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Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
02- DOES POPE FRANCIS APPROVE OF MEDJUGORJE? 
I have since a long time intended to compile -- and make available at this site -- the voluminous information that I have received by email from Catholic apologists worldwide and also retrieved from the Internet about the alleged apparitions that have occurred at Medjugorje. The "seers" of Medjugorje as well as their messages have been rejected in totality by their local bishops, a point that every Catholic must take serious note of when promoting those (or any other) private revelations. The so-called visionaries and the messages of their "Gospa" are currently under investigation by Rome, and until the impending report from the Holy See is made public, Catholics must exercise great caution in accepting -- and advocating – them as genuine.
When I came across this excellent review of Medjugorje, I thought it deserved space on our web site:
MEDJUGORJE-CAREY WINTERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-CAREY_WINTERS.doc.
See also articles on a few other dubious apparition sites including

AKITA, JAPAN-ARE THE SUPERNATURAL EVENTS GENUINE? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AKITA-JAPAN-ARE_THE_SUPERNATURAL_EVENTS_GENUINE.doc, 

MAUREEN SWEENEY-HOLY LOVE MINISTRIES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAUREEN_SWEENEY-HOLY_LOVE_MINISTRIES.doc, and
PATRICIA DE MENEZES-THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PATRICIA_DE_MENEZES-THE_COMMUNITY_OF_DIVINE_INNOCENCE.doc. 
There is also a very useful and comprehensive compilation on 
PRIVATE REVELATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_REVELATION.doc in which Medjugorje figures.
Immediately following the election of Cardinal Bergoglio as Pope, I came across four sites which published two articles [1. and 2. are the same; 3. and 4. are basically identical] by one Jakob Marschner.
1. New Pope was happy to hear of Medjugorje
http://www.medjugorjetoday.tv/9167/new-pope-was-happy-to-hear-of-medjugorje/ 

By Jakob Marschner on March 13, 2013

2. New Pope was happy to hear of Medjugorje
http://deaconjohn1987.blogspot.in/2013/03/mons-bergoglio-who-was-very-happy-when.html 
By Jakob Marschner on March 13, 2013, posted by John Giglio, Jr 

3. New Pope approved of Medjugorje visits
By Jakob Marschner on March 17, 2013
www.medjugorjetoday.tv/9174/new-pope-approved-of-medjugorje-visits/ 
4. New Pope approved of Medjugorje visits

http://angelqueen.org/2013/03/18/new-pope-approved-of-medjugorje-visits/ 
By Jakob Marschner on March 18, 2013 

The March 13 article on the Medjugorje web site:
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires is new Pope and takes the name Francis I. Seven years ago, his fellow Argentine Archbishop Emilio Ognenovich visited Medjugorje and told the parish website that Cardinal Bergoglio was “very happy” to hear he would go there on a pilgrimage.

Pope Francis I – as Cardinal Bergoglio he was “happy” to hear another Archbishop from Argentina would go to Medjugorje

Medjugorje has been a cause of joy for the new Pope Francis I, one of his fellow Archbishops from Argentina told during his visit in May 2006.

Monsignor Emilio Ognenovich, retired Archbishop of Mercedes-Luján (Argentina) visited Medjugorje from May 25th to 31st 2006, and then told Medjugorje’s official parish website:
“I will share my own personal conviction with my fellow bishops in the Bishops Conference of Argentina, and also with our cardinal, Mons. Bergoglio, who was very happy when I told him that I was going to Medjugorje.”

From his predecessor Pope Benedict XVI, the new Pope will inherit the results of the Vatican Commission of experts who have been investigating Medjugorje since March 2010, for a final decision.
The March 17 article:

As Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis opened his diocese to Medjugorje priests, and asked Fr. Jozo Zovko to bless him. And shortly before he left for the papal conclave in Rome, he approved of visionary Ivan Dragicevic’s public apparition arrangements that drew 10,000 people.
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Part of the audience present at visionary Ivan Dragicevic’s public apparition on March 6, 2013 at Luna Park, Buenos Aires, an arrangement approved of by then-Cardinal Bergoglio
Medjugorje is far from unknown to Pope Francis.

In the recent newsletter of the organization Children of Medjugorje, Sr. Emmanuel Maillard summarizes three occasions when the new Pope, as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, approved of public talks from prominent Medjugorje visitors in his diocese.

The most recent of these approvals was given just a few weeks ago: “He welcomed Fr. Jozo Zovko while on his mission in Argentina. He welcomed Fr. Danko last year, for his mission through Argentina. And Cardinal Bergoglio allowed (visionary) Ivan to spread his witness in Buenos Aires early this March. Only a few days before leaving for Rome to join the conclave, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio gave his approval for Ivan to receive the apparition at Luna Park” Sr. Emmanuel informs.

Ivan further visited the Malvinas Microstadium where he drew about 5,500 people on March 4, a slightly higher number than at Luna Park two days later.

Fr. Jozo Zovko, parish priest in Medjugorje by the time the apparitions began, tells the Croatian newspaper Slobodna Dalmacija that he spent a long time with then-Archbishop Bergoglio during his visit to Argentina in the late 1990s.

“We spent a long time together and talked about everything in Buenos Aires. And he was interested. We prayed together and at the end he asked me for a blessing. I touched one fine and good man. He is a good choice for a Church that is getting better, and there is no better person than Francis to rebuild the Church. Pope Francis’s gift to the Church is a fruit of the grace at this time. He dares to talk about our failures” Fr. Jozo tells Slobodna Dalmacija.

“He called for prayer, and his first move (as Pope) was going to Our Lady with a bouquet of flowers. There is a man who, like Mary at Cana, sees and feels and knows where to go.”

“We need such people deeply rooted in prayer. He holds a Rosary in his hand, and draws on the Gospel. It is the key that opens all closed doors, and the Pope is showing us the way.”
THREE COMMENTS
-Think I will only wear black from now to mourn the death of the church. –Little Paddle
-LP, it looks very bad but that is not what has happened. The Revolution continues, yes. But it will not be victorious.

One more medjugoogoo/charismania figure, even a pope, won’t make a difference in the long run. Even if we got a "Pius X / the Second" – the googoos would have gone their merry way in total disobedience, anyway. They’ve been doing that since the 80s. Heresy is in the air everyone breathes these days. –GPM Trad
-Ecclesial Disciplinary Actions against Fra Jozo Zovko, OFM
medjugorjedocuments.blogspot.com/2010/02/ecclesial-disciplinary-actions-against.html
This is a list of disciplinary actions taken against Fra Jozo Zovko, OFM through early 2009. It was compiled by Mark Waterinckx of Belgium. Mark had gone to Medjugorje at least 24 times and had raised many thousands of dollars. He knew Fr. Jozo Zovko personally through his promotional activities in Medjugorje before discovering sobering realities about the phenomena and the players. He has since worked actively to expose these things.

