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 Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
41-LIBERATION THEOLOGIAN BANNED EX-PRIEST LEONARDO BOFF SAYS “FRANCIS IS ONE OF US”
Leonardo Boff im Interview - “Papst Franziskus ist einer von uns“  
http://www.ksta.de/kultur/leonardo-boff-im-interview--papst-franziskus-ist-einer-von-uns--25372660
(Google's translation:) 

Leonardo Boff in the interview "Pope Francis is one of us"
By Joachim Frank, Berlin, December 25, 2016
The Brazilian Leonardo Boff, born in 1938, is the son of Italian immigrants. In 1959 he joined the Franciscan Order and studied in Germany for five years.

In the 1980s, Boff became the main representative of liberation theology, and because of his criticism of the church, he was in conflict with the Vatican and Joseph Ratzinger, his highest faithful. After having been subjected to a publication ban twice, Boff left the Order in 1992 and laid down his priesthood.

Mr. Boff, do you like Christmas songs?
What do you think? (Sings): "Silent night, holy night ..." This is sung in every family that celebrates Christmas. With us in Brazil, this is just as much a tradition as in Germany.

Do not you see this kind of Christmas kitted up and commercialized?
This is different from country to country. Of course, Christmas has become a big business. But in all this, joy is still alive, being together with the family, and in many cases also the moment of faith. And as I have experienced Christmas in Germany, it is a celebration of the heart, very coherent, wonderful.

How does a faith, which speaks for Christmas of a "God of peace", fit the dissatisfaction we experience everywhere?
Most of the faith is promise. Ernst Bloch says: "Real genesis is not at the beginning, but at the end, and it begins only when society and existence become radical." The joy of Christmas lies in this promise: The earth and the people are not condemned, that it always goes on as we experience it - with all the wars, violence, and fundamentalism. We are promised in faith that in the end everything will be good; that despite all the mistakes, missteps and setbacks, we are coming to a good end. The real meaning of Christmas is not that "God has become man," but that he has come to tell us, "You men belong to me, and when you die, you will come home."

Christmas means: God is coming to pick us up?
Yes. Incarnation means something of us is already divine, immortal. The divine lies within us. In Jesus it has been shown most clearly. But it is in all people. In an evolutive view, Jesus does not come to the world from outside, but grows out of it. Jesus is the manifestation of the divine in evolution - but not the only one. The Divine also appears in the Buddha, in Mahatma Gandhi, and other great beliefs.

This does not sound very Catholic.
Do not say that. The entire Franciscan theology of the Middle Ages conceived of Christ as part of creation, not only as the Savior of guilt and sin that comes into the world from above. Incarnation is also salvation, yes. But first and foremost it is a glorification, a deification of creation. And something else is important at Christmas. God appears in the form of a child. Not as an old man with white hair and long white beard...

Just like you...
So, if at all, I rather resemble Karl Marx. What I am concerned with is the following: If, at the end of our lives, we have to face the divine judge once before, then we are faced with a child. But a child does not condemn anyone. A child wants to play and be with others. This side of faith must be re-emphasized.

The Latin liberation theology, to whose most prominent representatives you belong, has come to new honor by Pope Francis. A rehabilitation also for you personally after the decades of fighting with Pope John Paul II and his supreme faithful Joseph Ratzinger, the later Pope Benedict XVI?
Francis is one of us. He has made liberation theology the common property of the Church. And he has extended them. Those who speak of the poor must also speak of the earth today because they are also plundered and desecrated. "To hear the cry of the poor," means to hear the cry of the beasts, the forests, the whole tormented creation. The whole earth cries. So, says the Pope, quoting the title of one of my books, we must at the same time hear the cry of the poor and the earth. And both must be liberated. In recent times, I myself have been very concerned with this extension of the theology of liberation. And this is also the fundamentally new one in "Laudato si’".
The "eco-encyclical" of the Pope from 2015, how much Leonardo Boff is in Jorge Mario Bergoglio?
The Encyclical belongs to the Pope. But he has consulted many experts.

Did he read your books?
Even more. He asked me for material for Laudato si’*. I have given him my advice and sent some of what I have written. He also used it. Some people have told me that they had thought of reading, because "that's Boff!" By the way, Pope Franziskus said to me, "Boff, please do not send the papers directly to me."

*LAUDATO SI'-ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME FRANCIS 24 MAY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LAUDATO_SI'.doc 

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 12-CATHOLIC CRITICISM OF ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_12-CATHOLIC_CRITICISM_OF_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI.doc
Why not?
He said: "Otherwise, the Sottosegretari (the Vatican administration staff) will take them away, and I will not get them." I would like you to know that the current Argentine Vatican ambassador is an old acquaintance of the Pope from his time in Buenos Aires. They have often drank mate together. One day before the encyclical was published, the Pope had to call me to give me his thanks for my help.
But a personal meeting with the Pope is still pending?
He has sought reconciliation with the most important representatives of liberation theology, with Gustavo Gutierrez, Jon Sobrino, and also with me. I said to him, with a view to Pope Benedict (Joseph Ratzinger), "but the other one still lives!" He did not accept this. "No," he said, "il Papa sono io" - "the pope is me". You see his courage and determination.

Why did it not work out with your visit?
I had an invitation and had already landed in Rome. But on that very day, just before the beginning of family code 2015, 13 cardinals - among them the German Cardinal Gerhard Müller, Prefect of the Congregation for the Congregation of the Faith - rehearsed the rebellion against the Pope with a letter addressed to him, and then – a surprise – it came in the newspaper. The Pope was angry and said to me, "Boff, I have no time. I have to make peace before the Synod. See you another time.’"

Even the one with the peace has not really gone, right?
The Pope feels the sharpness of the wind from his own ranks, especially from the USA. This Cardinal Leo Burke, who has now written a letter together with your Cologne Cardinal Meisner, is the Donald Trump of the Catholic Church. (Laughs) But unlike Trump, Burke is now neutralised in the Curia. Thank God. These people actually believe they should correct the pope. As if they were above the Pope. Such a thing is unusual, if not unprecedented in the church history. You can criticize the Pope, discuss it. I have done this often enough. But these Cardinals publicly accuse the Pope of spreading theological errors or even heresies, which I think is too much*. This is an affront, which the Pope cannot accept. The Pope cannot be condemned, that is the Church teaching.

