[image: image1.jpg]RICK WARREN

THE
PURPOSE
DRIV




                                                      NOVEMBER 4, 2016
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
30-POPE FRANCIS’ “ECUMENISM” WITH PROTESTANTS - 01
Pope Francis will travel to Sweden in October 2016 for a joint ecumenical commemoration of the start of the Reformation launched by the heretic Martin Luther, together with leaders of the Lutheran World Federation and representatives of other Christian Churches. Read
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 23-THE LUTHERANIZATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_23-THE_LUTHERANIZATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
The Purpose Driven Life (Zondervan, 2002), named Christian "Book of the Year" in 2003, by Rick Warren, the evangelical Pastor of Saddleback Church, the eighth largest in the US, is the bestselling book in the world with 36 million plus copies sold since its publication. It has been translated into different languages more than any book except the Bible.  Writing this was necessitated after I found copies of Rick Warren’s books at St Pauls, a Catholic bookstore.
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Warren is the author of four other books.
He is also greatly esteemed by Pope Francis.
Pope Francis has been fraternizing with evangelicals such as Luis Palau, who immigrated to the United States from Argentina 50 years ago, Russell Moore, president of the Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, prosperity gospel televangelist Joel Osteen (June 2014), etc. as if there were no serious differences between evangelical Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. Osteen was along with Utah Senator Mike Lee, a Mormon; California pastor Tim Timmons; and Gayle D. Beebe, president of evangelical Westmont College. On June 24, 2014, in a meeting that Religion News Service said "leaned particularly toward charismatic Christianity," Francis met with "Anthony Palmer, a bishop and international ecumenical officer with the independent Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches, Geoff Tunnicliffe, the outgoing head of the Worldwide Evangelical Alliance; and John and Carol Arnott of Catch the Fire Toronto, which grew out of a Pentecostal revival 20 years ago." The RNS story includes a photo of Pope Francis giving a high-five to Texas televangelist James Robison as they share a meal, while fellow Texas prosperity gospel televangelist Kenneth Copeland was photographed praying over the Pope (pictures follow in this file, pages 6 and 2).
"The prosperity gospel seems to be fundamentally opposed to the message that Francis has been spreading. But he has shown that he’s willing to meet with just about anyone," said Michael Peppard, a professor of theology at Fordham University.
Source: http://religionnews.com/2014/07/09/pope-francis-meets-u-s-televangelist-first-ever-papal-high-five-follows/
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Pope Francis being “prayed over” by Kenneth Copeland (L) and evangelicals (R)

Source: http://www.realclearreligion.org/articles/2016/01/21/the_evangelical_drumbeat_of_pope_francis.html
Not surprisingly, the very day after Francis’ election, a headline at Christianity Today, a conservative Christian magazine, declared, "Argentine Evangelicals Say Bergoglio as Pope Francis is 'Answer to our Prayers'."

For more, see https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/grace-margins/pope-francis-deep-ties-evangelicals. July 8, 2015 
The author Jamie Mason adds, “While it is true that evangelicals and Catholics share a fundamental belief that Jesus is the son of God, their theological ties do not run deep and their traditions differ starkly. They are, of course, currently united in a common mission, which they would call "the protection of the family" or "the defense of traditional marriage."
If there is a set of convictions that Pope Francis and U.S. evangelicals share fervently, it could be summed up like this: Marriage is between one man and one woman, children must have a mother and a father, and strict gender roles are part of the divine plan for humanity.

A quick glance at the list of workshops at the World Meeting of Families makes it clear that these ideas will dominate the conference. (Sessions on "traditional" marriage, complementarity, religious freedom, and mandatory celibacy for gays and lesbians are abundant.)

Given the Vatican's many friendships with wealthy evangelical powerbrokers and given the urgency of their shared cause, it's a wonder Rick Warren was the only evangelical asked to address the meeting.”
Rick Warren spoke on the "Biblical Meaning of Marriage" at a Vatican conference (coordinated by four Vatican offices: the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue; the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity; and the Pontifical Council for the Family) on “The Complementarity of Man and Woman: An International Colloquium” in November 2014.
He gave the final keynote address of the (Catholic) World Meeting of Families conference in Philadelphia, sponsored by the Holy See's Pontifical Council for the Family, sharing the stage with Cardinal Sean O'Malley of Boston in September 2015, extolling Catholic values. He refers to Pope Francis as “our Pope”.

Known as “America’s pastor”, he has provided materials and teaching to Christians in more than 117 countries on all seven continents. It is estimated that over 12,000 churches from all 50 states in America and 19 countries have participated in Warren’s 40 Days of Purpose, which is drawn from the book. Over 60,000 pastors subscribe to Rick Warren’s Ministry Toolbox.
Bruce Ryskamp, president of Zondervan, said, “The Purpose Driven Life is more than a bestseller; it’s become a movement.” Richard Bennett, the ex-Catholic priest who founded his own evangelical ‘church’ “Berean Beacon” and critic of Rick Warren observes, “The movement is becoming a global empire.” 
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TIME cover - The Purpose Driven Pastor: Rick Warren | August 18, 2008
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Pope Francis and Rick Warren

An interview with Rick Warren and EWTN’s Raymond Arroyo was released by YouTube on April 11, 2014. It took place at Warren’s church in Orange County in southern California.
In it, Warren claims that the thoughts that he expresses in the book were inspired by Roman Catholicism:
There is not a single new thought in Purpose Driven Life that hadn’t been said for 2,000 years. I’ve just said it in a fresh way. I said it in a simple way. When I was writing Purpose Drive Life it took me 7 months, 12 hours a day. I’d get up at 4:30 in the morning. I’d go to a little study. Start at 5 a.m. I was fasting till noon and I would light some candles and I would start writing and rewrite, rewrite, rewrite. One of the things I did before I wrote the book was, um, I’d ask the question— How do you write a book that lasts 500 years? For instance, um, Imitation of Christ by Thomas Kempis, Practicing the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence. Ok? The Dessert (sic) Fathers, St. John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila. All of these great, classic devotional works. Any one of them—I just realized that in order to be timeless you have to be eternal.
Source: http://www.understandthetimes.org/commentary/c143rickwarren.shtml 
Warren claims to watch EWTN more than any other Christian TV channel and just loves the Divine Mercy chaplet. Of course John Paul II and Mother Teresa are among his favourite heroes. 
Rick Warren, like Pope Francis, endorses the Protestant ALPHA Course.

ALPHA COURSE-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ALPHA_COURSE-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 29-PROTESTANT ALPHA COURSE ENDORSED BY POPE FRANCIS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_29-PROTESTANT_ALPHA_COURSE_ENDORSED_BY_POPE_FRANCIS.doc
CATHOLICS DON’T NEED THE PROTESTANT ALPHA COURSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLICS_DONT_NEED_THE_PROTESTANT_ALPHA_COURSE.doc
Catholics totally reject Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven Life.
Read RICK WARRENS PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE NOT FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RICK_WARRENS_PURPOSE_DRIVEN_LIFE_NOT_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
NOTE: The information reproduced in this file does not follow any particular order.
The Pope’s preacher Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa receiving a 'blessing' from a Protestant minister in Buenos Aires, Pope Francis’ home turf
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Source: http://www.traditioninaction.org/bev/155bev04_29_2013.htm 
Argentine Cardinal (the would-be Pope Francis) kneels to receive Protestant 'Blessing'
http://www.traditioninaction.org/RevolutionPhotos/A306rcBergoglioBless.html 

March 29, 2009 
On June 19, 2006, the Third Fraternal Encounter of the Renewed Communion of Evangelicals and Catholics was held in Luna Park stadium in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Present were the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, and the Preacher of the Pontifical Household, Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa. 
The highlight of the meeting was when the Argentine Cardinal fell to his knees to be blessed by the some twenty Protestant pastors present. 
The photo below registers this moment. One can distinguish Protestant pastor Carlos Mraida with his hand over Bergoglio's head; to Mraida's left in the photo is pastor Norberto Saracco of the Pentecostal Church of Argentina. The bearded monk with his back to the camera is Fr. Cantalamessa wearing the Capuchin habit. 
This encounter was born from a meeting at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, where the Catholic leader of the Movement of Charismatic Renewal met Protestants, who invited him to preach in their temples. The initiative spread and has generated gatherings like this one in Buenos Aires.
There were around 7,000 attendees - both Catholics and Protestants
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Meeting 200 Pentecostals, pope renews friendship, talks unity

http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1403121.htm 
By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service, Vatican City, July 28, 2014

His voice breaking with emotion, Giovanni Traettino, a Pentecostal pastor in southern Italy and long-time friend of Pope Francis, welcomed the pope, "my beloved brother," to his partially built church in Caserta.

Pope Francis said he knows some people were shocked that he would make a special trip outside of Rome to visit a group of Pentecostals, "but I went to visit my friends."

Traettino told the pope his visit was "unthinkable until recently," even though, he said, "even among evangelicals there is great affection for you. Many of us pray for you, every day. Many of us, in fact, believe your election as bishop of Rome was the work of the Holy Spirit."

Pope Francis told the Pentecostals that "the Holy Spirit is the source of diversity in the church. This diversity is very rich and beautiful.  But then the same Holy Spirit creates unity. And in this way the church is one in diversity. To use a beautiful Gospel phrase that I love very much, reconciled diversity" is the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In addition to the visit, the pope fulfilled one specific request of the Italian evangelical community by recognizing the complicity of some Catholics in the fascist-era persecution of Italian Pentecostals and evangelicals.

"Among those who persecuted and denounced the Pentecostals, almost as if they were crazies who would ruin the race, there were some Catholics. As the pastor of the Catholics, I ask forgiveness for those Catholic brothers and sisters who did not understand and were tempted by the devil," Italian news agencies quoted the pope as saying.

The Vatican had described the visit as "strictly private" and, except for Vatican media, reporters were kept on the roof of a nearby apartment building. In the new worship space of the Pentecostal Church of Reconciliation, still under construction, Pope Francis met with about 200 people, including members of Traettino's congregation, other Italian evangelicals and representatives of Pentecostal ministries in Argentina and the United States, the Vatican said.

The pope and Traettino first met in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in the late 1990s when Traettino was establishing ties between charismatic Catholics and Pentecostal Protestants. The then-Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio and Traettino also appeared together at a large ecumenical charismatic gathering in Buenos Aires in 2006. Traettino was present June 1 in Rome's Olympic Stadium when Pope Francis spoke to an international gathering of Catholic charismatics.

Meeting with Caserta's Catholic priests and bishops from the Campania region July 26, the date originally scheduled for his visit with the Pentecostals, Pope Francis said he had not known that date was the city's big celebration for the feast of St. Anne. If he had gone to the Pentecostals that day, without celebrating the feast with Catholics, "the newspaper headlines would have been 'On the patron feast of Caserta, the pope visits Protestants,'" he said. So, he asked an official in the Vatican Secretariat of State to help organize the Mass "to remove this noose from around my neck."
Pope Francis also gave the priests a glimpse into his thoughts about Catholic relations with the Pentecostals, which some people have found surprising, especially given how many Catholics in the pope's Latin America have joined evangelical communities.

He told the story of a priest who went on mission in a remote area of Argentina and met a woman who told him the Catholic Church had abandoned her and her fellow Catholics.

"I need the word of God, so I had to go to the Protestant service," the woman said. The pope said the priest apologized on behalf of the Catholic Church, but recognized and respected the depth and sincerity of her faith.

"Every man, every woman has something to give us," the pope said. "Every man, every woman has his or her own story and situation, and we must listen. Then, the prudence of the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say."

"Never be afraid to dialogue with anyone," Pope Francis told the Caserta priests. Dialogue is not being defensive about one's faith, although it can mean explaining what one believes. And it is not pressuring another to join one's faith.

Pope Benedict XVI was right when he said, "The church grows not through proselytism, but through attraction," Pope Francis said. And attraction is "human empathy guided by the Holy Spirit."

Msgr. Juan Usma Gomez, who handles the Catholic Church's official relations with evangelicals and Pentecostals, told Vatican Radio July 22 that Pope Francis teaches that "to work for Christian unity you need brotherhood," which is why he continues to nurture the friendships he established in Argentina. The iPhone video message the pope made in January with another Pentecostal friend, Bishop Tony Palmer, who died in a motorcycle accident July 20, "opened a door because it reached a really significant number of people," Msgr. Usma said. "It's an adventure that Pope Francis is asking us to establish.  ... He's way ahead of us and we're trying to follow this pattern."

Pope receives ‘blessing’ from Protestants ministers

http://www.traditioninaction.org/RevolutionPhotos/A627-Protestant.htm
May 24, 2015 (Photos from L'Osservatore Romano & the Internet, first seen in Cathlinks)
On May 9, 2015, in a room adjoining Paul VI Hall at the Vatican, Francis received about 100 Protestant Pentecostal ministers from around the world. The delegation was led by Giovanni Traetino, head the Pentecostals of Caserta, whom Pope Bergoglio visited last year. 
On this occasion the heretical ministers gave a "blessing" to Francis, below first row. Bergoglio's bowed head and sham recollected attitude was meant to send the message that the invocation was a true blessing and that the Protestant sects direct their followers to Heaven in the same way that the Catholic Church does. 
Francis' theatrical pose is a good example of the heresy of universal salvation expressed in gestures. 
Second row below, the Pope also asked Justin Welby, head of the Anglican sect, to "bless" him on June 14, 2014.
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'Give me five' - New papal greeting
http://www.traditioninaction.org/RevolutionPhotos/A583-Five.htm
Photos from True News, July 20, 2014
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In a three-hour meeting on June 24, 2014, with a delegation of American Protestants at the Vatican, including lunch at Santa Marta Inn, Pope Francis greeted televangelist James Robison with the informal-slang hand slap known as "Give me five," above. 
Here is how The Free Dictionary online defines the term: "Give me five! (mainly American informal), something that you say when you want someone to hit your open hand with his, in order to greet him or to show how pleased you are - 'Hi there, little buddy, give me five!'" 
So, now we have the Vicar of Christ, the Monarch of the Catholic Church, who is not satisfied with breaking in multiple ways the bi-millennial protocol of the papacy, but takes another step in informality. He introduces the most egalitarian and vulgar hand shake known as if it were appropriate behavior for the Pope. 
This is another symbolic blow against Catholic Tradition by the man who increasingly appears to be a prefigure of the Antichrist. 
Below, other photos of the reception given to the Protestants. 
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"Give me five" started back in the jazz age as a fairly popular gesture amongst jazz musicians. It has been popularized recently by groups like the Japanese rock band AKB48, whose video can be viewed here.
Caserta, A landmark in the Francis revolution 
http://www.traditioninaction.org/bev/170bev09_01_2014.htm
By Atila Sinke Guimarães, September 1, 2014 (All emphases theirs) 
Although many things happened in August, such as the papal trip to Seoul, I decided to analyze Francis' visit to the Evangelicals in Caserta on July 28, 2014, and the speech he delivered on that occasion. I believe that in many ways Caserta sets a landmark in the Francis Revolution that needs to be emphasized.

