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                                                                     MARCH 28, 2017
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
51-I AM THE POPE. I DO NOT NEED TO GIVE REASONS FOR ANY OF MY DECISIONS
From: Mark Waterinckx, Catholic apologist, Belgium
Subject: 2016 Annus Horibilis P. Franciscus Date: Sun, 8 Jan 2017 17:47:00 +0100 (CET)
Hereby a chronological list of amazing expressions by a surprising pope Francis (becoming more and more authoritarian and modernistic?) 

Let the Holy Spirit help pope Francis to bring light and unity in the church instead of more confusion and polarisation. -Mark

Report: Pope Francis ordered Cardinal Müller to dismiss three priests from doctrinal office

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/francis-boots-three-priests-out-of-cdf.-why-i-am-the-pope-i-do-not-need-to
By Jan Bentz (LifeSiteNews), Analysis, Rome, January 3, 2016
A well-informed Vatican analyst has reported that over Christmas Pope Francis personally ordered three priests to be dismissed from their duties in the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith.

According to Vaticanist Marco Tosatti, Pope Francis ordered Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Müller, prefect of the congregation, to dismiss the priests because of an unknown incident. Maike Hickson, writing for OnePeterFive, discovered that the three priests are of Slovakian-American, French, and Mexican nationality.

Tosatti reported, as translated by Hickson:

The head of a dicastery has received the order to remove three of his employees (all of whom have worked there for a long time), and it was without any explanation. He [the Prefect] received these official letters: “….I request that you please dismiss ….” The order was: send him [each of them] back into his diocese of origin or to the Religious Family to which he belongs. He [the Prefect of the Congregation] was very perplexed because it was about three excellent priests who are among the most capable professionally. He first avoided obeying and several times asked for an audience with the pope. He had to wait because that meeting was postponed several times. Finally, he was received in an audience. And he said: “Your Holiness, I have received these letters, but I did not do anything because these persons are among the best of my dicastery… what did they do?” The answer was, as follows: “And I am the pope, I do not need to give reasons for any of my decisions. I have decided that they have to leave and they have to leave.” He got up and stretched out his hand in order to indicate that the audience was at an end. On 31 December, two of the three [men] will leave the dicastery in which they have worked for years, and without knowing the why. For the third, there seems to be a certain delay. But then, there is another implication which, if true, would be even more unpleasant. One of the two had freely spoken about certain decisions of the pope – perhaps a little bit too much. A certain person – a friend of a close collaborator of the pope – heard this disclosure and passed it on. The victim received then a very harsh telephone call from Number One [i.e., the pope]. And then soon came the dismissal.

Just before Christmas in his traditional address to the Roman Curia, Pope Francis denounced “malicious resistance” against him and his works that allegedly come from the ranks of his own cardinals and officials. Tosatti himself sees evidence that there is some kind of “reciprocal anger” between Curia members and the Pope. This is not surprising because Catholics often hear Pope Francis critiquing his own Church and priests while praising estranged bodies like the UN for their efforts in human rights.

Tosatti speaks of an “autocratic fever that seems to have broken out in the Vatican.” Interestingly enough, this authoritative step is in seeming contradiction with Pope Francis’ hailed “mercy” and his supposedly gentle ways of dealing with people.

The dismissal also points to the “climate of fear” shared by many in the Vatican who live in suspense as to whether they will be removed from their positions or encounter reprimands, as LifeSiteNews reported.

This removal of the priests could presage an even more drastic overhaul of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The elevation of liberal members to the CDF can be expected, as has already happened in the Congregation for Divine Worship led by Cardinal Robert Sarah. Cardinal Christoph Schönborn has been called one of Pope Francis’ favorites for the position of prefect for the CDF, speculation supported by the pope's decision to highlight Schonborn's interpretation of Amoris Laetitia as authoritative. The Pontifical Academy for Life — another orthodox body of the Church, reliable for its faithfulness to tradition and the moral teaching of the Church — experienced a similar “refurbishment.”

