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Pets at Holy Mass at the National Shrine of St. Thomas in Madras-Mylapore 
The pictures below appeared in the local weekly tabloid, Mylapore Times, Chennai, in the October 10-16, 2009 issue. The editor-publisher is a Catholic, Vincent D’Souza. On Sunday, October 4, 2009, the mid-day [12 noon] English service accommodated a number of animals during the celebration of Holy Mass.
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Top: Fr. Jerry Rosario, SJ; Above: Fr. Kanikairaj, parish priest
This is what the Mylapore Times staff reporter had to say:

The noontime Holy Mass last Sunday at Santhome Cathedral was a special one.  The rear of this magnificent place of worship was reserved for people who planned to bring their pets. Blue Cross, an NGO which works on issues related to animals and birds, had suggested to parish priest Fr Kanikairaj that it would be a nice gesture if pets could be blessed in the church campus. The priest agreed and welcomed Blue Cross and owners of pets in this neighbourhood to attend Mass.
Fr. Rosario, the main celebrant at the Holy Mass, in his Sunday sermon touched on the need to care for animals.

He then invited Chinni Krishna, who heads Blue Cross, to walk up to the altar with his pet dog that was on a leash, and share his thoughts with the packed congregation.

Save for the odd bark and growl from the rear, the Mass progressed smoothly and at the end of it, the priests walked down the aisle, blessed the dogs and cats and a lone parrot and sprinkled holy water on the pets and their owners.
Churchgoers who had camera cellphones on them quickly took pictures of this unusual event while others admired the dogs who took in the large crowd. Said Fr. Kanikairaj, “We had no hesitation in agreeing to the Blue Cross idea. It was a symbolic event but the message was shared.” Earlier, the same ceremony was held at a Hindu shrine.
Message from animal lover substitutes for homily
"A symbolic event"? Symbolic of what? Of the new low in liturgical standards in the Archdiocese? Of the complete disregard for the rubrics and for the right of the faithful to attend Masses that do not degenerate into circuses?
What "message was shared" by the priests at their cat-and-dog Mass? The messages I got were that they have appropriated the liturgy of the Mass for themselves, converting the Holy Sacrifice into entertainment, becoming manipulators of the liturgy and not its servants, while being completely insensitive of those whom the Church has entrusted to their pastoral care, and thus placing themselves in open defiance of Rome. 

That the reporting of the event was pre-meditated is evidenced by the presence of the Mylapore Times reporter at the Mass.

Frs. Jerry Rosario and Kanickaraj permitted a non-Catholic lay man "to walk up to the altar with his pet dog … and share his thoughts with the packed congregation" in lieu of the homily. This is an aberration.

Not even a Catholic lay man or lay woman may deliver the homily.

In the section on LITURGY AND LITURGICAL ERRORS at this ministry’s web site, there are more than two dozen articles that will enlighten the reader about the liturgy of the Mass and its abuses*.
The main celebrant of the Mass was Fr. Jerry Rosario, a liberal Jesuit theologian who preaches on a regular basis to the Bishops and teaches at seminaries. He is notorious for his innovative Masses.

Years ago, when the present Bishop of Trichy, the Most Rev. Antony Devotta was the Vicar-General of Madras-Mylapore, my wife and I had submitted to him a written complaint about this renegade priest who had invited Hindu priests to speak to the assembly one Sunday and Muslim mullahs on another occasion, at Our Lady of Guidance Church, Raja Annamalaipuram. The mullahs taught us about Islam and that Mohammad was God’s final prophet. Both times, the speeches of the visiting guests replaced the Sunday homily. Incensed by this outrage, the Vicar-General summoned the priest and hauled him over the coals. Since his departure from this archdiocese, liturgical aberrations have become the order of the day.
On February 4, 2013, under the subject "Aberrations, errors and other problems in the Liturgies of the Sunday Holy Masses at the National Shrine of St. Thomas", I had written to our Archbishop, "At one Mass a few months ago, Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ was the celebrant. During the homily, he attempted to initiate a dialogue with the congregation failing which he left the altar and came right down the main aisle going up to people and asking them questions. I immediately went to Fr Kanickaraj and apprised him of what was going on, and that was when he asked me what was so wrong about that when the people "liked it" and "want it"."
Concerning the indulgent parish priest Fr. Kanickaraj, I had written, "The celebrant greets the assembly with "Good morning" after making the Sign of the Cross, and the people respond with "Good morning, Father." Applause during Holy Mass has become standard procedure. Obviously, it is always invited by the celebrant. The reasons vary from a priest’s birthday to an appreciation of someone [like, say, the choir]. Recently, applause has been a standard feature of EVERY Sunday Mass that we attended.

