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        MARCH 10, 2017

Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
48-THE SACRILEGIOUS PROFANATION OF SACRED SPACES IN ROME
In the matter of Pope Francis, this ministry did something it had never done before: criticize the reigning Pontiff; the first article in the series (see list at the end of the present file) was written just two weeks (which was a mighty risk to take; one person has complained to the Bishops that I am a heretic) after Bergoglio’s installation, and that was after we got our letters of appeal translated into Spanish by two concerned Catholics, one from Mumbai, and sent them to the Pope:

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01-WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01-WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_MAUNDY_THURSDAY.doc   
As the reader will note from the list of files, this ministry has been fairly up-to-date in the ministry of warning Catholics about Pope Francis. There are now an unprecedented almost 80 files on this ministry’s web site cataloguing the destructive words and actions of our Pope since the day he assumed office. There are of course several issues that we have not yet documented, not because we deemed them insignificant, but because of the sheer unmanageable tsunami of Francis-related information pouring into our mail boxes on an hourly basis (and also because this ministry writes on Catholic issues other than Pope Francis). But, we shall try to keep up best as we can. -Michael

On March 1, 2017, Pete Baklinski of LifeSiteNews wrote
 this concerning Pope Francis: 
1. He has allowed St. Peter’s Basilica, a sacred Church building, to be desecrated by an occult light show projected on its facade.

2 and 3. He has allowed the desecration of the Sistine Chapel by renting it out to the Porsche car company for a corporate event and has allowed it to be used as a venue for U2’s guitarist ‘The Edge.’
4. He has allowed sexually provocative dance troupes to perform on the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/they-gave-pope-francis-four-years-to-make-the-church-over-again.-heres-how
We will now examine some (there’s plenty) evidence of those charges.

1. On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, a New Age spectacle imposed on the Basilica of St. Peter the First Pope. 

Incidentally Pope Francis has a fairly long association with New Age issues and their practitioners
.
The growing number of articles on Pope Francis are simply the result of a growing number of statements and actions by him that have had to be reported on. –Steve Jalsevac, cofounder and managing editor, LifeSiteNews
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-climate-change-light-show-more-than-meets-the-eye in the comments section.
A. Vatican ‘climate change’ light show: More than meets the eye?

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-climate-change-light-show-more-than-meets-the-eye
By Pete Baklinski, December 15, 2015 – All emphases mine
Despite the striking imagery of last week’s “climate change” light show at the Vatican – its beautiful landscapes, colorful animals, birds, insects, flowers, and sea creatures – many will remember it as an offensive moment when the Vatican partnered with her enemies to use one of its greatest churches, on one of the Church’s greatest feast days, to broadcast a deeply-controversial political statement.

Yet in addition to this basic issue, there are also grave concerns to consider about the nature of the show’s content, and in particular, its apparent use of New Age spirituality.

When LifeSiteNews raised these concerns in previous articles, many were critical, and one writer at the (liberal pro-women’s ordination) National Catholic Reporter even took it as an occasion to charge us with being “only marginally less deranged” than Planned Parenthood murderer Robert Dear. [See The pagan plot at the Vatican? on page 6]
Many Catholic observers have argued – speciously, we think – that the show used Christian symbolism. Some have called the show “awesome” and others believe it employed “sound theology.” 
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And the theme of the light show was supposed to be “Climate Change”!
Yet those same symbols that could be taken as Christian also have New Age and even demonic significance. Given that the show’s creators have explicitly highlighted the New Age influence, we believe that interpretation for these symbols is vastly more plausible.

‘We have Gaia, and Aya, and Mother Earth appears’
When LifeSiteNews first reported (see page 7) about the Vatican show containing elements of “New Age symbolism associated with ancient pagan deities,” we did not pull this information out of a black hat, but sourced it from the creators of the show – the U.S.-based company Obscura Digital. 

Obscura Digital first unveiled the show’s prototype in New York on August 1 when it was projected onto the iconic Empire State Building. The message in both the New York and Vatican shows was the same: man-made climate change is destroying the planet, and along with it numerous animal species. The show’s creators called the New York venue a “warm-up act” for the Vatican.

When Obscura Digital ran this “warm-up act” in New York, they included images of pagan goddesses alongside those focusing on the beauty of creation or the plight of endangered animals.

“We have Gaia, and Aya, and Mother Earth appears,” said Travis Threlkel, founder and creative director of Obscura, in an August interview about the New York version of the show. The Greek pagan goddess Gaia is a Greek Mother Earth who has been appropriated by worshipers of nature. Aya is a Babylonian mother goddess associated with the rising sun and with sexual love. 

The artist who created these goddess images, “Android” Andrew Jones, said at that time that he wanted to depict Mother Earth in her “fiercest form” to draw attention to what might happen if people ignored the implications of climate change. Jones explained in an interview last month that he uses “psychedelic substances” (mind altering drugs) to help him portray the occult deities accurately. He said the deities are “actively involved, enrolled, and contributing” in guiding his hand as he makes the work. 

Among Jones’ creations for the New York show was an image of Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and destruction. Kali, who was depicted with a long blood red tongue and whose name means “the black one,” promises wealth to those who worship her by satiating her lust for blood by human sacrifice. Daily human sacrifices of young children were offered on her altars in India until 200 years ago. She has since been culturally appropriated by New Age spirituality as a kind of Mother Earth goddess. 

‘A spirituality that supposedly will save the planet’
Obscura did not include any explicit images of pagan deities in the Vatican show, but observers with knowledge of New Age spirituality nevertheless detected its influence in the show’s images and sequences.

Canadian Catholic artist and novelist Michael O’Brien, for example, criticized the show for offering a spiritual vision devoid of Christianity.

“The underlying ethos was incomplete to say the least,” he told LifeSiteNews.  

The tableau was implicitly religious, offering a spirituality that supposedly will save the planet, as if to say that here is the ‘woman’ (mother earth, the goddess Gaia) to whom we owe reverence, if not worship. It is therefore particularly disturbing that the event was planned for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the Church's foremost feast of the true Woman, the Mother of all Peoples.”

O’Brien said that the show appears to indicate the “Church's solidarity with concerns over the environment and the condition of select portions of mankind, but criticized a form of “inculturation” where the evangelist “loses the vision of his identity and missionary purpose as a bearer of the one true Light that will save the world.”

“Wherever prudence and clarity are lacking, inculturation easily mutates into assimilation by paganism,” he said.

Prolific Catholic writer Fr. George Rutler has also expressed concern about such an event about science that may have “become a religion” being projected onto St. Peters on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Rutler writes in Crisis Magazine,

So it was perplexing, that on the recent Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the feast itself was upstaged by an unprecedented light show cast on the façade of St. Peter’s Basilica, sponsored by the World Bank Group, an environmental foundation called Okeanos, and Vulcan, Inc., a Seattle-based private company dedicated to exposing “sins against the climate.” Sins? These interests may have good intentions, but the parameters of banking and business and academe do not include imputing sin. There may be offenses and even crimes against the balance of the ecosystem, but not sins, unless science really has become a religion. The irony is that many who impute sins to those who disrupt the balance of nature, also defend and promote unnatural acts among humans. Although the Immaculate Conception was neglected in the New Age light show with its flying birds and leaping porpoises, it is consoling to remember that the Virgin Mary was completely free of sins against the climate and left this world without leaving any carbon footprint.

‘New Age and occult’?
Cornelia Ferreira, who holds a Master of Science degree and is an internationally-known writer, lecturer, and author of books and articles exposing the New Age Movement, took her analysis one step further than O’Brien, saying that in her opinion, the show is “definitely New Age and occult.”

“It's what is often used in mind-control theatre, opening people to occult influences,” she told LifeSiteNews. 

Ferreira said the show contains many “levels of meaning.” 

“There is the superficial level where one simply sees animals being projected onto a surface. But there is a deeper level when you look at who projected the show and what they used as their backdrop. And there is even a deeper level when you go into the strange symbolism and sequence of events that took place within the show.”

“Most people don’t go beyond the superficial level and are oblivious to the deeper meanings. But this does not mean that the deeper meanings do not influence them. Unfortunately, because of their open minds, they can be influenced all the more,” she said.  

