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        Obedience to The Law and Civil Authority 
"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it"- Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.
Q:

Ron, is it a sin to drive over the legal speed limit such as 40 mph in a 35 mph zone or 60 mph in a 50 mph zone or 70 mph in a 65 mph zone? Is it a sin if you are just keeping pace with all of the other traffic that is doing those speed limits? God bless, Jim.

A:
"The natural law, the Creator's very good work, provides the solid foundation on which man can build the structure of moral rules to guide his choices. It also provides the indispensable moral foundation for building the human community. Finally, it provides the necessary basis for the civil."
 

The citizen is obliged in conscience not to follow the directives of civil authorities when they are contrary to the demands of the moral order, to the fundamental rights of persons or the teachings of the Gospel. Refusing obedience to civil authorities, when their demands are contrary to those of an upright conscience, finds its justification in the distinction between serving God and serving the political community. 'Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.' 'We must obey God rather than men'. When citizens are under the oppression of a public authority which oversteps its competence, they should still not refuse to give or to do what is objectively demanded of them by the common good; but it is legitimate for them to defend their own rights and those of their fellow citizens against the abuse of this authority within the limits of the natural law and the Law of the Gospel."
 
Obviously, speed limit laws are enacted for 'the common good' and our safety and must be obeyed. 
"Human laws aren’t meant to restrict activity and behavior but to protect and defend the inalienable rights of life and liberty of all people."
 
"For example, SPEED-LIMIT LAWS ARE FOR EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF WHERE YOU LIVE."

"Those who exercise authority should do so as a service. 'Whoever would be great among you must be your servant.' The exercise of authority is measured morally in terms of its divine origin, its reasonable nature and its specific object. No one can command or establish what is contrary to the dignity of persons and the natural law."
 
"The exercise of authority is meant to give outward expression to a just hierarchy of values in order to facilitate the exercise of freedom and responsibility by all. Those in authority should practice distributive justice wisely, taking account of the needs and contribution of each, with a view to harmony and peace. They should take care that the regulations and measures they adopt are not a source of temptation by setting personal interest against that of the community."
 
"Authority is exercised legitimately only when it seeks the common good of the group concerned and if it employs morally licit means to attain it. If rulers were to enact unjust laws or take measures contrary to the moral order, such arrangements would not be binding in conscience. In such a case, authority breaks down completely and results in shameful abuse." 

"Those subject to authority should regard those in authority as representatives of God, who has made them stewards of his gifts: BE SUBJECT FOR THE LORD'S SAKE TO EVERY HUMAN INSTITUTION. . . . 
Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as servants of God.’ Their loyal collaboration includes the right, and at times the duty, to voice their just criticisms of that which seems harmful to the dignity of persons and to the good of the community."
 
"The duty of obedience requires all to give due honor to authority and to treat those who are charged to exercise it with respect, and, insofar as it is deserved, with gratitude and good-will. Pope St. Clement of Rome provides the Church's most ancient prayer for political authorities: 'Grant to them, Lord, health, peace, concord, and stability, so that they may exercise without offense the sovereignty that YOU HAVE GIVEN THEM. Master, heavenly King of the ages, you give glory, honor, and power over the things of earth to the sons of men. Direct, Lord, their counsel, following what is pleasing and acceptable in your sight, so that by exercising with devotion and in peace and gentleness the power that you have given to them, they may find favor with you'."
 

"Each human community possesses a common good which permits it to be recognized as such; it is in the political community that its most complete realization is found. It is the role of the state to defend and promote the common good of civil society, its citizens, and intermediate bodies."

