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Hardly had Benedict XVI been elected Pope when some Catholics resurrected the ancient "prophecies of St. Malachy". Again, when he resigned the Papal Office and Francis was elected, interest in the prophecies that were being bandied around on the Internet a few years ago resurfaced.
In view of the many questions that this ministry has received, I am compiling -- as far as possible in chronological order -- the related information that I was sent or have sourced from the Internet.

My comments are, as always, in green.
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THE PROPHECIES OF ST. MALACHY

http://www.marianland.com/proph005.html 
By Peter Bander

The short; cryptic prophecies of St. Malachy; the Primate of Ireland; made circa 1140 while on a visit at Rome; about each Pope from his time till the End of Time--all based on visions he had at the time. From what we know of recent Popes; these prophecies are accurate; based on interior evidence alone. What is so very sobering is the fact there are only 2 Popes left after Pope John Paul II!!
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http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/vatican/esp_vatican14g.htm 

Research by Mike Hebert, translation and comments by Zoltan, historical remarks compiled from the book “Les Prophéties de Saint Malachie” by Daniel Réju, 1979 Paris, France, from GoroAdachi Website
This is fruit of a tremendous collective effort between Mike Hebert and myself.
Note that I have included the two popes that Mike insists on including in the list: 
Innocent III the antipope who reigned from 1179-1180, and Benedict XIV the counter-antipope (or as history came to know him: the ‘hidden pope’) of 1425-?
A few remarks about this if I may.
a. neither of the above popes seem to be included in Malachy’s prophecy. Not arguing, just stating that they seem to be missing.

b. no researcher or author on the subject that I have read have included either of these two popes in their interpretation

c. for the omission of Innocent III of 1179, the only explanation I have is that I don’t have an explanation. Maybe someone else can give it a try.

d. in the case of Benedict XIV, the counter-antipope of 1425, I have previously expressed my opinion, that I don’t think anyone should seriously consider him to be legit, seeing that:

i. he was elected pope by a single person, and not by a conclave of cardinals as tradition would have it,

ii. the person who elected him did it out of spite and rebellion because he was not invited to the conclave of cardinals where the real antipope was being elected,

iii. after his election as pope, the would be Benedict XIV retreated into hiding, and no one knew of his whereabouts, except the one who elected him,

iv. when the wannabe died a few years later, someone else elected the guy who elected him as pope, again with the same name: Benedict XIV

v. this second Benedict XIV spent the rest of his life and his entire so called ‘papal rule’ in prison.

I have posted the references supporting the above facts from Britannica and I can post them again on request.
So: where was papacy here?
We have two elections, by single individuals, no conclave. I fail to see how the Benedict XIV’s of 1425 (either of them) had right to the title. If anyone wants to argue this point, I will personally elect him pope immediately.
My opinion is that the status of Benedict XIV of 1425, (although mentioned in encyclopaedias for historical reference), is, forgive the pun, ‘hocus popus’. 
Now for the rest:
· The list below is an excerpt from one of the books on the subject.
· The books I have read, agree on a list of 112 mottoes, referencing 112 popes, 110 since Malachy, and 2 to come.
· Note that the list of popes is given most often in chronological order, except where sometimes the antipopes are bunched together by location instead of being interlaced with the official list.
According to the authors who researched the subject, it would seem that this is the order that would satisfy the mottoes with the greatest accuracy (with maybe some minor exceptions).
I have quoted a few interpretations of the most obvious mottoes with historical references, which should shed light on their meaning, and which should be able to give the prophecy some credibility. The quoted interpretations are gross approximations of the historical references given by the authors. There are other interpretations which I have left out, either because they are too obscure, or too lengthy to include here.
Although some interpretations are strikingly accurate, I can not, and will not argue the validity of the prophecy; I am posting it as information for those who have e-mailed me expressing their interest in the subject.
For clarity, I used Mike Heberts’s English list of the popes. The dates are from Encyc. Brit. I realize that a few dates differ from Mike’s, but I will let the publishing houses argue about that.
A star precedes the names of the antipopes; mottoes are in Latin.
Here we go:
	
      POPES (*ANTIPOPES)                   PROPHETIA S. MALACHIAE
                                            DE SUMMIS PONTIFICIBUS

                                         
   . ----rank in papal succession
 :                 from Peter.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
  
165 Celestine II (1143-1144)            1   Ex castro Tyberis.
                                            (from a castle on the Tiber)
                                            Hist.: Celestin II was born in 
 
                                            Citta di Castello, Toscany, 
                                            on the shores of the Tiber  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
166 Lucius II (1144-1145)               2   Inimicus expulsus.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
167 Eugene III (1145-1153)              3   Ex magnitudine montis.
                                            (Of the greatness of the mount)
                                            Hist.: Born in the castle of 
                                            Grammont (Latin: mons magnus), 
                                            his family name was Montemagno
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
168 Anastasius IV (1153-1154)           4   Abbas Suburranus.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
169 Adrian IV (1154-1159)               5   De rure albo.
                                            (field of Albe)
                                            Hist.: Born in the town of 
                                            Saint-Alban
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
*   Victor IV (1159-1164)               6   Ex tetro carcere.
*   Paschal III (1164-1168)             7   Via trans-Tyberina.
*   Calistus III (1168-1178)            8   De Pannonia Tusciae.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

??? Innocent III (1179-1180)           --   as I mentioned, this antipope 
                                            does not seem to be accounted 
                                            for in Malachy's list.  
                                            Neither D. Reju nor
                                            de Fontbrune include this
                                            antipope in their
                                            interpretations.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
170 Alexander III (1159-1181)           9   Ex ansere custode.
171 Lucius III (1181-1185)             10   Lux in ostio.
172 Urban III (1185-1187)              11   Sus in cribo.
173 Gregory VIII (1187)                12   Ensis Laurentii.
174 Clement III (1187-1191)            13   De schola exiet.
175 Celestine III (1191-1198)          14   De rure bovensi.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
176 Innocent III (1198-1216)           15   Comes signatus.
                                            (signed Count)
                                            Hist.: descendant of the noble
                                            Signy, later called Segni 
                                            family
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
177 Honorius III (1216-1227)           16   Canonicus de latere.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
178 Gregory IX (1227-1241)             17   Avis Ostiensis.
                                            (Bird of Ostia)
                                            Hist.: before his election he 
                                            was Cardinal of Ostia
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
179 Celestine IV (1241)                18   Leo Sabinus.
180 Innocent IV (1243-1254)            19   Comes Laurentius.
181 Alexander IV (1254-1261)           20   Signum Ostiense.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
182 Urban IV (1261-1264)               21   Hierusalem Campaniae.
                                            (Jerusalem of Champagne)
                                            Hist.: native of Troyes, 
                                            Champagne, later patriarch of
                                            Jerusalem
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
183 Clement IV (1265-1268)             22   Draca depressus.
184 Gregory X (1271-1276)              23   Anguinus vir.
185 Innocent V (1276)                  24   Concionatur Gallus.
186 Adrian V (1276)                    25   Bonus Comes.
187 John XXI (1276-1277)               26   Piscator Tuscus.
188 Nicholas III (1277-1280)           27   Rosa composita.
189 Martin IV (1281-1285)              28   Ex teloneo liliacei Martini. 
190 Honorius IV (1285-1287)            29   Ex rosa leonina.
191 Nicholas IV (1288-1292)            30   Picus inter escas.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
192 Nicholas IV (1288-1292)            31   Ex eremo celsus.
                                            (elevated from a hermit)
                                            Hist.: prior to his election he 
                                            was a hermit in the monastery 
                                            of Pouilles
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
193 Boniface VIII (1294-1303)          32   Ex undarum benedictione.
194 Benedict XI (1303-1304)            33   Concionator patereus. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
195 Clement V (1305-1314)              34   De fessis Aquitanicis.
                                            (ribbon of Aquitaine)
                                            Hist.: was archbishop of 
                                            Bordeaux in Aquitaine 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
196 John XXII (1316-1334)              35   De sutore osseo.
                                            (of the cobbler of Osseo)
                                            Hist.: Family name Ossa, son of 
                                            a shoe-maker
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
*   Nicholas V (1328-1330)             36   Corvus schismaticus.
                                            (the schismatic crow)
                                            Note the reference to the 
                                            schism, the only antipope at
                                            this period
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
197 Benedict XII (1334-1342)           37   Frigidus Abbas.
                                            (cold friar)
                                            Hist.:  he was a priest in the
                                            monastery of Frontfroid 
                                            (coldfront)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
198 Clement VI (1342-1352)             38   De rosa Attrebatensi.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
199 Innocent VI (1352-1362)            39   De montibus Pammachii.
                                            (of the mount of Pammachius)
                                            Hist: born in Mont, Limousin, 
                                            not much else here
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
200 Urban V (1362-1370)                40   Gallus Vice-comes.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
201 Gregory XI (1370-1378)             41   Novus de Virgine forti.
                                            (novel of the virgin fort)
                                            Hist.: count of Beaufort, later
                                            Cardinal of Ste-Marie La Neuve
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
*   Clement VII (1378-1394)            42   De cruce Apostilica.
*   Benedict XIII (1394-1423)          43   Luna Cosmedina.
*   Clement VIII (1423-1429)           44   Schisma Barcinonicum.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

??? Benedict XIV (1425-?)              --   Again, left out of the list;
                                            see my remarks at the top
                                            
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
202 Urban VI (1378-1389)               45   De Inferno praegnanti.
203 Boniface IX (1389-1404)            46   Cubus de mixtione.
204 Innocent VII (1404-1406)           47   De meliore sydere.
205 Gregory XII (1406-1415)            48   Nauta de ponte nigro.
*   Alexander V (1409-1410)            49   Flagellum Solis.
*   John XIII (1410-1415)              50   Cervus Sirenae.
206 Martin V (1417-1431)               51   Corona veli aurei.
207 Eugene IV (1431-1447)              52   Lupa caelestina.
*   Felix V (1439-1449)                53   Amator crucis.
208 Nicholas V (1447-1455)             54   De modicitate lunae.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
209 Callistus III (1455-1458)          55   Bos pascens.
                                            (grazing ox)
                                            Hist.: Alphonse Borgia's arms 
                                            sported a golden grazing ox
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
210 Pius II (1458-1464)                56   De capra et Albergo.
211 Paul II (1464-1471)                57   De cervo et Leone.
212 Sixtus IV (1471-1484)              58   Piscator Minorita.
213 Innocent VIII (1484-1492)          59   Praecursor Siciliae.
214 Alexander VI (1492-1503)           60   Bos Albanus in portu. 
215 Pius III (1503)                    61   De parvo homine.
216 Julius II (1503-1513)              62   Fructus jovis juvabit.
217 Leo X (1513-1521)                  63   De craticula Politiana.
218 Adrian VI (1522-1523)              64   Leo Florentius.
216 Clement VII (1523-1534)            65   Flos pilaei aegri.
220 Paul III (1534-1549)               66   Hiacynthus medicorum.
221 Julius III (1550-1555)             67   De corona Montana.
222 Marcellus II (1555)                68   Frumentum floccidum.
223 Paul IV (1555-1559)                69   De fide Petri.
224 Pius IV (1559-1565)                70   Aesculapii pharmacum. 
225 St. Pius V (1566-1572)             71   Angelus nemorosus.
226 Gregory XIII (1572-1585)           72   Medium corpus pilarum.
227 Sixtus V (1585-1590)               73   Axis in medietate signi.
228 Urban VII (1590)                   74   De rore caeli.
229 Gregory XIV (1590-1591)            75   De antiquitate Urbis.
230 Innocent IX (1591)                 76   Pia civitas in bello.
231 Clement VIII (1592-1605)           77   Crux Romulea.
232 Leo XI (1605)                      78   Undosus Vir.
233 Paul V (1605-1621)                 79   Gens perversa. 
234 Gregory XV (1621-1623)             80   In tribulatione pacis.
235 Urban VIII (1623-1644)             81   Lilium et rosa.
236 Innocent X (1644-1655)             82   Jucunditas crucis.
237 Alexander VII (1655-1667)          83   Montium custos.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
238 Clement IX (1667-1669)             84   Sydus Olorum.
                                            (constellation of swans)
                                            Hist.: upon his election, he 
                                            was apparently the occupant of
                                            the Chamber of Swans in the 
                                            Vatican.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
239 Clement X (1670-1676)              85   De flumine magno.
240 Innocent XI (1676-1689)            86   Bellua insatiabilis
241 Alexander VIII (1689-1691)         87   Poenitentia gloriosa.
242 Innocent XII (1691-1700)           88   Rastrum in porta.
243 Clement XI (1700-1721)             89   Flores circumdati.
244 Innocent XIII (1721-1724)          90   De bona Religione.
245 Benedict XIII (1724-1730)          91   Miles in bello.
246 Clement XII (1730-1740)            92   Columna excelsa.
247 Benedict XIV (1740-1758)           93   Animal rurale.
248 Clement XIII (1758-1769)           94   Rosa Umbriae.
249 Clement XIV (1769-1774)            95   Ursus velox. 
250 Pius VI (1775-1799)                96   Peregrinus Apostolicus
251 Pius VII (1800-1823)               97   Aquila rapax.
252 Leo XII (1823-1829)                98   Canis et coluber.
253 Pius VIII (1829-1830)              99   Vir religiosus.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
254 Gregory XVI (1831-1846)           100   De balneis hetruriae.
                                            (bath of Etruria)
                                            Hist.: prior to his election he
                                            was member of an order founded 
                                            by Saint Romuald, at Balneo, in 
                                            Etruria, present day Toscany.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
255 Pius IX (1846-1878)               101   Crux de cruce.
256 Leo XIII (1878-1903)              102   Lumen in caelo.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
257 St. Pius X (1903-1914)            103   Ignis ardent.
                                            (ardent fire)
                                            Hist.: his death coincided with
                                            the beginning of the fires of 
                                            WWI 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
258 Benedict XV (1914-1922)           104   Religio depopulata.
259 Pius XI (1922-1939)               105   Fides intrepida.
260 Pius XII (1939-1958)              106   Pastor angelicus.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
261 John XXIII (1958-1963)            107   Pastor et Nauta.
                                            (pastor and marine)
                                            Hist.:  prior to his election
                                            he was patriarch of Venise, a 
                                            marine city, home of the 
                                            gondolas
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
262 Paul VI (1963-1978)               108   Flos florum. 
                                            (flower of flowers)
                                            Hist.: his arms displayed three
                                            lilies.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
263 John Paul I (1978)                109   De medietate Lunae.
                                            (of the half of the moon)
                                            Hist.: Albino Luciani, born in 
                                            Canale d'Ogardo, diocese of 
                                            Belluno, (beautiful moon)
                                            Elected pope on august 26, on
                                            the first day of the last 
                                            quarter of the moon which
                                            appeared as a perfect half-disk
                                            in the sky...  
                                            The lunar eclipse of the 17th 
                                            of September was to be the
                                            apogee of his reign.  His reign 
                                            lasted about a month, from half
                                            a moon to the next half... 
                                            He died (according to some,
                                            assassinated) on September 28
                                            on a night of the last quarter,
                                            with again only half of the 
                                            silver disk visible in the 
                                            night sky...
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
264 John Paul II (1978-)              110   De labore Solis.
                                            (of the eclipse of the sun)
                                            Hist.:Karol Wojtyla was born on 
                                            May 18, 1920 during a solar 
                                            eclipse
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
265 ???                               111   Gloria olivae.

266 ???                               112   In psecutione extre-
                                            ma S.R.E. sedebit
                                            Petrus Romanus, qui
                                            pascet oues in mul-
                                            tis tribulationibus :
                                            quibus transactis ci-
                                            uitas septicollis di-
                                            ruetur, & Iudex tre
                                            mêdus iudicabit po
                                            pulum suum.  Finis.
 


 
And thus ends the prophecy. 
The following is an approximate translation of the last motto:
‘In extreme persecution, the seat of the Holy Roman Church will be occupied by Peter the Roman, who will feed (lead) the sheep through many tribulations, at the term of which the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the formidable Judge will judge his people. The End.’
This motto was sent to me in its original form by Claude Latremouille, who has reference to the text published in 1595. The motto was written exactly as shown above.
There is no number 112 in front of the last motto, leaving the reader to wonder if ‘Gloria Olivae’ IS Peter the Roman, or they are two separate entities. Some authors have speculated that the omission of the number 112 may indicate that Peter the Roman will not accede to office through orthodox means.
The city of seven hills refers to Rome. (Vatican?)
Some, including Encyc. Brit., assert that the prophecy was not written by Malachy at all. Others further theorize that Nostradamus conjured up the list, who, not willing to be persecuted for having foretold the end of the Catholic Church, ‘gave the credit’ to Malachy. In support of this theory, it must be said that the prophecy was not known to exist prior to 1595.
This could explain the accuracy of some the mottoes prior to that date.

Last note:

If we added the two popes that I mentioned at the beginning of this post to the list, then the prophecy should be considered fulfilled already, since that would already give us 112 popes to the tune of 112 mottoes.
In such a case, the interpretations of the last mottoes would obviously be difficult to fit.
The way it stands, according to this prophecy, and according to the few fitting interpretations, (correct or not), so far we had 110 legitimate popes with 2 more to come. If anyone can discover other fitting interpretations of the mottoes please feel free to add to the list.
I am inclined to make this my last lengthy post on this subject, for fear of beating it to death.
Zoltan
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http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/vatican/esp_vatican14b.htm EXTRACT
By Shirley Miller, Sr. Editor, April 2, 2005 from LampholderPub Website
ST. MALACHY O’MORGAIR, ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, IRELAND
St. Malachy (1049 - 1148) was an Irish Bishop, prophet, and seer, who prophesied the reign of future popes by a one-sentence verse to describe each popes’ characteristics.

During a visit to Rome, St. Malachy had a vision of the papal lineage. Malachy’s prophecy remained hidden in the Vatican until it was discovered in 1595. Some reports indicate St. Malachy’s visions were merely a fabrication done some 600 years later by a Belgian monk named Arnold de Wion (also de Wyon); but after reading St. Malachy’s list of popes, there is an interesting prophetic scenario that emerges.
There are two versions of St. Malachy’s prophecy:

· one list included 112 popes

· the other 111

In the latter, the 111th pope [Gloria Olivae], is passed over and the list skips right to the last, the 112th pope. So which version is correct? 
In both accounts, the list begins with Pope Celestine II (1146). In Malachy’s list of 112 popes, he gives the characteristics of the last three future popes including and following [what some have interpreted to be] John Paul II, the 110th pope. Malachy doesn’t give any indication as to what happens after the last pope, so many scholars conclude this to mean the end of time.

Interestingly, a very old Italian prophecy reads,

"When the White Pope and the Black Pope (Head of the Jesuits or an Anti-Pope) shall die during the same night, then there will dawn upon the Christian nations the Great White Day."

In the papal election, the cardinals gather together to vote by secret ballot.
The cardinals choose three who collect the ballots, three who count the votes, and three who review the results. Two votes are taken every morning and two every afternoon until a two-thirds plus one majority is obtained. Catholic followers in St. Peter’s Square watch the balloting by way of an ancient custom - the smoke rising from the palace chimney as the ballots are burned.