Mark Waterinckx’ Comment:

Why is it always a case of too little too late when it comes to defending the Faith? Great point which begs the question of when the college of cardinals will put a stop to Bergoglio and his sycophants? Read a chronology of quotes and headlines from his installation to the present and it’s plain to see Bergoglio is relentlessly attacking the Church from within. The destruction extends well beyond adultery, communion and Amoris Laetitia.

The story presented here is but a microcosm of the chaos that is Jorge Bergoglio. So who will stand in defence of the Faith and call out Bergoglio for his numerous offences against God, Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church?
3 of 55 readers’ comments

1. I have come to the conclusion that there is only one thing left to do concerning this Pope: resistance! The Faith comes first, not second or third to "climate change," or other such nonsense. 
2. The mercy of Francis looks like that- eliminating faithful Catholics everywhere and ruling like a despot. No Catholic with integrity and intellectual honesty can defend a destructive and dishonest man like Francis. After 3 years of games of confusion, deceit and Jesuit doublespeak he exposed himself as an enemy of the Catholic faith. The mercy of Francis has only one purpose to endorse sin and heretics that want to demolish the Catholic Church. A wise man said the best hiding place for arrogance, haughtiness is- paraded humbleness. That's why Francis makes so much noise about being humble and mercyful to deceive and please people. He is neither humble nor mercyful his bad fruits speak a clear language and are enough proof. Actions speak louder than words.
3. Prior to being elected pope, he condoned same-sex sexual relationships as long as they were "private", did not include children, and were not called marriage. He was elected by a very powerful lobby to be pope, a lobby that denies the Sanctity of the marital act, and thus denies that God Is the Author of Love, of Life, and of Marriage.
Vatican official close to Pope’s inner circle shares explosive information

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-official-close-to-popes-inner-circle-shares-explosive-information
The Editors, (LifeSiteNews), January 3, 2017

Just over a year ago, a reader had a revealing and candid conversation with a Vatican official close to Pope Francis’ inner circle.

They were travelling on the same flight to Rome; the official was on his way back from the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, just before the 2015 Ordinary Synod on the Family.

What he said was remarkable for its rejection of orthodoxy and contempt for the core teachings of the Catholic faith.

The reader has kindly shared the contents of their exchange, one that offers valuable insights into how this pontificate viewed the Synod on the Family, Holy Communion for remarried divorcees without an annulment, and various personalities leading the Church today.

We do not doubt the authenticity of the exchange. The reader’s account of their conversation is below:

Plane conversation

I boarded the plane and took my seat. An older, rather heavy-set Italian who looked like he’d eaten his fair share of pasta sat down next to me. We exchanged greetings, and he introduced himself as an official of the former Pontifical Council for the Family, headed by Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia.
The official seemed to feel quite free to speak, and was keen to express that he knew Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops. There were a couple of moments during our conversation when he admitted he had spoken at length to Cardinal Baldisseri, but he could not reveal the contents of their conversation.
Our conversation quickly turned to the upcoming Synod. I simply asked questions and was sincerely listening and interested in his viewpoint. Also on this account, I think he felt free to speak. The beginning of our conversation focused a lot on the Kasper proposal,* and I was trying to understand the logic behind it.
Question: [After asking repeatedly about how someone can enter a second union when the first marriage is sacramental and valid] I don’t understand. If the first marriage was sacramental and valid, how can someone be admitted to Communion if they are in a second civil union? What about the indissolubility of marriage?
Response: What do you do when the indissolubility is dead, when there’s no more feeling?

[“Come si fa quando l’indissolubilta è morta, quando non c’è piu sentimento?]

I thought to myself: This is the last thing a priest should say to a newly married couple who is experiencing difficulty.
After some back and forth, I asked:
Question: But what about Pope John Paul II’s Familiaris Consortio, 84? **

Response: How can we accept [“ammettere”] it? It was written 30 years ago …

Question: But what about where Pope John Paul II says, in FC 84, that according to the Sacred Scripture and Tradition, someone who’s first marriage is valid and who is in a second union can’t be admitted to Holy Communion unless they live as brother and sister.