*CAN A CATHOLIC CRITICIZE THE POPE? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CAN_A_CATHOLIC_CRITICIZE_THE_POPE.doc
With all your enthusiasm for the Pope, what about the Church reforms that many Catholics had hoped for from Francis, but where so much has happened?
You know, as far as I understand it, the center of his interest is no longer the Church, certainly not the inner Church, but the survival of mankind, the future of the earth. Both are in danger, and one must ask whether Christianity can contribute to overcoming this great crisis that threatens humanity.

Francis takes care of the environment, and now his church is on the wall?
I believe there is a hierarchy of problems for him. When the earth perishes, all other problems have also settled. But as for the inner-church questions, wait a while! It was only recently that Cardinal Walter Kasper, a close confidant of the Pope, said that there would soon be great surprises.

What do you expect?
Who knows? Perhaps the ordaining of women as deaconesses. Or the possibility that married priests can be used again in pastoral care. This is an explicit request from the Brazilian bishops to the Pope, especially his friend, the emeritus Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes. I heard that the Pope wanted to comply with this request - initially for an experimental phase in Brazil. This country, with its 140 million Catholics, should have at least 100,000 priests. But there is only 18000. Institutionally, this is a disaster. It is no wonder that the faithful overflow with the evangelicals and Pentecostals who fill the vacuum. If the many thousands of married priests were to exercise their office again, this would be a first step towards the improvement of the situation, and at the same time an impulse for the Catholic Church to loosen the fetter of the obligation celibacy.

If the Pope were to decide in this sense, would you, as a former Franciscan friar, take on priestly duties again?
Personally, I do not need to make such a decision. It would not change for me, because I am still doing what I have always done: I baptize, I bury, and when I go to a church without a priest, I celebrate the Mass together with the people.

Is it very “German” to ask whether you are permitted to do that?
So far, no bishop I know has ever criticized or forbidden it. The bishops even rejoice and tell me: "The people have a right to the Eucharist. So keep doing it!" My theological teacher, Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns, who had died a few days ago, for example, was very open. He went so far as to bring married priests, whom he saw sitting in the bench during the Mass, to the front of the altar, and together with them celebrated the Eucharistic celebration. He often did that and said. "You are still priests, and you will remain!"

Subject: Liberation Theologian Boff: “Francis is One of Us”
Date: Wed, 28 Dec 2016 17:14:21 +0000 (UTC)
Liberation Theologian Boff: “Francis is One of Us”

http://www.onepeterfive.com/liberation-theologian-boff-francis-is-one-of-us/
By Maike Hickson, December 26, 2016 
On 25 December 2016, the Brazilian Leonardo Boff, one of the most prominent theorists and operatives of Latin American Liberation Theology, gave a candidly revealing and manifoldly informative interview to the German regional newspaper Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger. Due to his confident, if not presumptuous, openness, the 78-year-old Boff (b. 14 December 1938) speaks about several matters of moment which we otherwise would not so easily hear about.

For example, he reveals the following:

(How and why Pope Francis did not meet Boff in Rome, as planned, on the day before the second Synod on the Family in 2015 – because the pope was angry at the Thirteen Cardinals’ Letter and was trying to quiet the situation (and himself?) ahead of the Synod;

(How Cardinal Walter Kasper recently told Boff that Pope Francis has some “big surprises” planned;

(How Pope Francis intends to allow the Catholic Church in Brazil to permit married priests, as his friend Cardinal Claudio Hummes has been requesting now for some time;

(How Pope Francis had requested from Boff material for the writing of his own encyclical Laudato Si and how the pope thanked him afterwards;

(How Boff considers Pope Francis to be “one of us,” meaning one of the supportive sympathizers with liberation theology.

In the following, therefore, I shall translate parts of this important interview. The words of Leonardo Boff will speak for themselves. Important to note in this context, however, is that Boff himself was publicly criticized and silenced in 1985 by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger – then the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) – for his unorthodox writings that boldly go quite far against Church doctrine. Thus, in 1992, he both formally left the Franciscan Order to which he had belonged and he also then publicly left the Catholic priesthood.


Q: Liberation Theology of Latin America – one of whose most prominent representatives you certainly are – has now received new honors [and encouraging support] from and through Pope Francis. [Is there now to be] A rehabilitation also for you personally, after your years-long struggles with Pope John Paul II himself and with his highest defender of Doctrine, Joseph Ratzinger, who later became Pope Benedict XVI?
Francis is one of us. He has turned Liberation Theology into a common property of the Church. And he has widened it. Whoever speaks today of the poor, also has to speak of the earth, because it, too, is now being plundered and abused. “To hear the cry of the poor,” that means to hear the cry of the animals, the forests, of the whole tortured creation. The whole earth cries. Also, says the pope – and he thus quotes one of the titles of one of my books – we have to hear simultaneously the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth. And, for sure, both need to be liberated. I myself have dealt in the recent past with this widening of the Liberation Theology. And that [this environmental dimension] is also the fundamentally new aspect in Laudato Si’.

Q: ….which is now in the “ecological encyclical” of the pope promulgated in the year 2015. How much Leonardo Boff is in Jorge Mario Bergoglio?
The encyclical belongs to the pope. But he has consulted with many experts.

Q: Has he read your books?
More than that. He asked me for material for the sake of Laudato Si. I have given him my counsel and sent to him some of what I have written. Which he has also used. Some people told me they were thinking while reading: “Wait, that is Boff!” By the way, Pope Francis directly told me: “Boff, don’t send the papers directly to me.”

Q: Why not?
He said: “Otherwise, the Sottosegretari (the employees of the Vatican administration, editors [of the Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger]) will intercept them and I will not receive them. Rather, send the things right to the Argentine Ambassador [at the Holy See] with whom I have a good connection, then they will safely land into my hands.” 
For that, one needs to know that the current Ambassador at the Holy See is an old friend of the pope from his time in Buenos Aires. They have often drunk together mate [a special drink from Argentina, a sort of tea]. Then, one day before the publication of the encyclical, the pope had someone call me in order to thank me for my help.

Q: A personal meeting with the pope is still outstanding?
He [Pope Francis] has sought a reconciliation with the most important representatives of the Liberation Theology: with Gustavo Gutierrez, Jon Sobrino, and likewise with me. I have said to him with respect to Pope Benedict – respectively Joseph Ratzinger – “But that other is still alive, after all!” He did not accept this. “No,” he said, “Il Papa sono io” – “The pope, that is me!” We were welcomed to come. That is where you see his courage and his decisiveness.