For serious researchers and academics, I would encourage you to contact the Diocese of Mostar-Duvno using the reference numbers below for documents and further clarification on any particular event listed. Conclusions made in this document belong to Mark Waterinckx. The work is placed here for the sake of the chronology and document numbers. 

Below Mark’s document, are other items related to Fr. Jozo’s faculties.

The Papal War against Medjugorje: Jozo Zovko exiled 

1st Suspension: On 23-8-1989 (letter nr. 622/89) Jozo has been suspended by Mostar-bishop Zanic, because of serious accusations. 
Jozo refuses to obey and appeals to the Congregation for the Evangelization of the Peoples in Rome. 

This Congregation confirms on 15-2-1990 (letter nr. 5673/89) the suspension of Jozo by Mgr. Zanic, and asks that Jozo should be exiled to a convent, far from Medjugorje. 

Jozo refuses. 

On 25-7-1991 (letter nr. 377/91) the Franciscan provincial of Hercegovina proposes to the bishop of Mostar to transfer Jozo to the convent of Siroki Brijeg, only 30 km from Medjugorje. 

The bishops responds on 30-7-1991 (letter nr. 557/91), refusing this proposal. 

On 2-9-1991 (letter nr. 649/91) bishop Zanic complains that Jozo, notwithstanding his suspension, continues to administer the Sacraments in Siroki Brijeg. 

When Mgr. Peric is installed as the new bishop of Mostar in August 1993, Jozo is still committing insubordination. 

On 11-11-1993 the Congregation for the Evangelization of the Peoples writes to the Minister-General of the Franciscan order that Jozo and 3 other Franciscans are suspended, but that they continue practicing their priestly functions in the vicinity of Medjugorje. 

On 29-12-1993 the Franciscan Province informs bishop Peric by letter nr. 380/93 that Jozo is appointed as the parish administrator in Siroki Brijeg. 

On 4-2-1994 the bishop by letter nr.69/94 expresses his consternation about this. 

On 12-6-1994 the bishop makes a canonical visit to Siroki Brijeg. Jozo confirms him that, notwithstanding his suspension, he still hears confessions. 

2nd Suspension: On 14-6-1994 the bishop notifies by letter nr. 423/1994, that Jozo is automatically suspended according to canon 1378 par. 2. 

On 15-6-1994 the bishop also notifies Jozo’s superior of this by letter nr. 423/1994-ad. 

Jozo did not pay any attention to this letter and continues to be disobedient. 

During his ad limina-visit to Rome, the bishop by letter nr. 1203/98 of 6-11-1998, informs the Holy See of this situation. 

Without mentioning the irregular status of Jozo, in 2002 the Provincial writes that "those who accept Medjugorje, consider Jozo as a devote priest, and that he, on invitation, gives spiritual retreats on the island of Jakljan and in Medjugorje." 

3rd Suspension: On 26-6-2004 in a long letter nr. 843/2004, bishop Peric suspends Jozo for the third time because of his persistent disobedience. He invites him to the bishop’s office in Mostar in order to regularize his priestly status. In the diocesan Curia the bishop wants to show him all documents related to his illegal pastoral activities as well as to his ‘moral’ life. This decree has been officially published in the diocesan bulletin Vrhbosna, 3/2004 p. 293-298. 

Jozo again refuses to obey. 

And what happens now? On 9-2-2009, the personal assistant of Jozo in Siroki Brijeg, Vesna Cuzic, informs all Medjugorje-groups, that Jozo, for reasons of "health, rest and convalescence, and for renovation of buildings on the island of Badija-Croatia" (how 'logical': renovating buildings while he is supposed to take a rest…), Jozo will not be available for pilgrims for the rest of the year 2009. 

During the annual meeting of the Medjugorje-Guides in March 2009, the provincial, Fr. Ivan Sesar, made known that Jozo had 'requested for a sabbatical year…'
But rumors say that recently Jozo has been seen for several days in Rome, and that after the severe punishment and exile of Fr. Tomislav Vlasic by the Vatican in 2008, a new commission is now occupying themselves with the 'Jozo case'. 

Jozo’s superiors, who until now, had always supported Jozo’s disobedience, now seem to feel uneasy and therefore exiled Jozo to the small island of Badija, near the island Korcula, thus obeying the demand of 1990 of the Congregation for the Evangelization of the Peoples. 

And indeed, in the Croatian Magazine 'Nacional' of 24-2-2009 (p. 68-72) appeared a long article, titled: 'Papal War against Medjugorje' [Google Translated link - DK]. Subtitle: 'The exile of Jozo'. 

Furthermore: "Jozo was moved from Siroki Brijeg and left behind on the island Badija for as long as the Papal Commission concerning Medjugorje is pursuing her investigation". 

At last Jozo has been banned to a convent, far from Medjugorje, "ordered by Rome and against his own will". 

But, as is always the case, the Medjugorje-media are manipulating the naïve Medjugorje-fans and falsify the real motive for his exile. 

'Nacional' continues: "Jozo was moved to Badija not because of health reasons, as was officially stated, but exiled by the Franciscan Province. After 18 years of resistance and disobedience, Jozo was compelled to obey a decision of the Holy See since February 1990, whereby Rome confirmed the suspension by Mgr. Zanic in 1989." 

At the end of 2008, the administration of the Franciscan Province of Hercegovina decided that Jozo at last should accept the punishment by Rome. 

To some close friends Jozo said that he was 'sent to the desert'. 

Many ask themselves why, after 18 years, Jozo has finally obeyed the decision of the Church Administration. The answer is that very soon the Vatican will start a new commission about Jozo and Medjugorje. And it is well known that the former Card. Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, was rather negative about Medjugorje… (See his letter of 22-7-1998)
"Jozo has now decided not to be an obstacle in that process." 

Feast of St Joseph, 19-3-2009, Mark Waterinckx, Belgium -Tom
From: Michael Prabhu To: Waterinckx Mark Cc: Maria Laura Pio Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2013 8:16 AM 
Subject: POPE FRANCIS AND MEDJUGORJE

Dear Mark,
It seems that Pope Francis is a Medjugorje believer. Have you or Maria Laura come across any other such links?
Love, Michael

From: Maria Laura Pio To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2013 1:34 PM

Subject: Re: POPE FRANCIS AND MEDJUGORJE
Dear Michael,

This is the first I hear of it. But I'm not fully surprised, because Medjugorje has good press in Argentina, where most people believe it has been approved. There is very little critical information available. I do hope that the Commission on Medjugorje will present a full report to the Pope, and that he will understand the many problems linked to the claims of the seers and the scandals authored by several of the Franciscans who support them. 

