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                                                                     JULY 19, 2017
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
56-THE POPE ACCUSED OF “DESTROYING CHRISTIANITY”
Pro-migrant Pope ‘destroying Christianity’
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/promigrant-pope-francis-aspires-to-destroy-christianity/news-story/76be2aee290dacbaa9417aa8af5abb63
By Tess Livingstone, July 19, 2017

The unconcealed disdain from one pope to his successor, delivered in front of the world, was unmissable. Retired Pope Benedict XVI, in a message read out by his secretary in Cologne Cathedral last week, likened the church under Pope Francis to a boat that “has taken on so much water as to be on the verge of capsizing”.
The occasion was the funeral of German cardinal Joachim Meisner, 83, who was one of four cardinals who had been in direct conflict with Francis (co-signatory of the dubia) over his controversial apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love), which has softened church rules on divorce and Holy Communion.

The alarm about Francis extends far beyond theology to politics, immigration, Western relations with Islam, the global balance of power and climate change. Ahead of the G20 in Hamburg, the Pope called in a journalist from Italian newspaper La Repubblica to voice his concern that the summit would not advance the cause of migrants. A proponent of big government, Francis also urged European nations to abandon their sovereign borders and “take as soon as possible a federal structure”.

Far from hiding his anti-Americanism, Francis drew a parallel between the US and totalitarian regimes including North Korea: “I am afraid there are very dangerous alliances between powers who have a distorted view of the world: America and Russia, China and North Korea, Russia and Assad in the war in Syria.” A recent article in a Vatican journal by two of the Pope’s closest confidants took aim at the religious right in the US and every Republican president from Ronald Reagan onwards. Francis’s backing for Marxist Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has enraged bishops and citizens.

One prominent figure who is unsurprised by such outbursts is Marcello Pera, a former president of the Italian Senate who co-authored a significant book, Without Roots: The West, Relativism, Christianity, Islam with Benedict in 2007. “The Pope reflects all the prejudices of the South American regarding North America, markets, freedom, capitalism,’’ he told Il Mattino newspaper in Naples.

Pera’s main concern is Francis’ politicisation of the church, especially his support for illegal immigration, a stance that is alienating much of his flock, including those who support generous but orderly immigration policies such as Australia’s. “Bergoglio just wants to do politics, the Gospel doesn’t matter at all,’’ Pera says, addressing Francis by his surname. 
Concern is strongest in Italy, the destination of Nigerians, Gambians, Sudanese and others drawn by human traffickers’ promises of a warm welcome and plenty of welfare assistance.

Italy is struggling to cope with hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants who have sailed across the Mediterranean in recent years; double-digit unemployment; youth unemployment of 40 per cent; and street crime. Another 25,000 newcomers arrived last month, mainly from Nigeria and Guinea. The total number this year will exceed the 170,000 people, predominantly Muslim males, who arrived last year. 
Some communities are in revolt over the cost of housing them and the criminal behaviour of some of the men towards women. Rome mayor Virginia Raggi recently called on the government not to send any more ​migrants to the city.
Despite community anger Francis has remained defiant, urging young people to be “protagonists of change” in backing mass migration without defined limitations. His attitude has prompted pertinent questions about the kind of religious and cultural melting pot he wants Europe to be.

Pera says: “It’s evident to all that an indiscriminate welcoming is not possible: there is a critical point that cannot be reached. If the Pope does not make reference to this critical point, if he insists in a massive and total welcoming, I ask myself: ‘why does he say it? What is the true end of his words? Why does he lack a minimum of realism, that very little that is requested of anyone?’ The answer I can give myself is only one: ‘the Pope does it because he hates the West, he aspires to destroy it, and he does all he can to reach this end. As he aspires to destroy the Christian tradition, Christianity as it has realised itself historically’.”

Strong and extraordinary words from a papal co-author. 
Pera fears a brutal kickback, through some form of alliance between European nationalists from both right and left with conservative Catholics, who realise increasingly that Francis is out of synch with much of his flock.

The latter sentiment was evident at Cologne Cathedral. The night before Meisner died, he spoke to fellow German cardinal Gerhard Muller, 69, who had just been dismissed as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith by Francis, six years short of retirement age and with minimal notice. Both cardinals, noted for their doctrinal orthodoxy, were sad. Muller’s departure, and the ​absence of Cardinal George Pell, leaves Francis with a weakened curia. Not that he always consults his cardinals. He has not met with them as a group at the last couple of consistories.

Pera says the world needs a Pope who “does not dream of an impoverished West” and Italy needs a political class that returns “issues of identity and national tradition” to the centre of public opinion. Benedict, just as pointedly in his message in Cologne, spoke of the church’s “pressing need for shepherds who would oppose the dictatorship of the zeitgeist, fully resolved to act and think from a faith standpoint”.

