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Vatican Note on Divine Innocence community

"The Community's Spirituality Is Flawed at Its Root"

LONDON, September 23, 2007, (Zenit.org) Here are the observations of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith on the writings of Patricia de Menezes and the Community of the Divine Innocence. The observations were communicated to Archbishop Kevin McDonald of Southwark on July 16, and published along with a statement from the archdiocese Friday.

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK

PRESS RELEASE
21st September 2007
The Most Reverend Kevin McDonald, Archbishop of Southwark, today issued the following statement on the Community of the Divine Innocence following the Observations of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on the writings of Mrs Patricia De Menezes and the Community of the Divine Innocence. These Observations were communicated to the Archbishop of Southwark by letter dated 16th July 2007 from the Secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, Archbishop Angelo Amato, SDB, Titular Archbishop of Sila. 
The full text from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is given after the statement by Archbishop Kevin McDonald.


STATEMENT BY THE MOST REVEREND KEVIN McDONALD, ARCHBISHOP OF SOUTHWARK, ON THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE

The Community of Divine Innocence is a group founded by Mrs Patricia de Menezes, who lives in the diocese of Southwark. The group's spirituality and beliefs are based on divine revelations that Mrs de Menezes claims to have received. A distinctive feature of the Divine Innocence - and something that Mrs de Menezes claims was revealed to her - is that all children who are aborted should be proclaimed by the Church as martyrs and be seen as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents.

There has been widespread interest in the Divine Innocence and people have written to me asking whether the Church recognised it. In 2001 the following statement was made on behalf of the Archdiocese of Southwark:


"The authenticity of the alleged apparitions concerning Divine Innocence has not been accepted by the Archdiocese of Southwark and the Archdiocese has not given its authority to publicly promote it."


When inquiries were made about the status of the Divine Innocence the answer given was that individuals have no authority to meet publicly as a group known as Divine Innocence because this would indicate public acceptance by the competent authorities of the alleged apparitions and that has not been given. The Archdiocese also made it clear that while it is laudable that individuals should come together for the Mass, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the rosary they
should not meet as a group known as Divine Innocence.
The Community of the Divine Innocence meanwhile prepared statutes for their community and submitted these and other documentation to the Holy See for approval.

I received a letter from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith dated 16th July 2007 in which the Congregation said
that, at the request of the Pontifical Council for the Laity they had conducted an in-depth study of the Divine Innocence. 
The conclusion of this study was that the Congregation was not convinced by the substantial content of the messages allegedly communicated to Mrs de Menezes. They note four particular areas of concern, namely:
1. The exaggerated claims made for the Community of Divine Innocence.

2. The inappropriate words and phrases attributed to Jesus.

3. The questionable demand made concerning the status of aborted children.

4. The intemperate language used in the "Inspirations" when attacking Church authority.


The concluding sentence of the Observations of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith reads:

"Given the supposed revelations which ground the spirituality of the Community of Divine Innocence are highly questionable, it follows that the community's spirituality is flawed at its root. Because this spirituality thoroughly animates the community's proposed constitution, it cannot be approved."


In view of the very serious concerns raised by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, it must be clearly stated
that the Divine Innocence has no recognition or approval whatsoever either from the diocese of Southwark or the Holy See and that there is no ecclesiastical approbation for Catholics to meet as the group known as Divine Innocence. Finally, I am aware that many devout people, deeply committed to the pro-life movement, have become involved with the Divine Innocence. I wish to encourage them in their work and prayer but in view of the Observations of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, this must no longer be in the context of the organisation or spirituality of the Divine Innocence.


OBSERVATIONS OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH ON THE WRITINGS OF MRS PATRICIA DE MENEZES AND THE COMMUNITY OF THE DIVINE INNOCENCE


There are four main areas of concern in the writings of Mrs Patricia De Menezes:


1. THE EXAGGERATED CLAIMS MADE FOR THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE

· De Menezes makes extravagant claims for the Community of Divine Innocence: "regarding all the different spiritualities and charisms within the Church, Our Lord showed me that they were like facets of a diamond, but the Way of Divine Innocence is the whole diamond" (31.1.01). 
What is more she clearly believes that she has supernatural sanction for this conviction:

"Jesus: The founders of these great Orders and Communities waited for this hour, and how they wish it was already blazing - blazing for all to see" (12.4.98). At points an almost hysterical note enters the dialogue which is not compatible with a communication from the Word Incarnate: "Jesus: You are the beginnings of the New People of God' (11.1.94); This spirituality is the Perfect Original Spirituality of the Church Herself 12.4.98); This Order, the perfect Order of My Divine Innocence is the First and last Order! The Alpha and the Omega, I AM. This Order is MY ORDER! This Order is Perfection! The Order of MY Divine Innocence precedes all orders, and supersedes all orders, it is the original perfect Christian Universal Order of God!" (12.4.88)


2. THE INAPPROPRIATE WORDS AND PHRASES ATTRIBUTED TO JESUS

· The words and phrases attributed by De Menezes to Jesus in her 'showings' are at times strange and bizarre. They are not
consonant with the sane and wise Gospel tradition. The 'voice of Jesus' which we hear in these revelations indulges again and again in a kind of colloquial chit-chat: "Jesus: So you don't believe me? De Menezes: Sorry Lord it was just curiosity. Jesus: Curiosity killed the cat: let's get back to St John. (4.12.93) Jesus: Tell them this university offers a Master's Degree, your Lord and Master's Degree, and I expect every student to attain First Class Honours with a P grade. P for perfection. (29.11.95). Menezes: Lord, the Way of Divine Innocence does not seem to be what the young want. . Jesus: What do
the young want? Menezes: Excitement. Jesus: I can give them enough excitement to give them a heart attack!" (11.1.01)


3. THE QUESTIONABLE DEMAND MADE CONCERNING THE STATUS OF ABORTED CHILDREN

· The central message that De Menezes claims to have received since 1984, namely that the Church proclaim the martyrdom of all the innocent children deliberately killed before birth and acknowledge these unborn children as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents, is doctrinally problematic. A martyr is someone who bears witness to Christ. If the victims of abortion were to qualify for martyrdom it would then seem that all victims of any moral evil should be likewise deemed martyrs. De Menezes' notion of a 'Baptism of Love' is not, as claimed, a development of doctrine. Rather it is an
innovation which is difficult to harmonize with the teaching of the Church.


4. THE INTEMPERATE LANGUAGE USED IN THE "INSPIRATIONS" WHEN ATTACKING CHURCH AUTHORITY

· De Menezes' supposed revelations and writings demonstrate a litigious and dissident spirit. The Church stands accused of impeding Jesus' efforts to save the souls of millions of aborted children and, therefore, 'Jesus' ranks the hierarchy of the Church, who are unwilling to 'claim' the aborted, alongside abortionists and abortion-sponsoring legislators. As such, the 'Jesus' of De Menezes' supposed revelations displays ignorance of the Church's uncompromised stance against the evil of abortion and its compassionate hope for the salvation of children who have died without baptism. It is as if Jesus were inordinately bound by his own Church: Jesus refrains from working any good for the children, it seems, until the desired 'claiming' is declared.


· The unusually violent and threatening language used in the 'inspirations' to attack the authorities of the Church seems
incompatible with any genuinely divine revelation: "Jesus: Those who subject the children to trial by neglect, I will subject to trial by fire ... Wicked short-sighted shepherds.. Vengeance is mine! Let those who know of this grace not be complacent! Cardinals, bishops, theologians and people, your duty is clear! Millions of human lives and immortal souls are at stake!" (11.9.97) or again "Inform the Archbishop that his hard-heartedness is like that of Pharaoh and it will bring down disaster on the people" (19.8.95).


THE STATUTES OF THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE

· The Statutes cannot be judged or assessed on their own merits, but must be read in the light of the questionable
'inspirations' of Patricia De Menezes according to which the members are expected not only to pursue "ongoing study of the faith" but also to undertake a "study of the character and spirituality of the Family of Divine Innocence, which is contained in the inspirational writings of our foundress, Patricia De Menezes" (p.6). The members are "obliged to abide by the teaching and guidance of the Mother Foundress during her lifetime" (p.7). Thereafter the superiors elected "must abide by
the founding inspiration" (p.7).

· Given that the supposed revelations which ground the spirituality of the Community of Divine Innocence are highly
questionable, it follows that the community's spirituality is flawed at its root. Because this spirituality thoroughly animates the community's proposed constitution, it cannot be approved.

FROM THE FAMILY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE SITE
The Family of Divine Innocence
http://divine-innocence.org/ 

PO Box 676A
Surbiton 
Surrey
KT5 8WR
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8399 9057

The Community of Divine Innocence – spiritual constitution and rule

http://divine-innocence.org/The%20Community%20of%20Divine%20Innocence.htm 
In his theological clarifications Father Philippe Jobert states: "The Community of Divine Innocence gathers persons who strive to personify in themselves the roles of the members of the Holy Family according to their gender and particular vocation, and who strive every day to live this Novitiate of the Holy Family, bearing witness to it everywhere i.e. to  Divine Love.  The proper charism of the Community of Divine Innocence is to be considered with regard to the Novitiate of the Holy Family."
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is at the centre of this way of life, living our lives in fitting praise and adoration. We strive to make our whole lives Eucharistic centred.  Jesus was the centre of the Holy Family in Nazareth, Our Lady and St. Joseph were formed by the word of God in the Scriptures. 

We consider Our Lady as Novice Mistress and St. Joseph our Novice Master and allow them to teach us to live daily in holy innocence. We strive to live more perfectly each day the perfection of the Catholic Christian motherly and fatherly roles according to Christ's Divine Innocence, in our individual vocations and gender, all men and women, married and single, priests and laity, religious men and women according to the Way of Divine Innocence. We are concerned with the spiritual and temporal care of priests and families.  

In a spirit of reparation in union with Christ we express our sorrow for all sins that offend God especially the sin of abortion. Reparation is not confined to the special walks or chosen acts of penance; these are a small part of our everyday lives.  Rather, it is the willing and loving acceptance of all our trials and sufferings, uniting them with the perfect reparation of Christ’s Cross through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, to draw down grace on those in need.  We should embrace difficult situations that arise and turn them into creative and loving reparation. This is an important part of the spirituality of Divine Innocence.

The Community’s patrons are St. Benedict, St. Francis, St. Gertrude and St. Anthony of Padua.  The writings of these Saints are important for those who wish to grow in the Spirituality of Divine Innocence. Our Lord has instructed us to follow the Rule of St. Benedict in as far as it is applicable to our daily lives and complimented by the spirituality of Divine Innocence.

The Community’s foundation House is in Surbiton, Surrey, England where this message originates.  The Family of Divine Innocence world-wide receives direction from the spiritual foundress and the central foundation.  People are welcome to come for prayer and learn about the Way of Divine Innocence. 

We produce various publications during the year that contain spiritual and practical instruction to help us advance in this spirituality. The messages make up a content of rich teaching, which can be read over again and again, contemplated upon and put into practice. 

Spiritual Constitution and Rule of Divine Innocence  

Message given to Patricia by Our Lord in 1985:

Patricia.   I was thinking about the Rules and Constitution for the Children of Divine Innocence and thought that they should be very simple.  I asked the Infant Jesus.
Patricia.   Little King, what are the Rules of this Community?

Infant Jesus.   The first Rule is Love, the last Rule is Love and all the Rules in between are Love.

Patricia.   What is the Constitution, Little King?

Infant Jesus.   Your Constitution is My Constitution.

Infant Jesus.   What is the Constitution of My Childhood?  (Our Lord spoke about the physical and spiritual constitution of His Childhood.)  The Constitution of a healthy, holy, little child, strong and joyful and full of happiness, who quickly recovers after a fall; naturally loving and kind; full of warmth and innocence; trusting and good; forgets wrongs quickly; affectionate and peaceable; bears the wounds inflicted by others with love and resignation.

Infant Jesus.   A Child of Divine Innocence:

- trusts and is trusted; 

- loves its Heavenly Mother and its Mother the Church;

- is docile and obedient and shows loving fidelity to the Holy Father;

- is confident under the care of its Heavenly Mother and the guardianship of St Joseph; 

- would never do anything that would grieve or shame the Holy Family;

                       A Child of Divine Innocence:-

- knows the faith of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church and studies it with diligence and love;

- keeps the commandments;

- loves silence, because it is in that silence that one hears the voice of God;

- loves the Song of Love and strives to sing it to perfection.

Infant Jesus.   This is your Rule and Constitution; you follow the house rules of the Holy Family in Bethlehem and Nazareth.  In a spiritual sense the child of Divine Innocence is born in Bethlehem and in Nazareth grows in stature and wisdom.  Look to the example and virtues of your Heavenly Mother and St. Joseph, and the Child Jesus who is the perfection of the way of Divine and Christ like Innocence.

Reply to the ‘Observations of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on the writings of Mrs Patricia de Menezes and the Community of [the] Divine Innocence’
http://divine-innocence.org/Reply%20to%20Observations.pdf 
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Divine Innocence

First it is important to explain the meaning of the words ‘Divine Innocence’ by which this inspiration has come to be known. The following is a theological explanation of the words Divine Innocence.

‘Divine Innocence is perfectly incarnated in Christ Crucified. Christ, as a man, is without any sin. Although He is innocent, sinners put Him to death. To save all sinners from death and sin He is put to death. He is the cause of recovered innocence for all men, the cause of a participation in His Divine Innocence through grace. He does good not only on the human level but also on the divine level, repairing by His miracles the evil which is the result of original sin.  Divine Innocence is a perfect attribute of God, in Himself, and in Christ. '
The name Divine Innocence is to be identified with Christ as seen in the prayer given in the messages “O Divine Innocence be triumphant in our crucified innocence” this triumph over sin and death can only be through Jesus Christ.

The community of Christ’s Divine Innocence are those who take a commitment to strive to be fitting members of the original Christian family, the Holy Family, founded by Christ within the Catholic Church. Its members wish to live in innocence, according to the Gospel and the teachings of the Church, and to carry out their male and female roles of nurturing and protecting the life of Christ in themselves and in the world.

Christ, and the Trinitarian life of the Holy Family within the Catholic Church, are at the root of this spirituality.

Four concerns are mentioned in the CDF Observations. We would like to take each concern and share what we understand of the spirituality, life and practice of the message of Divine Innocence. It is important that both the theological work already done and the lived understanding of the inspiration of Divine Innocence are considered in conjunction with the messages, because they help to explain how the inspiration is in keeping with Catholic teaching and has helped those who have responded to its message.

1. The exaggerated claims made for the Community of Divine Innocence.

De Menezes makes extravagant claims for the Community of Divine Innocence: "regarding all the different spiritualities and charisms within the Church, Our Lord showed me that they were like facets of a diamond, but the Way of Divine Innocence is the whole diamond' (31.1.01). What is more she clearly believes that she has supernatural sanction for this conviction: "Jesus: The founders of these great Orders and Communities waited for this hour, and how they wish it was already blazing - blazing for all to see" (12.4.98). At points an almost hysterical note enters the dialogue which is not compatible with a communication from the Word Incarnate: "Jesus: You are the beginnings of the New People of God' (11.1.94); This spirituality is the Perfect Original Spirituality of the Church Herself 12.4.98); This Order, the perfect Order of My Divine Innocence is the First and last Order! The Alpha and the Omega, I AM. This Order is MY ORDER! This Order is Perfection! The Order of MY Divine Innocence precedes all orders, and supersedes all orders, it is the original perfect Christian Universal Order of God!" (12.4.88)

Often quotations can be misunderstood when lifted from their original context. Most of the quotations used are from longer discourses. The full messages will be available to accompany this work, but we have drawn from them in the following explanation.
The Way of Divine Innocence – The community of Divine Innocence

The message of 31st January 2001 quoted above continues “The whole diamond is the whole family of mankind within the one Holy Family!” The whole diamond is God’s plan for humanity achieved by Christ, unfolding in time, perfect in the Church, yet still to be achieved. Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life. The Way of Divine Innocence means following Christ in the desire to regain our lost innocence through His definitive Revelation and its communication through the one Holy Catholic Church. The community of Divine Innocence is the community of those who are trying to follow the Way of Divine Innocence. It is not the Way and not the whole diamond.

Patricia states: The whole diamond is all humanity, in the Holy Family and within the Church, as one Holy Family and people of God. Each community and order down the ages is one facet of the diamond. The community of Divine Innocence is also one facet of the diamond. When I studied jewellery I learnt that a stone cutter slowly releases the full brilliance of a diamond as it cuts each facet. Our Lord wants us all to understand the full vision of the whole diamond, so that we can co-operate with grace to bring about that fullness which is the Church in all her glory.

The Family of Divine Innocence is a community of individuals who have responded to this private revelation, who are striving to live the ordered life of the Holy Family and the teachings of the Church, centred on the Eucharist, celebrating and drawing from the liturgical and devotional life of the Church. The Family of Divine Innocence seeks to live the Way of Christ’s Divine Innocence within a particular supportive community, but the fundamental message is one of restored innocence, centred upon the Eucharist, the life of the Holy Family, the Liturgy of the Hours. These, like other fundamental aspects of this message, are part of the universal life of the Church.

The New People of God

The statement “You are the beginnings of the New People of God” (11.1.94) is to be understood first as referring to the Church (cf. LG 9, 13). In every age there is a new People of God that responds to the newness of Christ’s definitive revelation.

It also refers to those within the Church who strive for a deeper understanding of Divine revelation and for restored and risen innocence, in and through Christ’s Divine Innocence, by following the theology and spirituality of the Holy Family in Nazareth Universal and striving to become committed and fitting members of the Holy Family itself within the Catholic Church.

Those who respond to this message are indeed a "New People of God" in so far as they are members of the Catholic Church who truly live the spirituality of the Holy Family, which is the spirituality of the Church Herself, because it is centred on Christ.
Divine Order

The reason Our Lord is speaking of the order of His Divine Innocence and the Divine Order of things is that God’s divine order is being destroyed and challenged – the order of gender, ‘male and female he created them’, the order of marriage, the order of creation itself in the mixing of human and animal genetic material. It is a message relevant to this time and situation to show we must all live by the Divine Order God founded, the order of His Divine Innocence, if we are to live in innocence.
Creation unfolds according to the Divine Order of things; an acorn grows into an oak tree, not a pine tree, the fertilized egg in a women’s womb grows as a human being.

Similarly, the perfect Divine Order for the family has been established by God himself in the Holy Family.

