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MARCH 12, 2017
“No priest can celebrate liturgy with a shawl or a stole on civilian clothes”: Conference of Catholic Bishops of India
 My words, inclusions and comments are in green colour. I use blue and red to highlight certain points.
I refer to the 84-page book “DIRECTIVES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE LITURGY” published by the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI), Bangalore, on September 19, 2016.
Its contents are approved by the 28th Plenary Assembly of the CCBI held in Bangalore on March 6, 2016 as well as the 74th Executive Committee of the CCBI held in New Delhi on April 26, 2016.
Directly related, see THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION AND THE INDIAN RITE MASS ARE ABROGATED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc
This present file concerns the wearing of a shawl over civilian clothes to celebrate Holy Mass by two Jesuit priests, Fr. Neelam Lopes and Fr. Bryan Lobo. As per the directives of the CCBI, priests are strictly forbidden to cover themselves, even if they are liturgically vested, with a shawl while offering Mass.
In October last, while researching the subject of the now abolished Indian rite “squatting Mass” (see above file and link), I came across two pictures of a long-time friend Fr. Bryan Lobo (Mangalore/Bombay) and a fellow Jesuit saying Mass wearing saffron shawls over civilian dress.

Fr. Bryan Lobo SJ is no ordinary priest. He is the Director of the Department of Theology of Religions, part of the faculty of Missiology at the Gregorian University Rome. 
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Source: “Jesuits Fr. Neelam Lopes (left) and Fr. Bryan Lobo (right) celebrating the Eucharist.”

[image: image2.jpg]



Source: “Fr. Neelam (the first one, wearing a yellow scarf) and Fr. Bryan (sitting close to him wearing an orange scarf) during the Mass.” I suppose they mean “shawl” instead of “scarf”.
When I sought a clarification from Fr. Bryan Lobo about what exactly the faithful were doing in the queue in front of the altar (the issue was never resolved and more than a score of priests who examined the image were unable to figure it out), he turned hostile because of the way that I had worded my enquiry.

See MAY PRIESTS WEAR A SHAWL WHILE CELEBRATING HOLY MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAY_PRIESTS_WEAR_A_SHAWL_WHILE_CELEBRATING_HOLY_MASS.doc.
(I have posted several photographs of shawl-wearing civilian-clothed Mass celebrants in the above file. There are also photographs of priests and a bishop draping shawls over their common habits i.e. everyday cassocks; none of them are vested with the mandatory alb, stole and chasuble. The shawls are always saffron-coloured, the sacred colour of Hinduism.)
Fr. Bryan wrote to me, “In principle I do not owe you any explanation and I shall not give you any in future,”
This is what a priest-friend of Fr. Bryan Lobo wrote to me (his exact words, without editing):
You must know that he has no faith in the Eucharist. He said that he obtained (his) doctorate in theology by disproving the presence of the Lord Jesus in the Eucharist!
If that is indeed true, it is but natural for such priests to do what they do at their unholy Masses. 
If priests really believed in the Real Presence of Jesus they would not dishonor Christ and disobey His Church by flagrantly violating the liturgical rubrics that She has prescribed for all.

The great danger to the Indian and to the Universal Church is that he is a potential bishop and even Cardinal, because of his academic brilliance. 
We already have the precedent of such cases, one being the Pilar priest who served in Rome and is now the Auxiliary Bishop of Ranchi and the Secretary General of the CBCI, Most Rev. Theodore Mascarenhas SFX. 

In 2009, he had, as the Official in Charge for Asia at the Pontifical Council of Culture assisted this ministry in getting the 2008 St Paul heretical/New Age New Community Bible withdrawn. See his three letters to me on page 16 of my June 2009 report NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 12-LETTERS TO ROME 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_12-LETTERS_TO_ROME.doc.
However, even prior to that and at present, he is one of those clerics who are Hinduising the Indian Church in the guise of interreligious dialogue and inculturation.

God forbid that Fr. Bryan Lobo SJ is elevated as a Bishop and sent to India.
The latest CCBI directives were released in September 2016 and the above photographs probably predate them but it still remains that Fr. Bryan Lobo and Fr. Neelam Lopes were contravening the rubrics of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal in the matter of properly vesting for Holy Mass as required by the Church.
See PRIESTS VESTMENTS AND THEIR MEANINGS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIESTS_VESTMENTS_AND_THEIR_MEANINGS.doc
1. I cite the contents of Chapter V, “LITURGICAL VESTMENTS”, pages 33 and 34:

An important aspect of the ars celebrandi (art of celebrating -Michael) is the use of appropriate liturgical vesture, particularly in the celebration of the Eucharist.

