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WHAT IS PRANIC HEALING?

Pranic Healing is a ‘no-touch’, ‘no-drug’ therapy that uses ‘cosmic’ or ‘universal life force energy’, known variously as ‘prana’ in Sanskrit, ‘chi’ or ‘qi’ in Chinese, and ‘ki’ in Japanese for the holistic healing of the human person. 

‘Prana’ literally means ‘breath’, but its deeper meaning, like its Far Eastern counterparts’, is its identification with the monistic universal energy that is believed to be in everything, and IS everything. 

Because all the cosmos is the same energy, one may tap sources that are said to be rich in this prana, e.g. the sun’s rays, water exposed to sunlight, certain trees like the pine, crystals etc.

It is used by pranic healers to heal diseases by treating a person physically, emotionally and spiritually. Its practice is reportedly accompanied by certain phenomena. It is done through the medium of one’s ‘energy body’, ‘health rays’, the ‘aura’ and the psychic ‘chakras’ to treat one’s ‘visible physical body’ where the actual disease is said to exist.

ASSUMPTIONS

Systems like pranic healing assume that our bodies are visible physical images of our invisible etheric or vital energy bodies, and that disease in our bodies is caused by imbalances of energy in our energy bodies which actually precede our physical bodies at conception. 

For various reasons, one’s energy levels might be depleted or congested, affecting its free-flow and causing a repercussion which manifests as disease at the physical level. While allopathic medicine treats only the symptoms of a disease, these remedies correct imbalances at the most basic level and ensure permanent good health holistically.

These treatments are touted as inexpensive, non-addictive, and safe, without the side-effects of medical drugs, and are therefore called ‘alternative’ therapies, medicines or remedies.

They are highly popular with promoters of low-cost health care.

Pranic healing is a blend of ancient Indian [Vedic] and ancient Chinese [Taoist/Buddhist] philosophies. 

Whereas the latter depend on an understanding of the universe based on the Yin-Yang principle of life and existence of meridians or energy channels in the human body as embodied in acupuncture and reiki, pranic healing holds that the body has a main spiritual cord called the sushumna, running alongside the spinal column, energy channels called nadis and a hierarchy of minor and major chakras [lit. ‘wheels’] or spinning energy centres, as in yogic teaching, that together with the ‘aura’ that envelops it, constitute a person’s energy body. 

While classic Hinduism has revealed seven major chakras [located in the front and center], pranic healing holds that there are an additional four at the back which were clairvoyantly revealed to its founder.

Healing is achieved by the manipulation of energy through these channels and chakras.

FOUNDER

The modern ‘founder’ of pranic healing is Choa Kok Sui, a Chinese Filipino who, by his own admission, was engaged from his youth in clairvoyancy, telepathy, hypnosis, chi kung or qi gong [Taoist yoga], Eastern meditations and mysticism, Freemasonry, Theosophy etc. 

Manila, the Philippines, is the headquarters of his World Pranic Healing Foundation. 

Currently designated as Grand Master, he transfers his healing power and knowledge through workshops and seminars, in a multi-tiered system of international, national and regional Foundations. 

One may become an accredited pranic healer after paying the required fee and attending these programmes during which one’s chakras are opened by a Master who has received his or her enlightenment either directly from, or in a line of authority and transfer of healing power that stretches back to, the Grand Master himself. 

These codes are strictly maintained. Therapists can practise only under the control of the respective Foundations and are expected to ‘tithe’ to their regional units. And, as registered pranic healers, they may not practise any other alternative therapy. Books on pranic healing are all authored only by Mr. Sui.

MEDITATION ON TWIN HEARTS

This is an initiation ceremony that is conducted on full moon nights, when, according to them, the occult powers of the universe and initiations into their number are at their peak. An advance word of caution is issued by the presiding Master to patients of glaucoma, blood pressure and heart disease as participants have been known to die due to ‘excessive energy’ generated in their physical bodies during these sessions. 

Mr. Sui says that during this meditation “If you experience pervasive darkness or ‘The Great Void’, this is good”.  

He also describes it as “a feeling of temporary omniscience” [an attribute that is God’s alone].

Preceded by an introductory talk on the history and potential of pranic healing, attendees are taken through physical exercises accompanied by chanting of ‘Om’, ‘amen’ and other mantras, and exposed to Mr. Sui’s voice on an audiotape that has subliminal messages [operating below the level of consciousness] recorded into it.

During this time the participant sticks his tongue* to the roof of his palate to connect the front and rear chakra systems, and when the energy starts to rise he encounters psychic phenomena and healing. *see page 6
Believing that some chakras are gateways to higher levels of consciousness, the goal of the meditation is to achieve “cosmic consciousness or illumination”. The Twin Hearts are the heart and the crown chakras.

It must be clarified that, unlike for Christians, the word ‘occult’ in New Age and Alternative Medicine has good connotations, and mind manipulation using subliminals and hypnosis is not a bad practice.

SCIENTIFIC OR SPIRITUAL?

Medical books and authors of Christian works on Alternative Medicine unanimously agree that there is no scientific basis in therapies like pranic healing. Primarily, there is no scope for proof because they do not operate on the physical level which follows definite physical laws and which alone can be scientifically quantified. 

Alternative healers like to make claims based on Kirlian photography, invented by a Russian psychic, that supposedly reveals coloured aura images of living objects, but it has been debunked by scientists. 

Pranic healing may fail the science examination, but tops on spirituality.

Pranic healing sessions include prayer to ‘god’, which may be any deity of one’s choice. 

Its founder’s books promote a pseudo-Christianity, frequently using Jesus’ sayings and other Biblical verses. 

But these selections are either partially quoted [omitting critical words] to substantiate some of their more outrageous claims, used in the wrong context, or conveniently misinterpreted.

The Jesus of pranic healing is not THE Christ, but one of many Lords including Krishna, the Buddha etc.

The Holy Spirit is called “heaven ki or energy”. 

The existence of demons is firmly denied. Mr. Sui explains that what Jesus exorcised were weak “negative elementals”, “thought entities”, or “etheric cockroaches” from “psychologically imbalanced persons” and any pranic healer may imitate Jesus and cleanse a patient by an act of will-power, using “violet pranic energy” or throwing the exorcised elements into a salt and water solution to be destroyed.

He further recommends “Eucharistic healing, taking the sacred host three times a week or more for as long as necessary. The participant may see his body filled with divine light and may experience illumination.”

THE ‘NEW AGE’ CONNECTION

If pranic healing does not qualify as a New Age practice, then nothing else does. It identifies with every category defined in the 3rd February 2003 Vatican Document Jesus Christ the Bearer of the Water of Life: A Christian Reflection on the ‘New Age’. From its origins through its philosophies and practices to its goals, it cries ‘New Age’.

Key terms and phrases used both earlier and below are proof enough. 

To avoid frequent repetition on their connotations, a study of the Document/other articles by this writer is suggested.