Response: We can’t expect a man and woman who are sleeping in the same bed to live as brother and sister.

Our conversation turned to some of the people the Pope had appointed to the Synod.
Question: The Pope chose Cardinal Kasper to attend the Synod. Do you think this means the Pope agrees with Kasper?

Response: [Notable Pause] … Yes

Question: What do you think of Kasper?

Response: “He’s the most intelligent man in the room.”

Question: And Cardinal Burke? …

Response: [Quickly he said] He’s not coming. He doesn’t count for anything; he’s too Lefebvrist.  [“Non conta per niente; è troppo Lefebvrista”]

Question: But I imagine there will be a lot of opposition from some of the bishops and cardinals at the Synod, especially from Africa, America, Poland. What will Pope Francis do?

Response: “He will listen, and then he’ll do what he wants.”

Question: But what about Pope Benedict? I don’t imagine he would agree.

Response: He’s a theologian, but he’s got no pastoral experience.

Question: And the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith?

Response: [With what seemed a disparaging tone] They think they are the guardians of the faith! The Pope is the guardian of the faith.

Question: I heard that the Pope appointed Cardinal Danneels*** to attend the Synod …

Response: Ah, what a good man … he is refined … [“è raffinato”]

Our conversation eventually turned to other more benign topics, then ended until we arrived in Rome. When we landed, he gave me his name and telephone number.
Notes:
* The Kasper Proposal was a thesis presented by Cardinal Walter Kasper at the Extraordinary Consistory of February 2014 in which he suggested a penitential path for some remarried divorcees that would eventually lead to them being admitted to the sacraments, even though the Church has traditionally viewed such persons as living in an adulterous relationship.

**Familiaris Consortio is Pope St. John Paul II’s 1981 apostolic exhortation on the family. Paragraph 84 explicitly reaffirmed the Church’s practice, which is based upon Sacred Scripture, of not admitting to Eucharistic Communion divorced persons who have remarried. It states if these people were admitted to the Eucharist, “the faithful would be led into error and confusion regarding the Church's teaching about the indissolubility of marriage.” It also states that reconciliation in the sacrament of Penance which would open the way to the Eucharist is only possible if they live as brother and sister, abstaining from sexual relations.

***Cardinal Godfried Danneels, the archbishop emeritus of Mechelen-Brussels, tried to cover up a sex abuse case involving a fellow bishop in 2010. An audio recording leaked to the Belgian media revealed the cardinal urged the victim not to reveal that his abuser was his uncle Roger Vangheluwe, Bishop of Bruges, until the bishop had retired. The cardinal asked the victim if he would wait until Bishop Vangheluwe retired before going public, and even told him to “ask forgiveness” and “acknowledge your own guilt”. The victim responded: “Whose forgiveness do I have to seek? I am not the one to ask for forgiveness.” Despite the cover-up and Cardinal Danneels’ controversial views on such issues as same-sex marriage and abortion, Pope Francis personally invited him to participate in both synods on the family as one of his handpicked delegates.
Readers have left 85 comments

Pope yet again derides defenders of Church teaching as not like Christ

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/pope-yet-again-derides-defenders-of-church-teaching-as-not-like-christ
By Lisa Bourne, January 12, 2017
Pope Francis
 took aim at Catholics concerned with Church doctrine again Tuesday, preaching at Mass that “doctors of the law” were incoherent, hypocritical, clericalist, and lacking in real authority.

Christ’s authority was derived from His service and proximity to people and the fact “he was coherent,” the pope said in his morning Mass homily at Casa Santa Marta.

But his frequent and repeated derision of doctors of the law and Pharisees closely resembled negative assessments he has leveled at Orthodox Catholics at all echelons with ever-increasing frequency.

The doctors of the law considered themselves princes, the pope said, and they are the opposite of Christ, who had authority, was coherent, and close to people.

