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Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
56-BRUTAL DISMISSAL OF CARDINAL GERHARD MULLER AS PREFECT OF THE CDF
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Cdl. Gerhard Müller Booted from CDF
Speculation that Boston's Cdl. Sean O'Malley will replace him
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/cdl.-gerhard-mueller-booted-from-cdf 

By Christine Niles, M. St. (Oxon.), J.D., Vatican City, June 30, 2017

The Vatican's chief doctrinal watchdog has been dismissed from his post. Reports claim Cdl. Gerhard Müller, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) — and outspoken critic of the agenda to open Holy Communion to the divorced and remarried — is being removed by Pope Francis at the end of Müller's five-year term, July 2, 2017. Speculation is that Boston's Cdl. Sean O'Malley may replace him.

The news follows months of rumors that Müller's time at the CDF was nearing an end, as he became increasingly vocal about his denunciations of attempts to change Church discipline and doctrine on marriage and the sacraments.

"I have said it many times, and I repeat it here again," he said in remarks made June 21, "Jesus established clearly, and without doubt, the indissolubility of valid matrimony. This is what we must preach, declare and explain to the Catholic faithful."

Addressing the worldwide confusion following Amoris Laetitia and various dioceses using it to open up Holy Communion to those in adulterous or homosexual relationships, the cardinal explained, "Contrition, confession and reparation are the three necessary elements for absolution. These are the immediate conditions for receiving the Holy Eucharist, Jesus Christ, who is the same divine Person who forgives us."
A December shake-up at the CDF caught Müller by surprise, who lost three of his best staff.  According to Vaticanista Marco Tosatti, 

[Cdl. Müller] was very perplexed, because they were good priests, and among the most professionally capable. He declined to obey, and asked the Pope for a private audience. He had to wait because the meeting was postponed several times. Finally he was received. He said, "Your Holiness, I received these letters, but I have not done anything, as these persons are among the best in the Congregation. What have they done?" The answer was: "I'm the pope, and I don't have to give reasons for any of my decisions. I've decided that they must go, and therefore they must go." He stood up, extending his hand, signaling that the meeting was over. 
Müller later confirmed he had been caught off guard by the pope's move.

Some speculate tensions between the cardinal and Pope Francis began when Müller added his name to a letter of protest at the 2015 Synod, which sharply criticized the lack of transparency and consultation, going so far as to hint at an agenda. "A number of Fathers feel the new process seems designed to facilitate predetermined results on important disputed questions."

The letter criticized the lack of "openness and genuine collegiality," and ended with a note of warning about the potential collapse of the Church if the Synod was not cautious in its discussions of issues like Communion to the divorced and remarried, which could "raise even more fundamental issues about how the Church, going forward, should interpret and apply the Word of God, Her doctrines and Her disciplines to changes in culture."

Pope Francis rejected the letter's suggestions.

Spanish newspaper Clarìn speculates Cdl. O'Malley of Boston is being eyed to head the CDF, a Franciscan who has come under fire for his refusal to confront Catholic politicians, including attending a gala ceremony in honor of President Obama in May, appearing with Democrat John Kerry at a graduation ceremony in 2014, and sitting in choir at pro-abort stalwart Ted Kennedy's funeral in 2009.

4 of 245 readers’ comments
1. Mueller needs to SPEAK OUT by clearly stating that his temporal boss is a first class heretic!!!

2. It is nothing short of an emergency situation in the Catholic Church.

3. Another Pope Francis disaster. The pope can't deal with those who speak Catholic Truth that he doesn't agree with or want to hear. Like Cardinal Burke, Cardinal Muller is a strong defender of the Catholic Faith and doesn't back down, so he had to go. O'Malley is weak and will not rock the boat, just what Pope Francis wants as he wrecks the Catholic Church. I have little doubt that O'Malley played a major role in the pope getting rid of our great Bishop Robert Finn here in the Kansas City St. Joseph Diocese for supposedly mishandling a case of a priest found with child pornography on his computer. That was just an excuse for Pope Francis to get rid of an orthodox bishop.

4. I just bumped into Michael (Voris) today at the Convocation of Catholic Leaders here in Orlando, where many of the country's Bishops are at the moment. I was shocked and saddened when he told me that they denied him admittance.

Things are going from bad to worse in the Church, and our leadership doesn't seem to want to let anyone near who might ask penetrating questions. This lack of accountability apparently penetrates every level...what can we do?

Beleaguered Cardinal Müller to Exit CDF July 2nd
https://onepeterfive.com/beleaguered-cardinal-muller-to-exit-cdf-july-2nd
By Steve Skojec, June 30, 2017

Rumors of Cardinal Gerhard Müller’s impending departure as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith are nothing new. But last week, a new story hit the radar, largely-unnoticed in the English-speaking world. The Argentinian newspaper Clarín ran a report saying that Pope Francis planned to take advantage of the looming July 2 deadline on Müller’s five-year mandate to send him on his way. Without Müller to stand in the way, Clarín reported, “the path of renewal of the last phase of the pontificate of Jorge Bergoglio, who in December will turn 81, would be open.”

Today, new reports confirming the Clarín story — without any additional detail — are appearing at Corrispondenza Romana & Rorate Caeli. OnePeterFive has confirmed with our own sources close to the CDF that the reports are true: Cardinal Müller will be leaving his position as Prefect of the CDF on Sunday, July 2nd.

It is interesting that Rorate has chosen to frame Müller’s role at the post-Amoris Laetitia (AL) CDF as adversarial:

Cardinal Müller is one of the cardinals who sought to interpret Amoris Laetitia along the lines of a hermeneutic of continuity with Church Tradition. This was enough to put him among the critics of the new course imposed by Pope Bergoglio.

It is true that Müller has chosen to view the post-synodal apostolic exhortation through rose-colored glasses. In January, in an interview with Italian television station TGCOM24, the German cardinal said that “Amoris Laetitia is very clear in its doctrine and [in it] we can interpret [sic] the whole doctrine of Jesus concerning marriage, the whole doctrine of the Church of 2000 years history.” This may not have been well-received by those who see Communion for the divorced and remarried, regardless of repentance, as a new and different path for the Church.

But during that same interview, he also openly criticized the dubia, saying explicitly that AL does not pose “any danger to the Faith”:

Cardinal Müller even said that he was surprised that the Letter of the Four Cardinals to the pope – containing the dubia concerning Amoris Laetitia – had been published. “I do not like that,” he added. In Müller’s eyes, it is not at all appropriate “almost to force the pope to answer with ‘yes’ or ‘no’” with regard to the dubia, especially because “there is not any danger to the Faith” which would then fittingly call for such a fraternal correction. Thus, such a correction of the pope “seems to me far away,” according to the Prefect of the Congregation for Doctrine. He also considers it unfortunate that these matters are now being discussed “publicly.”