Writing the foreword for Mr. Sui’s very first pranic healing book, Dr. Carbonell introduces one David Spangler whom he introduces as a “spokesman for the New Age”, quoting an apparently sterile passage from Spangler’s Revelation, the Birth of a New Age. But to the discerning Christian, the passage bristles with New Age catch-phrases like a new world, energies, attune, higher consciousness etc. 

Spangler finally encourages readers to “take [a] step into the unknown”. Constance Cumbey reveals that this book is “treated as a Bible within the New Age Movement” [The Hidden Dangers of the Rainbow, 1983, p. 44].

A LUCIFERIC INITIATION

We now read Spangler himself in his Reflections on the Christ: 

“The true light of LUCIFER, this great Being, can only be recognized when one’s own eyes can see with the light of the Christ, the light of the inner sun. LUCIFER works within each one of us to bring us to wholeness, and as we move into a New Age, which is the Age of man’s wholeness, each of us is in some way brought to that point which I term the LUCIFERIC INITIATION, the particular doorway through which the individual must pass if he is to come fully into the presence of [LUCIFER’S] light and his wholeness.”

David Spangler is mentioned under “Some brief formulations of New Age ideas”, and again in “Some New Age books” in the Vatican Document [n 7.1 and n 9.1].

THE FREEMASONIC ANGLE

Choa Kok Sui strongly advises that “serious spiritual aspirants” of pranic healing should join several “esoteric” organizations including the Freemasonic society, and reading their publications is “a must”. 

One such work is C.W. Leadbeater’s The Science of the Sacraments which is a blasphemy of the Mass and the Eucharist. He is the author of several books, all published by the Theosophical Society, that include Occult Chemistry and Clairvoyance. He was a 33rd degree Freemason.

His The Chakras [1927] is the source of much of Mr. Sui’s borrowings. 

To quote him from this book, “The force of kundalini in our bodies comes from that laboratory of the Holy Ghost deep down in the earth. It belongs to that terrific glowing fire of the underworld.” [Page 27]

“The energy which we find rushing into the chakra is that which is symbolized when it is said in Christian teaching that the Christ is incarnate of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary.” [Page 24]

Major parts of one book, The ‘K.H’. Letters to C.W. Leadbeater was dictated by an entity Koot Hoomi that guided him.

The Chakras, which is heavy occultism from cover to cover, is publicly sold at Catholic sites by the Catholic Health Association of India [CHAI] “for the benefit of pranic and reiki healers”; and the only other books regularly advertised along with it in the CHAI monthly Health Action and other national Catholic periodicals, are those authored by Kok Sui !!

THEOSOPHICAL ROOTS

Mr. Sui also suggests that we read books published by the Theosophical Society for our “spiritual” growth, mentioning titles by leading theosophists Annie Besant and Alice Bailey. 

Some of their books, like Leadbeater’s were dictated by entities, and like his, penned in “automatic handwriting.” 

The former co-authored several occult books with Leadbeater. One of her own books is titled The Masters. 

The source of her guidance was an entity or ‘Master’ whom she knew as ‘The Tibetan’. Mr. Sui records that Bailey’s books are produced by the Lucis Publishing Co. Its original name was ‘LUCIFER Publishing Company.’ Mme. Blavatsky was the founder of the Theosophical Society [and finds mention in the said Vatican Document, #7.2]. Mr. Sui quotes Bailey from her book Education in the New Age, and strongly recommends our reading her Esoteric Healing etc. and the works of Blavatsky whose guiding Master in laying the foundation for Theosophy was the entity ‘D.K’  or Djwal Khul. 

Bailey’s The Plan, widely accepted as the blueprint for a new one-world order, is a major text of the New Age Movement.

The Vatican Document traces the origins of the New Age Movement to “banned secret organizations” like Freemasonry and in “the writings of the founders of the Theosophical Society.” 

OTHER TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES

Choa Kok Sui recommends 27 different books for our reading. All 27 are on esoteric subjects like kabala, Zen, Hermeticism, magical evocation, yoga [hatha, raja, kriya, kundalini and Tibetan] etc.

In addition to Freemasonry, he suggests that membership of the Theosophical Society, Rosicrucians, the Sufi Order, AMORC, The Arcane Society and other esoteric organizations would be good for our spiritual progress. 

As a back-up to pranic healing fitness, he suggests yoga, martial arts, tai chi, Taoist yoga, chi kung etc. 

Apart from the usual corollaries of Alternative Medicine like healing with gems and crystals, and with colours [chromotherapy], advanced pranic healing uses the New Age monistic mind-matter-energy interconvertibility-of- all-things principle [since ‘all is one’] to heal from a distance, whether telepathically or telephonically, by thought-projection. The mundane basic stages of facing one hand to the source of energy and the other to the object of transfer, and using sweeping and cleansing, have been transcended.

Pranic healing also employs the entire gamut of occult and New Age psycho-technologies including visualization and affirmation. In the former, one may “visualize oneself going inside the ajna [forehead] chakra of the patient” or “imagine the patient as an inch tall so as to energize him with prana.”

We are instructed in the energizing of holy oils, used in the anointing of the sick, with prana. 

One book says that if you pay the pranic healer “generously and in advance”, healing may occur even before one goes to the healer for therapy. Underpaying him may result in little or no healing.

People who have attended just the introductory Twin Hearts session or the basic workshop have attested to experiencing such psychic phenomena and healing. Many of them have never given more than a cursory glance at the books that they were presented with, and have never had an opportunity to examine Mr. Sui’s teachings objectively. There is obviously at work a power that transcends the actual healing practice.

SELF-DEIFICATION

Advanced pranic healers seek blessings and an infusion of pranic energy daily from large gold-framed photographs of Choa Kok Sui, one hand raised in the classic energy-transfer posture, prominently displayed in their healing centres. Raised to the status of a god, he is offered puja by devotees.

Pranic healing is monistic [all is one], panentheistic [god is in everything] and pantheistic [everything is god]. 

It rejects the Biblical revelation of man as a being with an immortal spirit, in favour of the energy body principle.                                                                                                                                                                               
Firmly anchored on the twin doctrines of the Law of Karma and Reincarnation, there is no concept of sin, and judgement for sin; and no need for man to be saved from his condition. In the New Age, man is his own saviour.

In the absence of a personal, transcendent God, distinct from His creation, the inevitable occurs. 

Mr. Sui teaches one to affirm or “repeat endlessly, ‘I am a divine being. I am That I am’”. 

Note that he uses a capital ‘T’, and that he has appropriated the words that Yahweh God in Exodus 3:14 uses to reveal his identity and the nature of His being to Moses. 

He explains, “All these statements simply mean that you are the divine self within your body. In other words, you are a divine being.” The practice of New Age Alternative Medicine leads inevitably to man’s deification of himself as god.

