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                                                                                 MARCH 7, 2017
    Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
45-CRITICISM OF TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS ORDERS AND THE TRIDENTINE MASS
In the matter of Pope Francis, this ministry did something it had never done before: criticize the reigning Pontiff; the first article in the series (see list at the end of the present file) was written just two weeks (which was a mighty risk to take; one person has complained to the Bishops that I am a heretic) after Bergoglio’s installation, and that was after we got our letters of appeal translated into Spanish by two concerned Catholics, one from Mumbai, and sent them to the Pope:

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01-WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01-WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_MAUNDY_THURSDAY.doc
As the reader will note from the list of files, this ministry has been fairly up-to-date in the ministry of warning Catholics about Pope Francis. There are now an unprecedented almost 80 files on this ministry’s web site cataloguing the destructive words and actions of our Pope since the day he assumed office. There are of course several issues that we have not yet documented, not because we deemed them insignificant, but because of the sheer unmanageable tsunami of Francis-related information pouring into our mail boxes on an hourly basis (and also because this ministry writes on Catholic issues other than Pope Francis). But, we shall try to keep up best as we can. -Michael

On March 1, 2017, Pete Baklinski of LifeSiteNews wrote
 this concerning Pope Francis: 
“He has denounced “restorationist” orders bursting with young people and has destroyed
 (see also page 2 of the present file) one traditional order.

He has resisted the traditional Latin mass and called the young people who love it “rigid”.”
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/they-gave-pope-francis-four-years-to-make-the-church-over-again.-heres-how
We will now examine some (there’s plenty) evidence of those charges.

1. Pope Francis denounces ‘restorationist’ orders bursting with young people

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-denounces-traditional-orders-bursting-with-young-people
By Pete Baklinski, Rome, February 9, 2017
Pope Francis has stated that the rise of new religious institutes that attract numerous religious vocations
 “worries” him because they often promote “rigidity.” Francis denounced new traditional religious orders as “Pelagians,” who want a return to asceticism and penance.

In an obvious reference to the Legionaries of Christ, he called young people in traditional orders “soldiers who seem ready to do anything for the defense of faith and morality, and then some scandal emerges involving the founder [male or female].” 

“So, do not put hope in the sudden, mass blooming of these Institutes,” he added. 

“When they tell me that there is a congregation that draws so many vocations, I must confess that I worry,” he said during the closed-door meeting with 140 Superiors General of male religious orders and congregations that took place November 25. The transcript of the unscheduled Q&A was published this week by the leading Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera.

Asked about how to fire the hearts of young people for the cause of the Gospel, the pope turned his focus to the training of “seminarians and future priests.”

Francis said that in priests’ training the “logic of black and white” that “can lead to abstract casuistry” must be avoided. 

“Discernment, meanwhile, means moving forward through the gray of life according to the will of God. And the will of God is to be sought according to the true doctrine of the Gospel and not in the rigidity of an abstract doctrine,” he said. 

Asked what should be done about the plummeting number of vocations to the priesthood, the pope said that while the decline “worries me” he is also worried about the rise of new traditional religious orders.

“Some are, I might say, ‘restorationist’: they seem to offer security but instead give only rigidity,” he said. 

“When they tell me that there is a Congregation that draws so many vocations, I must confess that I worry. The Spirit does not follow the logic of human success: it works in another way. But they tell me that there are so many young people prepared to do anything, who pray a great deal, who are truly faithful. And I say to myself: ‘Wonderful: we will see if it is the Lord!’”

Traditional orders do not simply worry Pope Francis. Within months of becoming pope in March 2013, Francis moved quickly to utterly dismantle the flourishing Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate. The order, which encouraged the Latin Mass, was one of the most faithful of all of the new Catholic religious orders, especially in regard to their pro-life commitment. The move stunned faithful Catholics. 

In 2015 the pope warned bishops against ordaining “traditionalist” seminarians, stating that doing so was like placing a “mortgage on the Church.” 

In 2012 under Benedict XVI, the Vatican was in the process of reforming the umbrella group of American nuns and sisters for their “secularist mentality [and] 'feminist' spirit.” After Francis took over the reins of the Church, that process concluded by offering the nuns’ group a “positive message.”

During the November Q&A Francis also admitted that there is “corruption in the Vatican” but he is nevertheless “at peace” by the “grace of God.”

2. Confusion as faithful Catholic order is brutally disciplined while dissidents left to fester 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/confusion-as-faithful-catholic-order-is-brutally-disciplined-while-dissiden
By John-Henry Westen, December 23, 2013

Among the most faithful of all of the new Catholic religious orders, especially in regard to their pro-life commitment, was an order known as the Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate (FFI). They were made a pontifical institute of religious life by His Holiness John Paul II in January 1, 1998. The order has thrived and been considered stellar in its evangelization efforts. However, recent actions by the Vatican against the order have generated a firestorm of controversy and confusion about what priority the Church is now giving to the fidelity of religious orders to all Church teachings. Many pro-life Catholic fans of the order are reeling from what has been done to the order in just the past few months.