Q: Why then has your visit not yet worked out?
I had received an invitation and I even had already landed in Rome. But just that day, immediately before the beginning of the [second] Synod on the Family in 2015, 13 cardinals – among them the German Cardinal Gerhard Müller – rehearsed a rebellion against the pope with a letter addressed to him which then, o surprise!, was published in a newspaper. The pope was angry and he told me: “Boff, I have no time. I have to establish calm before the synod begins. We will see each other another time.”

Q: But also with the hoped-for calm, that did not really work out, either, did it?
The pope feels the sharpness of the headwind from his own ranks, especially coming from the U.S. This Cardinal Burke, Leo Burke, who now – together with your retired Cardinal Meisner from Cologne – has already written another letter [to the pope]; he is the Donald Trump of the Catholic Church (laughs). But, unlike Trump, Burke has now been neutralized within the Curia. Thanks be to God. These people really believe that it is up to them to correct the pope. As if they are above the pope. Something like this is unusual [sic!], if not unprecedented in the history of the Church. One may criticize the pope, one may have discussions with him. That is what I have often done. But, that cardinals publicly accuse the pope of the spreading of theological mistakes or even heresies, that is – I think – too much. That is an affront with which a pope cannot put up. The pope cannot be judged, that is the teaching of the Church.

Q: With all your enthusiasm for the pope – what is it with these Church reforms which so many Catholics have expected from Francis; but where, in fact, not so much has yet happened?
You know, as far as I understand, the center of his interest is not anymore the Church – and certainly not the internal operation of the Church – but, rather, the survival of humanity, the future of the earth. […] I believe that there is a hierarchy of problems for him. When the earth perishes, all the other problems have also been taken care of. But, with regard to the questions within and about the Church: wait and see! Only recently, Cardinal Walter Kasper, a close confidant of the pope, told me that soon there will be some great surprises.

Q: What do you expect?
Who knows? Perhaps a diaconate for women, after all. Or the possibility that married priests may be again engaged in pastoral care. That is an explicit request from the Brazilian bishops to the pope, especially from his friend, the retired Brazilian Curial Cardinal Claudio Hummes. I have heard that the pope wants to meet this request – for now and for a certain experimental period in Brazil. This country with its 140 million Catholics should at least have 100,000 priests. But, there are only 18,000. Institutionally, this is a catastrophe. No wonder that the faithful now go in droves to the Evangelicals and the Pentecostals, who fill this personal vacuum. If now all these thousands of already married priests might again exercise their office, this would be a first step toward an improvement of the situation – and, at the same time, it would be an impulse [and a sign] that the Catholic Church now loosens the fetters of obligatory celibacy. [My emphasis]

Q: If the pope were to make a decision in this sense and direction – would you yourself, as a former Franciscan priest, also again undertake priestly duties?

I personally do not need such a decision. It would not change anything for myself because I still do what I have always done: I baptize, I give Christian burials, and if I happen to come into a parish without a priest, then I also celebrate Mass together with the people.
Q: Is it very “German” to ask whether you are permitted to do that?
Up to now, no bishop whom I know has ever either criticized it or forbidden it. The bishops, on the contrary, are happy and tell me: “the people have a right [sic] to the Eucharist. Just keep doing it!” My theological teacher, Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns – who just died a few days ago – was, for example, of a very great openness. He went so far that, when he saw married priests sitting in the pew during Mass, he had them come to the altar and he then concelebrated the Eucharist with them. He did it often and said: “You are, after all, still priests – and you will remain so!”

[End of translation]



Comment:
In the context of this blunt interview – and with Boff’s apparently newly discovered “orthodox” criticisms of those people who now even dare to criticize a pope – it might be worth recalling and reading what Leonardo Boff had earlier said, back in 2001.

For, in that 2001 interview with the Internet site Communità Italiana, he also spoke bluntly concerning both Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger himself – then Head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith under Pope John Paul II – and Ratzinger’s own putatively provocative defense of certain traditional positions and doctrines of the Catholic Church:

What I can say is that the dominant tendency in the Vatican under this pontificate [of John Paul II] is highly fundamentalist. A Cardinal like J. Ratzinger who publishes an official [Vatican] document in which he says that the only true Church is the Catholic Church and that the rest are not even churches, that the only legitimate religion is the Catholic religion and that the others have no faith (they are only convictions and beliefs) – he commits religious terrorism [sic] and is in grave theological error, as well. [My emphasis –Maike H.]

The poignancy – and irony – of these Boff comments increases when one considers that, in 1970 in Munich, it was Cardinal Ratzinger himself who was one of the committee of select professorial guides of Leonardo Boff’s own doctoral dissertation de Ecclesia: concerning “the Church as Sacrament” in light of some of the world’s purported experiences. The main title of Boff’s dissertation, in German, was: Die Kirche als Sakrament im Horizont der Welterfahrung.

In the larger context of this recent 25 December 2016 interview with Leonardo Boff, we also would like to remind our readers of the work of the Vatican specialist, Dr. Sandro Magister, who has repeatedly pointed to the possibility, even the probability, that Pope Francis himself will grant Brazil the permission to allow for married priests. We also remember that we ourselves earlier reported how – right after the publication of the 13 Cardinals Letter by way of Dr. Magister himself – there also came trustworthy reports about Pope Francis’ own outburst of anger over that polite, but firmly orthodox, initiative of the cardinals. Thus in his confident bluntness, Leonardo Boff now unexpectedly confirms the earlier work of journalists, both of Dr. Magister himself and, in a small way, of mine own.

The Four Cardinals Are Up 14-9. But Leonardo Boff Is in the Game, Too
http://magister.blogautore.espresso.repubblica.it/2017/01/03/the-four-cardinals-are-up-14-9-but-leonardo-boff-is-in-the-game-too/
January 3, 2017
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(Illustration published in "The Remnant," December 30, 2016)
Shortly before Christmas there were eighteen cardinals and bishops who had spoken out for or against the five doubts (dubia –Michael) made public on November 14 by four cardinals concerning controversial points of “Amoris Laetitia,” with a request to Pope Francis for “clarity,” a request that so far has gone unheeded.
In this December 21 article from www.chiesa there was a thorough presentation of their statements:

The Pope Is Not Answering the Four Cardinals. But Few Justify Him
A “Postscript” mentioned three other contributions, bringing the total to twenty-one, only eight of them against the initiative of the four cardinals.