Some commentators such as Elizabeth Scalia, editor-in-chief of Aleteia’s English edition, have suggested that elements in the show lend themselves to a Christian interpretation. For example, she wrote, “The projection began with images of white doves, a traditional symbol for the Holy Spirit. The first image was a peacock, a Christ-symbol.”

But Ferreira said that it would be “naive” to ignore all of the occult signs and symbols that appear to have been deliberately inserted into the show by its creators.
“Right near the beginning of the show we see a huge sun rising over the entire front of St. Peter’s. This tells us who is in charge of the production, like credits rolling at the beginning of a film. In occult symbolism, the rising sun represents the ‘new day’ that is dawning upon the masses, a change of direction.” 

After the rising sun, the opening sequence, she noted, portrayed a rising moon that was eclipsed, followed by clouds and sky, then by water covering the basilica, and ending with burning candles. 

“They are showing the four elements that are worshipped by indigenous peoples [WARNING: occult material], namely earth — in this case the moon, another common element of pagan worship — air, as represented by the sky and clouds, then water, and finally fire.”

“It is a spirituality that has been taken over by the environmental movement, but which has its roots in indigenous and occult spirituality. These symbols are just another sign of who is running the show and what they truly worship,” she said. 

Ferreira said that given the deeper significances of the show she was not surprised to see animals projected that are not endangered species. 

“Some of the animals that were projected, such as the lion [WARNING: occult material] and the dolphin [WARNING: occult material] also have an occult significance in that they are commonly used as ‘spirit guides’ [WARNING: occult material] by occult practitioners. Bees [WARNING: occult material] are known to be very significant in occult thinking. Also butterflies [WARNING: occult material], which signify change, a powerful transformation. A swarm of bees was shown covering St. Peter’s, as well as hordes of butterflies covering the entire facade, at various points in the show.”

Ferreira also took notice of the soundtrack that accompanied the images. 

“The sound effects were typically New Age, with metallic harsh sounds, the tinkling of crystals, heavy breathing, and the eerie chanting of a female singer. The ambiance was heavy and dark. There were nightmare sounds. There was almost nothing here what you would call harmonic or tonal.”

She suggested that the light show could be seen to be an attempt to influence people to worship the earth as god instead of God, the creator of heaven and earth. Such shows, she said, are “being projected on buildings all over the world, and its creators make it clear that their goal is to ‘change consciousness and thinking.’”
Ferreira said the artistic medium of light and sound is the perfect catalyst for manipulating people. 

“The beautiful spectacle of lights and sound leads the viewers on a spiritual path that bypasses rational thinking and normal human judgment. Of course it’s all dressed up as ‘climate change,’ and ‘save the oceans,’ and ‘save the planet,’ and ‘save the animals,’ and that’s what’s so dangerous about it: People buy into it without realizing what they’re doing.”

‘Occult overtones’
Michael Hichborn of The Lepanto Institute, who has studied the occult for nearly 20 years, told LifeSiteNews that the show contained scenes and images that lend themselves to an occult interpretation, especially given the absence of the Christian cross — a key to Christian interpretation — in any part of the show. 

“Here's the problem: occult symbolism is designed to be just that... occult (hidden/secret).  Those who have eyes to see will understand what is dancing around in plain view, but those who don't believe that there is an occult will scoff,” he said. 

“Most people won't pick up on any occult symbolism regarding the presence of a butterfly. However, practitioners of occult mysticism know the meaning and place it among their artifacts with direct intent,” he said. 

Hichborn said he noticed a few scenes in the Vatican light show that lend themselves to an occult interpretation, the most obvious being the scene where halves of people’s faces were shown, with a focus on one human eye.

“The Eye of Horus (All-Seeing Eye, Eye of Providence, etc.) is the most prominent symbol of Freemasonry, the Illuminati, and black magic.  It all goes back to ancient Egyptian mythology regarding the Egyptian god Horus. Horus, according to myth, was the son of Osiris. Osiris was killed by Horus' brother Set, causing a long-standing war between the two. At one point, Set blinded Horus in one eye, but the eye was healed by Thoth. That eye then became a powerful magic symbol.”

“There is no Christian significance to such images. On the contrary, this is a very distinct reference to pagan Illuminism,” he said. 

In another scene involving large white doves, Hichborn noted how the birds weren’t flying forwards, but backwards. 

“Now, normally, the Holy Spirit is represented by a dove. However, in this show, we hear a crackle of electricity just before we see a dove in flight, flying backwards. Furthermore, the light goes up from below, not coming down from above, to reveal the dove flying backwards.”

Hichborn pointed out how the devil “likes to ape God,” but does so by “copying him in the reverse.” He noted how a Satanic mass is the reverse of a Catholic mass.

Faces, skeletons, strange symbols
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There are instances where human-like forms, totem-pole-like faces, and glowing eyes appear at various points within the light show. A few of these instances among many are showcased in the “highlights” video. Their significance may never be known, but the question remains why they were put into a show allegedly about depicting the beauty of the earth. 

Ferreira said there is so much happening in the show that it would take months to try to decode it all, and parts of it would still remain a mystery. Despite this, she said that God-fearing Christians do not need to know what all the signs and symbols mean to understand the larger picture of what is happening. 

Some critics of the show have speculated that the Vatican organized it without the pope’s knowledge, but that was contested by one of the creators. Louie Psihoyos, who curated the projection alongside Threlkel, said the show was personally “green lit” by Pope Francis and that the pope watched it from his balcony overlooking the square. Additionally, Threlkel said that the Vatican had “surprisingly minimal” input into its creation and that he “[could not] believe how supportive they’ve been.”

Click here to sign the petition to Vatican Archbishop Rino Fisichella expressing concerns about the use of St. Peter's for the climate change light show.
8 of 44 readers’ responses

1. It seems that the people and groups pushing this non-Catholic, or more accurately, anti-Catholic agenda believe that faithful Catholics will keep silent, either out of ignorance of what's taking place or out of fear of being ridiculed or disciplined. We are entering another crucial point in history where our Catholic faith is under attack from within as well as from the outside.

2. I nearly spit out my coffee/ fell off my chair twice as I read this. I had no intention of watching this light-show on YouTube or anywhere, but thanks to your article, I see that the Vatican has indeed been not only been infiltrated but...God forgive me ... is it even playing a role in softening us up for the One World Order/Religion?

If anyone still isn't up to speed with these phrases and images, and what they portend, it's high time to become acquainted with vigilantcitizen.com.

3. It's heresy and New Age spiritualism masked as climate change and environmental worship not much different from the Golden Calf.

4. This frightful exhibition smeared on the facade of St Peter's is Pope Francis'. He owns it.

5. Plain and simple, this display is sacrilegious. If Pope Francis put his stamp of approval on this (or any official in the Vatican), then the fate of souls of many will be on them.

6. Thank you LifeSiteNews for covering this story in depth. Many other services did not.
One has to have all the "knowledge" in order to know how best to serve our Lord.
7. Thanks for your hard work Steve and LSN staff. I really appreciate having a Catholic news source that understands where I'm coming from, I feel at home with your reporting. You do well to report the facts and show it from the perspective of the many of us struggling to raise Catholic families and how we are feeling unsupported and marginalised by the Church at large. You aren't hostile to the Holy Father, you just say it as it is and how so many of us see it. It's a little oasis. Many other Catholic news sites are completely blind to what is going on or else very hostile to Rome. Thanks again.
8. The peacock of vanity is a Christ symbol? Well, it really depends on who your "christ" is. Of course, we all know what this means and who is behind it. Do you think this could have happened without the approval of Francis himself, who just so happens to be leading the charge of the climate change religion
?

From link on page 2: What else but this could one expect from the rabidly liberal NCR which supports occultic eastern meditations and New Age alternative medicines (http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp090303.htm)?
The pagan plot at the Vatican?

https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/distinctly-catholic/pagan-plot-vatican
By Michael Sean Winters, December 10, 2015

Who would have thought that a light show could cause such a stir! Archbishop Rino Fisichella, who oversees the Council on the New Evangelization, made the decision to use the façade of St. Peter’s basilica as a projection screen for a show about “our common home,” as Pope Francis termed the earth and the environment in his encyclical (Laudato Si’*). The show was timed to coincide with the Paris climate change talks which continue to inch towards some hopeful agreement to reduce toxic emissions.

