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 APRIL 4, 2016
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
01D-MAUNDY THURSDAY FOOT KISSING 
Is it the norm for a priest to kiss the feet of women?
In 1988 the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments published the Circular Letter Paschale Solemnitatis * on the celebration of Easter rites. No. 51 of the circular letter states: "The washing of the feet" is a rite that is only performed on "chosen men". The original Latin viri selecti is crystal clear on the fact that the chosen ones must be male. 

Source: http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/inquiries-and-interviews/detail/articolo/francesco-francis-francisco-23683/
*http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PASCHALE_SOLEMNITATIS.doc
Let us recall a few facts.

(At the Last Supper, our Lord instituted two Sacraments of the Church: the Eucharist, and Holy Orders. That is why Church tradition has insisted on the washng of the feet of Catholic men.
(The washing of the feet ritual had always, until 1955, been celebrated outside of the Mass.

(In their later years John Paul II and Benedict XVI had restricted the rite to 12 Catholic priests.

Source: http://clericalwhispers.blogspot.in/2013/03/pope-francis-papal-feet-washing-sparks_29.html
(In 2013, Pope Francis parted with Tradition, set aside the rubrics, and finally changed them to legitimize his actions. 12 priests became just anybody and everybody within just three years:
2013: Two of the 12 juvenile prison inmates were women - a Serbian Catholic and a Muslim
2014: The 12 were elderly and disabled “of different ages, ethnicities and religious confessions”; at least one was a woman and one of the men was a Muslim
2015: Six of the 12 prison detainees were women, six were men; not all of them were Catholic. Francis also washed the feet of a baby boy in his mother’s lap (that makes it 13). 
Two of the women were the arrested (I wonder what crime she was incarcerated for) notorious Italian-Congolese showgirl Silvie Lubamba, and the Brazilian transexual Isabel Dias/Lisboa. 
Source: http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/1351258?eng=y   

2016: 11 were migrants and one was a volunteer. Of the migrants, four were Catholic, three were Coptic Christian women from Eritrea, three were Muslims, and one was a Hindu. 
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“Showgirl” Silvie Lubamba’s foot being washed
Image source:

http://roma.corriere.it/notizie/cronaca/15_aprile_03/sylvie-lubamba-davanti-papa-quasi-svenivo-ora-faro-cresima-103377ee-da36-11e4-9d46-768ce82f7c45.shtml
Please do NOT view the many obscene images of this showgirl Silvie Lubamba at https://www.google.co.in/search?q=Sylvie+Lubamba&espv=2&biw=1600&bih=755&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjJxa6klZfMAhWJnJQKHZzOD1oQ7AkILg&dpr=1 and at http://www.blitzquotidiano.it/foto-notizie/sylvie-lubamba-la-nuova-trombin-hood-copyright-dagospia-foto-1945416/.  

There is a photograph of her in a public place, stark naked at http://www.wikifeet.com/Sylvie_Lubamba. 
It is almost impossible to find a clothed picture of this young woman except the one of her in prison (above). Apparently Pope Francis has no moral judgements about her lifestyle and condoned her unrepentant public sinful life and her being the occasion of sin to many. 
WARNING!

DO NOT CLICK ON THE LINKS THAT I HAVE FURNISHED. THE IMAGES ARE PURE PORNOGRAPHY AND YOU MAY FALL INTO MORTAL SIN!
Some images purportedly (from the URL) of the Brazilian transexual Isabel are here:
http://www.mymaturespace.com/isabel-y-dias-brazilian-transsexuals/absoluteshemale.com*wp-content*uploads*Brazilian-shemale-Isabely-Dias-00005_tn.jpg.asp 
Pope kisses foot of transsexual
http://www.traditioninaction.org/RevolutionPhotos/A621-Trans.htm 
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                                     Transsexual Isabel
On Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2015, Pope Francis celebrated Mass at Rebibbia Prison in Rome. There he washed the feet of 12 prisoners, six men and six women; among the latter was a he-she transsexual with the name of "Isabel." 
In the photo above you see Francis kissing the foot of "Isabel." 
In the first three rows below, he is washing his-her foot (I have omitted showing here those images -Michael). The face of the transsexual appears in the fourth row, as he-she sits in the front pew at the Mass wearing a lilac blouse. 
Should anyone doubt the Pope actually kissed the foot of "Isabel," he need only check the photos for proof. Of the 12 inmates whose feet the Pope washed, the only one who was wearing a shoe with the style of the one that appears in the partial photos of the washing (the first photo above and the second and third rows below) was "Isabel," as shown by the arrow in thefifth row. 
In the sixth row you see "Isabel" at the far left and Francis at right in the same shot; in the seventh row is a more general view where the two also appear before the altar in the same photo. 
In the eighth to the tenth rows, you can view the transsexual receiving the Holy Eucharist. No demands whatsoever regarding repentance for their criminal lives seem to have been imposed on those who received Communion. As shown in the video of the whole ceremony, practically everyone in the church went to receive Communion. 
This act of washing and kissing the foot of a transsexual, more than a simple approval of transsexuals, is a full consecration of them. After completely changing the position of the Catholic Church on homosexuality, now Francis goes a step further and does the same for transsexuals. Anyone can change sexes and justify it with this act of Francis. This is the work of an Antichrist. 
After the event, "Isabel" gave an interview to a television station in which he-she offered details of how Francis kissed his-her foot and what the Pope said to him-her. In the last row, "Isabel" is mimicking the gaze of Francis as he-she repeats the words he directed to him-her. 
A video of this interview (2m 21s) is available here - check below in blue our complete translation from Italian to English of his-her words. 
The full footage of the ceremony (1h 22m 22s) is available here. 
Translation of the TV interview with "Isabel"
My name is Isabel Lisboa. I was present at the service of the Pope who came to wash our feet – No? For me this was very emotional. I am Catholic and I am in Italy. Catholic – No? I am a transsexual – No? I have my faith. I believe so much in Jesus. No? 
I could never leave [the prison] to go to the Vatican to attend – Do you understand? – Sunday Mass or Passover – Do you understand? And for me it was a desire that God – God has very great power  ... Here you have a parable: When Mahomet does not come to the mountain, the mountain comes to Mahomet. 
When he washed my feet he spoke, as he looked into my eyes, and he said: “May God bless you. May Jesus bless you," he said. He looked into my eyes and I said: “Peace, I wish peace; much peace – Do you understand? Pray for a lot of peace in the world.” He still looked at me. 
My faith, if I can say so, grew (sighs). What I know is that it is a most beautiful thing … 
And he [wrote]: “We must become courageous Christians.” I admire Pope Francis very much – Do you understand? – 
Question: [slang, not clear] 
Answer: [slang, not clear] 
He is love, he is love, he transmits peace … love in his eyes, in his sermonss – No? – Also in his ways of doing things. … He is, he has been … for me he is the Pope, let us say, of the people, of the marginalized people – Do you understand? 
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Transsexual Isabel
It is shocking and sacrilegious if the Pope administered Holy Communion to Isabel without ensuring that she has been to confession. If she sinned in receiving the Body of Christ unworthily, he is complicit in her sin.
Therefore whosoever shall eat this bread, or drink the chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and of the blood of the Lord. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning the body of the Lord. - 1 Corinthians 11:27, 29, Douay-Rheims Bible 
But Pope Francis has been washing the feet of women since a long, long time.
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/in-photos-from-argentine-cardinal-bergoglio-to-pope-francis-i/article9730817/?service=mobile 
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The archbishop of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio washes the feet of an unidentified woman on Holy Thursday at the Buenos Aires’ Sarda maternity hospital, March 24, 2005.
The exact same photograph may be viewed at http://world.time.com/2013/03/13/the-rise-of-pope-francis-jorge-mario-bergoglio/photo/file-photo-of-argentine-cardinal-bergoglio-washing-the-feet-of-a-woman-on-holy-thursday/ and a number of other sites.

