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Let me make a confession at the beginning: I liked Chandra Swami. Now this must seem very odd to those of you who may have read my story on him in The Illustrated Weekly in the eighties. But that was exactly why I chased him down and wrote on him, bunging in a funny interview with him where he spent most of his time abusing me (without knowing I was I) and telling me how much he hated me as a person and a journalist for chasing him around the world and trying to pin him down for an interview.
The truth is: I never did chase him around the world but yes, I found out a lot about his secret deals and the vast amounts of money he had parked overseas and gleefully published the details with my interview and the story on him. And since I believed that journalists are meant to be read, not seen I was fortunate that he did not recognize me even as he was running me down throughout the interview. Curiously, at the end, he even I suggested that I should try and meet Nandy and dissuade him from writing about him. He insinuated, as indeed all such men do, that price was not a consideration. Yes, I had my bit of fun. I suddenly stopped in the midst of the interview and asked him why he was so upset with Pritish Nandy and what if I was Nandy (since we were never introduced before he gave me the interview; I had asked my friend and fellow journalist Rajat Sharma to come along and pretended to be his dumb assistant) and I still remember Chandra Swami’s confident answer. Don’t be stupid, he said to me, I have my third eye (and he pointed between his thick bushy eyebrows), I can tell you everything you want to know about yourself from this life and your past lives, as well as from your future lives… You are not Nandy. I know that because I can see through you… and he gave me that piercing gaze which had impressed countless people: from the notorious arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi, who for a while was his best friend and they had jointly funded the secret Iran Contra deal, to the mysterious Egyptian millionaire Mohammed Al- Fayed, who ran into huge controversy when he bought over Harrods, another one of his unpopular buddies and the father of Princess Diana’s boyfriend who died along with her in the car crash in Paris.

The gaze was followed by a snide remark made with absolute and compelling honesty; I remember his exact words to me. You may look like an ass, young man, but one day you will perhaps make good, don’t worry. With such wonderful words of consolation he put his arm around my shoulder condescendingly and posed for the camera. Well, I guess he was right. I did make good with that interview. Chandra Swami spent most of his life conning people. He was clever in an earthy kind of way and he knew his own limitations. So he had Mamaji as his manager, who was actually even cleverer than him. It was the classic model: A godman who spoke little and often went into long spells of silence in dimly lit rooms with incense wafting in the air, and his manager who then took over and explained everything to those who were sitting around.

Chandra Swami would pretend to go into a trance during that time and then wake up to demonstrate to those sitting around him– usually a bunch of famous and gullible people dying for some spiritual mumbo jumbo– a few clever tricks that any small time magician can replicate. I remember on occasion when I deconstructed these tricks to some of his more illustrious victims at a lunch thrown by Tiny Rowland in an yacht somewhere in the midst of the Mediterranean: there many of them including Arap Moi and Kenneth Kaunda and a whole bunch of other African leaders who had succumbed to his so called mystical powers and paid a very heavy price for it. Moi lost some 21 million dollars’ worth of raw diamonds (or so he said to me with sadness in his voice) while Kenneth Kaunda hired an Indian guru (one Dr. S. Ranganathan from Chennai who I met during the course of my story) to ward off Chandra Swami’s threats to him.
Yes, Chandra Swami got that interview wrong simply because he was too confident of his own powers. He forgot the one most important tenet of self-preservation: To know who you are talking to when you give an interview. But then, it was the pre-Google era. It was not that easy to figure out who was sitting opposite you. In any case, he was busy looking at Rajat Sharma because he was the journalist. I was merely his idiot assistant. But yes, he could have asked me my name. He was too sure of himself to do even that. And it would have questioned his own spiritual powers. His third eye, alas, failed him on that occasion and when the issue of the magazine appeared with him on the cover, he must have kicked himself. It cost him his credibility. For a while. But such men never give up. He went underground for a longish spell as the FERA guys kept following up on the leads. Then he sought court permission and went overseas on grounds of medical treatment. But not for a moment did he stop doing what he was best at: playing the power game. 
His moment of glory was when Narasimha Rao (who he often described as his brightest chela) became prime minister and he could use his proximity with him to get almost anything he wanted. But this time he was quieter, less flamboyant and stopped seeking too much attention. I met him once, years later. He smiled at me and said one thing I still remember: You are a fool, you do not know how much good you did me. Your story made me more famous than all the others who were in the business. But you shouldn’t have given away my magic tricks. That’s not fair. Never have I given away anyone’s magic tricks after that. If you don’t believe me, ask Pamela Bordes. Yes, she of the Profumo fame. She knew him well too.
RELATED FILES
THE THIRD EYE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_THIRD_EYE.doc
BINDI OR TILAK MARK ON THE FOREHEAD-INDIAN OR HINDU? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BINDI_OR_TILAK_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc
DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE ERRORS-04 -HINDU BINDI OR TILAK MARK USED
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DIVINE_RETREAT_CENTRE_ERRORS-04.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 01-PRIEST WEARS DOMINIC D’ABREO
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_01-PRIEST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 02-PRIEST WEARS ROY MATHEW THOTTAM
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_02-PRIEST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 03-PRIEST WEARS CLEOPHAS DOMINIC FERNANDES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_03-PRIEST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 04-PRIEST WEARS ANTONY KALLIATH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_04-PRIEST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 05-PRIEST WEARS THOMAS D’SA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_05-PRIEST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 06-PRIEST WEARS VALERIAN MENDONCA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_06-PRIEST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 07-NUN WEARS HERMAN JOSEPH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_07-NUN_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 08-BISHOP WEARS BISHOP AGNELO GRACIAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_08-BISHOP_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 09-BISHOP WEARS BISHOP HENRY D’SOUZA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_09-BISHOP_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 10-BISHOP WEARS BISHOP ALOYSIUS PAUL D’SOUZA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_10-BISHOP_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 11-CARDINAL WEARS CARDINAL IVAN DIAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_11-CARDINAL_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 12-THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO WEARS ARCHBISHOP QUINTANA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_12-THE_APOSTOLIC_NUNCIO_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 13-THE POPE WEARS JOHN PAUL II 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_13-THE_POPE_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 14-WOMAN THEOLOGIAN WEARS ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_14-WOMAN_THEOLOGIAN_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 15-WOMEN THEOLOGIANS WEAR 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_15-WOMEN_THEOLOGIANS_WEAR.doc 

HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 16-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_16-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WEARS.doc 

HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 17-PREFECT OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_17-PREFECT_OF_THE_CONGREGATION_FOR_THE_DOCTRINE_OF_THE_FAITH_WEARS.doc 
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 18-BHARATANATYAM-DANCING PRIESTS WEAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_18-BHARATANATYAM-DANCING_PRIESTS_WEAR.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 19-THE VIRGIN MARY WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_19-THE_VIRGIN_MARY_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 20-THE ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER WEARS http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_20-THE_ARCHBISHOP_OF_WESTMINSTER_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 21-JESUS CHRIST WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_21-JESUS_CHRIST_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 22-THE NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_22-THE_NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 23-BISHOP THOMAS DABRE WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_23-BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRE_WEARS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 24-FR JOE PEREIRA WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_24-FR_JOE_PEREIRA_WEARS.doc