“These doctors of the law … these had a psychology of princes: ‘We are the masters, the princes, and we teach you. Not service: we command, you obey,’” Pope Francis stated. “And Jesus never passed Himself off like a prince: He was the servant of all, and this is what gave him authority.”

The Pharisees were detached from the people, he continued, and despised “the poor people, the ignorant. They liked to walk about the piazzas, in nice clothing.”

He said the doctors of the law were also guilty of clericalism, a pejorative term he has frequently used for traditional prelates. “Those detached people, these doctors, had a clericalist psychology: They taught with a clericalist authority – that’s clericalism,” he stressed.

Citing Blessed Paul VI’s 1975 apostolic exhortation Evangelii 

 HYPERLINK "http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi.html" nuntiandi, he said, “One sees the heart of a pastor who is close [to the people]: that’s where you find the authority of the Pope, closeness,” going on to say “the head is the one who serves, who turns everything upside down, like an iceberg.”

Then Pope Francis stated, “one who considers himself a prince has a ‘clericalist attitude’ – that is, hypocritical.”

Jesus counseled His disciples not to do what those with a clericalist attitude tell them, the pontiff said.

“They were incoherent. And the attitude Jesus uses of them so often is hypocritical,” Pope Francis said. “And it is understood that one who considers himself a prince, who has a clericalist attitude, who is a hypocrite, doesn’t have authority! He speaks the truth, but without authority.”

Obliquely referencing the current conflict in the Church between her eternal teaching and proposed changes in pastoral practice, fueled by his populist pontificate, the pope said Jesus’ authority came from His being humble, close to people and coherent.

He said, “And this is the authority that the people of God senses.”

The pope’s homily remarks come amid growing concerns of a climate of fear at the Vatican under his reign, as well as increasingly frequent reports (my footnote 2) of an autocratic leadership style.

The climate of fear
 was observed by LifeSiteNews representatives this past November during a semi-annual Rome visit. LifeSite’s co-founders and Rome correspondent witnessed for the first time ever “a consistent pattern of widespread anxiety and very real fear” among Vatican prelates and staff.

There was fear of being removed from their positions or fired from their jobs in Vatican agencies, and also of facing severe public or private reprimands and personal accusations from those close to the pope or even from Pope Francis himself. There is also fear over the damaging direction of the Church and helplessness to stop it.

“One can sense the fear,” they were told by a high-level cleric. “It is tangible.” (My footnote 3)
There were reports of police state-type monitoring of Vatican workers and clerics, and LifeSite personnel saw hostile and obstructive handling of the press after the November consistory when probing questions of issues related to Francis were asked.

During his annual Christmas address to the Curia in late December, the pope pointedly criticized those who resisted his reforms, dividing them into categories, listing “good cases of resistance,” “open” and “hidden” resistance, and in a thinly veiled shot at traditional individuals resisting his agenda, he used the term “malicious resistance.”

This “malicious resistance” “springs up in misguided minds,” he said, and comes forth “when the devil inspires ill intentions.” He went on to say the resistance “takes refuge in traditions, appearances, formalities, in the familiar, or else in a desire to make everything personal, failing to distinguish between the act, the actor, and the action.”
This holiday assailing echoed his past Christmas addresses
 where he would present his papal vision while panning unnamed opponents.

The remarks demonstrate a pattern (my footnote 2) of verbal assaults on orthodox Catholics so well established that a list titled “The Pope Francis Little Book of Insults” was compiled in recent years
.
Pope Francis closed both the 2014 Extraordinary and 2015 Ordinary Synods on the Family with backhanded critiques of those Synod fathers who resisted the idea of tacit allowance of Holy Communion for those in irregular unions such as the divorced and civilly remarried, common law and same-sex couples.

In both Synod closing addresses, Pope Francis took shots at those among the Synod fathers who had stood strong for marriage.