My intention is not to accentuate the significance of the visit of a Pope to another temple of a Protestant sect (this one still under construction), because unfortunately these visits have become a gloomy and grimy routine for the post-conciliar Vatican. Indeed, after the first visit of John Paul II to the Lutheran temple in Rome in 1983 to pay homage to the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s birth, the Conciliar Popes have spared no effort visiting all kinds of heretical, schismatic, Jewish and Muslim edifices of false worship. So, Francis’ visit to the Evangelical/Pentecostal temple in Caserta falls into the same progressivist agenda of building a Pan-religion. 
My intention here is to unfold some consequences of the condemnation he pronounced against those who acted in the past against Evangelicals specifically, and all Protestants generically. 
After criticizing the brothers of Joseph in the Old Testament who tried to kill him and finally sold him as a slave, Pope Francis said: 
“That sad story in which the Gospel was lived as a truth by some who did not realize that behind this attitude there were ugly things, things not of the Lord, a terrible temptation to division. That sad story, in which the same thing was done that Joseph’s brothers did: denunciation, the laws of these people: ‘it goes against the purity of the race…’ And these laws were sanctioned by the baptized! Some of those who made these laws and some of those who persecuted and denounced their Pentecostal brothers because they were ‘enthusiasts,’ almost ‘madmen,’ who ruined the race, some were Catholics… 
“I am the Pastor of Catholics: I ask forgiveness for this! I ask forgiveness for those Catholic brothers and sisters who did not understand and who were tempted by the Devil and did the same thing that Joseph’s brothers did. I ask the Lord to give us the grace to admit [our error] and forgive.” (Zenit full text in English, here; Vatican original text in Italian here) 
We know that those laws Francis mentioned were made under the Fascist regime that ruled in Italy from 1943 to 1945; therefore, Francis was referring to some specific cases. It is obvious, however, that he was also – and above all – establishing a general rule that anyone who denounces Protestant errors would fall under the same censure: Such person would be repeating the crime of Joseph’s brothers, falling into “a terrible temptation to division,” without understanding that his action would make him fall into “the temptation of the Devil.” 
Now, when we take into consideration that the Church convened the Council of Trent precisely to denounce the errors of Protestantism, we see that Francis in Caserta inaugurated a line of attack against an entire era of the Church’s history. 
One of the great Saints who enforced the doctrines and practices of Trent was Pope St. Pius V. Before he became Pope he was an Inquisitor, whose mission was precisely to denounce and persecute error. Further, from Trent up to Vatican II, the Catholic Church was defined as the Militant Church, always fighting against errors – which means denouncing them and persecuting them in order to keep the earthly Jerusalem pure and stainless, adorned for the wedding with the divine Lamb (Ephesians 5:27; Apocalypse 21:2) 
Today we have Francis preaching a Tolerant Church that has nothing to do with that pure and immaculate Bride. Instead, the Conciliar Church could be defined as having in herself all the errors and stains of the false religions with which it is entering into relationships of ecumenism and dialogue. 
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While Francis showed great warmth for the Pentecostal preacher, he strongly condemned Catholics
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The ecumenical meeting of Caserta was rejected by the official organs of the Pentecostals
A censured note 
These observations regarding the speech as it was disseminated by the Vatican organs of press do not reflect, however, the whole reality of what happened at Caserta.

In fact, the decisive phrase of the speech – “I ask forgiveness for those Catholic brothers and sisters who did not understand and who were tempted by the Devil” – is the censured version of what Francis actually said to the Evangelicals. What he said was: “I ask forgiveness for those Catholic brothers and sisters who did not understand and who were possessed by the Devil.” 
The Vatican organs were very quick to distribute the censured version and avoid this embarrassing statement. Most of the press, already accustomed to the constant “corrections” of what Francis said, changed their reports accordingly. Some Catholic organizations, however, kept in their news reports the “possessed by the Devil” of the original speech; the reader can check, for instance, the early reports made by Gloria TV and the Eponymous Flower Blog. 
Hence, the commentary I made above on the Vatican-reported speech should be greatly augmented in its gravity when we consider the original intent of the present day Pontiff. He actually meant to state that not only Catholics of the ‘40s who had persecuted Evangelicals – but also any Catholic in the past including St. Pius V and the Council of Trent, for example – were possessed by the Devil when they issued condemnations against Protestantism. 

Strong reactions against ecumenism 
Although the Pentecostals of Caserta were very enthusiastic about Francis and his radical statements favoring Protestantism, other organizations of the same sect issued public messages of protest against what happened at that meeting. 
In Italy, days before the meeting at Caserta, the Federation of all the major Pentecostal groups issued an official statement declaring that the Pentecostal sect and the Catholic Church are incompatible because the latter considers herself the mediator of salvation, setting aside other mediators. They also declared that Marian dogmas and other issues cannot be accepted by the Pentecostals. Therefore, the Italian Federation of Evangelicals refused any ecumenical contact with the Catholic Church. (Original in Italian here) 
In Germany, the chairman of the Union of Free Pentecostal Churches, Johannes Justus, declared that the Pentecostals who met with the Pope at Caserta were not representatives of the Pentecostal Churches. Complaining about the encounter, Justus affirmed: “Subjects such as ecumenism and the Catholic Church always lead to altercations among Pentecostals. However right and good dialogue with other Churches is, in my view, it cannot and must not be used to strive for church unity or to do away with differences.” (The Tablet, August 16, 2014, p. 27)

To conclude, I point out that Caserta is a landmark in the Francis Revolution. Until then he made many attacks against traditionalists, presenting them as “pelagians” “ideologues,” “obsoletes,” etc. He also made some general attacks against the previous Church teaching based on principles, which Francis confusedly called “idealism” and “nominalism.” With these attacks he indirectly targeted almost all the Saints of the past. 
In Caserta, however, the attack against those who fought for the Church against Protestantism was made with an unprecedented violence: Those militant Catholics are considered by Pope Francis as “possessed by the Devil.” 
I believe that Francis’ words at Caserta may be the bugle sounding a general cavalry charge against the militancy of the Church, identifying it as a work of the Devil. The consequence: Whatever was from the Devil until now becomes holy; whatever was holy becomes a work of the Devil. It is a complete revolution in the concepts of good and evil. 
Does this not sound like the terrible situation predicted for the battles of the end time where we are told that the forces of evil will wage war against the Saints? (Apocalypse 13:7)
Pope Francis, Pentecostals and Interreligious Action

http://www.cfnews.org/page88/files/a66a02dd472db2aa376bfd82c0b22724-109.html 

By John Vennari, May 10, 2013
Cardinal Bergoglio, now Pope Francis, states in his newly-released book On Heaven and Earth that he happily allowed Protestant Pastors to pray over him at a huge Charismatic Conference. He further says he is baffled as to why anyone would find this objectionable. 

On Heaven and Earth is a joint production of Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio and Rabbi Abraham Skorka. It is a book of conversations between the two men first released in Spanish in 2010, and now published in English. 

In this book we encounter Cardinal Bergoglio in his own words. He appears to have a warm heart, a number of good Catholic instincts, but also shows himself immersed in the new ecumenical orientation of Vatican II. The Council’s pan-religious program is central to his thinking. His commitment to Pentecostalism is one such instance. 

The Joint “Blessing” 

On June 19, 2009, the Third Annual Fraternal Encounter of Evangelicals and Catholics was held in Luna Park stadium, Buenos Aires. Cardinal Bergoglio attended. 

At one point, as is characteristic in these Pentecostal gatherings, the Cardinal dropped to his knees on stage to receive the “blessing” from the well-known Charismatic Father Raniero Cantalamessa O.F.M. and a number of Protestant pastors. 

Some well-meaning Catholics tried to argue that Bergoglio must have only intended to receive a blessing from the Catholic priest, and the Protestants jumped in as a surprise to the Cardinal. As I noted in the April CFN, I do not see how this could be the case. Long time readers know I have attended many riotous Charismatic gatherings as an observer. These pan-Christian joint-blessings are standard procedure at Charismatic assemblies. Also, Pentecostalism has been rampant in South America since the late-1960s, so it was unlikely the Cardinal of Buenos Aries was unaware of these ‘joint blessings” before participating in the 2009 event. 

All speculation is put to rest on this point when we read page 220 of the newly released On Heaven and Earth. Cardinal Bergoglio states with pride that he knowingly permitted the joint blessing to take place. 

The Cardinal says, “The first time that the Evangelicals invited me to one of their meetings at Luna Park, the stadium was full. That day a Catholic priest [Father Cantalamessa] and an Evangelical Pastor spoke. They gave two talks each, interspersed with a break to eat some sandwiches at noon. At one point the Evangelical pastor asked that everyone pray for me and my ministry. He had asked me if I would accept that they would pray for me and I answered him that of course I would. When they prayed, the first thing that occurred to me was to kneel down, a very Catholic gesture, to receive their prayer and the blessing of the seven thousand people that were there. The next week, a magazine headline stated: ‘Buenos Aires, sede vacante. The Archbishop commits the sin of apostasy.’ For them, prayer together with others was apostasy. Even with an agnostic, with his doubt, we can look up together to find transcendence; each one praying according to his tradition. What’s the problem?”[1] 

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of this story is not that the Cardinal accepted the ‘blessing’ from Protestants – though this is troubling enough – but that he appears to be genuinely mystified as to why anyone would find his actions objectionable. 

This makes one wonder what sort of formation young Jorge Bergoglio received in those heady days after the Council just prior to his 1969 ordination. 

We will deal with the centuries-old Catholic objections to such actions, but will first document Cardinal Bergoglio’s up-to-the-moment support of Pentecostalism. 

Testimonials from Charismatics quickly emerge after Bergoglio was elected to the Papacy. 

“He supported the Charismatic Movement” 

Dr. Vinson Synan, the well-known Protestant Pentecostal, recalls an encouraging visit he had with Cardinal Bergoglio in 2005 in Buenos Aires. 

It was a meeting of the International Charismatic Consultation with people of all denominations. The purpose was to promote “dialogue” between Pentecostals and Catholics in Latin America.

Vinson Synan and his group met Cardinal Bergoglio in his palace. “He was very friendly indeed,” recounts Synan. “He supported the charismatic movement. What struck us most was when he beseeched us to pray for him. We gathered around and prayed fervently for him. Little did we know that he would someday be Pope.” [2] 

“Catholic” Charismatic Ralph Martin was jubilant at Cardinal Bergoglio’s election. He wrote on March 20, “Many have asked if he [Pope Francis] is friendly towards the charismatic renewal and evangelization. He is. Several people have sent me photos of Pope Francis, while he was still Archbishop of Buenos Aires, asking a group of evangelical pastors to pray over him. In fact, a Pentecostal minister posted this picture on the web (see above), noting that Cardinal Bergoglio was very involved over the years in the annual dialogue between Catholics and Pentecostals as well as the retreats for priests and pastors that were organized before each meeting.” [3] 

The March 14 Christianity Today wrote that Argentine Evangelicals were overjoyed at Bergoglio’s election: “Bergoglio has played a central role in Argentina's CRECES (Renewal Communion of Catholics and Evangelicals in the Holy Spirit) movement over the past 10 years, and has strongly supported the Argentine [Protestant] Bible society.” 

Juan Pablo Bongarrá, president of the Argentine Bible Society said of Bergoglio, “He has very good and friendly relations with leaders of other religions,” and noted that Bergoglio respects and promotes interfaith dialogue. 

Bongarrá’s furthered celebrated Bergoglio as follows: “He [Bergoglio] mounted the platform and called for pastors to pray for him, He knelt in front of nearly 6,000 people and [Protestant leaders] laid hands and prayed.  We evangelical leaders that know him are very happy with his election.”[4] 
On April 27, Pope Francis (formerly Cardinal Bergoglio), reiterated his commitment to Pentecostalism. According to Zenit news, Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization, celebrated Mass at the Rimini Fair of the 36th National Assembly of Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Here, Archbishop Fisichella gave an unexpected surprise message to the 15,000 Charismatics who received it with enthusiasm. 

“Before beginning this celebration,” Archbishop Fisichella told the crowd, “I bring you a greeting. Before I left this morning, I was with Pope Francis, and I told him: ‘Holy Father, I have to leave soon. I’m going to Rimini where there are thousands upon thousands of the Charismatic Renewal: men, women and young people.’ With a great smile, the Pope said; ‘Tell them that I love them very much!’ Upon leaving the Holy Father, Archbishop Fisichella recounted, the Holy Father added: “Look, tell them that I love them very much because I was responsible for Charismatic Renewal in Argentina, and that’s why I love them very much’.”[5] 

Another instance of Cardinal Bergoglio’s ecumenical thinking is recounted by Gren Venables, Anglican Bishop of Argentina (and former archbishop of the Anglican Church of the Southern Cone). Venables recounts that while still in Argentina, Cardinal Bergoglio “called me to have breakfast with him one morning and told me very clearly that the Ordinariate [created by the Catholic Church to accommodate alienated Anglicans] was quite unnecessary and that the Church needs us to be Anglicans.”[6] 

Cardinal Bergoglio’s attitude echoes the ecumenical theology of Walter Cardinal Kasper who said in 2003, “Several aspects of being church are better realized in other churches. Therefore, ecumenism is no one-way street, but a reciprocal learning process, or, as stated in Ut Unum Sint, an exchange of gifts. The way to unity is therefore not the return of others into the fold of the Catholic Church.” [7] 

As noted in the April CFN, Pope Francis voiced unqualified admiration of Cardinal Walter Kasper in his first Angelus Address, four days after his papal elevation. The new pope appeared to give a hint to his own ecumenical thinking and to the likely direction of his pontificate. 