Jesus: “If you look closely at this Family you will see everything is here; the Unity and Peace of the Blessed Trinity; the Father's Will carried out to perfection; all the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, Triumphant in Holy and Divine Innocence; the One Priest, Prophet/Priest and King; the perfection of the role of women and the perfection of the role of men.” 11th January 1994 

“The Holy Family is the Motherhouse of the Church”, God’s own household. God IS the beginning and end of the Divine Order of things in creation, in the Holy Family and the Church. Our Lord said in the messages of this inspiration, “the Holy Family IS”, The Holy Family is a living reality right now in our age, as it has been in every age. The Holy Family is the Church in miniature. The true Church is holy. The Holy Family is the Church, holy, complete and perfect in miniature. The Order being spoken of in the quoted message is not a religious order, rather the Divine Order founded by Christ in the Holy Family and the Catholic Church. With regard to the other ‘Orders and Communities’, the context of this quotation is a much larger dialogue concerning the relationship between the life of the Holy Family and the Church. The beginning of the Church was the coming of Christ and His coming established the Holy Family. (Cf. Prayer over the Gifts, Feast of the Annunciation) The first to be associated in Christ’s coming to establish the Church in miniature were Our Lady and St Joseph. The spirituality of the Holy Family is relevant to all in the Church, be they priests, religious or lay men and women. All these states are represented in the Holy Family.

The messages speak of the ‘Novitiate of the Holy Family’. Central to the notion of a “novitiate” is training. Christ, through His Church, is the source of our salvation and training for perfection. The Holy Couple, as the first to be called and to accept this gift, are a privileged model for us and instruments helping us in our training through and within the Church.

Patricia’s explanation is as follows:

I was shown that the founders of orders and communities in the Church, who were now in Heaven, seemed to be happy that all vocations within the Church would have a greater awareness of the Divine Order founded by Christ in the Holy Family. These founders longed to see this good news “blazing [across the world] for all to see”. so as to encourage a deeper understanding that we can become one Holy Family of God – a member of the Holy Family itself - within the Catholic Church. All people in every vocation are invited to strive to be committed and fitting members of Christ’s own family, the Holy Family, within the Catholic Church. 
Jesus: The Holy Family of Nazareth IS Nazareth Universal and must be so if My life is to be incarnate in the whole of humanity! 22nd November 1999

Like Our Lady, all women can learn to nurture the life of Christ in themselves and in others and their vocation in the world. This was, and still is, one of the roles of Our Blessed Lady. Our Lord wants to see the personification of this beautiful role of Our Lady active in all women. St. Joseph’s role is active in the Church and Our Lord wants to see this role active in all men, not just lay men. 
They are invited to guard and protect the life of Christ -- in themselves, in others and in their vocation , as St. Joseph did in the Holy Family. They would also see how Christ’s life is often crucified in us -- through our own sins and the sins of others -- and triumphant in us through Jesus’ Victory on the Cross, through the Sacraments of the Church and following the teachings of the Church. Christ founded the ordered life of the Holy Family and the Divine Order in the Church and it does precede all orders and will supersede all orders, because it was founded by Christ and is the perfect Christian universal Order, founded in the beginning by God Himself, in whom all things have their beginning and end.

Pope Paul VI's words on the School of Nazareth express part of what we are striving for in the Novitiate of the Holy Family.

“The home of Nazareth is the gospel school where we begin to understand the life of Jesus. The first lesson we learn here is to look, listen, to meditate and penetrate the meaning of this very simple, very humble and very beautiful manifestation of the Son of God. Here in this school, one learns why it is necessary to have a spiritual rule of life, if one wishes to follow the teaching of the Gospel and become a disciple of Christ. How I gladly would become a child again, and go to school once more in this humble and sublime school of Nazareth, close to Mary, I wish I could make a fresh start at learning the true science of life and the higher wisdom of divine truths. ....May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its communion of love, its austere and simple beauty, and its sacred and inviolable character. Let us learn from Nazareth that the formation received at home is gentle and irreplaceable. Let us learn the prime importance of the role of the family in the social order.” Address by Pope Paul VI – The Pattern of Nazareth.

Through following the Novitiate of the Holy Family there should be a growing awareness that the Holy Family is not only an exemplary model to emulate, since it has been established by Christ, and also an active, present reality within the Catholic Church.

2. The "inappropriate words and phrases" attributed to Jesus.

‘The words and phrases attributed by De Menezes to Jesus in her 'showings' are at times strange and bizarre. They are not consonant with the sane and wise Gospel tradition. The 'voice of Jesus' which we hear in these revelations indulges again and again in a kind of colloquial chit-chat: "Jesus: So you don't believe me? De Menezes: Sorry Lord it was just curiosity. Jesus: Curiosity killed the cat: let's get back to St John. (4.12.93) Jesus: Tell them this university offers a Master's Degree, your Lord and Master's Degree, and I expect every student to attain First Class Honours with a P grade. P for perfection.

(29.11.95). Menezes: Lord, the Way of Divine Innocence does not seem to be what the young want. Jesus: What do the young want? Menezes: Excitement. Jesus: I can give them enough excitement to give them a heart attack!" (11.1.01)’

The background to the examples given

Concerning the first quotation, it might be helpful to know the background to the dialogue. Patricia explains:
I was looking at a passage in St John’s Gospel and Our Lord asked me to look more closely at it. I decided to turn to the other Gospels, to read their accounts. Our Lord wanted me to look at what was in St John’s Gospel in relation to the aborted children and not waste time looking at the other Gospels which He knew did not contain the account described in John Chapter 3. Our Lord was very patient with my ignorance and gentle and good-humoured in His reprimand.

The second quotation, which refers to a Master’s Degree, relates to what Our Lord calls the ‘Eucharistic University.’ This is Patricia’s explanation of the term:

Our Lord made a play on words, saying that students who study at the Eucharistic University before Our Lord’s real presence were expected to attain First Class Honours with a ‘P’ grade, P for perfection.

We were called to study our faith diligently, and over the years various people in the Family of Divine Innocence, including myself, have taken studies at various levels, including a Masters Degree in Religious Education and Catechesis, B.A in Divinity, Certificates in Catechesis, Adult Studies in the Catholic Catechism, Papal Teaching and Scripture, etc.

All the members of the Divine Innocence community who studied their faith before the Blessed Sacrament, at the feet of Jesus in the Eucharist, said how exciting and joyful the study of the faith was and how much they felt the real help of the Lord. Our Lord pointed out there were no fees to pay at the Eucharistic University; and that on the teaching staff of this university we had Our Lord, Our Lady, all the great Saints, theologians and Fathers of the Church, to whom we could pray for help. We had of course to work diligently, and it was very hard work at times. We were shown that the Eucharistic University could be held in every parish, with ongoing study of the faith at every level.

The priests could help the people, and the people could deepen their knowledge of the faith with their priests. Most people have stopped studying the faith at the age of 12 -15, at Confirmation. Every parish could have facilities, so that mothers with children could study the faith, a library of resources. Catholic Churches could be open at times that would be helpful for working people and students to study before Our Lord; first the study of the faith: “Seek first the Kingdom of Heaven”, and then any suitable subject before the Blessed Sacrament. Our Lord said that our study should be for the Glory of God, the building up of the Church and the good of mankind.

The last quotation is part of a longer dialogue that highlights the hopes, fears, and temptations of young people in choosing to live by the Faith of the Church, and gives perceptive and inspiring advice. Patricia explains the background:

I was thinking about young people living the Way of Divine Innocence. Our Lord asked me to think of what the young want and to compare it with my experience of living the Faith. I suggested excitement, travel, money, work security, bright lights, fun, having a good time. In each case my suggestions were used to show how the Christian life is a paradox, which can fulfil all that the young want. 
The conversation was used to give advice to all young people and show that striving to live according to the Gospel, and following Christ, and living the faith in a world opposed to the teaching of the Church would be exciting enough and even at times very difficult, and could even bring them, at times, great heartache. The Catholic Christian life, well-lived was exciting, never dull, and a joy.
The message behind the words and phrases

What we ask to be considered with regard to the words and phrases attributed to Jesus is not only the style but the substance of the communication and whether this is consistent with Catholic teaching. For example, the reference to a “Master’s degree” is part of a dialogue concerning two important practices recommended by the Church – ongoing study and formation in the Catholic Faith; and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. These are brought together and encouraged in the messages on the teaching and practice of the Eucharistic University.

The colloquial style in the messages we have been told by those who read them to be ‘a genuine help in understanding the Gospel and living it better’. (Public Revelation and private revelations- their theological status, The Message of Fatima, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith)

The Gospel itself shows how Jesus sought to be intelligible in His teaching, using the language, phrases, sayings and examples familiar to the people of his time, for example “when you see a cloud rising in the west you say at once a shower is coming.” (Lk 12:54; Mt 11:17)

Lastly these ‘showings’ are presented as a dialogue with Jesus to reflect the way Patricia de Menezes perceives them. However this must be qualified. The theological commentary on the Secret of Fatima by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger helps in understanding the anthropological structure of private revelations. Although it refers specifically to visions it would seem applicable to the various forms of communication involved in private revelation. It states:

‘Interior vision is not fantasy but, as we have said, a true and valid means of verification. But it also has its limitations. Even in exterior vision the subjective element is always present. We do not see the pure object, but it comes to us through the filter of our senses, which carry out a work of translation. This is still more evident in the case of interior vision, especially when it involves realities which in themselves transcend our horizon. The subject, the visionary, is still more powerfully involved. He sees as he is able, in the modes of representation and consciousness available to him. In the case of interior vision, the process of translation is even more extensive than exterior vision, for the subject shares in an essential way in the formation of the image of what appears. He can arrive at the image only within the bounds of his capacities and possibilities. Such visions therefore are never simple photographs of the other world, but are influenced by the potentialities and limitations of the perceiving subject.’ The Message of Fatima, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. CTS 2000 ISBN 186082093 (own emphasis)

Any words and phrases that are attributed to Jesus come to us through the prism of the instrument. In simple terms the communication to Patricia de Menezes comes to us according to her experience and understanding. What must be considered is the fundamental message behind the vision or dialogue. Many of the messages are a form of catechesis that uses figurative images and language. As we know with catechesis, it will vary depending on who it is for -- whether children, teenagers, or adults -- but it still seeks to communicate the same fundamental truth.

3. The questionable demand made concerning the status of aborted children.

‘The central message that De Menezes claims to have received since 1984, namely that the Church proclaim the martyrdom of all the innocent children deliberately killed before birth and acknowledge these unborn children as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents, is doctrinally problematic. A martyr is someone who bears witness to Christ. If the victims of abortion were to qualify for martyrdom it would then seem that all victims of any moral evil should be likewise deemed martyrs. De Menezes' notion of a 'Baptism of Love' is not, as claimed, a development of doctrine. Rather it is an innovation which is difficult to harmonize with the teaching of the Church.’

Status of aborted children is not the central message

First it must be stated that the request (not a demand!) in the messages to proclaim the martyrdom of children killed before birth as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents is only one part of the messages of Divine Innocence and not the central message. Patricia de Menezes explains:

The Novitiate of the Holy Family is the central message, because if people lived according to the Gospel and the teaching of the Church and strived to be Christ-like, nurturing and protecting the life of Christ in themselves, their families and in the world, we would not have so many abortions.

Abortion is a huge area of crucified innocence. The mothers and fathers who have been involved in abortion represent another area of crucified innocence, namely crucified motherhood and fatherhood.

An analogy would be that the ‘Novitiate of the Holy Family’ is ‘preventative medicine’, whereas the 'claiming' is an urgent call to the perpetrators to repent and believe in the Gospel. Although the ‘claiming’ is very important, the ‘Novitiate’ is more fundamental, as it means striving to live the fullness of Catholic teaching and sacramental life within the Church, which is the foundation of our relationship with Christ.

Although only one part of the inspiration, the request to the Magisterium to claim the children killed before birth for Christ and His Church involves many messages and requires detailed theological work in order to clarify how it may be possible, and why it is important. Through the help and guidance of a number of priests, some of them theologians of repute - and all of them loyal to the Church’s teaching - and through our own theological studies, we are fully aware of the doctrinal issues involved. Many of the doctrinal issues surrounding the claiming have been addressed over the years.

The request for the children killed before birth to be considered companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents is just that -- a request, and a call for theological debate, which fully respects the authority and role of the Magisterium. From the beginning, Patricia and others who have responded to the messages have always tried to communicate faithfully and respectfully Our Lord’s request.

There is not the space in this reply to set out the full case for this request to the Church. We will confine this statement to the specific concerns raised and merely give an outline of the main elements and issues involved in claiming the children.

(See Theological and Catechetical implications of the Church proclaiming children killed before birth as companions of the first Holy Innocents by Patricia de Menezes www.divineinnocence.org)
Fostering theological debate

Through the help and guidance of a number of priests, some of them theologians of repute - and all of them loyal to the Church’s teaching - and through our own theological studies, we are fully aware of the doctrinal issues involved. Many of the doctrinal issues surrounding the claiming have been addressed over the years.

In the work of bringing this request to the attention of the Magisterium, we were advised to foster theological debate on the issue. In 1999 the family of Divine Innocence were instrumental in bringing about a theological Consultation at the Abbey of Solesmes. This was possible through the kindness of the Abbot of Solesmes , Fr Philippe Jobert, O.S.B, and Fr Aidan Nichols, O.P. The various papers submitted were published in the book Abortion and Martyrdom, (ed. Fr Aidan Nichols O.P; Gracewing, England, 2002) and sent to various Bishops’ Conferences around the world and to several dicasteries of the Holy See.

Following this, we made considerable effort to make individual Bishops and theologians aware of this work, along with the relevant messages that concern the salvation and martyrdom of children killed before birth. It is our firm belief that prayer, reparation, and the efforts of all those who care deeply about pro-life issues have raised awareness of this issue in the Church.

The Hope of Salvation

In 2004 John Paul II asked the International Theological Commission to begin its study on the salvation of unbaptised infants. The Hope of Salvation the title of the document by the International Theological Commission was approved for publication by Pope Benedict XVI on Jan. 19, 2007. The study recognises the growing pastoral need to reflect on the fate of those infants who die without Baptism -- whose numbers have increased greatly in recent times "partly because of parents, influenced by cultural relativism and religious pluralism, who are non-practising, but... also partly a consequence of

in vitro fertilisation and abortion... Given these developments", the document continues, "The question of the destiny of such infants is raised with new urgency" (The Hope of Salvation for infants who die without being baptised, 2.)

The following extracts from this document have a bearing on the request to recognise aborted children as companions to the Holy Innocents of Bethlehem.

The following are ways by which unbaptised infants who die may perhaps be united to Christ.

85. a) Broadly, we may discern in those infants who themselves suffer and die a saving conformity to Christ in his own death and a companionship with him. Christ himself on the cross bore the weight of all of humanity's sin and death, and all suffering and death thereafter is an engagement with his own enemy (cf. I Cor 15:26), a participation in his own battle, in the midst of which we can find him alongside us (cf. Dan 3:24-25 [91-92]; Rom 8:31-39; 2 Tim 4:17). 
His resurrection is the source of humanity's hope (cf. l Cor 15:20); in him alone is there life in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10); and the Holy Spirit offers to all a participation in his paschal mystery (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22).

86. b) Some of the infants who suffer and die do so as victims of violence. In their case we may readily refer to the example of the Holy Innocents and discern an analogy in the case of these infants to the baptism of blood which brings salvation. Albeit unknowingly, the Holy Innocents suffered and died on account of Christ; their murderers were seeking to kill the infant Jesus.

Just as those who took the lives of the Holy Innocents were motivated by fear and selfishness, so the lives particularly of unborn babies today are often endangered by the fear or selfishness of others. In that sense they are in solidarity with the Holy Innocents.

Moreover, they are in solidarity with the Christ, who said: "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me" (Mt 25:40). How vital it is for the church to proclaim the hope and generosity that are intrinsic to the Gospel and essential for the protection of life. (Own emphasis)

87. c) It is also possible that God simply acts to give the gift of salvation to unbaptised infants by analogy with the gift of salvation given sacramentally to baptized infants. We may perhaps compare this to God's unmerited gift to Mary at her immaculate conception, by which he simply acted to give her in advance the grace of salvation in Christ.

A comment made during an interview by Fr Peter Gumpel, a theologian and historian who has studied the matter, illustrates that it remains perfectly legitimate to continue to bring to the attention of the whole Church how children killed before birth are saved through Christ and are therefore part of the Church.

‘We can hope, and the fact that we can hope, as the Catechism says, is an interpretative key. No one hopes or can hope legitimately for something one is certain is impossible.’ (What the Church has said about children who die without baptism. www.zenit.org)

We would welcome further investigation into the messages, theology and testimony of those who have studied this cause to address what is considered problematic.

A martyr is someone who bears witness to Christ.

The tradition recognises the witness of many different martyrs that have their source in, and thus share in, Christ’s witness unto death. The Holy Innocents, whose veneration arose in the Church around the 4th century and who are celebrated by the Church’s liturgy as martyrs, show this. The Holy Innocents were killed by Herod, who wanted to kill Christ: formally, Christ was martyred in each of them. They were witnesses to Christ as Messiah, by their blood, without any possibility of willing it.

Subsequent theological work has helped to shed light on how those killed before birth witness to Christ:

St. Augustine wrote (PLS2, 425): “If Christ is Truth, whoever is condemned for truth suffers for Christ, and a crown is due to him.” These words concern St. John the Baptist, who was beheaded for the divine truth about marriage.

“Children killed by abortion are martyrs for the divine truth about life, ‘Thou shalt not kill’. This divine command is revealed in Sacred Scripture (Ex, 20:13). It is also inscribed in the heart of every human person, belonging as it does to the natural law. Those who bring to an end the lives of children before their birth voluntarily transgress this divine law, and so aborted children are made into victims, in all objectivity, for that law, even though they had no possibility of choosing to die for the truth about life. This objectivity confers on their death the formal status of martyrdom” (Holy Innocents in our times. Fr Philippe Jobert, Abortion and Martyrdom P. 123)

So whatever the various intentions of those who kill the children, the death of these children, innocent of actual sin and unable to defend themselves, is the result of the violation of divine truth regarding life, and thus they witness to that truth. The children witness to the Word of God, who is Christ.

In addition, by suppressing life before birth – and therefore making it impossible for the children to receive Baptism – their killers place themselves in opposition to God’s gratuitous plan for each person to attain eternal life.

This, of itself, is not enough, however, for other victims of the violation of the Fifth Commandment are not considered martyrs. How does Christ come to witness in these children?

At a more fundamental level, the active participation of the martyr is a grace from God, acting in the martyr to conform him or her to Christ, the Proto-martyr.

It is not only the martyr’s choice for Christ, but also Christ’s choice of the martyr to witness, through His grace, to a particular truth. This is shown in Jesus’ words in John’s Gospel, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” (Jn 15:16)

We know that God’s power is shown forth in human weakness. Jesus: ‘I have, in the helpless, aborted ones, chosen the weak and through My Church I wish to make them strong in bearing witness to Me, to the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the truth and to the Faith of the One True Church.’ 20th March 1996. (cf. 1Cor 1:27, 28).