SO, DID POPE FRANCIS VIOLATE THE EXISTING MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE RUBRICS WHEN HE WAS A CARDINAL?

NO, HE DIDN’T!!!!!

You see, Cardinal Bergoglio washed the feet of the woman, and several other women, not at a Maundy Thursday liturgical service but during a pastoral visit – check out how he is vested – to a maternity hospital. 
There are photographs of Cardinal Bergoglio washing and kissing the feet of drug rehabilitees, pregnant mothers and AIDS patients all over the Internet. 
As Pope, in all the foot-washing rituals 2013 through 2016, Francis kissed the feet of the individuals whose feet he washed.
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Image source: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/the-pope/9960168/Pope-washes-feet-of-young-Muslim-woman-prisoner-in-unprecedented-twist-on-Maundy-Thursday.html, 2013 
Pope Francis and a holy, humble break from tradition
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-leadership/pope-francis-and-a-holy-humble-break-from-tradition/2013/03/28/a9a5f2b4-981e-11e2-b68f-dc5c4b47e519_story.html 

By Jena McGregor, March 29, 2013
The move to kiss the feet of women has some religious experts expecting controversy, saying the pope’s action could "set a questionable example."
Please refer to page 17 of the report 
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01B-FRANCIS LEGITIMIZES WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN AFTER VIOLATING RUBRICS (link at end of the present file):
Cardinal Sarah Indicates Priests Do Not Have to Wash the Feet of Women
http://www.onepeterfive.com/cardinal-sarah-indicates-priests-do-not-have-to-wash-the-feet-of-women/ 
By Steve Skojec, March 15, 2016 […]
Readers left 7 comments. One was a priest, Fr. R.P. He wrote (bold and coloured emphases mine):

I must confess to having never liked this ritual included in the Holy Mass, though I have never been vehemently opposed to it, as it is the Lord instructing His Apostles in the proper humility befitting the Holy Office to which they were being consecrated to, and the necessary devoted service to one another (of course via Himself) in the Holy Ministry, especially in regard to the advancing of the Holy Gospel:

Romans 10:15: "And how can men preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach good news!”

Referencing Isaiah 52:7:

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
Notice that both passages clearly state Men? Our Lord's washing of the feet of the Apostles was not a tender act of charity to be symbolic for all, but rather a purifying action to prepare those whom He commissioned to bear the Gospel (the Good News) to Israel and indeed to all of the Nations.

The new decree clearly states the entire rite is optional and should not be a spectacle that overshadows the Institution of the Holy Sacrifice and the Holy Priesthood ordained to offer the Sacrifice. I would point out that the washing of non-Christian, indeed anti-Christian feet, and women's feet while kissing them is indeed a spectacle (please note that the LORD does not KISS anyone's FEET, rather His feet are kissed in humble gratitude.) The kissing of someone's feet is a sign of subjection to the one who's feet are being kissed...the Ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ are not subject to those whom they bring the Gospel to.)

Therefore, I choose to skip it altogether, which is my right according to the Law of the Church and no Bishop has the authority to mandate beyond the Universal Law of the Church.
So, I simply say: No. It isn't necessary and it is a spectacle that now clearly distracts one from the meaning of the Mass of Holy Thursday: the institution of the Sacrifice of the New and Eternal Covenant and the consecration of the Priesthood who shall Offer the Holy Sacrifice of the New and Eternal Covenant.

A side note, it's also clear that the ritual to include women is optional, it does not exclude only including men. Unfortunately, some Bishops have been and are notorious abusers of Priests who do not conform themselves to the Bishop's unlawful authority which seeks to impose above and beyond the Law of the Church herself. No man should deign to wash another man's wife's feet, it is unseemly at best. Need I say how unseemly it is for a Consecrated Celibate to do so, or to do so to an unmarried woman? 
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The woman holding her skirt down while father is below it kissing her feet...? That's proper? No, it isn't...ever. Pope Francis gets away with it, not every priest shall. If it were something absolutely necessary to carry out the Ministry of Jesus Christ, then so be it, but it isn't and never has been and never shall be. Like Fr. Fessio said, look for the sexual harassment suit coming to a Church near you. (Am I now required to be so benighted of intellect that I am not permitted to realize that there are unworthy priests who will do this very thing for an unseemly purpose under the guise of charity!? And that there are no women alive who won't find father's tender hands (and God forbid lips) upon their feet so gentle and loving and begin to wish that their terrible brute husbands were more like father...and begin to entertain thoughts that could lead to very bad things!? Am I supposed to en-darken myself to the point were I no longer recognize the occasion of Sin as being very real and not a byproduct of a repressive Victorian era? Am I to succumb to the evil of Freud and call it liberation of my psyche and then enforce it upon the sheep?)

What is most ridiculous is that the reason given for changing the ritual to include women is so that it better express what Jesus intended with the original foot washing...???? So, doing what Jesus expressly didn't do better expresses what Jesus meant? So, Pope Francis better expresses Jesus than Jesus does? REALLY? –Fr. R.P.
Additional Considerations on Foot Washing
http://www.onepeterfive.com/additional-considerations-on-foot-washing/ EXTRACT
By Steve Skojec, March 16, 2016
Reading through the comments on yesterday’s post {above} about Cardinal Sarah and the changes to the Holy Thursday foot-washing ceremony, Father RP’s observations stood out. […]
Father brings up points — particularly on the feet kissing and its significance — I hadn’t even considered. Nor had I thought of the very serious impropriety of a priest kissing a woman’s feet before Bishop Schneider brought it up*, but this really drove it home.
This is a thing that not only should not be optional, it should be forbidden.

God save us from our own blindness to sin and its occasions.
Readers have left 23 comments

*Bishop Schneider: The Church is “Participating in the Passion of Christ”

http://www.onepeterfive.com/bishop-schneider-the-church-is-participating-in-the-passion-of-christ/ EXTRACT
By Steve Skojec, February 1, 2016. Emphases mine
Today, Rorate Caeli published an absolutely essential interview with His Excellency, Bishop Athanasius Schneider of Astana, Kazakhstan. They have graciously given permission to other Catholic outlets to re-publish it in full, which we are doing here today. 