Things get worse, if that is possible. The 9:30 am Mass has degenerated into a theater show. I have approached the person directly responsible for that, Deacon Charles, and met with hostility and rudeness. Characters dressed in costumes, role-playing accompanied by information over the microphone, etc. have been incorporated either with the homily or at the offertory procession. In addition to that, the celebrant unfailingly solicits applause from the faithful in appreciation of the Deacon and his helpers. One such show was put up by the Santhome Communications Centre people whom I found laughing and chatting outside the sacristy with the Deacon immediately after their role play and while Mass was still going on. At other Masses during the following weeks, two families per week have been inducted into the arrangements and they are applauded during every service."

On February 3, at the 12 noon Mass, the entire congregation joined the choir in singing "Happy Birthday" to Fr. Kanickaraj after which the celebrant invited the audience to applaud the beaming parish priest.
*APPLAUSE, JOKES, AND SAYING GOOD MORNING AT MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APPLAUSE_JOKES_AND_SAYING_GOOD_MORNING_AT_MASS.doc
HOMILY BY A LAY PERSON AND RELATED ABUSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMILY_BY_A_LAY_PERSON_AND_RELATED_ABUSES.doc  

HOLDING HANDS AND ORANS POSITION DURING THE OUR FATHER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOLDING_HANDS_AND_ORANS_POSITION_DURING_THE_OUR_FATHER.doc
NOTE
The blessing of animals by a priest is done on January 17, the commemoration of the feast of St. Anthony the Abbot [who lived from 251 to 356 A.D. in Egypt], the patron saint of animals and against infectious diseases.  In Rome, the annual event takes place just outside St. Peter’s Square, after Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica, not inside a church building. The practice is prevalent in Spain and there have been news reports of animals occupying the pews along with their owners, during Mass. But the blessing of animals always occurs after Mass and outside the church. However, as per the news story, the priests at the Santhome Cathedral have "walked down the aisle" and sprinkled the animals with holy water inside the church. 

While the intention of the priests was to bless the animals, it appeared that the dog and its non-Catholic owner at the altar in substitution for Fr. Jerry Rosario’s homily were instead blessing the congregation.
JULY 2013
Are dogs allowed in church? 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/lit/viewanswer.asp?QID=123 

December 13, 2004

Yesterday at Mass a man brought his big, quiet dog to Mass. He had it on a short leash and it wore a saddle-thing so he could grab it easily if he needed to. He sat on a chair in the back of the church but went up to the communion line with the dog. The priest (a Franciscan) knows he brings the dog to Mass, but is this permissible? Do I have any responsibility to say anything to him or to the priest this Sunday? –David

You will not find anything in Church documents that forbid a dog a church, but you really shouldn't have to since it is so obvious. Sacraments are for people. Yes, I would talk with the priest. -Jacob Slavek
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/lit/viewanswer.asp?QID=126 

December 19, 2004

In regards to David's question about dogs being allowed in church, based on the description he gave of the dog's harness, it sounds to me like the dog was a seeing-eye dog, and was thus was providing a much needed service. The dog's master is likely blind or visually impaired, and would have needed the dog to guide him through the communion line. The master may have also been a member of the local Lions Club or other community service organization who was tasked with training the dog to be a seeing-eye dog.
From David's question, it sounds like the priest was aware of the situation, and everything is in good order here. Seeing-eye and leader dogs should be welcome at mass when they are doing their jobs to assist the blind and visually impaired. -Rob
I very nearly mentioned that it could be a service dog but ultimately decided not to since I believed that the original poster should have been able to determine whether or not it was a service dog and therefore would have mentioned it.

Also, it didn't immediately strike me as odd that the dog could be a pet since a relative of mine has brought a large pet dog to church a few times. At any rate, it is now mentioned so thanks to all for the input. -Jacob Slavek
In the Catholic tradition, priests do bless animals and birds, but not during the Mass

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1770
September 26, 2010
Our parish priest and pastor announced today, at the close of Mass, that he would be blessing all animals brought to him out in the parking lot of the Church.
Is it proper for a priest to bless the dogs, cats, or other pets, that are owned by his parishioners? Animals do not have a soul, so is this within the teaching and doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church? –John
Yes, priests can bless animals. In fact, the official Book of Blessings contains an "Order for the Blessing of Animals."
It is true that animals do not have an immortal soul, a rational soul, but neither does many things priests are allowed to bless, such as cars, houses, church buildings, altars, sacred vessels, rosaries, scapulars, or medals. Almost anything (that does not offend the faith) can be blessed.