The principle of martyrdom is in God using man as a witness, i.e. as an instrument of His Truth and Charity. God is free to choose as His instrument somebody who has not the true faith: Among the Ugandan Martyrs there are some Anglicans, who were killed for remaining faithful to God and to His Commandments, like the Catholics did. They are also martyrs because God operated in them to give this witness at the cost of their lives.

…..God is free to choose people who have no faith, to give a witness of love at the cost of their life under the inspiration of Divine Charity, of which they are not conscious. This can be applied to the children killed before birth, to bear witness, as instruments of Christ, to the Gospel of Life. Martyrdom is founded more upon God’s action, than upon man’s subordinated operation. This can be reduced to its simplest shape, a consent of will to God’s action, even a natural one, because the children have a natural desire [for] happiness. The divine Principle of Martyrdom, Fr Philippe Jobert

Do children in the womb receive grace? Jesus in the messages answers with the question ‘Why would I not give grace to innocent children? 23rd June 1999
It is the teaching of the Church that all are conceived in a state of original sin; they are deprived of grace that orders them to the beatific vision. In the case of children killed before birth, they are also deprived of the ordinary means to receive this grace, instituted by Christ, namely Baptism with water. Does this mean they are excluded from eternal life?

Fr Philippe Jobert, OSB, in his paper Holy Innocents of our Times, lists three strong reasons to believe that God would bestow the necessary and sufficient grace on children killed before birth.

1) Divine Justice

Then again, would it be just for these children, who have no personal sin of their own, to be deprived of eternal life and the beatific vision, whereas their murderers, should they repent, have every chance of gaining it? Therefore, it is fitting that Divine Justice should give to the children who have been killed, the same possibility of salvation given to their murderers. Being deprived unjustly through violence of the normal means of salvation, would God justify them in some other way? There is no injustice in the souls of these innocent children which could become an obstacle to the gift of grace: the privation of original justice transmitted to them would be cancelled by this gift, and their natural human will, being good, would consent to it straight away.

2) Divine Charity

God wills the salvation of all men (Mt 18, 14; 1Tm 2, 4; 2 P 3, 9; P 3,9). Only those who freely refuse salvation exclude themselves from this universal salvation willed by God. The children, victims of voluntary abortion, are not in this category. God has created man solely to reveal Himself to him in eternal life. Would He then create millions of souls in order that they should be deprived of eternal life, not through their own fault, but through violence done to them? It is [appropriate], therefore, that His Divine Charity should bestow this grace upon them so that they may enjoy it, and in return glorify Him.

3) Divine Mercy

In short, God is Mercy, Christ manifested his preference for the poor, the deprived, for all kinds of helplessness: When he saw the crowds he felt sorry for them … (Mt. 9, 36; 15, 32). He, who humbled Himself because He had mercy on sinners, became man and even a child and dwelt among men, had a predilection for children precisely because they are innocent, little, weak and defenseless, incapable of surviving on their own. Why would He not show mercy to the littlest among the children, to the most deprived, to those least able to survive or to defend themselves, to those stricken by the greatest misery, deprived of original justice and victims of a violent death, by opening wide the gates of heaven for them?

If human logic, based on the original sin incurred by these children, coldly relegates them to exclusion from eternal life, this is not the Logic of Divine Love, God’s Love of Justice, Love of Charity, or Love of Divine Mercy. This is not the logic of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who poured out every drop of His Sacred Blood on the Cross so that these innocent victims of man’s wickedness might be saved. How does this relate to the children being martyrs, witnesses to Christ? In their helplessness, both physical and spiritual, Christ identifies with them and, at the moment of their violent death, gives them His grace and the Faith, so they actually participate in His own witness to the Truth during His Passion. Just as we share in the death of Christ by our Baptism in water, so these children also do by their death.

They are saved by a baptism of blood, and therefore they are authentic martyrs.

Christ gives testimony in them and dies in them. ‘Through their death as martyrs, they become members of the Mystical Body of Christ who sanctifies them. They are sanctified, not outside, but inside the Church. She is their mother, not through the Sacrament of Baptism, but in claiming them as her glorious sons through a baptism of blood. She gives their blood a voice proclaiming the divine truth of life, the glory of Divine Mercy, and the power of Christ’s Blood.’ (Holy Innocents in our times, Fr Philippe Jobert. Abortion and Martyrdom, P. 124)

They witness to the person of Christ because, as a category, they can be seen clearly to be utterly dependent on his love.  Their only way to life is through Christ’s saving identification with them in their deaths which, like his, are an attack on the Truth.

It does not follow that all victims of any moral evil should be deemed martyrs.

Children killed before birth are a special category and declaring them martyrs does not mean any victim of a moral evil is a martyr. The reasons stated above for them witnessing to Christ shows that they are more than victims of a moral evil.

We can say with certainty that this category of victim is exceptional in being utterly innocent, weak, defenseless, and most often lacking even the defence of civil law.

Pope John Paul II in Evangelium Vitae n. 58 says: ‘The moral gravity of procured abortion is apparent in all its truth if we recognize that we are dealing with murder and, in particular, when we consider the specific elements involved. The one eliminated is a human being at the very beginning of life. No one more absolutely innocent could be imagined. In no way could this human being ever be considered an aggressor, much less an unjust aggressor! He or she is weak, defenseless, even to the point of lacking that minimal form of defence consisting in the poignant power of a newborn baby's cries and tears.’

Whatever the individual reasons put forward, the stark truth that innocent human life is being extinguished stands out in the killing of the unborn. Their deaths clearly manifest opposition to the Church’s teaching on respect for human life. It is an organised crime, in most cases allowed by the law, provided by institutions, promoted by governments and private organisations, and used by some as a means of making money. The killing of the pre born is a persecution that involves many aspects of the faith; dignity of the human person made in God’s image, the commandment, thou shall not kill, motherhood and fatherhood dishonoured, also attacked is the teaching on marriage and being open to the gift of life, to mention just a few.

Jesus: ‘Men have reviled them, persecuted them and uttered all kinds of evil against them falsely on my account, the Lord the Giver of life, the Kingdom of Heaven is most certainly theirs!’ 10th July 2002

It is not only that they are a special category of victim it is Christ’s saving choice of them to witness in Him, the Word and source of grace upon whom they utterly depend. The children killed before birth if declared martyrs will witness and make manifest God’s Truth Love and Mercy to the world and in particular those in most need of that witness, the perpetrators.

The question as to whether the claiming of children killed before birth as martyrs would mean that all victims of murder are martyrs, is discussed by Fr. Brian Harrison, O.S, (Abortion and Martyrdom pp. 106-108)
Baptism of Love

The above term used by Jesus in the messages points to the source of Baptism, indeed of all of the Sacraments, namely God, who is Love. It does not in any way diminish the necessity of Sacramental Baptism. Divine Love flows from the Holy Trinity, in the Person of the Holy Spirit. Rivers of living water, that is Divine Love in the Person of the Holy Spirit, flow from the Heart of Jesus, pierced through on the Cross this is the Baptism of Love giving sanctifying grace.

The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, being a sign of His future death and Resurrection, is the source of the Sacrament of Baptism, where the Name of the Holy Trinity, joined to water, makes a child of God out of a sinner. The Holy Spirit is the principle of a person’s second birth in Christ, through grace. Cf. CCC 536,739

Both the baptism of blood of the martyrs and the baptism of desire are a Baptism of Love, the love which flows from Christ’s Heart. In the case of aborted children, the Baptism of Love reaches them through their likeness to Christ Crucified.

The Catechism states about Sacramental Baptism. 
1225 In his Passover Christ opened to all men the fountain of Baptism. He had already spoken of his Passion, which he was about to suffer in Jerusalem, as a "Baptism" with which he had to be baptised. The blood and water that flowed from the pierced side of the crucified Jesus are types of Baptism and the Eucharist, the sacraments of new life. From then on, it is possible "to be born of water and the Spirit" in order to enter the Kingdom of God.

The messages say of the children:

Jesus: ‘The children have gone to the fountain head (the Crucifixion), the source of all the Sacraments, the Blood and Water flowing from My side!’ 23rd June 1999

11th May 1999.

Patricia. Lord, is there not an absolutely complete answer to the killing of the innocent children, so that the Church Authorities will be convinced? (Our Lord showed the Church proclaiming the martyr status of the children as Companions of the first Holy Innocents as the complete answer.)

Jesus. Love knows no other way to include them fully in My Saving Plan. Justice is met!

Mercy is given abundantly and equally to all! Sinners called to repentance! Glory is transcendent! Praise due is given! Satisfaction is made! The Church, My Bride adorned!

Motherhood and Fatherhood restored! The dignity of the Catholic Christian motherly and fatherly roles proclaimed! The Song of Divine Love, Mercy and Compassion sung universally throughout the whole world through the universal Motherly role of Mother Church! Then all will know that I the Lord am their God. This is the complete answer to this holocaust, for the victims of abortion and other killings of these innocents. Then, my children, turn and sin no more! Serve the Novitiate of the Holy Family in Nazareth Universal! ‘Come and see where I live’ and you will have life more abundantly. What better way to see justice done for all than via Love?

This proclaims the full discipline of the Church and Divine Mercy in dispensation.

Love is the fullness of the Law. I am the definitive fulfilment of the New Law of love. I am Love. Theirs is a baptism of love. Deny it! I love them also and their parents and the perpetrators of the crime of the killing of these innocents. I am the fullness of the Law, every dot and stroke! I am Truth! I am Love Divine!

By the Church embracing these little ones and raising them before the world to their martyr status, She proclaims My Saving Love to all nations. She proclaims the Creed and the teachings of the Church. She facilitates their witness to Me, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. I am the Prime Lover! This is a great movement of My Love! I Am that I Am! Give this message to the Church!

4. Violent Language Used in the "Inspirations" when Attacking Church Authority

‘De Menezes' supposed revelations and writings demonstrate a litigious and dissident spirit. The Church stands accused of impeding Jesus' efforts to save the souls of millions of aborted children and, therefore, 'Jesus' ranks the hierarchy of the Church, who are unwilling to 'claim' the aborted, alongside abortionists and abortion-sponsoring legislators. As such, the 'Jesus' of De Menezes' supposed revelations displays ignorance of the Church's uncompromised stance against the evil of abortion and its compassionate hope for the salvation of children who have died without baptism. It is as if Jesus were inordinately bound by his own Church: Jesus refrains from working any good for the children, it seems, until the desired 'claiming' is declared.

The unusually violent and threatening language used in the 'inspirations' to attack the authorities of the Church seems incompatible with any genuinely divine revelation: "Jesus: Those who subject the children to trial by neglect, I will subject to trial by fire ... Wicked short-sighted shepherds. Vengeance is mine! Let those who know of this grace not be complacent! Cardinals, bishops, theologians and people, your, duty is clear! Millions of human lives and immortal souls are at stake!" (11.9.97) or again "Inform the Archbishop that his hard-heartedness is like that of Pharaoh and it will bring down disaster on the people" (19.8.95).’

We have checked our publications and the two messages quoted above do not appear in them. This means they were not made public by us but sent only to either the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith or to the Archbishop. The 11th

September 1997 is included in the messages attached as it provides additional contextual information.

Litigious and dissident spirit

This is deeply felt by members of the Family of Divine Innocence who care deeply about the Church. This criticism does not take into account the many messages affirming and encouraging study and conformity to Church teaching; in addition the witness of those who have responded to this message. There are so many references to docility and fidelity to Church teaching, the role of the Magisterium and in particular the care and prayerful support of priests (see examples below). Those involved in this inspiration are encouraged to be deeply committed to the life and teachings of the Catholic Church and in some cases have been led to that commitment by the spirituality itself. It has been recognised by the previous Archbishop of Southwark and local clergy that our members are Catholics of good standing in the Church.
Feast of the Holy Family, 1990

Our Lady. My children, when you enter the Holy Family by your commitment, the Rules of the Holy Family apply to you. We lived by a holy discipline. No sin can exist within this Family – no rebellious behaviour – no disobedience to the Will of God and the teachings of the One Holy Catholic Church can come under my Motherly care.

St. Joseph cannot be the guardian of sin, disobedience or unholy behaviour. The Child Jesus is never the companion of evil or sin. He is Innocence Itself. He is sinless. He is Divine Innocence and wishes to live in the company of His brothers and sisters - those who strive daily to serve the Novitiate of the Holy Family, by being docile and obedient to the Commandments and teachings of the Church and following Christ in the Gospel.

17th June 1985.

Jesus. With this Chaplet (Eucharistic Chaplet) you must strengthen and protect the Priests I have given you. It is your solemn duty to do so. They pour out their lives for you. They suffer so much.

Those of you who criticise My Priests, Bishops or the Holy Father should beware. It is a grave sin.

Those who in the past have attacked the person or inner spirit of these men, who are a special treasure in My Heart, should come humbly and ask for forgiveness. Wrap My Priests in this Chaplet that I have given you. Include your own needs. Pray for all souls through it. Those who protect and strengthen My Priests through it will have a special place in My Heart. I will grant many other petitions through its use.

8th June 1985. After an act of consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Our Lady. I, your Mother, wish you to look very carefully at this Act of Consecration which I have given you. You must live it to the letter. Look at each word. Do you fail me in any way in living this Consecration? If families would only live this Consecration and say the Rosary together, what protection would be yours! Stay very close to the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion.

Obedience to the Church is of the utmost importance. Why do you abandon the ship (the Church) that carries you to the safety of Heaven? If this ship is in the storm of evil and sin, stay with her and be guided by her captain, the Holy Father!  (who follows the light of Christ)

By studying the inspiration as a whole and the lived witness of our members, we believe there is sufficient evidence of the fidelity, docility and commitment to both the teaching of the Catholic Church and her Pastors.

Ranks the hierarchy of the Church, who are unwilling to 'claim' the aborted, alongside abortionists and abortion-sponsoring legislators.

This is not true. The words of Jesus are a warning to us all, not only to those directly responsible, but also to those who can help the cause of life and to those who are indifferent to the plight of these children. The plight of these children is not only the threat to their physical life but also the uncertainty in Church teaching regarding their eternal beatitude and millions more children in danger of death.

Once they have been killed, these children, made in God’s image and likeness and whom Christ came to save, are forgotten by the majority of people. The words of Jesus in the messages invite us all to search our hearts and ask, “Is there something more that can be done for these children and for those responsible for their deaths?”

The following extract from the thesis titled Theological and Catechetical implications of the Church proclaiming children killed before birth as companions of the first Holy Innocents by Patricia de Menezes explains the wider implications of not considering the ‘claiming’:

Having taken an overview of the Catholic Church’s position on this matter, the Magisterial and papal documents which clearly condemn abortion and the ‘culture of death’ mentality, it is evident that the Church has remained far from silent on this issue and consistently upholds the dignity of the human person from conception to natural death. Why then has the Church’s message not seemed to have changed the situation regarding attacks on human life? The reasons are as complex and numerous as the individuals and circumstances involved in the killing of the unborn. This problem is seen however as predominately a moral question. The proposal for the Catholic Church to claim those killed before birth as Companion Martyrs of the first Holy Innocents contains within it important elements in the defence of life and promotes a Christian ‘culture of life’. If we are to defend life from the Christian tradition, it must be at the deepest level, which is based upon the revelation of Jesus Christ who has conquered sin and death. So in addition to the theology regarding the morality of killing the unborn, it is necessary to explore the theology concerning the status of its victims for whom Christ came to give life more abundantly. The salvation of these children is fundamentally important in the fight against abortion. If we defend their right to life, must they not be given life in the Church for all to see? The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that we are allowed to hope that there is a way of salvation for these children. We have a duty to look into the reasons for that hope (c.c.c.1261) remembering that St. Paul tells us our hope will not be disappointed. Rom: 5:5

Ignorance of the Church's uncompromised stance

The previous extract illustrates that Patricia de Menezes acknowledges the uncompromising stance of the Church regarding abortion. Jesus in the messages state that the children bear witness to the truth taught by the Catholic Church. A wider look at the messages can leave no doubt that the ‘claiming’ is dependent upon and directed to proclaiming the Church’s teaching on life in its fullness.

The Church’s teaching is consistent, public, unambiguous and universally recognised. The sad fact is that individual members of the Church, both lay and clerical, have not always proclaimed and lived the full implications of this teaching regarding the ‘Gospel of Life’.

Compassionate hope for salvation

The ‘compassionate hope’ for the salvation of children who have died without baptism is referred to in the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
1261 As regards children who have died without Baptism, the Church can only entrust them to the mercy of God, as she does in her funeral rites for them. Indeed, the great mercy of God who desires that all men should be saved, and Jesus' tenderness toward children which caused him to say: "Let the children come to me, do not hinder them," allow us to hope that there is a way of salvation for children who have died without Baptism. All the more urgent is the Church's call not to prevent little children coming to Christ through the gift of holy Baptism.

1283 With respect to children who have died without Baptism, the liturgy of the Church invites us to trust in God's mercy and to pray for their salvation.

The document The Hope of Salvation states that ‘the Church does not have sure knowledge about the salvation of unbaptised infants who die.’ Although there is an increasing openness to the possibility of the salvation of unbaptised infants, expressed both through the sensus fidelium and in the liturgy, at present the official teaching of the Church is that this is not certain. Does it matter? Do we require this certainty? Could it be left as one of those matters of faith that is a mystery and left as a point of speculative interest to theology?

First, it is a matter of pastoral urgency due to the number of individuals killed and, by implication, of those involved in the killing. The official statistics give evidence of killing worldwide on an unprecedented scale. Silence as to their status after death is an advantage to those who want to believe they never existed. Once they have been killed they are forgotten and it becomes part of the silent, secret hidden nature of this tragedy. It is one of the reasons why, through this inspiration, we believe that we must remember these children and make public reparation for their deaths.

There are pastoral and catechetical issues involved. Repentant parents may enquire after the fate of their children after death. If the issue is not clarified, then there is a danger that many of the laity, and possibly also a number of priests, out of

a sense of pastoral concern, will tend to assume that the children killed by abortion have been saved anyway, without it having been made fully clear how the children are saved through Christ and His Church. This would most certainly undermine the understanding of the necessity of sacramental baptism.

By contrast, if serious consideration were given to the theological arguments for proposing that the children killed before birth should be considered as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents, then through their baptism of blood – the extraordinary means of salvation – they would also witness to the ordinary means of salvation, the Sacrament of Baptism, with a profounder understanding that both flow from the ‘pierced side of Christ’.

There is a wonderful unity to the Catholic Faith, and thus by showing forth in this way how God has included these children in His saving plan, the Church can bear witness to His Truth, Justice and Mercy; to Jesus Christ crucified, risen and glorified; indeed to all the articles of the Creed.