In this interview, Bishop Schneider answers questions about the crisis in the Church, the potential for schism and the quasi-heretical nature of some Catholic prelates, the status of the SSPX, the outcome of the Synod, Catholic Tradition, the correct attitude of Catholics toward the pope (and whether they may be critical of him), the role of women in the Church, the Traditional Latin Mass, and even the question of whether Russia was properly consecrated. 

We remain convinced that Bishop Schneider is the most important voice God has given to the Church to lead us back toward authentic Catholicism. When he speaks, we listen. 

(All emphasis in the following transcript was provided by Rorate.) […]

Rorate Caeli: Speaking of typical Catholics, what will the typical parish priest face now that he didn’t face before the Synod began? What pressures, such as the washing of women’s feet on Maundy Thursday after the example of Francis, will burden the parish priest even more than he is burdened today? 

H.E. Schneider: A typical Catholic parish priest should know well the perennial sense of the Catholic faith, the perennial sense as well of the laws of the Catholic liturgy and, knowing this, he should have an interior sureness and firmness. He should always remember the Catholic principle of discernment: “Quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus”, i.e. “What has been always, everywhere and from all” believed and practiced. 

The categories “always, everywhere, all” are not to be understood in an arithmetical, but in a moral sense. A concrete criterion for discernment is this: “Does this change in a doctrinal affirmation, in a pastoral or in a liturgical practice constitute a rupture with the centuries-old, or even with the millennial past? And does this innovation really make the faith shine clearer and brighter? Does this liturgical innovation bring to us closer the sanctity of God, or manifest deeper and more beautiful the Divine mysteries? Does this disciplinary innovation really increase a greater zeal for the holiness of life?” 

As concretely to the innovation of washing the feet of women during the Holy Mass of the Last Supper on Holy Thursday: This Holy Mass celebrates the commemoration of the institution of the sacraments of the Eucharist and the Priesthood. Therefore, the foot washing of women along with the men not only distracts from the main focus on Eucharist and on Priesthood, but generates confusion regarding the historical symbolism of the “twelve” and of the apostles being of male sex. The universal tradition of the Church never allowed the foot washing during the Holy Mass, but instead outside of Mass, in a special ceremony. 

By the way: the public washing and usually also kissing of the feet of women on the part of a man, in our case, of a priest or a bishop, is considered by every person of common sense in all cultures as being improper and even indecent. Thanks be to God no priest or bishop is obliged to wash publicly the feet of women on Holy Thursday, for there is no binding norm for it, and the foot washing itself is only facultative. 

Note that Bishop Schneider said this immediately AFTER Pope Francis’ January 6, 2016 promulgation of IN MISSA IN CENA DOMINI. 
In The Rite of the Washing of the Feet… Cardinal Sarah Gives Scope to Celebrant Priest Whether or Not to Include Women
http://thewandererpress.com/frontpage/in-the-rite-of-the-washing-of-the-feet-cardinal-sarah-gives-scope-to-celebrant-priest-whether-or-not-to-include-women/
By Maike Hickson, March 15, 2016 Emphases mine
A letter from Pope Francis to Robert Cardinal Sarah, the Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments was published January 21, 2016, (http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2016/01/21/0041/00085.html), in which Pope Francis decreed that, at the ceremony of the Washing of the Feet (in the Ordinary Latin Rite) on Holy Thursday, the priest may wash the feet not only of men, but also of women.
On January 21, Edward Pentin gave a thorough overview of these proposed and permitted changes in the National Catholic Register (http://www.ncregister.com/blog/edward-pentin/pope-changes-rules-for-washing-of-the-feet-on-holy-thursday), to include the further explanations and instructions as published by the office of Cardinal Sarah himself.
In the wake of this general papal decree, some local bishops have further ordained that their own local priests are now obliged to follow this new rule, instead of leaving the decision up the celebrant himself. (The names of these local bishops are explicitly kept private here in order to protect the respective priests from reprisals.) These bishops now say that their priests should involve women in the ceremony of the washing of the feet.
This development has put those priests under moral pressure who are unwilling to wash the feet of married or unmarried women, due to their informed faith and their own priestly sense of modesty and chastity. For example, Bishop Athanasius Schneider, of Astana, Kazakhstan, has expressed his objections against this decision in February of 2016 (http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2016/02/exclusive-bishop-athanasius-schneider.html).
Schneider made a clear statement about this matter, as follows:
“As concretely to the innovation of washing the feet of women during the Holy Mass of the Last Supper on Holy Thursday: This Holy Mass celebrates the commemoration of the institution of the Sacraments of the Eucharist and [of] the Priesthood. Therefore, the foot washing of women along with the men not only distracts from the main focus on Eucharist and on Priesthood, but generates confusion regarding the historical symbolism of the ‘twelve’ and of the apostles being of [the] male sex….
“By the way: The public washing and usually also kissing of the feet of women on the part of a man, in our case, of a priest or a bishop, is considered by every person of common sense in all cultures as being improper and even indecent. Thanks be to God, no priest or bishop is obliged to wash publicly the feet of women on Holy Thursday, for there is no binding norm for it, and the foot washing itself is only facultative.”
After a couple of priests contacted me and asked me to help them receive an authoritative clarification from Robert Cardinal Sarah himself, so that they might be assured of their own spiritual freedom to decide for themselves to include only men into the rite of the Washing of the Feet, I asked Vatican correspondent Edward Pentin for help in this matter. 
Pentin, together with Aleteia Rome correspondent Diane Montagna, was able to speak with Cardinal Sarah who made a statement to Pentin according to which it is up to the individual celebrant to decide whom he invites to participate in the washing of the feet in the liturgy of Holy Thursday. As Pentin put it in an e-mail to me: “He [Cardinal Sarah] simply said that each bishop and priest ‘has to decide in accord with his own conscience, and according to the purpose for which the Lord instituted this feast.’ So in other words, by no means does a priest have to wash the feet of women.”
I consider this clarification to be important and intend to make it known to as many priests as possible. I know that others are trying to receive a more official statement from Cardinal Sarah, but due to the lack of time, I decided to get this information out into the public.
In order to receive wholehearted and candid statements from priests as to their own assessment of this issue, I contacted priests in the U.S. and abroad. Since some of the answers are so full of insight and worthy of our contemplation and further discussion, my husband recommended that I publish each of them in full. In the following I therefore publish these statements without my further comments.
It is worth noting that, with the one exception of the courageous and outspoken founder of Ignatius Press, Fr. Joseph Fessio, SJ — who is always so generous with his conscientious advice and forthright interviews — the priests have all preferred to remain anonymous out of a fear of reprisals. These priests themselves come from different rites of the Catholic Church: the Eastern Byzantine Rite, the Novus Ordo Rite, as well as from the Traditional Gregorian Latin Rite.