Müller has thus become an odd and unlikely ally of the current scheme of implementation of AL, and struck a profound blow against the Four Cardinals and their dubia. He has been treated incredibly poorly, considering the importance and centrality of his position as CDF prefect. He was not given a copy of the final text of Amoris Laetitia for doctrinal review, but instead a much less problematic version of the draft. 
Even so, Müller told a senior official that the CDF “had submitted many, many corrections, and not one of the corrections was accepted”. He was forced by the pope to fire three of his most trusted priests from the CDF early this year for no specific reason. He has been publicly embarrassed by Pope Francis and some of his trusted advisers, who have been allowed to treat him with contempt:

Müller himself is often disrespected and passed over by Francis and his closest advisors. In an interview in January, 2014, Honduran Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga, a member of Francis’ inner circle, proffered naked scorn at Müller’s rejection of Holy Communion to the divorced and remarried, saying that the prefect “only thinks in black-and-white terms” and that “the world isn’t like that”. Archbishop Victor Fernández, another close friend of Francis who is believed to be the chief ghostwriter of Amoris Laetitia, gave an interview in May of 2015 that was perceived as a direct attack on statements made by the Prefect of the CDF. In May of this year, Maike Hickson reported that “Carlos Osoro, the archbishop of Madrid, Spain, forbade Cardinal Gerhard Müller from presenting his new book on hope at the Catholic University San Dámaso, because this book is — Osoro alleges — ‘against the pope’.” In December, Kathpress.at, an official publication of the Austrian Bishops’ conference under the leadership of papal ally Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, edited an interview with Müller in such a way as to leave some of his most important remarks about Amoris Laetitia on the cutting room floor.  And on multiple occasions, Francis has signaled his preference — or even deference — to Cardinal Walter Kasper on matters of theology, such that the openly heterodox prelate is known as “the pope’s theologian”.

In my January 11, 2017 commentary (linked above) I outlined the “climate of fear” at the Vatican, and the fear that many who work at the Vatican are being monitored, KGB-style. In a related report, I mentioned how “Vatican-issued cell phones and email addresses are treated with absolute suspicion, and reports of employees being quietly dismissed from congregations like the CDF for the crime of agreeing with the resistance to Amoris Laetitia have surfaced.” I have personally spoken with individuals who have experienced accidental playback of recorded phone calls when speaking with Vatican sources, or who have been told by sources that they should not discuss things over the phone. I also outlined in some detail the stories of abuse received by Catholic journalists, and the claims made by Vatican correspondent Edward Pentin concerning “political manipulation, deceit, and calumny happening within Vatican walls.” In May, a communique was made public from the Dean of the College of Cardinals to the cardinals living in Rome which called upon a “noble tradition” that prescribed that all cardinals living in the eternal city must “inform the Holy Father, by way of the Secretariat of State, the period of their absence from Rome and the address of their stay.” And even more recently, I’ve heard reports (as yet unsourced) of more draconian, police-state procedures being carried out — unannounced office raids and long interview/interrogation sessions of staff members.

Sources close to Cardinal Müller had always related to us that the cardinal’s general sentiment was that he could do more good from the inside than from the outside. He was also concerned about who might be tapped to replace him. (In the Clarín story, it is suggested that Cardinal Sean O’Malley is a likely candidate; others believe that Cardinal Cristoph Schönborn may be chosen as an extension of his role as the pope’s handpicked interpreter of Amoris Laetitia.)

But one wonders what good Müller thought he could truly accomplish if he was being actively hindered and was himself afraid to take a firm, unequivocal stance. As I wrote back in January, the cardinal appeared to be manifesting symptoms of Stockholm Syndrome:

It is clear that with divergent practices being implemented by various bishops around the world, the pope himself confirming that Holy Communion can be given to the divorced and remarried in certain circumstances, and the official interpreters of the exhortation trying to pass it off as “binding”, we are faced with nothing less than a “separation of the theory and practice of the faith.” If that is, indeed, a “christological heresy” — as Müller himself has claimed — it would therefore constitute a “danger to the faith” by any reasonable standard.

With the stakes thus clarified, certain conclusions are inescapable. If Cardinal Müller thinks he can stand athwart the darkness by staying where he is, trying to tamp down the fires of discontent stirred up by the dubia from within the Vatican apparatus by means of a more subtle, diplomatic approach, he is seriously mistaken. And if he is being told what to say, and willing to do so (recall similar reports that Msgr. Pinto from the Roman Rota was given a papal order to attack the Four Cardinals) then it is impossible for him to be trusted — and it suggests that he has come to identify, somehow, with those who have essentially held him captive in his increasingly ineffectual position.

At the time, I cited an article from John Allen at Crux, as regards Francis’ peculiar way of handling personnel issues:

In a nutshell, Pope Francis’s approach to difficult personnel choices is to keep people in place, while entrusting the real responsibility to somebody else and thus rendering the original official, if not quite irrelevant, certainly less consequential.

But sitting on the fence doesn’t make a man an ally of either side. Mediocrity is never enough to save us. Müller resisted Francis just enough to make himself a problem, but resisted making a stand just enough to lose the trust of those who wanted to see in him a beacon of hope as the Church’s chief defender of doctrine.

By trying to be useful to both sides of this dispute, he became useless to both. And now he’s gone, and he never used the weight and authority of his position to say what he should have said — to stand with the Four Cardinals, and all the countless unnamed Catholics besides, and choose Christ, whatever the cost.

I spoke with Maike Hickson about this story this morning, and she offered a sobering perspective. “From now on,” she told me, “wherever he goes, he will have people ask him ‘But what did you do? You were there, why did you not say something?'”

“As Germans,” she said, referencing the sentiment that still lingers toward the German people for the perception that they did not sufficiently oppose the atrocities of the Nazis, “this is something we have dealt with for sixty years.”
Sources close to Cardinal Müller have indicated that his removal from his position — where he clearly felt a duty to try to work harmoniously with the pope — may in fact lead him to feel more free in his own assessment of the current crisis.

I hope this is the case. And I hope it’s not too late to matter.

3 of 201 readers’ comments
1. This is something that needed to happen. As awful as his replacement will be, and his replacement (barring a St. Thomas Becket style conversion) will be awful. Yet, this must come to pass for the purification of the Church. The Charcoal Fire is burning in the Vatican and the 30 Pieces of Silver are echoing throughout its halls.

I pray that Gerhard Cardinal Müller (and many others) will publically align with the Four Cardinal's. I pray for the Church, especially the stupefied laity who are being led off the cliff of eternal Damnation by their damnable wolf-shepherds and the vast multitude of pathetic hirelings.

Pray for priests, for they are about to undergo the test that will determine their eternal fate. May God strengthen them to face the evil that is present.

Matthew 6:23 "...but if your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!" –Fr. RP
2. I agree, much as it literally sickens me to see it happen.

But let it also be a lesson. Prelates who seek to straddle the fence as Mueller has, are going to go down anyway. They might as well go down fighting. Mueller was a classic post-Conciliar "orthodox" prelate, no, he was the penultimate post-Conciliar orthodox prelate, living in a pretend world where orthodoxy and heresy can co-exist in peace together.

May Mueller wake up to this fact and may all the actual Catholic prelates now see this in high relief. Trying to appease this Pope while maintaining an orthodox position is NOT going to save you from the axe.

I hope Mueller and the 4 Cardinals and Sarah and the rest of the supposed orthodox prelates burn with a righteous rage as the rape of the Church continues. I hope it motivates them to action.

May God make this clear to ALL of them and may God save the Catholic Church.

3. The so-called "hermeneutic of continuity" was on life support under Francis/Bergoglio with Mueller as head of the CDF. Now, it's officially deceased. Let the chips fall where they may and, as you said, may every man in the episcopate display his true colors, with none of this middle of the road nonsense.

Pope taps Jesuit to head CDF

Abp. Luis Ladaria will be replacing Cdl. Gerhard Müller
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pope-taps-jesuit-to-head-cdf 
By Christine Niles, M. St. (Oxon.), J.D., Vatican City, July 1, 2017

Pope Francis is choosing a fellow Jesuit to lead the Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF). After Friday's bombshell news that he would not be renewing Cdl. Gerhard Müller's term, which ends July 2, a Saturday communiqué announced the appointment of Abp. Luis Ladaria to take his place.
Ladaria, 73, has served as secretary of the CDF since 2008, when he was also named titular archbishop of Thibica, Spain. He has served as vice rector at the Pontifical Gregorian University, as well as Secretary General of the International Theological Commission. In 2006, he headed the Commission's re-examination of the question of limbo, which concluded that hope exists for children who die unbaptized to receive salvation. It remains lay opinion and not official Church dogma.