Jesus refrains from working any good for the children, It is not that Jesus refrains from working any good for the children but he respects the divine order he has established. The action of the Church is necessary so as to witness to Christ the Sacrament and the ordinary means of salvation, the Sacraments. It is not only about the children who have already died, but about those still in danger – and still more, the souls of those who have committed this sin.

The action of the visible Church is vital to this.
Returning to the unusually violent and threatening language used in the 'inspirations'

According to the theological commentary on the message of Fatima, private revelations can be seen as belonging to the theological category of prophecy. In the biblical sense this is not prediction of the future but it is given to explain the will of God for the present. ‘The prophet speaks to the blindness of will and of reason…..The prophetic word is a warning or a consolation, or both together.’ (The Message of Fatima, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.)

The following is Patricia’s explanation:

In the Scriptures we see examples in the prophetic writings of strong language that are both warning and consolation, such as the book of Ezekiel, for example. Throughout the Bible different instruments were chosen to give a difficult message to God’s people.

A prophetic message often comes in times of crisis, spiritual emergency, sin and decay. It was sometimes because the people had to be corrected for very grave sins – as is arguably the case today with abortion and many other sins of our age. In the messages Our Lord is speaking about an unparalleled evil and strong words, it seems, are necessary in order to remind us how urgent it is for the shepherds to seek out the millions of people in every country who are involved in the killing of the children. There are numerous people who could benefit from learning to be fitting members of the Holy Family and living by the teachings of the Church.

The innocent blood of so many children soaks our land and every country in the world, God asks for an account of the innocent blood. (cf. Gen 37:26; Is 26:21; Ezekiel 24:7-8, Evangelium Vitae 9.) Our Lord loves His bishops and priests. He is trying to help and warn the people that great suffering will result for the Church and the world on account of the innocent blood of the children that has been shed. The killing cannot go on indefinitely without terrible consequences.

The Church has a prophetic and motherly responsibility towards all those involved in the killing of children before birth. The Church needs to reach these people more effectively than is presently happening; to call them to the truth, to the Church and her Sacraments, in order to reconcile them to God and his laws. Our Lord is showing that the whole world would hear if the

Catholic Church was to claim the children killed before birth and raise them to the Altar as companions of the first Holy Innocents. The Church is the only Universal motherly body with the authority, given by Christ to the Holy Father and the bishops, and the right doctrine. We ask only that they look carefully at the evidence.

I understand that Our Lord has chosen the children killed before birth to be heralds and witnesses to His Divine Innocence, for their parents and for the world, calling all nations to live in innocence, according to the Gospel and the teachings of the Holy Catholic Church; in this way they are proclaiming Christ as Saviour and the Sacraments of the Church as the ordinary means of salvation. The children come from every country in the world and will, if the Church claims them and raises them to the altar as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents, speak in every language and witness to the Truth, who is

Christ, and to the Mother Church and her teachings. 
Millions of human lives are at stake; children are in grave danger of being killed before birth; millions of parents, doctors, legislators, drug companies and abortion clinic staff, hospital staff have colluded in this grave sin. Their souls are in great danger if they have lifted their hands against the innocent. Our Lord said: Do not die with this innocent blood on your hands. Our Lord also says that the cardinals, bishops and priests are not doing enough to call the whole world to the truth, and to repentance. This is a missionary field of vast proportions, and yet it has hardly been entered. The claiming is to help them arrest the attention of all peoples and the governments.

The reference to Pharaoh was to show that God wants to bring his people out of the bondage of sin to the promised land of the Church and set them free from sin and the slavery of evil.

Let those who know of this grace not be complacent!

If the concern regarding the language of the messages is implying that the messages attack the authorities of the Church as a whole, this is not true. The warning is against complacency for all in the Church who know about the inspiration.

It is the responsibility of the Family of Divine Innocence to make known and understood the message of risen innocence in Christ’s Divine Innocence, for if we fail to do so, we will be culpable.

The messages are addressed to everyone to examine his or her responsibility regarding this unprecedented and systematic crime against the most weak and defenseless members of humanity, which continues unabated every day. If the number of children killed in abortion worldwide were to be translated into public killings, everyone would be calling for urgent action. Every year, in different ways, we remember those who have died in war, and other victims of violence or disasters, both man made and natural, yet in the case of these innocent victims, there is silence.

Throughout the history of the Church, attacks upon the truth have been countered by deeper reflection on the Deposit of Faith. This private revelation, is asking for such reflection to combat this crime, through Christ and His Church, via His witness in these children. “Martyrdom is the supreme witness to the truth of the faith” (CCC2473). A realisation of the scale of the problem should certainly impress upon those in authority the urgency of giving serious consideration to every possible initiative.

Finally the children of Divine Innocence have been given a simple Rule and Constitution which we will strive to live.
The Rule of Love - Constitution of the Child Jesus

Patricia. I was thinking about the Rules and Constitution for the Children of Divine Innocence and thought that they should be very simple. I asked the Infant Jesus.

Patricia. Little King, what are the Rules of this Community?

Infant Jesus. The first Rule is Love, the last Rule is Love and all the Rules in between are Love.

Patricia. What is the Constitution, Little King?

Infant Jesus. Your Constitution is My Constitution.

Infant Jesus. What is the Constitution of My Childhood? (Our Lord spoke about the physical and spiritual constitution of His Childhood.) The Constitution of a healthy, holy, little child, strong and joyful and full of happiness, who quickly recovers after a fall; naturally loving and kind; full of warmth and innocence; trusting and good; forgets wrongs quickly; affectionate and peaceable; bears the wounds inflicted by others with love and resignation.

Infant Jesus. A Child of Divine Innocence:

- trusts and is trusted;

- loves its Heavenly Mother and its Mother the Church;

- is docile and obedient and shows loving fidelity to the Holy Father;

- is confident under the care of its Heavenly Mother and the guardianship of St Joseph;

- would never do anything that would grieve or shame the Holy Family;

                             A Child of Divine Innocence:-

- knows the faith of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church and studies it with diligence and love;

- keeps the commandments;

- loves silence, because it is in that silence that one hears the voice of God;

- loves the Song of Love and strives to sing it to perfection.

Infant Jesus. This is your Rule and Constitution; you follow the house rules of the Holy Family in Bethlehem and Nazareth. In a spiritual sense the child of Divine Innocence is born in Bethlehem and in Nazareth grows in stature and wisdom. Look to the example and virtues of your Heavenly Mother and St. Joseph, and the Child Jesus who is the perfection of the way of Divine and Christ like Innocence.
Messages Quoted in the CDF Observations

Highlighted passages are the quotes used in Observations

31st January 2001(ii). Nazareth House. The Way of Divine Innocence, A24.

P. Regarding all the different spiritualities and charisms within the Church, Our Lord showed that they were like facets of a diamond, but that the Way of His Divine Innocence is the whole diamond with all the facets. Then He said:

J. The whole diamond is the whole family of mankind within the one Holy Family!

12th April 1998(ii). Holy Thursday (Erratum Holy Thursday was 9th April 1998)

Patricia. We were studying the Catechism of the Catholic Church CCC. 512 on the subject of 'Profession of Faith', Paragraph 3: The Mysteries of Christ's Life. Our Lord commented on the content of the text:

R. 'Concerning Christ's life the Creed speaks only about the mysteries of the Incarnation (conception and birth) and Paschal mystery (passion, crucifixion, death, burial, descent into hell, resurrection and ascension). It says nothing explicitly about the mysteries of Jesus' hidden or public life, but the articles of faith concerning his Incarnation and Passover do shed light on the whole of his earthly life. 'All that Jesus did and taught, from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven', (Acts 1:1-2) is to be seen in the light of the mysteries of Christmas and Easter.'
Jesus. I AM that I AM! The Holy Family IS PERFECTION on earth! It IS the life of the Blessed Trinity! It IS the perfection of the Role of Men, Women and Priests! The Novitiate IS the New Garden of Eden!

Patricia. Both Our Lady and St. Joseph are Christlike. The Perfection of the Role of women is seen in Our Lady. The Perfection of the role of men is seen in St. Joseph.

The one Perfect Priest is Our Lord who completes the Holy Family. Like the Holy Family our lives must be Christ centred and they will be, if we live fully committed to the life of the Holy Family. That perfection is not yet perfect in us. The Novitiate of the Holy Family is to help us to live that perfection right now. The Novitiate is to train us in the perfection of our roles and how to co-operate more effectively with others in their roles. In this way the perfection Christ came to give us is founded in each one of us. Our Lord said "Be ye therefore perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect. Jesus came to show us the Way to the Father. The Way of Divine Innocence is the way to the Father explained in greater clarity.

The hidden life of Nazareth is coming more and more clearly into focus as is the hidden role of St. Joseph and Our Lady and the teaching Our Lord gave the Holy Couple in Nazareth.

There is only one Holy Family and that is the original Holy Family where the perfection of Catholic Family life was established for the whole of the family and people of God for all time. The perfection of the motherly and fatherly roles of all men, women and priests was founded in that original Holy Family and Our Lady and St. Joseph were the first novices to be trained in this Holy Universal Novitiate.

Often we hear people say "Have you allowed Jesus into your life?" We might also think in the other direction. Our lives are full of sin and imperfection. He wants us to come into His life. We have to go fully into His life, enter His heart and mind and His Family, the Holy Family.

Our Lord invited us all in the Gospel via His words to Philip to "Come and See" where he lives in Nazareth (Jn 1:46). Since the Crucifixion the life of Nazareth is Universal. It would be better for us to be at home in his home and follow his rule of life than for Jesus to be a guest in our home and lives where we still hold the key of the home and make the rules. So often we say to Our Lord, "that is far enough, don't interfere too much in my life”. We can sometimes act as if Our Lord and His way of life is inconvenient. When Christ stands at the door and knocks it would be better for us if he knocks at the door of Nazareth and find us fully at home with Our Lady and St. Joseph. If he must knock at our door surely it must be to say to us “come and see where I LIVE”. He had only one home on earth and that was Nazareth. You may hear people say “we are already in the Holy Family through our Baptism”, but are we fully committed members of the Holy Family and the life of the Blessed Trinity, and are we really studying how to become perfect in a committed way? Do we diligently study our faith and the teachings of the Church in an ongoing life-long way?

I asked Our Lord what is the difference between being in the Church and being in the Church studying and living the Novitiate of the Holy Family.

Jesus. The difference is the degree of perfection revealed and the training offered to attain perfection by the shortest route possible. Many prefer the long route. They are in no hurry to be perfect or to reach heaven. Oh Yes, there are millions of non-committed Catholic Christians and millions of non-committed Christians, they are Catholic and Christian in name only.

Patricia. But Lord, I am speaking about those trying to do their best to be good Catholic Christians and good people outside the Church. Our Lord referred to the Penny Catechism:

R. “Why did God make me? He made me to KNOW HIM, to LOVE HIM and to SERVE HIM and to be happy with Him in this world and the next.” (Penny Catechism)

Jesus. This Novitiate is for everyone! This is not Personal Service or National Service, this is the Universal Service of the Holy Catholic Church!

Jesus. What happens to a new recruit in the Army? Training! He or she is prepared for battle. What happens to a small child in a family? Training! What happens in the Novitiate of the Holy Family? Training for perfection! On the Way of Perfection there are battles to be fought and WON! You will be trained and equipped to WIN the battle between good and evil, not to lose! [Patricia. To fully enjoy Christ’s own Victory on the Cross]

Patricia. Lord, what can we say when people say, “Why should I serve this Novitiate of the Holy Family?”

Jesus. Tell them the Virgin Mother of God was humble enough to serve it before you and so was the great St. Joseph, pure spouse of Mary. Tell them their Saviour and Lord humbled Himself to be born of a creature and to be obedient to St. Joseph and the Blessed Mother. Tell them to follow Me from the beginning to the end. Can they say I have another spirituality other than the spirituality of the Church Herself, different from the Blessed Mother, separate from St. Joseph, a spirituality that is not of My Divine Innocence? If they do, their spirituality is not Catholic or Christian or of the original perfect order I founded in the beginning. Their situation is not Catholic in the sense of Universal or obedient to Me. The Blessed Mother said "Do as he tells you" and I said in the Gospel, “Come and see” [where I live].

Patricia. My Lord, the wording “Do as he tells you” was in the context of the wedding feast?

Jesus. This is the wedding feast of the Lamb! What servant decides his own training programme? The families, men, women, the priest, the children are not trained in the Way of My Divine Innocence! They are not trained to understand the perfection of their separate yet complementary roles.

Patricia. Forgive me, Lord, for saying that there are millions of people who have gone before us who never heard of the Novitiate of the Holy Family. There are millions in the Church now who do not know about it. I do not wish to question you,  Lord, I only wish to be able to answer those who attack your beautiful messages.

Jesus. There are millions who will learn this Way of My Divine Innocence because it is the easiest way to Heaven! No longer will the roles of women be crucified, no longer will the role of men be crucified or the role of the Priest. No longer will the innocence of little children be stolen from them, if only you will follow My Way of Divine Innocence and allow the original perfect Order I founded in the beginning to be founded in each one of you!

Jesus. A little child will lead them, My Divine Innocence. The Way of My Divine Innocence will show the way to the life that is more abundant.
Patricia. Lord, please, what is the difference between being in the Church and being in the Church and serving this Novitiate?

Jesus. A difference of degree.

Patricia. Lord, some say everyone is in the Holy Family.

Jesus. They do not act as if they are! Many keep company with devils not saints.

Patricia. Lord, we are speaking of those who are trying to be good Catholics.

Jesus. What do you mean by trying? How many Catholics really know their faith? How many read the Bible, the very Word of God? How many have ever opened the Catechism of the Catholic Church? How many have ever read even one of the Holy Father’s Documents?

How many have read the documents of the Church or the Councils? What do you mean by trying? - a starvation diet! Many manage on devotion empty of substance. Too many Catholics are at the kindergarten level and have no intention of advancing, they wander into error through culpable ignorance. If they reach Heaven at all they will inhabit the lower mansion.

Patricia. Lord, forgive me for pressing you, I need to answer those who attack us or think the Novitiate is just another spirituality. What of priests and religious who say this is not for them, they have another spirituality?

Jesus. That is the trouble, they have another spirituality - that is exactly the problem!

Patricia. I mean the spirituality of the Franciscans, Dominicans, Jesuits, Benedictines and all the other communities, Lord?

Jesus. The founders of these great orders and communities waited for this hour and how they wish it was blazing already - blazing for all to see, the glory of the Novitiate of the Holy Family. The Perfection of the Role of women, that of nurturing and mothering the life of their God in their motherhood and womanhood and particular vocation.

The glory of the role of men, shining out for the whole world to see, that of guardian and protector of My life in the world in their fatherhood and manhood and in their vocation.

The glory of the perfection of the role of the priesthood shining out for all to see, triumphant in My Divine Innocence. This is a Universal Novitiate!

The priests have not understood their combined Christlike, St. Joseph and other Christ role and now it is imperative they do, for the forces of evil gather to slaughter yet more innocents, to destroy the glory of the role of women and of men and, worst of all, to destroy and distort the innocence of childhood. Be forewarned, innocence is to be yet deeper crucified unless you listen to this message of Divine Mercy! + (Patricia. Our Lord gave His Blessing +).
11th January 1994 (i).

J. What can you give Me in the beauty of this present moment?

P. Lord, I often feel uneasy when there are attacks on the foundation and the spirituality!

J. I will be your defence. This foundation is already founded and I have protected it all down the ages in good souls.

P. Lord, why does the Church not know of this Novitiate of the Holy Family, the first Christian Order, the last Christian Order, and the amazing power of its effects?

J. What did I tell My disciples, My child? - ''I cannot tell you everything now; it would be too much for you''. The revelation of this Novitiate and its power and effects is revealed in all its beauty in this last time, to gather in all the nations of the earth, so the Church will be Triumphant in Holy and Divine Innocence. The devil will be defeated as the glory and power of the Novitiate of the Holy Family renews the whole of creation.

You are the beginnings of the New People of God. The Sacrament of Marriage lived to perfection. The priestly, single, and married state lived to perfection.

P. The Holy Family is shown above the sanctuary area in dazzling white clothes - a white that is whiter than anything one can see on this earth. This represents purity and Holy Innocence, but this purity and Holy Innocence is not just an outward clothing; the Holy Family's whole being is pure and holy; they move and have their being in this Holy and Divine Innocence and Purity. To think we are being given the invitation to enter into the company of the Holy Family itself - to live even here on earth in this environment - it is an incredible invitation! The way back to this new Garden of Eden is via Christ in the Eucharist and a grace flowing from the Holy Family. Our Lord is ‘the Way, the Truth and the Life’.

J. My child, you need not worry that anything or anyone can destroy this foundation! I AM the foundation stone of the Novitiate of the Holy Family, the keystone of this Original First and Last Christian Order. ‘The gates of hell cannot prevail against this foundation’. The proof of this foundation is the very existence of the Church Herself and the gates of hell will not prevail against her! 
P. Lord, how is the Holy Family the Church?

J. The Holy Family is the Church in miniature. The true Church is holy. The Holy Family is the Church, holy, complete and perfect in miniature.

P. Our Lord showed that the whole life of Christ, the Order He established in the Holy Family and the Order He founded in the Church, is the Novitiate of the Holy Family and it now needs to be founded in each person and all peoples until we become one Holy Family and People of God.

J. On the Cross I said the words “It is finished''. Now that perfection of Redemption has only to be founded in you in all the perfection of the Original Christian Order, the ordered life of the Holy Family. God does not live or work in the past or wait for the future, but is perfect in every present moment in the eternal present moment.

If you look closely at this Family you will see everything is here; the Unity and Peace of the Blessed Trinity; the Father's Will carried out to perfection; all the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit Triumphant in Holy and Divine Innocence; the One Priest, Prophet/Priest and King; the perfection of the role of women and the perfection of the role of men. A new heaven and a new earth. The Song of Divine Love sung to perfection.

By coming into this Original Christian design and living this Blessed Novitiate you will reach perfection. Yes, the doorway back to the Garden of Eden is via the Eucharist - My true and Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. No one can come to the Father except through Me.

‘I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life’. ‘He who believes in Me will not perish but have eternal life’. Even here on earth you will have My life more abundantly from within My own Family, the Holy Family.

This Novitiate and this grace needs to be understood by the Teaching Church. If the Bishops and Priests do not understand it they cannot carry out their St Joseph and Other Christ roles and protect the grace!

P. Lord, why then have you come to the lay people first?

J. I came to St. Joseph and the Blessed Mother first also in the Original design. I have not changed My approach. The Family is the Church in miniature. If all families came into this Original Design of the First and Last Christian Order, that Original Holy Family and that original and perfect environment, they would become the extended Holy Family, one Holy Family and People of God.