If I see any other article on the matter, I will send it to you.

In the Joy of the Resurrection, Maria Laura

From: mark waterinckx To: prabhu ; Maria Laura Pio Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2013 1:50 PM

Subject: Fwd: Bergoglio & Med.
Dear Michael,
Below is a letter to bishop Peric of Mostar. 
It's clear that the confessor influenced Pope Francis. Medjugorje is a hamlet depending from the town Citluk. In the '90s it was not too well known that Jozo Zovko had been suspended already in 1989 (by bishop Zanic) and 1994 (by bishop Peric). Even I knew nothing then.
Bishop Peric is wise enough not to reply to my delicate letter
After Pope John Paul II, again a new pope who has sympathy for Medjugorje. Really Peric has no luck with the chosen popes. It's all a question of information. The Medjugorje media have much influence.
I hope that Pope Ratzinger may say some terrible truths about Medjugorje to the new pope.
Also the Medjugorje commission must have all information.
Pax et Bonum, Mark

-------- Origineel bericht -------- 
Van: markwaterinckx@skynet.be Aan: Bishop Peric Datum: Wed, 20 Mar 2013 10:35:35 +0100
Onderwerp: Bergoglio & Medjugorje
Dear bishop Peric,

We seem to have a good new pope, especially for the Medjugorje believers.
I read that:

- the last 3-4 years the confessor of Bergoglio in Buenos Aires has been an OFM-missionary from Citluk, Fr. Berislav Ostojic, pastor in Hurlingham, parish Jose Ingenieros (together with his brother Jordan Ostojic OFM).
- Bergoglio was glad when his colleague now ex-archbishop of Mercedes-Lujan, Mgr. Ognenovich, went to Medjugorje in May 2006

- in the late '90s he talked for a long time with Jozo Zovko and asked for his blessing (Jozo said to 'Slobodna Dalmacija')

- he welcomed Fr. Danko in Argentina in 2012

- he agreed with the talks of Ivan in March 2013 in 2 stadiums in Buenos Aires, Luna Park and Malvinas Microstadium

- he read all the books of Sr. Emmanuel about Medjugorje (following Annick, the interpreter of Sr. Emmanuel in Argentina)

- Sr. Emmanuel says that Bergoglio agreed with talks about Medjugorje in his diocese Buenos Aires’
It makes me think of Pope John Paul II who also had sympathy for Medjugorje, and who kissed in public the founder of the Legionaries of Christ, Fr. Marcial Maciel, who the pope called a saint and an example for modern youth. What later turned to be a false flattery, because this bisexual 'holy' man had sex with his seminarians and had children with different women.
We have to give the correct information to the new (naïve?) pope. I hope you, or the commission in Rome, or Pope Benedict will help him to open his eyes about the Medjugorje scam*. *See pages 5, 6 and 7.
I prepare an article for a conference about "Medjugorje is demonic", perhaps in Fatima this May.
Pax et Bonum, Mark 
PS. Do you know one 'apparition' that Rome ever approved against the will of the local bishop?
New Pope approved of Medjugorje visits
http://mundabor.wordpress.com/2013/03/19/medjugorje-buenos-aires-and-pope-francis/
March 19, 2013 

The scammers of Medjugorje are the latest to join the very long line of those claiming Pope Francis is on their side, and at this point one only awaits for Obama, Mugabe and Hawkins. 
The Medjugorje crowd is not new to this kind of fraud, as for decades they have spread the legend that they had the seal of approval of John Paul II. What makes the Medjugorje matter more interesting, though, is that Pope Francis will, in all probability, find on his desk a decision already made, which he will only have to make public. 
As it is universally known, the usual commission has worked on the matter with the usual lethargic slowness, and the decision expected "within the year" 2012 was then, disappointingly but predictably, officially not yet delivered. Still, I think it can be seen as granted that the works are concluded, but this was just another decision the Pontiff Emeritus did not have the guts to take. 

No Catholic doubts the heresy of Medjugorje should be exposed and uprooted once and for all, the real question being nowadays how many Catholics walk around the splendid corridors of the Vatican. I do not think we will have the "worst case". What is to be feared is a decision in Vatican II style, on the lines of: no, actually the "apparitions" aren't really worthy of belief, but the faith and zeal and Christian spirit of those who in good faith take part in the circus is to be praised, blah, blah, & blah. 

This would be a great mistake, hiding below a thin veil of fake "charity", the aiding and abetting of a Satanic manoeuvre not only mocking and offending the Blessed Virgin every day, but positively undermining the very pillars of obedience to the Church and faithfulness to Her teaching. 

Pope Francis is, we are told, a great devotee of the Blessed Virgin. Still, apparently he hasn't any problem in being blessed by Protestant pastors, which means as an Archbishop he did heresy rather well. There are, therefore, Catholic and Protestant tendencies in him. On the other hand, now he is Pope, and he is very probably smart enough to understand the time for such heretic antics has come to an end. I am, therefore, rather sure we won't see him "blessed" by the Medjugorje "seers" any time soon, and if he is a devotee of the Blessed Virgin he will keenly feel the offence made to her by the scammers. At the same time, he also seems enough of a populist and specialist in Vatican II waffle to avoid adopting crushing measures against the "simple people" of Medjugorje. 

We shall see how this pans out. The Pope desperately needs good advisors around him, able to stop him when he is tempted to do something very much in line with his Argentinian past. I trust he will understand the implications of his new role and try to learn to be a half decent Pope, rather than transforming the Papacy in another version of the Archdiocese of Buenos Aires. We must help him with our prayers, but also be vigilant and always separate sound orthodoxy from the Pinocchio masses. 

TWO COMMENTS
I have had a difficult time understanding why the church has not spoken out about Medjugorje long before now. It is a travesty. –Richard Alaise
I think it is for the following reasons: 

1. Incompetence and cowardice. Two bishops have spoken against, and they think it’s enough. No it isn’t, because it goes on. 

2. Incompetence and cowardice. Medjugorje is a huge phenomenon, and they do not want to appear "cruel" to the "little people". 

3. Incompetence and cowardice. They just don’t like taking decisions. 

Not that this is a problem limited to the Curia, mind. The Pontiff Emeritus has chosen to retire without settling the matter. 