Pope Francis appointed Ladaria in August to lead the commission looking into the possibility of women deacons.

The communiqué thanked Müller for his service and did not say whether he'd be continuing in another role at the CDF.

3 of 102 readers’ comments
1. The nightmare continues.

2. Well, at least Cardinal Müller is free to join the Dubia now. Pray for him that he does.

3. Ladaria is a Universalist (Everybody goes to Heaven.). This is his book, "Jesus Christ, Salvation of All" available on Amazon: 
Review: "Luis F. Ladaria SJ presents a powerful statement openly advocating the doctrine of universal salvation (as well as divination or deification of the saved as the goal of God for individual human beings). His advocacy of universal salvation is undeniable and openly proclaimed."
Timeline suggests reasons for Pope’s dismissal of conservative from top Vatican doctrine post

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/timeline-suggests-reasons-for-popes-dismissal-of-conservative-from-top-vati
July 1, 2017

From his appointment by Pope Benedict XVI as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith in 2012, Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Müller has spoken out for orthodoxy amid a chorus of opposing voices in the Vatican. This role became visible during the two Synods of the Family in 2014 and 2015 as he publicly opposed powerful clerics from his native Germany such as Cardinals Walter Kasper and Reinhard Marx.
As the debate leading up to the Synods was taking place in late 2013 Cardinal Müller made a pre-emptive strike by stating unflinchingly that Communion for divorced and remarried Catholics is not possible. “If the prior marriage of two divorced and remarried members of the faithful was valid, under no circumstances can their new union be considered lawful, and therefore reception of the sacraments is intrinsically impossible,” he wrote, quoting Cardinal Josef Ratzinger.

Shortly thereafter, Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga, chairman of the Pope’s private council of eight cardinals, publicly chastised Müller for being too strict on truth. “The world, my brother, the world is not like that. You should be a little flexible when you hear other voices, so that you not only listen and say, ‘No and here is the wall’.”

In what may seem incredible now, in the middle of the two Synods Cardinal Müller said openly that the attempt to separate the Catholic Church’s teaching from her practice is “heresy.” In remarks to the International Theological Commission, reprinted in the Vatican newspaper in early December 2014, Müller said, “Each division between ‘theory’ and ‘practice’ of the faith would be a reflection of a subtle Christological ‘heresy.’”

When Cardinal Marx, another member of the one of the Pope’s council of eight cardinal advisors, and head of the German Bishops Conference, went public saying that the German bishops would chart their own course on the question of allowing Communion for those in “irregular” sexual unions, Cardinal Müller condemned the proposal in no uncertain terms. “This is an absolutely anti-Catholic idea that does not respect the catholicity of the Church,” he said.

He added that not even the papal Magisterium is free to change doctrine. “Every word of God is entrusted to the Church, but it is not superior to the Word,” he said. “The Magisterium is not superior to the word of God. The reverse is true.”

During the period between the two Synods, as the Church seemed in confusion over doctrine, the Vatican doctrine chief took it upon himself to set the record straight. He gave multiple interviews and talks defending the traditional stance of the Church on the indissolubility of marriage and the catholicity of the Church. He warned of schism in the Church, and was frequently having to creatively interpret statements from the Pope that seemed to counter the doctrine of the Church.

It was at this time that Cardinal Müller seemed to come under fire from sources connected to the Pope. In addition to the war of words with Cardinal Marx, papal biographer and Vatican specialist reporter Andrea Tornielli went after Cardinal Müller, questioning him on his corrections of the Pope.

Muller admitted that he had had to correct the Pope theologically. “Pope Francis is not a 'professional theologian', but has been largely formed by his experiences in the field of the pastoral care, which is very different here with us [in the West],” he said. He characterized Francis’ reaction to his corrections this way: “That is what he [Pope Francis] has said already three or four times himself, publicly (laughs); and then he gave me a hug so that – as he said – the gossip ceases with regard to this matter.”

Even after the publication of Amoris Laetitia, Cardinal Müller maintained that the Pope’s exhortation did not allow for Communion for Catholic remarried divorcees. He did so even in the face of the Pope’s signature on documents backing the opposite interpretation.

It was then, in late 2016, that pressure on Cardinal Muller from Pope Francis became more palpable. Pope Francis unceremoniously ordered Cardinal Muller to dismiss three priests from their posts inside the CDF. According to one of the most noted Vatican reporters, when Muller questioned the Pope about the dismissal, the pope replied: “I am the pope, I do not need to give reasons for any of my decisions. I have decided that they have to leave and they have to leave.”

In Vatican circles, speculation began about Vienna Cardinal Christoph Schönborn replacing Muller as head of the CDF. Sources close to the Cardinal suggest that Muller took such speculation seriously and sought to put a friendlier face on his relationship with Pope Francis. During this time he penned a book about Pope Benedict and Pope Francis in which he suggested there was only a difference of character between the two rather than a difference of doctrine.

The book apparently did little to settle the matter.

Rather than advising reporters seeking an interpretation of Amoris Laetitia to go to the Vatican doctrine chief, the Pope referred them to Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, whom he called a “great theologian who knows the doctrine of the Church.”

Schonborn’s interpretation contradicted that of Muller’s, allowing in certain cases for Communion for divorced and remarried Catholics.

Cardinal Muller stepped up his show of loyalty to the Pope with an overt challenge to the four dubia Cardinals – Raymond Burke, Joachim Meisner, Carlo Caffarra and Walter Brandmüller. Despite the fact that the dubia Cardinals were fighting for exactly the same interpretation of Amoris as Cardinal Muller was pushing, he publicly criticized them.

Cardinal Müller told an Italian TV-channel in January 2017 that there was no need for a “fraternal correction” of the pope since the pope has not put the faith and Catholic teaching in danger. “The Pope is basically forced to answer with ‘yes or no’. I don’t like that,” he said.

By May of this year, Müller had softened his stance against the dubia Cardinals, saying that they had asked "legitimate questions to the pope," but regretted that they were made public.

And even though the Pope made it more and more and more clear that his interpretation of Amoris Laetitia was opposed to that of Cardinal Muller’s, the Vatican doctrine chief continues till now saying otherwise.

In fact in yet another book released in February of this year Cardinal Muller suggests that not only must Amoris Laetitia be interpreted in light of the Church’s traditional teaching and discipline, he adds that the Pope has no authority to alter it.

While Cardinal Muller may now lose his exalted post as guardian of the doctrine of the faith in the Catholic Church, he went down trying his best to maintain the faith despite personal attack. His calculated moves to retain his position were, we learn from those close to him, not made out of any desire for power, but only out of concern that a successor in his post less given to maintaining orthodoxy may do harm to the Church.
2 of 43 readers’ comments

1. Cardinal Müller's days as Prefect of the CDF were numbered at the start of this pontificate. Liberal supporters of PF have wanted his head for a long time & he knew it. The greatest calamity of his years in office came when he refused to stand with the four Cardinals' Dubia & their promise of a formal correction in order to get clarification of PF's Pontifical Exhortation Amoris Laetitia. With his public admonishment of them he lost credibility with Traditional Catholics who had hoped & prayed so hard for the formal correction to be made & order restored. He spoke of schism when the CC was already in tatters as though he was blind to the fact that schism had entered the CC by the smoke of Satan long ago & that it was high time for it to be stamped out. If he had backed the Cardinals, the silent supporters would have come out of their hiding & PF would have to make his decision to either answer the Dubia or resign. Instead he has been given the time to appoint even more liberals to the College of Cardinals in order to ensure that the decks at the next conclave would be stacked in favour of another Marxist. It seems to me that Cardinal Müller thought he could fight Satan on his own without back-up. He now knows that was a false & prideful notion that has led to his downfall & one hopes his next step will be to sign the Dubia & join the Cardinals in calling for an immediate public correction.