But since then another cardinal and bishop have raised their voices, one for and one against.

In support of the four cardinals is that of auxiliary bishop of Salzburg Andreas Laun, interviewed on December 23 by Maike Hickson for the blog OnePeterFive:

Bishop Andreas Laun on Amoris Laetitia and the Four Cardinals’ Dubia
In support of the pope is that of Cardinal Walter Kasper, in a December 22 interview with Vatican Radio, in German:

Kardinal Kasper: "Amoris Laetitia ist klar"
In Kasper’s judgment, “Of course, anyone can pose doubts and questions to the pope - any cardinal can do that. Whether it was a good idea to make this public is a completely different question, that is what I would doubt. In my view the apostolic letter is clear; there are also further explanations by the pope himself, such as the letter to the Argentine bishops, or the explanations of the cardinal vicar of Rome. There, it is clarified what the pope means and how he understands it. There is no contradiction of the statements of John Paul II. There is instead a homogeneous development. This is my position, as I see it. In this respect, for me these dubia, these doubts do not stand up.”

At the present time, therefore, among the twenty-three cardinals and bishops who have weighed in the score is 14 to 9 in favor of the four cardinals, an evident sign that their “dubia” are by no means seen as insubstantial and that the expectation of a clarification is becoming more and more strong and widely shared.

*

It must also be pointed out that one of the four cardinals who signed the “dubia,” the German Walter Brandmüller, when interviewed by Andrea Tornielli for Vatican Insider clarified the meaning of the “formal correction” of the pope suggested by another of the signatories, Cardinal Raymond L. Burke:

Brandmüller: “Any fraternal correction proposed to the Pope must be presented in camera caritatis”
“Cardinal Burke did not say,” Brandmüller specified, “that a potential fraternal correction must be made publicly, nor did he specify a deadline. I believe that Cardinal Burke is convinced that a fraternal correction must in the first instance be made ‘in camera caritatis.’ The cardinal has expressed his own opinion in complete independence, and it may of course be shared by the other cardinals too.”

“The ‘dubia’,” Brandmüller also said, “seek to encourage debate in the Church, as is indeed happening. We cardinals expect a response to the ’dubia’, as the lack of a response would be seen by many within the Church as a rejection of the clear and articulate adherence to the clearly defined doctrine.”

*

If the survey is then extended beyond just the cardinals and bishops, there is at least one contribution that must be pointed out.

It is the extensive interview with the Brazilian theologian Leonardo Boff published in Germany on Christmas day, in the newspaper "Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger":

Leonardo Boff im Interview: "Papst Franziskus ist einer von uns"
Portions of the interview are available in both English and Italian.

Boff dedicates this passage to the “dubia”:

“The pope feels the sting of the headwinds from other parts of the hierarchy, especially those of the United States. This cardinal Burke, who now - together with your retired cardinal Meisner of Cologne - has written a letter to the pope, is the Donald Trump of the Catholic Church (laughs). But unlike Trump, Burke has been neutralized in the curia. Thank God. These people really believe that it is up to them to correct the pope. As if they were above the pope. Such a thing is unusual, if not unprecedented in the history of the Church. One can criticize the pope, have a discussion with him. This is what I have often done. But that cardinals should publicly accuse the pope of spreading theological errors or even heresies, I think this is too much. It is an affront that the pope cannot allow. The pope cannot be judged, this is the teaching of the Church.”

But there are other interesting passages of the interview.

For example, where Boff explains why Pope Francis had to cancel the audience that he had granted to him at the beginning of 2015:

“I had received an invitation, and I had already landed in Rome. But that very day, right before the beginning [of the work] of the synod on the family of 2015, thirteen cardinals - including German cardinal Gerhard Müller - organized a revolt against the pope with a letter addressed to him that was later published, lo and behold, in a newspaper. The pope was furious, and he said to me: ‘Boff, I don’t have time. I have to reestablish calm before the synod begins. We’ll see each other another time.”

Or where he says he “heard that the pope wants to accept the explicit request of the Brazilian bishops, and especially of his friend the cardinal Cláudio Hummes, to again use married priests in pastoral care, at least for a certain experimental period.”
Not that Boff is waiting for the pope’s permission. In the interview, in fact, he recounts that although he is married and formally barred from exercising the ministry:

“I already do what I have always done, and when I happen upon a parish without a priest I celebrate the Mass together with the people, and no bishop has contested or prohibited me in this. On the contrary, the bishops are happy and they tell me: ‘The people have a right to the Eucharist. Keep going!’ My theological instructor, Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns - who died a few days ago - was, for example, very open. He came to the point where, when he saw married priests sitting in the nave during the Mass, he would have them come up to the altar and concelebrated the Mass with them.”

Does liberal Catholicism have a future?

http://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2016/07/does-liberal-catholicism-have-a-future 
By The Editors of First Things, July 22, 2016

Matthew Schmitz reported* in this week’s Catholic Herald that liberal Catholics are growing impatient with Pope Francis. What if the liberal pope fails to institutionalize his reforms? 
Join our editors—Rusty Reno, Mark Bauerlein, Matthew Schmitz, and Julia Yost—as they discuss what’s happening in religion and public life. First up: Schmitz reported in this week’s Catholic Herald that liberal Catholics are growing impatient with Pope Francis. What if the liberal pope fails to institutionalize his reforms? Matthew Boudway, associate editor of Commonweal, is our guest in this segment. He offers a learned defense of liberal Catholicism and questions whether we really know what a “liberal Catholic” is. Then, assistant editor Alexi Sargeant drops in to share his knowledge of Pokémon Go, the (in)famous augmented-reality game that is lighting up millennials’ iPhones and warming their nostalgic hearts. Haters gonna hate, but Alexi contends that Pokémon Go is turning our public spaces into civic spaces and encouraging random acts of kindness. Finally, the editors turn to politics. In this political season, Americans in both parties (and no party) seem to feel insecure. Is it the terrorism? The civil unrest? The globalized economy? All of the above? Or something truly existential?

The episode is embedded below, and you can download it on SoundCloud here. But for long-term convenience, follow us on SoundCloud or iTunes.