P. Lord, why did you not go to the Bishops and Priests with this information?

J. The Blessed Mother did not question My methods. She said: “Let it be done to me according to Thy Will.''

P. Forgive me, Lord!

J. My child, take this grace to the Church and to the people – why did I not first go to the Jewish Priests? The basis of all holy vocations is the family - holy priests, holy men, holy women, and innocent children.
12th April 1998 St. Raphael's Church, Second Tuesday of the Month Retreat Day.

Instruction from Our Lady on God’s Divine Order of things.

(Erratum: The second Tuesday was the 14th April)

Our Lady. Thank you my dear children for coming to this retreat day. This is a special day, for it is a day set aside for a deeper study of your faith, the Scriptures and spiritual reading, but most of all you have come together to adore the Lord of Life. Before you (Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament) is the life of the Universal Church, the life of Humanity and the life of all creation. Each breath in your body is a gift from your Divine Lord. Every Church would be full day and night if you really understood the gift of this most adorable Sacrament.

My children, you console my Heart. The true children of Divine Innocence are those who have a deep devotion for My Real Presence, but there is more! The children of Divine Innocence have an intimate relationship with Jesus Eucharistic, He is the Lover of their souls, their intimate friend, where He is, they are also. Remember the Divine Order of things ordained by God.

Our Lady. How did the Lord of Life become flesh in this world?

Our Lady. At the Will of the Father he came (Jn 4:34).

Our Lady. Your Heavenly Mother's ‘yes’ (Luke 1:38).

Patricia. The overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. The greatest miracle the world has ever known came about. The Real Presence of Christ. Conception / Incarnation (Lk 1:38).

Patricia. The Motherly role of Our Lady and the Protecting role of St. Joseph (Mt 2:14).

Patricia. Our Lady indicated that I should continue to write down all the elements of Christ’s life in this world and she occasionally commented.

Patricia. Born of the Virgin.

Our Lady. Your Heavenly Mother. The humility of Bethlehem, His throne of humility (Mt 2:11).

Our Lady. The flight into Egypt, the desert experience (Mt 2:14, 15).

Our Lady. A Hidden Nazareth, Wisdom's hidden Glory. Hidden Glory in ordinary everyday life (Mt 2:23; Lk 2:51).

Patricia. Christ's Mission (Jn 18:37).

Our Lady. Real Presence of God living among men. Living Gospel of the Life of Christ, the Sacrament, teaching; the Word of God, the Scriptures, Catechism, Healing, Obedience to the Father's Will (Jn 5:30).

Patricia. The Passion.

Our Lady. The testing of the soul’s fidelity: denial, betrayal or fidelity.

Patricia. Death - Crucifixion: Our Lady accompanying Christ to the Crucifixion. St. John and Our Lady under the Cross. Words of Our Lord from the Cross; "Woman behold your son, son behold your Mother." The first Confessional: the good thief, "This day you will be with Me in paradise." Spiritual and physical crucifixion in us. The death of sin in us, our crucified innocence reborn in Christ’s Divine Innocence through confession, receiving Holy Communion and deepening the knowledge of our Faith. The need for St. John to carry out his St. Joseph and priestly role in caring for Our Lady and the infant Church with St. Peter and the other Apostles. Our Lady mothering the infant Church. The motherly and fatherly role of protecting and nurturing the life of Christ in our male and female roles.

St. John brought Our Lady into his home so she became the mother of St. John as well as of the whole human race, a particular and universal motherly role – the role of the Mother Church and the role of all women. St. John came into the Novitiate of the Holy Family, as Guardian, Protector and Priest in his combined priestly, Christ-like and St. Joseph role (the

role of men according to their particular vocation, priest or laity).

Patricia. The Resurrection: The Triumph of Christ's Divine Innocence in our crucified innocence. “This day you will be with me in paradise” (Lk 23:43).

Patricia. Personal attention from the risen Christ for his Apostles and Our Lady. Breath of God, Jesus breathed on the Apostles and said “Receive the Holy Spirit” (Jn 20:22). The coming of the Holy Spirit. The public Church is born at Pentecost; power is given to go out and tell the good news to the whole world and to baptise in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Patricia. Apostolic Mission. Our Lady caring for St. John and the Apostles. The incarnational life of Christ. Our Lady was the experienced Mother, teaching the young Mother Church. Christ conceived, formation in the womb of the Church, the ‘Herod of evil’ trying to kill Christ's life in the new Christians. Hidden life to protect the life of Christ.
Growing in stature and wisdom before God and man. Mission, Crucifixion, Resurrection in the Church and in the life of Christians.

Our Lady. My children, this is your Novitiate, the Way of Divine Innocence, the Spirituality of the Church Herself. The life of Christ your Lord. The perfection of your motherly / female role, fatherly / male role, priestly / fatherly role / other Christ / role in Nazareth Universal. The perfection of motherhood, the New Eve. The perfection of fatherhood, the perfection of Divine Childhood. The magnificent perfection of the priesthood in the one perfect Priest, Glory, now! The Resurrection now! Strong Catholics, holy Christians triumphant in Holy Innocence, led by a little Child, Jesus in his Divine Innocence.

My Motherly blessing +.

Patricia. A blaze of light comes forth from the Blessed Sacrament, beautiful rays of light.

Jesus. Oh my children, children of My Divine Innocence, what treasures of grace I long to share with each one of you. Ask and you WILL RECEIVE! My Blessing +.

Patricia. Lord, you seem to be instructing us personally.

Jesus. I have always instructed personally and that personal instruction is kept safe in the heart of My Virgin Bride, My Church. The Order I founded in the family, the only Holy Family, must be founded in each one of you, every soul. True Christians belong to the Holy Family and the Church: this Order IS perfect. This Order must be founded to perfection in

every member of the Church if they are to be fitting members of the Holy Family. (The Divine Order of things.)!

Patricia. Lord, I do not know what to say to priests, religious, lay people, they seem to think the Way of Your Divine Innocence is optional or one of many spiritualities in the Church.

Jesus. How blind are those who think they see clearly. The blind lead the blind. This Spirituality is the Perfect Original Spirituality of the Church Herself. Shout it abroad, proclaim it from the roof tops! My Church must be Triumphant in all its members in My Divine Innocence! How can you think or say “what is the difference between this Spirituality and any other spirituality”? This Spirituality IS founded by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all others by founders through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and yes, they served for a time but the time, the appointed time, is here for you to be perfect, and the perfection of My Order in all its perfect originality to be founded perfectly in each one of you!

This Order, the perfect Order of My Divine Innocence, is the First and last Order! The Alpha and the Omega, I AM. This Order is MY ORDER! This Order IS Perfection! The Order of My Divine Innocence precedes all orders, and supersedes all orders, it is the original perfect Christian Catholic Universal Order of God! (The Divine Order of things.)

Nazareth is the Motherhouse of the Church!

For those who in humility, in union with the Blessed Mother give Me their Yes and are diligently prepared to undertake their training through their Commitment (to the Holy Family), miracles of grace will pour into your lives. Too many of you say “yes” but with many reservations. Say often the Prayer of Perfection and the Prayer of the foundation of the Order of Divine Innocence and Novitiate of the Holy Family, these prayers will help you to open every area of your life to the purifying fires of Divine Love. + (Patricia. Our Lord gave us His Blessing.)

Prayer of Perfection:

 ‘O My God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I desire that you bring my soul to the perfection and full glory that you intended for me when you created me, so that you receive the greatest glory and praise possible. Do not allow my weakness, frailty and sins to impede the action of Your love. Be fully glorified in me, in Body, Mind and Spirit; Amen!’

Prayer of the foundation of the Order of Divine Innocence and Novitiate of the Holy Family:

‘Dear Lord, Dear Blessed Mother, St Joseph, found the Order of Divine Innocence and the Novitiate of the Holy Family more and more perfectly in me every day, in all the perfection of the original design of the first Christian Order, Amen.

4th December 1993.

Jesus. Look at this passage! (The passage in which St. John the Baptist baptises Jesus).

Patricia. I looked up St. Mark to try to find it but Our Lord said, “No - St. John”.

Patricia. Our Lord said that the Church Authorities, for the claiming of the souls of aborted children, should look at St. John, Chapter 3.

Patricia. I looked at Mark to see what he said about this part of the Gospel but couldn’t find it there. Our Lord in good humour said:

Jesus. So you don’t believe Me!
Patricia. Sorry, Lord, it was curiosity!

Jesus. Curiosity killed the cat: Let’s get back to St. John. St. John - Chapter 3.

Verse 3: ‘Jesus answered and said to him: “Amen, amen, I say to thee, unless a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”.’

Verse 4: ‘Nicodemus saith to him: “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be born again?’’.’

Jesus. The womb of the Maternal Church, the womb of the Blessed Mother’s Spiritual Motherhood. Read on:-

Verse 5: ‘Jesus answered: “Amen, amen, I say to thee, unless a man be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God’’.’

Patricia. By what water can the aborted children be baptised?

Jesus. By the pure water that flows from My Side and by being washed in the Blood of the Lamb, I am the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world and cleanse from original sin!

Patricia. Lord, it says by water and the Spirit!

Jesus. The Spirit breatheth where he will! Write these Verses:
Verse 6: ‘That which is born of the flesh, is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit, is spirit,’

Verse 7: ‘Wonder not that I said to thee, you must be born again.’

Verse 8: ‘The Spirit breatheth where he will; and thou hearest his voice but thou knowest not whence he cometh, and whither he goeth; so is every one that be born of the Spirit’

Jesus. Ask again the Bishops, Priests and `Theologians’ by whose baptism is John baptised? Ask also if the Bishops, Priests and Theologians forbid the spirit to breathe on these little ones, martyred in opposition and disobedience to the Truth. They have suffered for the Truth and the Word, My words are Spirit and they are life. Do you restrict where the Spirit blows? It is in the power of the Church to invoke the Spirit. The Spirit blows where it wills but it is for the Church to bind on earth for the understanding of the faithful. (P. Only the Church can claim the souls of aborted children as companion Martyrs with the first Holy Innocents).

Jesus. Write this Verse:

Verse 10 ‘Jesus answered and said to him “(Nicodemus): Art thou a master in Israel, and knoweth not these things?’’ ’

Patricia. (Referring to Verse 11, same Chapter)

Jesus. Still the Church receives not the testimony: Faith, working through Charity.

Patricia. Spoken to the Church:

Jesus. They are martyrs to the Faith. Have faith and extend My Charity, Mercy and Love to these souls, the souls of the parents, and others in grave danger of losing their souls if they are not called to repentance. Go out and seek that which will most certainly be lost if Faith does not work this Charity. I have come to seek, find and save that which was lost. My Father sent Me to save the world!
29th November 1995.

Patricia. Lord, what shall we tell those who wonder what we are doing for hours in your Presence?

Jesus. Tell them you have enrolled in THE open university - a university that is open to all men. Tell them you have to attend classes. Tell them your enrolment fees have been paid in full on the Cross and invite them to join you at the Eucharistic University of Divine Love.

Tell them the Professor can speak with authority on any subject, in any language, and enlighten any number of souls instantly, with simultaneous translations. Tell them this University offers a Master's Degree, your Lord and Master's degree, and I expect every student to attain First Class Honours with a P grade, P for Perfection. Graduation Day, with cap and gown, is in heaven!

Patricia. What is the cap, Lord?

Jesus. Humorously Our Lord said: "A halo".

Patricia. And the gown, Lord?

Jesus. Innocence; the White Robe of the saints who have been through the great persecution.

Jesus. Tell them classes are held locally world-wide, as near as your local church, where My Real Presence is reserved. Too many lock My students out of the Eucharistic University.
11th January 2001(iii). Nazareth House.

Patricia. I was thinking about the Song of Love and I said to Our Lord:

Patricia. Lord, is the Song of Love active or still?

Jesus. It is retroactive!

Patricia. What do you mean, Lord?

Jesus. Look it up!

Patricia. Dictionary meaning: ‘having validity from an earlier date’. (The Song of Divine Love is born in God and shared with us.)

Patricia. Lord, the Way of Divine Innocence does not seem to be what the young want.

Jesus. What do the young want?

Patricia. Excitement!

Jesus. I can give them enough excitement to give them a heart attack! Have you lacked excitement?
Patricia. I can't complain about that, Lord - more than enough.

Jesus. What else do the young want?

Patricia. Travel, perhaps.

Jesus. Since you have been in My service, where have you travelled to spreading this message?

Patricia. Israel, India, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, Canada, U.S.A, Yugoslavia, Germany, Austria, France, Rome and Italy, Scotland, Wales, Belgium, Portugal.

Jesus. Where else do you wish to go?

Patricia. Nowhere (unless it is Your Will, Lord). I have had more than enough travel!

Jesus. What else do the young desire?

Patricia. Money, perhaps - work and security.

Jesus. Do you complain of your treatment in My employment?

Patricia. No Lord, Divine Providence has taken care of every need, I don’t deserve it.

Jesus. It is not a matter of being deserving but of being loved!

Patricia. Perhaps the young want the bright lights, Lord.

Jesus. There is no brighter light than the light of the Truth. The young need to learn to distinguish the light of Truth from the glint of false gold. There is no brighter light than the Light of the world, I am the Light of the world! The bright lights you speak of are mere baubles in comparison!

Patricia. Some say they want fun, a good time.
Jesus. There is a price to pay for each funfair ride but the will is free!

Jesus. Have you enjoyed fun?

Patricia. Something better, Lord - joy and great companionship.

Jesus. Beggars are the choosers! Many young people want to keep their God on the shelf until they have had their fun and then get round to God later! It is fortunate for these young people that I Am Patience!

Patricia. Lord, there are many young people who are good and try.

Jesus. 'There is no one good but God' (Mark 10:18). All I want is that they in their trying receive the victor's crown! Why are there so few who will allow Me to accompany them in their discovery of life more abundantly? What high hopes I have at the creation of each individual soul and what low expectations so many have for themselves! I create an original - you re-create a very poor copy!

Patricia. Lord, the young and the not so young are afraid that life will pass them by.

Jesus. It will if they go by side roads rather than the Royal Road to Heaven!

Patricia. The straight and narrow road seems like a straightjacket to many, Lord.

Jesus. The straight and narrow road that leads to God is true freedom. The broad way leads to bondage and a straightjacket of sin that restricts freedom of movement, and a darkness that leads to error and distress! My Way is the way of love and companionship, truth, goodness and light - the way of perfection that leads through the ‘mountain of mists’ of error and sin to the high mountains of truth and Divine Love.

Patricia. Oh Lord, why do we want the love of others before the love of you? I cling to you (Jesus on the Cross). I want to go home, take me home!

Jesus. It is not the Will of the Father to take you home yet (Heaven). What do you want?

Patricia. The Will of the Father. 'Hide me in the shadow of your wings.' (Ps 17:8)

Jesus. (Patricia. Our Lord from the Cross) My 'wings' are outstretched to save! 'Hide in the shadow' of My wings!

11th September 1997. Feast of St. Ambrose Barlow, Priest and Martyr, Diocesan calendar.

Patricia. I was reading the second reading from the Office of Readings taken from St. Augustine, Sermon 329 and Our Lord referred to it:

R. ‘....How could the martyrs conquer, unless Christ conquered in the martyrs, for he said 'Be of good cheer, I have over come the world?'

Jesus. Do you think in the wholesale slaughter of millions of innocent martyred babes I do not say this to them also. I have over come those in the world who have murdered these New Holy Innocents.

R. ‘The commander of the heavens was ruling the minds and tongues of the martyrs, and by them was overcoming the devil on the earth and in heaven was crowning the martyrs.’

Jesus. So it is with these little ones; 'Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints’.

Patricia. Lord how can we prove this to the Church authorities?

Jesus. What more proof is necessary? (Patricia. Many detailed messages and Scripture References have been given since 1986 explaining the way forward for the claiming of the children killed before birth by the Church.)

Patricia. Lord they will not read the evidence.

Jesus. Those who subject the children to trial by neglect, I will subject to trial by fire!
Patricia. Our Lord is showing me vast meadow lands carpeted with white flowers, they are growing so close together that the heads of the flowers touch each other forming a sea of white flowers of innocence, that symbolise the innocent children killed before birth.

Patricia. Lord the Church authorities say 'We must leave the children to the mercy of God'

Patricia. The Just Wrath of God rises in Our Lord’s Heart. I have never seen Our Lord like this before. He speaks:

Jesus. […..] short-sighted shepherds! What of the mercy I wish to give to the perpetrators of this terrible sin? What of wounded mothers and wounded motherhood? What of wounded fathers and wounded fatherhood? What of nations that need to be called to the truth and to the teachings of the Church? What of the graces waiting to thunder down upon the world as the Mother Church embraces children from every nation, tribe and peoples? What of the WRATH OF GOD at the sight of a sea of innocent blood? Vengeance is mine! Let those who know of this grace not be complacent! Cardinals , Bishops, Priests, theologians and the people, your duty is clear! Millions of human lives and immortal souls are at stake!
Jesus. These vast fields of white flowers of holy innocence, must blossom here on this earth as they blossom in heaven. There is the teaching of the Communion of the Saints! You treat the innocent blood of the millions of martyred children cheaply. Beware Oh senseless and stubborn people! The shepherds have a great responsibility towards these innocent lambs and to the flock (parents, children and other souls). There are millions of sheep not of this fold, I must gather them in also (non Catholics, the whole of humanity)! Where are the shepherds after my own Heart?

Patricia. Our Lord's anger seems to be easing and he is appealing to the Church authorities in a tender way. He does not want to punish anyone. It is very sad.

Jesus. Listen therefore, beloved brethren; what you cannot see with your eyes, you must study with your mind and intellect, and see that 'precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints'. (Psalm 116:15)
Intercessions for the day
R. 'Through the martyrs who were slain for God's word let us give glory to Our Saviour, the faithful and true witness.'

Response: ‘You redeemed us by your precious blood.’

Jesus. These children have been slain for God's Word, allow them through My Church to give glory to their Saviour by raising them to the altar of the Catholic Church. I have redeemed them by My Precious Blood!
Messages relevant to ‘Baptism of Love’

10th January 1999.

Jesus. Look at the nature of God’s Love in relation to these children. (Patricia. St. James calls God’s Love the Royal Law.) They are baptised by love. A Baptism of love. They are baptised in the Blood of My Crucifixion. My Crucifixion is Love.

26th February 2004.

Patricia. Our Lord referred to the children killed before birth:

Jesus. Give them a baptism of Love as I have! The waters of salvation run freely. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. Allow the parents and those involved in the killing of the innocent to participate in the Baptism of Love! Let the Church authorities petition your God, “Hold not this innocent blood against us!” Let those involved in the killings receive the Baptism of Repentance (Confession)!