“What’s the Problem?” 

Cardinal Bergoglio, as quoted earlier, seems puzzled as to why anyone would have a problem with him praying in public with Protestants or dropping to his knees to receive a joint blessing from both Catholic and Protestant ministers. “What’s the problem?” he wonders.

Does he really mean this? Is he really baffled as to why joint public prayers with Catholics and Protestants would be considered scandalous? Is he not aware of the numerous papal pronouncements against religious indifferentism and ecumenical activities over the past 160 years? 

It would make more sense if Bergoglio had said, “Yes, prior to Vatican II this would not have been permitted but due to the Council’s aggiornamento we now deem it legitimate.” No, not even a nod to the Church’s consistent teaching of the centuries. Only the thin question, “What’s the problem?”

It should be noted that if the Buenos Aires magazine called Bergoglio’s deed an act of apostasy, this in an inaccurate accusation. The Cardinal’s actions may be called scandalous, even perhaps heterodox, but not apostasy, since apostasy entails rejecting the Faith and Jesus Christ altogether – such as a Catholic who would convert to Islam or Judaism.

Here is the difficulty. Cardinal Bergoglio’s public prayer with Protestants, and his receiving a “blessing” from Protestant pastors, gives the impression of legitimizing Protestantism. Despite whatever good intentions Protestants may possess, their belief system, which rejects bedrock truths of the Catholic Faith, stands condemned by the infallible Council of Trent.

The Council of Trent solemnly anathematizes those who reject the Catholic doctrine of the Eucharist, the Catholic doctrine on the Sacrament of Confession, the Catholic doctrine on the Sacrament of Holy Orders, the list goes on and on. Bergoglio’s actions effectively tell Protestants that the Council of Trent does not matter. 

The Popes up to 1958 forcefully condemned ecumenical and interreligious activity. Pope Pius XI, in his 1928 Encyclical Mortalium Animos, forbade the type of ecumenism nurtured since the Council. He said the Holy See has “never allowed” its subjects to take part in the ecumenical assemblies, “nor is it lawful for Catholics to support or work for such (ecumenical) enterprises, for if they do so they will be giving countenance to a false Christianity, quite alien to the one Church of Christ”.

“Unity can only arise,” he continued, “from one teaching authority, one law of belief, one faith of Christians” and reiterated the truth that the only true unity can be that of the return of non-Catholics to the one true Church of Christ.

Pius rightly warned that these ecumenical enterprises are full of “fair and alluring words that cloak a most serious error, subversive to the Catholic Faith”. [8]

Likewise, Pope Pius XII warned in his 1949 Instruction on the Ecumenical Movement, “True reunion can only come about by the return of dissidents to the one true Church of Christ (the Catholic Church).” [9] 

These papal condemnations are not simply a matter of discipline, but are based on the nature of truth itself. Ecumenism is a counterfeit union with Catholics and counterfeit creeds. It gives the stamp of approval to the most prevalent error of the day: that any religion is good enough for salvation. 

Thus Catholic leaders – be they priests, bishops, cardinal or even popes – must not give the visual expression of indifferentism that ecumenical activities necessarily transmit. No matter what pseudo-theological qualifications that modern Churchmen attempt (i.e., “we do not pray together but have come together to pray”), we all know that it is the image that counts.

Advertisers are well aware of this fact. The advertising agency does not present an abstract description of the latest Ford Mustang, but televises the image. The viewer sees the latest Mustang speeding down the highway. It is the image that sells; it is the image that sends the message. And the image transmitted by Cardinal Bergoglio, by “Catholic Pentecostalism” and by “Catholic ecumenism” is that all religions are on the same footing and any religion is good enough for salvation. 
The image of Catholic leaders praying in public with members of false creeds sends its own signal, and it is not a Catholic signal. No matter what are anyone’s subjective intentions, the image from these ecumenical encounters promotes indifferentism. This is one of the many reasons why the Popes prior to Vatican II did not participate in such interfaith activity and forbade Catholics to participate as well.

Catholic participation in modern ecumenism also sends a false message to non-Catholics, effectively telling them they are attached to a legitimate creed and need not convert to the Catholic Church for salvation. As early as 1959, the eminent Thomist theologian Father Edward Hanahoe warned that modern ecumenism “has the effect of perpetuating the state of separation, serving rather to keep people out of Church [rather] than to bring them into it.”[10]

“This Most Deplorable Error”
The Popes throughout the centuries, and especially since the time of the French Revolution, condemned any activity that places the Catholic Church on equal footing with false religions. This is one of the many reasons for the Papal condemnations of Freemasonry. Pope Leo XII taught:

“A certain sect, certainly known to you, [Freemasonry] and wrongfully arrogating the name of philosophy for itself has stirred up from the ashes the disorganized collections of almost all the errors ... it teaches that ample liberty has been granted by God to every man to join any sect or to adopt any opinion which may be pleasing to him according to his own private judgment, without any danger to his salvation ...”

Leo here notes that such a concept is contrary to the notion of truth itself:

“... it would be really impossible for the completely truthful God, who is Sovereign Truth itself, the best and most wise Provider, and Rewarder of the good, to approve of all sects that are teaching dogmas that are false and frequently opposed and contradictory to one another and to bestow eternal rewards upon the men who join these sects ...”[11]

Yet the “deplorable error” condemned by the Popes — that a man may find salvation in any religion — receives the stamp of approval through the practice of ecumenism and interreligious dialogue.

In fact, religious indifferentism is a constitutive element of “Catholic Pentecostalism,” since the movement itself began in 1966 with Catholics receiving the “Baptism of the Spirit” from Protestant ministers (click here for article).

Pope Gregory XVI likewise condemned the error or religious indifferentism in his Mirari vos arbitramur:

“Now we come to another very fertile cause of the evils by which, we are sorry to see, the contemporary Church being afflicted. This is indifferentism, or that wicked opinion which has grown up on all sides through the deceit of evil men. According to this opinion, the eternal salvation of the soul can be attained by any kind of profession of faith, as long as a man’s morals are in line with the standard of justice and honesty. You must drive out from the people entrusted to your care this most deplorable error on a matter so obviously important and so completely clear. For, since the Apostle has warned that there is one God, one faith, one baptism, those who pretend that the way to [eternal] beatitude starts from any religion at all should be afraid and should seriously think over the fact that, according to the testimony of the Savior Himself, they are against Christ because they are not for Christ; and that they are miserably scattering because they are not gathering with Him; and that consequently, they are most certainly going to perish forever, unless they hold the Catholic faith and keep it whole and inviolate.”[12]

Pope Gregory XVI here merely restates the essential truth contained in the 4th Century Athanasian Creed, thus demonstrating the continuity of Catholic truth throughout the ages. The Creed begins:

“Whosoever wishes to be saved must, first of all, hold the Catholic faith, which, unless a man shall have held it whole and inviolate, he will most certainly perish forever.”

It concludes:

“This is the Catholic faith, which unless a man shall have believed it faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.”

We cannot avoid the fact that ecumenism promotes religious indifferentism. It defies Blessed Pope Pius IX who taught in his 1864 Syllabus that it is an error to believe that "Man may, in the observance of any religion whatever, find the way of eternal salvation, and arrive at eternal salvation.”[13]

Cardinal Mercier, faithful to perennial Church teaching and citing a line of Popes, denounced this latitudinarianism as blasphemy. He warned that to "put the religion of divine origin on the same level with the religions invented by men" is the "blasphemy which calls down God's chastisements on society far more than the sins of individuals and families."[14]

Today’s ecumenism also places the salvation of millions of souls in jeopardy, since influential members of one true Church, the only ark of salvation, now give the impression by their words and deeds that non-Catholics may find salvation in the falsehood of their man-made, Protestant creeds.

Most disturbing: modern Popes and prelates committed to ecumenical activity are careful not to teach the above-mentioned truths to the Catholic Faithful. When have you heard a post-Conciliar Pope quote the condemnations of religious indifferentism from Leo XII, Gregory XVI and Blessed Pius XI? When have you heard a post-Conciliar Pope reiterate the solid condemnation of ecumenism found in Pope Pius XI’s 1928 Mortalium Animos or Pius XII’s 1949 “Instruction on Ecumenism”? In fact, these two documents – of Pius XI and Pius XII – were neither mentioned nor footnoted in Vatican II’s Decree on Ecumenism. It’s as if these magisterial texts do not exist. This is an inexcusable omission.

Due to this neglect, modern Catholics remain ignorant of a crucial component of their Catholic patrimony, and will come to regard opposition to modern ecumenism as un-Christian and inhuman. 

The omission of Church leaders to reiterate the traditional papal condemnation of religious indifferentism results in generations of mal-formed Catholics. It also results in Church leaders who are “mixed bags” when it comes to the Faith: a combination of both good and bad elements. This was evident when reading Bergoglio-Skorka’s On Heaven and Earth.

Some Good Points

I mentioned that On Heaven and Earth is not all bad. It also contains quotes from Cardinal Bergoglio that indicate some good Catholic instincts. 

For example, the Cardinal’s statement on abortion is encouraging, as he explains that abortion is not necessarily a religious issue, but an issue of science itself, a kind of natural law approach: “The moral problem with abortion is of a pre-religious nature,” says Bergoglio, “because the genetics code of the person is present at the moment of conception. There is already a human being. I separate the issue of abortion from any religious concept. It is a scientific problem. To not allow further progress in the development of a human being is not ethical. The right to life is the first human right. Abortion is killing someone that cannot defend himself.”[15]

Along these lines, Pope Francis recently reminded the bishops of Argentina they should be faithful to their 2007 “Aparecida Document” that restricts Holy Communion from pro-abortion Catholics, especially from pro-abortion Catholic legislatures, politicians and health professions.

We can only hope Pope Francis will eventually put some teeth into this recent statement, politely telling the episcopacy that any bishop who does not fulfill this duty will be replaced by a new diocesan Ordinary who will enforce the document. Bishops have ignored Vatican directives for decades. Without an actual threat of penalty to bishops who don’t comply, Pope Francis’ latest pronouncement, now giving hope to many, may end up as yet more words from the Vatican that ultimately go nowhere.

In On Heaven and Earth, Cardinal Bergoglio also made some good observations regarding the clerical scandals, saying that a priest found guilty of “pedophilia” should have his faculties taken away and be refused permission to exercise his priestly ministry again. He even criticized the Church in the United States whose bishops “move [corrupt] priests from one parish to another. That is stupid because, in a way, the priest carries his baggage with him” [16]. Bergoglio stated his support for Pope Benedict’s ‘zero-tolerance’ policy. Time will tell how effective he will be in dealing with ongoing clerical problems in this area.

There is word Pope Francis intends to have his Pontificate consecrated to Our Lady of Fatima on May 13. This is encouraging. We can only pray that the consecration will have the effect of leading our Church leaders out of the post-Conciliar fever-swamp of religious indifferentism and other Conciliar novelties. However, it is best to celebrate this conversion away from Conciliar ideas after it happens and not before, lest we celebrate a conversion that never takes place. 

For example, Cardinal Suenens, one of the most liberal prelates at the Council, nursed a devotion to the Blessed Mother. He broke ranks with his brother liberals at Vatican II when they wanted to play down the importance of Our Lady for the sake of ecumenical advances, telling them they could not discount Our Lady for ecumenical reasons. Yet he continued to his death as one of the most modernist prelates of the century. 

In 1997, I attended the 30th Anniversary “Catholic” Charismatic conference in Pittsburgh where I saw Charismatic Patti Gallagher Mansfield delivered a fine lecture on Saint Louis DeMontfort’s True Devotion to Our Lady. Yet she remains an interfaith Charismatic without pause. 

Pope John Paul II was devoted to Our Lady of Fatima, visited Fatima on numerous occasions and twice consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart. Yet he persisted on the disastrous interreligious path of the Council to his dying day. 

Pope Francis is the first Pontiff to consecrate his pontificate the Madonna of Fatima. Indeed this can be a source of cautious hope. Our Lady is capable or working wonders, and can even correct a Pope’s wayward footsteps. But in the meantime we must be prepared to resist the activities of any prelate – including Pope Francis – who continues the ecumenical program of the Council. [17] 

Bergoglio’s Interfaith “Te Deum” Masses

For despite the encouraging statements quoted above, Cardinal Bergoglio’s interreligious proclivity persists. He is not only committed to Pentecostalism, but to the pan-religious spirit of Assisi.

On pages 219-220 of On Heaven and Earth, Cardinal Bergoglio states with great satisfaction, “When I began the Te Deum Masses as Archbishop, I came down with the nuncio accompanying the president and we walked to the door. All of you, representatives from other creeds, would remain in your place like puppets in an exhibition. I changed that tradition: now the president goes up and greets all the representatives of other creeds…. Since the Te Deum in Salta in 2009, the ceremony is divided in two: not only is the traditional, classic song performed, and the Eucharist, together with the homily and the Catholic prayer, but representatives of other creeds also present their own prayers. Now there is greater participation.”[18]

Once again, these interreligious activities give visual expression to the greatest error of our age: the “most deplorable error” of religious indifferentism; the belief that any religion is good enough for salvation, and that one need not convert to Christ’s one true Catholic Church for salvation. This is one of the main reasons the Popes of the past had the good sense to declare such activities off limits to Catholics. 

If Cardinal Bergoglio – now Pope Francis – continues on his ecumenical trajectory, we can expect Pentecostal, interreligious and “spirit of Assisi” activities to increase under his Pontificate with his encouragement. And when we object to this activities, we may only receive from Pope Francis the response, “People of different religions praying together? What’s the problem?”