Episode 2 – Does Liberal Catholicism Have a Future? 
Liberal Catholics are growing impatient. What if Pope Francis fails to institutionalize his reforms? Editors Rusty, Mark, Matthew, and Julia discuss, and are politely opposed by their guest, Commonweal editor Matthew Boudway. Then assistant editor Alexi Sargeant drops in to evangelize for Pokémon Go. Finally, the editors reflect on the feelings of insecurity that seem to be motivating Americans in both parties (and no party) during this political season.

One has to “sign in” –Michael

*Liberal Catholicism’s unexpected crisis
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/issues/july-22nd-2016/liberal-catholicisms-unexpected-crisis/ 

By Matthew Schmitz, Literary Editor – First Things, July 21, 2016
You might think that progressives would be rejoicing under the current pontificate. Instead, they are fretting about the future
[image: image2.jpg]



Even as Pope Francis wins the applause of the world for giving Catholicism a friendlier face, critics have started to grumble. On social media and in opinion columns, they have drawn up a list of grievances. While they approve of his pastoral outreach, they are concerned that he is leaving the Church unprepared to face the challenges of our age. They admire many of the men he has promoted, but fret that he has also empowered bishops who want to lead the Church on a dangerous, radical course – and may well do so once he departs.

No, these critics aren’t the conservatives whose complaints have become a familiar feature of the pontificate, but liberal Catholics whose initial enthusiasm is now curdling into concern, even alarm. Three years after his election, The Tablet has decided that Pope Francis’s reform programme is “rapidly becoming overdue”. Robert Mickens, the veteran Vatican correspondent, writes in the National Catholic Reporter that “many reform-minded Catholics have again become quite worried about the future direction of their Church”.

Vito Mancuso, a former priest and protégé of the liberal Italian lion Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, shares their fears. “Two diametrically opposed forces are intensifying within the Catholic Church,” he warns us in a recent interview in La Repubblica. Opposed to the innovators like himself are those who “want to return to the ‘sound tradition,’ something especially prevalent among young priests”.

Mancuso believes that if Francis does not act more decisively, and soon, he risks being no more than “a shooting star”. After his death or retirement, the College of Cardinals could elect a pope who would end Francis’s flexible pastoral approach and begin making straightforward affirmations and condemnations. They particularly fear the election of Cardinal Robert Sarah, a man who does not seem much interested in flattering the sensibilities of educated Westerners. He appears in their nightmares with the name Pius XIII.

Such a reversal has happened before. In 1973, at the unusually young age of 36, Francis – still known as Jorge Mario Bergoglio – was named head of the troubled Jesuit province of Argentina. His charismatic personality and popular touch drew young men to the order but alienated the Jesuits clustered around the Centre for Social Research and Action. They desired a more structural approach to Argentina’s political problems and a more intellectual perspective on the Catholic faith. Francis ignored their grumbling as he instituted a programme of reform, but his achievement proved more fragile than anyone expected. When he stepped down, he was succeeded by an ally who supported him in his new role as rector of the school of Jesuit formation. Yet Francis’s opponents soon convinced Peter Hans Kolvenbach, the superior general of the Society of Jesus, to install one of their own as head of the Argentine Jesuits.

Then they moved against Francis. The future pope was exiled to Germany, ostensibly to do doctoral work on the German philosopher Romano Guardini, but really to avoid stirring up trouble at home. When he returned, his opponents found another way to isolate him. In 1990, he was sent to the mountain town of Córdoba. In 1992, he was asked to stop living in Jesuit residences.

At that point, his failure was complete. In only a few years, and despite immense popularity during his tenure, Francis had been repudiated by the institution he had once led. Because he had failed to entrench his reforms or secure the cooperation of indispensable allies, all his work was undone.

Might it happen again? When I asked Peter Steinfels, the longstanding religion columnist for the New York Times, if he was worried, he cautioned against the “uncritical liberal ultramontanism” that has set some up for disappointment. The fate of the Church does not hang on the actions of a single pope. Rather, “the future of the faith in modern, post-Enlightenment societies will depend on what occurs in all the intermediate layers of Catholic life and leadership.”

Matthew Boudway, an editor at Commonweal, echoed his point. “The Church’s more serious problems cannot be solved by a pope,” he told me. The most serious problem Boudway sees is “the incompatibility of the culture of late capitalism with the Christian form of life”. While a pope can alert us to this problem, as both Francis and Benedict have done, he cannot save us from it.

Yet narrow concerns about the leadership of Pope Francis conceal deeper anxiety. Though it is a faith committed to shaking off the past and embracing tomorrow, liberal Catholicism has an increasingly uncertain future.

The first problem is demographic. There are not enough highly committed young liberal Catholics to replace the older generation. Last September, the posh Town and Country Club in St Paul, Minnesota, hosted to a conference with the title “Can Francis change the Church’s approach to sexuality?” Barbara Frey, a human rights lawyer, and Massimo Faggioli, an advocate for the theological education of newspaper columnists, addressed a crowd of 125 attendees. Notwithstanding the spicy topic, the National Catholic Reporter noted that crowd members were “mostly in their 60s, 70s and 80s”.

Though many self-identified Catholics count as liberals, broad trends away from religious attachment and observance have left fewer than ever willing to spend time and energy trying to change the Church. Phyllis Zagano, a professor at Hofstra University and advocate for women deacons, worries that “older Church professionals who adjusted to vernacular liturgies and who incorporate mercy into their understandings of justice are retiring daily” only to be replaced by young conservatives.

Though liberals control various media outlets and theology faculties, they have not been as successful as traditional Catholics in drawing people into the sacramental life of the Church. Liberals who have accepted calls to the priesthood or religious life, who attend Mass daily, who volunteer on parish councils are getting older every year. For young dogmatists who feel bound to respect their elders, polemic against liberal Catholics has never been harder.

This spring I attended the ordination and first Mass of a young priest. As the infant children of our friends cried in the pews, I watched him kneel before the altar and elevate the Host. After the liturgy ended, we gathered in the parish hall for a reception with sandwiches and soda. 
The newly minted Father entered the room dressed in a soutane. He is neither a traditionalist nor a controversialist, but his long garment would have struck a previous generation or priests as grossly retrograde. I asked if any of the older priests he knew would be offended by it. He said yes, but that they had by now resigned themselves to seeing such things among their younger colleagues.