 -Mundabor
I apologize for the language used in the Mundabor blog. –Michael
*Pope Benedict laicizes priest connected to alleged Medjugorje apparitions
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope_benedict_laicizes_priest_connected_to_alleged_medjugorje_apparitions/ 
Vatican City, July 27, 2009 (CNA) 
Pope Benedict XVI has approved the laicization of Fr. Tomislav Vlasic, a priest leading the claims that the Virgin Mary has been appearing in the Bosnian town of Medjugorje. The priest has reportedly decided to leave the priesthood and his religious order.

The action follows an investigation into concerns surrounding the alleged apparitions, the Mail Online reports.

When the apparitions allegedly began in 1981, Fr. Vlasic was named as the "creator" of the phenomenon by the local Bishop of Mostar-Duvno, Pavao Zanic.

Fr. Vlasic became the "spiritual advisor" of the six children involved in the supposed apparitions. The children now say that the Virgin Mary has visited them 40,000 times over the last 28 years.

On January 25, 2008, Fr. Vlasic was suspended by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

An inquiry was made into allegations that he exaggerated stories of the Virgin Mary's appearance, taught "dubious doctrine," manipulated consciences, engaged in "suspect mysticism" and disobeyed legitimately issued orders.  He was also investigated for sexual immorality after he allegedly made a nun pregnant, the Daily Mail says.

Fr. Vlasic was sent to a monastery in Lombardy, Italy and was forbidden to communicate with anyone without the permission of his superior. He was also required to take a course of theological-spiritual formation and make a solemn profession of faith.

On Sunday it emerged that Fr. Vlasic has chosen to leave the priesthood and his religious order.

Pope Benedict approved of his laicization in March, thus removing his priestly status.

According to the Daily Mail, several of the alleged Medjugorje seers now live in wealthy conditions and own expensive cars. One seer, Ivan Dragicevic, has married a former American beauty pageant queen.

The shrine at Medjugorje has attracted an estimated 30 million pilgrims. Millions of Catholics hope the Vatican will one day legitimize the alleged apparitions.
FOUR [OUT OF 44] COMMENTS
If all the money time and effort to promote the apparitions of Medjugorje went into living the Message of Fatima approved by the Church, the triumph of Mary may have taken place long ago. 
Disobedience to legitimate church authorities puts one in danger of cooperating in sin. The Bishop of the diocese in which the apparition takes place has the grace by God to discern the truth of an alleged apparition. Not even a Bishop of another diocese can go against the bishop of the diocese in which the apparitions take place. How many bishops have failed here to counsel the people to obey and wait? If it is from God he will change the Bishops mind. -Linda Rose
St Padre Pio, the Fatima children and other saints were always first and foremost OBEDIENT to their superiors. The Medjugorje seers and followers obstinately disregard the bishop. The Blessed Mother would never approve of this. –John

Medjugorje is not legitimised by the Vatican - this is a false claim. The decision is "non constat de supernaturalitater". The Church has spoken but the deluded Medjugorje followers continue to disobey. They have "itching ears" and seek sensational signs. They have had their answer - there is no Blessed Virgin Mary to be seen in that place or anywhere else they conjure up. Michael Davies (RIP) was correct when he wrote in his definitive book on the topic that it was the greatest hoax ever inflicted on The Church. It is tainted with falsehood, scandal and financial irregularities. –Leon

The Church has ALWAYS looked at alleged visionaries' lives as a way of evaluating the alleged visions. Always. The exemplary lives of the visionaries who have been accepted and approved has been considered a good sign that the Lord was at work there. Christ Himself told us that we would know the tree by its fruit. The Church takes the word of Him Who is the Word very seriously. The arrogance, the lack of obedience and faithfulness of those connected with any alleged apparition is a bad sign, indeed, as is the arrogance, and lack of obedience and faithfulness of those who prefer visions to the deposit of faith once delivered to the apostles. Authentic Marian influence always leads one to closer union with her Son and His Church, not away from Christ and His Church.-Disciple

The majority of the comments are pro-Medjugorje. It is not surprising. A number of otherwise reliable sites like Michael H. Brown’s spiritdaily.com* and blogs like catholicconclave.blogspot are Medjugorje believers.

*How will the Vatican rule on Medjugorje? http://www.spiritdaily.net/medjugorjeandnorms.htm 
*Medjugorje 25 years later: Apparitions and contested authenticity 
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0603480.htm 

By John Thavis Catholic News Service, Rome, MEDJUGORJE-ANNIVERSARY, June 16, 2006  
Twenty-five years after six children in Medjugorje, a village in what is now Bosnia-Herzegovina, began reporting apparitions of Mary, pilgrims are still flocking to the site and church officials are still cautious about the authenticity of the events. Marian experts continue to debate the significance of Medjugorje, and several have published books -- ranging from enthusiastically supportive to skeptical -- to coincide with the anniversary. 
In Medjugorje, Franciscan pastors are preparing for overflow crowds on June 24-25, the dates on which the alleged apparitions and messages began in 1981. They insist, however, that no special commemorations are planned. 
"Everything's been booked solid for more than a year, and we're expecting thousands of pilgrims. But we're not putting on any spectacle or festival -- just the usual program of prayer," Franciscan Father Ivan Sesar, pastor of St. James Parish in Medjugorje, said in a telephone interview. Of the six children who originally reported visions from Mary, sometimes daily, one says she still receives messages from Mary on the 25th of each month. They are published online, eagerly awaited by a large network of Christians dedicated to Medjugorje. 
According to Bishop Ratko Peric of Mostar-Duvno, whose diocese includes Medjugorje, the messages now number more than 30,000, a fact that only increases his own skepticism about the authenticity of the apparitions. 
Bishop Peric discussed Medjugorje with Pope Benedict XVI earlier this year during a visit to the Vatican. In a summary of the discussion published in his diocesan newspaper, Bishop Peric said he had reviewed the history of the apparitions with the pope, who already was aware of the main facts from his time as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 
"The Holy Father told me: We at the congregation always asked ourselves how can any believer accept as authentic apparitions that occur every day and for so many years?" Bishop Peric said. 
Bishop Peric noted that Yugoslavian bishops in 1991 issued a statement that "it cannot be confirmed that supernatural apparitions or revelations are occurring" at Medjugorje. 
Bishop Peric said he told the pope that his own opinion was even stronger -- not only that a supernatural element cannot be proven, but that "it is certain that these events do not concern supernatural apparitions." 
Other priests and bishops have spoken favorably about the apparitions, saying there is no reason to doubt the sincerity of the visionaries or the spiritual effects among pilgrims. 
At Medjugorje, the debate over authenticity has been largely set aside by the Franciscan friars who minister to pilgrims and keep in contact with the visionaries. "We are not here to give a judgment about whether the apparitions are true or not. We're here to follow the people who come, to hear their confessions, to give them pastoral care," said Father Sesar, the 39-year-old pastor. Father Sesar said that, while early pilgrims to Medjugorje may have been drawn there by curiosity or a thirst for supernatural signs like rosaries turning different colors, that is less true today. Much more significant are the long lines for confession that form every day, he said. "The biggest things in Medjugorje today are prayer and the sacraments. It's no longer a place where people come to see miracles. They are coming for spiritual growth," he said. 
Considerable attention, however, is still given to the apparitions and messages which one of the visionaries, Marija Pavlovic-Lunetti, says she continues to receive. She now lives with her husband and children in Italy. 