If the majority vote has not been reached, the smoke burns black. When the majority of ballots have chosen the next pope, the chimney burns "white smoke" to signal the outcome of the election has been resolved. 
From what The Lampholder has pieced together on ancient prophecy and Catholic tradition, there will be "five" popes leading up to and including "the great pope." The great pope would be the first of the last three popes who would follow in succession. The last pope (the anti-pope) will emerge at approximately the same time the anti-christ comes to power on the world scene.

According to some ancient prophetic texts, the papal time-line is very important because the final three popes, including John Paul II, were to usher in the final age of the papal lineage of the Catholic Church.

According to the Paduan commentary, Pius XII (1939-1958) was the pope chosen at the beginning of the anti-christ’s reign. 
This is obviously incorrect because Pope Pius XII doesn’t fit the papal genealogical time-line. According to Catholic tradition, a pope chosen to reign near the beginning of the anti-christ’s rule would never be coronated. This pope would be assassinated before he was crowned [or soon thereafter.] Pope Pius XII reigned for almost 19 years, and so he would have to be excluded in the count.

This could be the reason why one version of Malachy’s prophecy skips the 111th pope and jumps to the 112th - the 111th pope never really gets the chance to reign as pope. Also, Pius XII was the first of the five popes in succession leading up to John Paul II (the 110th pope). Pope John Paul II is the first of the last three popes leading to the reign of the anti-christ. Although short-lived, the next elected pope would follow in the traditions and work of Pope John Paul II.
The succession of popes may present a very interesting picture of the timing of world and end-time events; but where did the countdown begin?

According to ancient prophecy and St. Malachy’s papal time-line, the counting of the five began after Pope Pius XI which would make John Paul II the fifth, and the last great pope, in the line of prophetic popes. 

Papal Lineage to the end-times 
(According to St. Malachy’s prophecy)
· Pius XI 1922-1939 - Fides Intrepida (fearless faith)


· Pius XII 1939-1958 - Pastor Angelicus (the 1st of the Angelic Shepherds). In 1945, Pope Pius XII stated, "The world is on the verge of a frightful abyss ... Men must prepare themselves for suffering such as mankind has never seen."
 

· John XXIII 1958-1963 - Pastor and mariner; shepherd and sailor
 

· Paul VI 1963-1978 - Flos Florum (Flower of flowers)
 

· John Paul I 1978 - De Medietate Lunae (Of the half-moon) (born Albino Luciani, in Canale d’Ogardo, diocese of Belluno, (aka lovely moon) (John Paul I reigned for 34 days from half a moon to the next half... before he died suddenly and mysteriously.) 
 

· 110th Pope - John Paul II 1978-2005 De Labore Solis (he was born during a solar eclipse May 18, 1920 and died near a partial solar eclipse on April 8, 2005; i.e., the pope of the eclipse; the labor, or eclipse, of the Sun; the true pope) - one version of St. Malachy omits De medietate Lunae (from half of the Moon). Pope John Paul II’s funeral is to be held "during" the solar eclipse on April 8th!
 

· 111th Pope? “De Gloria Olivae” From the Glory of the Olive (The Assassinated Pope-elect?) 
 

· 112th Pope? The Last Pope - Petrus Romanus (Peter the Roman; the apostate pope; the anti-pope?)

i. "During the last persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit upon the throne, Peter the Roman, who will feed the sheep amid great tribulations, and when these are passed, the City of the Seven Hills (Rome) will be utterly destroyed, and the awful Judge will then judge the people" - St. Malachy

There are a number of other reasons why Pope John Paul could be associated with the last great pope:

· the color of the great pope’s funeral robe was foretold to be the color red, rather than white
· after John Paul, the Vatican portrait gallery has a space for only two more papal portraits

· and the last great pope would previously have been a cardinal

It will be the last great pope that will reign just prior to the coming tribulation as Werdin d’Otrante (13 Century) wrote,

"The Great Monarch and the Great Pope will precede Anti-Christ." [Wilson, 1883]
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About the Popes from the Twelfth Century to the End of Time
ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, IRELAND, 1094-1148
http://www.catholictradition.org/Papacy/prophecies.htm EXTRACT (Traditionalist)
In the fifth century Ireland was converted from paganism to Christianity, but in the ninth century it was infested by barbarians, who, under the name of Normans, ravaged at the same time the maritime districts of France, England and Scotland. It was in this state of the nation that this Saint was born. St. Malachy's family name was O'Morgair and he was born in Armagh, Ireland, in 1094 and Baptized in Maelmhaedoc [the Latinized name is Malachy]. To learn more perfectly the art of living wholly for God, Malachy put himself under the tutelage and discipline of the holy recluse Imhar O'Hagan, who later became the Abbot of Armagh, and who was noted for his austere life in a cell near the great church of Armagh.

This step in one of his young age astonished the entire city and his friends reproached him. But soon many desired to be his companions and Malachy prevailed upon Imhar to admit the most fervent among these petitioners and they formed a considerable community.

Imhar and St. Celsus [Cellach], Archbishop of Armagh, judged the Saint worthy of holy orders in 1119, when he was twenty-five years of age. He was ordained a priest by St. Celsus, who also made him his vicar to preach the Word of God and to extirpate evil customs. Malachy renewed the use of the Sacraments, especially that of Confession, of Confirmation, and regular Matrimony. He studied under St. Malchus and in 1123 he was elected Abbot of Bangor. The great abbey of Bangor [Benchor] lay at that time in a desolate condition, its revenues possessed by an uncle of the Saint. This uncle resigned it to his nephew and by the care of the Saint it became a flourishing seminary. Later Malachy went to Munster [in Northern Ireland as are Armagh and Bangor] and built a monastery in Ibrac.

Prior to this he was consecrated Bishop of Connor and in 1132 he became Primate of Armagh. However, owing to certain intrigues, he had to wait for two years before he could finally take possession of the See of Armagh; even then he had to purchase the Bachal Isu [the staff of Jesus] from the usurping lay-primate. 

St. Malachy journeyed to Rome in 1139 to obtain confirmation of many things which he had done. Enroute through France he visited Clairvaux, where he was so edified by the piety which he discovered in St. Bernard and his monks that he desired to join them. Pope Innocent II received him with great honor but would not hear of his petition for spending the remainder of his life at Clairvaux. He made him his legate in Ireland.

St. Malachy was received there with great joy and discharged his duties as legate with a wonderful zeal, holding synods, abolishing abuses, and working many miracles.

Unlike some Saints who lived this along ago, the life of St. Malachy is well documented because St. Bernard acted as his biographer. St. Bernard describes St. Malachy as distinguished for his meekness, humility, obedience, modesty and as truly diligent in his studies. He also tells at length of Malachy foretelling the day and the hour of his death. The Breviary in its office for the Feast of St. Malachy, November 3, mentions that he was enriched with the gift of prophecy. 

He died in 1148 in the arms of St. Bernard after being taken by a fever on the 2nd of November. 

SOURCES USED: Butler's Lives of the Saints and the Book cited above.

THE PROPHECIES OF ST. MALACHY 
Based on the Book of the Same Title by Peter Bander
TAN BOOKS and Publishers
The value of this presentation is twofold: The prophecies of St. Malachy  concerning the Papacy are extremely accurate, and there are but two more to be fulfilled after Pope John Paul II has departed this world and before the end of time. Mr. Bander has compiled an invaluable tract in the field of prophecy, supplying sufficient historical data to substantiate the entire series.

Background of the Prophecies

The prophecies of St. Malachy have almost come to an end, just two more popes to go, Gloria olivæ [now gloriously reigning as of the Year of our Lord, 2005] and Petrus Romanus will have joined the other 108 predicted pontiffs. In his prophecies, St. Malachy used metaphorical language to describe the pope by name, which name signified a hallmark of that pope's reign. The prophecies were written in the early 12th century. Since St. Malachy left his prophecies concerning the popes of the Catholic Church behind, some 900 years ago, there have been many interpretations and a number of critics. Two objections to the prophecies have this in common: first, the silence of St. Malachy's dear friend, St. Bernard of Clairvaux on the subject, and secondly the methods employed by some of St. Malachy's interpreters in applying the various prophecies to certain popes.
The fact that St. Bernard of Clairvaux does not refer to the prophecies and catalogue them among Malachy's other writings simply confirms that his character assessment of the Saint which describes Malachy as humble, meek and modest, was on the mark, just as Pope Benedict XVI is. There is a very special olive, that of the Armagh, [cultivated in Australia: Ireland has not the climate for olive growing], how fitting!

	Name (Reign)
	Motto [Translation with Explanation of the Prophecy]


[…] (Click on the link to view the details from Pope Celestine II, 1143-1144, to Pope Pius XII, 1939-1958)
	John XXIII  (1958-1963) 
	Pastor et Nauta 
[Pastor and mariner]

ANGELO GIUSEPPE RONCALLI

 Prior to his election he was Patriarch of Venice,  
a marine city and while Pontiff, called a pastor to the world.

	Paul VI (1963-1978)
	Flos florum 
[Flower of flowers]

GIOVANNI BATTISTA MONTINI

History: His arms displayed three lilies, 
which forms the shape of the flower of flowers, the fleur de lis.

	John Paul I (1978)
	De medietate Lunae 
[Of the half of the moon]

ALBINO LUCIANI

Born in Canale d'Ogardo, diocese of Belluno, [beautiful moon] he was elected Pope on August 26: his reign lasted about a month, from half a moon to the next half. 

	John Paul II (1978-2005)
	De labore Solis 
[Of the eclipse of the sun, or from the labor of the sun]

KAROL WOJTYLA

 Karol Wojtyla was born on May 18, 1920 during a solar eclipse. He also comes from behind the former Iron Curtain; He might also be seen to be associated with intercession of the Woman Clothed with the Sun laboring in Revelation 12 [because of his devotion to the Virgin Mary who labored to have Russia consecrated to her Immaculate Heart.]

	Benedict XVI
(2005-?)
	Gloria olivae 
[The glory of the olive]

JOSEPH RATZINGER

The Order of St. Benedict has claimed by tradition that this Pope will come from within the Order; St. Benedict himself prophesied that before the end of world comes about, his Order will triumphantly lead the Catholic Church in its fight against evil; The Order of St. Benedict is also known as the OLIVETANS .

St. Malachy did not make this precise claim, as he often used allegory in his prophecies, thus the name of Benedict was also a likely association. The Benedictines have long been instrumental in promoting the Holy Mass. 
Thus, because the Order of late has been so liberalized in many quarters, some thought that this Pontiff might not be as good as one would hope for. The new Pontiff is known to want the Holy Mass to be celebrated more reverently, perhaps this is what will be "the Glory of the Olive". In addition, the Olive [the branch] is symbolic of peace: our new Holy Father is a very sweet and gentle man, given to much patience as well as being most pious and humble, precisely the sort of Pontiff who could be instrumental in bringing some peace to a world at war somewhere every day. Perhaps he will be the Pope to actually make the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Our Lady, the only guarantee of true peace.  Moreover, he has always been very devoted to St. Benedict, who reinvigorated the flowering of Christendom through the monastic system and the rule of life. 

	???
	In persecutione extrema S.R.E. sedebit Petrus Romanus, qui pascet oues in multis tribulationibus: quibus transactis ciuitas septicollis diruetur, & Iudex tremêdus iudicabit populum suum: Finis.
[In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock among many tribulations; after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed, and the dreadful Judge will judge the people: The end.]


From: Deal W. Hudson  To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2005 7:30 AM

Subject: Prophecy Craze Follows Benedict XVI Election, by Deal W. Hudson
St. Malachy Predicts the Election of Benedict XVI
The election of Benedict XVI set predictable cries of joy and sorrow. Fortunately for the Church the cries of joy far outnumber the cries of sorrow, even if the media refuses to see it. 

But another aftershock of April 19th is buzz sweeping the country about the medieval prophecies of St. Malachy.

My own daughter came home from her Catholic high school in Fairfax, VA and informed me that there would be only one pope after Benedict XVI. She explained further that the last pope would also signal the Second Coming of Christ and the end of the world. "Dad, everyone at school is talking about the prophecies of St. Malachy, all the students and even the teachers."

An internet search and calls around the country confirmed that a bit of St. Malachy mania is sweeping through the country, especially among Catholic students. In an increasingly virtual age, such information, especially if it's sufficiently exotic, can be sent nationwide by instant messaging, emails, and bloggers in the space of twenty-four hours.

With respect to prophecies and visions - - there are several things to keep in mind. The canonization of a person, such as St. Malachy, would imply that that there is nothing in his prophecies and visions that is contrary to the faith. (Malachy was canonized the first Irish Saint in the Catholic Church by Pope Clement III in 1190 AD)

Thus, it's important to question whether or not they are authentic. St. Bernard of Clairvaux, who wrote an early biography of St. Malachy, corroborates his gift of prophecy but does not mention any specific prophecies

Personal revelations should always be read in conjunction with the Scriptural prophecy, especially the Book of Revelation, and the prophecies which the Church gives official credence. The final discernment of prophecies is judged in accordance with the Magisterium of the Church.

St. Malachy's prophecies, if you've never heard of them, are nothing new. It is claimed they were written by the Irish saint in the twelfth century, but not discovered until the sixteenth. They have been part of Catholic legend ever since.

But, the St. Malachy prophecies have gained a large following over the last few years for their remarkable accuracy in predicting some attributes of recent popes, including Benedict XVI.

In 1139 St. Malachy was visiting the Innocent II in Rome when he supposedly received a vision of all the future popes until judgment day. He gave a written account of his vision to the pope that was not discovered in the Vatican archives until 1590.

There has been much debate since then concerning their authenticity. Some scholars believe the prophecies are Jesuit forgeries from the sixteenth century intended to comment on the various popes of that period.

The prophecies of St. Malachy were first pronounced a forgery by Fr. Menestrier, S.J., in the seventeenth century. He claims the forgery was intended to influence the conclave that elected Gregory XVI. Later scholars, such as J. J. Delaney, Pocket Dictionary of the Saints (1983), note that the descriptions of the 16th century popes, around the time of the supposed forgery are exact, while their accuracy falls off quickly after 1590. The New Encyclopaedia Britannica (15th edition) pronounces the prophecies "a 16th-century forgery" pure and simple.

The vision itself contains a brief description of 112 future popes beginning with Celestine II who was elected in 1130. These descriptions are in the form of mystical titles referring to some trait, symbol, or biographical detail of the future popes.

Which leads to the question, why would such a document with no ecclesial authority and of undetermined authenticity claim so much attention?

One answer is that some of the recent predictions have been remarkably accurate. Hal Lindsey, the guru of all things apocalyptic, points out in his April 8th article on WorldNetDaily that the "descriptive predictions. . . .Though they are a bit obscure, they have fit the general profile of each of the popes." 
He points to the examples of the three popes before Benedict XVI:
The prophecy for Paul VI "Flos Florum" (Flower of Flowers) and his coat of arms contained three fleurs- de-lis (Isis blossoms). The description for John Paul I was "De Medietate Lunae," (the Half Moon). He was baptized Albino Luciani (white light), was born in the diocese of Belluno (beautiful moon), became pope when there was a half-moon (August 26, 1978), and died after an eclipse of the moon.

John Paul II was prophesied under the title "De Labore Solis," (from the labor of the sun), and indeed he was born during an eclipse of the sun on May 18, 1920.

What about Benedict XVI? Lindsey's article was written before the conclave. As it turns out St. Malachy describes him as "Gloria Olivae" meaning "the glory of the olive."

Guess what? The Order of St. Benedict had a branch called The Olivetans.

The name chosen by Cardinal Ratzinger has put St. Malachy speculators into high gear because of the prophecy, the saint's last one, following the Gloria Olivae.

About the last pope, the prophecy reads, "In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge will judge the people. The End."

If St. Malachy's prophecy accurately described the last four pontiffs, could it mean that the end is near? The substance of the vision is no problem, since resembles that of the Book of Revelation. The issue is one of chronology: Are we to believe the Judgment Day is at hand?

Even aficionados of these prophecies disagree on this. Some say the prophecy fails to stipulate whether there is only one more pope after Benedict XVI, the Gloria Olivae. Thus, there could be any number of others before the arrival of Peter the Roman. For the others who ignore this ambiguity, Judgment Day seems to be drawing closer with the coming of the last pope.

Our new pope Benedict XVI is 78 years old. The next pope can't be that far off -- perhaps no more than a decade. This explains why my daughter said sadly, "Dad am I going to live to old age, and have a family and children?"

We've seen apocalyptic fever before. Remember "Y2K"? Before anyone starts restocking their basement, I would suggest taking a look at the rest of the list.

Pius X (1903-1914) is "ignes ardens" (ardent fire), Benedict XV (1914-1922) as "Religio depopulate" (religion laid waste). Pope Pius XI (1922-1939) is described as "Fides Intrepida" (unshaken faith). These descriptions fit these popes in a general way but they could fit a variety of others as well, and so on throughout the list.

However, the uncanny accuracy of St. Malachy's last four predictions have fueled another round of apocalyptic curiosity and, unfortunately, fear among those too young to protect themselves from the incomplete information on the internet.

Before you or anyone you know starts to descend into apocalyptic gloom recall the Acts of the Apostles, Book One. Just before Jesus ascended into Heaven, one of his disciples asked him a final question, "'Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?' And he said unto them, 'It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father hath put in his own power.'" (1.6-7).

We never know when the end might come for each one of us. We have to be ready everyday.
Based upon a prophecy, can you feel safe in waiting to get ready later, say, during the pontificate of Peter the Roman -- when and if that ever happens? 
The spiritual purpose of a vision is to suggest some proper understanding or actions that are needed to avoid spiritual harm.
Penance, prayer, fasting, redemptive suffering, the Way of the Cross and the Sacraments are our responses to prophecies and personal revelations.

The Hal Lindseys of the world have been predicting the end of the world since I was a teenager. This is just one more interesting and arresting chapter in the history of our attempts to know what may never be known, but which must always be expected.

The Window is published by the Morley Institute for Church & Culture. 

[Some Reading Recommendations for Spring CRISIS Magazine - e-Letter May 6, 2005
Dear Friend,
Before I get to the main subject of this letter, I want to give you a quick update on Deal Hudson.
As you recall, Deal left Crisis at the beginning of the year. Since then, he has founded the Morley Institute for Church and Culture. One of the several projects of the institute is to send out a weekly email report titled, The Window, which covers both politics and the Church. Thus far, Deal has covered some fascinating topics: an expose on the Democrats' plan to reclaim Catholic voters in the next election, an analysis of the role of Hispanics in the Catholic vote, and most recently, a look at the widely discussed prophecies of St. Malachy.

This last report immediately caught my attention. Ever since Benedict XVI's election, Catholic circles have been buzzing about St. Malachy's controversial list of papal predictions. Some reject it as a forgery, others accept it as truth. Deal does an excellent job sorting through the various claims and offering a clear-minded assessment of the prophecies. I strongly recommend you read it yourself. Here's how to get it: You can subscribe to The Window for free by sending an email to subscribe@morleyicc.com and writing "SUBSCRIBE" into the subject line. You'll be automatically added to their list and will receive Deal's special report on St. Malachy's papal prophecies.]