Fr. Joseph Fessio, SJ, Ignatius Press, California:
“Of course it should be made clear that this is a permission, not a requirement. But even that clarity won’t affect what actually happens. Here’s a similar situation in which we can already see the results. When permission was given for female altar servers, it was a permission given to bishops not directly to priests. I.e., if a bishop so chose, he could permit the practice in his diocese. It was clear in the decree that no priest was required to have female servers, even if the bishop had given the permission. How was this treated? Many bishops insisted that the regular use of altar girls be normative for all Masses.
“So, this new permission will be (and already has been) treated as a requirement.
“As to the substance: The rite of washing of feet is not required ever. As canon law now stands, duodecim viri (not duodecim homines) is specified. Of course, as supreme legislator, the Pope can (in theory) change the law any which way he desires. But the prototype is, of course, the Last Supper where Jesus washes the feet, not of His disciples, not of people chosen randomly from the crowds, but of the apostles, and tells them they should wash ‘one another’s feet.’ That is, ordained ministers should follow this example among themselves.
“Which is probably why, though the evidence for the rite in the early Church is very thin, we do know that in the 11th century the Pope washed the feet of subdeacons. Certainly from the time of Trent (16th century), until 1955, the rite was not part of the Mass.
“One thing is certain: There is a ‘symbolic dissonance’ or disconnect. The humility and service of which Jesus gives an example is something every Christian owes everyone. Nevertheless, the historical origin of the example is Jesus’ washing of the feet of His 12 apostles. Trying to make the gesture more ‘inclusive’ than Jesus Himself did simply muddles the historical image.

“Oh, and by the way, when will we see the first lawsuit where a woman claims the priest or bishop touched her seductively?”
A priest from Florida:
“Thank you for doing this. I, myself, am totally opposed to this pernicious and sacrilegious encroachment of unabashed modernism which this Bishop of Rome has performed since his first Holy Thursday — instead of washing, as Christ did Himself — the feet of elderly priests and bishops. I will never do this myself. Thanks to His Eminence Cardinal Sarah, but otherwise I would use the ‘option’ of not performing it at all. Deo gratias that mine is a Traditional parish. No one here would stand for this.”

A priest from Virginia:
“Anonymously, I think it’s a terrible interpretation. I also think it’s scandalous for a priest to be handling a married woman’s foot, much less an unmarried woman…we’re just going to skip it.”

A priest from the Eastern Rite:
“If it helps any, the Byzantine Tradition is that the washing of the feet is limited to patriarchs, bishops, and priests who, in their several orders represent Our Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles and special disciples — no laymen or women need apply.”

A priest from Italy:
“Feel free to write this as coming from Don Pietro Leone:
“The Mass of Maundy Thursday celebrates the institution of two sacraments: The Holy Priesthood and the Blessed Eucharist. The Holy Priesthood may be validly conferred solely on males, who alone may validly offer and confect the Blessed Eucharist. The 12 persons whose feet are washed in this Mass represent the 12 disciples whom Our Lord Jesus Christ ordained priests during the Last Supper. The Church has always prescribed that the ceremony should be performed with men in order to recall the foot-washing of the disciples.
“Permitting women to participate in this ceremony is inappropriate for the following reasons:
“1) It breaks with the Tradition that only men may participate in the liturgy. This derives from the beginnings of the Church and has its roots in the Jewish faith originating 4,000 years ago.
“2) More particularly, it breaks with the Tradition of the Mass of Maundy Thursday, which foresaw the foot-washing only of males.
“3) It no longer symbolizes the disciples present at the Last Supper.
“4) It no longer manifests the connection between those whose feet are washed and the two sacraments instituted during the Supper. In these ways it represents an attack on objective norms, particularly those of Tradition as enshrined in the liturgical rubrics, in favor of a spirit of creativity which is both subjectivist and lacking in depth and meaning. It generates confusion as to the sacramental order, especially in regard to the male priesthood.”

Another U.S. priest:
“For me, thanks be to God, the issue of washing women’s feet is relatively a non-issue. This problem, like most problems in the Novus Ordo, raises the more pertinent question: Why would anyone even celebrate it or assist at it, in the first place? As I would not celebrate this dubious rite, in which this dubious change in liturgical law is being inserted, I would certainly not compromise my priestly modesty even further by washing women’s feet. This novelty, which has no historical liturgical basis to it, and therefore is opposed to tradition, is clearly the latest instance of pushing the feminist agenda upon the Church.
“At some point, women will wake up and realize the attempt to androgenize the liturgy, and therefore the culture at large, is destructive of the ‘feminine genius’ and it is yet another assault on the fundamental basis upon which God created us: male and female. But because this change in liturgical law (reflecting yet another instance of the ‘errors of Russia’ infiltrating the Church) does visibly and dramatically affect the Church at large — especially in all male identities of those in the Apostolic College whose feet were actually washed by Christ — I am sadly affected by this decision.
“Yet, I have only the recourse of preaching against it, and penitential praying for the Church’s restoration beginning with its hierarchy knowing that the Church’s Mother herself will see to this restoration of Catholicism regardless of how long it takes us to heed her warnings.”

A priest from Italy:
“I think that what Cardinal Sarah has already said is very good. This is really an abomination, and it is yet another way to see the Church divided because everyone will do [things] according to his own conscience, be it Protestant or Catholic, two consciences paradoxically in the same Church. One wonders how long this can endure because, at the bottom of this liturgical abuse, is an erroneous view of the Church and her hierarchy.”
{Post Pope Francis’ IN MISSA IN CENA DOMINI of January 6, 2016}

Vatican official traces foot-washing rite’s history, says it should not be given undue importance
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=27268 

January 22, 2016

Writing in L’Osservatore Romano, the secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments commented on the Congregation’s new decree concerning the rite of the washing of the feet, which was issued at Pope Francis’s request.

Archbishop Arthur Roche traced the history of the foot-washing rite from the seventh century, when a liturgical ordo called upon a bishop to wash the feet of the clerics who lived in his home. In the 12th century, the Roman Pontifical assigned the rite of foot washing to after Vespers on Holy Thursday, with the feet of 12 subdeacons being washed from the thirteenth century in Rome.

The Roman Missal of 1570, Archbishop Roche continued, mentioned that clerics’ feet should be washed but did not specify the number 12; it directed that the hymn Ubi Caritas be chanted during the rite, which concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.

The Ceremonial of Bishops of 1600 stated that after Vespers or at lunch, the bishop was to wash and kiss the feet of 13 poor persons after feeding them. Later, only clerics’ feet were washed, apart from local customs in which the feet of the poor-- or in Paris, of children-- were washed.

With Pope Pius XII’s reform of 1955, the Holy Thursday Mass was celebrated during the evening, and for pastoral reasons, it was permitted for a priest publicly to wash and dry the feet of 12 men (kissing their feet was not mentioned). This was “an imitative sign, like a sacred representation” of Jesus’ actions at Holy Thursday, Archbishop Roche commented.

The Roman Missal of 1970 further changed the rite: the number 12 was omitted, the Ubi Caritas was moved to the procession of the gifts, and the Lord’s Prayer no longer concluded the rite, as its use originated in the days when the rite was celebrated outside Mass. The rubric that viri (men) were to be selected, said Archbishop Roche, had “mimetic (imitative) value.”