Patricia. Lord, non Catholics cannot receive the Sacrament of Confession unless they are baptised and become Catholics.

Jesus. ‘Repent’ and be baptised and ‘believe in the Gospel!’ (Mk 1:15) The invitation is always there!

Patricia. How can we baptise when you have already baptised by Love and by blood?

Jesus. Yours is not the Sacrament but participation, your “Amen”. I Am the Sacrament. The Liturgy is Presence and participation and co-operation. A liturgical celebration of life is needed! Reconciliation is needed! Reparation is needed! Raising the children to the altar is needed for all to see! Millions of souls are involved in the slaughter of the innocent!

Millions of children wait for your baptism of love, they have received Mine!

Messages relevant to the Martyr status of children killed before birth.

30th June 1995. Feast of the First Martyrs of Rome. St Saviour’s Church, Limerick.

Patricia. When I was reading the Divine Office Our Lord brought my attention to the first intercession for the Common of Several Martyrs (Page 564 Divine Office, Morning Prayer June 30th 1995.)

R. ‘Through the martyrs who were slain for God’s word, let us give glory to our Saviour, the faithful and true witness.’

Patricia. My attention was also brought to the Response:

R. ‘You redeemed us by your precious blood.’

Patricia. Speaking of the aborted children Our Lord said:

Jesus. The children have been, and are still being, slain in the cruelest way for the Word, which has been completely disobeyed in their regard: THOU SHALT NOT KILL! Those who willfully disobey this Word of the Living God will meet the terrible wrath of God and My Judgement will be just and final. Beware - I warn you! Beware I have redeemed them by My Precious Blood and I AM their faithful and true witness. I have chosen them to witness world-wide to the Word that is true and to proclaim world-wide My Saving Blood.

Governments, legislators, hospital staff, medical agencies of evil, men and women, slaughter the little ones day by day, hour after hour. Will I remain silent? A terrible and just wave of wrath and justice gathers and will thunder down upon the world.

Repent and do penance! Those who are culpable in their ignorance will not escape. Those who are wilful in their disobedience will suffer! Those who have signed the death warrants of millions of children - signing away the lives of helpless children - will cry out in anguish, sink to their knees and beg for mercy as the white-robed army marches forward into battle, proclaiming in every country that I Am the Saviour!

28th December 1997(i). Feast of the Holy Innocents.

Patricia. I was reading the Office of Readings for the Feast day and Our Lord commented upon the first Antiphon for the psalms:

R. ‘Your children, Lord, skipped like lambs, singing your praises, since you delivered them.’

Jesus. Do you really believe I will not deliver these lambs (aborted children and those killed in their innocence)? I did not create them to be lambs laid down for the slaughter!

Patricia. I continued with the Office and Our Lord commented upon the Second Reading taken from a sermon by St. Quodvultdeus:

R. ‘No pity for sorrowing mothers deters you, no sympathy for fathers weeping as their sons are carried to the grave. Nor are you held back by the sobs and crying of the little victims themselves. You slay those little ones because fear in your heart slays you. You think, ‘If only I succeed in my purpose, mine will be long life.’ But in reality you are seeking to murder Life itself.

He, the source of grace, small yet immense, lies in a manger, and terrifies you on your throne.

Unknown to you He works through you to complete His plans and to free souls from captivity to the devil. Already He has received the children of His enemies into the company of his adopted sons.

Though they know it not, these children die for Christ and their parents are mourning the deaths of martyrs. The Christ-child has made babies, who are unable to talk, fitting witnesses to Himself. This is how He reigns who had come to reign in no other way. Already the Liberator sets free, the Saviour offers salvation.

Herod, in your ignorance of this you rage and tremble. But, unknown to you, even as you rage against the little one you are serving Him.

How great was the grace thus bestowed! Not through merits of their own did those infants conquer the great adversary. They could not speak, yet they confessed Christ. Helpless to enter the battle, they still carried off the palm of victory.”

Jesus. It is perfectly clear that these children (the aborted babies) are the same!

Patricia. Our Lord also referred to the second Antiphon for Morning Prayer:

R. ‘The children sing praise to God; in death they preach what their young mouths could not utter.’

Jesus. They preach most eloquently the faith of the One Holy Catholic Church. Why does their Mother not embrace them so that their profession is a witness to the truth universally?
Patricia. Our Lord also referred to the Concluding Prayer of Morning Prayer:

R. ‘Lord God, the Holy Innocents bore witness to you not by speaking but by dying: Grant that the faith we proclaim in words, may be borne out by deeds. We make this our prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen.’

Jesus. These new Holy Innocents bear witness to Me and to you, not by speaking but by dying!

Jesus. Once claimed, the children (killed before birth) witness to My Resurrection by their resurrection in the Church.

Patricia. Our Lord referred me to the Scriptural passage, 2Cor19-20:

R. “God has entrusted to us the news that God and man are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appealing through us and the appeal we make in Christ is be reconciled to God.

V. ‘Their voice has gone out through all the earth. Their message to the ends of the world.’

Patricia. The aborted children when claimed by the Church, will be like ambassadors for Christ and His Church. Upon the Church raising them to the altar to show forth the mercy of God, they will make Christ’s name speak to the nations and say: “Be reconciled”. At the claiming of the children, their voices will go out throughout the whole world proclaiming the message of the truth and the Gospel to the ends of the world.
Patricia. It is also important to note the liturgical significance of the Church’s prayer on this day and how it relates to the aborted babies. A good explanation of its deeper significance is taken from An Introduction to Catholic Spirituality, Fr. John Berry “The Liturgy is another vital element of the Church’s living tradition which is always a valuable teacher of spiritual truth. The Church’s liturgical life, it unceasing adoration, worship, praise and petition by means of the recitation of the Divine Office and celebration of the sacraments, above all the Eucharistic Sacrifice, has remained a source of spiritual growth, wisdom, guidance and nourishment. So, the sacred liturgy is ‘the primary and indispensable source from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit.’1 The Liturgy itself is

always rooted in the truths of faith, contained in its creeds and symbols, which it professes and celebrates, a point expressed in the tradition principle Lex orandi, Lex credendi (the law of prayer is the law of belief which implies the mutual interaction of prayer and belief.)

13th March 1999.

Patricia. I heard a voice say:

“God is love and he who lives in love lives in God and God lives in him.” (1Jn 4:7)

Jesus. The children live in the Lord. Of what use is this hindrance? (not claiming the children). ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me, forbid them not for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.’ (Mt 19:14). ‘Greater love hath no man than that he lay down his life for [his] friend[s]’ and foe alike. (Jn 15:13) ‘Your God makes the rain to fall on good and bad alike.’ (Mt 5:45) ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone.’ (Mk 10:18) The children ‘live in the Lord.’ (EV 99) ‘Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ (Mt 4:4) ‘By your word give me life.’ (Ps.119)

Jesus. Write! ‘You have redeemed us Lord God of hosts.’ (Ps 80:19) ‘Into your hands I commend my spirit’ (Lk 23:46). ‘He who welcomes a little child in my name welcomes me. He who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.’ (Lk 9:48)

Patricia. Lord, how can the children be said to have laid down their lives for friend and foe alike?

Jesus. ‘What you do to the children, you do to me!’(Mt 25:40), ’I take up My life when ever I choose’ (Jn 10:18). ‘You did not choose Me I chose you.’ (Jn 15:16) I have chosen the weak to bear witness to Me before the nations of the world. They witness to My Love, My Mercy and above all to My Love, and there you have it LOVE. (Patricia. Our Lord spelt out each letter) L. O. V. E! I love the children, you do not! They live in love and their Lord is love! ‘What you ask of the Father in My Name, He will give you’ (Jn 16:23). Raise them up for the glory of God and His Church and many will flow to the fountain of goodness and love.

Love, love and more love pressed down and running over and flowing to all the nations of the world for the salvation of souls! Woe to those who try to dam this river of Love, Mercy and 1 Sacrosanctum Concilium n. 13

Compassion. This river never runs dry for it springs from the wells of salvation. You exclude the children, I do not! My Father has given Me these children and no one will take them from Me (Jn 10:28, 29). I take My life up in anyone I choose. The Spirit is life (Jn 6:63). ‘What is man that you should care for him’ (Ps 8:4) (the dignity of man) – ‘mortal man that you should keep him in mind’ - ‘I have not lost any that you gave me except the one that chose to be lost’ (Jn 17:12))

Patricia. Some of us had gone for a pleasant walk in the woods on the previous day and the spring flowers were beginning to show.

Jesus. You saw how the woods were carpeted with primroses and purple and white violets, each one formed by Me. Each child is formed by Me, by Word and the Breath of their God and you think I would forget them in their need, that I would not more than compensate them with overflowing abundance for all they have suffered. They are the means I have chosen to

bring the light to many in every nation. These little ones are flowers of innocence that will blossom in My Church!
2nd July 2001(ii). Feast of St. Oliver Plunkett Martyr. Douai Abbey, Berkshire.

Patricia. During the Mass which was taken from the preface of Martyrs, Our Lord referred to the Prayer over the gifts:

R. ‘Lord, we who celebrate the death of your holy martyrs offer you the Sacrifice which gives all martyrdom its meaning. Be pleased with our praise’.

Jesus. I reveal My power shining through the human weakness of the children killed in the womb! ‘I have chosen the weak and have made them strong in bearing witness to Me’! I have not disowned the children, I will not disown what is mine. They have declared themselves for Me with their very lives! I gave them life, will I disown them because men disown them and condemn them? It is My Sacrifice that gives their martyrdom its meaning!

Witness – their witness gives glory to My Name! My Church, proclaim it!
The Family of Divine Innocence, PO Box 676A, Surbiton, Surrey, KT5 8WR www.divineinnocence.org 
Vatican: Divine Innocence Spirituality Flawed - Archbishop of Southwark Releases Decision
http://www.zenit.org/article-20572?l=english 

LONDON, September 23, 2007, (Zenit.org) The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith denied approval of the statues of the Community of the Divine Innocence, reports the Archdiocese of Southwark. Archbishop Kevin McDonald released a statement Friday reporting the decision of the doctrinal congregation, along with the note issued by the dicastery entitled "Observations of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on the Writings of Mrs. Patricia de Menezes and the Community of the Divine Innocence."
The observations were communicated to the archbishop of Southwark on July 16, by the secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Archbishop Angelo Amato. In his statement, Archbishop McDonald explained that the Community of Divine Innocence was founded by Patricia de Menezes, who lives in the diocese of Southwark. "The group's spirituality and beliefs," he said, "are based on divine revelations that de Menezes claims to have received. A distinctive feature of the Divine Innocence -- and something that de Menezes claims was revealed to her -- is that all children who are aborted should be proclaimed by the Church as martyrs and be seen as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents." The archbishop said that since its founding interest in the group has spread, and so have inquiries into the validity of the apparitions. In 2001 the archdiocese issued a public statement that clarified that "the authenticity of the alleged apparitions concerning Divine Innocence has not been accepted by the Archdiocese of Southwark and the archdiocese has not given its authority to publicly promote it."
Archbishop McDonald added: "When inquiries were made about the status of the Divine Innocence, the answer given was that individuals have no authority to meet publicly as a group known as Divine Innocence because this would indicate public acceptance by the competent authorities of the alleged apparitions and that has not been given." Meanwhile, the Community of the Divine Innocence prepared statutes for their community and submitted these and other documentation to the Holy See for approval.
Four concerns The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, at the request of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, conducted an in-depth study of the Divine Innocence. The conclusion of this study was that the congregation was not convinced by the substantial content of the messages allegedly communicated to de Menezes. The note names four particular areas of concern: the exaggerated claims made for the Community of Divine Innocence; the inappropriate words and phrases attributed to Jesus; the questionable demand made concerning the status of aborted children; the intemperate language used in the "Inspirations" when attacking Church authority.
The dicastery concludes: "Given the supposed revelations which ground the spirituality of the Community of Divine Innocence are highly questionable, it follows that the community's spirituality is flawed at its root.
"Because this spirituality thoroughly animates the community's proposed constitution, it cannot be approved."
Archbishop McDonald echoed the decision of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in his statement: "It must be clearly stated that the Divine Innocence has no recognition or approval whatsoever either from the diocese of Southwark or the Holy See and that there is no ecclesiastical approbation for Catholics to meet as the group known as Divine Innocence.
"Finally, I am aware that many devout people, deeply committed to the pro-life movement, have become involved with the Divine Innocence.
"I wish to encourage them in their work and prayer but in view of the observations of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, this must no longer be in the context of the organization or spirituality of the Divine Innocence."

Also at Fr Ray Blake’s blog: http://marymagdalen.blogspot.in/2007/09/vatican-divine-innocence-spirituality.html. 
Vatican cracks down on "seers" 
http://www.cathnews.com/news/709/129.php 
24 September 2007 The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has rejected claims of a British woman who says that Our Lady has been appearing to her for more than 20 years. The London Telegraph says the Vatican has dismissed as a fraud, her claims that the Virgin Mary has been appearing in a pine tree at her Surrey home since 1984.
67 year old Patricia De Menezes has developed an international following since she first began "seeing" the apparition, dubbed "Our Lady of Surbiton". The freelance jewellery designer insists that she has been given a divine message urging the Church to proclaim aborted babies as martyrs. But her Community of Divine Innocence, which has devotees in nearly 50 countries, has now suffered a significant blow to its credibility.
The Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has crushingly rejected her appeals for formal recognition by the Pope. Congregation Secretary Archbishop Angelo Amato has labelled the claims "exaggerated" and "hysterical".
The Catholic Church in England and Wales rejected her claims in 2001, but she then sought approval for her movement from Rome. The Archdiocese of Southwark, in which she lives, welcomed the ruling by the Holy See, indicating that it meant the sect had no backing from the Church.

Vatican rejects woman’s claim to have received Marian apparitions

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vatican_rejects_womans_claim_to_have_received_marian_apparitions 
London, England, September 25, 2007 (CNA) The Vatican has rejected the appeals of a British woman for formal recognition of her community and her claims that she has received Marian apparitions for the last 20 years.

Patricia De Menezes, 67, has developed an international following since she first began "seeing" the apparition, dubbed "Our Lady of Surbiton", in 1984.
The freelance jewelry designer insists that she has been given a divine message urging the Church to proclaim aborted babies as martyrs and be seen as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents.

The mother of three, a convert to Catholicism, founded the Community of Divine Innocence, which now has members in about 50 countries, reported The Telegraph.

When the Catholic Church in England and Wales rejected her claims in 2001, she appealed their ruling and sought approval for her movement from the Vatican.

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith came back with four areas of concern: the exaggerated claims made for the Community of Divine Innocence; the inappropriate words and phrases attributed to Jesus; the questionable demand made concerning the status of aborted children, and; the intemperate language used in the "Inspirations" when attacking Church authorities.

"Given [that] the supposed revelations which ground the spirituality of the Community of Divine Innocence are highly questionable, it follows that the community’s spirituality is flawed at its root," the Vatican document said. "Because this spirituality thoroughly animates the community’s proposed constitution, it cannot be approved."
Archbishop Angelo Amato, the secretary for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, said he found De Menezes' claims to be "exaggerated" and "hysterical".

The archbishop added that the message that De Menezes claims to have received about the "martyrdom of all the innocent children deliberately killed before birth" was highly suspect.

"A martyr is someone who bears witness to Christ," he said. "If the victims of abortion were to qualify for martyrdom it would then seem that all victims of any moral evil should be likewise deemed martyrs."
The Archdiocese of Southwark, in which De Menezes lives, welcomed the ruling by the Holy See, indicating that it meant the sect had no backing from the Catholic Church.

In a statement, Archbishop Kevin McDonald of Southwark said he received the Vatican’s decision on July 16.

"I am aware that many devout people, deeply committed to the pro-life movement, have become involved with the Divine Innocence," he said. "I wish to encourage them in their work and prayer but in view of the Observations of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, this must no longer be in the context of the organisation or spirituality of the Divine Innocence."
Vatican rejects woman's Virgin Mary claim Patricia De Menezes/"Our Lady of Surbiton"
http://www.emmitsburg.net/cult_watch/sf/pine_tree.htm
By Jonathan Petre, Religion Correspondent, The Telegraph
A woman who claims that the Virgin Mary has been appearing in a pine tree at her Surrey home for over 20 years has been dismissed as a fraud by the Vatican. Patricia De Menezes, 67, has developed an international following since she first began "seeing" the apparition, dubbed "Our Lady of Surbiton", in 1984. 

The freelance jewellery designer insists that she has been given a divine message urging the Church to proclaim aborted babies as martyrs. But her Community of Divine Innocence, which has devotees in nearly 50 countries, has now suffered a significant blow to its credibility. 

The Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, formerly the Inquisition, has crushingly rejected her appeals for formal recognition by the Pope. Archbishop Angelo Amato, the Congregation's secretary, said that he found Mrs De Menezes' claims to be "exaggerated" and "hysterical". He said inappropriate words and phrases had been attributed to Jesus and "intemperate language" used in attacks on Church authorities. 

"Given the supposed revelations which ground the spirituality of the Community of Divine Innocence are highly questionable, it follows that the community's spirituality is flawed at its root," he said. 

The archbishop added that the message that Mrs. De Menezes claims to have received about the "martyrdom of all the innocent children deliberately killed before birth" was highly suspect. "A martyr is someone who bears witness to Christ," he said. "If the victims of abortion were to qualify for martyrdom it would then seem that all victims of any moral evil should be likewise deemed martyrs." 

Mrs. De Menezes said she began hearing divine messages while cycling near her home in Surbiton, and then saw visions of Mary and Jesus. The mother of three, a convert to Catholicism, founded the Community of Divine Innocence which spread around the world. The Catholic Church in England and Wales rejected her claims in 2001, but she then sought approval for her movement from Rome. The Archdiocese of Southwark, in which she lives, welcomed the ruling by the Holy See, indicating that it meant the sect had no backing from the Catholic Church.

Mrs. De Menezes was unavailable for comment. 

The rejection of her claims comes amid a crackdown by the Vatican on mystical seers around the world. 

Pope Benedict XVI regards the rise of such charismatic visionaries as a risk to Church unity because they create sects at odds with the local bishops. 
Also at http://www.rickross.com/reference/general/general974.html 
Vatican vetoes 'pine tree vision'

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/london/7010409.stm 

A group founded after a woman claimed to have seen apparitions of the Virgin Mary in a pine tree has been refused recognition by the Vatican. 
The Family of the Divine Innocence has no recognition from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark or the Holy See, a Vatican statement said. 

The Community was founded by Patricia de Menezes, 67, in 1984. 

She developed a large following after the alleged visions near her Surbiton home in south-west London. 