In my reports I never give my personal opinions but stick to what the doctrine of Holy Church teaches. In this particular case I need to insert a bit of my opinion to give a reasonable summary. If mankind creates a law(s) for our common good and safety it would be a sin for us to intentionally disobey them. For example, in my opinion, you are doing the speed limit of 35 mph and start going downhill after you crest a hill. You are not watching your speedometer and the downhill gravity increases your speed to 40 mph without your really knowing it. Once you notice and do nothing about getting yourself back to the legal speed, you have sinned because of your intent or negligence. It is probably a venial sin. If you brake to slow your speed you have done what is reasonable expected so you most likely committed no sin! Another example: You have a new car and drive it 40 mph over the speed limit in a school zone to 'see what it would do'. Whether you have an accident or not that speed in that school zone seriously endangered many people. This was intentional so it is probably a mortal sin requiring confession. So, with any potential sin, God will judge us depending what was in our heart (our intent) at the time. He does not hold us accountable for acts not within our control. 

I was a police officer most of my life and I investigated thousands of vehicle 'accidents'. Excessive speed is the primary cause of the vast majority of accidents. Here in Ohio, where my son is a Deputy Sheriff, the state has changed the name of vehicle accidents to crashes. This is because the state has determined that in almost 100% of the crashes there is someone at fault so they are not accidents as the former jargon inferred. 

Occasionally I am driving right at the speed limit in a no-passing zone. An impatient driver behind me tailgates in an attempt to 'speed me up'. I look for a safe place and pull over so that he/she can safely get by but I do not speed up (intentional sin) to pacify the tailgater!

This report prepared on January 30, 2011 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
Bishop Fisher on Conscience and Authority "Struggling to Recover a Catholic Sense" 
http://www.zenit.org/article-19058?l=english 
VATICAN CITY, March 3, 2007 (Zenit.org) EXTRACT
Here is the text Auxiliary Bishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney, Australia, delivered at the conference sponsored by the Pontifical Academy for Life and held in the Vatican last Friday and Saturday. 
-- Claims of personal freedom or of obedience to civil laws or superiors do not excuse a failure to abide by the universal principles of good conscience.
Drive Carefully, Pontiff Reminds Faithful 

http://www.zenit.org/article-14601?l=english 
VATICAN CITY, November 20, 2005 (Zenit.org) 

Benedict XVI reminded the faithful that respect for human life implies taking proper precautions on the highways. The Pope made his in French today before he led the recitation of the Angelus with the crowds gathered in St. Peter's Square. His appeal came on the day dedicated in France to victims of the highway. 
The Holy Father entrusted "to the Lord's love all the people who died in highway accidents, as well as the numerous injured and their families." At the same time, he invited "all automobile drivers to drive with prudence and responsibility to fight effectively with the authorities against this social evil, and reduce the number of victims." 

Influential Jesuit says bad driving is sin, should be confessed
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0507146.htm 

By Cindy Wooden Catholic News Service December 15, 2005
Driving inattentively, after drinking or when one is tired is a sin that should be confessed, said the Jesuit director of an influential magazine. Poor driving "places at great risk one's own life and the lives of others, certainly much more than seeing a provocative film, something people confess much more easily because they feel more at fault," wrote Father
Gian Paolo Salvini in mid-December. Like any human action, he said, driving involves "a series of obligations deriving from justice, prudence and charity," obligations that are morally binding. Unfortunately, Father Salvini said, most people -- including church people -- do not seem to give much thought to the moral implications of getting behind the wheel.
"Any confessor could count on one hand the number of penitents who have confessed to having driven imprudently, in an inebriated state or while aware that they were tired or with an automobile in disrepair (brakes, tires, etc.)," he said in the article. "There is a serious obligation to respect one's life and the lives of others," Father Salvini said. "It would not be a bad idea when examining one's conscience to look at this point as well." The Jesuit said, "All educators, including the church, have a serious responsibility in forming consciences on this point."
Pope calls on young people to drive carefully
VATICAN CITY, January 19, 2011 (VIS) EXTRACT At the end of today's general audience the Holy Father … encouraged young people "to calculate risks and to act at all times with prudence and a sense of responsibility, especially when driving a motor vehicle, in order to protect your own lives and those of others". 