26 of 418 readers’ comments

1.  I've given up on him. It's sede vacante as far as I am concerned. I'm just hoping I last longer than he does. But I do wonder. He has supporters every bit the white ant-er that he is. Did I read aright that Bergoglio's English mate, the former Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor, said, "Four years of Bergoglio ought to do it", i.e. liberalise the church and rid it of the conservative likes of Benedict.
Why, for heaven's sake, did Benedict resign when he must have known full well that Bergoglio had the numbers all stitched up to replace him? I'd have gone on into decrepitude if need be with that prospect in front of me.

2. Francis The standard bearer of liberation theology by stealth.

3. With migration (illegal principally) and birth rates Europe will be majority Muslim by 2050. Sharia will be the law of the land. That's not some sort of paranoid projection. The Pope appears to be inadvertently assisting this process. 
4. He is a globalist elitist dangerous Marxist not a Pope at all. Dump the dud now.

5. Bergoglio, by his demonstrated regard to date, is a very real danger to civilised society.  I am one of the many practising, and committed Catholics who has arrived at this view of him.
6. When a purportedly religious figure is so ignorant of the scriptures and so self-absorbed as this the worst pope in at least half a century is, Catholics and Protestants must be concerned. Steps should be taken to remove him before he wreaks more doctrinal havoc through his secular musings.
7. Fatuous, social media and "social justice" obsessed Marxist, who has the nerve to lecture cardinals on careerism.
Washing the feet of illegal Muslim migrants at Easter while the cameras roll.

Encyclical on Climate Change.

Telling Catholics not to "breed like rabbits", advice better directed to followers of the Prophet.

The case hardly needs to be made. Why did Benedict resign, indeed?

8. The simple fact is that the current Pope is a Marxist. He'll do untold damage to the church before he is replaced.

9. Who will rid us of this meddlesome Pope? Bring back Benedict.

10. The Pope's stance on refugees is naïve in the extreme, and lacks any foresight about consequences of an unlimited welcome mat. Everyone who wants to move to the west is now calling themselves a refugee, real refugees without means will suffer as a result, and existing citizens stand to be harmed, economically and culturally. Far better to get out of the palace and return to the missionary days of working amongst those in need where they live, not inviting them to somebody else's house where they might not fit in and where their presence causes economic stress. 
11. What were the Cardinals thinking, when they elected this dangerous, divisive False Prophet, when it was known that he was, and is, a Liberation Theologian (Marxist)?
12. A progressive Pope. Destroying the Church.
13. Most of the illegal migration into Italy and Europe that the Pope encourages is from Muslim countries. It will destabilise Europe; the Pope doesn't care which makes you wonder what sort of Europe he wants or whether he cares about Europe at all.

14. Is the Pope a Catholic? I have to wonder.

15. He’s a Jesuit. Say no more.

16. As a Catholic, I am appalled by the way Pope Francis has stepped outside his role as Pope and became an activist on various divisive issues, especially in his blind support for catastrophic man-made global warming. In the past, he has attacked capitalism. He has also attacked Trump's border security policy. His reaction to ISIS killing Christians has been most bizarre, as has been his invitation to Muslims to the Vatican. At a time the Church should have been strengthening its position in the world, this Pope displays weakness and lack of personal authority, which is why he has relaxed the Church's position on some issues.
17. I have been a practising Catholic for just over 50 years, and without doubt Bergoglio is the worst Pope I have had in my lifetime, he has been disastrous in his teachings and practice. I thought Paul VI was doing damage after Vat II but his agenda was not as bad as Bergoglio and his confused teachings, unorthodox statements, lack of reverence, poor liturgy and left wing political agenda.

18. This leftist Pope must go.

19. There is a terrifying book written back in the 70's by a French author Raspali, called "Camp of the Saints".
It was frightening when I read it then. Now I read it in the newspapers! Compulsory reading for anyone who is concerned for the future of European culture. To read an informed view of this Pope and the similarity with the fictional Pope in the book is a real worry.

20. I'm curious why the Pope is trying to destroy Christianity and its cultural heritage?
Does he believe Gaia and Allah are more important than a Christian God?

21. I am a catholic who lost faith in the church many years ago. Popes like Francis are the reason why. He is the worst form of the cancerous identity politics. The so called virtue signaling leftist deceivers who always come from an elitist position. They push absurd change but always without saying that it must be with them remaining in their comfortable well healed positions. I had a great Aunt who headed a religious order that tended to the poor and sick. She was completely non judgemental and saintly in every way. The best example I have ever met of a Christian person. It is a great pity that the churches of today don't seem to have any people who are pious and selfless as was so obvious in my great aunt.

