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AUGUST 1, 2016
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
33-POPE FRANCIS DECLINES DONATION BECAUSE OF “666” FIGURE IN THE AMOUNT
Por orden del Papa, Scholas rechaza donativo millonario 

http://www.lastampa.it/2016/06/11/vaticaninsider/es/vaticano/por-orden-del-papa-scholas-rechaza-donativo-millonario-1w4P1wUnFmQma16qSbDMDJ/pagina.html EXTRACT
	La fundación pía autónoma de derecho pontificio suspendió la donación de 16 millones 666 mil pesos que iba a recibir del gobierno argentino. Las razones del malestar de Francisco

By Andrés Beltramo Álvares, Vatican City, June 11, 2016
[…]
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Pope Francis rejects donation from Argentinian President with 666 in sum
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/14/pope-francis-mauricio-macri-argentina-charity-donation-666
June 14, 2016
Centre-right leader Mauricio Macri gave 16,666,000 pesos to educational foundation backed by pope, reports say.

The frosty relationship between two of the world’s most prominent Argentinians appears to have taken a turn for the worse after it emerged that Pope Francis rejected a charitable donation from the government of President Mauricio Macri – at least partly – because the sum included the figure 666.
Earlier this month, the centre-right president made a donation that totaled 16,666,000 pesos (slightly under $1.2m) from the Argentinian government to the Scholas Occurrentes educational foundation, which is backed by the pope and is based on a similar organization founded by Francis when he was cardinal of Buenos Aires.

Two weeks ago, the pope presided over an event in Rome at which medals were awarded to Hollywood celebrities George Clooney, Salma Hayek and Richard Gere, who have agreed to be ambassadors for the charity. Shortly afterwards, Macri made the donation.

But according to the Vatican Insider (above article extract in Italian) – a publication specializing in papal affairs published by the Italian newspaper La Stampa – Francis wrote to the Argentinian branch of the foundation, asking them to return the money. In a postscript, he wrote: “I don’t like the 666.”
Francis, who has long supported progressive causes in Argentina, and the centre-right president Macri have often found themselves on opposite sides of political debate. 

But the pope is reported to have been particularly irritated when the Argentinian media presented the president’s donation as a sign that relations between the two leaders were improving.

The Argentinian chapter of Scholas returned the donation saying that “there are those who are trying to misrepresent this institutional gesture ... with the purpose of generating confusion and division among Argentines”.

Government officials denied that the return of the donation had caused any ill will. “There is no animosity towards the president,” said foreign minister Susana Malcorra after a meeting with Pope Francis in Rome on Monday. “It was a very rich, very natural conversation, with no calling of accounts or enormous philosophical differences.”

Critics of the Macri administration said that the pope’s rejection of the donation reflected his distaste for the president’s introduction of swingeing austerity measures, such as a 500% hike in home power rates and a 100% increase in transport fares, which have cut deep into the pockets of the working class. 

“The 16 million didn’t sound good,” said Juan Grabois, an Argentinian social activist and Vatican advisor with close links to the pope. “Whoever thinks that by giving money, especially public funds to a foundation directly or indirectly linked to Francis, is making a gesture to the pope, is stupid,” Grabois told Argentinian media.

Pope Francis Returns “666” Donation
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=51089
By Susan Brinkmann, June 15, 2016
Pope Francis has reportedly returned a large charitable donation made by Argentinian president Mauricio Macri, at least partly because the sum included the numerals “666”.

The Guardian (above) is reporting on the incident which occurred earlier this month when President Macri, who enjoys a cool relationship with the pontiff, made a donation totaling $16,666,000 pesos (approximately $1.2 million).

The funds were designated for the Scholas Occurrentes educational foundation, an International Organization of Pontifical Right which seeks to connect technology with arts and sports in order to promote social integration and to make possible a peaceful culture of encounter. Over 430,000 schools in 190 countries are involved in the program which has drawn the support of worldwide leaders and even Hollywood stars such as George Clooney, Salma Hayek and Richard Gere.

President Macri made the donation two weeks ago, just after the Pope awarded medals to Clooney, Hayek and Gere for agreeing to serve as ambassadors for the charity.

But according to the Vatican Insider, which is published by the Italian newspaper La Stampa, Francis wrote to the Argentinian branch of the foundation and asked them to return the money. In a postscript, he wrote: “I don’t like the 666.”