IMMEDIATE DANGERS

If the dangers of pranic healing practice are not self-evident to the reader, Choa Kok Sui admits that “It is a common occurrence for pranic psychotherapists to be contaminated with the patient’s psychological ailments and they too soon become psychologically imbalanced… There are healers who have become very sick or have died at a young age due to practising pranic healing to excessiveness [5 or 6 days a week].” 

We are also cautioned not to apply “too much prana on infants and very young children.”

We are advised that “persons below 18 years old should not practise the Meditation on Twin Hearts, since their bodies cannot yet withstand too much subtle energies. Doing so may even manifest as physical paralysis in the long run. However, there are exceptions… many highly evolved souls who have [re-]incarnated and whose bodies are now in the adolescent stage.”

CONTRADICTIONS

The Foundation’s booklet Health in your Hands contradicts itself when it says that “one of the basic qualifications to learn pranic healing is being of 18 years or above,” and immediately thereafter “it can be done by anyone, from school children to those of ripe old age.”

There are self-contradictions also in the pranic healing books. Choa Kok Sui first says, “There is nothing supernatural or paranormal about pranic healing.” Then he fills his book cover to cover with statements that it is.

His very first book is subtitled “A Practical Manual on Paranormal Healing.” 

In all his writings, he repeatedly insists that pranic healing is a spiritual healing, and that the experiences are spiritual.

He himself categorically admits that “Science is not able to detect and measure life energy or prana.”

THE CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSE

Many practising Christians, believing it to be a scientific discipline, have found no problem with adopting pranic healing into their routine. After conducting pranic healing with crystals, Catholic practitioners are known to place the crystal, now containing “dirty energy”, on their altars. 

Catholics head the Pranic Healing Foundations in some Indian cities, and the head of the Kerala Foundation is a nun. Holistic Health Centres in Pune and Chennai run by nuns offer regular courses in pranic healing and other New Age alternative therapies. One nun who operates a low-cost holistic health centre, and is a proficient pranic healer and reiki master, uses a picture of Jesus, the Divine Mercy to explain the red and white rays as coloured pranic energy.

The believer is enjoined, like the Bereans, to study the claims of pranic healers, and to “examine the Scriptures to determine whether these things are so” [Acts 17:11]. 

Since there are no neutral powers in the spiritual realm, he is also urged to “Test everything” [1 Thessalonians 5:21], and “not trust every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they belong to God” [1 John 4:1], to see if they stand the test of God’s Word in Scripture and Church teaching.

Sirach 38: 1-14 is a beautiful description of God’s providence for man’s physical health through nature and the doctor. As with Isaiah’s treatment of King Hezekiah using a poultice [Isaiah 38], God is always the source of the healing. Nowhere in the Bible is there mention of an all-pervading universal energy as conceived by the ancient pre-Christian traditions or New Age alternative medicine. The confession and forgiveness of sin, and prayer are other resources that God has provided for healing [James 5: 14, 15].

True holistic healing is on offer from God, in Jesus Christ alone.

The Bible teaches that man is tri-dimensional: spirit, soul and body [Genesis 2:7, 1 Thessalonians 5:23], not the configuration of body, mind, soul and energy body that the New Age theories propose. It may be significant that Paul places the body last, while New Age order is in reverse.

The believer is exhorted to remain sober, to be alert, to renew his mind, to put on the mind of Christ, to reflect on the Word and to love the Lord with his whole heart and mind [Psalm 119, Romans 12:2, 1 Corinthians 2:16, 1 Corinthians 14:15, 2 Corinthians 10:5, 1 Peter 1:13, Mark 12:30]; not to practice dubious or occult meditations [Mr. Sui admits that Twin Hearts is a form of hypnosis], or to permit his mind to be manipulated or programmed by subliminals.

Our God is a person, not an energy that can be manipulated. He is transcendent, apart and distinct from his creation, not one with it. Man is fallen creation [Romans 3:23], not god, and can never be god.

Demons exist, whether Mr. Sui likes it or not, and we know that simply because Jesus himself said so.

New Agers can never acknowledge the existence either of God or the devil because if they did, the entire edifice, which is built on a denial of the spirit of God that is in man, will collapse.

Claiming that negative karma causes physiological and psychological disease, Mr. Sui teaches various techniques to cancel the negative karma and accumulate positive karma, using “What you sow, so shall you reap” [Galatians 6:7]. 

The Bible accepts karmic action, but independent of reincarnation. 

Man will live once, die once, and be judged by Him for his life’s actions [Hebrews 9:27].

CONCLUSION

Pranic healing’s elimination of God, self-deification, belief in future lives through reincarnation, its pursuit of enlightenment and wholeness accompanied by a rejection of the concept of sin, which the Bible teaches is the cause for our diseases, and its equating the Saviour Jesus, who is God’s own solution to the fallen condition, with other lords and gods is reminiscent of the lie of the serpent in Genesis 3:4, 5. Writers on New Age themes point out that knowledgeable practice of pranic healing and related alternative medicines by Christians is a sin against the first commandment. 

Pranic healing is a spiritually dangerous practice, a Luciferic initiation into the New Age through one of its many ‘alternative’ solutions to the problems of mankind. 

With its goal of having “one pranic healer in every family” and its growing acceptance by many Christians, its influence and impact is not to be underestimated. Christians who have, in their ignorance been exposed to pranic healing and therapies like it, must repent, confess, abjure the practice, and destroy all paraphernalia connected with it.

Like with other situations where Christians have unwittingly placed themselves in possible bondage to the dark powers, they may require extended sessions of prayer, group support, pastoral care and counseling.

The May 2003 issue of the Divine Voice magazine of the Vincentian Fathers carries an article titled “You can serve only one Master”. It is the testimony of a Catholic lady from Chennai, a personal friend of the writer, who was a highly trained reiki practitioner. She was initiated into it at a Catholic Holistic Healing Centre, and graduated to the senior echelons of the pranic healing Foundation after her intense study of Theosophy, yogic meditation, crystal healing, kriya shakti, psychic self-defense, mantra chanting, and the highest form of pranic healing known as Arhatic yoga which is limited to a very few exponents.

In her own words, “I was in… diabolical bondage. I could not let go.” But she learnt the truth about pranic healing, and found that she could serve only one Master; and let go she did, with His grace, as she reveals in her testimony. The very same Jesus [Hebrews 13:8] is there for all those who find themselves in a similar situation. “The Truth shall set you free” [John 8:32].

Note: The above article was published in “Streams of Living Water”, Calcutta Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services publication issue of December 2004-January 2005. 