Did St. Malachy predict Benedict XVI?

https://rightteachings.wordpress.com/2005/06/01/karl-keatings-take-on-the-prophecy-of-malachy/ 

By Karl Keating, Catholic Answers, posted on June 1, 2005
During the interregnum following the death of a pope we see a flurry of interest in the prophecy of St. Malachy. The interest seems to grow each time a pope passes from the scene because, according to some interpretations of the prophecy, the line of popes is about to end.

Since the Church will last until the end of time, and since Christ will not suffer his Church to be leaderless, the implication is that the ending of the papal line coincides with the Last Days.

Deal Hudson, the former publisher of "Crisis" magazine, titled the April 28 edition of his e-letter "St. Malachy Predicts the Election of Benedict XVI." Did he really?

Malachy’s prophecy purportedly lists all of the popes from his time until the end of the world. Each pope is listed not by name but by a few Latin words that indicate a personal attribute, a symbol of his place of origin or of his family, or some other detail from his life. According to the list, Benedict XVI is the penultimate pope–or maybe not.

The confusion arises from the way the last pope on the list is described: "In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge will judge the people. The end."

What is unclear is whether Peter the Roman is supposed to reign immediately after the next-to-last-listed pope or at some indeterminate later time, with any number of popes serving between our present Pontiff and Peter the Roman.

But set all that aside. Consider the prophecy as a whole. Although Malachy lived in the twelfth century, the prophecy attributed to him was unknown until the sixteenth century, when it was "discovered" in a Vatican archive, where it 
supposedly had lain forgotten for four centuries. One problem is that none of Malachy’s biographers make any reference at all to the prophecy. In fact, there is no mention of it by anyone prior to its "discovery."

A bigger problem is the aptness of the papal descriptions. Those popes who reigned between Malachy’s time and 1590 are described with great accuracy. After 1590, the descriptions become obscure. In many cases devotees of the prophecy 
have been unable to explain how a particular description could refer to the pope to which it corresponds. Many post-1590 descriptions simply make no sense.

Catholic scholars, following the lead of a Jesuit researcher of the seventeenth century, say that the prophecy of St. Malachy did not originate with the saint at all but is a forgery worked up to influence the conclave that elected Gregory XIV. It would have been easy for a forger to make up descriptions of popes who lived before his time, but he would have had to rely on creative obscurity to describe popes of succeeding centuries.

Some modern-day Catholics put great stock in the prophecy regardless, based on what they see as eerily accurate descriptions of the last few popes. Here is how Hudson put it:

"The prophecy for Paul VI ‘Flos Florum’ (‘flower of flowers’) and his coat of arms contained three fleurs-de-lis (Isis blooms). The description of John Paul I was ‘De Medietate Lunae’ (‘the half-moon’). He was baptized Albino Luciani (‘white light’), was born in the diocese of Belluno (‘beautiful moon’), became pope when there was a half-moon (Aug. 26, 1978), and died after an eclipse of the moon. John Paul II was prophesied under the title ‘De Labore Solis" (‘from the labor of the sun’), and indeed he was born during an eclipse of the sun on May 18, 1920."

There is less here than meets the eye. When we say that someone was born during an eclipse of the sun, what do we mean? I think everyone would say that if you were present at the birth, you could have stepped outside and noticed the 
eclipse. The eclipse would have been visible from the place where the birth occurred.

But this is not what happened at the birth of Karol Wojtyla. Yes, there was an eclipse of the sun on May 18, 1920, but it was visible only from a small portion of the southern hemisphere. No one in Poland could have witnessed it. See 
http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse/SEcat/SE1901-2000.html
Astronomically, a bit more can be said about John Paul I, who "became pope when there was a half moon." Indeed there was a "half moon," but not on the date of his election. He was elected on August 26, and the "half-moon" occurred on 
August 25. See http://aa.usno.navy.mil/cgi-bin/aa_moonphases.pl?year=1978&ZZZ=END
Maybe what was meant was that the conclave occurred during a "half moon." Okay, let’s grant that, but then let’s also grant that this would not have been a distinctive event. Although I have not bothered to look up each one, it must be the case that many conclaves have witnessed a "half moon," what astronomers actually call a "quarter moon." (The moon’s phases are called "new moon," "first quarter," "full moon," and "last quarter.")

Each month there are two "half-moons": the first and last quarters. You can do the arithmetic yourself, but it turns out that an average-length conclave has about a one-in-three chance of seeing a "half moon."

Another thing about John Paul I. Hudson said he "died after an eclipse of the moon." This pope died on September 28, 1978. An eclipse of the moon occurred twelve days earlier. Lunar eclipses are not rare: They usually occur between two 
and four times a year. See http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse/LEcat/LEdecade1971.html
One always can say that a pope died "after an eclipse of the moon." Everyone who ever has died has died "after an eclipse of the moon"–sometimes as long as half a year after, but after nevertheless. When we use "after an eclipse of the moon" as a clue to the identity of someone, surely we mean "immediately after." 
That was not the case with John Paul I. Now let’s turn to the current pope. The description that corresponds to Benedict XVI is "Gloria Olivae," "the glory of the olive." "Guess what?" asked Hudson. "The Order of St. Benedict had a branch called the 
Olivetans," and the name chosen by our current pontiff is, of course, Benedict.

What does this prove? Not much, I’d day. First of all, the descriptions in St. Malachy’s prophecy are supposed to concern pre-election facts about the popes. 
In theory, one could determine the identity of the next pope by considering the description that corresponds to him.

But this would have been impossible with respect to our newest pope. Joseph Ratzinger never was a Benedictine and never was connected with the Olivetan Benedictines. "The glory of the olive" would not have led anyone to suspect that it 
described him (unless, perhaps, the cardinal was fond of martinis, but I have seen no evidence of that).

Hudson says that "the uncanny accuracy of St. Malachy’s last four predictions has fueled another round of apocalyptic curiosity." I would not dispute the fact that there has been plenty of curiosity, but I would deny that there is "uncanny accuracy" in the descriptions of the last four popes.

As I noted, the one that corresponds to John Paul II ("of the labor of the sun") is interpreted to mean that he was elected under an eclipse–which he was not. And the one that corresponds to Benedict XVI suggests his pre-existing connection with the Benedictine order, and he had no such connection.

(In fact, until the last conclave, believers in the prophecy said that the pope described as "the glory of the olive" would be a Benedictine monk. That’s how sure–and how wrong–they were.)

What should we make of the prophecy of St. Malachy? I think we should come to the same conclusion reached by that seventeenth-century Jesuit scholar and by scholars since: The prophecy is not from St. Malachy and does not give us real 
information about the popes of the last four centuries and certainly not about the popes of our own time or of the future.

St. Malachy
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09565a.htm
By Kevin Knight, Catholic Encyclopedia (Undated)
St. Malachy, whose family name was O'Morgair, was born in Armagh in 1094. St. Bernard describes him as of noble birth.

He was baptized Maelmhaedhoc (a name which has been Latinized as Malachy) and was trained under Imhar O'Hagan, subsequently Abbot of Armagh. After a long course of studies he was ordained priest by St. Cellach (Celsus) in 1119. In order to perfect himself in sacred liturgy and theology, he proceeded to Lismore, where he spent nearly two years under St. Malchus. He was then chosen Abbot of Bangor, in 1123. A year later, he was consecrated Bishop of Connor, and, in 1132, he was promoted to the primacy of Armagh.

St. Bernard gives us many interesting anecdotes regarding St. Malachy, and highly praises his zeal for religion both in Connor and Armagh. In 1127 he paid a second visit to Lismore and acted for a time as confessor to Cormac MacCarthy, Prince of Desmond. While Bishop of Connor, he continued to reside at Bangor, and when some of the native princes sacked Connor, he brought the Bangor monks to Iveragh, County Kerry, where they were welcomed by King Cormac. On the death of St. Celsus (who was buried at Lismore in 1129), St. Malachy was appointed Archbishop of Armagh, 1132, which dignity he accepted with great reluctance. Owing to intrigues, he was unable to take possession of his see for two years; even then he had to purchase the Bachal Isu (Staff of Jesus) from Niall, the usurping lay-primate.

During three years at Armagh, as St. Bernard writes, St. Malachy restored the discipline of the Church, grown lax during the intruded rule of a series of lay-abbots, and had the Roman Liturgy adopted.

St. Bernard continues: Having extirpated barbarism and re-established Christian morals, seeing all things tranquil he began to think of his own peace. He therefore resigned Armagh, in 1138, and returned to Connor, dividing the see into Down and Connor, retaining the former. He founded a priory of Austin Canons at Downpatrick, and was unceasing in his episcopal labours.

Early in 1139 he journeyed to Rome, via Scotland, England, and France, visiting St. Bernard at Clairvaux. He petitioned Pope Innocent for palliums for the See of Armagh and Cashel, and was appointed legate for Ireland. On his return visit to Clairvaux he obtained five monks for a foundation in Ireland, under Christian, an Irishman, as superior: thus arose the great Abbey of Mellifont in 1142. St. Malachy set out on a second journey to Rome in 1148, but on arriving at Clairvaux he fell sick, and died in the arms of St. Bernard, on 2 November.

Numerous miracles are recorded of him, and he was also endowed with the gift of prophecy. St. Malachy was canonized by Pope Clement (III), on 6 July, 1199, and his feast is celebrated on 3 November, in order not to clash with the Feast of All Souls.

An account of the relics of St. Malachy will be found in Migne, Patrologiae cursus completus, CLXXXV.

For a discussion of the prophecies concerning the popes known as St. Malachy's Prophecies, the reader is referred to the article PROPHECIES (below).

Prophecy

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12473a.htm EXTRACT
By Kevin Knight, Catholic Encyclopedia (Undated)
Prophecies of St. Malachy
Concerning Ireland
This prophecy, which is distinct from the prophecies attributed to St. Malachy concerning the popes, is to the effect that his beloved native isle would undergo at the hands of England oppression, persecution, and calamities of every kind, during a week of centuries; but that she would preserve her fidelity to God and to His Church amidst all her trials. At the end of seven centuries she would be delivered from her oppressors (or oppressions), who in their turn would be subjected to dreadful chastisements, and Catholic Ireland would be instrumental in bringing back the British nation to that Divine Faith which Protestant England had, during three hundred years, so rudely endeavoured to wrest from her. This prophecy is said to have been copied by the learned Dom Mabillon from an ancient manuscript preserved at Clairvaux, and transmitted by him to the martyred successor of Oliver Plunkett.

Concerning the Popes
The most famous and best known prophecies about the popes are those attributed to St. Malachy. In 1139 he went to Rome to give an account of the affairs of his diocese to the pope, Innocent II, who promised him two palliums for the metropolitan Sees of Armagh and Cashel. While at Rome, he received (according to the Abbé Cucherat) the strange vision of the future wherein was unfolded before his mind the long list of illustrious pontiffs who were to rule the Church until the end of time. The same author tells us that St. Malachy gave his manuscript to Innocent II to console him in the midst of his tribulations, and that the document remained unknown in the Roman Archives until its discovery in 1590 (Cucherat, "Proph. de la succession des papes", chapter xv). They were first published by Arnold de Wyon, and ever since there has been much discussion as to whether they are genuine predictions of St. Malachy or forgeries. The silence of 400 years on the part of so many learned authors who had written about the popes, and the silence of St. Bernard especially, who wrote the "Life of St. Malachy", is a strong argument against their authenticity, but it is not conclusive if we adopt Cucherat's theory that they were hidden in the Archives during those 400 years.

These short prophetical announcements, in number 112, indicate some noticeable trait of all future popes from Celestine II, who was elected in the year 1143, until the end of the world. They are enunciated under mystical titles. Those who have undertaken to interpret and explain these symbolical prophecies have succeeded in discovering some trait, allusion, point, or similitude in their application to the individual popes, either as to their country, their name, their coat of arms or insignia, their birth-place, their talent or learning, the title of their cardinalate, the dignities which they held etc. For example, the prophecy concerning Urban VIII is Lilium et Rosa (the lily and the rose); he was a native of Florence and on the arms of Florence figured a fleur-de-lis; he had three bees emblazoned on his escutcheon, and the bees gather honey from the lilies and roses. Again, the name accords often with some remarkable and rare circumstance in the pope's career; thus Peregrinus apostolicus (pilgrim pope), which designates Pius VI appears to be verified by his journey when pope into Germany, by his long career as pope, and by his expatriation from Rome at the end of his pontificate. Those who have lived and followed the course of events in an intelligent manner during the pontificates of Pius IX, Leo XIII, and Pius X cannot fail to be impressed with the titles given to each by the prophecies of St. Malachy and their wonderful appropriateness: Crux de Cruce (Cross from a Cross) Pius IX; Lumen in caelo (Light in the Sky) Leo XIII; Ignis ardens (Burning Fire) Pius X. There is something more than coincidence in the designations given to these three popes so many hundred years before their time. We need not have recourse either to the family names, armorial bearings or cardinalatial titles, to see the fitness of their designations as given in the prophecies. The afflictions and crosses of Pius IX were more than fell to the lot of his predecessors; and the more aggravating of these crosses were brought on by the House of Savoy whose emblem was a cross. Leo XIII was a veritable luminary of the papacy. The present pope is truly a burning fire of zeal for the restoration of all things to Christ.

The last of these prophecies concerns the end of the world and is as follows: "In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge will judge the people. The End." It has been noticed concerning Petrus Romanus, who according to St. Malachy's list is to be the last pope, that the prophecy does not say that no popes will intervene between him and his predecessor designated Gloria olivæ. It merely says that he is to be the last, so that we may suppose as many popes as we please before "Peter the Roman". Cornelius a Lapide refers to this prophecy in his commentary "On the Gospel of St. John" (C. xvi) and "On the Apocalypse" (cc. xvii-xx), and he endeavours to calculate according to it the remaining years of time.

Malachi’s Prophecies & B16’s Resignation

http://traditioninaction.org/Questions/B591_Prophecies.html (Traditionalist, undated)
Prophecy of the Popes

Considering that Pope Benedict 16 is resigning, it comes in my mind to ask you about the prophecy of St. Malachi, if it is genuine or not. 

Saint Malachi was given a vision of the last 112 popes starting from his time up to the last pope in which Rome (the seven-hilled city) will be destroyed. According to the prophecy, Pope Benedict 16 was the 111th & we are going to see fulfillment for the coming 112th pope Petrus Romanus. It can be read at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophecy_of_the_Popes.  

The prophecy of the 112th is this: "In the extreme persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit Peter the Roman, who will pasture his sheep in many tribulations: and when these things are finished, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the terrible judge will judge his people." 

This is the last prophecy he has. 
That is why I believed in the real third secret of Fatima that you have posted http://traditioninaction.org/Questions/B352_Secret.html in which Rome also is going to be destroyed. 

And history will repeat again, according to St. Matthew, the temple being destroyed before the passing of a generation (70 years):

Jesus' time (Jesus on passion) = Temple was destroyed before 70 AD has pass;

Our time (Mystical Body of Christ = Church on passion) = Temple in Vatican has to be destroyed before the passing of a generation, starting from the birth of Israel nation in 1947.

I hope you have a clear answer about the St. Malachi's prophecy. –R.A.
We believe you are entitled to your opinion. The comments you made seem quite coherent, but there is a gap from making conjectures to saying that these things will actually take place. We must wait to see what will happen. 
Regarding what is called the contingent future, i.e., what will happen in detail, this is known only by God and those to whom He communicates such knowledge. We can certainly guarantee you that so far we have not had this kind of communication. 
Thus, we should limit ourselves to humbly making conjectures, knowing that they can be incomplete or wrong. In our opinion, yours are among the coherent conjectures that can be made. 
To us what is certain - taking into consideration the prophecies of La Salette - is that we are immersed in the times that either are those of the Antichrist or those that prefigure them. It also is not difficult to see that we are in the middle of an enormous apostasy, which can very well be the Great Apostasy predicted by St. Paul (2 Thessalonians 2) for the times of the Antichrist. If, to this we add the perspectives foreseen at Fatima of a cosmic chastisement - the twirling of the sun seems to be a symbol of it - we have a very broad and serious panorama.

You mention the Prophecies of St. Malachi, which end with this coming Pope who will be elected in one month or so. Insofar as we believe in those prophecies, it makes sense to think that Rome will be destroyed soon. If we considered that yesterday, February 11, 2013, after Benedict XVI announced his resignation, lightning struck the Vatican cupola, one may interpret this as a sign of a coming destruction, confirming St. Malachi’s prediction. 
Further, if one considers that in the last phase of his pontificate, Pius XII was largely preparing the progressivist onslaught that took place with John XXIII and the Council, then we have before our eyes a list of six Popes who all promoted Progressivism: Pius XII, John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul I, John Paul II and Benedict XVI. Adding a seventh to this list, in the eventuality that the coming Pope will not be a good one, would make seven Popes who have served and helped to advance Progressivism.
Would this be the realization of St. John’s mysterious prophecy of a beast with seven heads that will appear close to the end times to destroy the Church? Who could say for sure that it is or that it is not? 
You see that these conjectures, which in some way support yours, are far from being the "clear answer" you expected from us. –T.I.A.
The Last Pope - A Look at the St. Malachy Prophecy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stqRuVKRdu8 9:23 October 2, 2012 (Traditionalist)
St. Malachy Prophecy - The Final Pope has arrived (Traditionalist)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yVdXrHYj7Q 5:30 February 24, 2013
Prophecy of Saint Malachy:  Video by Most Holy Family Monastery

http://www.youtube.com/user/mhfm1?v=-Zg7cAzTzPI 12:56 (Traditionalist, probably 2013)
By Bro. Michael Dimond, Most Holy Family Monastery, NY, USA, website: http://www.vaticancatholic.com   
St. Malachy's Prophecy of the Popes and Antipopes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mw0nVEGzCXk 15:39 June 18, 2013 (Traditionalist)
By Bro. Michael Dimond, Most Holy Family Monastery, NY, USA, website: http://www.vaticancatholic.com
9 things you need to know about the prophecy of St. Malachy 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/9-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-prophecy-of-st.-malachy/ 

By Jimmy Akin, jimmy@secretinfoclub.com, February 24, 2013
With the announcement of Pope Benedict's resignation, many people have been talking about the "prophecy of the popes" attributed to St. Malachy.

Who was he, what is the prophecy, and what should we think of it?

Here are 9 things you need to know . . .

 

1. What is "the prophecy of the popes"?
It is an alleged private revelation given to the medieval figure St. Malachy.

The prophecy consists of a list of 112 short phrases--enigmatic mottoes in Latin that are supposed to represent the popes from St. Malachy's time onward.

Click here for more on the "prophecy of the popes."
 
2. Who was St. Malachy?
St. Malachy was the archbishop of Armagh, Ireland in the 1100s.

Reportedly, he made a visit to Rome in which he had a vision of the future popes and wrote them down.

Click here for more on St. Malachy.
 

3. Why are people talking about the prophecy now?
The next-to-last motto in the prophecy of the popes has been associated with Pope Benedict XVI. Since he is now at the end of his papacy, that would bring us to the last name in the prophecy of the popes, which many have taken to indicate the final pope at the end of the world.

This passage reads as follows:

Peter the Roman, who will nourish the sheep in many tribulations; when they are finished, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the dreadful judge will judge his people. The end.

 

4. Is this an approved private revelation?
No, it is not. Although it has been influential in some Catholic circles for several hundred years, it is not approved by the Magisterium.