My colleague David Gibson at RNS has done most of the heavy lifting on the negative reactions, from traditionalist blog Rorate Caeli to the inimitable Fr. Zuhlsdorf. The charges against the show range from “sacrilege” to “profanation.” This sacred space, they argue, should not have been used to show images drawn from nature even though, obviously, the same God whom we worship inside the basilica is the Creator of all the images that were displayed in the show. Nor do I recall the critics raising any objection to what is, arguably, a true profanation of the façade of St. Peter’s, the name Borghese inscribed in large letters, a tribute to Pope Paul V who oversaw the construction of the façade. (The construction of the façade itself was a different kind of profanation, an architectural one, destroying Michelangelo’s original plan and obscuring the view of the dome from the square.)  
At LifeSiteNews the charge is deeper and darker than profanation. They discern a conspiracy at work. Pete Baklinski, pardon the expression, unearths connections that might be opaque to the rest of us. Did you know that the funding for this show came from some very shady sources? First there is the World Bank. Now, I have my issues with the World Bank, to be sure, but the idea that they represent a step towards “world government” is a bit odd when, in fact, the Bank works entirely through the nation-state system that predates it by a couple of centuries. There is worse. He writes:
Other partners include Vulcan Inc., a private company based out of Seattle, Washington, that “strives to create a new kind of future” by “upend[ing] conventional thinking.” The company was deliberately named after the Roman god Vulcan, the deity of destructive fire, whose earliest known shrine existed in Rome at the foot of the Capitoline Hill, close by the Vatican.
Ah-ha! Paganism! And paganism “close by the Vatican.” I have walked from the Vatican to the Capitoline Hill many times and I am not sure I would describe it as close, but never mind. The key is that this company “deliberately” named itself after a pagan deity. My friend drives a Saturn. I wonder if she is in on this anti-Christian conspiracy too!
LifeSiteNews is also upset that some of the artwork on the screen came from Andrew Jones who, according to Baklinski, dabbles in pagan deities and even mind-altering drugs to create his art. Even if this is true, I would suggest that Mozart is a great artist even though his morals were inexact, and Wagner wrote some great music even though he was an anti-Semitic nut. And I could watch Elizabeth Taylor in any movie, every night of the week, even though she had more husbands than Kim Davis.
Yesterday, Robert Dear, the man who shot three people at a Planned Parenthood Clinic, had his first day in court. His lawyer had trouble keeping him quiet as he announced he was a “warrior for the babies.” The man is clearly disturbed and, regrettably, pro-choice groups will try and make him the face of the pro-life movement throughout the coming trial. Regrettably, the editors at LifeSiteNews seem to be only marginally less deranged. The leaders of the pro-life movement need to think long and hard about how they proceed when that movement is so easily overtaken by people inclined to believe crazy conspiracy theories. It might have occurred to the people at LifeSiteNews that environmental degradation has its most immediate harmful effect on fetal life, that if our commitment to human life is indeed the “foundation” of Catholic morality, climate change threatens the whole neighborhood, and that Laudato Si’ is, by any fair reading, a profoundly pro-life text. Nah. Don’t ya know? It is all part of a pagan plot!
B. ‘Sacrilege’: Catholic leaders react to Vatican’s ‘climate change’ light show
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/sacrilege-catholic-leaders-react-to-vaticans-climate-change-light-show
By Pete Baklinski, December 8, 2015 – All emphases mine
Howling, grunting, and roaring animals, along with images of overcrowded city centers, depictions of pollution, and negative portrayals of industrialization, appeared on the facade of St. Peter’s Basilica this evening during a much hyped “climate change” light show. 
The show was the finale of the opening celebration for the Year of Mercy declared by Pope Francis. The event was watched by tens of thousands in St. Peter’s Square along with estimated millions worldwide through online streaming.

The multi-million dollar show titled "Fiat Lux: Illuminating Our Common Home" was created and funded by climate-change partisans and population-control advocates with the goal to “educate and inspire change around the climate crisis across generations, cultures, languages, religions and class.” Along with images of the world and its endangered animals, including lions, birds, apes, and whales, appeared New Age symbolism associated with ancient pagan deities.

The show also took place on the most important Marian feast day for Catholics, the Immaculate Conception, where Catholics celebrate Mary being conceived in the womb of her mother Anne without the stain of original sin.

Many pro-family leaders from around the world say they are flabbergasted that the pope would allow St. Peter’s to be used as a backdrop for promoting the controversial and contentious “climate change” agenda.

"I am sorry that the facade of St. Peter's has been turned into a propaganda stage for the scientific fraud known as ‘Catastrophic Man-Caused Global Warming,’” Steven Mosher, president of the Population Research Institute, told LifeSiteNews. "I am sick at the thought that this most sacred space — St. Peter's Basilica — will be the backdrop for the further dissemination of this fraud, whose ultimate goal is to impose a ‘Carbon Tax’ on the developed countries. This tax will not only cripple global economic growth and undermine democracy, its proceeds will be used to fund even more population control programs in the developing world," he said.

The Vatican’s spokesperson for the event, Archbishop Rino Fisichella, the president of the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelization, called the event “unique…for its genre and for the fact that it is being displayed for the first time on such a significant backdrop.” “These illuminations will present images inspired of Mercy, of humanity, of the natural world, and of climate changes,” he said.

Fisichella said that the light show on the Vatican is meant to link Pope Francis’ environment encyclical Laudato si’ with the United Nations Climate Change Conference (Cop21) currently underway in Paris. The Vatican has shown strong support for the conference.  Having the show conclude the opening Year of Mercy celebrations also links the pope’s message about “mercy” to fighting “climate change.”

Robert Royal, president of the Washington-based Faith and Reason Institute and a prominent Catholic commentator, called it “seriously wrong” to have a “radical environmental message” projected onto St. Peter’s.

“This is the kind of thing ideological politicians do, like President Obama’s rainbow projection onto the White House after the Supreme Court approved gay ‘marriage.’ The White House is the people’s house, all the American peoples. St. Peter’s is even far more universal than that.”

“Projecting onto it a radical environmental message — and one that has no chance of actually resulting in an international agreement, given the unreality of the approach — seems to make the Church just one more international NGO, something Pope Francis has explicitly warned it should not be,” he told LifeSiteNews.

Voice of the Family co-founder John Smeaton said that contrary to popular perception, the “environmental agenda” is tied to an anti-human agenda.

“The environmental movement commonly regards population growth as a threat. Developing nations are being flooded with contraceptives and subjected to pressure to legalise abortion. Given that contraception and environmentalism so often go hand-in-hand, it is deeply troubling that current Vatican authorities have so strongly endorsed the environmental agenda without taking an equally strong stance on the abortion and contraception agenda which lies behind it.”

“If the Vatican issued similarly strong and high-profile calls to world governments to end abortion, many lives could be saved. The St. Peter’s light show is a clear demonstration of the tragic truth that this papacy has the wrong priorities,” he told LifeSiteNews.

Partners
The event, billed as “contemporary public art,” was sponsored by organizations named after Greek and Roman pagan gods that push the climate change agenda and by an organization that directly funds abortions in developing countries.

The main financial backer behind the event is the US-led World Bank Group via its Connect4Climate initiative. The World Bank, created in 1945 to rebuild a war-torn Europe, has a long history (here, here, or here) of relentlessly funding abortion and contraception programs in developing nations under the banner of “ending extreme poverty” and “boosting shared prosperity.” Pro-life leaders have denounced the programs time and again as thinly veiled population control programs aimed at reducing populations considered by Western elites to be undesirable.

Other partners include Vulcan Inc., a private company based out of Seattle, Washington, that “strives to create a new kind of future” by “upend[ing] conventional thinking.” The company was deliberately named after the Roman god Vulcan, the deity of destructive fire, whose earliest known shrine existed in Rome at the foot of the Capitoline Hill, close by the Vatican.

Another partner is Okeanos, an environmentalist foundation with the purpose of raising awareness “concerning the various threats our oceans are facing.” The foundation rails against what it calls the “sins against climate.” The foundation is named after the Greek and Roman Titan god “Okeanos” who was held to be the divine personification of the sea whose fish in one hand and serpent in the other signify bounty and prophecy.

Obscura Digital, the San Francisco-based organization putting on the actual show, has its name derived from the Latin root meaning “dark.” The company specializes in creating “immersive experiences that will change the way you think about the world around you” using holographic projections, 3D animation, and dynamic visualization.