Not everyone is willing to concede so quietly. A few years ago I attended a Mass at which the priest began to rage against Benedict XVI’s investigation of American nuns: “This is evil, evil, wicked and evil! It is a sin, and Benedict should beg for forgiveness!” At the end of Mass, I thanked the priest for his homily but told him that I didn’t think Mass the moment for such comments. He looked at me and said: “I meet so many young people like you, and it makes me terrified for the future of our Church.” Before I could respond, a champagne-coloured Lexus pulled up to where we stood, and its elderly driver extended a shaking fist: “You give it to ’em, Father!”

Yet such anecdotes tend to overstate liberal Catholicism’s weakness. It may not be able to propel people toward the centre of Church life, but it appeals to many who are falling away, or at least lingering near the exits. Newman once wrote, “there are but two alternatives, the way to Rome, and the way to Atheism: Anglicanism is the halfway house on the one side, and Liberalism is the halfway house on the other.” Liberal Catholicism may be a temporary home for many who are headed to unbelief, but some who stop there take the opportunity to turn back.

Liberal Catholicism is based on the admirable and eminently Catholic aspiration for a Church and society that work in concert. What distinguishes the liberal from your run-of-the-mill integralist is the liberal’s belief that the society must not only be brought around to the views of the Church, but that the Church must also, to some extent, and perhaps to a very large one, be brought around to the views of the society.

At one point, this seemed like an exciting possibility. Critics of the liturgical reforms that followed Vatican II have criticised most instances of the New Mass as lacking a “vertical element” that lifted man up toward transcendence. But the more horizontally oriented, communal masses did seem transcendent at the time – precisely because they offered a revolutionary break with the past. Oh, bliss in that dawn!

The revolutionary moment has passed, however, and with it the strength of liberal Catholic faith. Kierkegaard identified two periods of time: revolutionary and reflective ages. In the first, people are able to leap into unplumbed waters, to strike out across thin ice without calculation or fear. They take history in their hands and, without knowing the probabilities or risks, fashion something new. In other ages, action gives way to reflection. The aspiring revolutionary does not make a mad bid for bliss. Instead, he “leaves everything standing but empties it of significance”. Rather than deny old truths outright, he “makes the whole of life ambiguous”. A principle of gradualism is introduced, so that “the distinction between good and evil is enervated by a superficial, superior and theoretical knowledge of evil, by a supercilious cleverness which is aware that goodness is neither appreciated nor right in this world.” Rather than boast in the stark colour of the bonnet rouge, the revolutionary cloaks himself in shades of grey.

Francis does not challenge the teaching of his predecessors head-on. He insists that the norm still stands even after he includes every case in the exception. What was once simply an absolute principle is now discussed in relative terms, and the terms are so relative that it is possible even to insist that the rule remains absolute. The resulting “pastoral solutions” infuriate traditional Catholics, who sense the inconsistency, and fail to satisfy liberals, who want a more thoroughgoing revolution. Écrasez l’infâme!

Revolution may have seemed possible in the 1960s, but it no longer does today. The New Mass may have given our grandparents a delicious frisson, but it is comfortingly or depressingly familiar to younger Catholics. As it no longer has the power of revolution, liberal Catholicism has lost its last taste of transcendence. Those who want some share of excitement must look elsewhere.

Liberal Catholics are left with a delicate and tedious task. The doctrine of infallibility limits even those who would call it into question. Peter can wink, nod, nudge or fall silent, but he cannot contradict himself. Francis knows this well. When he was asked about the possibility intercommunion between Lutherans and Catholics, he gave an ambiguous response before finally concluding: “I dare not say more.” This is how one speaks in an age of reflection when one still cherishes hope for revolution.

Someone who advances by stealth can fall victim to sudden reversals, but he is also able to avoid detection and opposition. If liberal Catholicism hopes to direct the course of the Church, then, it will have to do so with caution and cunning. This makes it less heroic and appealing than it once was, but no easier to avoid. As long as the Church continues to confront what Boudway calls late capitalism, there will be a liberal Catholicism seeking to make peace with it. Meanwhile, the man in whom liberal Catholics have placed their hopes advances on the only possible path. He is hollowing out rather than overturning, undermining rather than uprooting, those things he perceives to be harmful. That some of those things are essential to the faith is the explosive claim of a group of Catholics who may, once again, undo all that Francis has done.
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This item appeared in Bombay Archdiocesan weekly, The Examiner, January 10, 1987:

Pope warns Catholic publisher:

Pope John Paul II has told an Italian Catholic publishing house it should avoid publishing works that could cause ‘doubt and confusion’ among readers. Edizione Paoline run by the Society of St. Paul … has published recently books on liberation theology … Among its current publications are works by Franciscan liberation theologian Fr. Leonardo do Boff and Belgian-born theologian Fr. Edward Schillebeeckx. The Pope speaking at his weekly general audience at the Vatican December 17 did not refer to specific publications by the House [Edizione Paoline] but said it was essential they show “pastoral vigilance” in publishing. That “suggests to you avoiding those publications that can generate doubt or confusion in readers” he said. “I remind you that the first objective and the supreme law is to contribute to the salvation of the people, orienting editorial choices to that goal, he added. “You will see to it that your publications … should be above all an illumination of the Gospel, and in reaching the great masses should bring to them firstly the message of salvation.” The pope reminded the religious and lay employees of the publishing house that its founder Fr. Giacomo Alberione insisted that their work be carried out “in agreement with the Church” … 
Fr. Boff was “silenced for several months because of his views on the Church expressed in his book Church: Charism and Power. In September 1986, the Doctrinal Congregation said that Fr. Schillebeeckx’ views … remain in disagreement with the teaching of the Church.”

Francis' Apostolic Exhortation: Pastoral Discernment and Dead Members “Alive” 
“In the case of divorcees who have remarried, we posed the question, what do we do with them? … Let us open the doors a bit more... Why can’t they be godfathers and godmothers? … Things need to change, our standards need to change.” -Pope Francis
http://www.cfnews.org/page88/files/4eeba581b9fe9b063f35d6a76ea39a42-559.html EXTRACT   
By John Vennari, April 6, 2016

In relation to the upcoming Exhortation, we look at the most controversial aspect of the Synod discussions: whether or not Francis will “allow” divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to receive the Sacraments. This issue should never have been brought up in the first place, as it is a closed question not subject to modification. Francis’ recklessness in this regard is applauded by the neo-pagan, liberation theology, ex-priest Leonardo Boff who celebrates, “Through various speeches he [Francis] has given, he has signaled that everything is up for discussion, which not long ago would have been unthinkable for any Pope to say."[3]
Notes

3. Francis of Rome and Francis of Assisi, Leonardo Boff, [Maryknoll: Orbis, 2014], p. 130.
Commentary on the Doctrinal Congregation Document
CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH COMMENTARY ON THE DOCUMENT
"RESPONSES TO SOME QUESTIONS REGARDING CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE DOCTRINE ON THE CHURCH"
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/commentary-on-the-doctrinal-congregation-document EXTRACT  
Vatican City, July 11, 2007 

Here is the text of a commentary on the June 29 document from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

The commentary, by the same dicastery, explains the intention of the document that clarifies the Second Vatican Council's teaching that the Church founded by Christ "subsists in the Catholic Church."