 

5. What evidence is there concerning its authenticity?
A significant mark against its authenticity is the fact that it was not published until 1595, though St. Malachy died in 1148. There is no record of the prophecy existing in the intervening 447 years.

Allegedly, this was because the prophecy lay, forgotten, in a Roman archive, and it was not rediscovered until 1590.

This explanation is possible in principle, but the fact that we cannot establish its existence for hundreds of years until after its supposed author's death is also consistent with the claim that it was a forgery composed around 1590 and then "salted" into the archive. ("Salting" is the term used for planting false records in archives.) It also may never have been in the archive but merely claimed to be.

While the fact that we have no mention of this document in the hundreds of years between the times of its reported composition and re-discovery does not prove that it is false, it does cast significant doubt on its authenticity.

 

6. How else can the reliability of the prophecy be evaluated?
If it is not possible to establish an external, historical record for the prophecy then the next logical approach is to examine its contents to see which theory of its origins they are more consistent with: Do the contents seem to suggest that it was written in the 1100s or do they suggest that it was written around 1590?

Many observers have thought the latter. One reason is that the "mottoes" for the period prior to 1590 are very easy to connect with the popes they allegedly represent.

By contrast, the mottoes assigned to the popes coming after 1590 are much harder to connect with the popes they allegedly represent, and often this can be done only in a contrived way.

The mottoes generally contain references to one of several things, including the pope's name (his papal name, his birth name, or his family name), his place of origin, or a heraldic crest connected with him (his papal arms, his family crest, or the crest of his order or place of origin).

They often involve plays on words regarding these things, though that is more obvious in Latin than in English.

 

7. What are some examples of mottoes that are easy to connect with popes prior to 1590?
Some examples include:
(Ex castro Tiberis ("From a castle on the Tiber"). This is connected with Celestine II (1143-1144), who was born in Citta di Castello (City of the Castle), which is on the banks of the Tiber river.
(Frigidus abbas ("Cold Abbot"). This is connected with Benedict XII (1334-1342), who had been the abbot of a monastery at Fontfroide ("Cold Spring").
(De parvo homine ("From a small man"). This is connected to Pius III (1503), whose family name was Piccolomini, which is derived from piccolo (small) and uomo (man).  
 

8. What are some examples of mottoes that are hard to connect with popes after 1590?
Some examples include:

(Pia civitas in bello ("Pious city in war"). This is connected with Innocent IV (1591), but there is no good way to link him with this motto. Some have pointed to the fact that he was patriarch of Jerusalem before his election to the papacy, and Jerusalem could be thought of as a "pious city," but so could Rome and many others. Almost any Christian city would count, and Jerusalem was not a Christian city at this time. Furthermore, Jerusalem was not at war when he was patriarch.
(Aquila rapax ("Rapacious eagle"). This is connected with Pius VII (1800-1823), but there is no good way to link him with this motto. Some have proposed that his reign overlapped with that of Napoleon and that Napoleon could be described as a rapacious eagle (that is, a hungry commander of armies), but this is very tenuous and makes the motto not a description of the pope but of someone else who was on the world stage during his reign.
(Religio depopulata ("Religion destroyed"). This is connected with Benedict XV (1914-1922), but there is no good way to link him in particular with this motto. There is no obvious connection to his name, family, place of origin, or coat of arms. He did not destroy religion or religious life. Neither were either destroyed during his reign. He did reign during World War I, but that did not destroy either. He also reigned when Communism came to power in Russia. That didn't destroy religion in his day or in Italy. And again, we'd be connecting the motto with something other than the pope. If that were allowed then it would be possible to connect every motto with something that happened somewhere in the world during a pope's day, and the prophecies would have no particular value as they would all be applicable to any pope.
 

9. Should Catholics worry about the prophecy of the popes?
No. It is not an approved apparition, and the evidence is consistent with it being a forgery composed around 1590.

Click here for more information about the prophecy of the popes.
More fundamentally, Jesus indicated that we would not know the time of the end.

In keeping with Our Lord's warning, predictions of the end of the world based on the Bible have a dismal track record, and trying to predict the time of the end based on an unapproved private revelation that shows signs of being forged is even more foolish.

We should trust God, live according to his word, and leave the future in his hands.

As Jesus said:

"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day" (Matthew 6:34).

What do you think?

Selected out of 107 readers’ comments
1. The text under discussion for the next Pope is the following: In persecutione extrema S.R.E. sedebit Petrus Romanus, qui pascet oves in multis tribulationibus, quibus transactis civitas septicollis diruetur, et judex tremedus judicabit populum suum. Finis. In English: “In the last persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit Peter the Roman, who will pasture his sheep in many tribulations, and when these things have happened, the seven-hilled city will be destroyed, and the terrible judge will judge his people. The End.” 
This can be interpreted in a favorable and not frightening way. First of all, the word “end” should be understood as the end of the list, not the end of the world or the papacy. The key to understanding the context is the seven hilled city which should be understood in the context of Rev. 17:9 where the Harlot of Babylon sits. In the Bible, the faithful Church is the Bride and (in Jewish tradition) the unfaithful are the Harlot (as for example in Hosea and many other places). 
This passage therefore predicts as part of a very important and long part of the Book of Revelation (chapters 17, 18, 19) the defeat of that section of the Church which has become worldly and is basically proposing a Church along the lines of what the media seem to want. This is not an isolated passage; it is confirmed for example by 2 Thess. 2:1-12. There we see Christ as the judge who purifies the Church by the Holy Spirit (breath of his mouth v. 8). The passage clearly describes the atheistic spirit of our times (claiming that he is a god v. 4) and it is in harmony with passages like 2 Peter 2:1-22. This purification of the Church is clearly not the end of the world because in Revelation 21:26 and 22:2 there is clear reference to the missionary work of the Church (“the nations” or pagans). 
In short, this prophecy of St. Malachy is simply repeating the message of Fatima about the end of the persecution of the Church and the Pope from another angle: “Russia will be converted and a time of peace shall be granted to the world.” Much more could be written making use of the Bible and various private revelations, but this is the answer in outline. The objections to this list attributed to St. Malachy do not seem to outweigh the Bible’s description of a situation remarkably like our own times which points to the triumph of the Church. St. Malachy, then, is just another confirmation from private revelations. 
There is one more connection I would like to make between 2 Thessalonians, Fatima, and the prophecy of St. Malachy. In 2 Thessalonians, 2: 1-12, it is specifically mentioned that there is someone who is restraining the apostasy (translated as “rebellion” in some versions but written as apostasia in the original Greek). That someone is no doubt the pope (Peter “the rock”). In our own days, we see the fanatical efforts, both within and outside the Church, to belittle, cripple and block his ministry. In this way he is “removed” by losing his ability to effectively influence events as universal Pastor. The persecution of the Pope is a specific aspect of the Fatima prophecies and is also referred to in the prophecies of St. Malachy. I might add that the “apostasy” of our times and even within the Catholic Church is described quite well in chapter 3 and the beginning of chapter 4 in 2 Timothy. In any event, the title “Peter the Roman” of St. Malachy would give good grounds to understand our Lady’s words at Fatima on the conversion of Russia as indicating the restoration of the original unity of the Church around Peter the Roman. -Jacques
2. Jimmy, have you read Father Thibaut SJ’s French “The Mysterious Prophecy of the Popes”?

Fr. Thibaut makes an interesting argument that there’s actually much more to the prophecy than is popularly thought.

He writes in the 50s and predicts that Peter the Roman would be elected near the year 2012.

Not saying I’m a believer, but there’s more sophisticated literature on the subject than you’ve suggested. -Robert
3. This is an unfortunate article.  “Pia civitas in bello” is a clear reference to Rome at war with the forces of the Reformation.  “Religio depopulata” does not mean “destroyed” but rather “depopulated” and that is precisely what happened as untold numbers of Christians were slaughtered in Russia and elsewhere greatly reducing the number of Christians in the world.  These examples are enough to show that this article is not what it should be.  Too bad. -Regine
4. Actually there was a seer or prophet that published a year ago to the date of his announcement that the Pope would be ousted from the Vatican ... Not saying she’s 100% authentic. Only God knows but she did publish it a year in advance on the very day he made the announcement. http://www.thewarningsecondcoming.com/messages/latest-messages/*.  –Mary
5. No one saw this coming but she did. The proof is there for all to see and discern.*
Not true. Benedict XVI dropped several clues of resignation before and after he was elected pope. -Scott

6. Regarding Maria Divine Mercy* anyone with insight could have seen Pope Benedict could not last much longer and he had seen what happened to JPII and the papacy as he deteriorated. He didn’t want to cripple the church because he knew what was coming, for himself and the world: war in Middle East, Muslims advancing throughout the world, the fallout of Vat ii still ravaging the church.

Then his brother always giving little interviews here and there in the German papers: Benedict XVI losing hearing, eyesight bad, has heart trouble, they were to spend summer together (in 2013!)
Before our native group left for the canonization of Kateri Tekakwitha in Rome, Oct 21, we said novenas THAT THE POPE WOULD STILL BE THERE FOR IT. That was all apparent from accurate, insightful, prayerful observation. I was only surprised that the hierarchy didn’t see it coming. –Nokomis
*See the next article
7. I have read catholic prophesy all of my life and always go back to the bible to test. One thing is for sure, we are at a crossroad, an end of an era. The signs are quite apparent. Jesus told us to watch for them. The polarization of good and evil is intense, and increasing each day. “Will he find any faith upon the earth with his return?” Prophets and Prophesy is our Lord’s way of waking us up and informing us! He loves us and will always warn us, that isn’t just an Old Testament reality. Once woken up we need to re-immerse ourselves into his word and sacraments. We also need to be careful and pray for discernment to the Holy Spirit since the deceiver will try to interfere with and discredit what is valid. Soon all of us will be deciding for God or for his adversary. There will be no middle ground. My God have mercy on us. -Ted
8. I’m 66 years old and I’ve heard predictions of the end of the world from way back to 1958 from my grandparents and parents. My mom told me that the end of the world had been predicted at the end of WWII, then back in 1958 my grandmother had read an article in a Spanish language edition of Maryknoll Magazine where it predicted that the world would end in 1960 after the Pope reads the 3rd secret of Fatima.  You can imagine what that did to a 12 year old kid. I was so stressed out and when 1960 came along the secret was read but was never revealed by Pope John XXIII. My grandmother was always reading the book of Revelations and always admonishing us that if we didn’t spend 24 hours on our knees praying for forgiveness, the world was going to end. I finally asked one of my religion teachers in Catholic high school, a priest, regarding all of the above and he reassured me that my grandmother and my mom were probably trying to keep us on the straight and narrow by scaring us to death. All of the Catholic teaching I have received throughout my life has been filled with the teachings of Christ that only the Father knows the when the end will come and to be prepared.  So I will continue to have faith in the Lord and live one day at a time. -Ceci
9. The prophecies of St. Malachy might very well be true. I believe there is something to them.
I often get annoyed when I read many theories against the prophecies of St. Malachy.
So here is one that bothers me might and one of the reasons why some consider them false: 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux never mentioned the prophecies in his biography of St. Malachy. Well maybe God, the pope or St. Malachy himself didn’t allow St. Bernard to mention them, maybe St. Bernard didn’t know about them, maybe he was asked by St. Malachy himself not let anyone know he had knowledge of his vision in Rome.

I also get annoyed when I read “A significant mark against its authenticity is the fact that it was not published until 1595, though St. Malachy died in 1148. There is no record of the prophecy existing in the intervening 447 years.
Allegedly, this was because the prophecy lay, forgotten, in a Roman archive, and it was not rediscovered until 1590.”

I don’t see how this could go against the authenticity of the St. Malachy’s prophecies, it could have happened that they did lay forgotten, maybe Providence allow it to be that way, maybe they were meant to be talked about in later centuries like in our times perhaps.

And here are other theories which I don’t like one is that they were 16th century forgery and the other is ”the creation of the prophecies, put forward by 17th century French priest and encyclopaedist Louis Moréri, among others, is that they were spread by supporters of Cardinal Girolamo Simoncelli in support of his bid to become pope during the 1590 conclave to replace Urban VII. In the prophecies, the pope following Urban VII is given the description “Ex antiquitate Urbis” (“from the old city”), and Simoncelli was from Orvieto, which in Latin is Urbevetanum, old city. The prophecies may, therefore, have been created in an attempt to demonstrate that Simoncelli was destined to be pope.[8] Simoncelli was not elected pope; Urban VII was succeeded by Pope Gregory XIV, born Niccolò Sfondrati.”

Well I could see how some cardinals might want to force the prophecies to their own advantage, but I am generally incline to believe that they are real.

I suspect that the answer is in the Secret Archives of the Vatican and we know how the Vatican deals with prophecies…they don’t like to talk about them.

But I am sure the Vatican itself doesn’t ignore prophecies they might not talk about them but I would be very disturb if the Vatican just allows various prophecies to lay there dormant without questioning or studying them in relation to the different times of the Church. I am sure there are some priests that are aware of different prophecies within the Vatican walls and study them.

At least I hope so or I think it would be wise if they do so.

I for my part don’t want to ignore them and I think we should all consider them. Prophecy is part of the Bible and it has been part of the life of the Church and even though not all prophecies come to past doesn’t mean we should ignore them.

Many prophecies if they don’t come to pass or if they don’t seem to make sense might be because either prayer stop them from coming to pass, maybe the saints who received them didn’t quite understand them and therefore   there was a mistake in the transcript of them or maybe Providence hides their meaning until certain times when they will be better understood.

Just sharing what I think. –Deoacveritati
10. “There are several messages in the past year or so indicating that the pope would be forced to resign.”
There’s just one problem with this “prophecy”. The Holy Father isn’t being forced to resign. Pope Benedict XVI has renounced his office freely and of his own accord.
Deuteronomy 18 deals with this situation fairly clearly: 
21 and if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’
22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously, you need not be afraid of him.
This woman also claimed that Christ told her that world leaders would be assassinated “soon”. Did I miss all of these killings in the news? 
Mr. Akin explains quite clearly, in the link he provides in question 9, above, that God gives revelation in the form of prophecies for a purpose. Not “to satisfy our curiosity” or to give us puzzles to solve. What is the purpose of this alleged prophecy of Saint Malachy? How was it supposed to help the faithful, when it was lost for 450 years (almost half a millennium)? How has it helped the faithful since its discovery in 1590?

With the exception of the promise of the Messiah, starting way back in Genesis 3:15 and permeating every book of the Old Testament, prophecies are usually fulfilled in the time of those to whom it is preached. Remember, prophet does not mean teller of the future. A prophet is someone who speaks on behalf of God. This does not always include a prediction of future events.

Since this so-called prophecy has no message or warning to the faithful that would bring them closer to God, and make them better Christians, what is the point? Why would God give us this list of future popes?
Inquiring minds want to know! -Nick
11. We are not to despise prophecy. It is better to believe, than not to believe. One of the signs that Jesus gave, was even the Elect will be deceived in the end days. The prophecy is referring to Catholic Religious and lay people. Even the people in Noah’s time refused to believe of being punished by the 40 day flood. The same thing is happening in our day. May God have mercy on us, and the Blessed Mother, protect us. -Mel
12. If we are not to believe in such things, then why have saints made such prophecies? Why Fatima? Why Akita Japan? All approved. Granted we are not to become upset, or worried, just awake and ready, as we should be in any time. -Tad
13. I have just had a book published by Angelico Press called Heralds of the Second coming. It deals with the prophetic teachings of the popes of the past 150 years and shows that they have discerned the presence of the signs of the end times. If you click here http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/abbott/130222, the entire foreword of Cardinal Ivan Dias is available to read. The book also comes with an Imprimatur and is endorsed by bishops and theology professors. I wanted to write a book that would demonstrate the unity of eschatological thought in recent papacies. I am sure that many will find it quite startling “spectacularly present, yet strangely overlooked” in the words of Fr. Aidan Nichols OP. I should stress the book does not speculate about specific times that remain a secret of God the Father, rather it confirms what has been said at Fatima, Kibeho and to St. Faustina. There is also an appendix of St Hildegard of Bingen in which God the Father showed her in papal approved revelations the “Five ferocious epochs” from her time until the end of the world. Two stunningly accurate prophecies show us where we are now in that series of epochs. The book also dismisses all millennial theories which are so often attached to private interpretations of apparition messages. -Stephen 
14. I would recommend an erudite treatment of the St. Malachy Prophecy, based upon the work of a Belgian scholar and Jesuit. It is a book called La Mystérieuse prophétie des papes by Fr. René Thibaut, S.J. (Namur: Bibliothèque de la Faculté de philosophie et lettres, 1951, Imprimatur: June 28, 1945, Et. Jos. Carton de Wiart). Sadly, it is not in English. However, since it is written in scholarly French it is much easier to read than idiomatic French. Fr. Thibaut (1883-1952) was a Belgian Jesuit and a professor at the University of Namur. (http://www.jesuitica.be/assets/file/Prosopographia SJ BSE 1814-2003 (v0901) (E).pdf) He studied the List of Popes for decades and published his book in 1951 a year before he died. Yes, the book has an Imprimatur.

Fr. Thibaut’s research reveals that there is a great deal more to the Prophecy than meets the eye. His book is a penetrating treatise which, because of the author’s vast knowledge of Church history and Sacred Scripture, both informs and inspires.

Fr. Thibaut maintains that the Prophecy of the Popes is a genuine prophecy. However, the identity of the actual prophet remains unclear. The author of the Prophecy is probably not St Malachy but someone who wrote under the name of the great Irish saint in order to honor him. (p.7) Of the 111 titles describing all the popes and anti-popes from 1143 to the present, the first 71 titles have been subjected to the tampering but the last 40, which cover the years 1572 to the present, are untouched. And they are remarkably accurate. Fr. Thibaut insists that the Prophecy is not meant to worry or disturb but to reassure the faithful about the Providence of God during even the most difficult of times. It is a sort of litany which celebrates the glory and triumph of the universal Church throughout the ages under the leadership of the Roman pontiffs. (p.24) It was a mistake for people of the past (and present) to use the list of popes in order to predict who the next pope would be, for that was never the intention of the original author. (p.20) Neither is it meant to herald the imminent end of the world, because “of that day and hour no one knoweth, not the angels of heaven, but the Father alone.” (Matthew 24:36)

I have many more links and more information in my posts on this topic:

http://teaattrianon.blogspot.com/search?q=St.+Malachy –Elena Maria
15. Dear Mr. Akin, whether or not you believe in the Prophecy of St. Malachy is of no account to me but you should know your Church history better than you appear to know it. Aquila rapax (“Rapacious eagle”) for Pius VII fits perfectly for that pontiff’s reign. Are you aware that Pius VII was imprisoned by Napoleon? That Napoleon forced Pius VII to crown him Emperor in Notre Dame? The Rapacious Eagle (Napoleon) filled the reign of Pius VII.
And another thing, there is no rule that says the “titles” of the prophecy have to describe the personal life of the pope in question. In each case it is something to do with his reign.

As for Religio depopulata (“Religion destroyed”), have you ever heard of the Bolsheviks? Did you know that in 1918 the largest Christian nation in the world fell under the rule of militant atheists? It meant “Religion destroyed” for millions of people. Just because religion was not destroyed on the entire surface of the earth does not void the prophetic message of the title for Benedict XV.