The Pope and Macri have always been on opposite sides of the political debate which is why the Holy Father was irritated by how the Argentinian press misrepresented the donation as a sign that relations between the two were improving.

For this reason, the Argentinian chapter of Scholas returned the donation with a letter saying that “there are those who are trying to misrepresent this institutional gesture … with the purpose of generating confusion and division among Argentines.”

“The 16 million didn’t sound good,” said Juan Grabois, an Argentinian social activist and Vatican advisor with close links to the pope. “Whoever thinks that by giving money, especially public funds to a foundation directly or indirectly linked to Francis, is making a gesture to the pope, is stupid,” Grabois told Argentinian media.

WomenofGrace, excellent on exposing New Age dangers, would never have published this story on their blog unless they were certain that it shows Pope Francis in a positive light. Over the past three-plus years I have watched them, week after week, repeat the same, never mind that dozens of theologians and scores of conservative lay persons and priests have strongly condemned the diabolical sex-ed programme released by him at the Krakow World Youth Day 2016, his Amoris Laetitia and his motu proprios and many, many other controversial statements and actions, some bordering on the heretical. On them, WomenofGrace is silent.
Holy Father: "I don't like the 666"
http://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pope-francis-denies-donation-from-argentina
By Richard Ducayne, Vatican City, June 14, 2016
A donation from the government of Argentina was rejected by Pope Francis earlier this week owing to the sum having the numeral "666" in it.

The total donation, 16,666,000 pesos, was to be given to the education project Scholas Occurrentes, which was backed by the Pope and based on a similar initiative he founded when he was cardinal of Buenos Aires.

Two weeks ago, Pope Francis presided over an event in Rome to sponsor his initiative, which included the likes of celebrities George Clooney, Salma Hayek and Richard Gere. The president of Argentina, Mauricio Macri, made the donation to the Vatican following the event.

According to the Vatican Insider (article below), the Pontiff wrote to the Argentinian branch of his initiative and asked them to return the donation to the government, writing, "I don't like the 666."  
In a letter sent to Marcos Peña, cabinet chief of the Argentine administration, directors José María del Corral and Enrique Palmeyro of the Scholas Occurrentes education network confirmed the Vatican's decision "to suspend the non-refundable contribution fee amounting to 16,666,000 pesos" that was donated to the initiative, "taking into account that some may try to distort this gesture."

It was reported that Pope Francis was irritated that the Argentinian media portrayed the president's donation to the Vatican as a sign that relations between Pope Francis and the government were improving.
Citizens of Argentina who are not supporters of the Macri administration say the Pope's rejection of the large donation reflects how he feels about the administration's 500-percent raise in home power rates and 100-percent increase in public transport fares. But there has been recent tension between the Catholic Church and Argentina's administration.

A month ago, Macri met with several Catholic leaders in Argentina to discuss the high-priority poverty issues in the country. Both the president and the Catholic leaders left the meeting and gave no comment to the press.

A few hours later, the Vatican issued a document that called on Argentina's political leaders to "reduce the worrying poverty levels" seen in the country.

On May 25, at the Te Deum religious ceremony held to celebrate the May Revolution in Argentina, the archbishop that succeeded the Holy Father as head of Buenos Aires, Mario Poli, went after the government for failing to take poverty in Argentina seriously.

"Attention should be prioritized toward children and the elderly, the most vulnerable, to look after them is to guarantee the future of an independent and free country," Poli said, addressing President Macri and several other politicians who were attending Mass inside the Metropolitan Cathedral in Plaza de Mayo.

6 of readers’ 14 comments

1. Considering that more than one Scripture scholar debates that the number of "Satan" (or the Antichrist, or whomever) even is 666, this strikes me as more a publicity stunt than anything else. Some scholars have listed the number as 646. And many, many, MANY scholars don't believe the number even applies to the Antichrist or the end times at all. But the "666" folklore simply won't die. That doesn't explain why Pope Francis didn't use it as a teaching moment, however. And no, not for teaching "social justice," either. (Sigh)
2. It’s pretty clear, as addressed by Jimmy Akin (see page 5) at Catholic Answers, that the number 666 is a direct reference to the leader Nero. It was a code, written so as to go undetected through Rome as it made its way to the faithful. The faithful of the time would have known that 666 was the mark of the beast, known as Nero, who was considered an evil ruler who persecuted Christians.
Further, as Catholics, we are not to believe in such superstition. To give a simple number such power is to reduce the power of God, and to turn away a large donation on the basis of a silly number. Well, I find it to be unfounded. But perhaps the Holy Father has other intentions besides the ones reported on.