The message from May 2006 strikes a pious tone typical of most of the thousands of alleged communications over the last 25 years: "Decide for holiness, little children, and think of heaven. Only in this way will you have peace in your heart that no one will be able to destroy. Peace is a gift, which God gives you in prayer." 
At the Vatican, officials said they are still monitoring events at Medjugorje, but emphasized that it was not necessarily the Vatican's role to issue an official judgment on the alleged apparitions there. 
More than once in recent years, the Vatican has said that dioceses or parishes should not organize official pilgrimages to Medjugorje. That reflects the policy of the bishops. But the Vatican has also said Catholics are free to travel to the site, and that if they do the church should provide them with pastoral services. 
That has left a margin of ambiguity among Catholics. Adding to the confusion have been claims that the late Pope John Paul II strongly supported Medjugorje in various private statements; the Vatican has never confirmed those statements. 
After Pope Benedict was elected, it was rumored that as a cardinal he had once traveled incognito to Medjugorje, and that as pope he could be expected to officially approve the site as a Marian shrine. In his February visit to the Vatican, Bishop Peric said he spoke to the pope about these rumors, and that the pontiff only laughed in surprise. 
Pope Benedict, who headed the doctrinal congregation for 24 years, once said the multiplication of Marian apparitions was a "sign of the times" and should not be discounted. But he has also counseled prudence, even when it comes to apparitions officially recognized by the church, like those at Fatima, Portugal; Guadalupe, Mexico; and Lourdes, France. 
Behind the Vatican's careful approach is a basic church teaching: that public revelation ended with the death of the last apostle, and that no private revelation, however interesting, will add anything essential to the faith. 
Yet some, like Msgr. Arthur Calkins, a Vatican official and a member of the Pontifical International Marian Academy, believe that while apparitions do not furnish new truths of faith, they can help Catholics understand them better. 
Private revelations recognized by the authority of the church "may serve to bring home to the faithful truths which are already known, but not fully appreciated," Msgr. Calkins said in an interview. 
"The apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima, for example, brought home to the faithful the need for prayer, penance, conversion of heart, reparation for sins. All of this expands on the doctrine of the mystical body of Christ," he said. 
Like several other experts at the Vatican, Msgr. Calkins declined to offer any opinion about Medjugorje. 
Marian expert Donal Foley, in his new book, "Understanding Medjugorje," reviews the public evidence, particularly from the early days of the reported visions, and says that, "sadly, the only rational conclusion about Medjugorje is that it has turned out to be a vast, if captivating, religious illusion." In a phone interview, Foley listed several factors that make him dubious: contradictions over how long the apparitions would continue, the excess number of messages, their questionable and sometimes "silly" content, excess focus on inexplicable "signs," and the credulous local culture in Medjugorje. 
Foley said it was obvious that some Medjugorje pilgrims have experienced spiritual awakening. But he said part of this could be attributed to a "charismatic element that grabs people's emotions." 
Another factor, he said, is that Medjugorje may appeal to Catholics confused by changes after the Second Vatican Council. 
"It's a sad reality that some people have had to go to Medjugorje to get priests who were enthusiastic about confession, and to get the things they used to be able to get in the church in the West," he said. 
Other writers have used the 25th anniversary as an occasion to celebrate Medjugorje. Elizabeth Ficocelli's "The Fruits of Medjugorje" offers more than 200 pages of what she says are "stories of true and lasting conversion." 
In a special anniversary edition of "Medjugorje, The Message," Wayne Weible says that more than 30 million people have made the trip to Medjugorje, where what is "arguably the greatest apparition in recorded Marian history" is still going on.

*Bosnian bishop urges Medjugorje visionaries to stop claims 
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0603838.htm 

By Simon Caldwell Catholic News Service, London, July 7, 2006
The bishop whose diocese includes the Bosnian village of Medjugorje has urged six alleged Marian visionaries to stop claiming that Mary has been visiting them for 25 years.
Bishop Ratko Peric of Mostar-Duvno, Bosnia-Herzegovina, said the church "has not accepted, either as supernatural or as Marian, any of the apparitions" said to have been witnessed by a group of people from Medjugorje.
"As the local bishop, I maintain that regarding the events of Medjugorje, on the basis of the investigations and experience gained thus far throughout these last 25 years, the church has not confirmed a single apparition as authentically being the Madonna," he said. He then called on the alleged visionaries and "those persons behind the messages to demonstrate ecclesiastical obedience and to cease with these public manifestations and messages in this parish."
"In this fashion they shall show their necessary adherence to the church, by placing neither private apparitions nor private sayings before the official position of the church," he said.
"Our faith is a serious and responsible matter," he added. "The church is also a serious and responsible institution." 
The bishop made his comments June 15 during a homily at a confirmation Mass in Medjugorje's St. James Church. The diocese published the homily in English and Italian July 3. On June 25, thousands of pilgrims converged on Medjugorje to mark the 25th anniversary of the onset of the alleged apparitions.
Since June 24-25, 1981, the alleged visionaries together claim to have received more than 30,000 messages.
But Bishop Peric said in his homily that "so-called apparitions, messages, secrets and signs do not strengthen the faith, but rather further convince us that in all of this there is nothing either authentic or established as truthful."