Our Lady conqueror of all heresies, pray for us.
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Pope Francis 'called us his brother bishops,' says Protestant pastor from Mobile, who lunched, swapped caps with the pontiff
http://www.al.com/living/index.ssf/2014/10/pope_francis_is_like_one_of_th.html 
By Carol McPhail, October 31, 2014
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Rev, Henry Roberts, pastor of Word of Life Community Church in Chickasaw, poses with Pope Francis during a visit to the Vatican on Oct. 10, 2014. Roberts is a bishop with the international ecumenical network the Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches. (Courtesy Word of Life Church)
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Pope Francis dines with 12 bishops of various Protestant denominations from the Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches on Oct. 10, 2014, at the Vatican. Third from Pope Francis' right is Rev. Henry Roberts II, pastor of Word of Life Community Church in Mobile. (Courtesy Word of Life Church)
First, the pope does not want his ring kissed. And he prefers to be called Father Francis rather than Your Holiness.

Those were some of the marching orders given to Rev. Henry W. Roberts II of Mobile and other bishops with the Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches, who met with Pope Francis at the Vatican Oct. 10. The CEEC is an international ecumenical network that strives for unity among all Christians.

"He looks like one of the fellas. He's so down to earth," said Roberts, describing a photo he took with the pope during the visit. Roberts is founding pastor of Word of Life Community Church, an interdenominational congregation of 1,500 with locations in Chickasaw and Whistler. A graduate of McGill-Toolen Catholic School, he has been a bishop with the CEEC network since 2007.

Roberts said one of the bishops asked the pontiff if he would bless them to go and proclaim the miracle of unity. "He said, 'I can't really bless you, because we're brother bishops.' He actually called us his brother bishops," he said.

Roberts said the group met with Pope Francis for more than an hour and shared lunch in his private dining room at Casa Santa Marta, his Vatican residence. The main topics at the meeting, which occurred during the recent Synod, were family and Christian unity.

"He said, No. 1, that we as believers, as Christians, have to stop talking bad about each other and being condescending," Roberts recalled. "No. 2, we need to find a good Catholic that we can just fellowship with and develop a relationship with."

Roberts also exchanged a skull cap called a zucchetto with the pontiff. He had purchased the white hat made especially for Francis in Rome to make the swap. "I loved his personality, and I could feel his heart and compassion for people and his love for people," he said. "I know he's sincere about seeing people come together."

The meeting with the CEEC bishops, which was videoed and is on YouTube, shows the pope speaking through an interpreter about the need for unity. "We're always concentrating on the differences," the pope told the group. "We all have the same baptism, and the same baptism is more important than our differences. We all believe in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit."

The CEEC, considered part of the "convergence movement," drew media attention this year because of a longtime friendship between the pope and CEEC Bishop Tony Palmer of South Africa. Palmer, a Protestant who considered Francis his spiritual father, organized the October meeting before he was killed in a motorcycle accident in August.

The pope famously recorded a seven-minute video on Palmer's iPhone for the bishop to present to a conference by U.S. evangelist Rev. Kenneth Copeland. In the video, which went viral on YouTube, the Pope Francis urges "the miracle of unity" between Protestants and Catholics.
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TOP LEFT: This is the video filmed on Bishop Tony Palmer's iPhone. The pope's comments on the "miracle of unity" went viral on YouTube before Palmer died in August. 07:02
TOP RIGHT: This video was taken during the pontiff's meeting with the bishops on Oct. 10, 2014 20:14
What Protestant Pastors Think About Pope's Theology
http://www.charismanews.com/culture/52247-what-protestant-pastors-think-about-pope-s-theology 
September 25, 2015 
Pope Francis is boosting the reputation of the Catholic Church among Protestant pastors in America.

Nearly 4 in 10 say the pope, known for his humility and concern for the poor, has had a positive impact on their opinions of the Catholic Church, LifeWay Research finds. Almost two-thirds view Pope Francis as a genuine Christian and "brother in Christ."

However, half of Protestant pastors say they do not value Pope Francis' opinion on matters of theology.

Changing Views
LifeWay Research asked 1,000 Protestant pastors in America about their views in a phone survey from Sept. 8-21, 2015, shortly before the pontiff's visit to the United States this week.

Pope Francis, who in March 2013 became the first non-European and first Jesuit priest to be named pope, has been outspoken on such issues as welcoming immigrants, shunning materialism and protecting the environment.

For 43 percent of Protestant pastors, Pope Francis has not changed their views of the Catholic Church. However, half say the current pope has affected their opinions—and almost three times as many cite a positive impact (37 percent) as a negative one (14 percent).

"Our sample itself—Protestant pastors—is named after the Protestant Reformation, so they are particularly interesting to survey," said Ed Stetzer, executive director of LifeWay Research. "And the survey says that this pope does, indeed, have a 'Francis effect,' even on a group of people named for protesting the very faith the pope leads."

Ninety percent of Protestant pastors agree Catholics can be "born-again Christians," but they are less certain whether Pope Francis is their "brother in Christ." Sixty-three percent believe he is a genuine Christian, while 22 percent disagree, and 16 percent are unsure.

Evangelical pastors report more skepticism about Pope Francis than their mainline Protestant counterparts. While 80 percent of mainline Protestant pastors believe the pope is a true Christian, only 58 percent of evangelical pastors agree.

"The fact that some pastors don't see the pope as their 'brother in Christ' seems strange to many outside Protestantism and evangelicalism, I imagine," Stetzer said. "However, the forerunners of most Protestant pastors—from Luther, to Wesley, to Spurgeon, to many others—certainly did not see the pope as their 'brother in Christ.'

"Within a few centuries, the pope has gone from anti-Christ to 'brother in Christ' for a lot of Protestants."

Protestant pastors are divided on whether they value Pope Francis' opinion on theological issues. More than 4 in 10 (42 percent) say they value the pope's opinion, but 50 percent say they do not. Mainline pastors (57 percent) are more likely than evangelical pastors (36 percent) to say they value Pope Francis' opinion.

Mainline pastors are also more likely to say Pope Francis has influenced their opinion of the Catholic Church, with 50 percent saying the impact has been positive and 9 percent saying it has been negative. In contrast, 30 percent of evangelical pastors say Pope Francis has boosted their opinion of Catholicism, while 15 percent say their opinion has declined.

Favorable views of Pope Francis are most pronounced among highly educated Protestant pastors and those in the Northeast, the survey finds.

Fifty-one percent of Protestant pastors in the Northeast say Pope Francis improves their opinion of the Catholic Church, compared to 38 percent in the Midwest, 34 percent in the South, and 31 percent in the West. Most Northeastern pastors (53 percent) also say they value the pope's opinions on theological matters, a view shared by fewer than half of pastors in the Midwest (45 percent), South (39 percent), and West (38 percent).

More than two-thirds of Protestant pastors with a master's degree or doctorate (69 percent) view Pope Francis as a genuine Christian and brother in Christ, compared to 42 percent of those with a bachelor's degree or no college degree.

Those with a master's degree or higher are also significantly more likely to say they value Pope Francis' opinions on theological matters (49 percent) and the pope improves their opinion of the Catholic Church (43 percent). Among those with less formal education, 22 percent value the pope's theological opinion and 18 percent say he has a positive impact on their view of Catholicism.
Charisma magazine is Protestant charismatic-Pentecostal -Michael
Evangelical Rep. of 1.5 Million Christians Reflects on Worshipping With the Pope, Comments on Protestant Problem With Papacy
http://www.christianpost.com/news/evangelical-rep-of-1-5-million-nyc-christians-reflects-on-worshipping-with-pope-francis-comments-on-protestant-problem-with-the-papacy-146275/
By Nicola Menzie, September 28, 2015 
The Rev. A. R. Bernard, pastor of New York City's largest church and president of the Churches of the City of New York that represents 1.5 million Christians, called the multi-religious worship experience with Pope Francis at the National September 11 Memorial and Museum an "amazing experience." He also addressed concerns some Christians might have about "the concept of the papacy."
"I will tell you, it was beautiful, it was deep, it was moving and I think with the backdrop of 9/11 where it was religious extremism that created that situation and brought America to a whole new place in this country, as that being the backdrop and to have religious leaders from around the world, in terms of the religious expressions around the world, coming together like that was very, very special," Bernard said, reflecting on the Sept. 25 gathering during a broadcast of his radio program.
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Bernard also revealed that he was chosen to greet Benedict XVI on behalf of the Protestant community when the then-pope visited New York City in 2008. The pastor of the 37,000-member Christian Cultural Center marveled that "here it is seven years later and I have the opportunity to actually go from greeting to worshipping with the new pontiff, Pope Francis."

The gathering, officially titled "A Multi-Religious Gathering With Pope Francis," presented reflections and meditations on peace and involved 13 other leaders (including New York Archbishop Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan) representing the Jewish, Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, and Christian faiths (Protestant and Greek Orthodox).

Bernard read from the Beatitudes, or blessings, included in Matthew 5:3-10.

Bernard also shared his thoughts on meeting Francis, whom he described as "very warm" and "very charismatic." He added that he found the pontiff "consistent with what he has presented, and that is to be the people's pope."

"He's like what you see is what you get, I genuinely felt that," added Bernard. "I'll be honest, if I didn't feel that, if he was cold, I would say so, but I was very taken. This pope has presented a tone of inclusiveness that the media has highlighted. But the reality is, although he has expressed that tone of inclusiveness, he hasn't changed Catholic doctrine. It is still what it is and has been in terms of orthodoxy for the last 2,000 years. It was a blessing."

The megachurch leader also commented on concerns some Evangelical or fundamentalist Christians have about the papacy, which positions the pope as the vicar of Christ on Earth, or the supreme pastor of the Roman Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic Church claims to be Christ's only true Church due to the papacy's said lineage to Apostle Peter, according to the Church's interpretation of Matthew 16.

Bernard acknowledged that the idea of the papacy might make some Christians uncomfortable with being in such a setting with a pope. He referred to the Reformation era, when theologians like Martin Luther and John Calvin vehemently challenged Roman Catholic doctrines, particularly on the authority of the pope.

There are Protestant leaders who seem open to amicable relations with the Vatican in an effort to truly have a Catholic, or universal Church, Bernard said, pointing to what he said were efforts made on Rome's part to bridge the divide.

As for himself, the pastor revealed that although he disagrees with some Roman Catholic doctrine, he has no problem sitting down and talking to those with whom he disagrees because "it doesn't mean that I subscribe to their doctrine, to their notion." "There are Christians out there who say, 'No, this is wrong. The papacy represents something.' And they'll find Scripture to say that it's something other than what we should be associated with. And yet, for me, it's like Daniel. Daniel was a prophet, he was in Babylon, he spoke the language, he took on the name of Babylonian culture, he wore the clothes," said Bernard.

According to the Jewish Bible, Daniel was taken into captivity when the Babylonians destroyed his homeland. He and his captive friends stuck to their religious convictions in the face of death and Daniel eventually rose to prominence as a top leader in the Babylonian and Persian kingdoms.

Bernard went on to explain how Daniel's title while in Babylon was "prince of the magicians," the wise men who advised the king.

"I'm sure there are some Christians, fundamentalist Christian who would have a problem with that," Bernard added. "But I don't. I can sit down with anyone of any religion and not feel that I'm compromising what I believe, because I know what I believe and I'm firm in that belief. I think we need more Christians like that."

The multi-religious gathering was held Sept. 25 at the National September 11 Memorial and Museum in lower Manhattan, and featured the pope and other religious leaders situated on a stage before a diverse audience of about 700 people at the museum's Foundation Hall.
In addition to giving an official address (read it here), Francis offered a "Prayer for Remembrance" during the ceremony, also including 9/11 families and first responders whom he met with earlier at the reflecting pools at Ground Zero.

The multi-religious gathering and Ground Zero meeting were among several events included in Francis' first-ever journey to Cuba and to the United States, the latter of which included stops in Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia.
See Protestant response to Pope Francis’ address: http://thefederalist.com/2015/09/24/a-protestant-response-to-pope-franciss-address/ 
Pope Francis and the Evangelicals
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/2016/01/19/pope-francis-and-the-evangelicals/ 
By Bishop Robert Barron, January 19, 2016 

The whole Christian world has watched with fascination as Pope Francis, over the past several months, has reached out to evangelicals. Who can forget the mesmerizing iPhone video, filmed by the Pope’s (late) friend Bishop Tony Palmer, in which the Bishop of Rome communicated, with father-like compassion, to a national gathering of American evangelical leaders? His smile, his tone of voice, and the simple, direct words that he chose constituted a bridge between Catholics and evangelicals. What I found particularly moving was the remarkable reaction of the evangelical audience after they had taken in the video: a real prayer in the Spirit.
And who could forget the high-five—reportedly the first of Pope Francis’s life—exchanged with Pastor James Robison, after the Pope insisted that a living relationship with Jesus stands at the heart of the Christian reality? Many Catholics were surprised when the newly-elected Pope Francis asked the crowd gathered in St. Peter’s Square to pray for him, but evangelicals from Argentina weren’t taken aback, for they had witnessed something very similar. In June of 2006, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio was attending a meeting of evangelical pastors in Buenos Aires, and after he had spoken to them, he knelt down on the stage and asked them to pray for him and to bless him.
No one doubts that Pope Francis has a genius for the provocative symbolic gesture: washing the feet of women and non-Christians on Holy Thursday, paying his own hotel bill in Rome, opting to reside, not in the opulent Apostolic Palace but the far more modest Casa Santa Marta, driving in a tiny car while at World Youth Day in Rio, etc. But does his outreach to evangelicals go beyond the merely symbolic? Is it grounded in more substantial theological commitments? I would argue the affirmative and to do so on the basis of Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel). 

The third paragraph of that encyclical commences with this ecumenically remarkable sentence: “I invite all Christians everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ.” Catholics have tended to be suspicious of the language of personal relationship with Jesus, especially as it has appeared in evangelical Protestant rhetoric over the past half century (accepting Jesus as my “personal Lord and savior”), and this for two basic reasons. First, it seems to undermine or at least lessen the importance of the properly mediating role that the Church appropriately plays, and secondly, it tends to compromise the communitarian dimension of Christian life. I do not for a moment think that Pope Francis is unaware of those dangers, but I think he is more concerned that a hyper-stress on the ecclesial can render Christian life abstract and institutional. In paragraph seven of Evangelii Gaudium, Francis says, “I never tire of repeating those words of Benedict XVI which take us to the very heart of the Gospel: ‘Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.’” Christianity is not a philosophy or a set of ideas, but rather a friendship with Jesus of Nazareth. In paragraph 266, we hear, “It is impossible to persevere in a fervent evangelization unless we are convinced from personal experience that it is not the same thing to have known Jesus as not to have known him.”