Most Americans are familiar with the many religious orders of sisters who have sided with President Obama against the Bishops of the United States. Some will remember that under Pope Benedict an investigation into such dissident nuns was undertaken with a good start but eventually little result and hardly any discipline meted out whatsoever. Catholics have been pleading for decades for Vatican intervention to halt the decline of many of these orders into New Age, lesbian, pro-abortion and otherwise out-of-control, anti-Catholic behaviour that has had serious negative effects on the Church and a catastrophic vocations drop-off.

On the other hand, there have been relatively unknown faithful orders growing in the Church, with seminaries and convents bursting at the seams with new applicants, having to turn many away because of overcrowding. These orders have been attracting the large numbers of young men and women with callings who have been repelled by the infidelities and chaos in most of the older, mainstream orders.

The FFI has been considered one of the very best of these astonishingly thriving new orders. The FFI were very traditional to be sure, even encouraging the Latin Mass and all that, but they were known to be teachers of the faith on the Culture of Life par excellence - unwavering in their adherence to the truths of life and family.

However, an internal dispute in the order around the use of the traditional Latin Mass has ended up in one of the most severe disciplines against any order that many can ever recall seeing in their lifetimes. While religious orders (for example, the Jesuits) riddled with major, in-your-face dissent, sexual abuse, rampant homosexuality and more for decades remain still comparatively untouched by Church authorities, the FFI have been ruthlessly dismantled in a period of just several months.

The controversy began in July when Pope Francis named Capuchin Fr. Fidenzio Volpi as Commissioner of the order, displacing the founder at least temporarily and also simultaneously forbidding the friars from celebrating the Latin Mass (known as the Extraordinary Form).

From there things got worse quickly.

As the Associated Press reported earlier this month, Fr. Volpi issued “a series of sanctions in the name of the pope that have stunned observers for their seeming severity.” Reports AP, Fr. Volpi:

-Sent their founder, the Rev. Stefano Maria Manelli, to live in a religious home while he set about turning the order around.

-He closed the friars' seminary and sent its students to other religious universities in Rome.

-He suspended the activities of the friars' lay movement.

-He suspended ordinations of new priests for a year 

-and required future priests to formally accept the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and its new liturgy or be kicked out.

-And he decreed that current priests must commit themselves in writing to following the existing mission of the order.

AP’s Nicole Winfield notes “The sanctions seem harsh when compared to recent actions taken by the Vatican against other much larger religious orders or groups found to have doctrinal or other problems, such as the Holy See's crackdown on social justice-minded American nuns or the Vatican's reform efforts of the disgraced Legion of Christ. In both cases, a papal envoy was named to rewrite constitutions or statutes and oversee reforms, but Volpi's actions with the Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate would appear to go much further.”

Traditional Catholics have sounded the alarm. A petition by Italy’s famed Catholic Professor Roberto de Mattei has over 5000 signatures. In America, the traditional blog Rorate Caeli has been following the case closely with the most up-to-date information in English.

However, it is not only ‘traditionalist’ Catholics that have sounded the alarm. Last week, the EWTN-owned National Catholic Register, published a plea to Pope Francis for help. Written by Pat Archbold known for his popular Catholic blog Creative Minority Report, the appeal to Pope Francis Archbold details the above discipline on the order.

Archbold reminds Pope Francis of the Holy Father’s own words about being lenient with religious orders which make mistakes, and urging them to move forward nevertheless.

Archbold adds: “Fr. Volpi himself has stated, in response to criticism, that the reason for such draconian and disproportionate measures is that ‘the founder and ex- Minister General, Father Stefano Maria Manelli, in January 2012, had already evaded constructive dialogue with the religious who had complained of a crypto-lefebvrian and definitely traditionalist drift.’"

Says Archbold:

Crypto-lefebrvrianism? A traditionalist drift?

Dear Holy Father, is faithful traditionalism within the Church now a crime? Is becoming more traditional a sign of deficiency within an order? Holy Father, that cannot be!

Perhaps the FFI did not manage this transition as well as one would hope, but certainly this response is disproportionate and wildly severe.

Holy Father, perhaps the FFI has made some mistakes, but why are they being prevented from moving forward?

I cannot believe that you know the full detail of what is occurring. Holy Father, if these draconian and disproportionate actions of Fr. Volpi are allowed to stand, I fear that one message will be loud and clear:

Faithful Catholic traditionalists no longer have a place in the Church.

Holy Father, I do not believe for one second that this is the message you intend to send.

Please Holy Father, please help.