In response to Boff's assertion that the one Church of Christ "is able to subsist in other Christian Churches," the Notification states that "the Council chose the word "subsistit" specifically to clarify that the true Church has only one "subsistence," while outside her visible boundaries there are only "elementa Ecclesiae " which -- being elements of the same Church -- tend and lead to the Catholic Church."[5]

Notes

[5] CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH, Notification on the book of Father Leonardo Boff: "The Church: charism and power": AAS 77 (1985) 758-759. This passage of the Notification, although not formally quoted in the "Responsum", is found fully cited in the Declaration Dominus Iesus, in note 56 of n. 16.
A Difficult Feat (at the Roman Circus) 
http://www.onepeterfive.com/a-difficult-feat-at-the-roman-circus/ EXTRACT
By Maureen Mullarkey, October 14, 2015
Truth to tell, I have not been keeping track of the fluctuations of the Synod all that closely. For one thing, we are really not following the proceedings; we are following only selective comments made to the media. There is something of a dog-and-pony show about it. Francis has already short-circuited it with his motu proprio—placed grandly under the protection of the Mother of God, we are told. And there is little doubt Francis already knows what he will do.

At the end of the day, Francis is the final arbiter of whatever comes out of this Synod. Participants and procedures have been selected to give the pope the advice he wishes to follow. Disclosure of Francis’s peremptory rejection of a cautionary letter, signed by thirteen cardinals and delivered by Cardinal Pell, has spurred dark speculation on the outcome, already seen as a done deal. (That four of the supposed signatories now deny their John Hancocks lends a bit of drollery to the “hermeneutics of conspiracy” decried by the conspirator-in-chief.)

Reactions to what is revealed in the media will be useful to Francis in crafting his response. However reassuring the conclusion—and I expect it will be—the substance of his intentions will have been given an airing for all the world to see. And to cheer. (He has made the papacy popular with secularists. What subsequent pope will be inclined to reverse that?)

The Synod is not a boxing match. Trying to follow it blow by blow gets us nowhere. This is a chess match being played with generational pawns on a board that extends beyond your lifetime or mine. 
Leonardo Boff’s love letter to Francis, Francis of Rome, Francis of Assisi, makes a crucial point that applies here. He says that Francis knows he will not be able to achieve all that he wants to achieve in his tenure, but he will have planted seeds.

Precisely so. The Church has time on her side. No need to rush. One Synod is no more than a first, tentative turn of the screw. Traditionalists like Pell and Burke, thorns in the papal side, will die off. Younger men will come from a generation already primed to assent to the ethos of their times. Eventually, those seeds will bear the wanted fruit. This is a waiting game.

The Francis Effect

http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/pope-francis-effect EXTRACT
By Daniel H. Levine, Fall 2014
Although [Pope Francis] does not come out of the liberation theology tradition, he has been more open to it than his predecessors. He welcomed Peruvian theologian Gustavo Gutiérrez, one of the movement’s major figures, to the Vatican. He has also reached out to other leaders in liberation theology, like the Brazilian theologian Leonardo Boff, on issues of the environment. Previously, Boff was formally silenced by then-Cardinal Ratzinger—later Pope Benedict XVI—and ultimately left the priesthood. Most recently he restored Miguel D’Escoto, a priest removed by Pope John Paul II (and former foreign minister of Nicaragua’s Sandinista government) to priestly function. He has also moved to internationalize the Vatican’s government, the Roman Curia, giving greater voice to figures from outside Italy and Europe. In naming a council of prelates (with a majority from the global south) to advise him directly, he presented an alternative to the traditional Roman Curia. These and other initiatives make sense as part of a broad effort to energize the Catholic Church and position it to compete more effectively in Latin America. Taken together, they present a sharp contrast to the Euro-centrism, the stress on discipline and loyalty, and the effort to resist the inroads of globalization on Catholic culture that characterized his immediate predecessor, Benedict XVI.

The Church in Spain Is Sick, but It’s not Zapatero’s Fault http://www.chiesa.espressonline.it/printDettaglio.jsp?id=74326&eng=y 
By Sandro Magister, Roma, July 28, 2006 EXTRACT:
The sickness is the loss of faith among the people, and the poor instructors are above all the progressive theologians. The accusation comes from the Spanish bishops.

In a document coordinated with Rome, as a model for other episcopates

The sickness is “the secularization within the Church”: a widespread loss of faith caused in part by “theological propositions that have in common a deformed presentation of the mystery of Christ.” 
The cure is precisely that of restoring life to the profession of faith: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16), in the four areas where it is most seriously undermined today: 
– the interpretation of Scripture, 
– Jesus Christ as the only savior of all men, 
– the Church as the Body of Christ, 
– moral life. 
The instruction is organized under these four main headings. In each section, the document first presents the features of correct Christological doctrine, and then denounces the theologies that deform it. 
It denounces the theologies, not the theologians. The instruction does not target particular authors, but limits itself to denouncing erroneous tendencies. The names found in the notes that accompany the text are simply those of theologians already marked out in the past by doctrinal condemnations and disciplinary sanctions by the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith or by the Spanish bishops’ conference. 

Four of these are Spanish: Juan José Tamayo, José María Castillo, Juan Antonio Estrada, and Marciano Vidal. 
The others are Jacques Dupuis [INDIA]; Roger Haight, American; Anthony De Mello, Indian; Austria’s Reinhard Messner; Leonardo Boff of Brazil; Ireland’s Diarmuid O’Murchu; and Tissa Balasuriya, of Sri Lanka.
The ex-priest looks forward to change with Pope Francis’ washing of feet of women on Holy Thursday:
A Conservative with a Common Touch
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/14/world/europe/new-pope-theologically-conservative-but-with-a-common-touch.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1& EXTRACT

By Emily Schmall and Larry Rohter, March 13, 2013

Though he is averse to liberation theology, which he views as hopelessly tainted with Marxist ideology, Cardinal Bergoglio has emphasized outreach to the impoverished, and as cardinal of Buenos Aires he has overseen increased social services and evangelization in the slums. 