"Obedience to the Holy Spirit includes a faithful observance of the commandments of God, the laws and precepts of the Church, and just civil laws."

The Apostolate’s Family Catechism, (1993), Rev. Fr. Lawrence Lovasik, S.V.D., Apostolate for Family Consecration, Bloomingdale, OH., Question 275, page 579.
On Earth As It Is In Heaven: The Necessity of Law and Right Order

http://www.cuf.org/FaithFacts/details_view.asp?ffID=89
Catholics United for the Faith, April 22, 2004

What is the purpose of law and order?

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters. . . . The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 'You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die'." (Genesis 1:1-2; 2:15-17)

These passages are familiar to anyone raised within a Christian tradition. In fact, they are also an integral part of Judaism. Yet while these passages are familiar, we may not have fully mined the wisdom within them. They provide a fundamental understanding of the necessity of law and order within any society, including the Church. 

Law and order express the presence and will of God. In the absence of law and order, chaos exists. Obedience to lawful authority is an ordinary means of working out our salvation.

The Ordinance of Reason

Divine law is given by God, and human law is given by man (cf. Catechism, no. 1952). Divine law can be eternal, natural, or positive. Human law can be ecclesiastical or secular. 

Because the use of reason demands order, law is a necessary consequence of the use of reason. Being reasonable protects truth and results in right order. Being unreasonable denies truth and results in chaos. Stated another way, law flows from practical reason. "All law finds its first and ultimate truth in the eternal law" (Catechism, no. 1951), through which God governs the entire universe. The natural law is our participation as creatures in God’s wisdom and goodness: "The natural law, present in the heart of each man and established by reason, is universal in its precepts and its authority extends to all men. It expresses the dignity of the person and determines the basis for his fundamental rights and duties" (Catechism, no. 1956). The natural law within each person moves us to grace and inclines us to salvation. Divine positive law—for example, the Ten Commandments—is the law expressly revealed by God. All divine law, both natural and revealed, finds its perfection in the Gospel of Jesus Christ (cf. Catechism, no. 1965).

Human law, both ecclesiastical and secular, should likewise reflect our participation in divine law. We are created in the image and likeness of God. Because law and order reflect the perfect nature of God, and order is intrinsic to the nature of God, man naturally desires order. We are social creatures. Human laws are not eternal or infallible, but they are necessary for right order in society. Insofar as they respect divine law in its various forms and expressions, human laws are good and protect truth. They protect us from sin and guide us to heaven’s glory. Insofar as they do not respect divine law, they tend toward chaos and evil and do not protect right order. They lead to death. By necessity, as we grow in our understanding of divine law, and as situations change, human laws require reform and change.

Saint Paul taught that human law ultimately comes from God: "Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment" (Romans 13:1-2).

The existence of right order bears witness to the orderly creative work and presence of God, Who created the world in right order and gave it laws to govern its existence (cf. Genesis 1-2:4), and created man to govern the earth (cf. Gen. 1:26-28). Because man rules over the created order, the created order is subject to the blessings and curses of man. Saint Paul teaches: "For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God" (Romans 8:19-21).

For Our Own Good

In Genesis 2:15-25, two critical points concerning law and right order are revealed. First, law in itself is not a result of sin. It is intrinsic to our nature. Even before sin, even before God completed the creation of man with the creation of woman, He demanded obedience or death from Adam. If Adam freely chose obedience to God, he would share in the fullness of revelation and glory. If he chose disobedience to the direct command from God, he would die. Second, laws must be passed from the one in authority to those subject to authority. God gave Adam the order not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil (cf. Genesis 2:17). Eve apparently knew of this command (cf. Genesis 3:3).

In the same way, God has given us revealed truth and granted lawful authority to the successors of the apostles. They are bound both to teach and to expound the revealed truths for the right order of society. They fulfill these obligations by their word, by their example, and by promulgating ecclesiastical laws that protect justice.