GIRM 335 explains the purpose of proper liturgical vesture: “In the Church, which is the Body of Christ, not all members have the same function. This diversity of offices is shown outwardly in the celebration of the Eucharist by the diversity of sacred vestments, which must therefore be a sign of the function proper to each minister.

Moreover the same sacred vestments should also contribute to the decoration of the sacred action itself.

The vestments worn by Priests and Deacons, as well as the attire worn by lay ministers, are blessed before being put into liturgical use according to the rite described in the Roman Ritual.”
GIRM 345 continues along the same lines: “The purpose of a variety of colour of the sacred vestments is to give effective expression even outwardly to the sacred character of the mysteries of faith being celebrated and to a sense of Christian life’s passage through the course of the liturgical year.”

The 2004 Instruction, Redemptionis Sacramentum, while referring to the GIRM has a clearly worded statement. “The vestment proper to the Priest celebrant at Mass, and in other sacred actions directly connected with the Mass unless otherwise indicated, is the chasuble, worn over the alb and stole. Likewise the Priest, in putting on the chasuble according to the rubrics, is not to omit the stole. All Ordinaries should be vigilant in order that all usage to the contrary is eradicated.” (Redemptionis Sacramentum #123)
“The abuse is reprobated whereby the sacred ministers celebrate Holy Mass or other rites without sacred vestments or with only a stole over the monastic cowl or the common habit of religious over ordinary clothes, contrary to the prescriptions of the liturgical books, even when there is only one minister participating.

In order that such abuses be corrected as quickly as possible, Ordinaries should take care that in all churches and oratories subject to their jurisdiction there is present an adequate supply of liturgical vestments made in accordance with the norms.” 

(Redemptionis Sacramentum #126)
2. “APPENDIX” DOs and DONTs in the Liturgy, points nos. 4 and 5, pages 56 and 57:

4. In the Sacristy, should be prepared the vestments:

a) for the priests: the alb, stole, and the chasuble;
b) for the deacon: the alb, stole, and the dalmatic; the latter may be omitted (GIRM 119).

Do not miss out on anything.

5. Vest well, making certain alb and chasuble are clean and well designed.

A Presider vested in beautiful yet simple garments, with noble simplicity, only enhances the sense of the sacred.

Do not be untidy or shabbily vested.

3. “APPENDIX” DOs and DONTs in the Liturgy, point no. 15, page 61:

VESTURE

In the vesting room Concelebrants put on the sacred vestments they customarily wear when celebrating Mass individually. However, should a just cause arise (e.g. a more considerable number of concelebrants or a lack of vestments), they may omit the chasuble (GIRM 209; Redemptionis Sacramentum #124)
A priest should not join a Concelebration or be admitted as a concelebrant once Mass has already begun (GIRM 206).

Do not use only the stole over the monastic cowl or the common habit of religious or ordinary clothes, the abuse is reprobated (Redemptionis Sacramentum #126); Liturgicae Instaurationes, n. 8c: AAS 62 (1970), p.701. END
On the Fr. Bryan Lobo/Fr. Neelam Lopes shawl matter, I had written to Fr. Stephen Alathara, Deputy Secretary General of the CCBI and received this reply:
From: CCBI Secretariat ccbis…@gmail.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Date: Tue, 11 Oct 2016 18:07:28 +0530 

Subject: (1) USE OF A SHAWL BY PRIESTS AT MASS (2) PLACING OF OFFERINGS/GIFTS
Your email has been directed to me as secretary of the Liturgy Commission, by Fr. Stephen Alathara. 

Well, there was never a time in the Church when priests were permitted to celebrate Mass or the Sacraments without liturgical dress. In other words, no priest can celebrate liturgy with a shawl or a stole on civilian clothes. 
The CCBI has just published "Directives for the Celebration of the Liturgy". It was released on the 20 September, 2016 at St. John's, Bangalore. 

The vestments for Mass are an alb, cincture, stole and chasuble. The shawl takes the place of the chasuble. Concelebrants too put on the sacred vestments they customarily wear when celebrating Mass individually. However should a just cause arise (e.g. a more considerable number of concelebrants or a lack of vestments), they may omit the chasuble but never the Stole (RS 123, 126); (GIRM 209; GIRM 335; GIRM 345; Redemptionis Sacramentum 124). 