In the meantime, religious orders in the world must be considering what their direction should be under the current circumstances. Under Pope Benedict, there was encouragement to give respectful attention to long-standing Church traditions, including the Extraordinary Form, and also to place emphasis on the Church’s authentic moral teachings, an emphasis lacking in much of the Church for the past several decades.

Now, especially in the thriving new orders, all growing almost entirely because of their consistent emphasis on joyful faithfulness to all Church teachings, there has to be anxiety as to how Rome sees them and what might be expected in the years ahead. Whether intentionally or not, the FFI have been made a very blunt example to all – but to what end is not exactly clear.

3. Was Pope Francis warning against bishops ordaining ‘traditionalist’ seminarians?

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/was-pope-francis-warning-against-bishops-ordaining-traditionalist-seminaria
By John-Henry Westen, Rome, February 20, 2015

In comments to Roman clergy yesterday Pope Francis referred to cases that “happen often” where bishops have accepted “traditionalist” seminarians who were rejected by other dioceses. Because “they presented themselves very well, very devout,” said the pope, the bishops failed to find out information about them, and they were later found to have “psychological and moral problems." Ordaining such seminarians, said the pontiff, is like placing a “mortgage on the Church.”

The comments came in a meeting with Roman clergy that, in order to be allowed to flow freely, Pope Francis asked not to be televised. However, Rome’s Zenit News Agency, with close ties to the Vatican, constructed a report of the proceedings based on interviews with priests, some of whom had audio recordings of the pope’s remarks.

While, according to the Zenit report, the pope only raised the negative assessment of ‘traditionalist’ seminarians using their piety as a cover for psychological and moral problems, liberal clerics too have exhibited such problems. Nevertheless, liberal Catholics have gleefully taken up Pope Francis’ words as a prescription to avoid traditional seminarians.

The pope’s negative reference to “traditionalists” is not new.  He used the term in his closing address to the Synod Fathers gathered in the Vatican for last October’s explosive Extraordinary Synod on the Family.  In comments widely interpreted as referring to Cardinal Raymond Burke and other cardinals at the Synod who fought to maintain the teaching of the Church on homosexuality and Holy Communion, Pope Francis spoke of the temptation of “traditionalists” with their “hostile inflexibility,” and their failure to allow themselves to be “surprised by God.”
In the meeting with clergy Thursday, the pope also spoke of the mistaken notion of a “reform of the reform,” referring to the desire and work of many faithful, both lay and clerical, to work toward restoring some of the dignity of the Catholic liturgy that was lost with abuses stemming from reforms of the Second Vatican Council. Pope Francis said that some of those promoting the “reform of the reform” are “saints” and acting “in good faith,” but they are nevertheless “mistaken.”

While the ordaining of elsewhere-rejected traditionalist clergy might occur on occasion, the rejection of orthodox candidates to the priesthood was frequent enough to be put into a book. The 2002 book Goodbye, Good Men by Michael Rose revealed that homosexuals and their radical feminist supporters in seminaries and chancery offices have created a “lavender mafia” or homosexual underground.

For many years in many seminaries, reported Rose, only those sympathetic to the cause of the sexual revolution made it past these gatekeepers. Those men who applied to seminaries who upheld the teachings of the Catholic religion - especially believing homosexual acts are gravely sinful and the homosexual inclination is intrinsically disordered - were systematically excluded.

The recent sexual scandals of high-ranking clergy have also painted a rather different picture of the type of prelate who has “psychological and moral problems.”

The quintessential example of a liberal bishop with psychological and moral problems was Milwaukee Archbishop Rembert Weakland. Throughout his 25 years as a powerful bishop in the United States he created havoc for faithful Catholics. In 2009, he admitted in an autobiography that he was an active homosexual.

At the time, Rose said Weakland’s revelation was not surprising at all. “What is most disappointing,” he told LifeSiteNews then, “is that his sexual perversions and obsessions colored the way he led the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, turning it during his long tenure there into a bastion of liberalism that encouraged dissent from the teachings of the Church on sexual issues and a host of others. Gay ministry and radical feminism were welcome while orthodoxy was maligned.”

In addition to a false liberal vision of the Church, Archbishop Weakland supported and failed to discipline dissident left-leaning clergy who distorted the faith. One such Catholic leader, Daniel Maguire, was a tenured professor at the Jesuit Catholic Marquette University in Milwaukee and is renowned for his effort to show that the Catholic faith justifies abortion.

During his episcopal career, Weakland held a variety of key positions in the US hierarchy, including chairman of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops’ ad hoc Committee on Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy. 
As a liturgical expert and musician, he was a leading figure in the US Church’s ruling liberal elite that worked to suppress traditional forms of music and liturgy.