After those who sought to uphold the indissolubility of marriage had been better organized and vocal at the 2015 Synod, the pope gave a scathing censure (see article no. 6 on page 7 of QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 47-CRASS COMMENTS AND AD HOMINEM ATTACKS ON FAITHFUL CATHOLICS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_47-CRASS_COMMENTS_AND_AD_HOMINEM_ATTACKS_ON_FAITHFUL_CATHOLICS.doc) to conclude the contentious gathering, condemning “the closed hearts which frequently hide even behind the Church’s teachings or good intentions, in order to sit in the chair of Moses and judge, sometimes with superiority and superficiality … ”

The pope further said, “The Synod experience also made us better realize that the true defenders of doctrine are not those who uphold its letter, but its spirit …”

The year before (my footnote 4) in his closing Synod address, Pope Francis spoke of “traditionalists” with their “hostile inflexibility,” and who would not allow themselves to be “surprised by God.”

He also indicted those concerned with upholding Church principles as creating “unbearable burdens” and “casting stones at sinners and the weak.”
Criticisms from within the Curia of a climate of discomfort and conflict in the Francis Vatican
 were surfacing as early as several months earlier in May of that year. 

Orthodox prelates were already weary of the effects of the “Whom am I to judge?” tagline attributed to the pope and wary of the brewing storm between liberal and orthodox cardinals and bishops at the forthcoming Synod.

Tuesday’s homily also closely follows the pope’s personal Christmas-time sacking of three longtime and accomplished priests from the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith.

The removal is part of a Francis pattern with orthodox and traditional groups and individuals; it’s justification remains unknown. But reports have indicated the pope’s explanation revealed continually emerging dictatorial tendencies.

The Congregation’s Prefect, Cardinal Gerhard Muller inquired with Pope Francis, “These persons are among the best of my dicastery … what did they do?” The pontiff is said to have abruptly ended the meeting with Cardinal Muller but not before replying, “And I am the pope, I do not need to give reasons for any of my decisions. I have decided that they have to leave and they have to leave.”

3 of 131 readers’ comments
1. Pope Francis is to the Church what Obama is to the United States. He is a bitter old man who has shown his disdain for the exceptionalism and primacy of the Catholic Church. He does NOT believe that the Catholic Church is the ONLY church instituted by Jesus Christ, as his public actions and words have unfortunately revealed. He HATES tradition and the splendor and beauty of Catholicism, in her churches, cathedrals, liturgies, and yes, the vesture of the Church "princes" he so despises.

He thinks that by wearing drab, ordinary modern Mass vestments, it somehow automatically makes HIM, Pope Francis, more humble than all the previous popes, who were arrayed in splendid vestments. As if the liturgy is all about HIM, Pope Francis, personally, and not about the magnificence of the Catholic Church, whose accoutrements should always reflect the glory and magnificence of God. "I love the beauty of Thy House, the place where Thy Glory dwelleth". 

Cardinal Raymond Burke understands this. You know, the Cardinal who would probably be laicized and excommunicated if Bergoglio got his way.

May God convert Pope Francis, and ASAP bless the Church and the world with a new Holy Father--meek, humble, courageous, whose burning desire is the honor and glory of God, and the salvation of souls, and who will restore the Catholic Church to her previous authority and splendor, and likewise restore the ancient sacred liturgy throughout all the Church... and who will consecrate Russia by name to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen!
2. Every time I hear Francis attempt to bend Catholicism to his will as though he were God I am reminded of this:

"Let no man deceive you by any means, for unless there come a revolt first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, Who opposeth, and is lifted up above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that he sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself as if he were God." 2 Thessalonians 3-4

Who does Francis actually think is listening to him at this point, other than the far left/socialist/SJWs and those too wedded to papolatry to tell the difference between authentic Catholic teaching and whatever the reigning pontiff happens to say on a given day? Practically everyone else has already tuned him out, for the sake of their own sanity.

If he wasn't in a position of such power, I would almost feel sorry for him, as he is clearly a bitter, angry old man.
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