2. If I remember correctly, didn't Cardinal Muller agree with Kasper and the German language group at the second synod on the family to some compromise about the internal forum, thereby helping to prepare the premises which enabled Pope Francis to draw out the conclusions, as Forte said? Muller's tightrope walking failed, and he has now fallen off. He really did it, Bergoglio really replaced Muller, all in good bureaucratic time, a time of confusion and disorientation as the Dubia Cardinals say, a confusion Muller was trying to correct in his own way. He really did it, Bergoglio. What to does he care about confusion and disorientation when that is his method of changing things? Who can defend him now?

Pope names new chief to handle sex abuse cases

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31807&articlexml=Pope-names-new-chief-to-handle-sex-abuse-02072017014026 

Vatican City, AP, July 2, 2017
Pope Francis declined on Saturday to renew the mandate of the Vatican's conservative doctrine chief, Cardinal Gerhard Mueller, tapping instead a deputy to lead the powerful congregation that handles sex abuse cases and guarantees Catholic orthodoxy around the world. Mueller's five-year term ends this weekend and he turns 70 in December. The normal retirement age for bishops is 75. Francis and Mueller have clashed over the pope's opening to allowing civilly remarried Catholics to receive Communion. Mueller has insisted they cannot, given teaching on indissolubility of marriage. 
The pope tapped the No. 2 in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Jesuit Monsignor Luis Ferrer, to succeed Mueller. It was the second major shakeup this week, after Francis granted Cardinal George Pell a leave of absence to return to Australia to face trial on sexual assault charges.

During Mueller's tenure the sex abuse caseload piled up as more and more victims came forward from Latin America, Europe. Last year, Francis confirmed there was a 2,000-case backlog, and he set about naming officials in the congregation's discipline section to process the load.
The Müller Case: "The lesson of history is that those who do not fight know defeat"
https://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2017/07/de-mattei-on-muller-case-lesson-of.html 

By Roberto de Mattei, Corrispondenza Romana, published on "Il Tempo", July 2, 2017

The removal of Cardinal Ludwig Müller signifies a critical moment in the history of Pope Francis' pontificate. In fact, Müller, named Prefect of the Congregation for the Faith on July 2nd 2012 by Benedict XVI, is only 69 years old. It has never happened that a cardinal with more than 5 years to the canonical age of retirement (75) has not had his position renewed for a further five years. 

Suffice to say that there are prelates, who, even if they are ten years older than Cardinal Muller, occupy important offices. For example, Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio, President of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, the same cardinal whose secretary was caught in the act, by the Papal Gendarmerie, during a drug-based homosexual orgy in an apartment building, belonging to the Vatican. Coccopalmerio though, had shown his appreciation for Amoris Laetitia, explaining that: "the Church has always been however the refuge of sinners", whereas Müller did not hide his perplexity towards the 'apertures' in the papal Exhortation, even if with declarations of an oscillating nature. 

In this respect, the dismissal of Cardinal Müller, is an act of authority which constitutes an open challenge by Pope Bergoglio to the sector of conservative cardinals, to whom the Prefect of the Congregation for the Faith was well-known to be close to. Francis moved forcefully, but also skillfully. He began isolating Müller, by forcing him to dismiss three of his most trusted collaborators. 

Then Pope Bergoglio left the possibility of his renewal dangling until the very last minute, without ever giving him any explicit assurances. In the end he replaced him, but not with an exponent of radical progressivism, like the Rector of the Università Cattolica of Buenos Aires, Monsignor Víctor Manuel Fernández, or the special Secretary to the Synod, Monsignor Bruno Forte. The one chosen is Archbishop Luis Francisco Ladaria Ferrer, a Jesuit, until now the Secretary of the Congregation. His choice both reassures and floors conservatives. What some of them don't understand is that for Pope Francis, what is important is not the ideology of his collaborators, but the allegiance to his plan of "irreversible reform" for the Church.
More than a victory for Pope Francis, we should say, however it's a defeat for the conservatives. Cardinal Muller does not share Pope Francis' line, and had attempted to assume publically a contrary position, but the current thesis in the group of conservatives, was that it would have been better that he keep his position being silent, rather than losing it by speaking. The Prefect chose to have "a low profile". In an interview to Il Timone, he said that "Amoris laetitia, should be clearly interpreted in the light of the entire doctrine of the Church. […] I don't like it - it is not correct that many bishops are interpreting "Amoris laetitia" according to their own way of understanding the Pope's teaching." But in another declaration, he had also expressed his opposition to the "publication" of the "dubia" of the four Cardinals. Which didn't prevent his removal. 

The "low profile", in the strategy of some conservatives, is a lesser evil with respect to the greater evil of losing an office captured by adversaries. This strategy of "containment" does not work however with Pope Francis. What in effect, was the outcome of the sequence of events? Cardinal Muller missed out on a precious opportunity to criticize Amoris laetitia publically, and in the end was dismissed, without even due notice. It's true, as Marco Tosatti observes, that he is freer now to say what he wants. Yet, even if he did so, it would be the voice of a retired Cardinal and not that of the Prefect of the most important Ministry of the Church. The support of the Congregation of the Faith for the four Cardinals, who continue on their path, would have been ruinous for those who today are leading the Revolution in the Church and Pope Francis has been able to avoid that. The moral of this story is that those who do not fight in order not to lose, after conceding, they experience defeat. 

[Translation: contributor Francesca Romana on Rorate Caeli]

‘A number of cardinals’ asked Pope Francis to fire Vatican doctrine chief: Jesuit mag

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/the-new-head-of-the-vatican-doctrine-office
By Claire Chretien, July 3, 2017
"A number of cardinals" asked Pope Francis to fire Cardinal Gerhard Müller, the head of the Vatican's doctrine office, "because he had on several occasions publicly disagreed with or distanced himself from the pope’s positions," particularly as related to the exhortation Amoris Laetitia.

This information comes from America, a Jesuit magazine. As a magazine run by the Pope's own religious order, America has enjoyed special access since Francis' election in 2013. They published a famous interview with Pope Francis in 2013, and have since grown significantly.

The cardinals seem to have gotten their wish, because on June 30, it was announced that 69-year-old Müller would be removed from his job on July 2, the end of his five-year term as Prefect for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF).

On July 1, Pope Francis named a 73-year-old Jesuit, Archbishop Luis Ladaria Ferrer, to head the CDF. Ladaria Ferrer was previously Secretary of the CDF. He is also heading the pope's commission on women deacons. 

Müller spoke to German media about his dismissal. 

"It doesn’t bother me," Müller told Allgemeine Zeitung as translated by Rorate Caeli. "Everyone has to retire at some point."

Müller confirmed that he disagreed with Pope Francis for firing three priests from the CDF.  

"There were competent people," he said. This comment is consistent with a more vague one that Müller made in a May 2017 interview with EWTN's Raymond Arroyo.  