The organization has in the past (here and here) worked on climate change projects with the UN to show the “effect of human enterprise on the environment” and to issue a “call for global solutions.”

Pagan occultism
St. Peter’s ‘climate change’ light show and its prototype held in New York last August are bizarrely connected to pagan occultism.

The shows director Travis Threlkel, founder and creative director of Obscura, said in an August interview when discussing the New York version of the show that was projected onto the Empire State Building, that pagan deities were specifically incorporated into the presentation. He said the show included the Greek pagan goddess Gaia, a Greek Mother Earth who has been appropriated by worshipers of nature, along with Aya, a Babylonian mother goddess associated with the rising sun and with sexual love.

It was at the New York show’s end that startling images of the faces of various pagan goddesses were projected onto the building. Predominantly displayed was an image of Kali, the Hindu goddess of death and destruction. Kali, who was depicted with a long blood red tongue and whose name means “the black one,” promised wealth to those who satiated her lust for blood by human sacrifice. Daily human sacrifices of young children were offered on her altars in India until 200 years ago. She has since been culturally appropriated by New Age spirituality as a kind of Mother Earth goddess.  

“Android” Andrew Jones, the artist behind the image, said at that time that he wanted to depict Mother Earth in her “fiercest form” to draw attention to what might happen if people ignored the implications of climate change.

The Vatican show included artwork and computer-generated designs by Jones, but it is unknown at this time what artwork was featured.

Jones, one of the world’s foremost digital painters and projection artists, specializes in portraying terrifying images of Greek, Roman and Eastern pagan deities. He said in an interview last month that he turns to these gods and goddesses by means of “psychedelic substances” (mind altering drugs) so that he can portray them accurately. He said the “deities” are “actively involved” in guiding his hand as he makes the work.

“These [drugs] are tools that grant portals and access into different realms that I still haven’t fully been able to grasp or say that I have uncovered all of their meanings. … They have evolved my ability to … discover new and interesting combinations of energy and matter. Some have … shown me greater nightmares than I could ever depict or wish to imagine ever again.”

“These spirits and the deities that [the images] represent [in India, Greece, etc.] are actively involved, enrolled, and contributing to humans reinventing the visual vernacular of these beings as time and technology evolves,” he said.

Jones said that good art connects the viewer to something “mystical.” He said in a 2010 video interview that a good reaction to his art happens when people “throw up, or urinate themselves, or [release] any sort of bodily excrement.”

While it remains unclear at this point if any of Jones’ pagan images whole or in part made their way onto St. Peter’s, various symbols belonging to deities mentioned by the show’s director Threlkel did. For instance, Aya’s symbol of the rising sun appeared at least on three occasions throughout the show, most prominently at the beginning when a giant sun was depicted rising upon St. Peter’s.

Catholic commentator Fr. John Zuhlsdorf wrote on his blog that the event was “irreverent” and even a form of “sacrilege.”

“St. Peter’s is, without question, a sacred place and object (a very large one, too!).  It is, without question, dedicated by the Church to sacred purposes. The use of this sacred building and place (where St. Peter was martyred and buried, a pilgrimage place, etc. etc. etc.) as a projection screen for mere secular purposes is irreverent treatment,” he wrote.

Fr. Zuhlsdorf quoted the Catholic Dictionary which defines sacrilege as the “irreverent treatment of sacred things, persons or places, i.e., those dedicated by God or the Church to sacred purposes.  It is a sin against the virtue of religion, of its nature grave, but admitting smallness of matter.”

“This has gone beyond ridiculous,” he said.

The priest said the image of the lion projected on to St. Peter's made him think of a passage from St. Peter's first letter: "Be sober and watch: because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour. Whom resist ye, strong in faith: knowing that the same affliction befalls, your brethren who are in the world" (1 Peter 5:8).

6 of 222 readers’ responses

1. An occultist director and a demon-possessed artist, funded by an abortion advocate, project liberal-agenda images upon St. Peter's Basilica on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception... with the approval of Francis. Yeah, I think it's time to sign a petition.
2. Time to take back the Church of Christ from this Francis of a Pope. He really is having his priorities upside down.

Where is the petition? I want to sign with both hands and feet.

3. There's no hidden demonic meaning in a light show.

4. Steve Jalsevac: Of course. And there is not a New Age movement, no increase worldwide in occultism and the many exposed major frauds of climate change alarmists have not really happened. The climate change movement's efforts to create a new secular world order and to massively de-populate the world and eliminate national sovereignty and the influence of traditional religious beliefs and morality on the world is someone's exaggeration of these nice, humble, trustworthy people. There is no devil, there is no evil, and totalitarianism is in the past, with everyone wishing all good will and peace in the world today. The current huge increase in requests for exorcists in Italy and many other nations is also not really happening. We should just accept everything as being done for nothing but the best of intentions and reject all the knowledge and experiences that many of us have acquired about these things in the past. That was then. These things don't happen anymore - even though they very much seem to be happening. I am ok. You are ok.

The people who put on the light show, despite all the information obtained about their very worldly backgrounds and strange beliefs, or lack of beliefs, can be totally trusted to project onto St. Peter's light that has only the intention of reflecting the light of Christ. I suppose. Maybe. 

5. This is sick. Pope Francis, have you no sense of right or wrong? Is your desire for approval and accolades so overwhelming you are willing to let every nut and crackpot in the world use and abuse the Church? Are you such a showman that you will sacrifice the Church's sacred teaching and mission for media approval? Please do your duty, proclaim the Gospel truth as Christ has commissioned you to do and stop acting the showman.
6. Steve Jalsevac to a priest who downplayed LSN’s concern: To anyone well familiar with the New Age movement, that sound and light show was about as New Age as anything can get. It is very surprising that you cannot see that, Father. Very many others are instantly seeing it. The time for constant rationalizations is over. What we see is what we get, not what we rationalize it to hopefully be. The investigation into the backgrounds of those involved in the light show was reported for good reason and must not be so easily brushed off or ignored - to our peril.
C. Turning St. Peter’s Basilica into a projection screen for climate change panic propaganda

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2015/12/turning-st-peters-basilica-into-a-projection-screen-for-climate-change-panic-propaganda/ 

Posted on 8 December 2015 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
I thought I could just let it pass… but I can’t.
On 8 December (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) at 7 pm climate-change zealots will be allowed to project a light show entitled “Illuminating Our Common Home” onto the facade of St. Peter’s Basilica in order to “educate and inspire change around the climate crisis across generations, cultures, languages, religions and class,” a press release states.

On the opening of the Year of Mercy?

Why not rent out the Sistine chapel too, while they’re at it? HERE
The Vatican basilica is a consecrated building. This is a non-sacred use – in fact it is an irreverent use – of a consecrated building.

St. Peter’s is, without question, a sacred place and object (a very large one, too!). It is, without question, dedicated by the Church to sacred purposes. The use of this sacred building and place (where St. Peter was martyred and buried, a pilgrimage place, etc. etc. etc.) as a projection screen for mere secular purposes is irreverent treatment.

From The Catholic Dictionary:

Sacrilege: “The irreverent treatment of sacred things, persons or places, i.e., those dedicated by God or the Church to sacred purposes. It is a sin against the virtue of religion, of its nature grave, but admitting smallness of matter. Sacrilege may be either personal, as when violence is done to a cleric or religious; local, as when certain crimes are committed or actions done in a church; real, as by the abuse of sacraments, the theft of sacred objects or their irreverent misuse and the sin of simony. These varieties of the sin differ specifically from one another.”

And… on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception? Really?

What’s next? A change to the Litany of Loreto? St. John Paul II inserted two titles of Mary into the Litany by which we invoke her intercession… Holy Mary… “Mother of the Church” and “Queen of the Family”.  What looms on our horizon now?

Holy Mary, innocent of carbon footprint… pray for us.
Holy Mary, conceived without climate change… pray for us.

This has gone beyond ridiculous. The next thing you know, we’ll be told that we have to give obsequium religiosum to observations about air-conditioning or off the cuff remarks about changes in the weather.

We fly to thy patronage, O holy Mother of God; despise not our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 
UPDATE: 

I pulled up the live stream of the webcam over St. Peter’s Square.