He said in February that Pope Benedict XVI expressed similar doubts when they discussed Medjugorje during the Bosnian bishops' visit to the Vatican. Bishop Peric told the congregation that because the church did not accept the claims of the visionaries it was illicit for priests to "express their private views contrary to the official position" during Mass, in acts of popular piety or in the Catholic media.
He said Catholics were forbidden from making pilgrimages to Medjugorje if by such visits "they presuppose the authenticity of the apparitions or if by undertaking them attempt to certify these apparitions."
Bishop Peric said his views, and those of his predecessor, Bishop Pavao Zanic, who was also opposed to the claims, were supported by the pope. He expressed appreciation to Popes Benedict and John Paul II, "who have always respected the judgments of the bishops of Mostar-Duvno, of the previous as well as the current bishop, regarding the so-called apparitions and messages of Medjugorje, all the while recognizing the Holy Father's right to give a final decision on these events." He also warned his audience of a schism emerging in the region between the church and more than a dozen Franciscan brothers and priests who have been expelled by the generalate of the Order of Friars Minor in Rome because of their disobedience to the pope. He said that the expelled Franciscans "have not only been illegally active in these parishes, but they have also administered the sacraments profanely ... or they have assisted at invalid marriages."
Bishop Peric said he shared the view of Bishop Zanic that the visions and the Franciscan "schism," which began under Pope Paul VI in the 1970s, are linked.
Throughout the 1980s, Franciscan Father Jozo Zovko acted as "spiritual adviser" to the visionaries.
But three church commissions failed to find evidence to support their claims, and in 1991 the bishops of the former Yugoslavia declared that "it cannot be affirmed that these matters concern supernatural apparitions or revelations."
A short while later Father Zovko was stripped of his faculties to exercise any priestly functions by Bishop Zanic in a decree upheld by Bishop Peric.

Medjugorje is generating what the Devil loves most: disobedience

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2011/02/11/medjugorje-is-generating-what-the-devil-loves-most-disobedience/ 
By Francis Phillips, February 11, 2011

St. Bernadette lived a holy and humble life. I don’t think the same can be said for the Medjugorje seers.
Today is the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. I have been to Lourdes on several occasions, largely drawn by the personality of St Bernadette herself. Being chosen by Our Lady as her messenger did not make Bernadette holy; it was how she lived her life afterwards, especially during the 13 years she spent at the convent in Nevers: often in pain, unable to take part in the regular life of the community because of her ill-health, lonely, isolated and constantly belittled by the mistress of novices, she nevertheless bore her crosses with exemplary patience.

St Bernadette has been on my mind ever since I got sent a YouTube film recently, advertising Medjugorje. J Edgar Hoover once said that the only certainties in life were death and taxes. I would add a third: controversy over Medjugorje. It seems that Catholics today are divided into two camps: you are either "for" Medjugorje or "against". This, needless to say, has led to much unseemly in-fighting within the Church.

What annoyed me about the YouTube presentation (apart from the muzak and the hushed and reverential voice of the narrator) was its blatant way of referring to the alleged apparition as "Our Lady", as if this were a foregone conclusion. It isn’t. I was further nettled by statements seeming to show that the late pope, John Paul II, as well as Mother Teresa, both "believed" in it, as if to demonstrate that the apparitions must be true, simply because of the witness of these two holy heavyweights.

I am not an expert on the subject of these alleged apparitions. But I have read enough of St John of the Cross to know what he means by "spiritual gluttony" in my encounters over the years with adherents of the place. One lady told me excitedly of her rosary turning to gold; another had been overwhelmed by watching the sun dance; a third became very angry very quickly when I expressed a little caution in my response to her assertion that Medjugorje only brought forth good fruits.

My own instinct is to think that Our Lady has not appeared thousands of times to the supposed seers, or given them dozens of different "secrets". Nor do the seers themselves live lives like St Bernadette. Of course, you don’t have to be a saint to see Our Lady, as I said above; but there seems to be nothing humble, holy or hidden about the later lives of the Medjugorje "seers".

Actually, what I think as a private person, or what the late pope wrote in a private letter to two friends who had sent him literature about Medjugorje, or indeed what the saintly Mother Teresa is said to have said, is neither here nor there; it is what the Church thinks that matters. What the Church thinks about alleged apparitions is left to the local Ordinary to investigate and pronounce.

Four years after the Lourdes apparitions of 1858, and after a lengthy investigation, the local bishop pronounced them authentic. In the case of Medjugorje, both Bishop Zanic of Mostar and his successor, Bishop Peric, fully investigated the phenomenon and decided that nothing supernatural was taking place. So why are bandwagons of pilgrims still going there? The answer probably lies in Understanding Medjugorje: Heavenly Visions or Religious Illusion by Donal Foley, available from Theotokos Books. Foley has his vociferous detractors, naturally enough, but he has done his homework and reading his book reinforced my own sceptical instincts. 
In particular, the scandalous behaviour he describes of some of the Franciscans closely associated with the place, seems shocking: Fr Slavko Barbaric, who died in 2000 and who I was told by one of the faithful at the time "has been taken by Our Lady straight to heaven", had actually had his faculties for hearing confession withdrawn by Bishop Peric several months before his death; Fr Zovko, who was refused permission to celebrate Mass in Washington in 2002, had had his faculties also revoked; worst of all, Fr Tomislav Vlasic, deeply involved in the early years of Medjugorje, was laicised and dismissed from the Franciscan order very recently, in July 2009, for various misdemeanours including some against the Sixth Commandment.

Bishop Peric has spoken of other problems, apart from disobedient Franciscans: religious communities established without diocesan permission and ecclesiastical buildings erected without approval. What is going on? A sound Canadian priest once said to me, when I asked him about the "good fruits" of Medjugorje: "The Devil doesn’t mind a few thousand people becoming better Catholics after going there if, as a result, he’s got millions of Catholics being disobedient to the authority of the Church."
Obedience is the issue. It’s what the Devil (you can’t get away from him – and my thanks to "paulpriest", who pointed out at length to me after my last blog how very busy Old Nick is behind the scenes today) hates like poison. You can imagine Screwtape rubbing his hands with glee. 
St Bernadette was once asked what she feared most; her reply was: "Bad Catholics".
ONE [OUT OF 498] COMMENTS
This article by Francis Phillips is full of common sense. Congratulations.
Indeed the real 'sign of Medjugorje' is DISOBEDIENCE. Satan is very clever. He knows how to manipulate innocent people
I have been 24 times to Medjugorje, and I can assure you I never found humility by the 'seers' or Franciscans there, except one who is living in Chicago now. He left the place when he discovered the sacrilegious fraud.
Without the influence of Satan, one cannot explain how so many rational people are deceived in Medjugorje.