3. It seems very odd to be worrying about the digits 666 in the donation, when you've got Clooney, Hayek, and Gere headlining the show. Three of the most well-known, idolized, pro-death celebrities who continue to work for and support the Planned Parenthood killing machine. As rotten a bundle of fruit as there ever could be.
4. They are misguided only because somebody should take them aside and guide them instead of giving them Church honours and medals while they continue to vociferously promote abortion and support the destruction of true family life. 
5. Pope Francis must have asked ''is this somebody's idea of a sick joke?''
He should have said that to the President of Bolivia when he handed over that hammer and sickle with the figure of Christ Crucified on it!

6. That moment in Bolivia was the first image that came to my mind too.
Francis, the real story behind the rejected Argentinian cheque 
http://www.lastampa.it/2016/06/16/vaticaninsider/eng/world-news/francis-the-real-story-behind-the-rejected-argentinian-cheque-5Z2iUEGFwpGCq6G9HRZKZN/pagina.html
By Andrea Tornielli, Vatican City, June 16, 2016

The Pope refused a one million euro donation from the Argentinian government to Scholas Occurrentes. In a letter explaining the reasons for refusing the cheque, the Pope invited the foundation not to “slip” into corruption. 
The curious case of the figure 666, the number of the Beast

A donation of over one million euros from the Argentinian government returned to sender, a foundation of pontifical right and the cherry on the cake: a 666 in the donation sum, the number of the Beast. At first glance this would seem to have all the makings of an international diplomatic intrigue, but there is a far simpler explanation: Pope Francis does not want to be a pawn. The Spanish section of Vatican Insider has published an in-depth analysis of the incident.  
  

The decree  

Here are the facts: The government of Argentina’s new president Mauricio Macri issued decree 711/16 on May 30th, paying out 16, 666,000 pesos to Scholas Occurrentes, an International Foundation of Pontifical Right, endorsed by Pope Francis a year ago, to promote social integration and a culture of encounter through a network that comprises more than 430,000 schools across five continents. Following Scholas’ 6th World Congress held in the Vatican the afternoon of Sunday 29 May in the presence of Holywood stars like Richard Gere, Salma Hayek and George Clooney, the Argentinian government decided to donate the generous sum of just over a million euros to the foundation. The previous day, the decree was supposed to be read in the presence of the Pope but a slightly embarrassed representative of the Argentinian government said he did not have it with him. 

 

Returned to sender  

That money was never to leave the State’s coffers. In a letter dated 9 June, the global heads of Scholas Ocurrentes, José María del Corral and Enrique Palmeyro, announced that they were refusing the donation on the basis that “someone is seeking to undermine this institutional gesture to spread confusion and division among the Argentinians”. What happened in the 10 days that passed between the announcement regarding the donation and the refusal? The Pope wrote to the two heads asking them to turn the offering down. “The Argentinian government must respond to the needs of the people, you have no right to ask one cent from them,” Francis wrote, adding: “God always provides through Divine Providence”. In a post scriptum, the Pope apparently expressed his displeasure at the figure “666”, which is the mark of the devil. It should be said that responsibility for the choice of the sum did not lie with the Argentinian government but was requested specifically by Scholas Ocurrentes and corresponded to the sum required to renovate the foundation’s headquartered in Argentina and for the hiring of 36 members of staff. 

 

Bergoglio’s precedents  

First and foremost, it should be recalled that when he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Bergoglio had a habit of not accepting money from the State. He urged the State and all institutions to help the excluded and the poor directly, not by giving money to the Church. A year and a half ago, the Pope sent a letter to the President of the Argentinian Episcopal Conference inviting bishops and their fellow countrymen not to ask the government (headed by Cristina de Kirchner at the time) for money for the Eucharistic congress. This is why Francis, who did not know about the donation which the new government sent to Scholas Ocurrentes, wrote a letter to the foundation’s heads. 

 

The message to Scholas  

Vatican Insider has learnt that in his letter, the Pope wrote that “as a father and brother” he feared “you may start to take the slippery road towards corruption”. “Forgive me if this offends you,” Francis added, “but this is a gentle slipping that happens without you even realising it,” it is “contagious” and “self-justifying” and eventually you end up “worse than at the start”. This is a “slippery and comfortable path which can be justified but is lethal”. “I prefer a joyful improvised football game played by young people with a shared ball, in neighbourhood yard, than a big championship played in a famous stadium but steeped in corruption”. To eliminate the risk of corruption, Francis said in his letter, that what is needed is “austerity, poverty, noble work. Be apostles of a message, not businessmen working for international organisations”. 