The Catholic convert and freelance jewellery designer claimed to have seen the Virgin Mary in a pine tree. The vision has been nicknamed Our Lady of Surbiton. 

'Not convinced' 

An inquiry into the group was launched by the Vatican watchdog for doctrinal orthodoxy, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. It concluded it was "not convinced" by the "substantial" content of the messages allegedly communicated to Mrs de Menezes. 

But the Family of the Divine Innocence disagreed with the findings and said: "As loyal Catholics we will do all we can to communicate accurately the way of Christ's Divine Innocence to the authorities of the Catholic Church." 

The messages included a "questionable" demand that the Roman Catholic Church should proclaim aborted babies as martyrs, the congregation said. 

The Most Rev Kevin McDonald, Archbishop of Southwark, said: "In view of the very serious concerns raised by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, it must be clearly stated that the Divine Innocence has no recognition or approval whatsoever either from the diocese of Southwark or the Holy See and that there is no ecclesiastical approbation for Catholics to meet as the group known as Divine Innocence." 

Holy See closes down ‘Divine Innocence’

https://exlaodicea.wordpress.com/2007/09/24/holy-see-closes-down-divine-innocence/
By Aelianus, September 24, 2007

I met these people once. I heard them give a talk and then had a long conversation with some of them in the pub afterwards. They seemed well intentioned. On the other hand, they had that private revelation Gnostic smugness which sets the alarm bells going. “My Mum and I have a funny theory and God says we are right…” If I remember rightly, their initial idea was that some or all aborted children may have been killed in odium Christi. They held a conference on this in Solesmes but the participating theologians (including some definitely sound ones) were mostly only willing to give quite qualified support to the idea. The consensus seemed to be that it would need to be proved in specific instances that individual children had been killed in odium Christi and then that child or those children could be canonized and in some sense stand for any others whose martyrdom was known to God alone. The visionaries (because Medj-style the number of visionaries and frequency of visions began to swell) were not happy with this and with the help of their Benedictine sponsor they developed a new theory that any murder was an implicit attack on the dignity of the human nature to which Christ has united Himself and so if the victim was without actual sin that constituted baptism of blood. This seemed to be attended by the usual nouvelle theologie blurring of the line between the orders of grace and nature. I told them this was a very unfortunate theological road to follow, but it had all apparently been confirmed by the visions. The proliferation of crazy private revelations is a real menace. It siphons off the enthusiasm of people who would otherwise be helping to revive the Church and when it is finally dealt with they loose the faith or become cynical or at the very least discover they have wasted years of their lives on a wild goose chase. The only answer is to close these outfits down as soon as possible (preferably before they get too big). Scripture, the Fathers, the Magisterium, the Doctors of the Church and the Perennial Philosophy are quite sufficient instruments to deal with the intellectual and moral challenges of any age and the Sacraments are wholly adequate instruments of grace. Anyone who thinks God is like Bill Gates and has given us a slightly dodgy operating system needing special updates and new anti-virus software on a regular basis has seriously lost the plot and should be admonished and then avoided.

The Divine Innocence Movement does not need your approval to grow & prosper… When the Church does Claim the aborted babies as Saints & Martyrs there will be a renewal of society & many conversions to the Catholic faith. Is this what you’re afraid of? Why would you oppose a Movement that is diametrically opposed to the satanic nature of abortion? -Frances McEniery

Do you dispute the accuracy of the facts or quotations in the Zenit article (for example): “Given the supposed revelations which ground the spirituality of the Community of Divine Innocence are highly questionable, it follows that the community’s spirituality is flawed at its root. Because this spirituality thoroughly animates the community’s proposed constitution, it cannot be approved.”? –Aelianus
That it cannot be approved is your opinion only and has no basis in fact. The Claiming of the Aborted Children as Second Holy Innocents will indeed happen in the fullness of time. You believe the spirituality and revelations are “highly questionable”, and I do not agree, having based my own spiritual life on being a Divine Innocence Member for the past 20 years therefore on this issue we obviously will continue to disagree until time proves me right and you wrong. -Frances
Actually, that it cannot be approved is not my opinion it is quotation from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. You can read the statement in full here. Waiting for time to prove you right is unwise as you may die and time will carry on. The legitimately constituted ecclesiastical authorities (in this case the Archbishop of Southwark and the Holy See) are well within their rights to seek to limit or abolish the activities of a group making claims to supernatural revelation. That is one of the reasons Christ instituted these authorities, to guard against false prophets. An authentic visionary subjected to ecclesiastical censure would submit. In a way it is the defiance more than the statement itself of the Archbishop and the CDF which confirms the falsity of the visions. - Aelianus
Religious group pushing anti-abortion views near primary school
http://www.abortionrights.org.uk/index.php/media-and-resource-centre/news/214 
A religious order based in Surbiton, Surrey, has put up an anti-abortion poster outside a local primary school. 

The "Community of Divine Innocence", nicknamed Our Lady of Surbiton, has also been criticised by local residents and parents over its anti-abortion bumper stickers, a local paper reported. The poster says "We pray for souls of aborted children", according to a local resident who did not want to give his name in case the order "started praying" for him. 

Founded by Patricia de Menezes in 1984 after she claimed to have received a vision of the Virgin Mary, the religious group – which is not recognised by the Catholic Church – meets every day near Christ Church primary school. 

Local resident Sally Gooding said: "They are mostly old ladies and it all seemed quite sweet and innocent, but I have to say I was quite shocked by some of the bumper stickers. Everyone is entitled to an opinion but this kind of stuff is very right wing and fundamentalist. There is a primary school in this road and I would not want my kids exposed to such a narrow-minded view." The order’s website describes abortion as "wholesale slaughter", according to Huffington Post. 

US website RH Reality Check picked up the story, adding that the order’s tactics mirror those used extensively in the US. At Abortion Rights, we hope the Surbiton group’s tactics are not copied elsewhere in the UK.
Anti-Abortion Posters Put Up By Religious Order Outside Primary School
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2011/10/31/religious-order-anti-abortion-posters_n_1066865.html
Huffington Post UK Lucy Sherriff First Posted: 31/10/11
A religious order that claims to be able to communicate with Jesus has started displaying anti-abortion posters outside a Surbiton primary school, to the shock of local residents.

The 'Community Of Divine Innocence', which has followers in nearly 50 countries, has been putting up the posters near Christ Church Primary School, Surbiton. Members of the order have also been driving around with bumper stickers on their cars which read: "Aborted children are in Heaven, martyrs to the Truth!"

The order was established in 1984, when a freelance jewellery designer claimed she saw the Virgin Mary appear in a pine tree. Patricia de Menezes, from Surbiton, has since been campaigning for the Catholic Church to proclaim aborted babies as martyrs.

Their website publishes a dialogue between de Menezes and "Jesus", where the latter calls abortion a "wholesale slaughter". According to the order, Jesus spoke to de Menezes saying children are "put to death because their presence is inconvenient". In another "conversation", de Menezes is visited by "Infant Jesus".

Despite these "visitations", de Menezes was previously dismissed as a fraud by the Vatican in 2007. 

Mother of three Sally Gooding, 32, from Surbiton told a local paper she was "shocked" by the signs.

"They are mostly old ladies and it all seemed quite sweet and innocent. Everyone is entitled to an opinion but this kind of stuff is very right wing and fundamentalist. There is a primary school in this road and I would not want my kids exposed to such a narrow-minded view."

The order meets daily in Manor Drive, Surbiton, which is within minutes of the primary school.

A local resident, who did not want to be named for fear of reprisal, described the posters as "dreadful".

Both the order and the school have been contacted by the Huffington Post UK but have yet to reply.

The Good Fruits of a Condemned Community
http://archive.catholicherald.co.uk/article/26th-october-2007/11/the-good-fruits-of-a-condemned-community
October 26, 2007, From Mr Francis Davidson
Sir, May I respond to the recent negative coverage (Report, September 28) on the Divine Innocence community in Surbiton, south London?

First, the comments by the CDF are not a definitive statement on the supernatural origin of the messages to Patricia de Menezes, but "observations" and "concerns" regarding the community's statutes. They also contain inaccuracies and ignore whole areas of the spirituality. On the "claiming" of aborted children as martyrs, they ignore detailed theological work by respected theologian Fr Philippe Jobert OSB, and seem to contradict the Vatican's own International Theological Commission, which draws an analogy with the Holy Innocents and with "the baptism of blood which brings salvation".

While Archbishop McDonald is right to be cautious, I do not see his words as a final ban on the movement. There has still been no formal, canonical process regarding the messages and Catholics are still free to believe privately, provided they are submissive to the final decision of the Church. They are also free to associate with others in this belief with or without diocesan approval and without disobedience to legitimate cede siastical authority. There can be no ban without due process in civil or in canon law.

I consider myself a friend of the Divine Innocence community, though I play no part in the central foundation. I have known Patricia for over 20 years and consider her neither deceitful nor deluded. All that I have heard and seen leads me to the conviction that the messages are genuine. I have found nothing contrary to Catholic faith in all these years but instead have been encouraged to renew my own faith. This movement encourages us to attend Mass daily, recite the Divine Office, pray the rosary, study our Faith, spend time before the Blessed Sacrament, follow the Benedictine rule according to our state in life, step into the life of the Holy Family and make reparation for all sins against the Divine Innocence of Christ.

It cannot be right to suppress a movement that has borne such genuine good fruits. I hope the archbishop and all good Catholics will follow the advice of St Paul and "not quench the Spirit ... but test everything", and "hold fast to what is good".

Yours faithfully, Francis Davidson, Laxton, Northants

View this:

Rome rejects claims of Marian apparitions in southern Surrey

http://www.exacteditions.com/read/catholic-herald/28-september-2007-2965/1/3 
By Simon Caldwell, The Catholic Herald, September 28, 2007
Imagine if aborted babies were declared martyrs

http://www.lifesitenews.com/home/print-all-stories-on-date/2011/05/31 

By John-Henry Westen

ROME, May 31, 2011 (LifeSiteNews.com) Sitting around a dinner table in Rome at the Human Life International prayer conference where I was speaking last year I was confronted with the concept of the Catholic Church declaring aborted babies martyrs.  Liking a good theological debate, I politely suggested it was not possible since aborted babies are not even baptized, nor do they have a free will in offering their lives.  

The reply was intriguing as it surmounted at least those counterpoints.  "They’d be just like the Holy Innocents," I was told: the babies killed at the time of Christ when Mary and Joseph fled with the baby Jesus from Herod’s terrible order to kill all children under the age of two. 

King Herod sought to eliminate the King of Kings, said Patrick Kelly, known also by his religious name David Mary Joseph. He spoke of the great potential for healing for mothers and fathers who have aborted their children to be able to be freed from their guilt knowing that their aborted children were in the loving arms of God.  He also noted the great intercessory power of this veritable army of countless souls of babies killed in their mother’s wombs. 

As interesting as that discussion was, I’d likely have forgotten all about it had not another lady raised the same subject with me as I took a bus to the Rome airport en route to Poland where I was to give a few media interviews.  In fact, once in Poland, I met with a couple of film producers who shared a very similar idea. 

Lech Dokowicz described his experience of a vision-like dream he had while sleeping in a former abortion mill.  He was there filming for a movie on abortion, and the abortion centre had only been purchased days before.  There had, he said, been abortions taking place there only a few days prior to his being there to film – and sleep. 

His dream was about building a shrine to the aborted children, where each brick would be named for an aborted child.  Post-abortive mothers could come there for healing, naming their children and receiving counseling from an order of nuns dedicated to the work.  In his dream it was a place of prayer, of healing, and of shelter for women with crisis pregnancies. 

I got back from that journey last November, but busyness and lack of time have prevented me from putting out this reflection until now.  Today, though, is the Catholic commemoration of the 'Visitation,' where Mary the 'mother of my Lord' came to her cousin Elizabeth and the two unborn children – Christ and St. John the Baptist – recognized one another while yet in the womb. 

In my research on the subject I learned that it is a topic which has received quite a bit of discussion.  

Msgr. Charles Pope, a blogger for the blog of the Archdiocese of Washington, carried a powerful reflection on the matter a couple of years ago. Writing on December 28, the feast of the Holy Innocents, Msgr. Pope wrote: "We know well that Holy Innocents continue to be killed in our world through abortion." 

He drew a connection between the order of Pharaoh to slaughter the first born children of the Hebrews in Egypt, the slaughter of the baby boys by Herod at the time of Christ, and today’s slaughter of countless innocent unborn babies by abortion.  Msgr. Pope noted that at each interval the slaughter of babies seemed "In our time, on a scale as never before, the Devil is going after our babies in murderous anger and fear. What is he afraid of? Is God planning something big in the near future? Is there a great liberation at hand? Is there a great advancement of evangelization and conversion in the offing? We can only speculate. But patterns are patterns and Scripture has a way of repeating its patterns and echoing down through the centuries."  

But what has the Vatican said about this concept? Where is the theology on the matter? 

Well the answer is mixed.  On the one hand, the group which David represents – the Community of Divine Innocence - has received a negative response on the subject from the Vatican, on the request of the bishop of Southwark in London.  In 2007, the reply of the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith stated that the request for canonization for abortion victims is "doctrinally problematic." 

"A martyr is someone who bears witness to Christ. If the victims of abortion were to qualify for martyrdom it would then seem that all victims of any moral evil should be likewise deemed martyrs," it stated.

However, in the same year, 2007, the Vatican published the long-awaited findings of the International Theological Commission on "The Hope of Salvation for Infants Who Die without being Baptized," in which the commission suggests that such hope does exist, including for aborted infants. The document states:  

Some of the infants who suffer and die do so as victims of violence. In their case, we may readily refer to the example of the Holy Innocents and discern an analogy in the case of these infants to the baptism of blood which brings salvation. Albeit unknowingly, the Holy Innocents suffered and died on account of Christ; their murderers were seeking to kill the infant Jesus. Just as those who took the lives of the Holy Innocents were motivated by fear and selfishness, so the lives particularly of unborn babies today are often endangered by the fear or selfishness of others. In that sense, they are in solidarity with the Holy Innocents. Moreover, they are in solidarity with the Christ who said: "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me" (Mt 25:40).
Divine Innocence ~ Some Concerns ~
http://www.christianorder.com/features/features_2002/features_may02_bonus_1.html  

By Ellen Fox, May 2002

Alleged private revelations have occurred throughout the history of the Church and continue to occur today. Many Catholics are confused about the status of such events. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: "Throughout the ages, there have been so-called 'private revelations', some of which have been recognized by the authority of the Church. They do not belong, however, to the deposit of faith" [para. 67]. The only way that Catholics can avoid being led astray in the matter of alleged private revelations is to be completely docile, humble and obedient to the Church's legitimate declarations at all times.

Perhaps the most persistent local 'apparition' of recent times is that of 'Our Lady of Surbiton.' Operating as the Divine Innocence Trust, it has been the subject of many reports in the secular press over the years, including a very sympathetic article in The Spectator early this year. Its founder, Patricia de Menezes, lays claim to 2,000-3,000 followers in 42 countries. Patricia alleges that around 1984 she began seeing the Virgin Mary and Jesus in a pine tree located in a new housing development in Surbiton, south London, where, she says, Our Lady continues to appear to her at 12 noon Monday-Friday and 9pm on weekends. She also claims to have been personally catechised by Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Official Response
The local Ordinary with competency in this matter (Archbishop Michael Bowen) has declared that Patricia's messages are not of supernatural origin. It has also been categorically stated by Archbishop's House, Southwark that Patricia's messages are not being examined by the relevant Congregation in Rome with a view to eventual approval. Official representatives of Divine Innocence have been less than honest about this when contacted. A phone call was made to Divine Innocence querying the official position, and the representative stated "The (local) bishop hasn't conceded yet. It's all gone to Rome now, so we're just waiting…". Other enquirers have also been given this sort of information - or more correctly, misinformation - as there is nothing to wait for. Patricia's works are not being examined by the relevant Congregation in Rome.
Patricia and her followers often make much of the fact that her writings have been well received by certain theologians, but any opinions offered by these theologians, no matter how positive in tone, are only their private opinions and as such are of no consequence in this matter. It would be very misleading of anyone to claim otherwise. In recent years, many renowned theologians supported the fraudulent 'seer' Vassula Ryden, until the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith officially stated that her messages contained error and could not be considered to be of supernatural origin.

Official Process
A very important document was issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in November 1996 and placed in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis, an official organ of the Holy See. It stated:

Regarding the circulation of texts of alleged private revelations, the Congregation states: The interpretation given by some individuals to a decision approved by Paul VI on 14 October 1966 and promulgated on 15 November of that year, in virtue of which writings and messages resulting from alleged revelations could be freely circulated in the Church is absolutely groundless. This decision actually referred to the "Abolition of the Index of Forbidden Books" and determined that after the relevant censures were lifted, the moral obligation still remained of not circulating or reading those writings which endanger faith and morals. It should be recalled however, that with regard to the circulation of texts of alleged private revelations, Canon 823#1 of the current code remains in force: "the Pastors of the Church have the ... right to demand that writings to be published by the Christian faithful which touch upon faith or morals be submitted to their judgement". Alleged supernatural revelations and writings concerning them are submitted in first instance to the judgement of the diocesan Bishop, and in particular cases, to the judgement of the Episcopal Conference and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
This could not be much clearer. Patricia's messages have been submitted to the diocesan Bishop and he has declared that they are not of supernatural origin. They are not being examined by the Episcopal Conference of England & Wales or the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which is the only dicastery in the Vatican with competency in these matters. 

The fact that it is claimed that Patricia's messages do not contradict Faith or Morals is neither here nor there. There are many other criteria that have to be fulfilled before the Church can declare an alleged supernatural occurrence to be worthy of credence. One argument put forward by supporters of Divine Innocence is that they don't trust Archbishop Bowen's judgment, although when he initially investigated these alleged events, he presumably would have had access to the Holy See's document issued to bishops in 1978 regarding such matters, titled "Normae S. Congregationis Pro Doctrina Fidei Modo Procedenti In Diudicandis Praesuptis Apparitionibus ac Revelationibus" ( The guidelines and norms of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the Methods and Procedures for Judging Alleged Apparitions and Revelations). Even if Archbishop Bowen didn't use this document, or one were to doubt his competency to judge, it is worth remembering that Patricia herself has personally visited and given her messages to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome - and yet it has not seen fit to remove the case from Archbishop Bowen's jurisdiction. 
False Claims, Contradictions and Scandal
The Church has officially stated that Patricia's messages are her own private reflections and nothing more than that, so it is quite wrong and even damaging to promote them as genuine requests from Heaven. For example, Patricia is claiming that Our Lord is asking the Church to declare aborted children as companion martyrs to the Holy Innocents. Because of this claim, many people may now waste their time, effort and financial resources trying to achieve something which has not been requested by God, thus effectively removing them from some other work which may have been more effective in the pro-life battle. Also, if these children are indeed martyrs, why did Patricia request in a previous message that people should perform a post-death "baptism" ritual for aborted children called "Baptism of the Unborn?" This would appear to be contradictory.

