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Protestant basic beliefs: 
The five solas are five Latin phrases that emerged during the Protestant Reformation and summarize the Reformers' basic theological beliefs in contradistinction to the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church of the day. The Latin word sola means "alone" or "only" in English. The five solas articulated five fundamental beliefs of the Protestant Reformation, pillars which the Reformers believed to be essentials of the Christian life and practice. All five implicitly rejected or countered the teachings of the mother denomination - the Catholic Church

1) Sola Scriptura (The Bible alone is our highest authority). It is the teaching that the Bible, as the only inspired and authoritative word of God, is the only source for Christian doctrine, and is accessible to all—that is, it is perspicuous and self-interpreting. The Bible gives us everything we need for our theology.  Every word of the 66 books of the Bible is inspired by God’s Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit also helps us to understand and obey Scripture. That the Bible requires no interpretation outside of itself is in direct opposition to the teachings of the Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Anglo-Catholic, and Roman Catholic traditions, which teach that the Bible can be authentically interpreted only by a Christ instituted teaching authority in the light of apostolic or sacred Tradition. In the Catholic Church, this teaching authority is referred to as the Magisterium, understood to be embodied in the episcopacy or the aggregation of the current bishops of the Church in union with the pope.

2) Sola Fide (We are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ). It is the teaching that justification (interpreted in Protestant theology as "being declared just by God") is received by faith only, without any mixture of or need for good works, though in classical Protestant theology, saving faith is always evidenced, but not determined, by good works. Some Protestants see this doctrine as being summarized with the formula "Faith yields justification and good works" and as contrasted with the Roman Catholic formula "Faith and good works yield justification." Roman Catholicism sees justification as a communication of God's life to a human being, cleansing him of sin and transforming him truly into a son of God, so that it is not merely a declaration, but rather the soul is made actually or objectively righteous.

3) Sola Gratia (We are saved by the grace of God alone). It is the teaching that salvation comes by divine grace or "unmerited favor" only, not as something merited by the sinner. This means that salvation is an unearned gift from God for Jesus' sake. The doctrine that grace is truly and always a gift of God is held in agreement between Catholics and Protestants. The difference in doctrine lies mainly in two facts: that of God as sole actor in grace (in other words, that grace is always efficacious without any cooperation by man), and second, that man cannot by any action of his own, acting under the influence of grace, cooperate with grace to "merit" greater graces for himself. The Catholic view is that man can cooperate with grace to "merit" greater graces for himself. 

4) Solo Christo or Solus Christus (Salvation is "by Christ alone" and Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King). It is the teaching that Christ is the only mediator between God and man, and that there is salvation through no other.  (Lutheranism continues to honor the memory of the Virgin Mary and other exemplary saints, but not as mediators). This principle also rejects the Catholic view of "sacerdotalism." According to Catholic Church, priests ordained by apostolic succession under the authority of the pope are necessary for offering the sacrifice of Mass and for administering most of the sacraments. 

5) Soli Deo Gloria (We live for the glory of God alone) is the teaching that all glory is to be due to God alone, because salvation is accomplished solely through His will and action. Hence we must live our entire lives before the face of God, under the authority of God and for his glory alone. Since Jesus as God atoned for the sins of man by his death on Calvary he too deserves Glory. Since faith is a gift of the Holy Spirit He too deserve glory. The reformers believed that human beings —even saints canonized by the Roman Catholic Church, the popes, and the ecclesiastical hierarchy— are not worthy of the glory that was accorded them. When humans do good deeds and lead holy lives aided by God’s grace, the glory goes only to God. 
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