 

Francis’ reasons  

The reasons for the Pope’s refusal were certainly not to do with numerology and Satanic symbols. 
The decision to turn down the donation was taken for altogether different reasons. First and foremost, some newspapers presented the donation as a gesture of reconciliation shown by the Argentinian government towards the Pope. The government did not deny this interpretation. But this attracted harsh criticism against Bergoglio. It is important to bear in mind that Argentinian political circles often play tug of war with the tunic of their fellow countryman-turned Pope, in an attempt to drag him into disputes and to fulfil their own interests. This is one of the reasons why Francis decided to reject the donation, a move which is totally in character. But the shocking decision is also – mainly in fact – a message to the foundation’s heads, its management and the use of resources that come into its hands. The Pope has clearly invited them not to “slip into corruption”. The Argentinian government, having responded to a specific request from the foundation, rolled with the punches, taking stock of the returned funds and reiterating its commitment to supporting Scholas in promoting the values of peace, inclusion and understanding among young people. The foundation’s two heads, Palmeyro and del Corral told the government they will cover estimated costs with loans and private donations. 

Within a few days of the refusal of the donation, these were the sort of headlines one read in the media:
Pope rules that 666 is a donation from the Antichrist
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/pope-rules-that-666-is-a-donation-from-the-antichrist-5f0rw7q2v
By Philip Willan, Rome. June 18, 2016

Pope Francis has turned down a donation from the Argentine government because he did not want to divert money from the country’s poor — and because the sum included the figure 666, a biblical symbol of the Antichrist. […]
But is “666” a “Satanic symbol”, “the mark of the devil”, “the number of the Beast”, “the Antichrist”?
Catholic interpretation of "the Beast 666" of the Book of Revelation 13:18:
The Apocalypse of St. John 13: 18: Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding, let him count the number of the beast. For it is the number of a man: and the number of him is six hundred sixty-six. –The Douay-Rheims Bible

The Douay-Rheims Bible on 666:

Six hundred sixty-six: The numeral letters of his name shall make up this number.
Revelation 13: 18: Wisdom is needed here; one who understands can calculate the number of the beast, for it is a number that stands for a person. His number is six hundred and sixty-six. –The New American Bible

The New American Bible on 666:
Each of the letters in Hebrew as well as in Greek has a numerical value. Many possible combinations of letters will add up to 666, and many candidates have been nominated for this infamous number. The most likely is the emperor Caesar Nero (see the note on 13:3), the Greek form of whose name in Hebrew letters gives the required sum. (The Latin form of this name equals 616, which is the reading of a few manuscripts. Nero personifies the emperors who viciously persecuted the church. It has also been observed that '6' represents imperfection, falling short of the perfect number '7' and is represented here in a triple or superlative form.

Catholic Encyclopedia (1913)/Use of Numbers in the Church

http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Catholic_Encyclopedia_%281913%29/Use_of_Numbers_in_the_Church EXTRACT
By Herbert Thurston
No attentive reader of the Old Testament can fail to notice that a certain sacredness seems to attach to particular numbers, for example, seven, forty, twelve, etc. It is not merely the frequent recurrence of these numbers, but their ritual or ceremonial use which is so significant. 

Take, for example, the swearing of Abraham (Gen., xxi, 28 sqq.) after setting apart (for sacrifice) seven ewe lambs, especially when we remember the etymological connexion of the word nishba, to take an oath, with sheba seven. Traces of the same mystical employment of numbers lie much upon the surface of the New Testament also, particularly in the Apocalypse. 

Even so early a writer as St. Irenaeus (Haer., V, xxx) does not hesitate to explain the number of the beast 666 (Apoc., xiii, 18) by the word "Lateinos" since the numerical value of its constituent [Greek] letters yields the same total (30+1+330+5+10+50+70+200=666); while sober critics of our own day are inclined to solve the mystery upon the same principles by simply substituting for Latinus the words Nero Caesar written in Hebrew characters which give the same result. 