The facade of San Pietro…

I am trying to imagine what St. Peter would think about this.
Based on his anger toward priests who misused sacred vessels and did not provide for the dignity of the sacred mysteries, I am trying to what St. Francis of Assisi would express at the use of the basilica housing the tomb of Peter this way.

As I watch, there are different images of animals, bugs, lizards, birds with the corresponding critter noises, punctuated by sound effects, new age zings and zoongs.  It’s like the LSD psycho tunnel at the Detroit airport. But… it’s St. Peter’s.

And, of course ... the baby seal …

I haven’t seen any human beings yet. Remember … we aren’t part of nature.
Okay… as I wrote that… they showed human hands planting a tree.

That’s a good human, I guess and not a Mother Earth destroying virus.

When they came to this, with the obligatory roar, I didn’t think of the inscription on the base of the obelisk at the center of the piazza, but rather:
Sobrii estote vigilate quia adversarius vester diabolus tamquam leo rugiens circuit quaerens quem devoret cui resistite fortes fide scientes eadem passionum ei quae in mundo est vestrae fraternitati fieri… Be sober and watch: because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour. Whom resist ye, strong in faith: knowing that the same affliction befalls, your brethren who are in the world.

The “show” finally cycled around to a few people (not city dwellers mind you).

5 of 71 readers’ responses

1. Fr. Marc: I wonder if, beside all the penguins, koala bears and white tigers they will project a photograph of the Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate** onto the façade. They surely are an endangered species by now and it’s their feast day.
2. Next thing you know there’ll be signs in St. Peter’s Square to “Save the baby whales” and “Save the baby seals.” Whither the signs that say “Save the baby humans”?
3. This is not Catholicism, it’s GAIA worshipping using the most important Church in Christendom no less. Anyone doubt now then Card. Ratzinger’s prophecy of a smaller but more faithful Church? It’s going to be painful.
4. Obviously, the tie-in with the environmental imagery is the recent papal encyclical ‘Laudato Si’* by Pope Francis. 

5. This is “Laudato Si”-the movie. You know the line …“you’ve read the book … now see the movie!” This is the Pope’s encyclical in images, rather than words. Like most movies which are based on a novel, it’s much worse and the novel was bad enough!
It’s the New Age, Father. We no longer focus on saving souls, since everyone is going to be saved anyway. Now we’ve matured in our spirituality and we are now focused on saving the planet, instead!

D. Today’s Synods on Family, Vatican climate change activism and light show echo 1980s Church developments
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/todays-synods-on-family-climate-change-vatican-light-show-and-church-occurr
By Steve Jalsevac, December 16, 2015 – All bold emphases mine 
The two Synods on the Family in Rome, the Church’s strong support for the Climate Change movement and the related Vatican sound and light show have all caused me to be especially alarmed. I only fully realized yesterday why this sense has been so strong. 
I went down to the basement and pulled out the files of my past involvements in the 1980s and 90s. Then, disturbing, but forgotten memories came flooding back explaining the degree of my current unease. Let me explain.
In the early 1980s, my wife and I became deeply concerned about a new program that was being aggressively pushed into Catholic parishes throughout North America called RENEW. One thing led to another and we learned that this was actually a leftist, political/social consciousness-raising program, skillfully designed to essentially brainwash good Catholics into seeing their prime faith obligation as being one of bringing about a form of leftist “social justice” utopia on this earth. The RENEW logo included a New Age-ish bare tree.
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The July 25, 1981 newsletter of the Saint Thomas More Educational Foundation (STMEF) talked about the secular humanism encountered in the program and further explained,

Here again we note the old Marxist’s cries of hypocrisy, war, poverty, social priorities, uncontrolled technology, world community, working conditions, etc.
Now, having laid the groundwork for dissent, the RENEWers launch a further direct attack upon the Church and expose the Core teams to their real mission:
“There is a new role for all members of the Church in decision making, creating missions and fulfilling missions. We are all co-responsible; Pope, bishops priests and laity. …There is a new decentralization evidenced by the collegiality of the bishops, priests, senates, parish councils and pastoral councils. The Church has moved away from any concept that authority means control over people.
There you have a clear definition of RENEW which, simply put, calls for the abolition of Papal authority, the protestantization and democratization of the Roman Catholic Church. Again, note the callousness of these people in their statements that the principles of the Church are no longer viable.
From those comments one can see clear similarities to what is now suddenly being proposed again in the Church via the Synod process and by progressive clerics who have experienced a dramatic rise in status under the Francis papacy.

In the 1980s, the push was at the local diocesan, parish and bishops’ conference levels by very liberal Catholics. Pope John Paul II and the Vatican in general were critical of its dangers to the faith.

Now, in 2015, it is the opposite, where the aggressive push for “change” is coming from the Vatican and pope themselves and some leading cardinals. That is a dramatic new development and sudden resurrection of what previously ended up being largely defeated by many faithful Catholics and clergy who were scandalized by the secular focused, radicalization program.

The new element today is the Climate Change (previously Global Warming) movement, in place of RENEW, to indoctrinate and frighten Catholics into accepting the need for radical “change”. Obama constantly promotes "change", as now also does Canada's Justin Trudeau.

Some friends and myself were personally heavily involved in researching and educating Catholics and our archbishop about the serious flaws in the program and attempting to convince pastors and bishops to reject RENEW. It was exhausting, stressful work because many would not believe what we were telling them and criticized us for being too negative and conspiratorial sounding. (Does that sound familiar?)

Eventually, the efforts began to be accepted, and finally, after a number of years, this destructive program was for all practical purposes ended. Interest died. However, much damage to the faith of those Catholics involved in the program occurred, in some cases for life.

What RENEW did was open many in the Church to radical change, Marxist related social activism and to such things as extreme environmentalism and even occult, New Age practices.

Much of this was admitted to have been inspired by the Marxist formed social radical, Saul Alisky. “Alinsky”, wrote STMEF, “began indoctrinating Catholic priests, nuns and laymen with the venom of social and political revolution.”

“The post-Alinsky generations of both clerics and lay folk… take it for granted that for the Church in the modern world it is the methodology and ideology of Alinsky that are wanted, not the outdated social teachings of the popes, which, they would insist, was made totally irrelevant by Vatican Council II.”

It its March 12, 1981 newsletter, STMEF wrote,

“RENEW is, without question, politically SOCIALISTIC. However, it also contains the required seeds of social revolution which more properly identifies as MARXIST. The program is against our system of government, our economic system, some of our labor unions, our processes of manufacturing and free enterprise. There is very little religious doctrine taught in the program... What there is that could be classified as religion is humanistic and fraught with Modernist errors.”
A young Barack Obama was heavily involved in Saul Alinsky’s Chicago community organizing programs via Catholic Church sponsorship through the Catholic Campaign for Human development. Human events reported, 

"According to The Catholic Case for Obama, published by a group called Catholic Democrats, Barack Obama 'received support in his community-organizing work for Chicago from the Archdiocese of Chicago and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops through the Campaign for Human Development.' Candidate Obama himself acknowledged CCHD’s importance to his early career in community organizing in an interview with Catholic Digest: 'I got my start as a community organizer working with mostly Catholic parishes on the Southside of Chicago that were struggling because the steel plants had closed.'

From 1985 to 1988 Obama ran the CCHD-funded Developing Communities Project (DCP) from an office located in Chicago’s Holy Rosary Church."

That would seem to provide some light on the current strange cozy relationship between abortion president Obama and the Vatican, with Obama regularly praising Pope Francis and many of the Church’s new initiatives, especially for its strong support for the Climate Change movement’s advocacy of dramatic, world-wide social, economic and political “change”.

Here are some comments from a RENEW activist as published in the April 25 St. Thomas More Educational Foundation (STMEF) newsletter:

“I detest and fear dogma.”
“Dogma is the enemy of human freedom.”
“An organizer working in and for an open society is in an ideological dilemma. To begin with, he does not have a fixed truth – truth to him is relative and changing; everything to him is relative and changing…He must constantly examine life, including his own, to get some idea of what it is about…Irreverence, essential to questioning, is a requisite.”
This too is very similar to what is being stated again today.