The research by this ministry on Pranic Healing is unique and unprecedented in the Catholic world. 
The first-ever article from this ministry, was on the subject of Pranic Healing, written in 1999 after purchasing all of the Foundation’s books and engaging in a year of research, and published in “Shalom Tidings”, the Kerala-based charismatic magazine of the Shalom TV organization, in July 2000. It may be viewed at http://www.geocities.ws/shalomtidings/aug/christ.htm. The book that I wrote was never published.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pranic_healing: 

Pranic Healing is a claimed energy healing system developed and promoted by Choa Kok Sui which claims that prana (energy) can heal ailments in the body by contributing to the person's energy field.[1] [2] He states that Pranic healing is like acupuncture and yoga in that it treats the "energy body" which in turn affects the "physical body".[3 ] [4]
Writing in the Times of India, Rajesh Parajapati a student of Pranic Healing claims: "The primary principle of pranic healing is utilising the inherent energy prana or energy of life in all beings for self-healing.[5]
No peer-reviewed evidence or publications (in recognized medical journals) exist to support the claimed results of the practitioners. 
In 1995, Jack Ruso described the method in the magazine Skeptical Inquirer as "mystical or supernaturalistic".[6]
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Church warns clergy, religious of popualr 'Ki' experience 

http://www.ucanews.com/story-archive/?post_name=/2001/01/23/church-warns-clergy-religious-of-popular-ki-experience&post_id=17714 
Seoul, Korea, January 23, 2001

Seoul archdiocese has cautioned priests and religious regarding the increasingly popular practice of "ki" (energy) sessions that blend physical movement, breathing and concentration. Auxiliary Bishop Peter Kang Woo-il of Seoul sent Jan. 12 a document titled "Alert on ki training culture" to all clergy and superiors of religious institutes in the archdiocese. 

"Recently there has been an increasing number of clergy, Religious and laity who frequent centers of 'ki-gong' and 'abdomen breathing,' and they invite others to join them," Bishop Kang said. 

He said though people begin the practice for health, they gradually develop it to a kind of spiritual dimension. "The religious dimension to which such ki culture leads becomes easily linked to a mystical, transcendental and individualistic outlook of the world -- that is not easily compatible with Christian faith," the bishop noted. The Church leader asked clergy and Religious who practice ki techniques for help in spiritual concentration or meditation to use "discernment because such a practice can cause confusion among ordinary Catholics." "Unlike established religions that seek the common good of society, some new religious sects promise individual peace and physical health," he said. 

Citing the letter "Orationis Formas" (On some aspects of Christian meditation) of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued Oct. 15, 1989, Bishop Kang stressed that trying to develop prayer as a skill may be opposed to the child-like spirit stressed in the Gospel. "Pure Christian mysticism has nothing to do with a skill," he said, citing the Vatican document which was published in Korean in 1999. 

Ki and ki-gong, or "qi" and "qi-gong" in Chinese, are generally regarded as belonging to the Taoist stream.                                                                                                                                                                                       

Yoga (A tribute to Hinduism)             

http://www.atributetohinduism.com/Yoga_and_Hindu_Philosophy.htm EXTRACT
2001, Updated August 15, 2006

Mental health: Doctors and researchers are increasingly intrigued by yoga's potential to treat mental-health problems. One study, published in CNS Spectrums, a peer-reviewed psychiatric medical journal, examined 22 adults who suffered from obsessive compulsive disorder, an often-disabling condition that causes odd compulsions, such as excessive counting. Half the group used standard meditation, while the other half used "Kundalini yoga," which requires patients to focus both eyes on the tip of their nose, press their tongues to the roof of their mouths*, open their jaws and breathe through their noses for at least six minutes.

*Note: This technique, used in kundalini yoga, is an integral part of the ‘Meditation on Twin Hearts’ of Pranic Healing [see page 2]. The cautions that apply to acupuncture, reiki, yoga, etc., see below, are equally valid for Pranic Healing.
Yoga and horoscopes can lead to possession by devil 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-1021712/Yoga-horoscopes-lead-posession-Devil-claims-Cardinals-exorcist.html
By Jonathan Petre, Daily Mail, U.K., May24, 2008

It is a physical workout enjoyed by millions and its devotees include Madonna, Gwyneth Paltrow and Sting. But yoga enthusiasts have been warned by a leading Roman Catholic clergyman that they are in danger of being possessed by the Devil.

Father Jeremy Davies*, exorcist for Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, the leader of Catholics in England and Wales, says that activities such as yoga, massage therapy, reiki or even reading horoscopes could put people at risk from evil spirits.

In a new book, he also argues that people with promiscuous lifestyles could find themselves afflicted by demons.

And he says that the occult is closely linked to the scourges of ‘drugs, demonic music and pornography’ which are ‘destroying millions of young people in our time’. 

The 73-year-old Catholic priest, who was appointed exorcist of the Archdiocese of Westminster in 1986, was a medical doctor before being ordained in 1974. He has carried out thousands of exorcisms in London and in 1993 he set up the International Association of Exorcists with Fr Gabriel Amorth, the Pope’s top exorcist.

In Exorcism: Understanding Exorcism In Scripture And Practice, which is published by the Catholic Truth Society, Fr Davies compares militant atheists to rational Satanists, and blames them for a rise in demonic activity.
Yoga enthusiasts 'are in danger of being possessed by the devil'

He adds that ‘perversions’ such as homosexuality, pornography and promiscuity are contributing to a growing sense of moral unease. He writes: ‘Even heterosexual promiscuity is a perversion; and intercourse, which belongs in the sanctuary of married love, can become a pathway not only for disease but also for evil spirits...young people especially are vulnerable and we must do what we can to protect them.

‘The thin end of the wedge (soft drugs, yoga for relaxation, horoscopes just for fun and so on) is more dangerous than the thick end because it is more deceptive – an evil spirit tries to make his entry as unobtrusively as possible.

‘Beware of any claim to mediate beneficial energies (e.g. reiki), any courses that promise the peace that Christ promises (e.g. enneagrams), any alternative therapy with its roots in eastern religion (e.g. acupuncture).’                                                                                                                                                         

Fr Davies argues that occult practices such as magic, fortune-telling and holding séances to contact the spirits of the dead are ‘direct invitations to the Devil which he readily accepts’. 

But the Oxford-educated priest, who is based in Luton, Bedfordshire, says there are different degrees of demonic influence, and the most extreme forms occur rarely.