Of the ultimate origin of the mystical significance attached to numbers something will be said under "Symbolism." Suffice it to note here that although the Fathers repeatedly condemned the magical use of numbers which had descended from Babylonian sources to the Pythagoreans and Gnostics of their times, and although they denounced any system of their philosophy which rested upon an exclusively numerical basis, still they almost unanimously regarded the numbers of Holy Writ as full of mystical meaning, and they considered the interpretation of these mystical meanings as an important branch of exegesis. 

To illustrate the caution with which they proceeded it will be sufficient to refer to one or two notable examples. St. Irenaeus (Haer., I, viii, 5 and 12, and II, xxxiv, 4) discusses at length the Gnostic numerical interpretation of the holy name Jesus as the equivalent of 888, and he claims that by writing the name in Hebrew characters an entirely different interpretation is necessitated.
666: The Number of the Beast

http://jimmyakin.com/wp-content/uploads/666.pdf 

By Jimmy Akin, Catholic apologist
We are all familiar with the famous “Beast” of Revelation and its infamous number, 666. 

In Revelation, we read:

This calls for wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon the number of the beast, for It is a human number, its number is six hundred and sixty-­‐six [Revelation 13:18].

Throughout the years, there have been numerous proposals about how this number should be interpreted.

Today, however, there is one proposal that deserves to be taken very seriously.
Clues to the Beast and His Number

Just from the verse quoted above, we can get a couple of clues about the Beast and his number:

(It’s something that can be figured out with some effort and knowledge (wisdom), for John invites the reader to calculate it.

(It’s the number of a man. (The translation above says that it’s a “human number,” but this is not a very good translation. What the Greek says is that it’s the number “of man” or “of a man.”)

Today men have all kinds of numbers associated with them—telephone numbers, Social Security Numbers, etc.—but in the ancient world, John’s readers would have thought of the number associated with a man’s name.

This is because, at the time, they did not have a separate alphabet and number system.

Instead, the letters of the alphabet doubled as numbers. This was true in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and even Latin.

Scholars today are very familiar with how these letter/number systems worked.

For example, here is the one for the alphabet that was used in Hebrew and Aramaic:
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Basically, the first nine letters of the alphabet are numbered 1-­‐9, the next as 10-­‐90, and so on.

The same basic system was used for the Greek alphabet:
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If you’ve learned the Greek alphabet before, three of these letters—Digamma, Qop, and Sampi—may be unfamiliar.

They were used at one time in Greek, but eventually they fell out of use.

They did, however, leave their mark on the numbering system, which again uses multiples of one, ten, and a hundred as we move through the letters.

More Clues to the Beast

If all we had was a knowledge of these ancient letter/number systems, it would be almost impossible to calculate who “666” might refer to.

There would be too many candidates!

But Revelation gives us several more clues about the Beast:

(He’s someone who was alive in John’s day or who would live soon.

(This is because Revelation 1:1 and 22:6 both say that the vision John sees describes “what must soon take place,” suggesting that at least most of the events in the vision apply to John’s day.)

(The Beast has seven heads, which are identified in Revelation17:9 as seven hills.

This immediately suggest the ancient city of Rome, which was built on seven hills.

(The Beast’s heads are also identified in Revelation 17:10 as seven kings, “five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he comes he must remain only a little while.”

This immediately suggests the line of first century Roman emperors (it also suggests that John was writing during the reign of the sixth Roman emperor, Galba, who reigned in late A.D. 68 and early 69).
(The Beast is associated with a figure known as the Whore of Babylon, who John sees “drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (Rev. 17:6).
This suggests that the Beast, together with the Whore, was complicit in the persecution and martyrdom of

Christians, which the Roman Empire certainly was.

(We are also told that people worshipped the Beast, which had great military might (“They worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?’” Rev. 13:4).

The Roman Empire was the dominant military power in the first century world, and people did worship the emperor by the Roman imperial cult.

All of this lets us narrow down the field of who the Beast might be.

It seems to be identified in various ways with the Roman Empire, the city of Rome, and the line of first century Roman emperors. But what about the number 666?

Did any of the Roman emperors have names that added up to that?

Yes!

The Beast Revealed

As a Palestinian Jew, John would been familiar with the numbering system used in Hebrew and Aramaic.

As someone who wrote in Greek, he would have been familiar with the Greek numbering system also, so either could be involved in calculating the number of the Beast.

It turns out that, if you use the Hebrew/Aramaic numbering system, the Emperor Nero’s name adds up to 666.