Do not use only the stole over the monastic cowl or the common habit of religious or ordinary clothes, the abuse is reprobated (RS 126); Liturgicae Instaurationes, n. 8c: AAS 62 (1970), p.701

Offerings of the People: Besides Bread and wine, other gifts including the money are to be kept in a suitable place at the side and not on the Altar or at the foot of the Altar. The Chalice is never to be carried in the offertory procession.  

You could order from the CCBI, the Directives.

Thank you for your interest in matters liturgical and may God Bless you!

Fr. Ayres Fernandes, Secretary of the Liturgy Commission of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India, Bangalore 
“The vestment proper to the Priest celebrant at Mass, and in other sacred actions directly connected with the Mass unless otherwise indicated, is the chasuble, worn over the alb and stole.” -CCBI
If certain abuses are “reprobated”, the abuser-priest is a reprobate. That definition could be applied to all of the priests and the bishop in the photograph record (MAY PRIESTS WEAR A SHAWL WHILE CELEBRATING HOLY MASS) including Fr. Bryan Lobo SJ.
In general, one can safely conclude that if a priest repeatedly flouts the prescribed vestment dress code, he will not hesitate to violate other norms and rubrics of the liturgy.

“Do not be untidy or shabbily vested.” -CCBI

Our present parish priest (Our Lady of Guidance) is the untidiest priest I have seen in my entire life. Our grandchildren cannot get his full Tamilian name and so they refer to him as “Untidy Father”. He is unkempt. The top buttons of his cassock are never put to use. And he veers off during the celebration of Holy Mass, inviting applause from the congregation, singing praises to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and much more.
But naturally, the guest priests who come to celebrate Mass are no different from him. They are rewarded for their unique styles of entertainment with a ‘thank you’, a shawl and hearty applause.
So much for the reverence due from us at the memorial of the horrific death of the Son of God for our sakes.

It appears that the more than two decade-old (many years were spent in laborious one-finger typewriting and photocopying and distribution by hand and mailing by parcel post of almost 500,000 pages of A4 paper) crusade of this ministry (there wasn’t anyone else, was there?) against the Hinduization of the Indian Catholic Church in the guise of inculturation as well as the rampant abuse of liturgy is bearing fruit through the intercession and pro-activeness of many good Catholics. 
And, let’s not forget, God bless the Indian Liturgical Association and the CCBI.
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc
WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF NAMASTE AND ANJALI HASTA?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_IS_THE_SIGNIFICANCE_OF_NAMASTE_AND_ANJALI_HASTA.doc 

WHAT DOES THE KUTHU VILAKKU OIL LAMP SIGNIFY?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_DOES_THE_KUTHU_VILAKKU_OIL_LAMP_SIGNIFY.doc
MUMBAI: CARDINAL IVAN DIAS LIGHTS A LAMP FOR THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA JULY 2011
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_LIGHTS_A_LAMP_FOR_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
MUMBAI: THE ST PIUS X SEMINARY CELEBRATES HINDU DEITY GANESHA 9 FEBRUARY 2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PIUS_X_SEMINARY_CELEBRATES_HINDU_DEITY_GANESH.doc
TAMIL NADU CLERGY VENERATE THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA 22 FEBRUARY 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TAMIL_NADU_CLERGY_VENERATE_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
GOA: PILAR PRIEST FR PETER CARDOZO VENERATES THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA FEBRUARY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PILAR_PRIEST_FR_PETER_CARDOZO_VENERATES_THE_HINDU_DEITY GANESHA.doc
INDIAN CLERGY OBSESSED WITH THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA FEBRUARY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_CLERGY_OBSESSED_WITH_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
CATHOLIC WORSHIP OF ELEPHANT GOD GANESH IN MANGALORE 7/14/30 SEPTEMBER 2016 (OCD)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_WORSHIP_OF_ELEPHANT_GOD_GANESH_IN_MANGALORE.doc
MUMBAI: FR JOE PEREIRA YOGA GURU CELEBRATES NAVRATRI AND GANESHOTSAV 8 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_YOGA_GURU_CELEBRATES_NAVRATRI_AND_GANESHOTSAV.doc
VASAI PRIEST FR THOMAS DSOUZA WORSHIPS GANESHA 15 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VASAI_PRIEST_FR_THOMAS_DSOUZA_WORSHIPS_GANESHA.doc
VATHAPI GANAPATHIM-OBEISANCE TO GANESHA BY THE CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF INDIA 7 JANUARY 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VATHAPI_GANAPATHIM-OBEISANCE_TO_GANESHA_BY_THE_CONFERENCE_OF_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_OF_INDIA.doc