It is a tradition to bless animals on or near the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, considered a patron of animals, which is October 4th.

Why do we bless animals? The Catholic Encyclopedia (1907) article, Blessing, explains:

The lower animals which minister to the reasonable requirements of the human family may have blessings invoked upon them in order that the measure of their usefulness may be increased. Thus, birds of the air, beasts of the field, bees that afford such examples of industry to man, horses and oxen broken to the yoke, and. other beasts of burden are included in the formularies of the Ritual. The Creator is invoked to grant to the brute strength and health to bear his burden and, if attacked by sickness or plague, to obtain deliverance.

The Book of Blessings explains it this way:

According to the providence of the Creator, many animals have a certain role to play in human existence by helping with work or providing food and clothing. Thus when the occasion arises, for example, the feast of some saint, the custom of invoking God's blessing on animals may be continued.

By extension this also applies to pets as pets are also useful to humans emotionally, especially in modern times, even though they are not "working" animals.

The usual blessing on the Feast of St. Francis is a modified version of the Order of the Blessing of Animals mentioned above.

Here is the blessing from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers by Bishops' Committee on the Liturgy, National Conference of Catholic Bishops, NCCB/USCC, 1989, The blessing below, or the full Order of the Blessing of Animals may be done by a priest, deacon, or layman:
All make the sign of the cross. The leader begins: Wonderful are all God's works. Blessed be the name of the Lord.

All respond: Now and for ever.

The leader may use these or similar words to introduce the blessing: The animals of God's creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea. They share in the ways of human beings. They have a part in our lives. Francis of Assisi recognized this when he called the animals, wild and tame, his brothers and sisters. Remembering Francis' love for these brothers and sisters of ours, we invoke God's blessing on these animals, and we thank God for letting us share the earth with all the creatures.
Then the Scripture is read:
Listen to the words of the book of Genesis:

[In the beginning,] God said, "Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky." And so it happened: God created the great sea monsters and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged birds. God saw how good it was, and God blessed them, saying, "Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on the earth." Evening came and morning followed-the fifth day.

Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds." And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth. God saw how good it was. (Genesis 1:20-25)

(Alternate reading such as Isaiah 11:6-10.)

The reader concludes: This is the Word of the Lord.

All respond: Thanks be to God.

After a time of silence, those present offer prayer of intercession for their animals and for all creatures. After the Lord's Prayer, the leader invites all to hold or place their hands on their animals in blessing:
O God, you have done all things wisely; in your goodness you have made us in your image and given us care over other living things.

Reach out with your right hand and grant that these animals may serve our needs and that your bounty in the resources of this life may move us to seek more confidently the goal of eternal life.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. R. Amen.

All make the sign of the cross as the leader concludes:
May God, who created the animals of this earth as a help to us, continue to protect and sustain us with the grace his blessing brings, now and for ever. R. Amen.

The blessing may conclude with a song such as "The Old Hundredth" (Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow), "All Creatures of Our God and King." –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2275
November 28, 2012
Are animals allowed into the Mass? Recently I have noticed people bringing their dogs into Mass. –Angela
I imagine what you are seeing are working dogs. Those who are blind or have some other medical conditions may have guide and working dogs. Those people are allowed to bring their dogs into grocery stores and restaurants and other places where normally animals are not allowed.

Other than working dogs, pets should not be brought to Mass, unless there is a blessing of animals taking place. A procession of animals, everything from dogs and cats to hamsters and even horses, is led to churches for a special ceremony called the Blessing of Pets. This is usually on October 4, the Feast of St. Francis. This is done outside of the Church building, especially horses. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
UPDATE SEPTEMBER 24, 2015
For this church mass, bring your pets along