8 of 37 readers’ comments
1. To answer the question posed in your headline … YES

2. Franciscus! Quo vadis? (Where are you going?)

3. I remember Dietrich von Hildebrand noting (I forget exactly where) that one of the problems with the New Mass is that, unlike the traditional liturgy, it wasn't developed by "religiosi homini" (my Latin is probably off) or truly devout, saintly men, with a strong sense of the Catholic faith. His point is undoubtedly correct.
4. Fr. Anthony Hannon: We are a Church divided. It is very sad, but true. Just look at the trouble Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco is facing. It seems that orthodox traditional Catholics are being pushed to the margins; the real marginalized not only in the world but perhaps even in the Church. 
Two passages of the Word of God come to mind:
Luke 18:8b: "... when the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?” and Luke 6:22-23, 26: “Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, on account of the Son of man! Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets... Woe to you, when all men speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets."
Hang tight, faithful, orthodox, traditional Catholics. The sea is rough right now, but the Barque of Peter will not sink. Pray for Pope Francis now more than ever.
5. So faithfulness and orthodoxy count as "hostile inflexibility" in this Pope's mind. He made me nervous from the start, but now he scares me. Is he suggesting that the seminaries should go back to accepting only perverts and modernists? Is he liable to try to outlaw the ancient Latin Mass? What next? He needs prayer.
6. What is going on in Rome? Why does it seem that Pope Francis is persecuting traditional seminaries who have the most vocations, unlike the ''liberal ones'' that are dying? Traditional religious orders transmit our Faith as taught from time immemorial. Attending some of the Novus ordo masses is a ''major penance''. Everything goes; there is no conformity nor adherence to what the Church allows. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, how I miss you.

7. Because he is a heretic and not really a Catholic. It is time for the bishops to draw up a list of his heresies and demand that he recant every one of them in public. If they don't that, our bishops are useless cowards.

8. Before Pope Francis, more efforts were being taken to make sure that those entering the seminaries were being taught the true Magisterium of the Holy Mother Church. It is obvious that those the Pope has elevated to Cardinals will not be overseeing that this important effort will continue.

4. Cardinal Burke responds to Pope Francis: The Latin Mass ‘is no exception’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-burke-responds-to-pope-francis-latin-mass-is-no-exception-summorum
By Claire Chretien, November 30, 2016
Cardinal Raymond Burke defended the Extraordinary Form of the Mass as on equal footing with the Ordinary Form after Pope Francis described the former as an "exception" and said his predecessor's freeing up of its availability was "magnanimous."

Speaking to La Fede Quotidiana, Burke, the former Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura--the Vatican's highest court--said the Church's traditional, pre-Vatican II rite "is no exception."

"It is the Mass of the Church of all times and therefore it cannot be overthrown and has equal dignity," said Burke. "For the rest, the motu proprio of Pope Benedict XVI is sufficient. It is unambiguous."

Pope Benedict XVI's motu proprio Summorum Pontificum clarified the right of priests to offer the Traditional Latin Mass without having to request permission from his bishop. 

"There is no contradiction between the two editions of the Roman Missal," the pope emeritus wrote, and both rites are permitted.

However, Pope Francis said this was a "fair and magnanimous gesture to meet a certain mentality of some groups and people who had nostalgia. ... But it is an exception." 

In the same interview, the pontiff criticized the "rigidity" [see below] of youth who are attached to the Traditional Latin Mass.

Burke is one of the most well-known defenders of life, marriage, and Catholic orthodoxy. He is the patron of the Sovereign Order of Malta and one of the signers of a recent formal request for moral clarity on Amoris Laetitia from Pope Francis.

11 of 50 readers’ comments
1. The current pope seems to know so little and also seems to enjoy belittling everything he doesn't agree with.

2. A disaster of a Pope!

3. Padre Pio obtained permission to NEVER have to celebrate the Novus Ordo! Bergoglio just trashed and denigrated Traditional Mass-loving, orthodox Catholics very cruelly.
4. While I sincerely appreciate the Cardinal's defense of the Latin Mass, I cannot agree that it is on equal footing to the Novus Ordo. The Traditional Latin Mass far exceeds all aspects of the Novus Ord. The design of the Novus Ordo was to purposefully eliminate the TLM and therefore cannot be its equal. Period!

5. And the battle heats up as Cardinal Burke 'corrects' the Pope's false take on the TLM. Cardinal Burke is NOT backing down! Thank you Lord, for Cardinal. Burke!!!
6. Since Pope Francis keeps attributing love of the Extraordinary Form of the Mass to "nostalgia," how does he account for all those young people who love the Extraordinary Form and yet were born after it was no longer being used? How does one have nostalgia for something one has never experienced? (Reincarnation, perhaps?) These young people see the Extraordinary Form as something new, fresh, and exciting. It's Pope Francis who seems to be rigid and nostalgic for his own youthful days of rebellion.