The “current change” to the foot-washing rite, which allows for the washing of the feet of selected members from the entire People of God, has changed the significance of the rite, Archbishop Roche continued. “The value now relates not so much to the exterior imitation of what Jesus has done,” and more to as his “gift of self ‘to the end’ for the salvation of mankind, his charity which embraces all” and offers an example. “The washing of feet is not mandatory,” he added, and pastors should “evaluate its suitability” in their circumstances. The rite should not be “automatic or artificial, deprived of meaning,” nor should it become “so important that all the attention of the Mass” is focused on it.

Recalling the text of the decree, Archbishop Roche said that a small group that is representative of the People of God should be chosen: the ordained and the lay faithful, the single and the married, the young and the old, the healthy and the sick.

Frequently Asked Questions regarding THE WASHING OF THE FEET (On Holy Thursday)
http://www.catholicdoors.com/faq/qu71.htm. All emphases mine
Archbishop Arthur Roche, the Secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments, explained the history of the foot-washing rite in an article published in the Vatican newspaper Jan. 21.
The rite endured many changes and modifications throughout the church's history. For example, the "mandatum" from 1600 said the custom was for bishops to wash, dry and kiss "the feet of 'thirteen' poor people after having dressed them, fed them and given them a charitable donation."
Changes made by Pope Pius XII were reformed again in 1970, further simplifying the rite and omitting the requirement that the number participating be 12. The significance of the current modifications, the archbishop added, "does not now relate so much to the exterior imitation of what Jesus did, but rather the meaning of what he accomplished, which has a universal importance."
"The washing of feet is not obligatory" during the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord's Supper, Archbishop Roche said. "It is for pastors to evaluate its desirability, according to the pastoral considerations and circumstances which exist, in such a way that it does not become something automatic or artificial, deprived of meaning and reduced to a staged event."
In 1987, the then-Committee on the Liturgy of the U.S. bishops' conference explained, "The element of humble service has accentuated the celebration of the foot washing rite in the United States over the last decade or more. In this regard, it has become customary in many places to invite both men and women to be participants in this rite in recognition of the service that should be given by all the faithful to the church and to the world. Thus, in the United States, a variation in the rite developed in which not only charity is signified but also humble service."
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, the Vatican spokesman, told journalists that although traditionally 12 men were selected to represent the 12 apostles, the meaning of the rite signifies Jesus' unconditional love.
The decree, issued by Cardinal Sarah and dated January 6, 2016, states that pastors can choose "a small group of the faithful to represent the variety and the unity of each part of the people of God. Such small groups can be made up of men and women, and it is appropriate that they consist of people young and old, healthy and sick, clerics, consecrated men and women and laity." [Source: http://www.catholicnews.com]
So if you see changes at the foot-washing ritual on Holy Thursday, now you know the reason.
The original "Frequently Asked Question" of April 11, 2004
Q. 1. What is the Catholic Church teaching regarding the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday? Are women permitted to participate? At my Church, the female gender is literally taking over the Church. Now, we only have altar girls, a female choir, female Eucharistic ministers, etc... and now 12 women for the washing of the feet. Something does not sound right here.
A. 1. The Vatican instruction regarding the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday that is found in the rubric of the Sacramentary states:
"Depending on pastoral circumstances, the washing of feet follows the homily. The men who have been chosen (viri selecti) are led by the ministers to chairs prepared at a suitable place. Then the priest (removing his chasuble if necessary) goes to each man. With the help of the ministers he pours water over each one's feet and dries them."
The words ('viri selecti') refers to only men.

Q. 2. Then where did this female participation in the washing of the feet originate from?
A. 2. The origin of the washing of the feet of women can be traced to the United States in 1987. This practice has become widespread in other countries, including Canada.
A statement is found on this matter on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website at http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/q&a/general/feet.htm. Paragraphs 4 and 5 state:
"4. Because the gospel of the mandatum read on Holy Thursday also depicts Jesus as the "Teacher and Lord" who humbly serves his disciples by performing this extraordinary gesture which goes beyond the laws of hospitality, the element of humble service has accentuated the celebration of the foot washing rite in the United States over the last decade or more. In this regard, it has become customary in many places to invite both men and women to be participants in this rite in recognition of the service that should be given by all the faithful to the Church and to the world. Thus, in the United States, a variation in the rite developed in which not only charity is signified but also humble service."
"5 .While this variation may differ from the rubric of the Sacramentary which mentions only men ("viri selecti"), it may nevertheless be said that the intention to emphasize service along with charity in the celebration of the rite is an understandable way of accentuating the evangelical command of the Lord, "who came to serve and not to be served," that all members of the Church must serve one another in love."

Q. 3. In the Dioceses where females participate in the washing of the feet, do their Bishops have the authority to implement this change?
A. 3. Those Bishops do not have the authority except where the law specifically allows them to do so. The proper authority for the interpretation of documents is the Holy See or a two-thirds vote of an episcopal conference. In such a case, where two-thirds of the Bishops of a country have voted in favour of a change due to their interpretation at an episcopal conference, their interpretation must still be sent to the Holy See for ratification (approval and the giving of a formal sanction). Except where the law specifically allows them to do so, no individual Bishop or pastor can give his personal interpretation of a document that originates from the Holy See. 

In conclusion, according to the instructions handed down from the Vatican, only men can participate in the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday. This all male implementation is to reflect that the Apostles of Jesus were all men.
Would it be appropriate to have a baby girl on Christmas Day to represent the birth of Jesus? Certainly not because Jesus was a boy! Accordingly, it is not appropriate to have females for the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday when the Apostles were all males. END
How much things have changed under Pope Francis!
Latin rite Indian bishops have been quick off the mark on the washing and kissing of the feet of women as “permitted” by Pope Francis’ IN MISSA IN CENA DOMINI, and I am informed that it was the subject of not a few priests’ homilies, whereas scores of other Encyclicals, Apostolic Letters and Documents have disappeared under the mat over the almost two decades that I have been observing things closely.
Wash feet to empower

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/in-other-news/270316/wash-feet-to-empower.html 
By John Mary, Thiruvananthapuram, March 27, 2016

The Church is often accused of gender bias. Its teachings are interpreted and propagated through the medium of a patriarchal society such that male symbolism is inescapable. Pope Francis sought to stem this bias, by washing the feet of women on Holy Thursday. It’s been hugely symbolic. Call it historic course correction. The Pope decreed it to be part of rituals for the universal Church.

But part of the universe, the Oriental churches, sought more time for consultations before implementing the papal order. The synod of the Syro-Malabar Church is due in August, when it is expected to debate the question of including women for the foot-washing. The Malankara rite, led by Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Thottunkal, has also sought more time before taking the radical step.
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Bishop Varghese Chakkalakal washes and kisses the foot of a woman during the symbolic Maundy Thursday ceremony at Deva Matha Cathedral in Kozhikode, 2016
But, Fr Jose Vailikodathu*, the vicar of Blessed Sacrament Church under the Syro-Malabar rite at Cardinal Nagar, Thrikkakara, had initiated it last year, taking a cue from Francis.  Fr Vailikodathu said the Church should not have delayed the implementation of the Papal decree because it “makes history” through a leg-up for equality.