According to Catholic ecclesiology, the Church is not primarily an institution, but rather the prolongation of the Incarnation across space and time, the mystical body of Jesus through which people come to an encounter with the Lord. When this organic relationship between Jesus and his Church is forgotten or occluded, a stifling institutionalism can follow, and this is precisely why Francis insists, “we cannot passively and calmly wait in our church buildings; we need to move from a pastoral ministry of mere conservation to a decidedly missionary pastoral ministry.”

This evangelical urgency, which Pope Francis gets in his bones, is the leitmotif of this entire Apostolic Exhortation. He knows that if Catholicism leads with its doctrines, it will devolve into an intellectual debating society and that if it leads with its moral teaching, it will appear, especially in our postmodern cultural context, fussy and puritanical. It should lead today as it led two thousand years ago, with the stunning news that Jesus Christ is the Lord, and the joy of that proclamation should be as evident now as it was then. The Pope helpfully draws our attention to some of the countless references to joy in the pages of the New Testament: “‘Rejoice!’ is the angel’s greeting to Mary;” in her Magnificat, the Mother of God exults, “My spirit rejoices in God my savior;” as a summation of his message and ministry, Jesus declares to his disciples, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete;” in the Acts of the Apostles, we are told that “wherever the disciples went there was great joy.” The Pope concludes with a wonderfully understated rhetorical question: “Why should we not also enter into this great stream of joy?” Why not indeed?  Displaying his penchant for finding the memorable image, Pope Francis excoriates Christians who have turned “into querulous and disillusioned pessimists, ‘sourpusses,’” and whose lives “seem like Lent without Easter.” Such people might be smart and they might even be morally upright, but they will never be successful evangelists.

Once this basic truth is understood, the rest of the church’s life tends to fall more correctly into place. A church filled with the joy of the resurrection becomes a band of “missionary disciples,” going out to the world with the good news. Ecclesial structures, liturgical precision, theological clarity, bureaucratic meetings, etc. are accordingly relativized in the measure that they are placed in service of that more fundamental mission. The Pope loves the liturgy, but if evangelical proclamation is the urgent need of the church, “an ostentatious preoccupation with the liturgy” becomes a problem; a Jesuit, the Pope loves the life of the mind, but if evangelical proclamation is the central concern of the church, then a “narcissistic” and “authoritarian” doctrinal fussiness must be eliminated; a man of deep culture, Pope Francis loves the artistic heritage of the church, but if evangelical proclamation is the fundamental mission, then the church cannot become “a museum piece.” This last point calls vividly to mind something that Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli said on the eve of the conclave that would elect him Pope John XXIII: “We are not here to guard a museum, but rather to cultivate a flourishing garden of life.”

When he spoke at the General Congregations, the meetings of Cardinals in advance of the conclave of 2013, Cardinal Bergoglio reportedly brought to his brothers’ attention with great passion the need for the Church to look beyond herself. This preoccupation is echoed in paragraph 27 of Evangelii Gaudium: “I dream of a ‘missionary option,’ that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation.” And this in turn echoes a word that John Paul II spoke to the bishops of Oceania in 2001: “All renewal in the Church must have mission as its goal if it is not to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introversion.” And the mission, once again, is none other than drawing the entire human race into a relationship with the living Christ. There is much here, I would suggest, with which evangelicals can resonate. 

Pope Francis realizes that in our postmodern framework, appeals to the true and the good often fall on deaf ears. Indeed, if the dictatorship of relativism obtains, then who are you to tell me what I ought to think or how I ought to behave? This is why the Pope calls for an active exploration of the via pulchritudinis (the way of beauty). It is best for the evangelizer to show the splendor and radiance of the Christian form of life, before he or she would get to explicit doctrine and moral commands. This involves the use of classical artistic expressions of the Christian faith as well as contemporary cultural forms. Indeed, says the Pope, any beautiful thing can be a route of access to Christ. 

If I might end on a note of challenge, or better, of invitation to further and deeper conversation. Along with so many others, I was encouraged by the late Bishop Tony Palmer’s outreach to Pope Francis and his ecumenical graciousness. But when he told the gathered ministers that, in the wake of the famous 1999 joint declaration on justification, Luther’s protest is effectively over, I was, to say the least, not convinced. We have made enormous strides in the last fifty years, and as I’ve suggested here, the papacy of Francis represents another astonishing leap forward. Nevertheless, as we approach the five-hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, significant differences remain at the doctrinal level, including and especially in regard to the issue of justification and its appropriation. In the early 1940’s, the Protestant theologian Karl Barth conducted a seminar in Basel on the texts of the Council of Trent, and to that seminar he invited Catholic thinker Hans Urs von Balthasar. I’m not at all sure that these two giants resolved anything, but I remain entranced by the image of the greatest Protestant theologian of the twentieth century and arguably the greatest Catholic theologian of the twentieth century coming together for serious conversation regarding the central issues of the Reformation. I am exceptionally glad that in many circles we have moved well beyond the stage of hurling invective at one another and that we have indeed found many, many points of contact, especially concerning the centrality of evangelization. But I would still welcome more and more encounters along the lines of the Barth-Balthasar seminar. Toward that end, may we all follow the evangelical drumbeat of Pope Francis.

2 of 13 readers’ responses to the same article at https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/article/pope-francis-and-the-evangelicals/5056/:
1. So you are good with Protestants going on 'mission' trips and leading people away from the Church that Jesus founded, the Catholic Church?
2. As an ex-Evangelical who is a convert to the Church and who brings with me both a Protestant theology degree and a wife and adult children to the Church, I find the Pope's approach disingenuous in the extreme. Any "evangelical" that takes this Pope seriously has his head in the sand and is ignoring the reality that this Pope is solidly shoulder-to-shoulder with the heretical "Anglican"-Progressive wing of the Catholic Church. It is true he makes overtures to "Evangelicals" but how many Evangelicals agree with the positions of Kasper and Danneels? Evangelicals...watch out. It appears you are being played like the proverbial "cheap violin".

Pope visits Pentecostals
https://sacerdotus.wordpress.com/2014/07/28/
July 28, 2014 
Pope Francis imitating St. Francis visited with 200 Pentecostals in Italy. The congregation is headed by his friend Giovanni Traettino who is a pastor whom the Pope describes as being his “beloved brother.” 
The Pope addressed the shock of him visiting a Pentecostal worship building by saying that he “went to visit my friends.”  He spoke of Christian unity, the diversity the Holy Spirit brings and apologized to the Pentecostals for the bad behavior of Catholics during the fascist times in Italy and also prayed the Our Father with them.  He said: 

“Among those who persecuted and denounced the Pentecostals, almost as if they were crazies who would ruin the race, there were some Catholics. As the pastor of the Catholics, I ask forgiveness for those Catholic brothers and sisters who did not understand and were tempted by the devil…” 

This visit is a strong indication that Pope Francis is seeking Christian unity in a different manner as opposed to having theological discussions and ecumenical meetings. He is reaching out to the people heart to heart; going after the lost sheep of Christ who hear His voice but are not part of His main flock (John 10:16). 
The visit is interesting indeed because the Pope was welcomed like a rock star.  Never in the span of my life both as an atheist and catholic have I heard of a Pentecostal cheering for the Pope.  Pentecostals are typically known for their anti-catholic rhetoric. They often call the Pope the “beast of Revelation” or anti-Christ.  Moreover, they tend to proselytize more than any other sect by speaking ill of the Blessed Virgin Mary and calling Catholics idolaters for using statues. 

This is not the first time Pope Francis has engages Evangelicals. He had spoken to the congregation of Kenneth Copeland via an iPhone video recording. The video was recorded by Tony Palmer who was an Evangelical and who recently died in a motorcycle crash.  He was a friend of the Pope and the Pope expressed sadness over his death.
Moreover, before Pope Francis’ trip to Brazil for World Youth day, a Pentecostal pastor was proselytizing young Catholics attending the many catechesis workshops around the area. The Pope while on route stopped by his worship place and greeting him and some of his congregants who were left dismayed.  It was as if God led the Pope to this man who was obviously not pleased with the Pope visiting Brazil. 
Some Catholics are upset that the Pope visited a Pentecostal congregation.  These are typically those who are still upset over Vatican II and literally take the heart the term “Militant Church” as if Catholics have to fight non-Catholics and shun them as “heretics.”  
This is not what authentic Catholicism is.  We must show our faith in love, even to our separated brethren. Unfortunately, even some Evangelicals still rooted in hatred are already speculating that Pope Francis is the “anti-Christ” who is creating a “new world religion/government.”  We must pray for Christian unity that perhaps one day all of these sects will come home to Rome as in the case with Alex Jones who was a Pentecostal pastor who converted to Catholicism and brought his entire congregation into the Catholic Church! 

See the video of the visit here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FohFlZVmzRo.
Pope Francis Asks Protestant Christians for Forgiveness, For All of the Persecutions the Catholic Church Did Against Protestants
http://shoebat.com/2015/06/22/pope-francis-asks-protestant-christians-for-forgiveness-for-all-of-the-persecutions-the-catholic-church-did-against-protestants/
By Theodore Shoebat, June 22, 2015

Pope Francis asked for forgiveness from a group of Protestants called Waldensians, who have been in Italy since the Middle Ages. The request for forgiveness was done on account of all of the supposed persecution that the Catholic Church committed against them in the Middle Ages. In the statement Francis said:
On the part of the Catholic Church, I ask your forgiveness, I ask it for the non-Christian and even inhuman attitudes and behavior that we have showed you… In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us!

Whatever the motivation may be, the Catholic Church owns no apology, nor is it obligated to ask for forgiveness, from the Waldensians. The Waldensians were a dangerous cult that wanted were bent on expanding and advancing their insidious beliefs that would have crippled Christendom if they were ever widely subscribed to.

All of the conservative Christians in America, who for the Second Amendment and the death penalty, should have no problem seeing the Waldensians as a pernicious group. If they were alive today, they would be a very large cult, reminiscent to the social gospel and socialist or communist churches that we see today, who fight against capital punishment and Second Amendment.

The Waldensians were against any sort of killing, even if it was righteous, they believed it had to be prohibited. They also believed that Christianity could have absolutely no involvement in the government, which is exactly what the atheist leftists want for America and the West now. It is because of such a destructive believe that homosexuality and infanticide has been legislated by the state, since atheism and darwinism is now filling the vacuum that was formed after Christian influence was removed.

Anyone seeing the absence of Christian dominated influence in the US government today, knows the danger of such beliefs. And what type of politicians are empowering such evil edicts? It is not people who explicitly call themselves atheist, but Christians. As is the nature of all heretics, they call themselves Christians and work very hard to remove or hinder any Christian influence in the state. This removal of Christian influence leads to the legalization of very evil things, such as abortion, homosexual “marriage,” pornography, and all sorts of other perversions.

The hatred toward Christian influence over government amongst certain cults is nothing but a heretical form of anarchism, and it is such mindsets that enable tyrannies; for a government absent of Christianity, is a government filled with devil-worship. To remove Christianity from the state, is to only leave a void ever-ready to be filled by some diabolical scheme that is always contriving to tyrannize Christians.

This destructive belief was enthusiastically held by both the Anabaptists and the Waldensians. They were seditious in their ideology, and believed that government law was evil because “the obligation of the laws removes Christian freedom” and that “the end of the civil laws is external peace.” (Bellarmine, On Laymen or Secular People, ch. 9, ed. Tutino, pp. 34-35)

Many today argue that the Waldensians were people of peace, but how could that be so when they were fanatically pushing for such a revolutionary ideology, that would have overturned the government and shattered Christendom into anarchy? The Waldensians also believed that once a civil ruler was in a state of mortal sin then he has lost all right to rule. (See Vitoria, On the American Indians, question 1, article 2)

Such a fanatical belief would have only led to sedition. Most people think that if the followers of a religion aren’t personally hurting anyone then that is indicative to a peaceful religion. This is the modern heresy of indifferentism, and it has enabled every evil ideology and religion to thrive. The Waldensians didn’t have to kill anyone to be recognized as dangerous; the fact that they believed in no government evidenced that they were indeed dangerous. If their cult was permitted to inculcate itself, then it would have eventually led to a violent revolution against the state, or the enabling of dangerous forces to take over the government and legislate anti-Christian laws.

Overall, Francis asking for forgiveness from the Waldensians — when there is no forgiveness due — does nothing good, it only shows weakness.

A few selected readers’ responses

1. The pope has been a disappointment. He just spews one nutty thing after another.

2. Just the typical idiocy that spews from his mouth. Nothing new here. Might as well accompany Obama on his next a*s-kissing apology tour.

3. I think he's a crazy man off the leash. He needs to be stopped, before he destroys the very Church he's sworn to protect.
Francis bows his head to receive Justin’s blessing
http://archbishop-cranmer.blogspot.in/2014/06/francis-bows-his-head-to-receive.html 
Posted by Archbishop Cranmer, June 20, 2014
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Oh, for crying out loud! A grandma's
blessing has greater value!

"Archbishop of Canterbury blesses Pope”
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Is Pope Francis humbly acknowledging the episcopal ministry of Archbishop Justin and affirming the validity of Anglican Holy Orders? Is he recognising that we are neither heretics (as it still says in Westminster Cathedral) nor 'separated brethren', but part of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church?
It appears so. For he has previously opened his heart to Protestant Evangelicals, and as Cardinal Bergoglio he knelt at a Protestant prayer meeting to receive the blessings of several Protestant pastors: (Image on page 4 of present file)
And you haven't heard him talk much about the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham or the provisions of the Apostolic Constitution 'Anglicanorum coetibus' of Pope Benedict XVI, have you? 
For many Roman Catholic traditionalists, this is one hell of an ecumenical mess, sending out confusing messages about the Faith, the (Roman) Catholic Church and the uniqueness of ministry of the Vicar of Christ. They may think this a false expression of showman humility — a theatrical performance; a patronising gesture of genuine compassion but counterfeit ecclesiology. But His Grace detects a spiritual, doctrinal and moral shift in ecumenical relations. Pope Francis is more Anglican than many believe, or would find it possible to admit.
Readers have left 364 comments
The Pope’s great Evangelical gamble
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/issues/july-24th-2015/the-popes-great-evangelical-gamble/ 

By Luke Coppen, July 23, 2015
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The Pope hugs a Pentecostal pastor at a meeting with Evangelical leaders in May
Can Francis overcome decades of antagonism between Catholics and Evangelicals?