One of the results of this substantial RENEW influence upon the Church was explained by STMEF: 

“homosexuality is taught as an alternative lifestyle; the scriptures are considered, to a significant degree to be mythology; artificial birth control is taught and condoned; Catholic hospitals allow direct sterilization; children and adults are taught that Jesus was not aware of his divine nature; fornication between engaged couples is considered less of a sin, or no sin.”
Dr. Anca-Maria Cerne, a participant in the last Synod on the Family, was quoted in yesterday's Catholic Herald stating,
“if the Church doesn’t warn against ideological errors “but only against ‘individualism’, ‘consumerism’, ‘social injustice’ and so on, one of the consequences is that the faithful come to think that they should vote for the political Left, which uses more or less the same language. And once the Left comes to power, it imposes a cultural revolution by legalizing abortion, euthanasia, gay marriage, sex education in kindergarten etc.”
Lastly, STMEF quotes from RENEW Core training session, option 7. Notice how this is similar to today’s use of climate hysteria to convince the gullible or just plain innocent to accept the need for radical changes:

“A new world is shaping all about us. It will do it with or without us; whether we are for or against it. The next ten years will make the difference. Either we turn this society around or we are on a collision course; meaning destruction, starvation and possibly, war.
“Between now (1980) and the year 2000, 180 million people will die of starvation (It never happened. In fact the poverty and hunger decreased). While we have been in this meeting, 30,000 children will have died of starvation. By the year 2000 there will be six billion people in this world, one billion will have an acceptable standard of living and five billion will be below standard, facing starvation and disease (What really happened was the opposite – that is billions began to experience major improvements in their lives).
“However, we don’t want to change our lives. We do not want to take a cut. We do not want to change our life styles. The Church’s duty today is to make us change our life-styles.” (The problem was not our lifestyles but the corruption, poor farming and business methods, often repressive cultures, including Marxist and fundamentalist Islamic ones, and limited access to world markets, health care and technology of the poor nations that had very little, if anything, to do with our lifestyles. They wanted and envied our lifestyles and for them to achieve that goal had nothing to do with us changing our lifestyles - other than being more generous.)
They claim RENEW and Jesus came for the same purpose, to establish a new society; and they state that to do this, they must change the Church established by Jesus Christ.  …”the result of the Church’s mission of salvation (a better world) is secondary to the mission, not the mission itself.
Our Western lifestyles do indeed need to change, but not so much to help the poor abroad, because it is unlikely that the changes advocated by the climate-changers will help the poor in certain nations and are even likely to increase the ranks of the poor. Forced income re-distribution programs (socialism) have always tended to do that.

The change that is really needed, above all, is conversion - a return to God and to living a prayerful, moral, less sensuous life, strengthening marriage and family life and giving of ourselves in every way to those we are able to help, firstly, but not only, those right in front of us who are in need.

We must study and know the past in order to understand the present and not repeat the proven errors and damages of the past. 

5 of 20 readers’ responses
1. Thanks Steve for the reminders of recent Catholic Church history, which I had also forgotten. I remember now RENEW was widely known and supported in the Church by high ranking liberal prelates. What is happening now can be attributed to one man, Jorge Bergoglio who got elected as Pope. If the conservative Archbishop Scola of Milan expected by many to be the successor of Pope Benedict had been elected, we would not have been subjected to two synods on the family, expedited annulments, a climate change encyclical, and a St. Peter's Basilica new age light show. I can only hope the next Pope can reverse things. And sad to say the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy is another elaborate stage for continuing the initiatives in the synods to loosen Catholic faith and morals. Who can be against a year of mercy? I am. I feel manipulated. Priests are constantly preaching on the year of mercy now. Are they part of the program, or do they lack the spiritual discernment to see what is happening and going to happen in the manipulative Pope Francis papacy guided by his public relations experts? If I am right that the year of mercy has an agenda to liberalize the Catholic Church, then the many priests celebrating it may fall within the Alinsky and Marxist category of "useful idiots." But if I say that I might look like a hateful fundamentalist, so I better not. -Mike

2. Mike, I understand what you mean about the year of mercy scenario, as I have had my concerns with it being used as a tool to promote heresy and that might actually end up happening when this Apostolic Exhortation comes out but I am holding out hope still. The way I look at it is this. Through Saint Faustina Christ told us that he was preparing the world for his second coming and he urges the whole world to "walk through the door of my mercy before you have to walk through the door of my justice." 
The other day when I was thinking about the Doors of Mercy for this Holy Year, I couldn't help but think about those words of Christ and that Christ is using Francis (in spite of himself) to usher in this era and perhaps the coming of the end to his mercy, trying to save as many souls as possible through our prayers for the conversion of sinners and acts of mercy that bring others home, before the terrible hour of his justice. As faithful Catholics we are called to act out the corporal and spiritual works of mercy every day anyway, so we just have to go about our duty, loving Christ through quiet acts of mercy to all those we meet and live with. Telling the truth in love is a supreme act of mercy today in our relativistic age. Our priest said on Sunday that he felt that one of the greatest spiritual acts of mercy needed today is 'instructing the ignorant'. 
That is very true and it is not easy in the climate that we live in. One could even end up in jail charged with a 'hate crime' for speaking the truth in love. But these are times for great and courageous saints. I will utilize all the graces that God has to offer through the Sacraments, indulgences, and pilgrimages and leave the "what if's to Gods mercy. You are a very good man Mike and you love Christ and his Holy Church. He knows you. My hope is that the spiritual work of mercy to admonish sinners in charity is used this year. There is no shortage of a need for it!! -Raphael
3. Steve Jalsevac to Raphael: I really like your comment.
4. Excellent post, Steve. It is worth reflecting on Pope Pius X's condemnation of the heresy of modernism*** in Pascendi Dominici in these dark times: "For the Modernists, both as authors and propagandists, there is to be nothing stable, nothing immutable in the Church. Nor indeed are they without precursors in their doctrines, for it was of these that Our Predecessor Pius IX wrote: These enemies of divine revelation extol human progress to the skies, and with rash and sacrilegious daring would have it introduced into the Catholic religion as if this religion were not the work of God but of man, or some kind of philosophical discovery susceptible of perfection by human efforts.... And so they [the Modernists] go their way, reprimands and condemnations notwithstanding, masking an incredible audacity under a mock semblance of humility. While they make a show of bowing their heads, their hands and minds are more intent than ever on carrying out their purposes. And this policy they follow willingly and wittingly, both because it is part of their system that authority is to be stimulated but not dethroned, and because it is necessary for them to remain within the ranks of the Church in order that they may gradually transform the collective conscience - thus unconsciously avowing that the common conscience is not with them, and that they have no right to claim to be its interpreters." http://w2.vatican.va/conten... -Andrew
5. Thank you, Andrew. I am copying that and PERMANENTLY saving it on my hard drive so that I can share it with those who are oblivious to Church history and see Pope Francis as the "enlightened Pope" who has vision.

2. The first-time commercialization of a holy site in the Vatican courtesy Pope Francis
A. Porsche is first company to hire Vatican's Sistine Chapel

http://europe.autonews.com/article/20141017/ANE/141019892/porsche-is-first-company-to-hire-vaticans-sistine-chapel
October 20, 7014
Porsche will be the first company to host a corporate event in the Vatican City's Sistine Chapel.

On Saturday evening, some 40 guests paying 5,000 euros each will listen to a classical music concert, followed by a dinner in the museum "surrounded by masterpieces by world-famous artists such as Michelangelo and Raphael," according to a program on the Porsche Travel Club's website.

Pope Francis has allowed the chapel to be rented out for private functions, with the proceeds going to charities working with the poor and homeless, according to press reports.

A Porsche spokeswoman declined to provide details about who will attend the concert, which will be followed by other events around Rome including two days of driving.

About 6 million visitors a year visit the Sistine Chapel to admire Renaissance artist Michelangelo’s painted ceiling.

Concerts have been held in the Sistine Chapel before, but usually for church-related activities. Pope Francis will not attend the Porsche event.

Pope Francis called for a “poor church for the poor” after his election last year, and has distanced himself from the luxury that traditionally surrounds church leaders. He lives in a simple apartment and has opened up the Vatican Gardens to the public.