I could go on. As I said, whether you or anyone else accepts the Prophecy of St. Malachy really doesn’t matter but seeing the shocking lack of knowledge of ecclesiastical and world history in print is unsettling. –Elena Maria
16. The resignation of Pope Benedict was predicted by many recent visionaries 2 years before it happened. The new pope will be charming, articulate with a charismatic personality but will not be from God. He will form a new church and be applauded by the media, but will abolish the mass and sacraments as well as tolerating sin. Pope Benedict will be accused of something he is innocent of and his death is already being planned according to the latest messages from Jesus and Mary.(see websites of Christina Gallagher, Ned Dougherty, Pedro Regis, Gianna Sullivan, and Maria at ‘the warning second coming’. -Sue
17. Thank you Mr. Akin for your information.  I attend mass with some dear devoted Catholics who are just making themselves sick with worry about this so called prediction! -Theresa
18. If you would like to read a fictional account of how the Malachy Prophecy might play out I just finished my book “The Malachy Prophecy.”  It is available on Amazon under Books.  Just search “The Malachy Prophecy.”  There is also a Kindle edition.  If Peter the Roman is not the anti-christ then what is he?  How can he be stopped? Hope you enjoy the read. –William Johnson
19. Doesn’t Saint Paul tell us “all prophesy is imperfect”? -Rich
20. There is also another factor weighing against the St. Malachy prophecy: What is it supposed to do? How is it supposed to help us?”

We need to take into account the times of St. Malachy. There was expectation that Christ would be returning around the end of the first millennium, especially when the crusaders had captured Jerusalem and established a kingdom there. The next step after the second coming of Christ would be the dissolution of the Papacy since all authority would flow from Christ’s throne in Jerusalem. Malachy’s prophecy of 112 more popes contradicts these false expectations. With 112 popes averaging reigns of 8 or 9 years each we are taken well beyond the second millennium before the Papal office ends. So, the Malachy prophecies may not be important to modern generations, but would be to those of the crusader era.

Actually, I don’t think that the St. Malachy prophecy has reached us in its original form. The early inclusion of anti-popes suggests it was
altered, perhaps around 1590, for some political advantage. -Kenneth
21. To prove your point that these are forgeries you show three examples prior to 1590 how they could match up exactly to the pope elected and then after 1590 three examples where it is difficult to connect the prophecy to the pope. But how about the many examples after 1590 where they closely connected. How about Pope John Paul I who was “under the half moon”? He was elected under a half moon and died a month later again under a half moon. So even if they were forgeries in 1590 then whoever did them still did some pretty good predicting of the future.

As others have mentioned, we do not know the exact day or the hour of the end. But we were warned that there would be signs of when that end was approaching. It is certainly to easy to get overly concerned with private revelations to the point where they negatively affect our lives and there are also plenty of false seers out there. However in trying to discredit the extreme of one side it does no good to fall to the other extreme. I personally find these prophecies interesting and am not ready to outright ignore them, realizing that my end may come before them even if they are true. The good thing is, we should know soon whether they are true or not. -John
22. Four things:
1. The Bible is the only true source of public revelation. Every other source of revelation is private and not needed for salvation. The Bible is CRYSTAL CLEAR: No one knows the time or the day. Not the angels, not even the Son. Only the Father. (Matt 24:36) NO ONE.
2. No Pope has EVER warned the faithful about the end of the world coming soon. In fact, they repeatedly say the opposite and the first words JPII said were “Be Not Afraid!” Was he a liar? Are they all liars? Don’t you think that if a Pope believe this prophecy that he would warn the world so as many should could be saved as possible?
3. If you live your life in a righteous way, what are you afraid of? So what if it’s true? Do you try to avoid sin only when your doom is imminent? Or do you try to avoid it because that is how you should live?

What really irks me the most about all these prophecies and apparitions is how some people claim they are “in the know” but don’t do jack-squat about it. They all sit around with their false piety trying to INSTILL FEAR INTO PEOPLE and waiting to shout out “I told you so! I told you so!” Others make a financial killing by selling materials whose only purpose is to INSTILL FEAR INTO PEOPLE. Is that God? Is our God a God of Fear?

Sorry but I’ll pass on the nonsense. I’ve seen enough lives destroyed by this kind of end-times speculation. I’ve seen many people destroy their families because their spouses of children would not adopt the life of FEAR. -Charles
23. Charles, extremes are not good.

I don’t think some of us are wrong when we say let’s examine them and not ignored them or totally disregard them as forgeries.

You on the contrary are proposing that we should ignore them and pretend that everything is fine and dandy just because according to you if the Pope believed this prophecy then he would warn the world so as many could be saved.

What????

I think you need help understanding that that’s not how it works.
It is fine if you don’t believe in prophecies of St. Malachy or any prophecy for that matter, but your logic just doesn’t make any sense. Our Lord Jesus Christ talked about the last days or the end of the world it doesn’t make a difference to me which wording people uses.

This world without Christ’s physical presence (and yes I know he is Present in the Blessed Sacrament) and all this secularism in world and in the Catholic Church is bad.

Like I said before we don’t know when the Lord will return it could be in the next minute or in the next one thousand years, but it is our duty to be aware of the signs of the times. You can read it in the Holy Bible:

Matthew 24:3

Matthew 24:36

Luke 21:36

2 Peter 3:10

Apocalypse 1:3

Luke 21:25-26

2 Corinthians 4:4

1 Corinthians 10:11-12

1 Corinthians 2:14

Our Lord talks about His Return so that we find HOPE in Him the good will finally be reunited with Him and He will reign FULLY AMONG HIS PEOPLE, this is NOT a doomsday scenario.

Those who think so are not Christians.
Christians SHOULD AND MUST WANT Christ to return as soon as possible.
The sad part is that many Christians, like I said before DON’T WANT CHRIST TO RETURN they are too comfortable without HIM.

Our Lord does encourage ALL of US to be aware of the signs is in the Holy Bible. -Deoacveritati
*9 things you need to know about “Maria Divine Mercy”

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/9-things-you-need-to-know-about-maria-divine-mercy EXTRACT
By Jimmy Akin, jimmy@secretinfoclub.com, March 3, 2013
Many people have been talking about a woman who calls herself "Maria Divine Mercy." She has made dramatic claims in the form of alleged private revelations.

She claims to have predicted Pope Benedict's resignation in advance.

She also claims that he will be the last pope on earth, that the next pope to be elected will be the false prophet, and that the Second Coming is about to occur.

What should we make of these claims?

Here are 9 things you need to know…

4. What has Maria Divine Mercy said about Pope Benedict?
Among the more notable things she has claimed are the following:

(Pope Benedict XVI is the "last Pope on earth, Benedict XVI, chosen by Me [Jesus] to lead My Church during the last days." (Source)
(Pope Benedict would be forced from office: "Pope Benedict XVI, will be ousted from the Holy See in Rome." (Source)
(This will be due to a plan that was launched "within the corridors of the Vatican." (Source)
(Now that he has resigned, "They will now try to kill him . . . They will say that he was guilty of a crime of which he is totally innocent." (Source)
 

5. What has she said about the next pope?
Maria Divine Mercy has a very unusual set of beliefs regarding the next pope.

Apparently drawing on the St. Malachy prophecy of the popes (9 things you need to know about the prophecy of St. Malachy http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/9-things-you-need-to-know-about-the-prophecy-of-st.-malachy/), she identifies the next true pope as "Peter the Roman," but she believes that he will be the actual, historical St. Peter and that he will not reign on earth but from heaven, at least until the Second Coming, when he will begin to rule on earth. 
She writes:

My beloved Pope Benedict XVI is the last true Pope on this earth.

Peter the Roman, is My Peter, the original apostle who will rule My Church from the Heavens under the command of My Eternal Father. Then, when I come to reign, at the Second Coming, he will rule over all of God’s children when all religions will become one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.

Prior to the Second Coming, she claims that the Catholic Church on earth will be governed by a false pope:

(In Pope Benedict's place, a new antipope will be elected: "The false prophet will now take over the Seat in Rome." (Source) "[T]hey will bring God’s children under the rule of the little horn, who will sit in pompous splendour in the Seat of Peter." (Source)
(This antipope will announce a plan to merge world religions: "Seated in the Chair of Peter, this imposter will shout aloud and proudly proclaim his solution to unite all churches as one.  Hailed as a modern innovator, he will be applauded by the secular world because he will condone sin. He will bring in new laws, which will, not only contradict the Teachings of the Catholic Church, but which will go against all Christian laws." (Source)

 

6. What does she claim about the future?
Maria Divine Mercy makes a number of claims. Among them are these:

(We are currently in the Great Tribulation: "My dearly beloved daughter the three and a half years remaining in the Tribulation period commences in December 2012." (Source) This would put the end of the Great Tribulation in May 2016.

(The antichrist will soon appear: "The false prophet, while busy with his lofty ambitions to impress the world’s Catholics, will be pushed to one side, for a while, because the antichrist will now enter the world stage, as foretold. When you hear the media reports of the new, promising, skilled, peace negotiator, you will know who he is. He will be a very close ally of the false prophet and is under no illusion as to who he is – the son of Satan." (Source)

(The antichrist and false prophet will set up a New World Religion: "He will be head of the New World Religion and he, and the False Prophet, who will head up the shell of the Catholic Church on earth will work closely to deceive all of God’s children." (Source) 
(There will be a supernatural event ("the Warning") in which God makes his presence known: "You must await now My Divine Act of Mercy, for it will weed out the good from the wicked. This great Illumination of Conscience will take place after My Holy Vicar [Benedict XVI] has left Rome." (Source) "Billions of people will convert during The Warning." (Source)

(Afterward, the Second Coming will take place and there will be 1,000 years of peace: "This Era of Peace [spoken of at Fatima] will take place after the Second Coming of My Son and will last 1,000 years." (Source) This is also the Millennium spoken of in Revelation, and its length is to be taken literally: "Know that the 1,000 years referred to in the Book of Revelation means just that. If it was meant to be something different then it would have been given a different time." (Source)

(The Second Coming and the Millennium that follows it is distinct from the end of the world: "Many people believe that My Second Coming indicates that the END OF THE WORLD has come. THAT IS NOT THE CASE for, instead, it will mean the END TIMES when Satan and his followers who create untold misery in the world will be BANISHED FROM EARTH FOR 1,000 YEARS" (source, emphasis in original).

 

7. What should we make of all this?
There are abundant reasons not to trust Maria Divine Mercy's claims. 

One of them is that she operates anonymously. This does not fit the pattern of authentic visionaries, who have been willing to undergo criticism and even persecution for the sake of their visions.

"Maria Divine Mercy," by contrast, apparently lives a normal life that she keeps partitioned off from her secret life, in which she uses the Internet to spread her messages (and sell her books).

Yet her secret life is so important that God himself has told her that she is "the 7th Messenger, the 7th Angel sent to reveal to the world the contents of the Seals in the Book of Revelation" and that "she is the end time prophet."

Really?

After all the prophets and visionaries of history who operated with people knowing their identities, with them and their families facing the consequences of delivering God's message, God wants "the end time prophet" to operate safely and anonymously from the comfort of her living room, using an Internet connection to maintain her privacy?

(Also, what is this "7th Messenger," "7th Angel" business? Who were the previous six? And humans aren't the same kind of creatures as angels.)
There are also abundant reasons not to trust her prophecies.

8. Are her prophecies reliable?
No. We're fortunate that she's associated dates with them (e.g., the statement that the last 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation began in December 2012). That provides a short shelf-life for her prophecies. When they are proved false she will have the option of walking away from them (having conveniently kept her identity secret) or re-jiggering and re-interpreting them.

Even now, though, there are reasons not to trust them.

First, her main claim to fame is having allegedly predicted Pope Benedict's resignation from the papacy.

But she didn't actually do that.

She said that he would be forced out of office by a plot against him hatched in the Vatican. That might have seemed reasonable back when her "prophecies" were first being given, what with the VatiLeaks scandal of 2012 or the German and Irish paedophilia scandals before that, but it's not what happened.

Unless you want to accuse Pope Benedict of being a liar.

He wasn't "ousted" due to a plot. He freely resigned due to health reasons. Here's what Pope Benedict actually said:

I have come to the certainty that my strengths, due to an advanced age, are no longer suited to an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry. I am well aware that this ministry, due to its essential spiritual nature, must be carried out not only with words and deeds, but no less with prayer and suffering.

However, in today’s world, subject to so many rapid changes and shaken by questions of deep relevance for the life of faith, in order to govern the barque of Saint Peter and proclaim the Gospel, both strength of mind and body are necessary, strength which in the last few months, has deteriorated in me to the extent that I have had to recognize my incapacity to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me. 
For this reason, and well aware of the seriousness of this act, with full freedom I declare that I renounce the ministry of Bishop of Rome, Successor of Saint Peter. 
To buy Maria Divine Mercy's claim, you must set aside Pope Benedict's own claim. Although he is described in the messages by Jesus as "My innocent, beloved last Pope on earth, Benedict XVI" (source), he would have been lying in the very act of renouncing the papacy if he did not do so "with full freedom" and for age-related reasons but rather under coercion and because of a plot.

Her further predictions -- regarding St. Peter reigning at first in heaven and then on earth during the Millennium, the Warning, the next pope being the false prophet, a coming world religion, before the Second Coming and an earthly Millennium before the end of the world--are a mishmash of other visionaries' material combined with Premillennial Protestant ideas (a form of what has historically been called "millenarianism").

The latter ideas, in particular, have been rejected by the Catholic Church. The Catechism states:

The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is made to realize within history that messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history through the eschatological judgement. The Church has rejected even modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom to come under the name of millenarianism [CCC 676].
Errors and Criticism - The Warning Second Coming 

http://warningsecondcoming.blogspot.in/ EXTRACT
January 24, 2012 [The original in German: November 8, 2011]

6. (“Jesus” on June 7, 2011) “It is important that My followers keep alert to any new Pope that may come forward for he will not be from God.”
(a.) Pope Benedict XVI is said to be the ‘last true Pope’. Those who come after him ‘will not be from God’. So his successor is going to take the Chair of St. Peter against the will of God. This would indicate that all successors of Pope Benedict XVI will be schismatics or antipopes. So here the message calls to disobey the (following) papacy. This message clearly contradicts the word of Christ: “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19)
(b.) Now let’s take a look on the Prophecy of the Popes, attributed to St. Malachy, which enjoys very wide recognition due to its accuracy. There Pope Benedict XVI is mentioned to (possibly) be the penultimate Pope. About the last Pope the prophecy says: “In the extreme persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit [i.e., as bishop] Peter the Roman, who will pasture his sheep in many tribulations: and when these things are finished, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the terrible judge will judge his people. The End.” So actually the prophecy of St. Malachy refers to at least one other ‘true Pope’, ‘Peter the Roman’, who will pasture his sheep at the end of times. Whether there are other popes between Pp. Benedict XVI and the last Pope Peter II the prophecy does not express clearly. However, Pp. Benedict XVI is therefore not the ‘last true Pope’. This message will just ruin the confidence of faithful Christians in following their shepherd.
(c.) This kind of call to disobedience against the papacy would indicate that not only human interests are behind these messages. A diabolical influence can be considered.
See more at
MARIA DIVINE MERCY-THE WARNING SECOND COMING AND THE BOOK OF TRUTH 10/15 APRIL/MAY/JULY 2013/15 AUGUST 2014/FEBRUARY 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_DIVINE_MERCY- THE_WARNING_SECOND_COMING_AND_THE_BOOK_OF_TRUTH.doc 
Concerning Pope Francis and the False Prophet
http://twoheartspress.com/uncategorized/concerning-pope-francis-and-the-false-prophet/
Posted on October 1, 2013 (all emphases theirs -Michael)
March 30, 2013, IN THE FIRST MONTH OF FRANCIS’ PONTIFICATE; edited on October 7, 2013 – Two Hearts Press LLC (www.TwoHeartsPress.com).

By Dr. Kelly Bowring, author of bestsellers The Secrets, Chastisement, and Triumph and The Signs of the Times
March 13, 2014, Two Hearts Press LLC (www.TwoHeartsPress.com). 
+++

There is a plethora of biblical prophecy and private revelation that some are interpreting today to indicate the possibility that a Pope may become the false prophet (click here for a discussion of some of them). All prophecy is fulfilled in its time.

Caution Needed!

What do we make of such private revelation? We must be cautious, and continue to discern with prayer and docility to the Church and the Holy Spirit, and even be open to considering such prophecies as possibly being true, while remembering the words of Pope Urban VIII: “In cases which concern private revelations, it is better to believe than not to believe, for, if you believe, and it is proven true, you will be happy that you have believed, because our Holy Mother asked it. If you believe, and it should be proven false, you will receive all blessings as if it had been true, because you believed it to be true.”

+++

Potential Problem

One of the serious issues that are raised by some recently reported heavenly messages regards the notion that Pope Benedict XVI would leave the papacy before he died and that his successor would be the false prophet (as discussed in Revelation 13). This is a difficult message and must be considered with delicate discernment. What is clear is that at least part of this prophecy came true — Pope Benedict XVI “resigned”. But whether this prophecy about his successor being the false prophet is true or not, we do not know.
+++

Even if it were true about the Pope being the false prophet, we must never take it upon ourselves to decide as such… we must wait for the Church to direct us in such matters. No matter what, we must remain faithful to the Church. And while we have seen some strong contention expressed recently by various Cardinals, including Cardinals Burke, Müller and Caffarra, about some of the things Pope Francis (and his theologian Cardinal Kasper) is saying and doing, we are never personally permitted to believe the Pope is invalid, unless the highest legitimate authority of the Church (possibly including Pope emeritus Benedict himself) were to indicate that he is. This would indeed happen if Pope Francis ever officially denied or changed a doctrine of faith and morals.

+++

Careful Distinction

So, we must also be cautious about and even somewhat critical concerning any prophecy that is construed to be related to the current Pope, and in this current challenging situation we must personally declare the following:

1. I accept the teaching of the Universal Catholic Church that the Pope when speaking on faith and morals is infallible.

2. I accept, as legitimately elected by the recent conclave, Pope Francis (as the validly elected Pope).

This includes “all acts of the Magisterium [which] derive from the same source, that is, from Christ… For this same reason, magisterial decisions in matters of discipline, even if they are not guaranteed by the charism of infallibility, are not without divine assistance and call for the adherence of the faithful” (Donum Veritatis), which every member of the Catholic faithful is obliged to offer Pope Francis.

+++

Time Will Tell

Time will make things more clear in this delicate matter, as to whether various prophecies and biblical and heavenly messages deserve increased regard or repudiation concerning Pope Francis. Otherwise, these various prophecies will continue to validate themselves as events unfold and they come true.

+++

Important Question and Clarification

The most common question people are asking right now about such prophecies is whether a validly elected Pope could even be the false prophet. The answer is – YES.

Though, while it is possible, it would be quite improbable.

So, how could it happen that a validly-elected Pope could become the false prophet (an invalid pope or an anti-pope)?

Pope Paul IV’s Papal Bull Cum ex Apostolatus Officio teaches that if anyone was a heretic before the Papal election, he could not be a valid Pope, even if he is (validly) elected unanimously by the Cardinals.

As well, Canon 188.4 (1917 Code of Canon Law) states that if a cleric (pope, bishop, etc.) becomes a heretic, he loses his office, without any declaration, by operation of law.