In May, Müller told Arroyo, "I am in favor of a better treatment of our officials in the Holy See because we cannot only speak about the social doctrine and we must also respect it."

Müller denied to Allgemeine Zeitung that he and Pope Francis had "differences" and disagreements over the interpretation of Amoris Laetitia. During his time as head of the CDF, Müller maintained that Amoris Laetitia must be interpreted through the lens of previous doctrine and therefore can't be used to change Church practice and thus undermine its teaching.

Müller said the four dubia cardinals asking Pope Francis for clarity on whether Amoris Laetitia is aligned with Catholic morality raised "legitimate questions." He also criticized them and maintained that Amoris Laetitia was consistent with the Catholic faith so therefore no "fraternal correction" of Pope Francis would be necessary.

Nevertheless, he has been a voice for Catholic orthodoxy as bishops' conferences and high-ranking Vatican cardinals have called for the divorced and "remarried" to be admitted to Holy Communion contrary to Catholic teaching on adultery, the sacraments, scandal, and sacrilege.

The appointment of Ladaria Ferrer is "destined to have far-reaching consequences, not the least of which is to ensure that the C.D.F. and its prefect are rowing with and not against the pope on key issues, including the interpretation of 'Amoris Laetitia,' synodality and cooperation with the commission for the protection of minors," America offered in its analysis. 

"Ladaria Ferrer, though a competent theologian, is a low-key appointment who is never going to rock the boat, or cause any embarrassment to the Pope," observed Father Alexander Lucie-Smith at the UK Catholic Herald. "His appointment means the virtual neutralisation for the foreseeable future of the CDF as a possible hotbed of opposition" to the pope's agenda.

Müller's removal sends a message "to other Vatican chiefs" to "watch out, your time is short, and you can and will be removed at the end of your term," Lucie-Smith wrote.

Michael Sean Winters of the National Catholic Reporter had a similar take, but he took this signal from Pope Francis as a good thing.
"I hope Cardinal Robert Sarah read this morning's Bollettino with care. Ditto for Cardinal Marc Ouellet," wrote Winters, referencing the respective heads of the Vatican liturgy and bishop appointment offices. "They need to make sure their dicasteries are not loci of obstruction to the Holy Father but function as intended, as adjuncts to his office. Pope Francis has gone out of his way to work with the team he inherited, but if they are found wanting, it is time to let them go."

Müller's sacking "signifies a critical moment in the history of Pope Francis' pontificate," Professor Robert de Mattei wrote in Corrispondenza Romana on July 2. "It has never happened that a cardinal with more than 5 years to the canonical age of retirement (75) has not had his position renewed for a further five years."

De Mattei noted that many orthodox Catholics see Ladaria Ferrer's appointment as a relief because Müller's replacement could have been far more heterodox, like Cardinal Christoph Schönborn or Malta's Archbishop Charles Scicluna.

"What some of them don't understand is that for Pope Francis, what is important is not the ideology of his collaborators, but the allegiance to his plan of 'irreversible reform' for the Church," wrote de Mattei. He labeled the shakeup at the CDF "a defeat for the conservatives" more than an outright "victory" for Pope Francis.

De Mattei mentioned that there are many prelates older than Müller who haven't been asked to leave their posts. One example is Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio, President of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts.

Coccopalmerio is "the same cardinal whose secretary was caught in the act, by the Papal Gendarmerie, during a drug-based homosexual orgy in an apartment building, belonging to the Vatican." (This gay orgy was taking place in not only a Vatican building, but a CDF one.)

The difference between Coccopalmerio and Müller is that the former "had shown his appreciation for Amoris Laetitia, explaining that: 'the Church has always been however the refuge of sinners,' whereas Müller did not hide his perplexity towards the 'apertures' in the papal Exhortation, even if with declarations of an oscillating nature."

Ladaria Ferrer will also lead the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei, the Vatican's office that oversees the use of the Traditional Latin Mass.
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1. I agree with some others that this is a good thing for Cardinal Muller. May God Bless him. Let the good be sorted out from the bad. He will endure a loss but only to be prepared for a much greater gain, in the end.

2. Ladaria is 73 and close to 74. That would mean retirement. Francis is beyond clever. He has his real choice in the wings -Teilhard de Chardin, SJ, had the blue print. Malachi Martin, SJ, had the interpretation. Wake up. It is all about the "people of God" being the new Church and making all the rules. I wonder how that worked out when Moses came down from the Mount with the Ten Commandments.

Just Before Death, Cardinal Meisner Spoke to Cardinal Müller of Distress Over His Dismissal
https://onepeterfive.com/just-before-death-cardinal-meisner-spoke-to-cardinal-muller-of-distress-over-his-dismissal/
By Maike Hickson, July 5, 2017

In the wake of the sudden and sad death of Cardinal Joachim Meisner, Cardinal Gerhard Müller, the former Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, has just revealed in a new 5 July interview that he spoke with Cardinal Meisner the night before he died. As the Passauer Neue Presse reports:

Müller had spoken over the phone with the former Archbishop of Cologne [Cardinal Meisner] the previous night [before he died the next morning]; and they also had spoken about the non-renewal of his former position. Meisner had shown himself to be “deeply saddened” by this dismissal. “That moved him personally and wounded him – and he considered it to be a form of damage for the Church,” as the Curial Cardinal [Müller] himself described the reaction of Meisner.

Just as we all are deeply saddened and discouraged by the recent demoralizing developments within our beloved Church, could it be that Cardinal Meisner was himself finally overtaken by them? We have learned that Cardinal Meisner died sitting and praying his breviary, in preparation for the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass. May he rest in peace.

Cardinal Müller also commented and sharply criticized in this new interview the conduct of Pope Francis with regard to his dismissal from the CDF. According to the Passauer Neue Presse:

In the interview with the PNP [Passauer Neue Presse], he explained that Pope Francis “communicated his decision” not to renew his term “within one minute” on the last work day of his five-year-term as Prefect of the Congregation for the Faith. Additionally, he [Müller] was not given any reasons for it. “This style [sic] I cannot accept,” as Müller stressed, clearly distancing himself from the procedure of the pope. In dealing with employees, also in Rome “the Church’s social teaching should be applied.”

In spite of this strong criticism of the pope’s conduct, Cardinal Müller nevertheless insisted upon his loyalty to Pope Francis. Müller will not respond to the pope’s personnel decision “with some kind of actions,” he said, adding: “Some people think now that they can put me in front of a movement [Vor den Karren spannen –an idiom which means pulling a cart or carriage] that is critical of the pope.” He continues, however, to bear as a cardinal his understanding of “the responsibility for the unity of the Church and to avoid as much as possible polarizations.” Müller explains that he has “always been loyal to the pope” and he wishes also to remain loyal in the future “as Catholic, bishop, and as cardinal, just as it is due.”

These words of Cardinal Müller make clear that even after his unusual dismissal, and though he is now less closely bound to Pope Francis, he will continue to place loyalty to the pope and the preservation of the Church’s unity above any public fraternal correction or resistance to the words and deeds of the pope — a pope who has unmistakably wreaked havoc in the Church to such an extent that she is now nearly unrecognizable.
Next to Cardinal Müller, Archbishop Georg Gänswein also happened to meet Cardinal Meisner shortly before his death. According to the Passauer Neue Presse, Gänswein visited Bad Füssing (near Passau) on 2 July in order to give a talk at the “Bad Füssinger Gespräche” [Bad Füssing Talks]. Cardinal Meisner himself had been staying also in Bad Füssing for the sake of some recuperation and vacation and so it was that the two met in person there, but no details have been revealed about their conversation.
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1. Please Lord, let Cardinal Meisner intercede on behalf of Cardinal Müller so that he can fully realize that it isn't those who protest Amoris Laetitia (and everything else about pontificate of Francis) that is causing division and scandal, but rather it is Pope Francis himself and his crew of modernist thugs that are causing division and scandal.