He cautions the church against being regressive and says women will revolt if the church leaders decide to maintain the status quo. ‘To delay this empowerment order is to go against the spirit of the Gospel, which is for all people”, he said. But the Syro-Malabar church has a different take. Says Fr Paul Thelakat: “Now the Pope has made a change in the ritual of Latin Church. But as far as the oriental Catholics are concerned ritual changes are made not by the Pope but by the synod of bishops of the particular church. This is true of two catholic oriental churches in India.

“I hope these two churches are not saying that Papal teaching is not applicable to them but they want to enact the teaching and make their ritual according to what Pope Francis and the current spirit of the times is saying to all the Catholics”.

Fr Vailikodathu counters this saying it’s been there for all to see during the past three years. On the first Maundy Thursday after his election, Francis washed the feet of 12 young people, two of them women, and two of them Muslim, during the Holy Mass at Rome’s juvenile detention centre, Casal del Marmo.
He revised rules for the traditional foot-washing ritual on Holy Thursday, decreeing that the rite should no longer be limited to men and boys, but also include women and young girls.

So, the vicar says, it is not a bolt from the blue. He also debunks the argument in some quarters that Christ did not wash the feet of women at the last supper.
He says such an argument overlooks the social context in which Christ practised his public ministry in a male-dominated Jewish society.  Traditional Jewish men at the beginning of the daily morning prayers recite: “Blessed are you, Lord, our God, ruler of the universe who has not created me a woman.”

The Jewish social structure during Jesus’s public ministry had a worse gender bias. Says Fr Gladin Alex, the judicial vicar of the archdiocese of Thiruvananthapuram: “The discretion given to the oriental churches shows the magnanimity of the Pope. The supreme pontiff is the head of the Catholic Church and not exclusively of the Latin rite”.   

Prof. Sarah Joseph says the prelates, who should instil great values in the laity, had turned their backs on a Godsend to make the Church equal. At a time when the world is debating the right of women to worship at Sabarimala, a few churches refuse to be guided, preferring to wallow in conservatism.  Ironically, the Pope proposes, Church disposes.

She says the prelates cite archaic logic to perpetuate a slant against women. Isn’t it naive to say that man-woman touch in the West/Europe society is OK while it is taboo in oriental tradition? Why do they not see that the practice of excluding women from the foot-washing is a vestige of the male-dominated Semitic religion, which reckons women are of a lower social order?

Male-dominated society considers it infra-dig to touch the feet of a woman.  The priest is the ordained ideal personality. So he should not stoop to touch a woman’s feet. So goes the argument. Next is the question of morality. Priests are ordained to be bramhacharis, for whom the touch of woman is a strict No, No.

She says that according a section of opinion even if the celibate priest has no evil intent, his touching a woman can be scandalous to onlookers. Arguments for and against including women are also germane to the post-second Vatican council’s revolutionary shift in approach to the perception of Church, from being clergy-oriented to a “people of God Church”. At the root lies the fact of gender equality.

*See Syro Malabar Church to probe priest washing women’s feet 
http://mattersindia.com/2016/03/syro-malabar-church-to-probe-priest-washing-womens-feet/ in QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01C-MAUNDY THURSDAY FOOT WASHING 4.0-MORE REACTIONS 
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Thrissur Archbishop Andrews Thazhath kissing the feet of a priest after washing it during the Maundy Thursday rituals at Lourde’s Metropolitan Cathedral in Thrissur
Source: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/maundy-thursday-observed-with-piety/article8395370.ece, 2016
Debate in church over Pope call to open ritual to women
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1160325/jsp/nation/story_76301.jsp#.VxTAGPl96M8
By Anita Joshua, March 25, 2016
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Joseph Karikkassery, bishop of the Latin Catholic Church at Kottappuram, Kerala, kisses a woman's foot during the Maundy Thursday ritual on March 24
A debate is on among a section of Indian Christians over the exemption granted to the Eastern Churches from the papal decree that women and girls too have their feet washed ritually on Maundy Thursday.

Priests have traditionally washed the feet only of men and boys on Maundy Thursday (the day before Good Friday). The ritual is meant to spread the message of humility in memory of Jesus Christ washing the feet of his 12 disciples before the Last Supper the night prior to the crucifixion.

Pope Francis had on December 20, 2014, decided that those chosen for feet-washing "may be from all the people of God, and not only men and boys". The decision was made effective in January this year.

But the exemption granted to the Eastern Churches - which include the Syro-Malabar and the Syro-Malankara Churches in India - has dismayed sections within the clergy and laity.

From the platform of the Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace, they have written to the heads of the two Eastern Churches, all the bishops of Kerala and others in the Catholic Church hierarchy besides Cyril Vasil S.J., Archbishop Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches at the Vatican, seeking reconsideration of the exemption.

The forum's letter said the Pope's decision was aimed at sending a strong message to the entire world that he was serious about ending discrimination against women.

"We are of the view that this desire and instruction to include both men and women in the ritual... is meant for the universal Church," it said.

Syro-Malabar Church spokesman Fr Jimmy Poochakkatt said the change was only in the rubric of the Latin liturgy, and the Vatican had clarified this in response to a letter sent by the head of his church, George Cardinal Alencherry.

"For this year, we have decided to continue with the old order. But the papal mind is clear on this and we will discuss the decree at our next Synod."

The papal decision was made effective by a decree on January 6. It was published on January 21 and, within five days, Cardinal Alencherry had sought a clarification whether it applied to the Eastern Churches.

In his reply, Archbishop Vasil said: "Both the Decree and the letter of the Holy Father, which prompted it, mention specifically, and only 'the roman rite' and 'the Roman Missal'. Thus, this change does not concern liturgical practices in the Eastern Churches."

The Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches together account for 39 of the 170 Catholic dioceses in the country, the remaining being the Latin rite.

The Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches are Kerala-centric, with a few churches outside the state for Malayalis living elsewhere. Of the two, Syro-Malabar is numerically stronger with 29 dioceses.

The participation of both men and women in this annual ritual has been going on in some Catholic churches of the US for years.

A parish priest of the Blessed Sacrament Church at Thrikkakkara, a Kochi suburb, which comes under the Syro-Malabar Church, however, included 12 women in the foot-washing ritual today, PTI reported.

Fr Jose Vayalikkodath said he was "just implementing a revolutionary decision" by the Pope. He said he had done it last year too and his parish members "are so happy".