*Father Jeremy Davies is the exorcist for Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor, the leader of the Catholic Church in England and Wales. 
Astrology or Trust in God?

http://fabienne.guerrero.free.fr/index.astrologybooklet.htm EXTRACT
By former New Ager Fabienne Guerrero, Originally published by Editions Téqui, 2010

"If you’ve been in contact with the occult, esotericism, spiritualism [spiritism], astrology, witchcraft, magic, hypnosis, reiki, yoga, transcendental meditation, new age and all kinds of sects or with Prana Therapists, or so-called healers, magnetizers who cure by laying on of hands, or magnetic passes, dowsing, pendulum; or, if you have visited clairvoyants such as magicians, soothsayers, marabouts or gurus, fortune-tellers who read the cards, palmists who read the lines of the hand or necromancers who consult the spirits of the dead: know that you were in contact with individuals who work with the devil and you have given Satan a certain power over you.
INDIA’S LEADING NEW AGE MAGAZINE 'LIFE POSITIVE' ON THE OCCULT “MEDITATION ON TWIN HEARTS” (CHAKRAS) OF PRANIC HEALING
Master Choa Kok Sui Meditation on Twin Hearts 

http://www.lifepositive.com/Body/energy-healing/pranic-healing/healing-meditation.asp 

https://www.lifepositive.com/pranic-healing-meditation/ 

Undated
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Healing meditation on Twin Hearts is one of the many advanced meditation techniques to achieve illumination, or what we normally call 'universal consciousness'. It is also a form or world service that helps harmonize the earth by blessing it with loving-kindness, peace, joy and goodwill.
Meditation on Twin Hearts is based on the principle that some of the major chakras are entry points or gateways to certain levels or horizons of consciousness. The Twin Hearts refer to the heart chakra, which is the center of the emotional heart or refined higher emotions, and the crown chakra which is the center of the divine heart, the center of divine union or yoga. Unless your crown chakra is activated, you will not experience illumination or divine union. But before it can be activated, the heart chakra must be activated first. It is only by developing the higher refined emotions that one can possibly experience divine love. 
By using the heart and crown chakras in blessing the earth with loving-kindness, they become channels for spiritual energies. By blessing the earth with loving kindness, you are doing a form of world service. By doing so you are in turn blessed many times. It is in blessing that you are blessed. It is in giving that you receive. This is the law! 
Once the crown chakra has been sufficiently activated, then you have to perform certain meditation techniques on the light and on the mantra 'Om' or 'Amen', and on the interval between the 'Om' or 'Amen'. It is by prolonged concentration and simultaneous awareness of these, that, illumination or samadhi is achieved! 

People who should not practice healing meditation on Twin Hearts:
Persons below 18 years old, patients with heart ailment, hypertension, glaucoma or severe kidney and liver problems, heavy smokers and pregnant women.

Benefits
Many practitioners of meditation techniques on Twin Hearts around the world are discovering and experiencing the following benefits within a short period of time:

1. Heightened level of intuition.
2. Increased healing power.
3. Sharper and more organized mental faculties.
4. Inner peace, loving-kindness and compassion.
5. Enhanced spiritual service.
6. Brighter and more balanced aura and bigger chakras.
7. Enhanced soul contact and divine union.
8. Safe stimulation of higher clairvoyance.
9. Healthier physical bodies.
10. Success in life with less stress.
11. A more wholesome personality.

Method
1. Do physical exercises for about five minutes to cleanse and energize your etheric body.
2. Sit comfortably with your back erect with your hands turned upwards, resting on you lap. Close your eyes, connect the tip of the tongue to the palate.
3. Invoke for Divine Blessings for guidance, help, protection and illumination.
4. Activate your heart chakra by becoming aware of it and by blessing the entire earth, every person, every being with loving kindness, great joy, happiness, divine peace, understanding, harmony, good will and will to do good. You may visualize the earth as very small in front of you; raise your hands on the chest level facing outward and feel the love flowing from your heart to your hands and enveloping the small earth in front of you. You may use the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi. This blessing can be directed to a nation or a group of nations

5. Activate your crown chakra by becoming aware of it and by blessing the Earth with loving-kindness. Allow yourself to be a channel of divine love and kindness, great joy, happiness, understanding, harmony and divine peace. Share these with the whole earth. When blessing, feel and appreciate the implications of each word.
6. Meditate and bless the Earth with loving-kindness through the Heart and Crown chakras simultaneously. This will align both chakras, thereby making the blessing much more potent.
7. Gently imagine a brilliant white or golden light on the crown. Be aware of the light, the inner stillness and the bliss for a few minutes. Gently and silently chant the mantra 'Om' or 'Amen'. When meditating on the interval between the two 'Oms' or 'Amens', simultaneously be aware of the light, the stillness and the bliss and let go. Continue for about 10 minutes.
8. Slowly come back to your physical body. Raise your hands again on the chest level facing outward. Release excess energy by blessing the Earth with light, loving-kindness, peace and prosperity for several minutes until you feel your body is normalized. You may bless specific persons or your family and friends after releasing the excess energy.
9. After meditation, always give thanks to the Divine Providence and to your spiritual guides for divine blessings.
10. Shake the body for 30 times, massage the different body parts, then do physical exercises for a few minutes. It will reduce the possibility or pranic congestion in certain parts of the body.
A Touch of Prana
https://www.lifepositive.com/a-touch-of-prana/ 

By Kumkum Bhandari, November 1999
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PRANIC HEALING





Revived and well-packaged by Master Choa Kok Sui, pranic healing is actually an ancient Indian system that heals diseased energy levels, effecting miraculous cures, and helps further spiritual growth.

August 11, 1999. Outside, as the world awaits the solar eclipse, we sit in cramped anticipation in the auditorium of Sri Aurobindo Center in Delhi, India, waiting for the master of pranic healing, Choa Kok Sui. While two assistants thump mattresses on the floor, another strews rose petals on the audience. Soon, in strides the stocky Master, a 40-something, Manila-based Roman Catholic businessman of Chinese descent. Chemical engineer, spiritual teacher, writer, globetrotter and healer, Choa Kok Sui repackaged and introduced the ancient science of pranic healing to the world in 1987. Today, thanks to his efforts, numerous healing centers and retreats dot 26 countries around the globe.
So what is pranic healing all about? Let’s say it gives you the power to resolve a host of physical, emotional and mental problems by moving your hands in a certain prescribed manner. Unbelievable? Surely, you may argue, such paranormal healing skills belong to yogis of the Himalayas. But then, how do you account for a friendly neighbor or a colleague at work brandishing such abilities? According to pranic healing, disease first appears in the energy body before rooting itself in the physical body. Any blockage, excessive build up of energy or depletion of it prevents prana (life-force energy) from flowing easily. This results in corresponding problems for the physical body. In this no-touch therapy, the healer transfers energy to heal the patient’s invisible energy body, which interpenetrates the physical body and extends a few inches from the skin’s surface. Unusual though such information may seem, it is well documented in ancient Indian scriptures, such as the Taittiriya Upanishad, which deals with the body and its five layers.

Many still dismiss such concepts as totally unscientific. Take Jitender S. Khamesra, a marketing executive based in Mumbai, India. Perfectly healthy, Khamesra met a pranic healer who told him that he was a ‘potential diabetic’ and advised pranic healing, a suggestion promptly brushed aside. A few weeks later, however, Khamesra was diagnosed highly diabetic. Today, he asks with palpable unease: ‘Could steps taken earlier really have kept the disease at bay?’ So, how did the healer know of Khamesra’s impending health problem? According to pranic healers, we live in ananta urja (a sea of energy). Pranic healing provides you with the know-how to use these subtle energies to spur on the body’s process of self-recovery. Most pranic healers develop the ability to scan or feel energy bodies by activating and sensitizing first the chakras on their palms, and later, at an advanced stage, those on the fingertips. Sustained experiential work helps pranic healers scan the chakras and even small body organs. They learn to discriminate between vibrations of a healthy and an unhealthy aura. For instance, even before a person suffers from cough and cold, the bio-plasmic throat and lungs will be depleted of prana. After scanning, the healer cleanses the diseased energy from the aura and affected chakras. Then, the chakras are energized by prana sourced from the sun, earth or air.

