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On Salvation – Bishop LaRavoire Morrow
I have many “old” Catechisms in my library but the pre-Vatican II My Catholic Faith is by far the most readable in its presentation and the most orthodox in content.
The extracts on the following page are from the Catechism My Catholic Faith which was published in 1936.
It was prepared by Bishop Louis LaRavoire Morrow SDB (1892-1987) who was the Bishop of Krishnagar in West Bengal, India from 1939 to 1969. He was the founder of the religious order, the Catechist Sisters of Mary Immaculate Help of Christians, “La Buena Prensa” (The Good Press) to promote wholesome literature, and the Catholic Truth Society of Manila to publish Catholic literature. He published a series of catechetical books, and also nine text books officially recognized for use in schools in the Philippines. Our Catholic Faith is an exuberant expression of his catechetical charism.
He was also a peritus at the Second Vatican Council where he was a “pioneer advocate of the vernacular in the liturgy and was also influential in modifying the law of abstinence and of the Eucharistic fast”.

During the Partition of India, 65% of his diocese went into East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). Due to his timely action Krishnagar remained within the Indian Union.

His mortal remains were returned to India and interred in Krishnagar as per his wishes.

His episcopal motto was Ad Jesum per Mariam (To Jesus through Mary).
I have a few old Catechisms in my library but my 1961 Silver Jubilee edition of My Catholic Faith is by far the most readable in its presentation and the most orthodox in content.

The edition I have has an Introduction http://www.catholicbook.com/AgredaCD/MyCatholicFaith/Introduction.htm by Bishop Fulton Sheen:

Anyone deeply interested in converts seeks an exposition of the Catholic Faith which not only defines each article of the Creed and each doctrine of the Church, but which also gives an explanation and a reason for the doctrine. Such an ideal is beautifully satisfied in a Catechism written by one of our zealous missionary Bishops, Most Reverend Louis L. R. Morrow, S.T.D., Bishop of Krishnagar.
This is not the kind of Catechism that can be carried in one's pocket, for it contains 415 pages. But once it is read, it can be carried both in the head and in the heart. The presentation is such as to satisfy the mentality of both children and adults, and is even not beyond an excellent review for those who have studied both Dogmatic and Moral Theology

+ Fulton J. Sheen, National Director, Society for the Propagation of the Faith, March, 1954 
http://tedeum.boards.net/thread/1532/catholic-faith-history-catechism:
In 1936, a 44-year old Salesian priest serving secretary to the Apostolic Nuncio in the Philippines by the name of Fr. Louis LaRavoire Morrow published the first edition of what has become one of the most famous catechisms used among traditional Catholics today, namely "My Catholic Faith - A Catechism in Pictures." It was published in the Philippines by the Catholic Truth Society which he himself had founded there in 1926. Successive revised editions would be published there in 1937, 1941, and 1945, though Fr. Morrow was made a bishop in 1939 and then assigned to lead the diocese of Krishnagar, India. Other editions are known to exist, such as a Chinese edition published in 1948.
This is what https://www.amazon.com/My-Catholic-Faith-Louis-LaRavoire/dp/0963903268 has to say about “My Catholic Faith”:

Abundant Scriptural quotations (excellent for proving Catholic Doctrine to “Bible-Believing” Protestants). It’s also an excellent tool for dealing with liberal Catholics because two subjects of utmost importance are thoroughly treated: the true nature of the Catholic Church (today denied by false ecumenism) and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass (today obscured by the New Mass). This catechism is known and loved by Catholics because of its timeless texts, charts, lists and graphs. Profusely and beautifully illustrated! 

The Amazon price for new as well as used copies starts from USD 39 (which works out to around Rs 2500).

Amazon has a “low price for India”, Rs. 5170 http://www.amazon.in/Catholic-Faith-LaRavoire-S-T-D-Morrow/dp/0963903268. 

Angelus Press prices it at around USD 45, http://angeluspress.org/My-Catholic-Faith and so does http://www.immaculateheartcatholic.com/?page=shop/flypage&product_id=87.  