Please Cardinal Müller wake up! You are gripped by Ultramontanism and need to shake yourself loose of it. Your conscience is erroneous: Loyalty to the person of the Pope is not above loyalty to the Office of the Pope nor is it loyalty to Jesus Christ and His Bride the Church and the two are not one and the same (loyalty to the person of the Pope is not equivalent to Loyalty to the Petrine Office, or the Church or Jesus Christ)! The Pope is not Jesus the Christ nor is he the Church incarnate. The Pope is the Vicar of Christ on earth and therefore he must show himself loyal to the Lord and the Church and if he does not (like St. Peter did in Antioch) he needs to be rebuked to his face by his brother bishops (like St. Paul did in Antioch) and if he refuses to see his brother bishops then he needs to be publically rebuked for the sake of the salvation of souls.

PS: Furthermore, did Cardinal Meisner have to go to his death knowing that you, Cardinal Müller, would refuse to unite yourself to the cause that he united himself to as his last and greatest act of fidelity to Jesus Christ and the Church? For shame! May Joachim Cardinal Meisner, when he enters the Beatific Vision, pray for your soul. Amen.

PPS: Cardinal Müller, I have a couple dubia for you as a private theologian: you state that you can't accept the Pope's callous manner of dismissing his employees and you state that the Church's Social Doctrine must be applied in Rome: but you can accept the Pope's willful refusal to answer legitimate and necessary questions regarding the Doctrine of the Church, the very foundation of the Moral Life and three of her Sacraments, which were divinely instituted by her Divine Bridegroom? Do the Church's Sacramental and Moral Doctrines need to be applied in Rome too, or is it only her Social Doctrines?

PPPS: And please know dear Gerhard Cardinal Müller that I do pray for you daily. I know, abstractly and a bit personally, for I too am a cleric of Christ, of the terrible dilemma and distress that you face daily. Yet, you must beg Our Blessed Lord for True Clarity and join Joachim Cardinal Meisner in the great Quest for the Truth in Charity. You cannot sit upon the fence, you must realize that souls are being lost and at the words of Cardinals, Bishops, Priests and yes the Pope. You know they are modernists, and it has infected to some degree or another, many of us. Please, I beg you for the simple parish priest and his simple parishioners who Love Jesus and Our Blessed Mother, tell the Full Truth. Amen. –Fr. RP
2. I have a thesis that Bergoglio has a personality disorder called psychopathy, manifesting itself in structural abuse and violence over the Catholics when compared to the Catholic social doctrine. Unfortunately, the Code of Canon Law doesn't give hope even if the faithful face such a grave situation: "For a Pope to resign, his decision must be freely made, and he must understand what he is doing, and no one can force or trick him into doing it. Someone who is mentally disabled, unconscious, insane, or suffering from dementia is not considered sui compos, because he is unable to rationalize what he is doing, and to take responsibilities for his actions. If the Pope were unable for any reason to make a rational decision on his own, he could not make decision to resign" (http://canonlawmadeeasy.com...) Whatever this Pope does, he stays sitting on the Throne. Unbelievable!
3. In my humble opinion, he probably died of a broken heart.

Cardinal Müller’s Letter and His Non-Renewal as Head of the CDF
http://fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/cardinal-m%C3%BCller%E2%80%99s-letter-and-his-non-renewal-head-cdf-30934
July 7, 2017

Two events marked the beginning of summer in Rome: a letter from Cardinal Gerhard Müller to Bishop Bernard Fellay and his replacement as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) by Archbishop Luis Francisco Ladaria Ferrer.
On June 26, 2017, Müller Once Again Imposed the 2012 Doctrinal Declaration

On June 26, 2017, Bishop Fellay, Superior General of the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX), received from Cardinal Gerhard Müller, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, dated June 6 of this year, in which the German prelate—with Pope Francis’s approval—spelled out the conditions necessary for a doctrinal declaration, the indispensable prerequisite for any canonical recognition of the Society. There are three conditions:

“1) It is necessary to require members of the SSPX to adhere to the new formula of the 1988 Professio fidei. Consequently, it is no longer sufficient to ask them to pronounce the 1962 Professio fidei.
“2) The new text of the Doctrinal Declaration must contain a paragraph in which the signatories declare explicitly their acceptance of the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and those of the post-conciliar period, by granting to those doctrinal statements the degree of adherence that is due to them.

“3) The members of the SSPX must acknowledge not only the validity, but also the legitimacy of the Rite of Holy Mass and of the Sacraments, according to the liturgical books promulgated after the Second Vatican Council.”

On June 30, Bishop Fellay sent this letter to all the priests of the Society, with the following commentary: “We are again in a situation similar to the one in 2012. Whereas Archbishop Pozzo, Secretary of the Ecclesia Dei Commission, used quite different language last March concerning the criteria of catholicity that should or should not be required of us.”

He went on to recall his statement at the conclusion of the meeting of Major Superiors of the Society in Anzère, Switzerland, on June 28, 2016:

“The Society of Saint Pius X does not seek above all a canonical recognition, to which it has a right because it is Catholic. The solution is not simply juridical. It depends on a doctrinal question that it is imperative to express.

….

Divine Providence does not abandon its Church, the head of which is the Pope, the Vicar of Jesus Christ. This is why an indisputable sign of this restoration will be the express desire of the Supreme Pontiff to grant the means with which to reestablish the order of the priesthood, of the faith and of Tradition, which moreover is the guarantee of the necessary unity of the family of Tradition.”

This letter from Cardinal Müller is no surprise to those who followed closely the history of the complicated relations between the Society and Rome. Already during a conference that he gave in Port-Marly, France, on October 8, 2016, Fellay underscored a contradiction between the remarks of Cardinal Müller and those of Pozzo, Secretary of the Ecclesia Dei Commission:

“All of a sudden they go and tell us that what was produced by the Council but is not dogmatic, in other words, all the Declarations are not criteria for being Catholic, according to Archbishop Pozzo. What does this mean? ‘You are not obliged to agree in order to be Catholic.’…Archbishop Pozzo actually gave several interviews on the subject. I quoted for you the one in April (La Croix, April 7, 2016), then there were the ones in July (Zenit, July 4, 2016, and Christ und Welt, July 28, 2016). Between these two dates, in June, his superior, Cardinal Müller, said the contrary (Herder Korrespondenz, June 2016)....Cardinal Müller insisted, saying: ‘No, the Society must accept the whole Council!’ And he even spoke about unrestricted commitment with regard to ecumenism. But not only that.... He speaks about the liturgy, about religious liberty. And afterwards his subordinate repeats the contrary, in July. What disorder! Whom are we to believe?” (See DICI no. 432 dated October 14, 2016)

The Pope, for his part, said in an interview with La Croix (May 16, 2016), that before any canonical solution for the Society, it was necessary to have “a fundamental agreement with them. Vatican Council II has its importance.” This means that a doctrinal document is a prerequisite. More recently, while traveling back from Fatima on May 13, 2017, the Supreme Pontiff answered journalists on the airplane: “The feria quarta of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith…their meeting—they call it feria quarta because it takes place on Wednesdays—studied a document, and the document has not yet reached me. I will study it.” In other words, once again, a doctrinal declaration is necessary, prior to any canonical recognition. (See DICI no. 356 dated May 26, 2017)  But what must the exact content of this declaration be? The terms imposed by Cardinal Müller or those proposed by Archbishop Pozzo?