When Satan tempted Eve, he did so by attacking the one command God had given Adam. In the breaking of this command, sin and suffering entered the world (cf. Genesis 3). So began salvation history. This episode reveals two other principles concerning law and authority. First, authority is given to guide and protect others. Conversely, when human laws no longer guide and protect, when they no longer assist us to achieve our true good, they no longer bind. God gave Adam one command to protect his innocence and guide his freedom with responsible obedience. Adam was obligated to pass this on to Eve to protect her from sin.

Second, when one in authority disobeys, all under his authority suffer. The disobedience of Eve did not result in a curse to all men until Adam’s disobedience. Her disobedience drew him to sin, but his disobedience resulted in the futility suffered by creation even to this present day (cf. Romans 5:12-14; 8:20). Adam chose to sin and, as God promised, and the consequence was death for him and for all others.

Spirit of Love and Service

Love is the fulfillment of all law: "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law? And he said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and the first commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets'." (Matthew 22:36-40)

Recognizing this truth, Saint Paul wrote: "Would you have no fear of him who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for your good. . . . Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law." (Romans 13:3-4, 8)

Saint Paul reminds us in his Letter to the Galatians that those who are guided by the Spirit have crucified their passions and live not for themselves, but for the glory of God (cf. Galatians 2:19-20).

Those in authority must use their authority to serve. They must be slaves of justice and stewards of the divine law. Most importantly, their actions and words must attest to the justice and truth that God requires of all men. The consequence of their disobedience to these obligations is sin and chaos. If they do not act justly, serve those entrusted to them, and live as examples of truth, they will lead others astray and encourage sin. Their judgment will be severe (cf. Matthew 7:15; 18:6; Luke 17:1; 1 Corinthians 8:10-13).

The tremendous gift of freedom God gave us demands responsibility. The responsible use of human freedom has always required right order and conduct. Sin entered the world because of disobedience to a command of God. Death entered the world because of lawlessness. When the only law God gave Adam was struck down, death became the consequence for us all. Sacred Scripture teaches that we must choose to follow the Lord and all His commands and so live, or forsake Him in disobedience to His commands and die in sin. In short, we are known by the acts we perform. If we live in chaos and darkness, our father is Satan; if we live in right order and obedience to God’s laws, we will share heaven’s glory as children of God (cf. Luke 6:45; John 8:34-51).

Competent Authority

Because the right use of laws and right order in society protects us from sin and encourages the grace of salvation, those in authority must use their authority wisely. Particularly in the Church, ecclesiastical laws can be a great blessing to the faithful if promulgated and enforced in a spirit of love and service. 

It is not enough to have proper and good authority and laws; we also must follow them. Without laws to guide us, we are susceptible to our own imaginations and passions. As is evident in our world, one person’s imagination and desires differ greatly from another’s, thus causing chaos and conflict. Laws that govern proper living and regulate human affairs protect against chaos and conflict, thus protecting us from sin and death. If we are disobedient to the laws of justice, we could tempt our superiors to sin and fall prey to the curse of Adam. If we remain obedient for love of God and love of neighbor, we receive the fruits of the tree of life, Who is Christ Himself.

It would do us well to pray for those in authority (cf. 1 Timothy 2:1-4), for it is a well known fact that those in authority are not free from sin, and those in lawful authority can lose credibility in the absence of love and without a sincere desire to serve others. Likewise, we lose credibility when we wrongfully disobey lawful authority. If we follow the laws of the Church, we remain obedient to lawful authority and protect our consciences. Let us pray for each other, that we might remain obedient servants of God.
The Catechism
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/2290.htm 
CCC 2290: The virtue of temperance disposes us to avoid every kind of excess: the abuse of food, alcohol, tobacco, or medicine. Those incur grave guilt who, by drunkenness or a love of speed, endanger their own and others' safety on the road, at sea, or in the air. [See the question on page 1]
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