Says Ashima Singh, a pranic healer-teacher based in New Delhi, India: ‘I’ve seen arthritis go away, hormonal disturbances settle and frigidity overcome with this system.’ Emphasizing the importance of pranic healing’s preventive aspect, Ashima says that people generally come for healing long after the disease has manifested itself, whereas it is much faster to clear the energy body in the early stages. Cancer patients, for instance, whose auras have a lot of dirty, sticky energy, require long and frequent healing sessions. Choa Kok Sui’s basic manual, Miracles Through Pranic Healing, emphasizes a step-by-step approach to healing. Consistent results follow if the technique is properly used. Dunk rules and you could become the patient.

The main focus in the basic pranic healing training session is on how the chakras absorb, process and distribute prana. Out of the 360 chakras in the human body, pranic healing uses only 11. Choa Kok Sui also lists in his books the different ailments caused by malfunction of certain chakras. For instance, your child’s nosebleed could be set right simply by cleansing and energizing the ajna or third eye chakra. Much of the real learning, however, begins with individual practice. The advanced course is a quantum leap for the healer. It involves the use of color pranas, visualization skills and the power of intention to produce better results. According to most traditional healing practices, colors have healing properties. Green, for instance, has a marked disinfecting effect. But there is more to pranic healing than mere cures. Says Krishnan Veerappan, founder trustee of the Delhi Pranic Healing Foundation (DPHF), New Delhi, India: ‘This method can also put you on the path of self-growth.’ The resultant personal transformation manifests gradually. Then, as awareness grows, you begin to notice small perception shifts. An important part of pranic healing is twin hearts meditation where you focus on the heart chakra and the crown chakra to bring about a deep inner transformation. But the journey into pranic healing is not always smooth. Many don’t have a stomach for the deeper emotional work required. Healers have often seen a cured person return with the same problems. To effect permanent cure, the healer must work at underlying emotional causes and behavior patterns. This is where the final pranic healing course, Pranic Psychotherapy, comes in.

Here, the stress is on preventing, alleviating and treating psychological traumas and ailments. And the results sometimes border on the miraculous. For Deepak Bhalla, meeting healer and teacher Manu Roychowdhary, who is based at Noida in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, was a godsend. A paralytic stroke had affected Bhalla’s left arm and leg four years back. Healing sessions with Roychowdhary put him in touch with the emotional causes that had triggered the stroke. From then on, the road to recovery was open. As Dr David Goheen, director of the Canada-based Global Institute that trains pranic healers, puts it: ‘The key to pranic healing is to suspend your disbelief.

The mainstream medical fraternity is also gradually waking up to the role of pranic healing in trauma control and pain relief. For example, at the Apollo Cancer Hospital in Chennai, capital of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, the pranic healing department assuages the ravaging effects of chemotherapy. In spite of well-established foundations and possibly the largest number of practitioners in the world, pranic healing is yet to match reiki’s popularity in India. It has, however, made successful inroads into rural India down south, thanks to reasonable course fees and vernacular editions of Choa Kok Sui’s books.

But is the technique safe in the hands of enthusiasts who overlook relevant guidelines? One healer gives the example of a school assistant in the northern Indian state of Punjab who applied such rigorous healing to a feverish child that the temperature came crashing down to subnormal and the limp, cold child had to be rushed to hospital. The danger, actually, is only for healers themselves who are susceptible to contamination. Does this not bode ill for the system, ask critics. Danial Gorgoria, general manager of the World Pranic Healing Foundation, has a succinct response: ‘If healers say that they get ill, they haven’t followed the rules. Further, moderation is essential. When you are healing a large number of people every day, you are bound to get too tired to meditate, a must for healers.’
To a layperson, pranic healing may sound similar to reiki. But there are crucial differences. Pranic healers believe that energizing without first cleansing is like pouring fresh coffee into a cup that contains leftover. Experts even report that reiki works better when preceded by cleansing techniques borrowed from pranic healing. It is only a matter of time before India becomes a pranic healing hotspot. A major indication of this is the construction of the first-ever pranic healing ashram in the world near Mumbai. Primarily a healing-cum-training center and spiritual retreat, the ashram will have facilities both for trainees and patients and will further Choa Kok Sui’s one-line goal: ‘A pranic healer in every home.’ Many healers also affirm that the new millennium is going to see a descent of tremendous spiritual energies with India as the epicenter. Pranic healing, say ardent practitioners, will help people deal with these energies and the challenge and growth opportunity they will present. Ultimately, the thumb rule for making a final choice about pranic healing is: ‘You like it. It suits you. Move ahead with it.’ The underlying philosophy is rather simple: What counts is to be on the path. Does it really matter what finally got you there?

Stay Away from Pranic Healing
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=21181#more-21181
By Susan Brinkmann, May 8, 2013
SA writes: “Years ago, I was invited to join a seminar on Pranic Healing. It is a method of healing that uses energy (prana). Among the organizers of the said seminar was a religious nun, so I felt it was ok and somehow it is allowed in our Catholic faith. . . . One of the practices of pranic healing is meditation, similar with what the Buddhists practice. Then I got confused, because when we held a Eucharistic celebration and the “teacher” did not make a sign of the Cross. And they also use crystals to heal. I asked a priest regarding this but he said it is ok as long as my intention was to heal or I have good intentions to heal others.
However, I am also a member of a Catholic Charismatic group and when our head servant learned about pranic healing, he immediately ordered me to go to confession and denounce it. So I did.
Now I am still searching for answers regarding what the Catholic Church’s position is about pranic healing. I hope you could shed light on this. As of this writing, I have a number of Catholic friends who have been practicing pranic healing.

The head of your charismatic group was correct – stop practicing Pranic healing because it has roots in the occult.

First of all, pranic healing is based on the existence of a universal life force energy (also known as ki, qi, yin and yang, etc.) which is part of a pantheistic belief system which is not compatible with Christianity.

Pranic healing practitioners claim to be able to remove “diseased energies” from a patient’s invisible energy body and to be able to transfer fresh prana to the affected areas with the use of the hands.

Proponents claim that pranic healing comes from ancient cultures that practiced forms of it such as the occult-based shamanic healing. Other forms are qi gong, psychic healing, Reiki (which has been condemned by the U.S. bishops), and Therapeutic Touch.