On request, this ministry is able to provide the 1954 soft cover Third edition (the images on the following page are from the 1961 Silver Jubilee edition) at a price of Singapore $20 or Rs. 1000.00.

Within India, the actual shipping costs ex-Chennai will have to be borne by the purchaser. The book weighs about a kilogram and has over 400 pages of soul-saving information.

We do not make any profit from the sales of My Catholic Faith. We are only enabling interested Catholics to own a copy of it which we receive from the publishers.

We can only provide copies to individuals personally known to us. Other enquiries will be redirected to the publishers in Singapore who will arrange, if possible, to supply the book directly to the intended buyer.

Chapter 27, The Promise of the Redeemer, page 62:

The promise of ultimate victory for man over the power of evil was included in the condemnation of the “serpent”, the symbol of this evil power. The condemnation included these words, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed and her seed; He shall crush your head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel.” (Genesis 3:15)
Chapter 18, Adam and Eve: Our first parents, page 45:
The chief gift bestowed on Adam and Eve by God was sanctifying grace, which made them children of God and gave them the right to heaven.

Chapter 22, Mortal Sin: Our first parents, page 52:
Without sanctifying grace, the soul is displeasing to God, unclean, and can never behold Him or be with Him in heaven.

Chapter 39, Sanctifying Grace, page 87:
Sanctifying Grace is necessary for salvation.

The Holy Spirit dwells in the Church as the source of its life, and sanctifies souls through the gift of grace.

After Baptism, we have the Holy Spirit in our hearts and He remains with us as long as we have no mortal sin on our souls. This is the gift of “Sanctifying Grace”.

Chapter 127, The Sacrament of Baptism, page 269:
Baptism is the only sacrament that can remit original sin. It cleanses us from all sin, original and actual, and remits all punishment due.
When Baptism takes away original sin, it gives our souls the new life of sanctifying grace. Thus by Baptism we are born again.

By Baptism, we become members of the Church and children of God. We are given the right to enter heaven, and to gain merits by our good works.

Baptism is necessary for the salvation of all men, because Christ has said: “Unless a man be born again of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”

From the time of Christ, this has been the unequivocal teaching of the Church. The reason lies in the fact that only Baptism can remit original sin; no one with any taint can enter heaven.

Those who through no fault of their own have not received the sacrament of Baptism can be saved through what is called baptism of blood or baptism of desire.

Chapter 83, The Torments of Hell, page 175:
Let us always remember to plead with God for our souls. We can refuse God, but God can never refuse us: on this account salvation is in our hands.

Chapter 92, The Commandments of God, page 195:
The ten commandments of God state the minimum requirements for salvation.

Chapter 10, The Church and Divine Revelation, page 29:
Why cannot the Bible be the sole guide to salvation?

1. Because the Bible is not within the reach of everyone. If it were the only guide, it should be within the reach of every inquirer, for God wishes all men to be saved.

If the Bible were the only guide to salvation, it would be of little help for those unable to read, as well as to the great mass of mankind today, who have neither the knowledge nor the capacity to penetrate the meaning of the written word.
2. Because the Bible does not contain all the truths necessary for salvation.

On whose authority do we accept the Bible as the Word of God?

We accept the Bible as the Word of God on the authority of the Catholic Church.
1. By God’s command, the Catholic Church proclaimed the truths of Divine Revelation, as contained in both Holy Scripture and Tradition. […] (Matthew 28: 18-20)

3. […] The Catholic Church alone was empowered by God to interpret the Bible. No one is allowed to interpret it contrary to the teaching of the Church.

Chapter 71, Salvation and the Catholic Church, pages 150, 151:
What do we mean when we say “Outside the Church there is no salvation”?
When we say “Outside the Church there is no salvation”, we mean that Christ made the Catholic Church a necessary means of salvation and commanded all to enter it, so that a person must be connected with the Church in some way to be saved.

1. All are obliged to belong to the Catholic Church in order to be saved. Christ said: “Amen, amen I say to thee, unless a man be born again of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5)
The Catholic Church is founded on the Apostles, to whom Our Lord gave the commission to baptize; by Baptism one is made a member of the Church. If then Baptism is indispensable, the Church must be indispensable.