Can. 194 §1. (1983 Code of Canon Law) confirms:

“The following are removed from an ecclesiastical office by the law itself:

–a person who has publicly defected from the Catholic faith or from the communion of the Church;

§2. The removal can be enforced only if it is established by the declaration of a competent authority.”

St. Robert Bellarmine, St. Antonius, St. Francis de Sales, St. Alphonsus Liguori, and many other theologians all taught that a heretic cannot be a valid pope.

“If however, God were to permit a pope to become a notoriously and contumacious heretic, he would by such fact cease to be pope, and the apostolic chair would be vacant.” -St. Alphonsus Liguori, Church Doctor

Here are some more citations on this possibility: http://www.protestanterrors.com/pope-heresy.htm 
However, ecclesiastical law requires that the faithful must presume we have a valid Pope, unless the Church’s highest authority formally declares otherwise. 
So, one may consider the possibility that an “anti-pope” could potentially come from a valid conclave, and this does not constitute a false or “heretical” position.

Thus, it is actually possible to remain faithful to the Magisterium AND consider that the prophecies about Pope Francis being the false prophet plausibly might be authentic… and even that the Church herself states that this IS at least possible.

+++
Criticizing and Disobeying a Pope

We might ask whether it is ever acceptable to criticize the Pope. The answer is ‘yes’. An example of this was done in Scripture by St. Paul who confronted Pope St. Peter, writing about the encounter saying: “And when Cephas (Pope St. Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him, before everyone, to his face because he clearly was wrong” (Galatians 2:11-14). St. Thomas Aquinas confirms, saying: “There being an imminent danger for the Faith, prelates must be questioned, even publicly, by their subjects.” Explaining the correctness of resisting wayward ecclesiastics, even popes, St. Augustine writes, “It is possible for subordinates to have the boldness to resist their superiors without fear, when in all charity they speak out in the defense of truth.”

How to Treat a Heretical Pope

The Popes themselves teach it is possible for a Pope to be a heretic. What to do if this happens? Ven. Pius IX answers: “If a future pope teaches anything contrary to the Catholic Faith, do not follow him.”

The Saints agree. Even if the many should follow the Pope into heresy, and “even if Catholics faithful to Tradition are reduced to a handful, they are the ones who are the true Church of Jesus Christ,” says St. Athanasius.

St. Robert Bellarmine, S.J., even wrote as follows:

“Just as it is lawful to resist the pope that attacks the body, it is also lawful to resist the one who attacks souls or who disturbs civil order, or, above all, who attempts to destroy the Church. I say that it is lawful to resist him by not doing what he orders and preventing his will from being executed.”

+++

Time will make this matter more clear.

May the Lord continue to guide us in His truth and in faithfulness to His Church.
Okay…okay… let’s talk about the “prophecies of Malachy” about Popes
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2013/02/okay-okay-lets-talk-about-the-prophecies-of-malachy-about-popes/ 

Posted on 11 February 2013 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
I think I had better post this before even more people start writing me about it (in other words please don’t send me mail about the “prophecies of Malachy” about the popes).

There is a list of 112 short titles in Latin for Popes which is attributed to St. Malachy. The list begins, so it seems, with Pope Celestine II (+1144). It includes some anti-popes, which makes it complicated. The list concludes with a Pope we supposedly haven’t seen yet who will – according to the list – be called “Petrus Romanus” and the Latin for him reads:

In persecutione extrema S.R.E. sedebit Petrus Romanus, qui pascet oues in multis tribulationibus: quibus transactis ciuitas septicollis diruetur, et Iudex tremendus iudicabit populum suum. Finis.  … In an extreme persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit Peter the Roman, who will feed the sheep through many tribulations, which once concluded, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the fearful Judge will judge his people. The end.

Nice, huh?

The last few have been:

Pius XII – Pastor angelicus

John XXIII – Pastor et Nauta

Paul VI – Flos florum

John Paul I – De medietate Lunae

John Paul II – De labore Solis

Benedict XVI – Gloria olivae

? – Petrus Romanus

Some pretty nutty people have done some pretty nutty things with this.
There were 61 responses to this blog by Fr. Z.

Paging 'Peter the Roman': Debunking the Prophecy of St. Malachy
http://www.catholic.org/news/international/europe/story.php?id=50051 

By Gerald Korson, Catholic Online, 3/10/2013
We can rest assured that the cardinal-electors won't be giving these so-called "prophecies" as much as a fleeting thought in their deliberations. This forgery didn't sway the conclave in 1595, and it won't be a factor in 2013, either. I'd even be willing to wager on that - if it were not an excommunicable offense.

With all the intrigue over the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI and the upcoming conclave, there has been a renewed public interest in the so-called Prophecy of St. Malachy.

Surely you've heard of it before. Malachy was an Irish bishop of the 12th century who allegedly received a revelation and subsequently wrote a series of brief cryptic phrases describing the 112 popes who would succeed the then-current pontiff, Innocent II. As luck would have it, the pontiff who is elected in this month's conclave would be the last in the series at no. 112.

But it's really nothing to get worked up about, as credibility is a serious issue here. These prophecies are about as reliable as the Mayan Calendar.
When the Prophecy of St. Malachy was first published by a Benedictine monk in 1595, St. Malachy had been dead already for 447 years. There is no record of anyone ever as much as mentioning the prophecy before that time. Furthermore, the monk, who incorporated the alleged prophecy in his book about the history of the Benedictine order, included notations indicating the names of the 74 "popes" who supposedly fulfilled the first 74 prophecies. That list in itself is erroneous; in several instances, it leaves out legitimate popes in favor of antipopes, those false claimants to the papacy who surfaced at various troubled moments in the history of the Church.

The mysterious phrases of the supposed prophecy - including specimens like "Sign of Ostia," "snaky man," and "the fruit of Jupiter will help" - seem far more explicit and accurate when applied to those 74 popes (and antipopes) who reigned between Innocent II's immediate successor, Celestine II, and the year 1590. After that, the majority of these papal descriptions make little or no sense in relation to the corresponding heirs to the Chair of St. Peter. Usually the attempt is made to connect the prophecy to the pontiff's name, family, place of origin, or symbols on his coat of arms, but it usually takes quite an imagination to make that leap.

The relative accuracy of the papal descriptions leading up to 1590 and the complete lack of historical evidence that the Prophecy of St. Malachy even existed before that time leads most historians to consider it a forgery. The theory goes that the prophecy was conveniently compiled in 1590 in order to influence the papal conclave of that year in favor of Cardinal Girolamo Simoncelli, who as bishop of Orvieto (from a Latin word meaning "old city") would have been a perfect match for the prophecy of Pope No. 75, Ex antiquitate Urbis ("from the old city").

If that was the ruse the forgers had in mind, it didn't work, as the cardinal-electors went for a reluctant candidate named Niccolò Sfondrati, who became Pope Gregory XIV in December 1590 after a two-month conclave. (Interestingly, although he reigned less than a year, one if his first official acts was to forbid, under pain of excommunication, all wagering on papal elections and the duration of pontificates.) Still, St. Malachy fans today rationalize Gregory as a fulfillment of the prophecy, noting that Sfondrati's father was born in Milan, and Milan is an "old city" in its own right. So there.

Consideration of our popes of recent memory illustrates the difficulty even true believers face in making these prophecies stick. "Shepherd and sailor" is said to apply to Pope John XXIII because he hailed from Venice, a port city. "Flower of flowers" is claimed to fit Pope Paul VI because of the fleur-de-lis on his coat of arms. Pope John Paul I, "of the half moon," is said to have been elected on a night when there was a half-moon in the sky. "From the labor of the sun" is a stretch for Pope John Paul II, who came from the East (Poland), from which the sun rises. Pope Benedict XVI is "the glory of the Olive"; the Benedictine order (of which Pope Benedict was never a member) was once known as the Olivetans.

Which brings us to Pope No. 112, "Peter the Roman." Here, St. Malachy and/or the forgers give us a full-blown prophecy:

In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit Peter the Roman, who will pasture his sheep in many tribulations, and when these things are finished, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the dreadful judge will judge his people. The End.

Now if only it were that simple. A cursory scan of the list of papal electors reveal several cardinals whose names include Peter, Pierre, or Pedro, all of whom would qualify as "Roman" by the simple fact they are prelates of the Church of Rome. (And if the cardinals were to buy into the Prophecy of St. Malachy but wish to forestall the destruction of Rome - "the city of seven hills" - and the Final Judgment for as long as possible, they might want to consider selecting the youngest and healthiest Peter among them. I'm just sayin'.)

We can rest assured that the cardinal-electors won't be giving these so-called "prophecies" as much as a fleeting thought in their deliberations. This forgery didn't sway the conclave in 1595, and it won't be a factor in 2013, either. I'd even be willing to wager on that - if it were not an excommunicable offense.

Gerald Korson is a career Catholic journalist with more than 30 years' experience as an editor and writer, including nine years as editor of Our Sunday Visitor national newsweekly (1998-2007). In addition to OSV, he has been published in numerous Catholic print and online journals including The Catholic Answer, Lay Witness, This Rock, Columbia, The Catholic Voice, Catholic San Francisco, The Montana Catholic, Extension, Catholic Almanac, Mercatornet, Catholic Pulse, and Catholic Online. He and his wife, the parents of 11 children, make their home in Indiana.

What is the prophecy of St. Malachy?
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By Joseph McHugh, August 2013
Some say Pope Francis’ election signals the end of the world. Is it the vision of a 12th-century saint, or the work of a false prophet?

No sooner did our new pontiff announce his name as Francis than some “prophecy experts” took to the airwaves, claiming that the new pope is “Peter the Roman,” the fulfillment of the “prophecy of St. Malachy” that this will be the final pope and the end of the world.

Despite the new pope being an Argentine cardinal who chose Francis as his papal name, doomsday believers have tried to salvage the prophecy by arguing that Jorge Mario Bergoglio has Peter somewhere in his birth name and that Pope Francis really is a Roman, since his parents are Italian immigrants who moved to Argentina.

I know from my own Irish family background that many Catholics take these prophecies very seriously. My grandmother, steeped in Irish-American Catholic culture, worried that the successor to Pius XII would choose the name Peter, signaling the end of the world. Throughout history someone is always predicting doomsday, but the hype about Malachy is, as they say, a bunch of malarkey.
The real Malachy was an Irish saint who lived from 1094 to 1148. His alleged prophecies, however, were not discovered until around 1590. The legend goes that Malachy experienced a vision in which he was given insight into popes past, present, and future, and that he recorded this vision as a series of cryptic verses. The prophecies were quite accurate up to about 1590 (conveniently the point at which they were found), but then became rather vague, lending credence to the theory that they are a 16th-century forgery.

Malachy’s predictions are contained in a list of 112 symbolic phrases supposedly representing a list of 112 popes in succession. Most likely, though, the prophecy was created as an attempt to influence the papal election of 1590 in favor of Cardinal Girolamo Simoncelli by having Malachy’s prophecy identify him as the next pope. But Simoncelli was not elected, and Niccolò Sfondrati, who took the name Gregory XIV, was.

Prophecy supporters have already claimed that number 111 on the list, the “Glory of the Olive,” is Benedict XVI because the Benedictines have a branch called the Olivetans, though Benedict himself is not an Olivetan. The prophecy goes on to say of the supposed final pope: “In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit Peter the Roman, who will pasture his sheep in many tribulations, and when these things are finished, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the dreadful judge will judge his people. The End.”

Papal historian Anura Guruge says that despite using the name of St. Malachy, the prophecy isn’t worth paying attention to. “The fact is that Malachy is a Catholic saint, so some Catholics attribute magical or spiritual qualities to [the vision]. What they don’t tend to grasp is that more than likely, the entire thing is a forgery.”

This article appeared in the September 2013 issue of U.S. Catholic (Vol. 78, No. 9, page 46).
(This one was sent to me by quite a few Catholics who were greatly troubled by it –Michael)

12 Prophecies That Indicate Trouble Ahead for Papacy
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How to respond if Pope Francis is the False Prophet

By Dr. Kelly Bowring, author of the bestseller The Secrets, Chastisement, and Triumph and of The Signs of the Times
March 13, 2014, Two Hearts Press LLC (www.TwoHeartsPress.com). 
I think Pope Francis is the Pope who fulfills the apocalyptic prophecy during the period relating to the last Pope of the Malachy prophecy. There simply is no more room for another Pope according to this prophecy before the final events unfold. A year ago, after examining the credible heavenly prophecies of our times and their relation to the election of the new Pope, I wrote an article* explaining that it was “plausible” (seems reasonable, but not yet certain) that the prophecies might be true concerning their declaration that Pope Francis is the False Prophet. *The one of March 2013, earlier reproduced)
Today, a year into his pontificate, mounting evidence of credible heavenly prophecy and of Pope Francis’ own actions, teachings and unfolding agenda that aligns with the prophecy have me now thinking it is not only plausible, but also even “possible” he is the False Prophet… it is quite possible.

+++

As a Catholic theologian, I say this with great trepidation, and I ask the reader to hear me out before drawing your own conclusion. It is apparent to faithful Catholics today, and more and more so as the past year progressed, that some of Pope Francis’ actions and teachings have raised legitimate and serious concerns. This article asks you to look at the disconcerting actions and statements of Pope Francis and the “Francis effect” in the light of the potentially related prophecies about him. Of course, time will make things clearer as to his plans and agenda, as he moves beyond his now famous rhetoric toward implementation. So for now, I withhold any conclusions, instead giving Pope Francis the benefit of the doubt, always remaining obedient to the Church as a faithful Catholic theologian. But, alert and investigative I shall remain, and I think that if he is a valid Pope, and the prophecies are wrong and his disturbing rhetoric is just for effect, he will be glad for my vigilance on behalf of the Church (emphases mine -Michael).

Nevertheless, it is incumbent upon me to present to you the reader some of the reasons that have led me to this current supposition. First, I will present the credible heavenly prophecies about the False Prophet, then what to expect from the False Prophet according to the prophecies, and finally how Catholics should respond to the possibility and growing concern that Pope Francis might be the False Prophet.

I. Credible Biblical and Heavenly Prophecies Related to the False Prophet (all emphases theirs, from here on)
Here are twelve sources of prophecy related to the False Prophet:

1. In the Book of Revelation, the False Prophet is mentioned as the Beast from the earth “like a lamb” who becomes the religious head of the false church. The False Prophet “deceives those who dwell on earth”. It is important to recognize that the False Prophet will be the greatest deceiver to ever live on earth, the epitome of a wolf in sheep’s clothing, pretending perfectly to be that which he is not. By this, he will lead many of the faithful into heresy, and he will eventually cause the earth to honor and worship the Antichrist (Rev. 13:12). The Catechism confirms, saying: Before Christ’s second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith of many believers… in the form of a religious deception which will be one of apostasy.  (CCC 675)
2. Objectively and of significant note, we are on the last Pope of this age according to the famous St. Malachy prophecy. St. Malachy was a twelfth century Saint whose prophecies concerned the final Pope of our time, the Pope who will reign after Pope Benedict XVI, stating about him:

In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city (Rome) will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge will judge the people.

So, what does this prophecy tell us? It tells us that during the reign of Pope Francis (during the period of the 112th pope of the prophecy), we will endure the final persecution. It is not in the future, but right now. And that Rome is about to be destroyed. This also agrees with the La Salette prophecy (see below). Of the 112 Popes in the Malachy prophecy, the last pope listed, Petrus Romanus, is the only one that did not have a number. Why would all the other popes have a number except the last pope? Is this a hint about his invalidity? Possibly. So, “Peter the Roman” does not refer to the “sitting” earthly Pope; it is not Pope Francis, but possibly someone else? More on this later. And the prophecy also tells us the Judge is returning in this generation to initiate judgment, possibly to usher in the great new Era of Peace that Our Lady of Fatima foretold.

3. Our Lady of La Salette prophesied about the latter times:

Rome will lose the faith and become the seat of the antichrist… all the universe will be struck with terror, and many will let themselves be misled. 
The Church will be eclipsed… 
Melanie (the visionary) stated that Our Lady said the Church will be “eclipsed” in this two-fold sense: 1) “that one will not know which is the true Pope”; 2) “for a time, the holy Sacrifice will cease to be offered (validly) in churches.”
4. Our Lady reportedly stated through Fr. Gobbi:

I will bring you to the full understanding of Sacred Scripture. Above all, I will read to you the pages of its last book, which you are living. . . I am opening for you the sealed book, that the secrets contained in it may be revealed…
So, according to this prophecy, our generation will indeed experience the final battle of the Book of Revelation, and the beginning of the millennium of peace. So, these events are upon us even now.

Relating the False Prophet to the Book of Revelation, Our Lady continues through Fr. Gobbi, saying:

There comes out of the earth, by way of aid to the black beast which arises out of the sea, a beast which has two horns like those of a lamb… intimately connected to that of the priesthood… The beast with the two horns like a lamb indicates Freemasonry infiltrated into the interior of the Church, that is to say, ecclesiastical Masonry, which has spread especially among the members of the hierarchy. This Masonic infiltration, in the interior of the Church, was already foretold to you by me at Fatima, when I announced to you that Satan would enter in even to the summit of the Church. The task of ecclesiastical Masonry is that of destroying Christ and His Church, building a new idol, namely a false christ and a false church.
The Church will know the hour of its great apostasy. The man of iniquity will penetrate into its interior and will sit in the very Temple of God, while the remnant which will remain faithful will be subjected to the greatest trials and persecutions.
The apostasy will be, as of then, generalized because almost all will follow the false christ and the false church. Then the door will be open for the appearance of the man or of the very person of the Antichrist!
5. There is a famous prophecy attributed to St. Francis, as follows:

At the time of this tribulation a man, not (authentically) canonically elected, will be raised to the Pontificate, who, by his cunning, will endeavor to draw many into error… There will be such diversity of opinions and schisms among the people… for in those days Jesus Christ will send them not a true Pastor, but a destroyer.
The only way Pope Francis could fulfill this prophecy, if it is true, is if he personally held a (secret) heresy in his heart at his election. Then he would not have been validly elected. If not validly elected, then he is “a destroyer” and the papacy would be vacant, with an imposter on the throne of Peter – which is at least possible.