B. Sistine Chapel “rented” out to Porsche?
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2014/10/sistine-chapel-rented-out-to-porsche/ 
Posted on 21 October 2014 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf – All emphases are the author’s
Someone allowed the Sistine Chapel to be “rented” for a corporate event. HERE  
Someone else in the Holy See denies that it was “rented”. However, a big German corporation gave money to the Holy See and, after that, the corporation used the chapel for an event.
His Holiness has taken an interest in cars for a while now. HERE
Porsche rents Sistine Chapel for Pope’s charity

For its fans, getting into a Porsche can be like a religious experience, but it’s probably no substitute for getting into the Sistine Chapel.
For the first time ever, the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican — one of the world’s most celebrated example of Renaissance art — can be rented out for corporate charity events.

Forty Porsche enthusiasts, at $5,900 per head, on Saturday were the first group of people treated to a private tour under the Vatican’s new program. The event is part of Pope Francis’ Art for Charity project.
Porsche’s tour is a far cry from what the average visitor gets. Most of the Sistine Chapel’s 20,000 daily visitors get a quick glance at the chapel before they’re rushed out in an attempt to protect its fragile frescoes. The Porsche clients enjoyed a private concert while admiring the famous ceiling painted by Michelangelo.
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The event was part of an exclusive four-day tour of Rome arranged by Porsche, which is owned by Volkswagen (VLKAF). Besides the concert, it also included after-hours access to the Vatican Museums and a gala dinner “in the midst of the exhibition,” a trip to the Pope’s summer retreat of Castel Gandolfo and a drive to Lago di Garda in the latest Porsche models.
It was the first time any Pope agreed to rent the chapel out for a corporate event.
The Vatican rejects that description.
“The Sistine Chapel can never be rented because it is not a commercial place,” Vatican spokesman Monsignor Paolo Nicolini told reporters.
Instead, the Holy See described the Sistine Chapel as “visible” for private groups. [Like German corporations who used it for a commercial event. Right? It wasn’t a religious event. It was for clients of Porsche.]
The Vatican hopes other companies will follow suit with similar events. [Think of the potential!]
“This initiative is organized directly by the Vatican Museums and is directed at big companies,” Nicolini said.
But companies hoping to hold their next Christmas party there will be disappointed — the Vatican intends the chapel to be used for art events only. [Not like Masses, or anything like that.]
The Blessed Sacrament is not reserved in the Sistina.

I wonder if, during the event, there was one of those big turn tables with a car on it and a pretty girl waving her hands over it.

The potential of this is great! Do you think they could perhaps have temporary naming rights for “donations”? The Tostitos Sistine Chapel during May, for Cinco de Mayo! The Chase Manhattan St. Peter’s Basilica. The colonnade of square has a lot of ad space. Vestments could have Nike flashes and motor oil logos.

Think of the possibilities!

7 of 65 readers’ responses
1. Didn’t something like this happen before? Something involving whips and cords?

2. When I was last there the ghastly zookeepers kept on shushing people. I was told that this was not to preserve sacred dignity but to minimise CO2 emissions!

3. The old adage comes to mind: ‘a man at a party asks a woman if she will sleep with him for a million dollars, she agrees, then he asks if she will do the same for $10 and she retorts ‘what do you think I am, a prostitute’, to which he responds: that has already been established, now we are simply negotiating the price.

4. It’s interesting they won’t let you take pictures in the chapel. But when you have a big checkbook anything is possible!

5. It’s ironic to me that the Pope who is lauded time and again as an egalitarian man of the people is also the first Pope to rent out a sacred space like this to wealthy vacationers. While his ultimate goal may be to raise money for charity, it also shows what I believe is a lack of respect for the history and landmarks of the Church. 
I understand that the artwork is in danger of deterioration however I am baffled that this Vatican’s solution to that problem is to rent it out to wealthy people at 6000 bucks a head. It’s just completely baffling.

So how long until Christ drives these money changers from his Father’s house?

6. Yeah, someone please rent the Sistine Chapel for a Solemn Pontifical High Mass in the Extraordinary Form! See how well that goes over….

7. I read in the UK’s Catholic Herald that the infamous Justin Bieber paid ~$20,000 (€16K) for a private tour of the Vatican wherein, although reprimanded, proceeded to kick around a soccer ball through the halls of the papal apartments. Coupled with the Porsche story, seems like the “money changers” are having their day in the temple.

I just found the above piece also at the ephesians511 blog (which, by the way, is not owned/operated by me)
https://ephesians511blog.com/2014/10/22/sistine-chapel-rented-out-to-porsche/ 
C. Francis Rents Out Sistine Chapel for Private Corporate Event
http://novusordowatch.org/2014/10/francis-rents-out-sistine-chapel/ Sedevacantist
October 16, 2014

No, this isn’t satire. This isn’t a joke. This isn’t fiction. No one could make this stuff up. Francis, as head honcho of the Novus Ordo Sect and therefore de facto owner of the Sistine Chapel in Vatican City, has decided to rent this sacred and magnificent building to Porsche for a private corporate event at which 40 high-paying guests will be listening to a concert given by a Roman choir as they gaze at the gorgeous paintings of this holy Catholic place.
The event is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 18, and advertised at the Porsche corporate web site, on this page.

According to a report filed by Nick Squires of The Telegraph, the Vatican has not revealed how much revenue it will take in from the Porsche event but has stated that all proceeds received will go to charity:

The Vatican would not divulge how much it will earn from the event, but the five-day tour of Rome arranged by the Porsche Travel Club costs up to 5,000 euros per head, meaning an overall price of 200,000 euros [approx. $255,000 USD].

Participants are promised “a magnificent concert in the Sistine Chapel, with its ceiling frescoes painted by Michelangelo”.

The concert will be performed by a choir from the Accademia di Santa Cecilia in Rome, which traces its origins back to the 16th century…

Monsignor Paolo Nicolini, the administrative director of the Vatican Museums, said firms like Porsche would be asked to make a donation for the use of the Sistine Chapel, with the money then passed onto Catholic charities of the Pope’s choice.

“It is an initiative which will support the Pope’s charity projects. It is aimed at big companies which, through the payment of a fee, can contribute to charity activities,” he said.

Concerts have been held in the Sistine Chapel before, but they have been for private Church audiences, including events held in honour of Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI.

It is believed this is the first time that the chapel, which was built by Pope Sixtus IV between 1473 and 1484, has been leased out to a company for a commercial event.

The Vatican would not say whether it was planning to strike similar deals with other companies….

(Nick Squires, “Pope Francis allows Sistine Chapel to be rented out for private corporate event”, The Telegraph, Oct. 16, 2014)

Meanwhile, Religion News Service has published a brief article on this disgraceful story, quoting the same “Mgr.” Nicolini to the effect that the Sistine Chapel was not available for rent but that this “initiative is organized directly by the Vatican Museums” (source).

Though many people will dismiss this as being of no great concern because “it’s for charity,” our Blessed Lord Himself insisted: “Make not the house of my Father a house of traffic” (John 2:16). The motive for this act does not cancel out the act itself.

The Sistine Chapel, or Sacellum Sixtinum, is named after Pope Sixtus IV and was solemnly consecrated on August 15, 1483. The beautiful frescoes that grace the inside were painted by the famous Michelangelo under Pope Julius II in the early 16th century, as recounted in the popular movie The Agony and the Ecstasy. Aside from the various artistic works found in it, the Sistine Chapel is well-known for being the place where papal elections (“conclaves”) are held after a Pope dies.

Over the last 19 months, and in his years as “archbishop” of Buenos Aires, Francis has shown that he has no regard for the honor of God, no sense of the sacred, and no respect for Catholic doctrine or morals, as is clear from the links offered below. This latest attack on what Catholics hold dear is no surprise, therefore, though one shudders to imagine what might be next.

In 1994, a French priest mystically received knowledge of what purported to be the true Third Secret of Fatima given by Our Lady to Sr. Lucia in Portugal in 1917. The text, which can be read in English here, predicts horrendous evils afflicting the Catholic Church in the future (i.e. after 1917): “The church will bleed from all her wounds. There will be a wicked council planned and prepared that will change the countenance of the Church. Many will lose the Faith; confusion will reign everywhere. The sheep will search for their shepherds in vain. A schism will tear apart the holy tunic of My Son…” (full text here).

We do not know whether this is truly what it claims to be, namely the Third Secret of Fatima, but if it is, it is clear that we have been living through it.

May Almighty God in his mercy deign to deliver us from the False Church of Vatican II and its false shepherds, especially Jorge Bergoglio, Antipope Francis!