7. My family and I (8 of us) fully support Cardinal Burke and his confreres in their actions. We feel that we may have to go to PPX Mass and then receive Holy Communion at our local parish. The Holy Mass at most parishes seems to have taken on the shades of a production focused on the celebrant, the far-too-many people on the altar, the music, and non-relevant homilies. This is driving people AWAY not attracting them. I will never abandon my faith, but I beg that PPX be welcomed back to our church so that we may keep what we hold sacred. NOT nostalgia as SIX of our 8 family were not even born at the time and are 13 to 34 respectively. Two are converts.

8. It is frightening for this Pope to say that anyone who has an attachment to the traditional mass is rigid. Doesn't he realize the countless Saints that he is tarring with that brush?

9. We are not comprehending the use of the words Extraordinary and Ordinary properly when it comes to the Mass. Here's a Q&A from Catholic.com that might help.

"What do the terms "Ordinary Form" and "Extraordinary Form" mean?
For a long time, people referred to the new liturgy (or the Missal of 1970) as the "new rite" and the older liturgy (the most recent version of which is the Missal of 1962) as the "old rite." In his July 7, 2007 letter to bishops, Pope Benedict XVI said that we should instead think of these Missals as being two forms of a single Roman rite, rather than as two separate rites. Thus he prefers that instead of "new rite" and "old rite," we say "Ordinary Form" (his name for the Missal of 1970, or Novus Ordo Missae) and "Extraordinary Form" (the Missal of 1962, or the traditional Latin Mass).

Cardinal Burke deserves the utmost in respect for having the courage to point out the glaring errors from the Holy Father, and doing so in a way that is respectful and keeps to the duties of his office as Cardinal. He is merely asking the Holy Father for clarification on some of his many confusing statements, while informing him that he is insulting and attacking a large number of Catholics who attend the Tridentine service. The Holy Father's responses show that he has no regard for these people, and has no understanding of the Church's liturgical history. These are unprovoked attacks since the majority of these people love the Catholic Church and all Her Magisterial teachings, including respect for the Office of the Papacy.

10. The old form should never have been called "extraordinary." Have you ever considered how ridiculous this is?

11. Someone like Bergoglio should never have been allowed to become a Pope.

5. Pope Francis on the young who like Latin Mass: ‘Why so much rigidity?’
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-blasts-rigid-young-catholics-who-like-the-latin-mass
By Claire Chretien, November 11, 2016
In a new interview, Pope Francis criticized the "rigidity" of young people who are attached to the Traditional Latin Mass.

"I always try to understand what's behind people who are too young to have experienced the pre-conciliar liturgy and yet still they want it," the pontiff said. "Sometimes I found myself confronted with a very strict person, with an attitude of rigidity. And I ask myself: Why so much rigidity? Dig, dig, this rigidity always hides something, insecurity or even something else. Rigidity is defensive. True love is not rigid."

Pope Francis frequently criticizes faithful Catholics using this type of rhetoric. He has blasted the "excessive rigidity" of Catholics who believe in moral absolutes. 

“Traditionalists” with their “hostile inflexibility,” fail to allow themselves to be “surprised by God,” he said in 2014.

In the same interview, Pope Francis said Vatican II's major liturgical changes "should carry on as they are." 

"To speak of the 'reform of the reform' is a mistake," he said.

The "reform of the reform" is an expression inspired by Pope Benedict XVI to refer to a reform of the post-Vatican II liturgy that would make it more closely aligned with Catholic liturgical tradition.

Following the Second Vatican Council, it was widely and errantly believed that the Old Rite of the Mass had been abolished or forbidden. In his motu proprio Summorum Pontificum, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI clarified that both the Ordinary Form (post-Vatican II Mass) and Extraordinary Form (Mass according to the 1962 missal) of the liturgy are permitted and "there is no contradiction between the two editions of the Roman Missal."

"In the history of the liturgy there is growth and progress, but no rupture," Pope Benedict wrote. "What earlier generations held as sacred, remains sacred and great for us too, and it cannot be all of a sudden entirely forbidden or even considered harmful."

In the new interview, however, Francis describes Benedict's actions as an "exception" that was "magnanimous."

Pope Benedict extended a "fair and magnanimous gesture to meet a certain mentality of some groups and people who had nostalgia. ... But it is an exception," Pope Francis said.

In an essay on why she likes the Traditional Latin Mass, teenaged Anya Proctor wrote that she was driven to it by "weird" homilies about "other religions, the gospel of Judas, funny stories in the newspaper, irrelevant anecdotes, and even blatant heresies" and "a priest using props on the altar to demonstrate his homily—as if we were all five-year-olds."

At the Traditional Latin Mass, "I came to know God," Proctor continued. "I got to fully experience Christ Incarnate in flesh and blood, on my knees, deep in silence and prayer — to meditate on his union with me as he was placed reverently on my tongue by his holy servant. I closed my eyes when I received Jesus. I felt physically, spiritually, and emotionally transformed. Many times in the Cathedral, tears have come to me as I have prayed and focused on Jesus’s love and sacrifice for me."