2. Christ did not die for a part of, but for all mankind. He did not leave his legacy the Church for the benefit of a few, but for all. Our Lord said: “He who hears you, hears me; and he who rejects you rejects me.” (Luke 10:16)

Since God commanded all to be members of His Church, those who deliberately disobey His command will not be saved. Whoever through his own fault remains outside of the Catholic Church would be lost eternally.
3. One who, knowing the Catholic Church to be the true one, leaves it or does not join it because he wants to make a good marriage, to advance his business, or for some other worldly motive, will not be saved. He is a wilful and malicious unbeliever.
One who belongs to another church or has doubts about the truth or falsity of his own church, but takes no pains to find out the truth, will not be saved. […]

4. It is not enough to belong to the Church. We must also live up to our beliefs, otherwise our membership will only work to our greater condemnation. Only those Catholics who live according to the teachings of the Church will be saved.

5. […]

6. […] Catholics who join Freemasonry, or marry before a non-Catholic minister, are automatically excommunicated if they knew the serious nature of their action.
How can persons who are not members of the Catholic Church be saved?

Persons who are not members of the Catholic Church can be saved if, through no fault of their own they do not know that the Catholic Church is the true Church, but they love God and try to do His will, for in this way they are connected to the Church by desire.

1. God condemns no man except for grave sin. Therefore He will not condemn those who through no fault of their own are unaware of His command to belong to the True Church, provided they serve him faithfully according to their conscience, have a sincere desire to do His will in all things, and therefore implicitly wish to become members of His Church. They are members of the Church, in desire.

A baptized Protestant of Protestant parents lives all his life as a Protestant without ever having a doubt that he is in the wrong. Before death, he makes an act of perfect contrition for the sins he has committed. Such a man will be saved because he dies in the state of grace.
2. It is possible for one that has never even heard of Jesus Christ to be saved for God “wishes all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) and “Christ died for all”. (2 Corinthians 5:15)

In order that such a one may be saved, it is required that he observe the natural law; with the help of God, everyone having the use of reason can do that.

Whoever then obeys the natural law will be enlightened by God at some time in his life with the grace with which he can make an act of Divine faith. If he makes good use of this grace and firmly believes whatever God has revealed, he will receive the further graces with which he can make the acts of hope, repentance, and charity that must precede before God will bestow on his soul sanctifying grace with which he can merit eternal life.
3. The fact that it is possible for those outside the Church to be saved should not make us lose sight of the great disadvantages they are under as compared with Catholics who live in the full light of Divine revelation. Such persons have not the infallible Church to guide them in what they are to believe and do in order to serve God.

They have to live without the Sacraments, Holy Mass, and Holy Communion, and the other countless sources of grace which the Church supplies for the sanctification of its children, those professed Catholics who are members of the body of the visible Church.

These disadvantages should make us Catholics realize more fully the many reasons we have for humbly thanking God for the priceless blessings we have received without any claim or merit of our own. They should also spur us on to give Him a more worthy service, and help spread our Faith.
Chapter 74, The Gates of Hell, pages 157:
Are all obliged to be Catholic in order to be saved?
All are obliged to belong to the Catholic Church in order to be saved.
[…]

1. Christ could not have established a Church and then remained indifferent whether men believed it or not.

[…] John 14:6 […] Mark 16:15-16 […] Matthew 18:17
2. The Church founded by Christ was a visible organisation with certain distinguishing marks. The twelve Apostles to whom He gave special instruction were formed as the foundation of an organization made up of subjects and superiors, with the superiors rightfully ruling the subjects. This has, as can easily be seen, continued in the Catholic Church…
3. The Apostles condemned schism against the visible organization and so did the Fathers of the Church.

St. Paul urged the Corinthians: “By the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ … that there be no dissensions among you.” (1 Corinthians 1:10)
And St. Cyprian in the third century wrote” Whoever is separated from the Church is separated from the promises of Christ … one cannot have God as a Father who has not the Church as his mother.”
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