Fr Poochakkatt, however, said the Syro-Malabar Church would "examine" the matter.
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Archbishop Marampudi Joji of Hyderabad kisses the feet of a parishioner during a Maundy Thursday service at St. Anthony's Church in Hyderabad, 2010
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Baselios Cardinal Cleemis performed the ‘washing of the feet’ ceremony at St Mary’s Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Pattom, the See of the Major Archbishop Catholicos of Thiruvananthapuram, 2013
[image: image13.jpg]


 [image: image14.jpg]



At the Milagres Cathedral Kallianpur, Bishop Gerald Isaac Lobo of Udupi performed the ritual, 2016
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An unidentified Indian bishop
Eastern churches bar women from washing feet ritual
Keeping it a men-only ceremony in India is about practicalities, says priest

http://www.ucanews.com/news/eastern-churches-bar-women-from-washing-feet-ritual/75550 

By Christopher Joseph, Kochi, March 22, 2016

The two Eastern Catholic churches in India have decided not to include women in the washing of the feet ceremony on Maundy Thursday this year, which some Catholics say stands in conflict with papal guidance.
Pope Francis allowed the inclusion of women in the ceremony by changing the previous prescription that said the "feet of 12 men be washed." The changed regulation now asks pastors to "select a small group of the faithful" for the ritual washing.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the head of the Latin-rite church in India, explained the changes in a circular early this month to all bishops encouraging them to consider "all sections of the faithful" including women for the ceremony.

However, Cardinal George Alencherry, the major archbishop of the Eastern Syro-Malabar Church, told media that his church will wash the feet of only 12 men following the age-old liturgical tradition as the Vatican has exempted Eastern churches.

Father Jimmy Poochakkatt, spokesman of the Syro-Malabar Church told ucanews.com that his church, and the smaller Syro-Malakara Church, were exempted because changes are part of the Latin liturgy and Eastern churches are "liturgically different."

He said the churches have sought clarification from the Vatican's Eastern congregation, which oversees the Eastern-rite churches, and it has exempted them because Eastern churches do not follow the Roman rite or Roman Missal.

However, this exclusion of women is a temporary decision, the spokesman said. "We are an autonomous church having freedom to decide on our liturgy, but the synod is our supreme decision-making body. Any liturgical change such as this must come from the synod," Father Poochakkatt said.

After discussions with senior bishops, the major archbishop decided to maintain the status quo until the next synod meeting in August, he said.

"I'm sure the synod will take a positive decision on this," Father Poochakkatt said.

Father Kuriakose Thadathil, who overseas liturgical matters in the Syro-Malabar Church, told ucanews.com that Maundy Thursday's liturgy is essentially different and that only bishops lead the ceremony.

"There are 14 bishops in the church and there will only be 14 washing of feet ceremonies," said Father Thadathil.

"Traditionally the bishop washes the feet of 12 selected priests in the re-enactment of the divine drama of the Last Supper. It is not practical to include women in the ceremony," he said.

The priest said the exclusion women from the liturgy has never been seen as gender discrimination. "It is a nonissue" in his church, explained the priest.

Missed opportunity
The Syro-Malabar Church "has missed a great opportunity to demonstrate the adherence to Christ and his teaching through a meaningful gesture of inclusiveness," said the Forum of Religious For Justice and Peace, based in Hyderabad in a letter to Cardinal Alencherry.

Father Jacob Peenikaparambil, the forum's national convener told ucanews.com, the argument that the synod is the body to decide on liturgical issues is being used as an excuse.

"They could have discussed and implemented such changes even before Pope Francis changed the rules," because his action to this direction came long ago, said the priest.

The Eastern churches have to respect their nuns and women more than it does now, said Father Paul Thelakat from the Syro-Malabar Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly.

Father Thelakat expressed hope that the Eastern churches are not saying that papal teachings are not applicable to them but are seeking more time to implement what Pope Francis is saying to all Catholics.

"I do not think any sensible Catholic can say what the pope is saying does not concern me. Such a stand can work as an anarchic force within the church," said Father Thelakat.
Readers’ comments
1. "Eastern churches bar women from washing feet ritual" These Churches have not "barred" women. There is NO obligation to include women. And, indeed, many devout women will doubtless not share in any shock horror reaction created by your headline.
2. Like altar girls, the impact of this inclusive gesture may have more profound outcomes in the longer term. Replicating the apostles as the twelve by gender is an intrinsic element in the Sacrament of Orders, so the exemption in this sacramental is either just a 'feel good' moment, or one of profound longer term significance!?
Pope to Kiss the Feet of Prisoners Again on Holy Thursday -- to the Exclusion of the Faith
http://eponymousflower.blogspot.in/2015/03/pope-to-kiss-feet-of-prisoners-again-on.html
By Giuseppe Nardi, March 12, 2015

Edit: who cares about liturgical norms and rubrics?
(Rome) On Holy Thursday, Pope Francis will visit the Roman prison Rebibbia and wash and kiss the feet of twelve prisoners.  After the Holy Thursday liturgy in the youth prison in Rome in 2013, and a center for the disabled 2014, Pope Francis will visit the great Roman prison Rebibbia on April 2, 2015. There are pre-trial prisoners and prisoners serving sentences or under five years.

At 5:30pm   he will celebrate the Lord's Super in the prison church. It takes place in the framework of the foot washing, which dates back to the direct model of Jesus Christ at the Last Supper.

Pope is to wash the feet of twelve male and female 

As the chaplain of Rebibbia, Don Sandro Spriano, told Vatican Radio, the Pope will wash the feet of twelve male and female. "We are very happy that the Pope has accepted our invitation which we have spoken of at a meeting at a Mass in Santa Marta last September. He told us that he would like, if possible, to come to us on Holy Thursday. We will repeat the experience of three years ago with Pope Ratzinger in a different context and with another person," said Kaplan.

"For the prisoners it is certainly an important sign of attention by the Church of Rome to their situation. We always say that they are the most unhappy. To show them that they are children of God who are loved by the Church and especially of the Pope, is very very important for them. Moreover, in this celebration, male and female prisoners will come together for the first time. The occupants of the women's prison will be brought to us. This has not been done before.It is a beautiful thing," said Don Spriano.

Meeting with Benedict XVI in other settings still vividly remembered

"I have vivid memories of the meeting with Benedict XVI because it was a dialogue with questions and answers of the Pope himself at the time. It was a truly fraternal meeting," said the chaplain.

From politicians he expects that "the prison is simply not a place of punishment and revenge by society on those who commit crimes, but - as required by the Constitution - is a place of rehabilitation and reintegration, a basis in order to live better when you come out," said Don Sandro Spriano, the prison chaplain Rebibbia in Rome, where Pope Francis will visit the prisoners on April 2, on Holy Thursday.

Concerns: overshadowing the institution of the Eucharist and the priesthood by reduction to the social aspect

The Lord's Supper is one of the few important events in the church year in which the popes have traditionally celebrated in the cathedral church of the bishop of Rome, San Giovanni in Laterano, the mother of all churches. Considering the change of location, which Pope Francis is making on this day, there are significant concerns within the Church.  This includes the discomfort that the Pope celebrates a central Liturgy of the Paschal Triduum, the three holy days, again excluding the faithful.