"Mass is not intended to celebrate people," Proctor wrote. "That’s for luncheons, birthday parties, and maybe youth groups—but not Mass. The Mass is for the Lord. The Mass is where the priest is so reverent he faces the Lord, not the people, so that they don’t focus on him, but only on Christ."

Juventutem ("youth" in Latin), an international federation of young people who attend and promote the Extraordinary Form of the Mass, has chapters around the world. 

"We are a group of Catholic young adults who seek to implement Summorum Pontificum in the Archdiocese of Washington," Juventutem's Washington, DC chapter explains. "We love the traditional Roman liturgy and seek to share it with the Church and the world. Come pray with us!"

Juventutem's Boston chapter "promotes the sanctification of youth by means of the traditions of the Catholic Church, faithful to the Church’s teaching and her authorities, and in spiritual union with those young people throughout the world who share our aspirations...Juventutem Boston also dedicates itself to an intercessory apostolate, praying with and for our Bishops and Priests in union with His Holiness Pope Francis."

Six hundred young adults attended traditional liturgies at World Youth Day this year.

2 of 194 readers’ comments
1. I'm bi-liturgical: I accept that both forms of the Mass (new and traditional) are valid, the new more accessible, the traditional more beautiful.

On Popes that can't stand that there could be some people who love the traditional Latin Mass for its beauty and sense of the sacred: "Why so much authoritarian rigidity?"

2. You're not bi-liturgical. You're Catholic. Of course both forms are valid.
*
A God of Surprises: Pope’s confusing ‘progressive’ vs ‘traditionalist’ calculus
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/a-god-of-surprises-popes-confusing-progressive-vs-traditionalist-calculus 
By John-Henry Westen, October 21, 2014 
What an unbelievable two weeks! The activity, excitement and gravity of the Synod on the Family in the Vatican are difficult to absorb and will go down in the annals of history as a monumental time, akin to those of times of crisis in the Church and with heroic men and women of yesteryear such as St. Catherine of Sienna and St. Athanasius reappearing today with different manifestations but the same spirit.

The Synod saw an historic public calling out of the pope himself by one of the Church’s highest-ranking Cardinals. Convicted that the pope’s silence in light of the confusion generated by the controversial mid-term report was harming the faith, Cardinal Raymond Burke said a public defense of the Church’s teaching by the pope was “long overdue.”  Burke told Catholic World Report, “The faithful and their good shepherds are looking to the Vicar of Christ for the confirmation of the Catholic faith and practice regarding marriage.”

Days later the Cardinal repeated the sentiment to Buzzfeed noting that the pope’s “lack of clarity about the matter has certainly done a lot of harm.”

In his closing address to the Synod Fathers gathered in the Vatican Saturday, Pope Francis offered a perplexing vision.  In comments widely interpreted as referring to Cardinal Raymond Burke and other Cardinals at the Synod who fought to maintain the teaching of the Church on homosexuality and Holy Communion, Pope Francis spoke of the temptation of “traditionalists” with their “hostile inflexibility,” and their failure to allow themselves to be “surprised by God.”
The pope tried to paint for himself a middle ground between that which he perceived as “hostile inflexibility” and on the other hand the “temptation to a destructive tendency to goodness” which he called characteristic of “progressives and liberals.” Their problem, he said, was “that in the name of a deceptive mercy binds the wounds without first curing them and treating them; that treats the symptoms and not the causes and the roots.”

Those aspects, he said caused “moments of desolation, of tensions and temptations” during the Synod.

While it is clear that he was referring to Cardinal Burke and others at the Synod as the ‘traditionalists’ it is less clear to whom he was referring when speaking of ‘progressives and liberals’.  While Cardinal Walter Kasper would seem the natural choice, the pope’s own vehement praise, support and promotion of Cardinal Kasper as part of the Synod and its initiation makes one doubt Pope Francis would be including Kasper in the overly progressive camp.

An Italian journalist (h/t Rorate Caeli) aptly summarized the pope’s problematic calculus in this way:

2 + 2 = 4 (too rigid)
2 + 2 = 6 (too lax)
2 + 2 = 5 (aaah, perfect!)

To paint Cardinal Burke and others of his mindset as lacking in mercy, of laying “unbearable burdens”, of casting stones at sinners and the weak is a gross misunderstanding.  Cardinal Burke is a man of great generosity and warmth, of humility and love and mercy.

In taking up his so-called ‘hard’ positions on homosexuality and Communion, he does these things animated by love, driven by true concern, and a willingness to accept the condemnation of the world (and his confreres) for the sake of his love for Christ in the Eucharist and indeed the souls of those he would refuse Communion.