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/For-this-church-mass-bring-your-pets-along/articleshow/49067894.cms?messageid=41167213&intenttarget=no&r=1443095393839&register=1 
By Priya Menon, Chennai, September 23, 2015
All Catholic churches have a mass on Sunday. But the one that will be held on October 4 at St Thomas Basilica in Santhome here will be extra special. For, it will be attended not just by people but their companion animals, who will also be blessed in a special ceremony. 
October 4, celebrated globally as World Animal Day, is the day of the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, who is regarded as the patron saint of animals. "He was a lover of nature and so we will have a special blessing for animals between 11am and 11.30 am," says Rev Fr Louis Mathias, parish priest of St Thomas Basilica, adding that the only other day when they have a similar ceremony is on Maatu Pongal, when animals that are helpful to farmers are blessed. 
St Thomas Basilica is one of the three basilicas in the world which were built over the tomb of an apostle. St Peter's in Rome and St James in Spain are the other two. It is built over the tomb of St Thomas, one of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ who came to India in 52AD. 
"A similar ceremony was held six years ago at St Thomas Basilica," says Chinny Krishna, chairman emeritus, Blue Cross of India, which is organizing the event. "We usually try and conduct the ceremony when October 4 falls on a Sunday. Incidentally, it was on October 4, 1968, that we got the Committee for the Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals to gazette their first set of rules on animal experimentation in India." 
According to Krishna, the day has even more significance as the present Pope, when ordained, changed his name to Francis in honour of St Francis of Assisi. "Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio, he took his papal title after the patron saint of animals," he says. 
A few churches and temples across the city are planning to conduct similar ceremonies. Every year, special prayers are held at the Ganesha idol located under the peepal tree at the C P Ramaswami Aiyar Foundation. 
"Animals are a part of our culture and tradition. We worship Ganesha and Hanuman, and nearly every god has an animal as the vahana (vehicle)," says Nanditha Krishna, director of the foundation. "We even draw the kolam every morning with rice flour so that ants can feed on it." 
Catherine Fatima Yourey, 61, who along with her two friends, care for seven-year-old Whitey, a stray mongrel in their area, will make the trip from Perambur to Santhome on October 4. "It is a beautiful idea to have a ceremony to bless the animal companions in your life," she says. "And it will enthuse all animal lovers."
My comment on the above article posted at 5:20 PM today:
Catholics believe that the Holy Mass is the unbloody commemoration of the Sacrifice of the death of Lord Jesus Christ to save us from eternal death because of sin.

It is a sacrilege to do ANYTHING ELSE other than what is prescribed (in the rubrics), leave alone bring one's pets to the altar at Holy Mass.

See PETS AT HOLY MASS AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE (URL not permitted)
Michael Prabhu
MY PRE-EMPTIVE LETTER TO OUR ARCHBISHOP

To: gasamy152@gmail.com, archmsml@gmail.com 
Subject: 23 SEP. TIMES OF INDIA INVITATION TO BRING PETS TO HOLY MASS ON OCT 4.
Date: Thu, 24 Sep 2015 17:46:04 +0530
Dear Archbishop George,
The Times of India report is reproduced in the file attached herewith.
I sincerely hope that the desecration of the holy altar and abuse of the rubrics of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will not be repeated in your Cathedral this year under parish priest Fr. Louis Mathias and your good self as has occurred under the previous parish priest in 2009.
Yours obediently,
Michael Prabhu
Catholic apologist
UPDATE SEPTEMBER 30, 2016
As a result of my letter to the Archbishop, the event was not conducted IN the Church but in the compound:

http://www.newindianexpress.com/galleries/2015/oct/05/Special-Prayer-Held-for-Pets-at-Santhome-Church-in-Chennai-3084.html 
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RELATED FILES ON CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE

ARCHDIOCESE OF MADRAS-MYLAPORE HOLY MASS-THE SACRIFICE OF CALVARY OR A BIRTHDAY PARTY? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHDIOCESE_OF_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_HOLY_MASS-THE_SACRIFICE_OF_CALVARY_OR_A_BIRTHDAY_PARTY.doc
BHARATANATYAM AT HOLY MASS AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BHARATANATYAM_AT_HOLY_MASS_AT_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
FEE LEVIED ON PRIESTS WANTING TO OFFER HOLY MASS AT THE TOMB OF ST. THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FEE_LEVIED_ON_PRIESTS_WANTING_TO_OFFER_HOLY_MASS_AT_THE_TOMB_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE.doc
HINDU FLAG POLE AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_FLAG_POLE_AT_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
LITURGICAL ABUSES IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MADRAS-MYLAPORE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LITURGICAL_ABUSES_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_MADRAS-MYLAPORE.doc
MASS FOR SAI BABA DEVOTEES AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MASS_FOR_SAI_BABA_DEVOTEES_AT_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
RESURREXIFIX INSTEAD OF CRUCIFIX AT TOMB OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RESURREXIFIX_INSTEAD_OF_CRUCIFIX_AT_TOMB_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE.doc
ST THOMAS TREE-ARCHDIOCESE OF MADRAS-MYLAPORE-GENUINE OR HUMBUG? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ST_THOMAS_TREE-ARCHDIOCESE_OF_MADRAS-MYLAPORE-GENUINE_OR_HUMBUG.doc
TAMIL MOVIE LAUNCH IN CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TAMIL_MOVIE_LAUNCH_IN_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