Somewhere in Pope Francis’s office is a document that could alter the course of Christian history. It declares an end to hostilities between Catholics and Evangelicals and says the two traditions are now “united in mission because we are declaring the same Gospel”. The Holy Father is thinking of signing the text in 2017, the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, alongside Evangelical leaders representing roughly one in four Christians in the world today.
Francis is convinced that the Reformation is already over. He believes it ended in 1999, the year the Catholic Church and the Lutheran World Federation issued a joint declaration on justification, the doctrine at the heart of Luther’s protest.

The German firebrand had accused the Catholic Church of teaching that man was saved by faith and good works, rather than “by faith alone”.

In 1999, after extensive talks, Catholic and Lutheran theologians concluded that the two communions now shared “a common understanding of our justification by God’s grace through faith in Christ”.

In 2006, the World Methodist Council also adopted the declaration. But not one major leader of “born-again” Christians has publicly endorsed the text. So most of the world’s 600 million Evangelicals don’t realise that the protest is over. From the shantytowns of São Paulo to the high-rises of Seoul, Evangelicals and Catholics still eye each other warily.

Many of the former are reluctant even to describe Catholics as Christians, while the latter often dismiss Evangelical groups as “sects”.

But not everyone is resigned to enmity. As far back as 1984, an influential Charismatic magazine published an essay entitled “Three Streams, One River?” The author, Richard Lovelace, argued that Catholicism, Evangelicalism and Pentecostalism were three tributaries forming one great torrent of Christianity. (Many observers would count Evangelicalism and Pentecostalism as a single stream, given that most Pentecostals are Evangelicals.)

Lovelace wrote: “There will be many knots to be untied before we have a united church which is truly Catholic, Evangelical and Pentecostal.”

“Many knots to be untied”: today that phrase calls to mind Pope Francis. He has popularised devotion to Mary Undoer of Knots, which seeks Our Lady’s help in resolving seemingly intractable problems. The rift between Catholics and Evangelicals has long seemed to belong in that category.

For much of his life, Francis must have viewed Evangelicals with suspicion. An old-school Argentine Jesuit, he would have watched in dismay as his flock drifted off to Evangelical churches (nearly one in five Latin Americans now describe themselves as Protestant).

You can imagine his discomfort when, in 1999, he first celebrated Mass for charismatic Catholics. They spoke in tongues, like their Pentecostal counterparts, when he elevated the Host. But, as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, he began attending noisy, praise-filled gatherings of Evangelicals and Catholics. At first, he sat discreetly sipping mate.

But in 2006 he went on stage, where he knelt as Protestant leaders prayed over him. A pastor with a microphone hollered: “Fill him with your Holy Spirit and power, Lord! In the name of Jesus!” The image of the cardinal kneeling, head bowed, beneath the outstretched hands of Evangelicals was so startling that a traditionalist magazine ran the headline: “Buenos Aires, sede vacante. The archbishop commits the sin of apostasy”.

A papal biographer says that, after the blessing, “the cardinal was on fire”. He began to meet Evangelical pastors monthly. He would arrive by public transport and enthusiastically join in their improvised prayer sessions. They never discussed indulgences or the Immaculate Conception. He now believed that their shared baptism was more important than their differences.

As Pope, he has continued to sidestep theological disputes. Unlike the former Vatican doctrinal watchdog Benedict XVI, he’s willing to say: “Let’s leave those to the theologians.”
In Buenos Aires he met a British-born South African pastor called Tony Palmer. Palmer belonged to the “convergence movement”, which seeks to blend charismatic worship with a more historically grounded liturgy and understanding of the sacraments.

The cardinal became Palmer’s “spiritual father”, but reportedly discouraged him from becoming a Catholic, arguing that he was called to serve as a “bridge-builder” between Catholics and Evangelicals. (Francis is said to have told an Evangelical leader recently: “I’m not interested in converting Evangelicals to Catholicism. I want people to find Jesus in their own community. Let’s be about showing the love of Jesus.”)

Like his mentor, Palmer believed that the Reformation had already ended. He bluntly challenged Luther’s spiritual heirs to reject the “Protestant” label. “It’s like saying you’re racist even though you’re living in a country that no longer has an Apartheid system in place,” he argued.

When Francis wanted to reach out to Evangelicals after he was elected Pope, he didn’t do the obvious things. He didn’t ask the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity to organise a conference or seek advice from the group Evangelicals and Catholics Together in America – arguably the most advanced such dialogue in the world. Instead, he rang his old friend. During a leisurely meeting at the Vatican, Palmer recorded a video of the Pontiff on his iPhone.

Designated an “Apostolic Representative for Christian Unity” by Francis, Palmer took the film to a ministers’ conference in Texas organised by prosperity gospel preacher Kenneth Copeland. Palmer introduced the film with what must count as one of the great Christian orations of the 21st century. “Brothers and sisters, Luther’s protest is over,” he said. He told the audibly stunned audience that he was speaking to them “in the spirit of Elijah”, who prepared the way for something much greater than himself.

Palmer was unaware, of course, that as he stood at the lectern he had just months left to live. But with hindsight there was a spine-tingling moment when he announced that he would introduce the papal video with a short prayer. 
“This was a dying man’s prayer,” he said. “And when you know that you are about to die, you certainly pray the most important prayers.”

Palmer read John 17:20-22, in which Jesus prayed that his followers “may be one”. Francis’s face appeared on a big screen, unflatteringly close to the lens. In his short, impromptu message the Pope referred to Palmer, who belonged to an Anglican group that is independent from the Archbishop of Canterbury, as his “bishop brother”.

Francis then proclaimed that “the miracle of unity has begun”. The audience greeted the video with whooping, laughter and a babble of tongues. Copeland summoned Palmer back on stage to record a reply on his iPhone. The video ended with all the ministers – some of whom may have believed the Pope was a false teacher just minutes earlier – raising their hands and addressing Francis in unison with the cry: “Be blessed!”

Not long after, Palmer brought Evangelical heavyweights representing millions of churchgoers to the Vatican to meet Francis. The encounter was remarkably informal.

The Pope spoke of the need for all Christians to have a personal relationship with Jesus. “Sir, as an Evangelist, that deserves a high-five,” said James Robison, who helped to inspire the rise of America’s Religious Right in the 1980s. Once an interpreter explained what a high-five was, the Vicar of Christ slapped the beaming televangelist’s hand.

That day Palmer gave Francis a draft text called the “Declaration of Faith in Unity for Mission”, which he hoped the Pope would sign with Evangelical leaders in 2017. A month later, Palmer died after a motorcycle accident in England – an event so shocking it has inspired mind-bending conspiracy theory videos on YouTube.

Francis hasn’t given any public sign of whether he will sign the declaration. But he has taken steps that seem to prepare the ground for it. Days after his friend’s death he became the first pope to visit a Pentecostal church, offering an apology for Catholic persecution of the movement in Italy. Last month he asked forgiveness of the Waldensians, a communion regarded as the world’s oldest Evangelical church.

But even if the Pope does sign the declaration in two years’ time, full, visible unity between Catholics and Evangelicals will remain unlikely. As Fr Dwight Longenecker, an American Catholic priest who was raised Evangelical, explains, there is no single, authoritative body that could be reconciled with Rome.

“‘Evangelicals’ could include the most rabid, anti-Catholic, fire-breathing fundamentalists right through to the prosperity gospel televangelists, ‘Evangelical’ Anglo-Catholics, charismatics and modernist Protestants,” he says. He suggests that few are truly interested in unity with the Catholic Church. “For most Evangelicals any reunion with Rome is very low on the agenda if it is there at all,” he says. “This is for two reasons: despite their current friendliness toward Catholics they still have a deep distrust of Rome. They simply cannot conceive of the idea that ‘Roman Catholicism’ has much good in it. They might view us as brother Christians, but we are still deeply deluded.

“Second, their ecclesiology is that of the invisible church only. They do not see the thousands of Protestant churches as a problem because the ‘institutional church’ is man-made and temporal, so it doesn’t really matter which one you belong to. Formal reunion of any kind, for them, simply doesn’t matter.”

Ulf Ekman, a Swedish megachurch pastor who became a Catholic last year, agrees that many Evangelicals are afraid of “a Superchurch”. Still, he believes that old wounds can be healed by what he calls “a parallel approach”. “That is, both sides coming closer on equal terms and recognising each other with an approach of avoiding any appearance of submission and triumphalism, more converging then conversion.” This, of course, fits well with Francis’s own thinking, which he captures in pithy phrases such as “reconciled diversity” and “unity without uniformity”.

In order to preserve diversity, Francis could offer Evangelicals in the more liturgically minded “convergence movement” something similar to the ordinariate, which has allowed groups of ex-Anglicans to be reunited with Rome while retaining elements of their patrimony. Alternatively, the Pope might create an “Evangelical apostolate”, allowing reconciled Evangelicals to promote their distinctive style of worship and Scripture study within the Catholic Church.

Fr Longenecker says Francis could also encourage ex-Evangelicals to found religious communities, giving the example of American singer-songwriter John Michael Talbot, who leads an informal religious community of “Evangelical Catholics”.

But there is no evidence that Francis is considering any of these options. Perhaps he thinks it will be up to his successors to explore these paths to unity. He may believe his own mission is limited to bulldozing away the debris currently blocking the route.

Meanwhile, the Pope is encouraging Catholics to be more evangelical with a small “e”. He seems to want the faithful to become more like “born-again” Christians: to ditch the “funeral” faces, radiate joy and take the Gospel out of the church and on to the streets.

Thanks to Francis and the Catholic Charismatic Renewal movement, the faithful are likely to look considerably more like Evangelicals by the end of the century than they did at the beginning. But whether Evangelicals will be more Catholic remains to be seen.

Former Hillsong Worship ‘Pastor’ Darlene Zschech now leading followers to Rome
http://www.nowtheendbegins.com/former-hillsong-worship-pastor-darlene-zschech-now-leading-followers-to-rome/ 
By Geoffrey Grider, July 5, 2015 (All emphases the author’s)
Darlene Zschech started out as a “worship pastor” at Hills Christian Life Centre, Sydney, Australia, and has published many popular worship albums under the Hillsong Music label. She is also associated with Integrity Music and the Hosanna label. She and her husband, Mark, are now senior “pastors” of Hope Unlimited Church in New South Wales.
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Last week, she performed on stage as a headliner at the Vatican’s Renewal of the Holy Spirit rally. On her Facebook page, Zschech breathlessly gushed “The prep has begun in Rome. I can feel the prayers. Honoured to be singing this week, with Andrea Bocelli, Don Moen (Praise & Worship Leader), Noa (Achinoam Nini) with Pope Francis and thousands of worshippers gathering in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. This is a celebration of unity and peace in the Renewal of the Holy Spirit. Amazing days for the Body of Christ.”
As a former Catholic for 28 years, I can assure you that the Catholic Church is not part of the Body of Christ. When I went through 12 years of private Catholic school indoctrination, we never called ourselves “Christians”, we always referred to ourselves as Catholics. Now obviously I believe that Catholics can be saved, but I do not think it is possible for that to happen within the Catholic system. Bible doctrine and Catholic doctrine are indeed at odds with each other, I never met a priest or a nun who could tell me for sure that they were going to Heaven when they died. Because unlike the Bible, Catholic doctrine teaches that you cannot know for sure. That’s why they teach the false doctrines of Sacraments, Purgatory, Saint Worship, and pray to Mary, because they are trying to build up as many “good works” as they can to outweigh their bad on Judgment Day. And that is why the vast majority of Catholics will wind up in Hell because they were never saved in the first place.
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9 (KJV)
In all the endless hours of sermonizing and talking put in by Pope Francis, can you show me a 5 minute presentation of Gospel on how to be saved? No, you can’t because he doesn’t talk about those things. So what, I wonder, did Darlene Zschech and the other Laodicean “evangelicals” have to discuss with the Catholics when they arrived starry-eyed in the City of Babylon to pay homage to the Pope? I think that’s a pretty good question. From the looks of things, they just performed Christian rock music, got everyone all hyped up on emotion, and had you fall down and pray to their “generic Jesus” who judges nothing, loves all, and supports same-sex marriage.

Darlene Zschech has a lot in common with another famous Laodicean impostor:
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Christian, in these last days as we watch denomination after denomination falling under the spell of Mother Rome, you would do well to guard your walk with the Lord and have nothing to do with these Laodicean, prosperity preaching imposters. If you ever get the chance to have an audience with Pope Francis, why don’t you tell him how to get saved? Because Darlene Zschech certainly didn’t tell him that when she had her chance.
Pope Francis meets with Evangelical, Pentecostal leaders in John 17 spirit
http://www.christianpost.com/news/pope-francis-meets-with-evangelical-pentecostal-leaders-in-john-17-spirit-165196/ 

By Brandon Showalter, June 15, 2016
Pope Francis and several prominent Evangelical and Pentecostal leaders met in Rome last Friday to discuss areas of mutual agreement and where they respectfully disagreed. The aim of the gathering, which had no official agenda, was to build unity between Christian traditions that have historic enmity.
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Geoff Tunnicliffe, former general secretary of the World Evangelical Alliance, met with Pope Francis on Friday, June 10, 2016, for a gathering with prominent evangelical and Pentecostal leaders in Rome, Italy.
The Rev. Dr. Geoff Tunnicliffe, former secretary general of the World Evangelical Alliance and chairman of the Advisory Board of Christian Media Corporation, said in an interview with The Christian Post Tuesday, that there was a John 17 spirit during the two meetings he had with Pope Francis. Tunnicliffe noted that formal meetings with the pope are often said to last only 30 minutes but one informal meeting with Francis and Evangelical and Charismatic leaders lasted over two hours. Those at the gathering sensed the presence of God, according to Tunnicliffe, and a unity of the Spirit as their discussions focused on Jesus Christ even as they talked about theological differences.