Proponents also claim that the laying on of hands and charismatic healing practices are a form of pranic healing but this is incorrect and reveals a basic misunderstanding of Christian healing practices which never involve the manipulation of alleged life force energies. Rather, Christian healing is based solely upon the prayer of intercession with the hands used as a “sign” of that intercession. This blog will explain these differences in more detail.

The modern form of pranic healing was developed by a man referred to as Master Choa Kok Sui, who was born in Cebu, Philippines in 1952 and died at the age of 54 in 2007.  Even as a child he was interested in the paranormal and studied a wide range of healing arts as he grew to adulthood. Many of these arts were of occult origin. Sui had close associations with clairvoyants and also studied a variety of occult-based philosophies such as Rosicrucian Teachings of the Ancient Mystical Order of Rosae Crucis (AMORC), Theosophy, Astara lessons, Arcane School teachings, and other esoteric sciences.

From all of these influences emerged the modern version of pranic healing.

Aside from Sui’s troublesome occult connections, pranic healing also runs afoul of science which has never found any evidence for the existence of prana. Prana is a putative form of energy (as opposed to veritable energy, which are proven energy forms such as monochromatic radiation, light and sound waves, etc.) Many Eastern cultures who embrace a pantheistic worldview (Hindus, Buddhists) have medical practices based on this life force such as traditional Chinese medicine’s acupuncture and the Hindu’s pranic and Ayurvedic medicine.

Unfortunately, there is only anecdotal evidence in support of the efficacy of pranic healing which is why it is considered to be pseudoscientific.

But that doesn’t stop proponents from claiming this energy does exist and was proven by an Armenian electrician named Semyon Kirlian, the inventor of Kirlian photography. Kirlian claimed he could see the energy field surrounding the physical body of plants, animals and people by using an ultrasensitive camera process. However, Kirlian’s theories were thoroughly debunked by physicists who claim the “aura” of energy Kirlian claimed to be photographing is known as a corona discharge, a well-known electro-magnetic phenomenon that has nothing to do with a universal life force.

For Catholics, an additional concern is the potential for people to substitute pranic healing in place of conventional medicine, which violates Church teaching. “A person has a moral obligation to use ordinary or proportionate means of preserving his or her life. Proportionate means are those that in the judgment of the patient offer a reasonable hope of benefit and do not entail an excessive burden or impose excessive expense on the family or the community.” Ethical and Religious Directives for Health Care Services (Part V, No. 56)
Pranic Healing, Safe, Dangerous or What?
http://www.catholichealing.com/2010/05/pranic-healing/ 
CHURCH TEACHINGS, May 23, 2010
Lately there has been mention of a so called New Age Guru Grand Master (not of the Knights of Malta!) coming to Malta to “bring” “Pranic Healing” to Malta, in a church at Paceville (what place does this have in a church I do not know).

His website claims that “Pranic Healing is a highly developed and tested system of energy energy medicine that utilizes prana to balance, harmonize and transform the body’s energy processes. Prana is a Sanskrit word that means life-force. This invisible bio-energy or vital energy keeps the body alive and maintains a state of good health. In acupuncture, the Chinese refer to this subtle energy as Chi. It is also called Ruah or the Breath of Life in the Old Testament.”

This claim is incorrect. First of all this claims that the Holy Spirit (Ruach Qodesh in Hebrew) is just an impersonal “life-force” or cosmic energy.
As Christians we know the Holy Spirit is a PERSON, not an “IT”, the third person of the Holy Trinity. We have just celebrated the feast of Pentecost today. Let us get to know the Holy Spirit in our life, Christ can heal everything wrong in us, rather than meddle with dangerous energies which can imbalance our life and have dangerous side-effects. Some people are attracted to healing like pranic because they feel a revulsion from religion and sometimes those of us in the church fail to help them or show them real love. 
I am not saying that these persons are bad persons or anything of the sort.

In his book “Praying for Healing”, Fr Benedict Heron OSB writes that many Christians go to spiritual healing (like pranic healing) in the New Age Movement, and this frequently leads “to disasters and the loss of their Christian faith”. Some people go there as there is no serious Christian healing ministry in their parish. People need to be told that Jesus still heals today, in answer to prayer. The Church does not simply regard non-Christian religions and things linked with them as being demonic or wrong, but points out the various real dangers which may be involved when one is not centred on Christ. 
Fr. Heron writes about a Catholic man who went to an Eastern Guru in London for healing. After paying him a large sum of money for some object of Eastern piety, which was supposed to help him heal (according to the so-called Guru), this person ended up caught up in some spiritual bondage. Another woman, a Catholic, went to spiritualists to get her back healed and ended up, ten years later (ten years of visits to spiritualists), with mental instability problems (and her back was still bad) and suicidal tendencies.

As Fr. Heron says, we really need to renew the healing ministry of prayer in the Catholic Church, in fidelity to the New Testament and the Catholic Church’s tradition, so more Catholics will seek healing in His Church rather than elsewhere.

On Saturday 29th May 2010 I invite you to attend the Healing Service which will be held at Attard…

What is the church's teaching on pranic healing?

http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=382980&Pg=Forum2&Pgnu=3&recnu=53 
Answer by Fr. John Trigilio on 8/1/2004:

NONSENSE.

Pranic healing claims to send PRANA (universal life force) from the practioner to the patient. 
Spiritual healing comes from God and can be done by God alone or through one of His created beings, like another human being. Doctors heal through their natural skills of medicine. Some Christians have been blessed with the gift of physical healing through spiritual or supernatural means. Many miraculous healings have taken place by the power of God, which we call GRACE and not PRANA. One cannot manipulate God or His power of healing but one can pray and ask if it is God's ordained will, that a physical healing take place. New Age and other silliness differ from Christian healing in that the source is not God or His grace but some FORCE that the practicioner claims to control. No one controls God or His grace. We can ASK but we cannot CONTROL.
Occult, pagan practices ruin faith in God, says exorcist
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/300106/occult-pagan-practices-ruin-faith-in-god-says-exorcist
Philippine Daily Inquirer, November 2, 2012

A celebrity hoards pink quartz jewelry, believing these will bring her the real love of her life.
A businessman who wants more profit puts a giant St. Niño statue side by side with a waving golden cat in prominent part of his store, while the head of one family consults a fortune-teller to determine an “auspicious” date to move to another house.

Filipinos who wonder why their lives remain miserable despite their religiosity should check if they still adhere to pagan things or practices, like fortune-telling and amulets, or consulting practitioners of occult arts.

Fr. Jose Francisco Syquia, director of the Archdiocese of Manila Office of Exorcism, said these occult practices contaminated people’s faith in God. In his newly released book, “Catholic Handbook of Deliverance Prayers,” Syquia warned that the devil was behind these rituals.

The Bible holds a treasure trove of stories of pagan rituals hindering people from receiving God’s grace.