Perhaps that’s why Our Lady of Good Success said in 1611 about our time by name that it would be a time of an apparent triumph of Satan, which will bring enormous sufferings to the good Pastors of the Church and to the faithful. Thus, the faithful were to “clamor insistently, imploring our Celestial Father that He might bring to an end those Ominous times, sending to this Church the Prelate who will restore the spirit of its priests.”
6. Bl. Catherine Emmerich prophesied:

I had another vision of the great tribulation. It seems to me that a concession was demanded from the clergy which could not be granted (perhaps forcing them to give Communion to divorced/remarrieds and blessings to gay unions)… It was as if people were splitting into two camps… 
I saw also the relationship between THE TWO POPES… I saw how baleful (harmful) would be the consequences of this false church… I saw that the Church of Peter was undermined by a plan evolved by the secret sect… They built a large, singular, extravagant church which was to embrace all creeds with equal rights: Evangelicals, Catholics, and all denominations, a true communion of the unholy with one shepherd and one flock… I saw the fatal consequences of this counterfeit church: I saw it increase; I saw heretics of all kinds…
When the (true) Church had been for the most part destroyed, and when only the sanctuary and altar were still standing, I saw the wreckers enter the Church with the Beast (antichrist)… I see the Holy Father in great anguish. He lives in a palace other than before… I saw a strange church being built against every rule… the new heterodox Church of Rome… Everything was being done, according to human reason. I saw all sorts of people, things, doctrines, and opinions. There was something proud, presumptuous, and violent about it, and they seemed to be very successful…. The (true) Church is completely isolated and as if completely deserted. It seems that everyone is running away. Everywhere I see great misery, hatred, treason, rancor, confusion and utter blindness. O city! O city! What is threatening thee? The storm is coming, do be watchful!
[I also saw the various regions of the earth. My Guide (Jesus) named Europe and pointing to a small and sandy region, He uttered these words: ‘Here is Prussia (East Germany), the enemy.’ Then He showed me another place, to the north, and He said: ‘This is Moskva, the land of Moscow, bringing many evils’.] To read more on the prophecies of Russia and the coming second wave of communism, see this article**. 
**What Is Russia Up To? Where Will It Lead? ROME WILL FALL

http://twoheartspress.com/blog/what-is-russia-up-to-where-will-it-lead/ March 2, 2014
7. Pedro Regis, whose reported messages have his Bishop’s published recognition, reports Our Lady saying:

The day will come when the (true) Pope will be taken from his throne… Laws will be passed to impede the action of the church… 
In the great final battle, the smoke of the Devil will arise in the house of God, but the light of the Lord will prevail… the lack of love for the truth and the disrespect for the sacraments will lead many of the consecrated to the abyss of apostasy… The future of the Church will be marked with a great division and a sad religious dictatorship. Peter will encounter Judas in his way… Betrayal will touch the throne of Peter… A decision will be made and there will be great confusion in the palace (the Vatican)… The future will be marked by divisions and scandals in the Church of my Jesus… 
Treachery will touch the throne of Peter… marked by a serious conflict between the true Church and the false one. 
St. Peter will direct his barque amidst great tempests. The Barque of St. Peter is going to flounder, and there is going to be great confusion… 
An apparently good and just man will appear. He will deceive many people, for he will realize great prodigies. He will come FROM THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE and many people will consider him as a savior. Pay attention and don’t be deceived… 
There will be TWO THRONES, but only on one will be the true successor of Peter… an arrogant Pope will divide the Church. His orders will be obeyed and what is precious will be thrown out. A great spiritual confusion is on the way… the one who could have been Peter will become Judas. He will open the doors for the enemy and will make men and women of faith suffer… The church will be without Peter… a war will explode on Rome and there will be few survivors.
Listen to the true magisterium of the Church and flee from the lies of the devil.
8. Our Lady of Akita stated about these times:

The work of the devil will infiltrate even into the Church in such a way that one will see cardinals opposing cardinals, and bishops against other bishops. The priests who venerate me will be scorned and opposed by their Confreres. The churches and altars will be sacked. The Church will be full of those who accept compromises and the demon will press many priests and consecrated souls to leave the service of the Lord. 
9. Sr. Elena Aiello (d. 1961), who was declared Blessed on September 14, 2011 by Pope Benedict XVI, prophesied the following:

Russia will march upon all the nations of Europe, particularly Italy, and will raise her flag over the Dome of St. Peter’s. Italy will be severely tried by a great revolution, and Rome will be purified in blood for its many sins, especially those of impurity! … Oh, what a horrible vision I see! A great revolution is going on in Rome! They are entering the Vatican. The Pope is all alone; he is praying. They are holding the Pope. They take him by force. 
10. Jesus reportedly prophesied through Servant of God Luisa Piccarreta saying:

The nations for which I had a predilection, Italy and France, are the ones which have denied Me the most… They will also be the ones which will wage war more against the Church… 
Man has lost religion. Religion is ignored by some of the very ones who call themselves religious… this is why man lives like a beast – he has lost religion…
The Church is so full of interior bitterness, and in addition to the interior bitterness, She is about to receive exterior bitternesses. I saw people starting a revolution, entering churches, stripping altars and burning them, making attempts on the lives of priests, breaking statues… and a thousand other insults and evils… there seemed to be a general uproar against the Church… I saw many priests running away from the Church and turning against the Church to wage war against her. (Jesus says this happened because they focused on human and worldly things, which in turn hardened their hearts to divine things.) 
Jesus speaks further about the religious, priests, and enemies of the Church, saying: In the religious, in the clergy, in those who call themselves Catholics, My Will not only agonizes, but is kept in a state of lethargy, as if It had no life. How many pretend to be my children, while they are my fiercest enemies! These false sons are usurpers, self-interested and incredulous; their hearts are bilges of vice. These very sons will be the first to wage war against the Church – they will try to kill their own Mother! Soon they will make war against the Church, and Her greatest enemies will be Her own children…
The more it seems that the world is apparently at peace and they sing the praises of peace, the more they hide wars, revolutions and tragic scenes for poor humanity, under that ephemeral and disguised peace. And the more it seems that they favor my Church, singing hymns of victories and triumphs, and practices of union between the State and the Church, the nearer is the brawl that they are preparing against Her. 
11. Prophecies from past centuries also give some clues as to what to expect, stating:

John of the Cleft Rock (14th Century) prophesied: Towards the end of the world… the Pope with his cardinals will have to flee Rome in tragic circumstances to a place where they will be unknown. The Pope will die a cruel death in his exile. The sufferings of the Church will be much greater than at any previous time in her history… About the year 2000 A.D., Antichrist will reveal himself to the world.
Joachim of Fiore prophesied: Antichrist will overthrow the pope and usurp his see.
Premol (5th century) prophesied about the two sides divided and the fleeing Pope of the latter times:

Everywhere there is war! Peoples and nations are pitted against each other… Rome also collapses in tumult. And I see the King of Rome with his Cross and his Tiara, shaking the dust off his shoes, and hastening in his flight to other shores. Your Church, O Lord, is torn apart by her own children. One camp is faithful to the fleeing Pontiff, the other is subject to the new government of Rome which has broken the Tiara.
We are warned about how we will be treated! So why should we fight? Because God has called us to be His watchmen (see Ezekiel 33). Should we be surprised that the evil one would react this way towards us after we expose him and his hidden plans? May God guide us in His truth and mercy according to His Divine Will.

With all these prophecies about the False Prophet antipope, who then is the “Peter the Roman” of St. Malachy’s prophecy, who is supposedly currently reigning as the final pope of this era? Well, the prophetic messages of Pedro Regis, who has his Bishop’s recognition, have stated that this is none other than St. Peter spiritually reigning over the Church now from Heaven, because according to their prophecies, the earthly papacy is now vacant, held by an imposter. Whether this is true or not, I do not know, but it is possible. Time will tell. Some may interject at this point that Catholics are not required to believe in private revelation, but I ask you – Do you think God would be pleased with an outright dismissal of His prophetic word just because it makes us uncomfortable. Are not these prophecies founded in Scripture anyway? And didn’t St. Paul say regarding prophecy that we are to “test everything and hold fast to what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21) and Urban VIII say about reported prophecy that “It is better to believe than not to believe”?

12. The writing is on the wall and the finger of God put it there. If all these prophecies relate to Pope Francis, as is possible, then the prophecies of a martyred pope, as referred to in the famous St. John Bosco dream and in the 3rd Secret of Fatima and Pius X’s prophecy of a pope leaving the Vatican in haste who dies cruelly in exile, could then be referring to Pope Emeritus Benedict. Several recent Popes have prophesied about one of their successors:

According to St. Pius X’s prophecy:

I have seen one of my successors, of the same name, who was fleeing over the bodies of his brethren. He will take refuge in some hiding place; but after a brief respite, he will die a cruel death.
Does this prophecy refer to Pope Emeritus Benedict? Quite likely! St. Pius X prophesied that the Pope who flees Rome and dies a cruel death has the same name as his. Pius X and Benedict XVI both have the same given name of Joseph.

Thus, Benedict might be the “Bishop in white” who is martyred in the 3rd Secret of Fatima and the Pope who is martyred in John Bosco’s dream.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger stated about the 3rd Secret of Fatima and thus in general about these prophesies: The vision speaks of dangers and how we might be saved from them. In other words, these are warnings and are at least in part conditional. Nevertheless, the prophecies of the False Prophet and the Antichrist in the Book of Revelation shall be fulfilled, including that they will be thrown alive into the fiery pool (Revelation 19:20).

On May 11, 2010, while traveling on a plane to Portugal, Pope Benedict XVI was asked about the Third Secret of Fatima the pope answered, stating, “The sufferings of the Church come precisely from within the Church, from sins that exist in the Church.” Further, on May 13, 2010, before 500,000 pilgrims at Fatima, he stated, “Whoever thinks that the prophetic mission of Fatima is over, is deceiving himself.” He had also stated after becoming pope, “Pray that I don’t flee for fear of the wolves.” And just before becoming Pope, John Paul II famously stated: “We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical confrontation humanity has gone through. I do not think that wide circles of American society or wide circles of the Christian community realize this fully. We are now facing the final confrontation between the Church and the anti-Church, of the Gospel versus the anti-Gospel.” Just a few years before this, Pope Paul VI had told the world: “The tail of the devil is functioning in the disintegration of the Catholic world. The darkness of Satan has entered and spread throughout the Catholic Church even to its summit. Apostasy, the loss of the faith, is spreading throughout the world and into the highest levels within the Church.”
Interestingly, St. Faustina wrote in her diary that her “worst day of suffering” where she felt as if she was in Gethsemane (where Jesus was betrayed by Judas) was the SAME EXACT DAY POPE FRANCIS WAS BORN. She writes:

December 17, [1936].  I have offered this day for priests.  I have suffered more today than ever before, both interiorly and exteriorly.  I did not know it was possible to suffer so much in one day.  I tried to make a Holy Hour, in the course of which my spirit had a taste of the bitterness of the Garden of Gethsemane.
II. What to Expect from the False Prophet According to the Prophecies
Here are seven “signs” of the False Prophet to watch out for:

1. Parades (False) Humility with Masterful Deception: Evil is pride masked as humility while masquerading. Every “humble” thing he does will be intentionally broadcast through the media, and he will claim to just be a normal humble person while his campaigns will show him to be a shameless exhibitionist. This propaganda will be exploited to raise his own popularity and seeming egalitarianism. Instead of defending the Faith, he will seek to impress the world’s Catholics by his actions and teachings. His performance of humility will not only be used to denigrate Benedict XVI and the rest of his predecessors, but to portray Benedict XVI as some uncharitable hardline traditionalist. If this occurs in the current pontificate, then we will start to see two sides dividing: Francis Catholics vs. Benedict Catholics.

He will not be who he appears to be, as the False Prophet he will be one of the greatest deceivers in human history, thus he will appear even perfectly to be the opposite of what he is, even more so than if he was really who he appears to be. Thus, he will come across playing his part more perfectly than a real Pope would, at least at first. All other Popes will be shown to have been less than they should have been, in the light of who he pretends to be. He will appear to be a Pope of Popes.

But, his inconsistency with tradition and veiled self-promotion will be one of the “signs” of pretension that he is the False Prophet.

2. Displays Unexplainable Charisma and Achieves Quick Global Influence: Unexplainably and immediately loved by the world and the media, with an unprecedented colossal popularity, where no matter what he says or does, it will only be interpreted one way, he will engage in double speak (speaking to both sides at the same time, out of both sides of his mouth) thereby intentionally causing confusion for the faithful. He will be treated like a living saint. Such a force will accompany him that not one word out of his mouth will be questioned. After some time, he will also appear to have supernatural gifts and people will believe he can perform miracles. Anyone who opposes him will be criticized and considered a heretic (the very opposite of what is true). All such souls accused of being heretics will be ridiculed and belittled, and even persecuted.

Example of his double speaking might be like this: “Of course we know that marriage is traditionally between a man and a woman, and so it shall remain; but we must also be tolerant and compassionate to those in same sex unions, who have (legal) rights as well. In today’s world, we must meet the people where they are; and who are we to judge anyway; thus, we shall require priests to grant them a blessing from the Church for the good of all.”
3. Utilizes the Law of Gradualness (and Popular Support) to Thwart Any Opposition: The hidden agenda of the False Prophet will be to move step by step, always in two directions simultaneously (in the direction of seeming to respect Church teaching and in the direction of altering it seemingly for a good reason), such that the changes that will occur will be minor enough that the faithful will not be aroused or alarmed sufficiently to see beyond the apparent good will of the Pope. As such it will be too difficult to mount a clear defensive to stop him. By way of small almost imperceptible steps – whereby the updating of Church teaching becomes modernizing becomes actual change becomes heresy – with a progression that is ever so cunning that it becomes unstoppable, and in such a way that it is even defended by the faithful who are not aware of the deception and the agenda that is unfolding because of its gradual nature and the double-speak that surrounds it.

4. Projects Openness to Doctrinal Revision and Sets Course for Apostasy: The False Prophet will mislead the Church into heresy, which is discussed as the first seal of the Book of Revelation, when the truth faith will be twisted, when the Church is presented with a new watered down doctrine. Ask yourself: Is Pope Francis taking steps that are possibly laying the groundwork for changes to doctrine and morality, even to the emergence of a one-world religion? If he is the False Prophet, Francis will not simply commit occasional theological mistakes in his rhetoric, but instead, he will move more and more toward openly professing a false faith, thus demonstrating that the faith he holds and professes is false, showing himself to be a heretical anti-pope, and confusing many by portraying the true Faith with a secretly false faith. He will also come up with a solution to unite all churches as one. Hailed as a modern innovator, he will be applauded by the secular world because he will condone sin. He will bring in new laws, which will, not only contradict the teachings (morality and doctrine) of the Catholic Church, but which will go against all Christian laws. This does not mean it will be easy for all to see, for he will use cleverly-crafted reasons, couched in a soft gentle manner, to blind many from the Truth. Every liberal bishop and theologian will have the ear of this Pope, and his praise. These Church leaders will also talk in double-speak in their efforts to undermine Catholic doctrine – their words of love and their quotes from Holy Scripture will be used only to deceive us, and they will scheme to make various reckless and confusing statements to the public – and in turn the False Prophet Pope will laud them as innovators. 
As this occurs, it will be required for all faithful Catholics to choose whose side they are on, or they will find themselves on the wrong side by default! Unfortunately, many will embrace their false leaders’ lies and laxities rather than face the challenges of the Truth. St. Robert Bellarmine stated: “It is granted to (only a) few to recognize the true Church amid the darkness of so many schisms and heresies, and to fewer still to love the truth, which they have seen, as to fly to its embrace.”
Thus, many of the faithful will be misled. Divisions will ensue. Then the False Prophet will prepare for the Antichrist to rule the new one-world religion, and together they will work to deceive all of God’s people. But the true Church shall not be prevailed against. The truth of Revelation as handed down to us in the Church through Scripture (the Bible) and Tradition (the Catechism) cannot be changed. And we may never do evil (like changing morality or discounting doctrine), even for a good reason. The sure “sign” of heresy and of the False Prophet is the changing of any doctrine, for any reason, even a cleverly disguised reason such as for the sake of (false) mercy, compassion, or unity – as exemplified by the following three examples currently being discussed around the Vatican:

- False mercy in granting Communion (without valid annulment) to Catholic couples who are divorced and civilly remarried, even though they are in the state of adultery

Bible Verse: “Whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) and marries another commits adultery.” Matthew 19:9

Catechism Citation: “The Church maintains that a new union cannot be recognized as valid, if the first marriage was. If the divorced are remarried civilly, they find themselves in a situation that objectively contravenes God’s law. Consequently, they cannot receive Eucharistic communion as long as this situation persists.” CCC 1650

- False compassion and excessive tolerance in requiring priests to grant a Church “blessing” to gay unions, even as a means to avoid discrimination

Bible Verses: “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, not adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the greedy, not drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9 RSVCE

“Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.” Romans 1:26-27

Catechism Citations: “Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of grave depravity, tradition has always declared that ‘homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered.’ They are contrary to the natural law. They close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved… [Even] this inclination is objectively disordered.” CCC 2357-8

“The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring.” CCC 1601

“‘God himself is the author of marriage.’ The vocation to marriage is written in the very nature of man and woman as they came from the hand of the Creator.” CCC 1603

“Holy Scripture affirms that man and woman were created for one another… ‘So they are no longer two, but one flesh.’” CCC 1605

- False unity (ecumenism) in allowing non-Catholics to Communion in the Catholic Church through doctrinal compromise or revision and through changes to the Sacraments themselves

Bible Verse: “Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body and blood of the Lord. A person should examine himself, and so eat the bread and drink the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body (accepting all the doctrine of the Church and being in a state of grace in full communion with the Church), eats and drinks judgment on himself.” 1 Corinthians 11:27-29

Catechism Citations: “Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to communion.”  CCC 1385

Those who receive the Eucharist must “have the required dispositions.” (CCC 1388) They must be in full communion with the Catholic Church, accept all the doctrines of the Church’s Tradition, and be in a state of grace.

“Ecclesial communities derived from the Reformation and separated from the Catholic Church, ‘have not preserved the proper reality of the Eucharistic mystery in its fullness, especially because of the absence of the sacrament of Holy Orders.’ It is for this reason that, for the Catholic Church, Eucharistic intercommunion with these communities is not possible.” CCC 1400

Those who receive the Eucharist must “give evidence of holding the Catholic faith regarding these sacraments (including the Real Presence) and possess the required dispositions.” CCC 1401

Our Church is more and more under attack – from without and from within. What we will see is an attempt to fundamentally transform the Catholic Church, even from within her hierarchy. Is this not the very “doctrines of demons and pretensions of liars” that St. Paul warned would be sanctioned in the latter times (1 Timothy 4:1-2, 2 Timothy 3:1-5)? And if so, make no other conclusion, the wrath of God will indeed be directed against those who suppress the truth (Romans 1:18). Perhaps that can also be said toward anyone who suppresses the heavenly messages contained in these prophecies as well.
5. Instigates Divisions and Wars Secretly: The False Prophet will guide the Church to be caught up in revolutionary wars and internal divisions leading to a falsification of the Christian Faith so as to create a new religion fashioned in humanism, not Revelation, according to man’s ways, not God’s. Such wars are discussed as the second seal of the Book of Revelation, which will set the stage for the rise of the Antichrist who will come to power as a false peacemaker with his deceptively loving humane exterior. Be on your guard. Through his despicable deceit, the Antichrist will be seen as the messenger of love, peace, and harmony in the world. He will show a façade of charm, with seeming compassion and love for all. At this point, the False Prophet will be pushed to one side for a time, because the Antichrist will now enter the world stage, as foretold. When you hear the media reports of the new, promising, skilled, peace negotiator, you will know who he is. He will be a very close ally of the False Prophet and is under no illusion as to who he is. The whole world will then fall under his spell. He will confuse many and tell people that all things are good, when they are bad, and holy, when they are not. He will shield and promote the wolves that want to devour the souls of God’s children; but true believers will know who he is.