According to one ancient Aramaic document, “Nero Caesar” was spelled like this:
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This is based on the Greek way of pronouncing Nero’s name.

Aramaic speakers usually didn’t know Latin, but they often knew Greek, and Greek wants to add an –n to the end of Nero’s name so that it doesn’t end in a bare –o.

The result would have been pronounced something like Neron Qaisar, but they didn’t spell it that way, because Aramaic didn’t have a developed system of vowels yet.

(It did have the beginning of one, though, because the vav sometimes doubled as the sound of the letter “o,” as it does here.)

If you add up the numerical values in the name, you get 666!

There are other ways you could spell “Nero Caesar” in Hebrew or Aramaic. For example, you could leave off the second nun in Neron and just have Nero.

If you did that, the name would add up to 616, and—guess what!—some Greek manuscripts said 616 instead of 666.

Given that Nero was a first Century Roman emperor, that he was worshipped, that he persecuted Christians, and that his name adds up to 666 (or 616), it seems that the Beast of Revelation is linked in a special way with Nero.

The Number of Our Lord

The book of Revelation does not assign a number to the name of Our Lord, but once you learn about the way the ancient numbering systems worked, it’s natural to wonder what you would have gotten if you added up “Jesus.”

It turns out that, if you do that in Greek, you get a very startling result:
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Totaling the numbers for each letter of the Greek word for “Jesus,” you get 888!

It’s hard not to imagine early readers of John’s Gospel sitting down, trying to figure out what 666 meant, and then idly wondering, “Just for contrast, I wonder what Our Lord’s name adds up to?”

What a surprise some of them must have had as soon as they reflected on it!
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#666 appears on casino machines a lot 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1504
October 14, 2011 
My wife and I don't go to the casinos a lot anymore, mainly because we can't afford it, it just got too expensive. My question is "Is it normal for the number 666 to show up in display of the casino machines. It seems that this number always shows up when I would be playing the penny machines or whatever. Very curious. -Rey
Most likely the number 666 is not appearing statistically any more often than other number combinations. When any of us focus upon a number or on some other item we will begin to see that number everywhere we go. This is the natural way the brain works.
The number 666 mentioned in the Bible actually refers to the Emperor Nero. We must be very careful about magical thinking and superstition. There is nothing magical or significant in the number 666. In the first century letters were translated into numbers as a way to secretly talk about the Emperor Nero. It was a code.

There is nothing to fear when we see the number 666 on the door of the hotel room, on a license plate, or as a house number, or as a number that comes up on the slots.
Should that number appear again in the context of Biblical eschatology, then the number will have significance in that context and only in that context concerning the last days and the Antichrist. -Bro. Ignatius Mary, OMSM
Anything strange about Coke?  

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1725
November 6, 2012

This might seem like the strangest question ever that I am wanting to know about. I read about someone who pulled the label off of a 2 liter bottle of Coke, turned it inside out up to the light and saw the image of the devil. Apparently the label also has three sixes that can be subliminally seen (all those curves) and many of the factories have the triple six somewhere in their address or phone number. 
A few months ago I decided to stop drinking Coke not because of what I had read, but because the price was becoming ridiculous. Since then my hair and eyes have lightened, my skin is glowing, I am taller and I laugh and smile more. My life is better in general. Could there be something to it that Coke is demonic in some way? Sorry if it seems absurd, but I thought you might know. -Cherry
There is nothing to fear. What you are describing is an optical illusion and nothing more. There is no image of the devil in a bottle cap.
There is also nothing unusual about the numbers 666. It means nothing. There is absolutely nothing of any meaning in license plates, street addresses, Driver License numbers, account numbers, or anything else that may include the numbers 666. These numbers will come together in a known and mathematically measurable statistical regularity. 

It is superstitious to assign meaning to these instances of 666, or to place any meaning to optical illusions. Superstition is condemned by the Church.

The number 666 in the Bible refers most probably to the Emperor Nero, and perhaps to some eschatological personage or political regime.﻿

The significance of 666 is limited to those two points in Scripture. -Bro. Ignatius Mary, OMSM
Just for the record, there are at least two Pontifical Councils at the Vatican that have the “666” in their seven digit telephone numbers and there is a #666 in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

It would have been very edifying if Pope Francis had declined the donation simply by appealing to the related socio-political issues instead of causing confusion (AS USUAL) by highlighting the incidence of “666” in the amount which in all probability was accidental or coincidental.
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