I assisted many exorcisms in Medjugorje. Not one possessed person was delivered from evil there, because Medjugorje is the place of Satan himself. No deliverance from evil in the headquarters of evil.
All bishops and all church commissions have concluded [there are] 'No supernatural apparitions in Medjugorje'
That should have been enough for me too, but I was misled by the propagandists of Medjugorje.
Later I made my own investigation and I came to the same conclusion as the official church.
Better sooner than later. –Mark Waterinckx
A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE MODERATORS, AUSTINE AND DESMOND, OF TWO LISTS

From: Austine J. Crasta To: prabhu ; rohitd@axes-mach01.usa.alcatel.com ; Deepak Vian Ferrao 
Sent: Saturday, March 24, 2007 11:59 AM Subject: Charismatics & Medjugorje (Rejected Post on MOG2)

JMJ Dear Michael, The mail below is something I posted to MotherofGod2 at the request of Rohit. It was, as I predicted to Rohit earlier, rejected and the following correspondence took place. Austine.
 

Dear Desmond,

Recently Sr. Emmanuel of Medjugorje had been in India and she had been sharing the Medjugorje messages at various venues in some of the cities here with the assistance of a leading Charismatic youth movement*. When I was invited for the same, I refused to go citing the findings of the various episcopal commissions and the position of the present and previous local Bishop of Medjugorje. The present Bishop affirmed the "Non constat de supernaturalitate!" i.e., "not established as supernatural" stance again in a homily given on June 15, 2006 and repeated that no pilgrimages can be conducted such that they "presuppose the authenticity of the apparitions."  *The Jesus Youth
While the Vatican has initiated a new enquiry into the phenomenon at Medjugorje, the Medjugorje Bishop disclosed that the Pope, whom he encountered during an audience on 24 February 2006, commented that at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith they always questioned how all these "apparitions" could be considered authentic for the Catholic faithful. Having known some other facts about the alleged apparitions at Medjugorje, I'm personally far from convinced about their authenticity, but I do not impose my beliefs on anyone since the Church has not given a definitive ruling in this case and may be she can't until the apparitions cease. 

But I'm also aware that Medjugorje has a Charismatic connection. 

WHAT I'M SURPRISED ABOUT IS TO FIND SOME OF THE FINER CHARISMATICS LIKE FR. CANTALAMESSA AND RALPH MARTIN FREELY ASSOCIATED WITH MEDJUGORJE!!!

Ralph Martin is one of the seven Advisors of the "Children of Medjugorje" website by Sr. Emmanuel while Father Raniero Cantalamessa will be the Main Speaker for the "International Retreat for Priests in Medjugorje" (from July 2 to 7).

This piece of information I'm giving you straight from the "Children of Medjugorje February Report" posted by Sr. Emmanuel to her mailing list.

After having praised Fr. Cantalamessa, Sr. Emmanuel concludes: "What a positive sign for the cause of Medjugorje and its relationship with Rome!"

Is it really so Desmond? Isn't Fr. Cantalamessa's and Ralph Martin's public association with Medjugorje a scandal or at least a confusion to those familiar with their names? 
Austine. India

From: Dez Birch To: jesuvera@gmail.com Sent: Saturday, March 24, 2007 1:23 AM Subject: PRIVATE POST

Dear Austine,

I appreciate the complexity of your concerns in your last post to the MotherofGod list. Yours is not the first question which has come up about Medjugorje.

However, we have a list rule at MotherofGod which prohibits us from discussing any sites which have not been formally approved by the Church as being free from errors in faith and morals: 

"In relations to alleged Private 'Revelations': Only those which have been 'recognized' by the Church may be promoted on this list (See #67 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)."

In the case of Medjugorje, the CDF stepped in and took over - which under Church Law they can do. The CDF announced an ongoing investigation. I happen to know there is one which is ongoing. I happen to know that because one of the top men at the CDF is an old friend. The last time I was in Rome, I discussed this with him in his office. The current status is: There is no official ruling on Medjugorje on the part of the Church.

So - I hope you will understand that; under our list rule - until or if the Church should ever officially recognize Medjugorje and declare that its alleged revelations are free from error in matters of faith and morals - it cannot be discussed at MotherofGod. All my love in Christ Desmond 

From: Austine J. Crasta To: Dez Birch Sent: Saturday, March 24, 2007 1:42 AM Subject: Re: PRIVATE POST

Thank you, Desmond. 

I was in fact well aware of the MOG rule that "In relations to alleged Private 'Revelations': Only those which have been 'recognized' by the Church may be promoted on this list (See #67 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)." Therefore I made sure that I put forward that mail in such a way to make it abundantly clear that I was not in anyway promoting Medjugorje. However since you say it may not be discussed at all, it is fine.

Thanks for the private post. And Desmond, please feel free to share with me any vital info such as this in private, it would be very useful to my work. It would be great if you could comment on Fr. Cantalmessa's and Ralph Martin's involvement, in private of course. Austine
From: Dez Birch To: Austine J. Crasta Sent: Saturday, March 24, 2007 1:49 AM Subject: Re: PRIVATE POST

Dear Austine,

I was told 'privately' (for my ears and no others - a condition upon which I gave my word) what the opinion is of the powers that be at the CDF. At least, what it was a short while before Ratzinger became Pope Benedict XVI. 

You did not know that till now. But now that you do, I'm sure you would guess that when Desmond Birch gives his word to keep silence about something he is told - he keeps that word - no matter whom he gives it to.

We have allowed sufficient discussion of Medjugorje before in the list - but only enough to announce that there is no 'definitive' ruling about it on the part of the Church.

Austine, I conducted a very extensive private investigation into Medjugorje over about a two year period. I went there twice. I interviewed people from all over the world. I went directly to the CDF offices to discuss it with an old friend who is virtually at or near the top of the CDF. What he shared with me - I am not a liberty to pass on.

All my love in Christ, Desmond
See also
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UPDATE NOVEMBER 2013
Pope Francis v. Medjugorje?
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2013/10/pope-francis-v-medjugorje/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utmcampaign=Feed 

Posted on 2 October 2013 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf 

Someone alerted me to a piece at the Italian site Corrispondenza Romana about something that Pope Francis said during a morning “fervorino” at Mass.

My translation:

Last Saturday 7 September during his morning meditation in the chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae, Pope Francis, speaking on the theme “there is no Christian without Jesus” criticized Christian “revelationists” and expressed his strong reservations about the supposed apparitions at Medjugorje. [Emphasis author’s]
The official site of the Holy See and the L’Osservatore Romano, however, purged his words of the reference to Medjugorje, confining itself to refer to them in these terms: “There is another group of Christians without Christ: those who look things that are kind of rare, a bit special, who chase after some private revelations,” whereas instead revelation was concluded with the New Testament. The Holy Father warned about the desire of such Christians to go “to the spectacle of revelation, to hear some new things”. But – and this is the exhortation that Pope directed to them – “Pick up the Gospel!”