6. Supports the New World Order and One-World Currency: The False Prophet will give over his mesmerizing global worldwide influence to the man of lawlessness who will arise as a (false) peacemaker to end the global war that is soon coming and to assist him in establishing the new-world order, which is discussed in Chapter 13 of the Book of Revelation. And the Antichrist will control humanity through the new one-world currency and the mark of the beast. Then the persecution led by the New World Alliance will commence. We must take courage and be ready to receive some blows for the Truth. As Benedict XVI recently said: “The courage of the truth is, in my eyes, a criterion of the first order of sainthood” in these times.
7. Assists in The Great Persecution: These two persons, the Antichrist and the False Prophet, are under the direction of Satan, and will bring all humanity to the brink of destruction. Persecution will evolve slowly and be subtle at first, following the law of gradualness. The False Prophet and the Antichrist will work in unison, in order to bring about desolation upon the world, which will result after the abomination in the Catholic Church has been fulfilled. All truth regarding Christ’s teachings will be twisted. Everything will be a lie.

The False Prophet, who will head up the shell of the Catholic Church on earth, will order mankind to worship the human leader of the Antichrist rather than God (Rev. 13:14-15). Then, the Sacraments will only truly be available from those priests (and other Christian clergy) who remain loyal to Christ and to the truths of the Faith. The problem is that those who side with the Antichrist and the False Prophet will be seen to be doing great good in the world, while those who follow the Laws of God will be demonized and sought out and persecuted. The Two Witnesses, the Catholic Church and the House of Israel, will testify against the false christ and the false church, and they will be persecuted, both externally and from within. A time will come when it seems both have been destroyed. But God will intervene, and they will rise again to form the New Heaven and the New Earth.
III. How Catholics Should Respond to the Possibility that Pope Francis might be the False Prophet
Catholics believe that by the will and teaching of Christ, the Magisterium of the Church is protected with the charism of infallibility such that by the power of Holy Spirit the Pope cannot ever err in his official teaching on matters of faith and morals. The true Church will never err in faith and morals. As Catholics, we know this is true. So let no one tamper or interfere with the Word of God.

On the other hand, if a Pope personally embraces a heresy (false doctrine or immorality), even in secret, then he is de facto no longer Pope. So then, if a Pope teaches a false doctrine (or changes doctrine), then this is the sure “sign” he is not a valid Pope, as I have addressed in my recent book: The Signs of the Times. In such a case, his teachings should not be obeyed and he should not be followed. Faithful Catholics must be attuned to this possibility, especially given the heavenly prophecies related to this and given the serious concerns Pope Francis continues to raise, as well as the path he seems to be leaning toward. But, due to our required obedience to the Magisterium, we cannot decide exclusively for ourselves whether he is in heresy and thus invalid. We must wait until the Church’s otherwise highest authority (like Pope Emeritus Benedict) declares it so and presents the clearest evidence.

But people are already asking how they should respond to the possibility that Pope Francis might be the False Prophet? Here are six ways, as follows:

1. Remain obedient and vigilant. In conscience, heart, mind, and will – remain obedient to Pope Francis, and consider him a valid Pope – for the time being. Know that the Church’s Magisterium shall remain infallible, though not in the False Prophet and his lies, whoever he is. Anyone who supports gay unions, birth control/contraception, abortion or euthanasia, women priests, watered-down doctrine and other heresies must be avoided.

And given Pope Francis’ track record in light of the growing evidence of prophecy, we should stop praising him and his troubling actions; while standing loyally with him (for now) as Pope; praying for him; and asking for clarification, while remaining vigilant for the good of souls and the Church. We desire nothing more than to be faithful to the Pope. We must also see our way through this moment with solid reasoning and faith. This situation now requires a determined vigilance.

2. Remain alert and investigative. Don’t bury your head in the sand and hope it will all blow over. Given both the prophecies and the Pope’s track record of troubling statements, it is permitted and even proper given these circumstances to be evaluative and even somewhat critical of Pope Francis’ actions and teachings. As Catholics, it is permitted to consider the possibility that he may be the False Prophet, while not yet concluding it. Thus, at this point, it is not helpful to excessively praise everything he says and does, mistakenly thinking that this will make you a better or more faithful Catholic in the process. Instead, we should look at what he is saying and doing with a critical eye of reason, as the times call for it, while keeping our faith intact. Indeed, this situation that is brewing may scandalize us. But, let us recall St. Thomas Aquinas who quotes Gregory saying: “If people are scandalized at the truth, it is better to allow the birth of scandal, than to abandon the truth.” Remember, suspicion does not mean a conclusion of guilt, only the possibility of guilt, and thus the need for an investigation. And, as far as what we should do, just share these prophecies and papal concerns – “The truth is like a lion. You don’t have to defend it. Just let it loose. It will defend itself,” says St. Augustine. So be watchmen of the Church’s morals and doctrine and ambassadors of these heavenly prophecies. For a time still, even if things get worse, do not be surprised if even good Bishops and theologians are confused and misdirected in their leanings and enthusiasms. Soon enough, if things are as prophesy indicates, they will become clearer to them and to large numbers of the faithful. Be patient and persevering.

3. Remain United in the truth of Christ. What happened to – let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no’? We will not allow our faith to be tampered with; we know our doctrines and morals are irrefutable and unchangeable. Even if some of the leaders of the Church want to change us (and Christ) or leave us (and Christ) behind – wanting to split us and divide us, we will not be divisive. If these prophecies are fulfilled (as it is evidently headed), then we shall not be dividing from the Church, but they from us. All that we need to do is stay right where we’ve always been in the truth of the Church’s faith and doctrine. Where the true Church will remain. Governed by the Word of God in the Catechism and the Bible, along with the true Magisterium.

Will there be backlash for this article, probably. Will it be fierce, possibly? Why am I writing it? The fact is that Satan hopes to poison our minds towards the Lord’s prophecies and keep the veil over our eyes concerning the unfolding of his plans. We must realize this and try not to succumb to the evil one’s plan to divide us and to use each other to attack the other. He will turn one against the other. He will create doubts and divisions. It is clear that we must prepare for spiritual battles that will pour a terrible deluge of hatred not only upon these heavenly messages but also toward those who promote them. We must not allow these attacks to stop us. I recommend that we respond by ignoring these attacks, and that we move forward and give the world these heavenly messages as quickly as we can. Many, when presented with these messages, will feel a compunction to listen to them, as we do, and they will then be given graces to see the Truth of revelation and the truth of events as they unfold.

Remember, you do not have to follow anyone who is preaching heresy (moral or doctrinal errors). There is a deceitful schism developing in the main body of the Church between Catholics who want to overthrow the Church’s teachings and doctrine and the faithful remnant who don’t. Those who promote apostasy, not the faithful who remain true to doctrine, will cause the new schism. When they go too far, if this is Pope Francis’ real agenda, then we will have to look to the “worthy Shepherd” of Benedict XVI to extricate the error and restore to the Church to its beauty (as Bl. Tomasuccio de Foligno prophesied a Pope would do). As to the rest, leave all to the Lord’s will.

4. Remain charitable. You will respond one way or another to the information in this article, by acknowledgment or disagreement. If you consider the possibility that these prophecies might be true, then spread this article. God does not give His prophecy to the few open-minded faithful only, but to all the faithful. He wants His revelation shared and spread, to anyone who will listen and respond. And realize that many, especially at this point, will not yet agree. They will not be able to see or consider the situation, yet. Do not try to argue your perspective. Present the information. Pray for discernment. Pray for the Pope and the Church, for true mercy, compassion, and unity. Let us pray for one another and for unity in the truth. Time will make things more clear one way or another. Pope Francis is either the False Prophet, which is a real possibility, or he is not, and someone else is. It is either going in this direction, or it is not, and criticism of this message won’t change it. If it is going in that direction, you will be glad God informed you through His prophecies beforehand anyway, even if you initially rejected them.

5. Remain hopeful. God is in control, and the events of these times are in His Providence. Remember that God brings good out of all things for those who love Him (Romans 8:28). And He foretold these things through Daniel and St. John in the Bible and through many heavenly prophecies, so that we would have courage as the events unfold and so that we would recognize that He wants us to respond with hope and faith in Him. Fear is not from the Lord. Make our own Psalm 91: I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust’… I will not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day. Christ shall take care of us and our loved ones, and know that He has sent His Mother to assist us in a special way in these times.

6. Remain prayerful. Prayer is the only way to victory and peace. The prophecies of the False Prophet are close to fulfillment. According to the Book of Revelation, and these other prophecies, the False Prophet must be in place as the first seal in the Final Battle, even before the other seals of wars, famines, epidemics, the 1st seal of the great apostasy before the 2nd seal of the apocalyptic wars. 
The False Prophet will be the false Elijah, the false John the Baptist, who validates the rising anti-christ. Through his religious authority and global influence, he will help solidify the authority of the Antichrist. But, we in turn will assist in the defeat of the evil one. And to do this, we must pray. Pray, pray, pray!

It seems the last Pope of Malachy’s prophecy may be in place and the great apostasy is commencing soon. For those who have eyes to see, the final storm is rising. We must bear witness to the Truth of the prophecies foretold, even as painful as they are. One thing about prophecy – it is never easy to hear, much less accept. But, the fruits of prophecy are always what the Church needs and what God wills. Thus, John Paul II is encouraging us from above: “This is no time to be ashamed of the Gospel… It is the time to preach it from the rooftops.” Whether Francis is the False Prophet as various prophecy indicates specifically and much other prophecy alludes to, this is both plausible and possible, but time will tell. We must pray for the Catholic Church, including Pope Francis, that all will remain in the Truth of Jesus’ Revelation and of His death on the Cross. If you share or repost this article, please do so in its entirety. Couragio!

St. Malachy Predicted Pope Francis Will Be Last Pope

http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/st-malachy-predicted-pope-benedicts-successor-will-be-last-pope-190715001-237789421.html 
IrishCentral staff writers, April 24, 2015
The Irish St. Malachy made predictions for every pope from his day until the end of the world.  
The prophecies of the Irish saint Malachy, the 12th century bishop of Armagh, have thrilled and dismayed readers for centuries. He has stated there will be only one more pope after Benedict, and during his reign comes the end of the world. So Francis could be the last.
The prediction in full is "In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge will judge the people. The End.”
The father of the current pope was Peter or Pietro and was from Italy even though the family moved to Argentina.
In 1139, then Archbishop Malachy went to Rome from Ireland to give an account of his affairs. While there he received a strange vision about the future that included the name of every pope, 112 in all from his time, who would rule until the end of time. We are now at the second last prophecy.
His predictions are taken very seriously. As one report states: "In 1958, before the Conclave that would elect Pope John XXIII, Cardinal Spellman of New York hired a boat, filled it with sheep and sailed up and down the Tiber River, to show that he was "pastor et nautor," the motto attributed to the next Pope in the prophecies."
As for the prophecy concerning the 111th pope, Pope Benedict, the prophecy says of him, "Gloria Olivae," which means "the glory of the Olive." The Order of Saint Benedict is also known as the Olivetans, which many claim makes Malachy's prophecies correct. The next and final pope then should be "Peter Romanus."
St. Malachy gave an account of his visions to Pope Innocent II, but the document remained unknown in the Roman Archives until its discovery in 1590.
Many of the prophecies are spot on. For example, the one about Urban VIII is Lilium et Rosa (the lily and the rose). He was a native of Florence and on the arms of Florence figure a fleur-de-lis. 
Pope John Paul II is De labore Solis meaning "of the eclipse of the sun." Karol Wojtyla was born on May 18, 1920 during a solar eclipse.
Peregrinus apostolicus (pilgrim pope), which designates Pius VI, appears to be verified by his many journeys to new lands.
So will Benedict’s successor be the last pope? The Irish seer of the 12th century has said it will be so. Time will tell.
Bro. Ignatius Marys’ Faith and Spirituality Q&A site:
1. St. Malachy’s Prophecy of the Popes
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=923
February 26, 2008

Hey brother, can you tell me any Catholic info you have regarding this prophecy? I know we don't have to believe it to be saved, but what is the Catholic view on this prophecy??

This is different because it is from a SAINT, a person declared by the Church itself as holy, virtuous etc. If you had to take a wild guess, would you think this is the 2nd last pope?

Also please send any Catholic information you have on "the three days of darkness". Again, I understand there is no need of these things for salvation... but I'm just curious for some more info. -John 

Because St. Malachy is a Saint does not mean that his visions or prophecies are genuine. The issue of his private revelations are an issue apart and separate from the judgment about this Sainthood.

In any event, I think that most scholars believe that the prophecies attributed to St. Malachy are a hoax, a forgery.

Since the Church has not officially subscribed to this idea about the popes, I put no stock in it whatsoever.

Here is a website resource on St. Malachy:

Prophecy of St. Malachy (http://www.catholic-pages.com/grabbag/malachy.asp)
As for the so-called "Three Days of Darkness" if such an event were about to happen I would think that the Vatican would warn us. The Holy See has not warned us, thus I would not worry about it.
As with many alleged prophecies of this type the wackos out there have so adulterated the prophecy that who knows what it was originally. Things like -- if you look out the window you will die and that you must have blessed candles -- seem fake to me on their face.

Like most prophecies, the three days that various saints have mentioned, and a time of darkness that is mentioned in the Bible has a symbolic meaning. Perhaps it relates to the time between the death and resurrection of Christ was three days of darkness? Whatever is to come before the Second Coming of Christ is probably something symbolic to that time between the death and resurrection. I don't know, but that theory sounds as good as any other.

It should be noted that these prophecies relate to the end of the world, the time just before the General Judgment. We do not know the time for the Second Coming. But whenever it comes those of us who are in God's friendship have nothing to fear.

In any event, we need to focus on PUBLIC REVELATION, not private revelation. By the time you finish learning everything that you need to learn from Public Revelation (the Bible and Sacred Tradition) you will be dead and will not have time for private revelation. Public revelation gives us all we need to know about the end times. Your curiosity is misplaced and can be dangerous. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
2. St. Malachy
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1025 

May 25, 2008

Are the prophecies of St Malachy regarding the popes and who will be the last pope approved by the Catholic Church? -Leslie
Most of those "prophecies" are forgeries and do not belong to St. Malachy in the first place.

The Church does not recognize these prophecies. Do not fear. Pope Benedict is not the last Pope. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
3. St. Malachy and predictions
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1110 
July 20, 2008

I have read up on the supposed predictions of St. Malachy regarding the list of Popes and although it is thought that perhaps it was/is a hoax, it can still perhaps be true? I was also told by someone, and I quote: 

"Heard from a Catholic friend many years ago that there were only so many tombs reserved for the Popes. If he (St. Malachy) and his count is correct the current Pope will be the last one interned before the RCC is destroyed."

Is this true? Are there "reserved" number of tombs for our Popes and if so is it because of the St. Malachy predictions? –Claire

Since these prophecies are considered hoaxes it is best not to entertain them.

In considering any alleged prophecy we must remember a few things:

1) Private revelations should not be entertained unless officially approved by the Holy See

2) Private revelations, when approved, may aid in our faith but are NEVER required for our salvation and does not have to be believed by the faithful

3) Prophecies about the end times that set dates or set ranges are always false. Jesus said that NO ONE knows the date of the end.

4) Any prophecy that says the Church will be destroyed is false because Jesus said that the gates of hell shall NEVER prevail against the Church. The Church is the Bride of Christ. The Bride of Christ can never be destroyed.

The idea that there are a reserved number of tombs for popes at the Vatican is ridiculous. NO ONE, not even the Pope knows when the end of the world will be. That being the fact, how could the Vatican prepare for only a certain number of Popes? The Popes will exist as long as the Church exist and the Church will exist until the end of time.

If there are only a few tombs readily available and prepared at this moment, more will be prepared when the are needed. They CANNOT know how many more popes there will be since NO ONE knows when the end will come.

Bottom line: all this talk about the Church being destroyed is fraudulent. All the talk about Pope Benedict being the last pope is also a hoax. We will have popes until the second coming. So unless Jesus returns in the next few years, there will be popes after Pope Benedict. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
4. Prophecy of the Popes
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1930
June 28, 2011

What do you think of the prophecy of the popes by that saint? I can't remember what his name is at the moment. Is this more a story or did it actually occur? -Joseph
You are talking about the alleged prophecies of St. Malachy. Many scholars believe these alleged prophecies are forgeries. This is no evidence that they came from St. Malachy, whom by the way, did have a gift of prophecy.

Even if these private revelations are true, it tells us little about the end of the world. According to the prophecy the last Pope will be Petrus Romanus (Peter the Roman):

"In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge will judge the people. The End."

The Pope mentioned previous to Petrus Romanus is Gloria olivæ, which is believed to be our current Pope, Benedict XVI.

Because of this many people suggest that there is one more pope to go and that will be the end. This is nonsense.

The prophecies list each pope in succession to Gloria olivæ (allegedly Benedict XVI). The last pope, Petrus Romanus, is not listed as part of this historical sequence. Rather, the prophecy does not mention how many popes there might be between Gloria olivæ and Petrus Romanus. Thus, there may be 100 or even a 1000 popes after Benedict XVI until Peter the Roman sits on the Chair of Peter.

No private revelation is required for belief. We must also remember that Jesus said that no one but the Father knows when the end will come. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
5. The last Pope – Peter the Roman
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2338 

February 13, 2013
What do you think about the next pope being the last pope? Or a false prophet? I've been hearing a lot more about St. Malachy Prophecy's lately and not really sure what to think of it.

112 - In the extreme persecution of the Holy Roman Church, there will sit Peter the Roman, who will pasture his sheep in many tribulations, and when these things are finished, the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the terrible judge will judge his people. The End. –Andrew

The so-called St. Malachy Prophecies are fake. St. Malachy never made any such prophecies concerning the "last pope." Even if he had made such prophecies, he would be wrong on its face.
The Church and her Popes will continue on until the Second Coming. The Second Coming could be tonight or 10,000 years from now. No one knows.

Jesus tells us that no one, and that means no one, knows when the end of the world, that is the Second Coming, will happen. Jesus further explains that when it does happen it will be when no one suspects. 

Now if someone like St. Malachy declared that the pope after Pope Benedict the XVI will be the last pope, would not that gives us "a time that we will expect"?

Such a "prediction" is contrary to Scripture and to Church teaching. Thus, even if St. Malachy did make those predictions, which he did not, he would be wrong, wrong, wrong. Just because he is a saint does not make him infallible.

But, as I mentioned, these prophecies have long ago been discredited.

So, do not worry. Popes will still be elected all the way up to whenever the Second Coming takes place. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_SIMMA-GET_US_OUT_OF_HERE.doc
MARIA VALTORTA-POEM OF THE MAN-GOD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_VALTORTA-POEM_OF_THE_MAN-GOD.doc
MAUREEN SWEENEY-HOLY LOVE MINISTRIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAUREEN_SWEENEY-HOLY_LOVE_MINISTRIES.doc
MEDJUGORJE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE.doc
MEDJUGORJE-CAREY WINTERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-CAREY_WINTERS.doc
MEDJUGORJE-JOHN LOUGHMAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-JOHN_LOUGHMAN.doc
PATRICIA DE MENEZES-THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PATRICIA_DE_MENEZES-THE_COMMUNITY_OF_DIVINE_INNOCENCE.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 02-MEDJUGORJE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_02-MEDJUGORJE.doc
VERONICA LUEKEN-OUR LADY OF THE ROSES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VERONICA_LUEKEN-OUR_LADY_OF_THE_ROSES.doc
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