Take for instance one of Cardinal Burke’s most well-known controversies, his insistence that pro-abortion Catholic politicians must be denied Communion.  Whereas Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl, who was appointed by Pope Francis to the Congregation for Bishops after Cardinal Burke was removed from it, has railed against ever denying Communion, Cardinal Burke has insisted upon it -- for the sake of love and mercy. 

Recalling both the reality of the Eucharist and St. Paul’s admonition that those who receive unworthily eat condemnation to themselves, Cardinal Burke has explained his position as one of love and mercy noting, that pro-abortion politicians have to answer to God for their crimes, “but why through our pastoral negligence add on to that, that they have to answer to God for who knows how many unworthy receptions of Holy Communion?"

It’s the same for Cardinal Burke’s ‘hard’ stance regarding homosexuality. As he explained in a recent interview with Buzzfeed: “out of her love for the person who’s involved in sinful acts, (the Church) calls the person to conversion, in a loving way, but obviously, like a father or mother in a family, in a firm way for the person’s own good.”

Despite all of the heated debate inside and outside the Synod hall, the pope suggests that what took place is all fine and good. “Many commentators, or people who talk, have imagined that they see a disputatious Church where one part is against the other, doubting even the Holy Spirit, the true promoter and guarantor of the unity and harmony of the Church,” said Pope Francis in his closing remarks.  He noted that he, as pope was the guarantee of unity and that all should be accepted with tranquility.

All that transpired in the Synod Hall he said, was done, “without ever putting into question the fundamental truths of the Sacrament of marriage: the indissolubility, the unity, the faithfulness, the fruitfulness, that openness to life.”

Various Cardinals who spoke out against the proceedings, however, did not share that view.

One of Pope Francis’ own top advisors, Australian Cardinal George Pell noted that the proposal of giving Communion to divorced and remarried couples was supported by “very few, certainly not the majority of the synod fathers,” adding “it’s only at the tip of the iceberg. It’s a stalking horse. They want wider changes: recognition of civil unions, recognition of homosexual unions.”

South African Cardinal Wilfred Napier was so perturbed by the mid-term report he lamented that the Synod was “working from a position that is virtually irredeemable.” The Synod’s Polish representative, Archbishop Stanislaw Gądecki of Poznań, said it departed from the teaching of Pope St. John Paul II.  Latvian Archbishop Zbigniew Stankiewicz said the document risks “dancing to the world’s music” and succumbing to secular influences. “The world truly does not need a counterfeit gospel,” he added.

In the end, the Synod on the Family forced the recognition of deep divisions within the Catholic Church’s leadership with respect to fundamental truths around human sexuality.  One of the biggest surprises was the formation of a loyal opposition of leaders of the Church willing to stick out their necks to defend the truth regardless of the price to be paid; the obvious leader of that group being Cardinal Raymond Burke.

Prior to this Synod, Cardinal Burke was relatively unknown beyond America’s culture war faithful, but now he has international recognition as a courageous and faithful Catholic leader ready to lay down his life, status and ranking to defend the truth in charity. 
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1. "The pope tried to paint for himself a middle ground between that which he perceived as “hostile inflexibility” and on the other hand the “temptation to a destructive tendency to goodness” which he called characteristic of “progressives and liberals."

BECAUSE YOU ARE NEITHER HOT NOR COLD I WILL VOMIT YOU OUT OF MY MOUTH!
2. Athanasius was hostile and inflexible.... John of the Cross. St. Peter.... St. Paul....
Pope: ‘Malicious resistance’ to my reforms that ‘takes refuge in traditions’ is from the devil
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-malicious-resistance-to-my-reforms-that-takes-refuge-in-traditions-is 
By Jan Bentz and Patrick B. Craine, December 22, 2016

Today, during his annual Christmas address to the Vatican’s top officials, Pope Francis laid out his vision for his ongoing reform of Vatican structures, while also mounting a brief but pointed critique of unnamed individuals who are “resisting” the reform.

Vatican watchers were paying close attention to see how the pope would address the ongoing saga of the four Cardinals who are calling for clarity (the dubia*) on fundamental questions of conscience and morality in Amoris Laetitia.

But, in a tack similar to his treatment of Communion for the divorced and remarried in Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis approached the question of “resistance” in an ambiguous way, leaving it open to interpretation whether or not his sharpest words were directed at orthodox prelates defending the Church’s Tradition.

He said there are “good cases of resistance,” but also highlighted a form of “malicious resistance” that “takes refuge in traditions,” and which is inspired by the devil.

"There can be cases of open resistance, often born of goodwill and sincere dialogue, and cases of hidden resistance, born of fearful or hardened hearts content with the empty rhetoric of 'spiritual window-dressing’ typical of those who say they are ready for change, yet want everything to remain as it was before," he said, according to the Vatican’s translation.