"I am encouraged by this choice, viewing it as a pledge for a church of simplicity and of ecological ideals," said Leonardo Boff, a founder of liberation theology. What is more, Mr. Boff said, Cardinal Bergoglio comes from the developing world, "outside the walls of Rome." 

Sixty-eight, mysticism, Satanism 

http://www.30giorni.it/us/articolo.asp?id=910 EXTRACT
Published in 30 Giorni, May 2003, Rome
An interview with Alessandro Olivieri Pennesi, Lecturer at the Lateran Pontifical University by Giovanni Cubeddu
OLIVIERI PENNESI: In the field of inter-religious dialogue I know writers who, by looking for points of contact with the eastern religions, end up accepting Gnostic ideas. Let me add that there is an ecological Catholic spirituality that almost accepts the divinization of the created world in the figure of Mother Earth (and one doesn’t then see why the universal archetype of the Virgin Mother shouldn’t be raised up in place of the Virgin Mary). These are themes promoted in some of their writings by Leonardo Boff and by now ex-Dominican Matthew Fox, who has founded in Oklahoma the University of Creation Spirituality. In general, those who agree to these theses also eliminate original sin, replacing it with the "original blessing". Hence mankind, being good and not in need of any grace, must busy itself in recovering the spark of God set in it ab initio. The dialectic between nature and grace is obliterated. There is even a theology of energy, that recalls the comic fluxes beloved of the New Age, and that in the field of Catholic inculturation seem to have citizenship particularly in the Far East.

HOW “THE VATICAN’S ENFORCER” RAN THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH (1979 – 2005)

Individuals notified, silenced, excommunicated, or otherwise investigated and disciplined/censured by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, directly or indirectly [From a DISSENTING organization -Michael]
http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/topics/reform/documents/2006movingforwardbylookingback.pdf  EXTRACT  
1985

The renowned Brazilian human rights advocate, liberation theologian and suspected Marxist Fr. Leonardo Boff, OFM was silenced (forbidden to teach, speak or write and suspended from religious duties) for his liberation theology book Church: Charism and Power. The CDF’s concerns lay in the areas of church structure, dogmas and revelation, the exercise of sacred power and the role of the laity. International pressure led to the silencing being lifted one year later.

1991

Boff was nearly silenced again, so that he would not attend and speak out at the Earth Summit (Rio de Janeiro, 1992). The following year, he “promoted himself to the state of laity” and left the Franciscans and eventually the priesthood.

And this from the ultra-left, dissenting National Catholic Reporter:
http://natcath.org/NCR_Online/archives2/2005a/022505/022505h.php EXTRACT  
February 25, 2005

The List

Editor's note: Following is a list of Catholic theologians and others disciplined by the Vatican during the papacy of John Paul II. Though not an exhaustive list, it is a substantial representation of the range of people subject to papal discipline during the past 26 years. The list was compiled by Tara Harris, assistant to the editor.

Leonardo Boff: A Brazilian Franciscan and one of the most famous proponents of liberation theology, Boff was investigated by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1981. The Vatican objected to his views on Christology and the structure of the church. Boff was silenced for a year in 1985. Boff enjoyed the support of his religious order and two of Brazil’s cardinals, Aloisio Lorscheider and Evaristo Arns, but he was silenced again in 1991. In 1992 Boff left the Franciscans and the priesthood.

Leonardo Boff, heretic and liberation theologian reveals that Bergoglio-Pope Francis, is "one of us"

http://voxcantor.blogspot.in/2016/12/leonardo-boff-heretic-and-liberation.html
December 27, 2016
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[…]

The Earth Charter: Constitution of the Global Super-State?
A Catholic Reflection on the Earth Charter
Presented by the Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Conservation Center
http://conservation.catholic.org/Earth%20Charter.htm EXTRACT
A New Standard for the Church?

The Earth Charter Commission hopes that the Charter will become a common standard "by which the conduct of all individuals, organizations, businesses, governments, and transnational institutions is to be guided and assessed" (Earth Charter Secretariat 2000). The Catholic Church, in its role as a transnational institution, would be required to follow the Earth Charter and its new "global governance." Unfortunately, the only founding member of the Earth Charter Commission and a principal author of the Earth Charter who was identified as being "Catholic" was Leonardo Boff, an ex-priest, Marxist, and leader of the liberation theology movement. John Paul II criticized liberation theology and its advocates, accusing them of wrongly supporting violent revolution and Marxist class struggle. Boff was silenced by the Church in 1985 and resigned from the priesthood in 1991, prior to drafting the Earth Charter.  

On the subjects of Marxism and liberation theology, Pope Benedict XVI once said, "Precisely in those places where the Marxist liberating ideology had been applied consistently, a radical lack of freedom had been produced, the horror of which now appeared out in the open before the eyes of world public opinion. The fact is that when politics want to bring redemption, they promise too much. When they presume to do God's work, they do not become divine but diabolical."22  
As of December 2009, Leonardo Boff, the Marxist ex-priest once silenced by the Church, remained the only person identified by the Earth Charter Initiative as being "Roman Catholic" among members of their council, advisors, or commissioners. The Initiative's website continues to refer to Boff as an "internationally recognized Roman Catholic theologian" and "a leader of the liberation theology movement."20  
Notes
20http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/pages/Commissioners.html. Accessed December 6, 2009.
22Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, "RELATIVISM: THE CENTRAL PROBLEM FOR FAITH TODAY." Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, gave this address during the meeting of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith with the presidents of the Doctrinal Commissions of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America, held in Guadalajara, Mexico, in May 1996. 

Ex-priest Leonardo Boff (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_Boff) welcomed Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ which has been heavily criticized by conservative theologians, Bishops and Cardinals.
He is a dissident, banned theologian and a disobedient and disloyal Catholic who is not in union with Rome but still illicitly and invalidly continues to confer the Holy Sacraments of the Church despite his having chosen to laicize himself rather than accept papal authority.

When a Pope is lauded by one’s leading moral and theological opponents, as we find Mr. Leonardo Boff in the case of the already highly controversial Francis, something is very, very seriously amiss.
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