3. U2 Rock musician “does a gig in the Sistine Chapel with the Holy Father”
A. Watch U2's The Edge Perform Sistine Chapel Concert
Guitarist plays three U2 tracks, Leonard Cohen cover at "most beautiful parish hall in the world"

http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/watch-u2s-the-edge-perform-sistine-chapel-concert-20160502 
By Daniel Kreps, May 2, 2016

U2's The Edge became the first artist to ever stage a contemporary music concert inside Vatican City's historic Sistine Chapel Friday when the guitarist played a short acoustic set as part of a conference on regenerative medicines. The Edge, who called the unique venue "the most beautiful parish hall in the world," performed U2's "Walk On," "Yahweh" and "Ordinary Love" as well as a cover of Leonard Cohen's "If It Be Your Will" backed by an Irish choir.
The Edge, whose father died of cancer and whose daughter fought leukemia, has been on the board of the Angiogenesis Foundation since 2007 (angiogenesis is the body's ability to grow new blood vessels). The Sistine Chapel performance was part of the Cellular Horizons conference, where over 200 doctors, scientists, researchers and philanthropists gathered to discuss ways to combat diseases like cancer.
"When I was asked to perform in the Sistine Chapel I didn't know what to say, because usually there's 'this other guy' who sings," the Edge said, referring to Bono. "So it took me at least, well, 30 seconds to agree to it."

Bono, meanwhile, joked about the Edge's absence Friday night at Nile Rodgers' We Are Family benefit concert, telling the audience, "I tried to get the band here, but everyone's doing something. I said, 'Edge, [Nile] is such a hero to you.' He said, 'Listen, I just can't get out of something.' I said, 'What are you doing?' He said, 'I'm doing a gig in the Sistine Chapel with the Holy Father.'"

Although Pope Francis wasn't in attendance for the Edge's concert, the guitarist thanked "the people's pope" for use of the venue. "Being Irish, you learn very early that if you want to be asked to come back it's very important to thank the local parish priest for the loan of the hall," he said of Francis. "He's doing an amazing job and long may he continue."

Vice President Joe Biden also attended the conference Friday to address attendees on using stem research to cure rare diseases. Biden's son Beau died at the age of 46 following brain cancer.

Watch footage of the Edge's Sistine Chapel performance below via ATU2.
https://youtu.be/XQ-1zJ9cnxQ 03:28
B. U2 Guitarist Turns the Sistine Chapel into a Rock Music Venue for Cancer Research
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/05/01/u2-guitarist-sistine-chapel-edge_n_9817040.html
May 1, 2016 EXTRACT

The Sistine Chapel can now be called a landmark, religious symbol and a music venue.
U2 guitarist, The Edge, played the first ever rock concert at the Sistine Chapel on Saturday in Vatican City, Reuters reported.

This was a historic event for the 15th century, Michelangelo-painted chapel, which has never before hosted a rock music performance.
The Edge thanked Pope Francis and other Vatican officials "for allowing us to use the most beautiful parish hall in the world", according to Reuters.

He also dedicated his "Walk On" performance to Pope Francis. "My special thanks go to him, to the people's Pope," NBC News reports.

C. Sistine Chapel desecrated with Rock Music concert
http://voxcantor.blogspot.in/2016/05/sistine-chapel-desecrated-with-rock.html 
May 1, 2016

Read it all at Call Me Jorge.

http://callmejorgebergoglio.blogspot.ca/2016/05/rock-n-roll-in-sistine-chapel.html 

Was it not bad enough that these malefactors sold out to Porsche?
2 of 9 readers’ responses
1. Even my wife who is Buddhist knows that this is wrong. They would not allow this to happen in any of their temples.
2. It just gets worse & worse. Are there no God-fearing Cardinals prepared to call out this renegade Pope & coterie? They are simply a disgrace to Jesus Christ and should renounce their red hats & privileges as they have proven to be not fit for purpose.
D. The Tetragrammaton rocks the Sistine Chapel

http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2016/05/the-tetragrammaton-rocks-sistine-chapel.html 

May 3, 2016
Pope Francis addressed participants of the International Conference on the Progress of Regenerative Medicine and its Cultural Impact in the modern Paul VI audience hall on Friday.  U.S. Vice President Joseph Biden also spoke at the conference. The next day, the locale for the entertainment for those in attendance was the Sistine Chapel.

Mister David Evans, known as "The Edge," is the lead guitarist for the rock and roll band "U2." Wearing his hat inside the Sistine Chapel on Saturday, he played four rock songs there (making history not even accomplished during the John Paul II papacy), one of them entitled "Yahweh."

Just eight years ago, under Pope Benedict, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments issued a letter "By directive of the Holy Father" to the bishops' conferences on the name of God:

...in recent years the concept has crept in of pronouncing the God of Israel's proper name, known as the holy or divine tetragrammaton, written with four consonants of the Hebrew alphabet in the form יהוהYHWH.
...Avoiding pronouncing the tetragrammaton of the name of God on the part of the church has therefore its own grounds. Apart from a motive of a purely philological order, there is also that of remaining faithful to the church's tradition, from the beginning, that the sacred tetragrammaton was never pronounced in the Christian context nor translated into any of the languages into which the Bible was translated. ...
In light of what has been expounded, the following directives are to be observed:
1) In liturgical celebrations, in songs and prayers the name of God in the form of the tetragrammaton YHWH is neither to be used or pronounced.
Having made cacophonous history in the chapel where Francis was elected, "The Edge" praised him as "the people's pope" and declared: "He's doing an amazing job and long may he continue."

E. The slide continues… rock in the Sistine Chapel
http://catholicnewslive.com/story/574745 EXTRACT
May 2, 2016
We saw that the Sistine Chapel was rented out to Porsche.
We had the projections of critters on the facade of the Vatican Basilica.

Now we have rock music in, again, the Sistina.

[…]
He didn’t ask. He was asked.

4. Women in skin-tight body suits dance for pope on feast of Chair of St. Peter

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/popes-feast-day-of-chair-of-st.-peter-audience-continues-circus-performer-t
By Claire Chretien, Vatican City, February 22, 2017
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Women wearing skin-tight body suits performed for Pope Francis at his general audience today, the Feast Day of the Chair of St. Peter.

"I am a married man and this picture is harmful to my state of grace," one Twitter user wrote in response to the photo. Another suggested the performance was a "mockery of the Chair of St. Peter."

The women were dressed as cats, with their costumes showing half of their stomachs. They did the splits and danced to cheesy music. 

According to the Daily Missal of the Mystical Body, edited by the Maryknoll Fathers and published in 1961, "Preserved to this day at the Vatican Basilica in Rome is the chair upon which, as history tells us, Pope Peter sat enthroned to exercise his Christ-given authority over the universal Church...Our faith, a gift from God, is strengthened by the teachings of Christ's vicar on earth."

Ostentatiously-dressed circus performers have entertained Pope Francis before. For example, on January 27, 2016, a circus group performed at the pontiff's general audience. Some of the women wore similar body suits with sea shells or giant eyeballs on their breasts. 

"You are creators of beauty," he told the group. "You produce beauty, and beauty does good for the soul. Beauty gets us closer to God."
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In 2015, acrobats and clowns performed at a Catholic education conference at the Paul VI Hall in Rome before Pope Francis spoke.

Whose idea was today's performance? It seems like a strange way to commemorate a Catholic feast day dedicated to the pope's authority and sacred duties.

7 of 61 readers’ responses

1. That is weird. Can you picture Pope Pius X's reaction to Pope Francis and his dancers?
2. I watched the clip. Some of the dancing was more nightclub than Big Top.
3. Whichever of you in the Vatican who is reading this site - and you are--you must, if you have any love for Christ left in you - tell Pope Francis what he is doing -- as he doesn't seem to be aware anymore!1

4. Pope Francis' behavior lately looks like deteriorating dementia to me.

5. Someone needs to stop him.

6. I cannot believe what I just watched. Jesus is hanging on the crucifix before them. Dancing like that. No shame or regard for the person of Jesus.

Appalling. While bishops leer on. St. Peter, pray for us!!!

7. "Rome will lose the Faith and become the seat of the antichrist." -Our Lady of La Salette

"More souls go to Hell because of sins of the flesh than for any other reason." "Certain fashions will be introduced that will offend Our Lord very much." "Woe to women lacking in modesty." -Our Lady of Fatima
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