Recall how furious Moses was when he, coming down from Mt. Sinai carrying the two tablets on which God had written His Ten Commandments, saw his people, the Israelites, worshipping a golden calf.
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“Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am the Lord your God and I tolerate no rivals.” That is at the top of God’s commandments, and the Israelites who worshipped the golden calf perished and their descendants were condemned to roam the desert until they were consumed after 40 years.

Filipinos may not be worshipping pagan idols, but many of them still subscribe to practices that involve invoking the power of inanimate objects or even evil spirits.

“How many Filipinos use [amulets]?  You would be surprised. How many go to fortune-tellers? How many continue to practice pagan worship like [spilling chicken blood on the lot] before constructing a house or cutting down an old tree,” Syquia said.

“How many Catholic businesses have beside the statue of the St. Niño a statue of Buddha, a dragon or some other pagan god? And the statue of the child Jesus is not there for devotion but for good luck,” he said.

In spite of advancements in civilization, even in the Philippines, “[t]he sad truth is that even after 400 years of our Catholic faith, paganism, which should have been purified, continues to exist and influence Catholics,” Syquia said.

Pagan practices
In an earlier book, “Exorcism: Encounters with the Paranormal and the Occult,” Syquia traced pagan practices that have survived to this day to pre-Hispanic natives who worshipped idols and nature spirits.

Even after the arrival of the Spaniards, baptized natives still carried with them inanimate objects that were meant to protect them from harm.

Carried over from that period is the habit of treating Catholic sacramentals like religious medals and scapulars as charms, like rabbit’s foot, believed to bring luck.

Syquia recalled an observation made in the Second Plenary Council of the Philippines that “we are a country that is sacramentalized but not evangelized.”

Syquia said the Old Testament clearly indicated that “Yahweh distanced himself from these baals or false gods and was very strict with the Israelites because they were so easily allured and contaminated by them.”

He added that it was specifically due to the Israelites’ attachment to pagan rituals that they suffered slavery under foreign powers.

Blocking God’s grace
Today, the same adherence to non-Catholic rituals and practices is keeping many from receiving the grace of God.

“Most Catholics are unaware of the effects of these pagan beliefs and practices. The sad thing is that when our personal lives as well as our society as a whole fall into all kinds of difficulties, miseries, tragedies and immoralities, we would even tend to blame God for our lot,” Syquia wrote.

“When paganism and the occult contaminate the faith, the relationship with God is blocked and we can end up saying to ourselves that God is not interested in us, personally and as a nation [not knowing that] His blessings and protection… would not be able to fully enter into our lives,” he explained.

“We are not aware that the infinite love, all the blessings, and the protection of God are blocked because we are loving Him with a very divided and polluted heart,” he said.

Practitioners
There are practitioners of pagan dark arts that are unique to the Philippines, and Syquia listed them as follows:

Albularyo: Faith healer or traditional folk healer.

Mangtatawas: An “occult practitioner” who drips molten candle wax into a basin of water and interprets the resulting form as the cause of an illness.

Manghihilot: A masseuse who use incantations to invoke the assistance of spirits to heal or relax a patient.

Mananambal: An “occultist” who uses sorcery to treat natural and “supernatural” maladies.

Manghuhula: An “occult practitioner” who specializes in fortune-telling through card-reading or palmistry.

Mangkukulam: A witch who casts spells, uses potions and dolls to cause ailments in  victims. The remedy is bribing the witch to call off the curse or finding a more powerful witch to counter the spell. But this causes the victim’s deeper involvement in the occult, as he resorts to more of it to break the spell.

Mambabarang: A sorcerer, in Cebuano, who specializes in the use of fungus beetles and other insects to cast spells on a victim.

Syquia likened resorting to occult practices to telling God that “His power and providence [are] not enough, hence we seek out other sources of power.”

Many are well-intentioned
There are, however, many practitioners of the occult who are not aware that their practice has evil roots, Syquia said.

“[M]any of those who continue to seek assistance and are guided by paganism/occultism as well as the many occult practitioners themselves are well-intentioned people.  They have been blinded by Satan, the great deceiver who will always try to come as an angel of light, so that our faith will remain stunted and God’s blessings blocked,” he said.

“Those trapped by the deceptions of the devil need to be awakened to the fact that they have fallen into the trap of a master deceiver,” Syquia said.

“They must be made aware that once they have opened their eyes, purified their Catholic faith and lived it out in all its purity, then and only then would they receive the fullness of the blessings, graces and protection that a child of God and a brother of Christ deserves.”

Not only is faith hindered by pagan activities, but adherence to pagan beliefs and practices affects other aspects of people’s lives.

Syquia, referring to a discussion of “split-level Christianity” by Fr. Jaime Bulatao, S.J., said: “We all know people who go regularly to Mass on Sundays and even receive Holy Communion, and yet when they go back to work, they continue to cheat, be dishonest, and steal, and this is without any qualms of conscience.”

There are also those who treat their relationship with God like a business transaction, thinking that time spent on worship is an investment that must produce a return.

“This is how our ancestors related with the anito [idols] and has been carried over even to the present with our relationship with God,” Syquia said.

 
New Age
And there are also those who go with the New Age Movement without knowing that it is what Pope John Paul II described as a “return to ancient Gnostic ideas.”

The Gnostics were early Christian sectarians who claimed only they had the real gnosis—knowledge—to return to God. Gnosticism was considered a “heresy in the early Church,” Syquia said.

New Age beliefs include astral projection, astrology, feng shui (geomancy), channeling, automatic writing, amulets, pranic healing, crystal healing, spellcraft, spiritism, tarot fortune-telling, wicca and séances.
Devil’s power
Belief in paganistic and occult practices explains “why the devil has so much power in our society so much so that many Filipinos become victims of extraordinary demonic attacks of obsession, oppression and even possession,” Syquia said.

“This is also the reason we have many so-called haunted places, whether they be trees, rocks, rivers, mountains, forests, roads, schools, offices, condominiums, hospitals or individual houses,” Syquia said.

“Paganism is for us as it has been throughout history—the doorway [through which] the world of spirits (fallen angels) is able to enter more tangibly into our world,” he said.

Purifying the faith and working for a deeper understanding of God’s love would eventually lead a believer to His grace, Syquia said.

“God infinitely desires to bless us not only with divine peace, joy and the abundance of His graces but even [provide] for all our temporal needs, for our God is a generous God,” he said.

“If we but rely and trust in God alone by removing from our lives all [things] that are not of God, we would be surprised [to find] how infinitely loving our Father is,” he added.

See
PRANIC HEALING CONVENTION AT CHRIST COLLEGE, BANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRANIC_HEALING_CONVENTION_AT_CHRIST_COLLEGE_BANGALORE.doc
TESTIMONY-PRANIC HEALING DID NOT HEAL MY MOTHER 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-PRANIC_HEALING_DID_NOT_HEAL_MY_MOTHER.doc