As of July 2, Cardinal Müller is No Longer Prefect of the CDF

What was truly surprising was the non-renewal of Cardinal Müller at his post. At the conclusion of five years at the head of the CDF, Pope Francis decided not to renew his term of office, which ended on July 2, 2017. The Supreme Pontiff appointed as his successor Archbishop Luis Francisco Ladaria Ferrer, a Spanish Jesuit, who had been Secretary of the CDF since 2008.

According to a report by InfoCatho dated July 1, this decision “is said to be part of a delicate, crucial context. Cardinal Müller had gone on the record with his refusal to interpret Amoris Laetitia from a perspective of discontinuity with the Roman Magisterium. Some think that this is the reason for his non-renewal.”

As Zenit noted on July 1: “His departure before the canonical age of retirement is causing a lot of ink to be spilled, whereas all former prefects had remained at this post at least until they were 75 years old.” And it ventured a new explanation: “The initiative occurs also a few months after the resignation of the Irishwoman Marie Collins from the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors (PCPM).” In her letter of resignation to the Pope, Marie Collins denounced “the lack of cooperation, in particular on the part of the dicastery most involved with the question of sexual abuse” as “shameful.” She regretted “the constant setbacks” due to the “resistance” of “some members of the Curia.” Zenit writes: “Some, reading between the lines, saw in this a criticism of the heavy bureaucracy of the CDF.”

Whatever theories may be devised concerning the reasons for Cardinal Müller’s departure, we can observe that the Pope did not think it necessary to keep him at his post in order to bring to a successful conclusion the decision to make the SSPX return to the 2012 Doctrinal Declaration. Considering this, all that can be done is to ask several questions:

In openly manifesting a viewpoint different from that of his hierarchical superior on the subject of the “criteria of catholicity,” was Abp. Pozzo acting motu proprio [on his own], or did he know that he was supported by someone ranking higher than Cardinal Müller? What is his future at the Ecclesia Dei Commission?

What will be the role of Archbishop Ladaria, a Spanish Jesuit with a much less overactive personality than that of the German Cardinal? Being more inclined to obedience as a member of the Society of Jesus, he describes himself as a “moderate conservative.” As the head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith will he be a moderately conservative influence?

Confronted with these questions, those having a pythonical spirit (Acts 16:16) will make predictions. For our part, we will be content to wait for the facts and to look at their effects.

Pope dismissed conservative doctrine chief over ‘term limits’? Yeah right

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/vatican-doctrine-chiefs-dismissal-based-on-term-limits-an-unlikely-story
Catholic Culture, July 7, 2017
Cardinal Gerhard Müller is understandably unhappy with the way he was dismissed as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. But he insists that he has never been, and will never be, a critic of Pope Francis. He has repeated the official explanation for his removal: that the Pope made a decision that officials of the Roman Curia should serve only one five-year term, and “I happened to be the first one to which this applied.”

Sandro Magister, the veteran Vatican-watcher for L’Espresso, is more skeptical about that explanation — and, frankly, more persuasive. Magister points out that in February, Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio completed his second five-year term as president of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts; the Pope did not replace him. In June, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri completed his second five-year term as prefect of the Congregation for the Eastern Churches; he’s still there. Also in June, Archbishop Arthur Roche wrapped up a five-year term as secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship; and Archbishop Augustine DiNoia finished his five years as vice president of the Ecclesia Dei commission; they’re both still in place.

So it seems that Pope Francis devised his new policy just in time to apply it to Cardinal Müller. Which could be a coincidence.

Now, Magister remarks, we’ll need to wait just a few weeks to see whether the new policy is applied equally to notable allies of the Pontiff, for example Msgr. Pio Vito Pinto, whose five-year term as dean of the Roman Rota ends in September.

(In case you were wondering, Cardinal Robert Sarah’s current term as prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship won’t end until November 2019.)
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1. Fishy. Too many other dots that connect to form a disturbing picture- the ignoring of the four Cardinals; the appointment of Fr. Martin to Vatican communications; the appointment of Paglia to head of pro-life academy; homosexual orgies at the Vatican that nobody seemed to know about; people who criticize the Church and Christianity being invited to speak at Vatican conferences- too much to all be coincidence. Satan is working overtime sine this Pontificate started to wreck the Church from the inside.

2. Bergoglio has always been willing to engage in intellectual dishonesty the way politicians do, such as justifying his apostolic exhortation Amoris by arguing two synods on the family preceded it consulting the church. Of course, he neglects to mention he stacked the synods. HIs dishonesty is one of the most reprehensible things about him as a Pope. This term limits nonsense to justify dismissing Muller is just more of the same. And oh yeah, he never read the footnote.
Former Vatican doctrine chief criticizes how Pope dismissed him: ‘I cannot accept’ his style

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/former-vatican-doctrine-chief-criticizes-how-pope-dismissed-him-i-cannot-ac
By John-Henry Westen, Rome, July 7, 2017
Cardinal Gerhard Müller, the Vatican’s recently dismissed doctrine chief, has issued a stinging criticism of Pope Francis.

In an interview with the German newspaper Passauer Neue Presse, the Cardinal revealed details of the meeting in which he learned of the Pope’s refusal to renew his 5-year mandate as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF).

The custom in the last 50 years has been to renew the prefect’s mandate at least until he reaches retirement age.

Pope Francis, Cardinal Müller said, "communicated his decision" not to renew his term "within one minute" on the last work day of his five-year-term, and did not give any reasons for it.

"This style [sic] I cannot accept," said Müller. In dealing with employees, "the Church’s social teaching should be applied,” he added.

For Cardinal Müller his own dismissal is reminiscent of the recent dismissal of three valued priests from his office at the CDF at the order of the Pope. Before Christmas last year, Cardinal Müller met with the Pope to discuss the dismissals since when he heard of them he was perplexed that valued priests would be dismissed without explanation. 

Famed Vaticanist Marco Tosatti, related the exchange about the three priests this way:

[Müller] said: “Your Holiness, I have received these letters (demanding their dismissal), but I did not do anything because these persons are among the best of my dicastery… what did they do?” The answer was, as follows: “And I am the pope, I do not need to give reasons for any of my decisions. I have decided that they have to leave and they have to leave.” He got up and stretched out his hand in order to indicate that the audience was at an end.

Despite his criticism of the Pope’s style, Cardinal Müller said he is nonetheless loyal to the Pope and hopes to stay in Rome and perhaps act as a liaison between the Pope and the three remaining dubia Cardinals.
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1. A dictator does not care how he treats his employees. Especially those who do not go along with his agenda.

2. Cardinal Müller is hardly a suitable candidate to act as a liaison officer between PF & the three remaining Dubia Cardinals. He has already publicly admonished them & prevented the formal correction from taking place. I'm sure he regrets those decisions, but I cannot envision the three Cardinals accepting his offer as a trustworthy one.
3. Right now, Cardinal Müller is the only candidate to accomplish that role. 

It's incorrect to say that he "admonished & prevented the formal correction from taking place". All he said was that he didn't like watching the Pope being put in a place where he could only answer yes or no to some questions. As head of the CDF, he couldn't do anything whatsoever in order to provide the answers to the 'dubia': that could and can only be done with the permit of the Roman Pontiff. I think Cardinal Müller made a tactical mistake in giving the hand to Bergoglio and trying to help him to get out of the mess he's been making in the Church. Bergoglio refused his hand and is completely out of control. In fact, Bergoglio is off his rocker...