There have been problems regarding the usage of Patricia's premises in Berrylands, Surbiton as a "place of pilgrimage". As it is a residential area, it has caused much disruption and after many complaints from local residents, the Municipal Authorities have now become involved. There has been much written in the local secular press about this problem, causing scandal for the Church.

A recent article in a local newspaper stated that "Divine Innocence Trust" had a gross income in one year of £68,724 - not to mention the value of the property that it owns. Think what good that money could have done if it had gone to a genuine pro-life apostolate! Remember - if the Devil can't get people to sin, then he will often try to mislead them into doing what is the least good and effective action.
Manipulation and Control 
As the Church has officially declared that Patricia's messages are not of supernatural origin, then it is reasonable to assume that this leaves three other possible options:

(a) She could be suffering from delusions: If this is the case, then it would be very unkind to her if we helped to perpetuate these delusions by promoting them. 

(b) She could be deceiving people: If this is the case, then it would obviously not be right to encourage her in any way.

(c) This phenomenon could be diabolic in origin: As stated before, the Devil could be using this to distract people from other pro-life work, or for another reason unknown to us.

Besides the official ecclesiastical declaration of Archbishop Bowen, there have been numerous complaints about Patricia's behaviour from ex-members who were closely involved with Divine Innocence. Some of these people have been given "individual private messages" by Patricia that are clearly ludicrous and even harmful to their spiritual life. For instance, two ladies, one of them elderly, reported receiving an alleged "divine warning" from Patricia to the effect that the River Thames would flood, causing lives and property to be lost. She went on to claim that Berrylands, where Divine Innocence is situated, would be divinely protected. This alleged "revelation" caused an immense amount of anxiety to the two ladies concerned, causing them to sell their house and move to the area that Patricia had designated as a "safety zone". They eventually became disillusioned with Divine Innocence and have since left it, but not before being subjected to deep spiritual turmoil - and, it has to be said - not before handing over donations in the region of £3,000. 

Others have complained of being manipulated and made to feel guilty about certain things, when in fact they had been doing nothing wrong. Statements from ex-Divine Innocence members have been submitted to Bishop Howard Tripp, Auxiliary in the Southwark Archdiocese. These people told of how they felt manipulated by Patricia, stating that whenever she wanted anything of them, she usually said that Our Lord or Our Lady had made the request in a message. This generally caused feelings of guilt and anxiety if they felt unable to comply. They also stated that Patricia suggests a spiritual regime for her more immediate followers, often unsuitable for their state of life. For example, a divorced mother with a young family to bring up was expected to attend all the various daily prayer meetings, and a middle-aged couple was very distressed to be told by Patricia that they were being "called" to celibacy. After failing to comply with such things, these ex-members were made to feel that they had caused "disappointment" to Our Lord and Our Lady. Patricia has also offered "spiritual direction" to some of her followers.

The content of some of Patricia's messages are cause for concern. One such example, allegedly given by Our Lady and printed on page 54 of the Novitiate of the Holy Family booklet stated: "Those who are too proud to receive instruction from the Instrument chosen by heaven (Patricia) will not advance. It is in this instruction that you will all be trained, including the Instrument. Those who treat with disrespect the Mother of this Community (Patricia), treat with disrespect and contempt my Motherly instruction and the Motherly Authority given from heaven; they treat with disrespect God the Father, from whom all authority comes." In the past, members of Divine Innocence who have challenged Patricia on any point have been quickly ostracised. Is this what is meant by "disrespecting" her? It would seem that this message is little more than a veiled threat, given in order to silence any dissenting voices within the organisation, and is dangerously close to implying that Patricia's followers should show her total obedience. This is how cults operate.

Holy Father's Warning
All this may be a lot to take in, particularly if one feels that Divine Innocence has assisted one's spiritual life, but it is a reminder of what can happen when we disregard the lawful authority of the Church and make our own decisions about the authenticity of alleged supernatural occurrences instead. Cardinal Ratzinger has recently voiced his concerns about an unhealthy over-emphasis in the Church on apparitions and related mystical phenomena. Although on the surface many of these things appear to be good, they are often a source of disobedience, fanaticism and division among otherwise faithful Catholics - and this at a time when we need to be more united than ever!
The last word goes to the Holy Father who, like Cardinal Ratzinger, has expressed similar concerns about this type of phenomenon. In a speech reported in the 18th September 1996 edition of L'Osservatore Romano, John Paul II stated: 

"Some members of the People of God are not rooted firmly enough in the Faith, so that the sects, with their deceptive proselytism, mislead them to separate themselves from true communion in Christ. Within the Church community, the multiplication of supposed "apparitions" or "visions" is sowing confusion and reveals a certain lack of solid basis to the faith and Christian life among her members."
As stated at the beginning of this piece, the only way to avoid the pitfalls associated with unapproved alleged private revelations is to be obedient to the Church's official declarations regarding them. 

Patricia De Menezes' "Way of Divine Innocence" - Some Concerns

http://www.theotokos.org.uk/pages/unapprov/patricia/patrici2.html
Alleged private revelations have occurred throughout the history of the Church and continue to occur today. Many Catholics are confused about the status of such events. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1994 states: "Throughout the ages, there have been so-called 'private revelations', some of which have been recognized by the authority of the Church. They do not belong, however, to the deposit of faith" (page 22, para. 67). The only way that Catholics can avoid being led astray in the matter of alleged private revelations is to be completely docile, humble and obedient to the Church's legitimate declarations at all times.
In the case of Patricia De Menezes and Divine Innocence, the local Ordinary with competency in this matter (Archbishop Michael Bowen) has declared that Patricia's messages are not of supernatural origin. It has also been categorically stated by Archbishop's House, Southwark that Patricia's messages are not being examined by the relevant Congregation in Rome with a view to eventual approval. Official representatives of Divine Innocence have been less than honest about this when contacted. A phone call was made to Divine Innocence querying the official position, and the representative stated "The (local) bishop hasn't conceded yet. It's all gone to Rome now, so we're just waiting…" Other enquirers have also been given this sort of information - or more correctly, misinformation - as there is nothing to wait for. Patricia's works are not being examined by the relevant Congregation in Rome.

Patricia and her followers often make much of the fact that her writings have been well received by certain theologians, but any opinions offered by these theologians, no matter how positive in tone, are only their private opinions and as such are of no consequence in this matter. It would be very misleading of anyone to claim otherwise. Many renowned theologians supported the alleged seer Vassula Ryden, until the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith officially stated that her messages contained error and could not be considered to be of supernatural origin.

A very important document was issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in November 1996 and placed in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis, the official organ of the Holy See. It stated:

Regarding the circulation of texts of alleged private revelations, the Congregation states: The interpretation given by some individuals to a decision approved by Paul VI on 14 October 1966 and promulgated on 15 November of that year, in virtue of which writings and messages resulting from alleged revelations could be freely circulated in the Church is absolutely groundless. This decision actually referred to the "Abolition of the Index of Forbidden Books" and determined that after the relevant censures were lifted, the moral obligation still remained of not circulating or reading those writings which endanger faith and morals. It should be recalled however, that with regard to the circulation of texts of alleged private revelations, Canon 823#1 of the current code remains in force: "the Pastors of the Church have the ... right to demand that writings to be published by the Christian faithful which touch upon faith or morals be submitted to their judgement". Alleged super-natural revelations and writings concerning them are submitted in first instance to the judgement of the diocesan Bishop, and in particular cases, to the judgement of the Episcopal Conference and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

This couldn't be much clearer. Patricia's messages have been submitted to the diocesan Bishop and he has declared that they are not of supernatural origin. They are not being examined by the Episcopal Conference of England & Wales or the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which is the only dicastery in the Vatican with competency in these matters. 

The fact that it is claimed that Patricia's messages do not contradict Faith or Morals is neither here nor there. There are many other criteria that have to be fulfilled before the Church can declare an alleged supernatural occurrence to be worthy of credence. One argument put forward by supporters of Divine Innocence is that they don't trust Archbishop Bowen's judgment, although when he initially investigated these alleged events, he presumably would have had access to the Holy See's document issued to bishops in 1978 regarding such matters, titled "Normae S. Congregationis Pro Doctrina Fidei Modo Procedenti In Diudicandis Praesuptis Apparitionibus ac Revelationibus" (The guidelines and norms of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the Methods and Procedures for Judging Alleged Apparitions and Revelations). Even if Archbishop Bowen didn't use this document, or one were to doubt his competency to judge, it is worth remembering that Patricia herself has personally visited and given her messages to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome - and yet it has not seen fit to remove the case from Archbishop Bowen's jurisdiction. 

The Church has officially stated that Patricia's messages are her own private reflections and nothing more than that, so it is quite wrong and even damaging to promote them as genuine requests from Heaven. For example, Patricia is claiming that Our Lord is asking the Church to declare aborted children as companion martyrs to the Holy Innocents. Because of this claim, many people may now waste their time, effort and financial resources trying to achieve something which has not been requested by God, thus effectively removing them from some other work which may have been more effective in the pro-life battle. Also, if these children are indeed martyrs, why did Patricia request in a previous message that people should perform a post-death "baptism" ritual for aborted children called "Baptism of the Unborn?" This would appear to be contradictory.
There have been problems regarding the usage of Patricia's premises in Berrylands, Surbiton as a "place of pilgrimage". As it is a residential area, it has caused much disruption and after many complaints from local residents, the Municipal Authorities have now become involved. There has been much written in the local secular press about this problem, causing scandal for the Church.

A recent article in a local newspaper stated that "Divine Innocence Trust" had a gross income in one year of £68,724 - not to mention the value of the property that it owns. Think what good that money could have done if it had gone to a genuine pro-life apostolate! Remember - if the Devil can't get people to sin, then he will often try to mislead them into doing what is the least good and effective action.

As the Church has officially declared that Patricia's messages are not of supernatural origin, then it is reasonable to assume that this leaves three other possible options:

She could be suffering from delusions. 

If this is the case, then it would be very unkind to her if we helped to perpetuate these delusions by promoting them. 

She could be deceiving people. 

If this is the case, then it would obviously not be right to encourage her in any way.

This phenomenon could be diabolic in origin.

As stated before, the Devil could be using this to distract people from other pro-life work, or for another reason unknown to us.

Besides the official ecclesiastical declaration of Archbishop Bowen, there have been numerous complaints about Patricia's behaviour from ex-members who were closely involved with Divine Innocence. Some of these people have been given "individual private messages" by Patricia that are clearly ludicrous and even harmful to their spiritual life. For instance, two ladies, one of them elderly, reported receiving an alleged "divine warning" from Patricia to the effect that the River Thames would flood, causing lives and property to be lost. She went on to claim that Berrylands, where Divine Innocence is situated, would be divinely protected. This alleged "revelation" caused an immense amount of anxiety to the two ladies concerned, causing them to sell their house and move to the area that Patricia had designated as a "safety zone". They eventually became disillusioned with Divine Innocence and have since left it, but not before being subjected to deep spiritual turmoil - and, it has to be said - not before handing over donations in the region of £3,000. 

Others have complained of being manipulated and made to feel guilty about certain things, when in fact they had been doing nothing wrong. Statements from ex-Divine Innocence members have been submitted to Bishop Howard Tripp, Auxiliary in the Southwark Archdiocese. These people told of how they felt manipulated by Patricia, stating that whenever she wanted anything of them, she usually said that Our Lord or Our Lady had made the request in a message. This generally caused feelings of guilt and anxiety if they felt unable to comply. They also stated that Patricia suggests a spiritual regime for her more immediate followers, often unsuitable for their state of life. For example, a divorced mother with a young family to bring up was expected to attend all the various daily prayer meetings, and a middle-aged couple was very distressed to be told by Patricia that they were being "called" to celibacy. After failing to comply with such things, these ex-members were made to feel that they had caused "disappointment" to Our Lord and Our Lady. Patricia has also offered "spiritual direction" to some of her followers.

The content of some of Patricia's messages are cause for concern. One such example, allegedly given by Our Lady and printed on page 54 of the Novitiate of the Holy Family booklet stated: "Those who are too proud to receive instruction from the Instrument chosen by heaven (Patricia) will not advance. It is in this instruction that you will all be trained, including the Instrument. Those who treat with disrespect the Mother of this Community (Patricia), treat with disrespect and contempt my Motherly instruction and the Motherly Authority given from heaven; they treat with disrespect God the Father, from whom all authority comes." In the past, members of Divine Innocence who have challenged Patricia on any point have been quickly ostracised. Is this what is meant by "disrespecting" her? It would seem that this message is little more than a veiled threat, given in order to silence any dissenting voices within the organisation, and is dangerously close to implying that Patricia's followers should show her total obedience. This is how cults operate.

Patricia has also claimed that she has received a 'revelation' stating that "those who wear a Divine Innocence Eucharist medal will be those the 'Angel of Destruction' will pass by" - in other words - buy one or die! 

All this may be a lot to take in, particularly if one feels that Divine Innocence has assisted one's spiritual life, but it is a reminder of what can happen when we disregard the lawful authority of the Church and make our own decisions about the authenticity of alleged supernatural occurrences instead. Cardinal Ratzinger has recently voiced his concerns about an unhealthy over-emphasis in the Church on apparitions and related mystical phenomena. Although on the surface many of these things appear to be good, they are often a source of disobedience, fanaticism and division among otherwise faithful Catholics - and this at a time when we need to be more united than ever!

The last word goes to the Holy Father who, like Cardinal Ratzinger, has expressed similar concerns about this type of phenomenon. In a speech reported in the 18th September 1996 edition of L'Osservatore Romano, His Holiness stated: "Some members of the People of God are not rooted firmly enough in the Faith, so that the sects, with their deceptive proselytism, mislead them to separate themselves from true communion in Christ. Within the Church community, the multiplication of supposed "apparitions" or "visions" is sowing confusion and reveals a certain lack of solid basis to the faith and Christian life among her members."
As stated before at the beginning of this piece, the only way to avoid the pitfalls associated with unapproved alleged private revelations is to be obedient to the Church's official declarations regarding them. 
This article, in a slightly different form, appeared in the May 2002 issue of Christian Order
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False Apparitions and Movements…
Vatican Condemns Community of Divine Innocence 
Vatican Condemns Community of Divine Innocence
http://www.unitypublishing.com/Apparitions/DivineInnocense.htm 

By Richard Salbato September 30, 2007

Five years ago, on May of 2002 Theotokos wrote on the official stand of the bishop and the errors of the movement. www.theotokos.org reference: http://www.theotokos.org.uk/pages/unapprov/patricia/patrici2.html.
The Community of Divine Innocence is a group founded by the claims of divine revelations to Mrs Patricia de Menezes of Southwark, England. The group’s spirituality and beliefs are based on these claims of divine revelation. An example of the bizarre claims of Patricia de Menezes is that all children who are aborted should be proclaimed by the Church as martyrs and be seen as companion martyrs of the first Holy Innocents. I hate to be sarcastic, but this would put into the minds of any woman thinking of an abortion: "What does it matter, the baby will go straight to Heaven."
The story of the Vatican issuing a statement on Patricia de Menezes and the Community is well publicized in the secular and Catholic media, and normally I would not add my two cents to something that is well covered already. There are two reasons I want to comment on this and post it on my web site for reference. 

First, when the bishop condemned the apparitions before 2002 the Community falsely claimed that the Vatican had taken over the investigation and was going to override the bishop’s opinion. Sound familiar! This was not true at the time and it was not until many years later that the local bishop asked the Vatican to step in and make a statement. In the mean time the Community continued in disobedience to the bishop on the false grounds that the Vatican had taken charge of the investigation. My questions to the Vatican regarding Medjugorje and Bishop Peric state the same thing as of now. There is no investigation going on by the Vatican or any other community of bishops. 

Second, even after the Vatican condemned the movement, Menezes' so-called Jesus slandered the Vatican and advises her followers to continue following her and not the Vatican. This has been the response of every other false mystic that I have ever studied, and it will continue to be the same with the future ones, but the majority will in time fall away from these cults and that makes what I do worth the time and money. 

The Vatican’s Condemnation statement was issued on September 23, 2007 and only one day later, the official web site promoting the revelations and teachings of the so-called mystic, Patricia de Menezes, basically told their followers to disregard the statement by the Vatican. 

The Press Release after the Vatican Condemnation of the Divine Innocence Mystic can be found on: 

http://divine-innocence.org/press_release_2407.htm 

Patricia de Menezes’ so-called Christ attacks Vatican’s Condemnation on her web site at:

http://divine-innocence.org/message_2707.htm and at: http://divine-innocence.org/message_2807.htm
The following is the official statement of the Church: 
[This portion of the article is already reproduced on pages 1-3]
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NORMS REGARDING THE MANNER OF PROCEEDING IN THE DISCERNMENT OF PRESUMED APPARITIONS OR REVELATIONS PAUL VI/CDF FEBRUARY 25, 1978 & DECEMBER 14, 2011

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NORMS_REGARDING_THE_MANNER_OF_PROCEEDING_IN_THE_DISCERNMENT_OF_PRESUMED_APPARITIONS_OR_REVELATIONS.doc 

NORMS REGARDING THE MANNER OF PROCEEDING IN THE DISCERNMENT OF PRESUMED APPARITIONS OR REVELATIONS 02 CDF MAY 29, 2012
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PRIVATE REVELATION 
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PRIVATE_REVELATION-CRITERIA_FOR_DISCERNMENT-RICHARD_SALBATO 
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PRIVATE REVELATION-RULES FOR DISCERNMENT OF PHENOMENA-FR FELIX BOURDIER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION-RULES_FOR_DISCERNMENT_OF_PHENOMENA-FR_FELIX_BOURDIER.doc 

CARDINAL IVAN DIAS PROMOTES CONTROVERSIAL MARIAN APPARITIONS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_PROMOTES_CONTROVERSIAL_MARIAN_APPARITIONS.doc
AKITA, JAPAN-ARE THE SUPERNATURAL EVENTS GENUINE? 
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CHRISTINA GALLAGHER-THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
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FR STEFANO GOBBI-MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_STEFANO_GOBBI-MARIAN_MOVEMENT_OF_PRIESTS.doc
GARABANDAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GARABANDAL.doc
JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION.doc
MARIA DIVINE MERCY-THE WARNING SECOND COMING AND THE BOOK OF TRUTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_DIVINE_MERCY- THE_WARNING_SECOND_COMING_AND_THE_BOOK_OF_TRUTH.doc
MARIA VALTORTA-POEM OF THE MAN-GOD
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