“There are also cases of malicious resistance, which spring up in misguided minds and come to the fore when the devil inspires ill intentions (often cloaked in sheep’s clothing),” he said. “This last kind of resistance hides behind words of self-justification and often accusation; it takes refuge in traditions, appearances, formalities, in the familiar, or else in a desire to make everything personal, failing to distinguish between the act, the actor, and the action.”

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis has used the customary Christmas address to the curia as an opportunity to lay out his papal vision, while criticizing unnamed opponents. In 2014 he enumerated 15 “ailments” that plague the Vatican bureaucracy. In 2015, he spoke of the “sicknesses” that have befallen the Roman Curia. He added 12 “medicines” like gentleness, alertness, sobriety, and humility as antidotes for these sicknesses.

The 12 ‘guiding principles’ of Pope Francis’ reform
During this year’s address, he reflected on the underlying principles of the Vatican reform he is pursuing, emphasizing that it is ultimately about “conversion” rather than a “face lift,” with the goal of helping the Curia “conform ‘to the signs of the times’” so as to better promote the Gospel to the modern world.

“It isn’t wrinkles we need to worry about in the Church, but blemishes!” he said.

“The reform of the Curia is in no way implemented with a change of persons – something that certainly is happening and will continue to happen – but with a conversion in persons,” he said.

"Permanent formation is not enough; what we need also and above all is permanent conversion and purification.  Without a change of mentality, efforts at practical improvement will be in vain.”
Much of the Pope’s address focused on 12 “guiding principles” of the reform process: individual responsibility, pastoral concern, missionary spirit, clear organization, improved functioning, modernization, sobriety, subsidiarity, synodality, catholicity, professionalism, and gradualism.

For Pope Francis, “modernization” involves “an ability to interpret and attend to the ‘signs of the times.’” He explained that the Dicasteries of the Curia must work in a way that is more appropriate to the needs of the Universal Church.

Regarding professionalism, the Pope said the practice of “promoting to remove” (“promoveatur ut amoveatur”), in which someone is given a higher position to remove them from a difficult situation, is a “cancer” that must be eliminated.

Under “catholicity,” he called for a greater integration of women and lay people at the Vatican, including to leadership positions, as well an increasing attention to “multiculturalism” in hiring.

“It is fitting to provide for the hiring of greater numbers of the lay faithful, especially in those Dicasteries where they can be more competent than clerics or consecrated persons,” he said. “Also of great importance is an enhanced role for women and lay people in the life of the Church and their integration into roles of leadership in the Dicasteries, with particular attention to multiculturalism.” Lay employees, he said, should be “carefully selected on the basis of their unexceptionable spiritual and moral life and their professional competence.”

The inclusion of “gradualism” on the list is a matter of concern, given that it was a term used at the Synod on the Family to allow the gradual process of admitting people in irregular situations to Communion. In his Christmas address, he says that reforms can be approved as an experiment, but does not indicate what type of reform he has in mind. “Gradualism has to do with the necessary discernment entailed by historical processes, the passage of time and stages of development, assessment, correction, experimentation, and approvals ad experimentum.  In these cases, it is not a matter of indecision, but of the flexibility needed to be able to achieve a true reform.”
After listing his twelve “guiding principles,” Pope Francis went through a list of changes made to the Curia thus far.

Then at the end he handed out a Christmas gift: a book called Industriæ pro superioribus eiusdem Societatis, ad curandos animae morbos, which was written by the third general superior of the Jesuits and deals with the “illnesses of the soul.”

4 of 123 readers’ comments
1. Francis to me seems to take his Infallibility to mean anything I say is Truth and must be done. As Catholics what we want first and foremost for him is to stand up for Catholicism and the Infallibility of Christs words and Teachings it's not for him to think he can change 2000 years of unchanged tradition with a few words on some paper. Most Catholics (at least the faithful ones) would rather die bad Catholics than see him change what he now seems to demand as change. There is certainly going to be no letup in his seemingly dislike for the Traditional Faithful I find this very much of Protestant thinking and his high opinion of Luther. There is certainly going to be fierce opposition to anything this man says and if HE wants to be a Lutheran am sure not many would stand in his way.
2. I did notice that in "my" reforms Francis never seems to mention Jesus, Mary, the Angels, the Saints, prayer, love for God, truth, goodness, doing good and avoiding evil....he sounds like a progressive university professor trying to purge his department of all tradition and any trace of western civilization while giving his students the usual socialist party line.
3. Precisely. I've come to the conclusion that Pope Francis not only harbors a burning hatred for Catholic Tradition, but also a hatred for the Christian traditions of The West and Western civilization in general.

Using his Christmas message platform to call those who disagree with his so called reforms to be "of the devil" plunges his current Papacy into new and uncharted depths of pure hatred and evil. For sure, spreading good cheer and goodwill this Christmas season has gone right out the window at the Vatican

4. I always thought innovation, ambiguity & chaos were the work of the devil - certainly not Tradition.
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