Here’s the deal.

There isn’t an attribution here, a source, the name of the person who heard the Holy Father speak specifically about Medjugorje.

That said, if you are interested in Medjugorje in a positive way, I suggest that you get used to the idea that there may be an official pronouncement about it that you are not going to like. My spies used to tell me that the former Pope was not a supporter either.

I’m just saying.

Finally, the Holy Father doesn’t seem to be against apparitions in general.  The Holy Father is a huge supporter of Aparecida and he will be welcoming the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in St. Peter’s Square on 12 October.

With that news, I will keep the combox closed.  I’ll allow pingbacks.  If I get interesting comments by email, I may post something… and I may not.

2 Pingbacks:
Pope Francis Expresses Strong Reservations AGAINST Medjugorje! | A Heart for GOD
Francis: Medjugorje negative? | Lost in Logres
Catholic apologist Jimmy Akin posted this on Facebook but it also appeared in the National Catholic Register:
Has Pope Francis reached a decision on Medjugorje: 7 things to know and share

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/has-pope-francis-reached-a-decision-on-medjugorje-7-things-to-know-and-shar/ 

By Jimmy Akin, July 17, 2004
Medjugorje Today is reporting that Pope Francis has made his decision regarding the reported apparitions at Medjugorje, though the results have not been announced.

Here are 7 things to know and share . . .

1) What is the source of the claim?
Fr. Kevin Devine, an American priest who has said English-language Masses in Medjugorje for a number of years made the claim after such a Mass on June 25th.

2) Where did he get his information?
From Fr. Miljenko Steko, the Franciscan provincial of the territory in which Medjugorje is located.

3) What did he say?
According to Medjugorje Today:

“Recently, the Provincial of the Franciscans here in Medjugorje (Fr. Miljenko Steko, ed.) was in Rome for a meeting of Superiors of religious communities. In the course of that stay in Rome, he along with so many others had a few moments personally with Pope Francis” Fr. Kevin Devine began his account of Fr. Miljenko Steko’s meeting with the Pope.
“Pope Francis was standing there, welcoming them, and the Provincial said, “I am the Provincial of the area in which Medjugorje is located.” And the Holy Father’s response was: “Pray that I have made the right decision”. And we are happy for that and we continue to pray that his decision will be announced soon, and of course we are sure that his discernment and his decision-making is guided especially by the Holy Spirit. But keep those prayers going,” Fr. Kevin Devine continued.

4) How reliable is this report?
It is difficult to say. There have been reports before, including before Pope Benedict resigned, that a decision had been made, but thus far no decision has been announced.

It is worth noting that the information is being reported third-hand. Rather than a statement from Pope Francis, we have it at two removes, and that is reason for caution.

On the other hand, the request for prayer is characteristic of Pope Francis.

It could be true. We’ll have to wait and see.

5) Does the reported statement give us an indication of what Pope Francis’s decision is?
No. If the quotation is accurate, it’s deliberately neutral. I would resist the temptation to read anything into it.

6) What is the background to this? What decision is being talked about?
For those who may not have been following the story, in 2010 Benedict XVI called a special commission to investigate the apparitions that have been reported in connection with Medjugorje (in the former Yugoslavia) since 1981.

Earlier this year, the commission reportedly finished its work and turned over its findings to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith for evaluation.

The Congregation was then expected to report to Pope Francis, who would make a final determination of what, if anything, should be done.

Options could include reaffirming prior, local rulings on the validity of the apparitions or establishing a new position regarding their validity.

MORE INFO HERE.
7) What should people do at this point?
Wait and pray that Pope Francis’s decision, whatever it may be, is the right one.

Fr. Devine’s counsel on that point is good.

I would recommend praying that people on both sides of the issue, as well as those who do not have a definite position, pray that the Pope’s decision will be right and true—not that it reflect what we personally would like.

The truth is more important than our personal preferences, whatever they may be.

I would also suggest prayer for everyone who will be affected by the decision, both positively and negatively.

No matter what decision he ultimately announces (if any), it will not be received well by some.

People on both sides of the issue should ask themselves, "What if the decision does not go in my preferred direction? How will I react?"
This story thus provides an occasion for all of us to renew—in advance—our fidelity to the Church and to make a determination not to let any future announcement damage our relationship with the Church.

As always, private revelation may play a role in helping people live out the public revelation that Christ deposited with his Church, but it is public revelation that must remain primary for us.

The question of whether a particular apparition is or is not valid must remain secondary.

After I updated my web site with the above, Bishop Ratko Peric of Mostar-Duvno, whose diocese includes Medjugorje, sent my contact, the one who forwarded to me the Facebook post, an email in German to say that the Franciscan provincial of Mostar denied the false message from the pope. –Michael
Pope’s words on Medjugorje refuted

http://www.medjugorjetoday.tv/10607/popes-words-on-medjugorje-decision-refuted/ 
By Jakob Marschner, July 18, 2014
Still no papal decision: The Provincial of the Franciscan Order in Hercegovina denies that Pope Francis has told him to pray that he has made the right decision on Medjugorje, and expresses surprise that an American priest residing in Medjugorje gave this impression on June 25.

Genuine surprise was the reaction of Fr. Miljenko Steko, the Provincial of the Franciscan Order in Hercegovina, when on Friday he discovered that his recent short meeting with Pope Francis has spawned the impression that the Pope has already made his decision on Medjugorje.

On Thursday, thousands arrived at this conclusion by watching a YouTube video of Fr. Kevin Devine, an American priest who has organized the English Mass in Medjugorje for more than 10 years. During his closing remarks of the Mass on June 25, Fr. Kevin said:

"Recently, the Provincial of the Franciscans here in Medjugorje (Fr. Miljenko Steko, ed.) was in Rome for a meeting of Superiors of religious communities. In the course of that stay in Rome, he along with so many others had a few moments personally with Pope Francis. Pope Francis was standing there, welcoming them, and the Provincial said 'I am the Provincial of the area in which Medjugorje is located.' And the Holy Father’s response was: 'Pray that I have made the right decision'," Fr. Kevin Devine continued.

However, an exchange of such words has never been mentioned by him, Fr. Miljenko Steko informs:

"I am genuinely surprised by Fr. Kevin’s statements. I do not know where he got that interpretation for I have personally never made such statements" he tells Medjugorje Today.

Spirit Daily* is circulating this article.

*Michael H. Brown is an ardent supporter of Medjugorje. He has at least ten web pages on the unapproved and presently dubious apparition site at http://www.spiritdaily.com/. -Michael