"These theological discussions have to take place in the context of relationship. Otherwise they become cold. And we are thankful for those opportunities where it is about building friends, while not dismissing the theological distinctives," the former WEA leader explained. These relationships are what "help create the framework for the deeper discussions as well."
Italian Pentecostal minister Giovanni Traettino was one of the key conveners of these meetings with Francis, with the two having enjoyed a steady friendship over many years. In July 2014, Pope Francis traveled to Traettino's Church of Reconciliation in the southern Italian city of Caserta to apologize for the persecutions Pentecostals experienced at the hands of Roman Catholics. As was widely reported at that time, Francis, whose papacy had just begun the previous year, said: "I ask for your forgiveness for those who, calling themselves Catholic, didn't understand we're brothers," and called for a "Church that is one in its diversity."

Tunnicliffe mentioned in the interview with CP that these kinds of apologies were reciprocated by several Evangelicals in the meeting who had themselves mistreated Catholics in their respective communities. Those gathered articulated the need for greater reconciliation in the Church as a whole, emphasizing the desire to see Christ's prayer in John 17:20-23 be fulfilled.

In that passage, Jesus prayed for all who would believe in him through the message of his disciples:

"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one — I in them and you in me — so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me."

Pope Francis also reached out to Evangelicals and show a spirit of unity through the Together 2016 event, with news last week that he will record a greeting for next month's rally that seeks to bring 1 million Christians for prayer and worship at the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

The Together 2016's website reads: "Jesus directly challenged a culture of division. He prayed we would be one — one family, one body. And He told us to love our enemies. Everyone loves their friends; it's when we love those who aren't like us that the world takes note. It's time to come together around Jesus in a counter-cultural moment of unity and love for each other."

Tunnicliffe concluded, "I don't think we have to wait another 500 years for another Reformation. God is doing some amazing things around the world for which I am thankful."

The "Secret" Meeting of Pope Francis with Pentecostals in Caserta
http://eponymousflower.blogspot.in/2014/07/the-secret-meeting-of-pope-francis-with.html
Rome, July 25, 2014
On 26 and 28 July, Pope Francis has been in Caserta twice already. On Saturday as a public visit for the Catholics of the southern Italian diocese. Then to meet on Monday for a "private visit" with his "friend" Giovanni Traettino, an evangelical pastor (see separate report Pope Francis in Caserta twice - Once for the Evangelicals, Even for Catholics in German). On the question of Catholic-evangelical dialogue, the lawyer, sociologist of religion and former OSCE representative against the discrimination and persecution of Christians, Massimo Introvigne, wrote an essay, which contains some interesting information on the historical development and current issues. The intertitles are from the editorial staff of Katholisches.
The "Secret" Meeting of Pope Francis in Caserta

By Massimo Introvigne

In 1996 I published for the publishing house of the Friars Minor, Messaggero Padova, a book entitled "Aspettando la Pentecost. Il quarto ecumenismo "(waiting for Pentecost. The Fourth Ecumenical Movement), including an interview with Giovanni Traettino. The interview-book found a considerable response in the Catholic charismatic circles and among the Protestants of Italy. In it, I did a public dialogue, of course, in consultation with the interviewee, in which I had participated in the previous years and had taken place away from the media spotlight and the "official" ecumenism between a significant part of the Catholic Charismatic world and some Protestant Pentecostals. In the same year, Pastor Traettino made known ​​the dialogue in the magazine Charisma, the most widely read publication of the Pentecostal and Charismatic world of the United States.

Thus began a long road that led from the Buenos Aires of the then Cardinal Bergoglio and will culminate on July 28th in the first private visit of a pope to a pastor of the Pentecostals. On this day, Pope Francis will go to a "Tutorial" with Traettino in Caserta. There he will pay a visit two days in advance to the public on July 26, which had been agreed, according Vatikanistas, so as not to convey the impression that he would be rude to the Catholics of Caserta. This could give the impression that the Pope is thinking mostly about the Protestants of their city.

Why the Pope visits a pastor of the Pentecostals and risks the chance of displeasing some Catholics, but also some Pentecostals and ultra-conservative Protestants, whose negative attitude towards ecumenism and on the internet are already speaking of a "scandal" and a "disgrace" and an implicit recognition of the role of the Pope by Traettino? In order to answer this question a story must be told in which - as indicated - I also played a small role. But above all, it is important to remember who the Protestant Pentecostals are.

Who Are The Protestant Pentecostals?

Pentecostalism is a new form of Protestantism that arose in the early 20th century, after it had been prepared for in the decades before. It is characterized by a distrust of the existing Protestant denominations and organizations, "sleepy" as applicable and not well suited to inspire and evangelize. And by special attention to the method of charismatic phenomena in particular, the Pentecostals discovered [invented?] - more accurately it would have to speak of a rediscovery, since there was no lack of Protestant and Catholic examples preceding both  - the "gift of tongues" or glossolalia for example, which is not to speak foreign languages, but to make sounds and words by themselves, do not match any known language and become part of the prayer. For the Pentecostals the gift of speaking in tongues is evidence that the believer has received the "spirit baptism" that is not a sacrament, but a compelling and engaging experience of the encounter with Christ in the Spirit.

It is no exaggeration when one finds that the Protestant Pentecostalism have experienced a phenomenal growth. From a few thousand followers in a few places in the United States and Britain in the early 20th century, their followers are now estimated to be at more than 600 million, almost a third of more than two billion Christians worldwide, or nearly three-quarters of the 800 million Protestants.  Arising in protest against the organized communities, the Pentecostals, as always develops in such cases in the history of Christianity, have denominations. Some of them are very large, such as the Assemblies of God, which include 35 million believers worldwide and are represented in Italy with more than a thousand local communities and 150,000 believers. They represent about half of the Protestant Pentecostal movement in Italy, which has a total of 313,000 worshipers.

The Evangelical Church of Reconciliation of Giovanni Traettino

Both in the world as well as in Italy the first Pentecostal wave originated in the large denominations, and also a second wave prefers to organize themselves into small communities that may join together in federations, but each group has reserved a large degree of autonomy. In Italy, a little more than half of the Protestant Pentecostals belong to this second area. This includes the Evangelical Church of Reconciliation, resulting from the merger of Internazionale Movimento Evangelico Rivers di Potenza (Evangelical international movement Rivers di Potenza) and the Centro Italiano di Communion Restaurazione (Italian Centre Community and Restoration) emerged and  had its beginning in the 80s was founded by Giovanni Traettino, a Baptist pastor. Following a political experience in the former Italian Communist Party (PCI), he came into contact with Protestantism and finally in England with the Pentecostal movement in 1977 where he received the "Spirit baptism".

At the beginning of the encounter of the two aforementioned Pentecostal charismatic phenomena are the Dales Bible Weeks in England, where, among others, in 1977, some participants (especially children) claimed to have seen angels flying over the great hall where the meetings took place. In 1978 he took part because Geoffrey Allen, an English missionary Anglican origin, has worked in Italy since 1971. He is to play a central role in the emergence of Evangelical Church of Reconciliation, with which he still works today. The Community of Pastor Traettino in Italy is now 25 small communities and about a thousand worshipers.

1960s: Expansion of the Charismatic Phenomenon among Episcopals and Catholics

In the 60s there was a new phenomenon in the U.S., which then spread to the whole world: Under the influence of Protestant preachers, missionaries and theologians, the "spirit baptism" and the experience of glossolalia began in 1960 under the Episcopalians, expanding then to the U.S. branch of the Anglican Church and in 1967 among Catholics (and later following to the Orthodox). 
These Episcopalians and Catholics did not want to change their religious identity and become Protestant Pentecostals, but rather to integrate some forms of prayer and spirituality in their original identity. For Catholics, the encounter with the Protestant Pentecostal Movement is an opportunity to rediscover some existing elements in their tradition of theology and worship of the Holy Spirit. [Sic] For this reason, they prefer to be called "Charismatic" and not to be called "Pentecostals." They are based within the Catholic Church, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, which in Italy is called nello Spirito Renewal (RnS, Renewal in the Spirit).  The Charismatic Catholics, both the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, as well as other communities who are experimenting with various forms of common life, are now more than 100 million worldwide
Pentecostals a Problem for Ecumenism?

The presence of the Protestant Pentecostals offers an obvious problem for ecumenism. The experts distinguish two phases of the older ecumenism among Protestants (a theological and a second mission cooperation), but excluded the Catholics, and a third phase that seeks to integrate Catholic Church, especially with 1948 which saw the foundation of the World Council of Churches (WCC), to which the Catholics do not belong, but with whom they have maintained close and cordial contacts since the 1950s. For a Catholic ecumenicist, dialogue is with the Protestants means to be a dialogue with the historic communities of the Reformation, the members of the WCC: the Lutherans, the Calvinists, etc., and the Anglicans, while Pentecostals are not Protestants technically.

Since the 70s, the historic Protestant communities are a minority within the Protestant world. Their share is dwindling rapidly since then. Especially in the U.S. and the developing world conservative groups are growing in the region, where the vast majority of Pentecostals are located, are not WCC members and do not wish to belong, which they are not viable progressive and "liberal" positions on theological and moral questions, who reproach them on their positions with respect to right to life and the family. Many WCC member communities now accept abortion, some of them "gay marriage". The WCC represents today not even a quarter of the Protestants. It's falling. The other three quarters are "Evangelicals" and thus conservatives, including many Pentecostals who do not belong to the WCC, but have created their own, alternative groupings.

Catholic Ecumenicists with Ideological Affinity for Progressive WCC

Many Catholic ecumenism professionals who have been trained in a school for which the WCC the Protestant world "was", have long forgotten that "historical" Protestantism has long been playing a minority role and its importance is decreasing. For this reason, they refused to talk with the Pentecostals at all and thus not with the vast majority of Protestants who were not known and found them "strange", not infrequently due to progressive ideological prejudices that is not rare among Catholic ecumenists. For them, in areas of theology and morality, the dialogue with the "progressive" and "liberal" WCC was preferable to a possible dialogue with Evangelical and Pentecostal "sects" that were viewed as reactionary and backward-looking by definition, or even as a kind of extended arm of the Republican Party of the United States. Conversely, many Pentecostals harbored a strong anti-Catholic prejudice, which are the relics of conservative Protestantism from which they emerged. Or they regarded the Catholic Church as part of a progressive galaxy of opponents of dubious moral and theological orthodoxy, as they stood in dialogue with the "liberal" Protestants.

John Paul II Makes First Contact with Pentecostals

Although there was no lack of prophetic gestures, such as the invitation to attend the Pentecostals in the personal name as observers at the Second Vatican Council, there has been a stalemate   for decades. The crust of this alleged global ecumenical dialogue, in which but three-quarters of Protestantism do not participate, began to break up in the 80s thanks to the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, who had with the Pentecostals some forms of prayer in common and who knows how to talk to them. The first structured and significant experiences that were personally initiated and encouraged by Saint Pope John Paul II (1920-2005), was carried out in Italy between Catholic Charismatic Communities and pastors of the Pentecostal movement.

The meeting between Matteo Calisi, a representative of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal from Bari and Pastor Giovanni Traettino plays a central role because it abuts a dialogue that slowly, though not ripening without resistance both in the Catholic world and among the Pentecostals. In the 90's first permanent facilities had to be provided, including, the founding in 1993 of the Consultazione Carismática Italiana (Italian Charismatic Council).

1994 First Action Alliance between Catholics and Evangelicals in the United States

In the same year the an organization, which is called the Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), a group of Christian religious leaders and jurists, both  of evangelicals (many Pentecostals) as well as Catholics, was related more specifically to the defense of religious freedom, the right to life  and the family.

Signed in 1994 in the U.S., a group of leading evangelicals and Catholics, including on one side turn many Pentecostals and on the other side, for example, the then Archbishop of New York, Cardinal John Joseph O'Connor (1920-2000), the biographer of John Paul II, George Weigel and the tradition associated, today Archbishop Curia Father Augustine Di Noia the document " Evangelicals and Catholics Together ".  It's a document which not everyone likes. Even Pastor Traettino has criticized it as being too "political" and "functionally" aligned which gives more the impression of an alliance of the American style with views of political elections. 1 The existence of this document showed, however, that much had changed in the mutual perception.

Displacement of the Contacts to Latin America under Cardinal Bergoglio?

Some observers today believe, under Benedict XVI., the German Pope, the land of the Reformation, the Catholic ecumenism had again focused only on the historic communities of Protestantism, especially the Lutherans, and that for this reason the most important meetings between Catholic Charismatic Communities and Pentecostal pastors who are open to dialogue, emigrated under the aegis of Cardinal Bergoglio to Latin America, which is where he met Traettino and became his friend.

In reality, even under Benedict XVI., continued contacts between charismatic Catholics and Pentecostals. I myself was a speaker at such an ecumenical meeting in Assisi in 2012. It was Benedict XVI., who, when he met the Lutherans in 2011 during his visit to Germany, said that this ecumenism could no longer ignore "new forms of Christianity...one which propagates itself with a tremendous missionary dynamic". Although positive aspects are not only to be seen ("a Christianity with little institutional density, with little rational and even less dogmatic baggage, even with low stability"), it represents as a "global phenomenon" a healthy reaction against the "dilution of faith" under the "secularization pressure" that a certain progressive theology represents.
Fixation of the Ecumenical Dialogue at WCC to End

The dialogue between Catholics and Protestant Pentecostals still reveals many problems. In the Pentecostal area, it is partly easier with the smaller movements than with the big denominations, and may be easier with an independent pastor who comes from a left-wing political experience as Traettino does than with a U.S. religious leader, who carry a lot of the baggage of unilateral political ties, which binds him to  the so-called "right" groups and foundations that are sometimes coupled in reality with powerful economic circles that are primarily hostile to the Catholic Church  and with dubious inclinations on moral issues. However, the gesture of Pope Francis is not to be underestimated. He recalls to many Catholic professional ecumenists that the time is definitely at an end, in which the World Council of Churches and progressive Protestantism like the historic communities of the Reformation, will form a single point of contact for dialogue, while the vast majority of Protestant and Pentecostals are regarded as too conservative and reactionary, given the cold shoulder by the left.
4 of 6 readers’ comments
1. It seems like that guy has been pope for 50 years. Well will this nightmare end?