For a critique, see the articles gesture spectacle - After Washing Prisoners' Feet Pope Washes Disabled of "different religions' feet and Some questions about Pope Francis - responses from Vatican spokesman Father Lombardi.
Readers have left 100 comments

Filipino bishops welcome new rules in Holy Thursday ritual. Some parishes had already included women
http://www.ucanews.com/news/filipino-bishops-welcome-new-rules-in-holy-thursday-ritual/75036
January 25, 2016
Sri Lankan bishops want women in washing of feet. Pastors told to follow Pope Francis' instruction for Holy Thursday
http://www.ucanews.com/news/sri-lankan-bishops-want-women-in-washing-of-feet-/75270
February 19, 2016
In the beginning:
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Toward resolving the annual Mandatum rite controversies
http://www.canonlaw.info/a_footfight.htm 

By Dr. Edward Peters, Canon Lawyer, March 2006, updated April 6, 2013

Holy Week is almost upon us, and that means that, while we try to prepare for the awesome mysteries of the Triduum, we’ll also have to endure the annual Lenten foot fight: You know, “Is it okay for Father to wash the feet of women on Holy Thursday?”

John XIII: 12-15: When he had washed their feet, and taking his garments, and resumed his place, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. (RSV)

The foot-washing rite, called the Mandatum (command), was re-introduced into the liturgy by Pope Pius XII in 1955. A recent circular letter from the Congregation for Divine Worship explains its purpose: “The washing of the feet of chosen men which, according to tradition, is performed on this day, represents the service and charity of Christ, who came ‘not to be served, but to serve’ (Matt XX: 28). This tradition should be maintained, and its proper significance explained.” CDW, Paschales Solemnitatis (16 January 1988), n. 51.
Present liturgical law is clear that only adult males (viri) may have their feet washed at the Mass of the Last Supper: “Lotio pedum …11. Viri selecti deducuntur a ministris ad sedilia loco apto parata. Tunc sacerdos … accedit ad singulos, eisque fundit aquam super pedes et abstergit …” (Mass of the Lord's Supper, Roman Missal 2002). Therefore, if someone is washing the feet of any females (or, it seems, even of males under 18, per 1983 CIC 97), he is in violation of the Holy Thursday rubrics.  

But there are two significant problems. 

First, it is common knowledge that permissions have been granted to individual bishops to permit women to have their feet washed. Under canon law, such variations do not constitute a change in universal norms nor do they provide others a precedent upon which to adopt practices contrary to law (see 1983 CIC 16 § 3). Still, such exceptions inevitably make people wonder why something like this is illicit in one diocese yet permissible in another. Moreover, Rome’s practice of granting such permissions privately makes it difficult to know the level of authority involved in making the exception and to refute rumors that others were granted. 

Second, the rubric provokes the bigger question of why the rite is restricted to adult men in the first place. Most commonly, it is argued that the rite represents Christ’s actions at the Last Supper and therefore it must be done as He did it. 

Consider two liturgical experts, ambo resplendentes in scientia et fide: Rev. Edward McNamara: “This means preparing the rite following liturgical law to the letter, [and to] explain its meaning as an evocation of Christ's gesture of service and charity to his apostles, and avoid getting embroiled in controversies that try to attribute to the rite meanings it was never meant to have.” (Zenit, 28 March 2006) And Mr. Jimmy Akin: “Since the rite re-enacts Jesus' washing of the Twelve Apostles' feet (all of whom were men) and since the text for the rite in Latin refers to it being performed on viri selecti ("selected men") ... only men should be used." (Blog, 21 Mar 2005) and "This rubric requires twelve males because they are representing the Twelve Apostles whose feet Jesus washed." (Blog, 28 Feb 05).

There are problems with both of these explanations. 

Besides the fact that the entire rite is optional and so need not be done at all, consider: 

-no specific number of men is required for the rite, so the connection asserted between 12 men and the 12 Apostles is at best ambiguous; 

-indeed, there are no references to “apostles” in the mandatum rubrics or the circular letter, which instead explain the rite in terms of “Christ’s gesture of service and charity”, a ministry obviously not limited to apostles; and,

-Christ’s explicit mandate at the Last Supper was “you also should do as I have done to you”, a command no one reads as restricting the recipients of ordained ministry to apostles or their successors. 

Thus, Fr. McNamara’s claim that the rite evokes “Christ's gesture of service and charity to his apostles” and Mr. Akin’s statement that the rite “requires twelve males because they are representing the Twelve Apostles” are eisegetical. Ironically, both men might still have a point, but one would have to look beyond what Rome has actually said to find it. In the meantime, we are left wondering, just what is the value served by restricting the rite to adult men?

Canon 208. From their rebirth in Christ, there exists among all the Christian faithful a true equality regarding dignity and action by which they all cooperate in the building up of the Body of Christ according to each one's own condition and function.

Earlier, I said there are two problems with the law at present. But really, there are three.

Bishops who are, quite correctly, upholding the law as it reads, know that this matter is purely one of ecclesiastical law (which means it is changeable, albeit only by Rome per 1983 CIC 838). They know that the reasons commonly offered in support of the law are either literally non-existent (as above) or are inconclusive. And they know that in some places this rubric is unnecessarily divisive. At a minimum, then it is hard to reconcile this liturgical restriction with the principle of fundamental equality of the faithful succinctly set forth in Canon 208 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law. 

But bishops know something else: they know that virtually every time a provision of liturgical (not divine) law has been challenged in recent decades (by people who love the Church, or otherwise) on such topics as Saturday Mass of anticipation, Communion in the hand, female altar servers, regular distribution of Precious Blood, lay service as extraordinary ministers—the list goes on and on—virtually every time, I say, that such restrictions have been challenged, Rome has changed the rule after a lot of hard feelings were generated in trying to defend it. 
And that is truly regrettable. Liturgical law should protect and enhance the essentials and beauty of divine worship; it should not become a proving ground of episcopal willingness to enforce Roman decrees.

Personally, it makes no difference to me which way the Legislator decides to go here; if he wants to emphasize the symbolism of apostolic presence at the Last Supper and therefore restrict those getting their feet washed to adult men, fine. If he wants to emphasize the symbolism of Christ’s love for all his disciples and therefore authorize women having their feet washed, fine. But I think we need to have a clear ruling, one way or the other, once and for all. It would also help to have an articulation of pastorally convincing reasons to back up the choice (though such reasons need not be "convincing" to everyone in order for the law to be binding.)

Finally, we really need to stop having this debate only during Lent; it’s too late to do anything about it by this time of the year. This question should be studied, and answered, during the coming year. There are many more important things to ponder during the Church's holiest season.
A suggestion

The Washing of the Feet is a time-consuming rite that breaks up the flow of the liturgy, is difficult to see from any place besides the front few pews, and leaves the congregation with nothing to do for a prolonged period. Why not, then, move it from Holy Thursday in parishes to the Chrism Mass, a special Mass that bishops and priests typically celebrated some days or weeks before Holy Week, and have the bishop wash the feet of 12 of his priests? The symbolism of the rite would be much stronger, and all controversies instantly resolved.
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