4. Cardinal Müller sold his soul to Francis in the hope that Francis will let him keep his job. Now he neither has the job, nor his conscience. I am not criticizing him because this is something we all do. But the lesson to be learned is - It is always better to stand up for God (and for Truth) and let the chips fall where they may. God will take care of your future and you need not live with a guilty conscience.

5. Cardinal Müller could not sign the 'dubia'. He was the head of the CDF.

6. Francis is a mean vindictive man. I try to ignore his ramblings.

7. Now a free man, Cardinal Müller starts (as predicted) hammering away at Bergoglio! Hurrah for the new brave Cardinal!!!

Cardinal Müller: Pope Benedict “Disappointed” About Müller’s Dismissal
https://onepeterfive.com/cardinal-muller-pope-benedict-disappointed-mullers-dismissal/
By Maike Hickson, July 19, 2017

Today, 19 July, there appeared a new interview with Cardinal Gerhard Müller, the former Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. It is an interview which he had given in early July to the prominent secular German news agency DPA (German Press Agency); this means that this interview is now being picked up by numerous news outlets. We shall now quote from the German newspaper Die Welt and its own report on this interview.

Even though many of the published media stories have stressed that part of the new interview in which Cardinal Müller defends himself – especially with regard to accusations that he was negligent in dealing with sexual abuse cases both while being the Bishop of Regensburg and then later as the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) – we will point out other apt and pertinent aspects of this fuller interview.

In this interview – which was conducted at the beginning of July in Müller’s own Rome apartment (that is to say, most probably after his return from his 1-2 July visit to Germany, to his hometown, Mainz) – Cardinal  Müller touches upon his recent dismissal from his prominent curial position as the Prefect of the CDF. Importantly, he reveals that Pope emeritus Benedict himself was “disappointed” about this dismissal. As Die Welt puts it:

It is sad [according to Müller] that now no German is any more to be found in a high curial office. That is also the same view of Pope emeritus Benedict: He, too, says Müller, is “disappointed” that his [Müller’s] contract [five-year mandate] has not been extended.

In the interview, Cardinal Müller also explains that the office had been “a good fit and was well suited” for him. Some “interested circles,” however, claimed that there existed “purported tensions,” “but the pope always assured me that he does not believe these rumors, and that he has full trust in me,” explains the German cardinal. But he still does not know the “exact reasons” for this dismissal, according to Die Welt.

However, Cardinal Müller did make use of this interview in order to criticize the phenomenon of careerism and the courtiers within the Vatican, and to warn against having a “personality cult of the pope.” According to Die Welt:

Some people practice a “hypocritical devotion to the pope” according to the motto “the Holy Father has an idea, and we follow it unconditionally, and everybody is full of admiration” [according to Müller]. “The pope is also only a human being. That is to say, not everything he does and says is from the onset perfect and unsurpassable.”

Müller himself “does not regard himself as an opponent to the pope, nor as an ‘agitator,’” in the words of Die Welt. He says:

I believe that I was never a conservative, nor a hardliner. To categorize the spiritual and religious life in terms of conservative and progressive is a sign of immature thought [“Armutszeugnis”]; it merely betrays the aggression of those who prefer to discriminate against others, rather than dealing with their arguments.

When reflecting about his own role in Rome – he had been called to Rome by then-Pope Benedict himself in 2012 – Müller says, according to Die Welt:

At the beginning, he was told: “typical German professor who does not understand that, if need be, 2+2 can also be made five,” relates Müller. “I did not grow up in Rome; I am not a curial [prelate]. I insist upon that. I am a bishop who came from the outside. Perhaps, as a northerner, one will always remain a foreign body [“Fremdkörper”].”

As Die Welt reports, Müller does not speak “one bad word about the Argentine” pope, and he “has had a relationship with the pope which was ‘good from the beginning, I [Müller] believe.’”

However, Die Welt continues, Müller does indicate in the interview “what he thinks about some of the personnel decisions of the pope”: “One’s own work can only be successful with qualified employees,” Müller is convinced. He continues, saying: “In former times, one always said that a good ruler is characterized by the fact that he calls the best – also sometimes uncomfortable – counselors to his side, and not the opportunists and mediocre people who at all times have tried to get close to those in power.” According to Die Welt, Müller counts himself to be among the “circle of the uncomfortable counselors.” He himself does not think highly of “the behavior of the courtiers” at the Vatican, nor of the conduct of the “careerists who try, with the help of flattery, to get into some kind of small positions [“Pöstchen”]. “Rather take the risk of some disadvantages than bending one’s conscience,” Müller said.
When speaking about one of the topics of the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia – the apparently indulgent admission of the “remarried” divorcees to the Sacraments – Müller makes it clear that he is against it. “God is the measure of reality,” says Müller in the interview, “and not simply that which is factual. That which actually exists is not automatically good.” In a similar manner, Cardinal Müller rejects the idea of a promiscuous “marriage for all.”

The theme of not bending one’s conscience – as discussed in this new 19 July interview – also came up during another recent Müller-interview , one which took place right after the funeral of Cardinal Joachim Meisner in Cologne on 15 July. When speaking about the dignified funeral ceremony for Cardinal Meisner, Cardinal Müller then said:

We believe that we shall be rewarded for the merits which we gain here on earth. We are, after all, collaborators with God; we help build His Kingdom, also against resistances or a lack of understanding. But that is also a sign that we are on the right path with Christ Who also went this path on which people also often did not understand Him. It is a path which has led to the Cross, but also then to the Resurrection, to the triumph over evil, over death, and over the alienation of man from God.

Moreover, Cardinal Müller stressed in this 15 July interview that

“Each of those present [at the funeral Mass] were also especially touched by the word of Pope Benedict; he is really – as it clearly showed itself here once more – a master of the word who speaks out of a deep Faith and who gives us courage to continue on the path of the Faith.”
Cardinal Müller then concluded this short 15 July interview in Cologne with some words about Cardinal Meisner himself – one of the four dubia cardinals: “He is for me a great witness of our Christian Faith in the midst of our world.”

These words echo the words of Archbishop Georg Gänswein who, on that same day, also gave some interviews and said the following words about Cardinal Meisner:

A giant has been given a farewell; or a spiritual giant had to go. I can only hope that he, now from up above, gigantically intercedes for us.

Gänswein also explained that Cardinal Meisner “has lived out of the spiritual and for the spiritual,” and that he may “already now see some spiritual fruits.” Gänswein stressed that the now-famous message written by Pope emeritus Benedict – as recited by Gänswein publicly – was “a spiritual encouragement for all of those who listened to it; and spiritual encouragements for this our time are very good and very much needed.”

All these different statements – which show us a close connection between Cardinal Müller, Archbishop Gänswein, the now-deceased Cardinal Meisner and Pope Benedict himself – may have to be seen in the greater light of some recent denials and dismissals. 
Perhaps they should be even more fully seen in the context of the larger current crisis within the Catholic Church under the papacy of Pope Francis.
3 of 43 readers’ comments

1. Unless Muller has a problem with the Pope, Muller is a problem. Another company man who will not call out evil.

2. If Bergoglio is (as I believe) the False Prophet, then the Anti-Christ is already in the world.
3. Bergoglio has lost himself a good diplomat. Cdl. Muller calls those who surround the papal imposter "opportunists and mediocre people who at all times have tried to get close to those in power." Here, we just call them a*s-kissers. It's a wonder he can sit.
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