2. Until he has destroyed the Catholic Church. Then we can rebuild again.
3. As perceptive as Introvigne is, I have trouble being as optimistic as he seems to be.

4. Pope Francis is the false prophet. He is an evil man bent on degrading the Papacy and the Church. He has given hopes to all kinds of dissenters and deviants in the Church, while at the same time persecuting traditional Catholics and traditional religious Orders.
The only hope for the Catholic Church, especially if this Synod on the Family does venture to change Catholic traditional belief regarding marriage etc., is for faithful Catholics to rise up and oppose this false, substitute Pope....Francis I....and say that we will not obey.
As for Pentecostal "Christians" who still hate Catholics as much as they ever did....Francis can wallow in the filth and mud with them as much as he likes. Were I not a Catholic, a member of the True Faith, I would prefer being an honorable and upright Buddhist, Hindu, Jew or Muslim before I would ever be a Pentecostal "Christian".
I have seen their services by accident on TV (Joel Osteen, Jimmy Swaggart, John Hagee, etc.) and I could stand their services for about one second.
Pope Francis gives interview ahead of trip to Sweden*
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/10/28/pope_francis_gives_interview_ahead_of_trip_to_sweden/1268511
October 28, 2016

The interview was conducted by Father Ulf Jonsson S.J., the director of the Swedish cultural journal of the Jesuits, Signum.

[...]

The purpose of the trip to Sweden is to mark the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, and much of the discussion in the interview covered ecumenical affairs.

Speaking about the mutual enrichment possible between Christian communities, the Pope was asked what Catholics could learn from Lutherans.

“Two words come to my mind: ‘reform’ and ‘Scripture’,” - Pope Francis said – “I will try to explain. The first is the word 'reform'.  At the beginning, Luther’s was a gesture of reform in a difficult time for the Church. Luther wanted to remedy a complex situation.  Then this gesture —also  because  of  the  political  situations,  we  think  also  of  the cuius regio eius religio (whose realm, his religion) —became a ‘state’ of separation, and not a process of reform of the whole Church, which is fundamental,  because the Church is semper reformanda (always  reforming).”   

“The second word is ‘Scripture’, the Word of God,” – the Pope continued – “Luther took a great step by putting the Word of God into the hands of the people. Reform and Scripture are two things that we can deepen by looking at the Lutheran tradition. The General Congregations before the Conclave comes to mind and how the request for a reform was alive in our discussions.”
The Holy Father was later asked about how the Ecumenical movement can move forward. He responded by saying “theological dialogue must continue,” and pointing to the Joint Declaration on Justification as an important point, but added “it will not be easy to go forward because of the different ways of understanding some theological questions.”

The full text of the interview can be found on the website of La Civiltà Cattolica here.

Pope Francis talks Sweden*, Catholic-Lutheran dialogue in new interview

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-talks-sweden-catholic-lutheran-dialogue-in-new-interview-71103/
By Elise Harris, Vatican City, (CNA/EWTN News) October 28, 2016

Ahead of his upcoming trip to Sweden for the joint commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Pope Francis granted a lengthy, wide-ranging interview to a Jesuit magazine in which he talks about his expectations, and Catholic-Lutheran unity.
When asked about his hopes for his upcoming trip to Sweden, Pope Francis said “I can think of only one word to say: to come close.”

“My hope and expectation is that of coming closer to my brothers and sisters,” he said, explaining that being close “does all of us good. Distance, on the other hand, makes us bitter.”

When we are distant from one another, “we close within ourselves and we become individual entities, incapable of encountering each other. We are held back by fears.”

He stressed that we need to learn “to transcend ourselves to encounter others,” noting that if this doesn’t happen, even Christians “become sick because of our divisions.”

“My expectation is that of being able to take a step of closeness, of being closer to my brothers and sisters in Sweden.”

The interview was conducted by Fr. Ulf Jonsson S.J., director of the Swedish Jesuit magazine “Signum,” at the Vatican's Saint Martha Guesthouse Sept. 24, in the late afternoon, and lasted about an hour and a half. 

Published Oct. 28, it came out just three days before Pope Francis’ Oct. 31-Nov. 1 visit to Sweden.

It will be the first time a Pope has traveled to Scandinavia since St. John Paul II’s 1989 visit. Though only two days, the trip will include an ecumenical moment of prayer at Lund’s Lutheran cathedral, which will be followed by the larger, primary ecumenical event at the Malmö Arena in Malmö.

The two ecumenical events will be followed by an outdoor papal Mass the next day at the Swedbank Stadium in Malmö marking All Saints Day, which was not originally in the schedule, but was added later upon the request of Sweden’s small Catholic community.

Francis, who has faced criticism for his initial decision to not hold Mass, explained in the interview that he originally decided not to because he wanted to promote unity, and avoid sectarian divisions.

“You cannot be Catholic and sectarian. We must strive to be together with others,” he said, explaining that “‘Catholic’ and ‘sectarian’ are two words in contradiction,” which is why he wasn’t planning to have Mass during the trip.
“I wanted to insist on an ecumenical witness. Then I reflected well on my role as pastor of a flock of Catholics who will also come from other countries, like Norway and Denmark. So, responding to the fervent request of the Catholic community, I decided to celebrate a Mass, lengthening the trip by a day.”

The Pope said he intentionally scheduled the Mass so it didn’t take place on the same day as the ecumenical encounter in order to “avoid confusing plans.”

“The ecumenical encounter is preserved in its profound significance according to a spirit of unity, that is my desire.”

Pope Francis also spoke at length about his relationship with Lutherans while still in Buenos Aires, which were overwhelmingly positive. When asked what Catholics can learn from Lutherans, he responded with two words: “reform and Scripture.”

Referring to the first word, Francis noted how at the beginning of the Reformation Martin Luther’s intention was to reform in a “in a difficult time for the Church.”

“Luther wanted to remedy a complex situation,” he said, explaining that the gesture “also because of the political situations... became a ‘state’ of separation, and not a process of reform of the whole Church, which is fundamental, because the Church is semper reformanda (always reforming).”

When it comes to Scripture, the Pope said Luther did an important thing by putting the Word of God into peoples’ hands, adding that “reform and Scripture are two things that we can deepen by looking at the Lutheran tradition.”

Although the fervor for unity that arose during John Paul II’s visit to Sweden in 1989 has somewhat died down, Pope Francis said that in his opinion, the best way to promote unity now is, in addition to continuing theological discussions, a shared enthusiasm for “common prayer and the works of mercy.”

“It is important to work together and not in a sectarian way,” he said, stressing that “to proselytize in the ecclesial field is a sin.” 

“Proselytism is a sinful attitude,” he continued. “It would be like transforming the Church into an organization. Speaking, praying, working together: this is the path that we must take.”

He also spoke of the ecumenism of blood and the recent prayer encounter in Assisi, insisting that you can never use God to justify violence.

“You cannot make war in the name of religion, in the name of God. It is blasphemy, it is satanic,” and referring to the truck attack that took place earlier this year in Nice, France, said the “madman” who committed the massacre did so believe he was justified by God.
“Poor man, he was deranged,” Francis said, explaining that “charitably we can say that he was a deranged man who sought to use a justification in the name of God.”

He was also asked about critics who point to religious conflicts and say the world would be better off without religions.

In response, Francis sand that “idolatries that are at the base of a religion, not the religion itself!”

“There are idolatries connected to religion: the idolatry of money, of enmities, of space greater than time, the greed of the territoriality of space. There is an idolatry of the conquest of space, of dominion, that attacks religions like a malignant virus.”

Idolatry, he said, is “a false religion" and "wrong religiosity.”

On the other hand, true religions “are the development of the capacity that humanity has to transcend itself towards the absolute," he said, adding that the religious phenomenon is transcendent and it has to do with truth, beauty, goodness and unity.”

When asked for a final word on his upcoming trip, Pope Francis said that what came to him spontaneously to say “is simply: go, walk together! Don’t remain closed in rigid perspectives, because in these there is no possibility of reform.”

Catholics should learn from Luther, Pope says in new interview

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=29780 
October 28, 2016

Pope Francis said that Catholics can learn a great deal from Lutherans, in an interview published as he prepared for a trip to Sweden* to join in commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

The Holy Father’s latest interview appeared in the Italian Jesuit journal Civiltà Cattolica. The Pope was interviewed by Father Ulf Jonsson, the editor of a Swedish Jesuit magazine, Signum.

Speaking about what Catholics should learn from Martin Luther, the Pope said: “Two words come to my mind: reform and Scripture.” He explained that Luther set out to reform “a complex situation” in the Church, but because of political considerations his effort caused “a state of separation, and not a process of reform of the whole Church.” Regarding Scripture, he said, “Luther took a great step in putting the Word of God into the hands of the people.”

Speaking more generally about ecumenical relations, the Pontiff said, “Personally, I believe that enthusiasm must shift toward common prayer and the works of mercy” rather than concentrating on theological discussions. “To do something together is a high and effective form of dialogue,” he said.

Responding to questions about the objections that were raised to a papal Mass in Sweden, the Pontiff said that he deliberately avoided scheduling a Mass on the same day as the ecumenical prayer service that he will lead, to “avoid confusing plans.” He added: “The ecumenical encounter is preserved in its profound significance according to a spirit of unity; that is my desire.”

The Pope brushed away complaints by some Catholics that his visit to Sweden, and his celebration of the Reformation, will suggest a surrender of Catholic claims. “You cannot be Catholic and sectarian,” he said. “We must strive to be together with others.” He denounced the idea that Catholics should seek to convince Lutherans about the truths of the Catholic faith. “Proselytism is a sinful attitude,” he insisted.

Addressing ecumenical and inter-religious questions in a broader context, Pope Francis said that the prayer service in Assisi offered an opportunity for religious leaders of all faiths to take a common stand against the political manipulation of religious beliefs. “We together said strong words for peace: what all religions truly want,” he said. He went on to say that the exploitation of religion for ideological purposes is a form of idolatry, and continued:

“There are idolatries connected to religion: the idolatry of money, of enmities, of space greater than time, the greed of the territoriality of space. There is an idolatry of the conquest of space, of dominion, that attacks religions like a malignant virus.”

Bishop Schneider: “We Have Already Had an Infallible Response to the Errors of Martin Luther”
http://www.onepeterfive.com/bishop-schneider-already-infallible-response-errors-martin-luther/ 
By Steve Skojec, October 31, 2016
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Those particular comments begin at 1:43 in the video, but the entire Q&A is worth your time:

Bishop Schneider: Q&A, Washington D.C., Oct. 20, 2016
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Claire Chretien of LifeSiteNews has posted a new video today of the Q&A with Bishop Athanasius Schneider at the Cosmos Club in Washington DC after his October 20, 2016 talk. In it, he was asked about Pope Francis’ statement that Martin Luther “did not err” on justification.
He responded, in part:

We have already had an infallible response to the errors of Martin Luther: the Council of Trent. The teaching of the Council of Trent about the errors of Luther, I repeat, are infallible, ex cathedra. And the comments of the pope in the plane are not ex cathedra.

Those particular comments begin at 1:43 in the video, but the entire Q&A is worth your time:

https://youtu.be/39Jtwv2jhdM 23:26
3 of 26 readers’ comments

1. Oh, how I wish this man Bishop Schneider were our Pope. Sigh.

2. If this whole horror story of Francis was in the Bible, I could see Jesus asking Bishop Schneider: "Where are the other xxxx or so of your brother bishops? Did not all receive the fullness of Holy Orders at their consecration?" Oh, the wailing and gnashing of teeth in eternity for so many bishops, cardinals, and popes. 

3. From David L Gray's website:
Martin Luther on Social Justice

“Peasants are no better than straw. They will not hear the word and they are without sense; therefore they must be compelled to hear the crack of the whip and the whiz of bullets and it is only what they deserve.” (Erlangen Vol 24, Pg. 294).

“To kill a peasant is not murder; it is helping to extinguish the conflagration. Let there be no half measures! Crush them! Cut their throats! Transfix them. Leave no stone unturned! To kill a peasant is to destroy a mad dog!” “If they say that I am very hard and merciless, mercy be damned. Let whoever can stab, strangle, and kill them like mad dogs” (Erlangen Vol 24, pg. 294).

“Like the drivers of donkeys, who have to belabor the donkeys incessantly with rods and whips, or they will not obey, so must the ruler do with the people; they must drive, beat throttle, hang, burn, behead and torture, so as to make themselves feared and to keep the people in check.” (Erlangen Vol 15, Pg. 276).

Martin Luther was the kind of man only a moron would support.

Further quotations from Martin Luther:
“Christ committed adultery first of all with the woman at the well about whom St. John tells us. Was not everybody about Him saying: ‘Whatever has He been doing with her?’ Secondly, with Mary Magdalen, and thirdly with the women taken in adultery whom He dismissed so lightly. Thus even, Christ who was so righteous, must have been guilty of fornication before He died.” (Trischreden, Weimer Edition, Vol. 2, Pg. 107. – What a great blasphemy from a man who is regarded as “great reformer”!)

“If we allow them – the Commandments – any influence in our conscience, they become the cloak of all evil, heresies and blasphemies” (ref. Comm. ad Galat, p.310).

“It is more important to guard against good works than against sin.” (Trischreden, Wittenberg Edition, Vol. VI., p. 160).

“If I had to baptize a Jew, I would take him to the bridge of the Elbe, hang a stone round his neck and push him over with the words I baptize thee in the name of Abraham” (Grisar, “Luther”, Vol. V. pg. 413).

“Suppose I should counsel the wife of an impotent man, with his consent, to giver herself to another, say her husband’s brother, but to keep this marriage secret and to ascribe the children to the so-called putative father. The question is: Is such a women in a saved state? I answer, certainly.” (On Marriage).

There is a lot more vomit to share from the drunken fool Luther. This is the man your "Pope" sets up a statue of in Rome.
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