22. It’s called the social gospel. It's an alternative to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The social gospel is fundamentally ideological/political in nature and focused on social justice and works, whereas the Gospel of Christ is fundamentally spiritual in nature and focused on firstly the sinful state (not just doing bad stuff but who we are), then God in Christ exchanging his native righteousness for our sin on the cross, then (once reconciled) the gradual outworking of a new life born of the Holy Spirit in the inner man.
God is a natural at social justice, and Christians do it instinctively to the degree that they've learnt to follow the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit. Others certainly do it too, but the reasons and motivations vary. The motivation of the Holy Spirit is selfless. For all the bad rap that Christians have had lately, there have been countless examples of selfless love over many generations.

23. The Vatican took on a family of 4 Syrian Muslims - which was strange considering the plight of Syrian Christians.
24. That is a great article Tess. You don’t get that degree of frankness from the Catholic media.
Pope Francis began to lose me when in one of his early statements he first started to attack capitalism as inherently “evil” - ignoring the fact that capitalism is largely responsible for the tremendous rise in human living standards because of its ability to unlock the human potential for economic improvement (as the Chinese are proving). The pope seemed blind to that. (That is not to deny that capitalism can have bad effects if used inhumanely – but any economic system will do that).

My early misgivings to Pope Francis then went off the scale when he issued his “climate change/environmental” encyclical “Laudato Si”, where, amongst other ridiculous assertions, he appears to denounce the historical fact that the Industrial Revolution was ever a benefit to humanity – once again ignoring the massive benefits that the Industrial Revolution has brought to the human race.   I thought that Emeritus Prof Ian Plimer’s 2015 book “Heaven & Hell – the Pope condemns the poor to eternal poverty” was an excellent debunking of Pope Francis’ irrational views on science, and the “climate change” issue in particular.

All this gave me the impression that Pope Francis’ view is that the optimum period of human society was stuck somewhere around the end of the 16th century – when coincidently the Spanish Empire was at its height of power and wealth. Most people in the English-speaking world are not aware of the veiled resentment that the Hispanic world holds for the Anglosphere and its historic achievements, including the great success that the British rule of law and its historical offshoots have brought to humanity.   I see an element of that resentment in Pope Francis’ attitudes.

I was astonished to see that Pope Francis took close advice from the German theoretical physicist Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, who is not Christian, and appears to profess a variant of the Gaia Earth-cult (which historically, is a very German thing to do).   Remarkably, it also appears that perhaps the majority of the members of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences advising the pope are not Christian either - let alone Catholic. Very strange!

It was disturbing to learn that before issuing his “Laudato Si” encyclical, Pope Francis refused to see a delegation of highly-qualified people who wanted to inform him of the alternative realist and non-alarmist scientific views on “climate change”.   That makes it pretty obvious that Francis intended to use his office as pope to push his own personal political obsessions, which seem to indicate a very restricted understanding of both history and the world.   These leanings need to be understood in the light of the fact that Pope Francis is a Jesuit (at least in outlook and in origins), and that from the 1970s on, that religious society has adopted a pro-Marxist interpretation of the way society should be ordered - which is not surprising seeing that the Jesuits live by a collectivist philosophy. (Pope John Paul II told them to desist from this, but he was ignored).
One other disturbing thing that struck me was the way the Vatican public relations machine went into complete overdrive to push the very flawed historical and scientific message contained in “Laudato Si” when it was launched. I found that suspicious. If there is a truthful message in something then it should be able to stand on its own two feet and not need Madison Avenue-style hype to support it. Frankly, Pope Francis gives me one more reason to be embarrassed to call myself a Catholic.

Finally - thanks for the tip on the existence of the book by Marcello Pera & Pope-Emeritus Benedict. I have now downloaded it from Kindle as a result.

25. The Pope's behaviour is that of a communist who regards capitalism as evil. He wants open borders which will facilitate the Islamic immigrant invasion of Europe. Within a few decades that will mean the end of 2,000 years of western Christian civilisation and its replacement with unreformed, medieval Islam.  Pope Francis is joined in the call for open borders by many western politicians who want to see the end of nominally white Christian economic dominance, not only in Europe but also in the United States and other English-speaking countries like Australia. He should resign and be replaced by a Catholic who will support the Church instead of its enemies.
26. It never ceases to amaze me how the Church continues to destroy not only its own faith, but the faith of its congregation. Christianity is being daily over run, Churches destroyed and Christians killed by a religion that pledges and commands the destruction of Christianity. Yet, the Pope pours Holy Oil on the Islamic fire engulfing Europe.
Every year, on the occasion of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Francis has issued a message that is published on the Vatican site https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration.index.html in eight languages during the moths of August or September. The last such was dated September 8, 2016, on the occasion of the 103rd World Day to be celebrated on January 15, 2017.
There is a Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People at the Vatican.

This is what the leftist America magazine has to say:

Pope Francis: Protecting the world's migrants and refugees is a moral imperative
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/02/21/pope-francis-protecting-worlds-migrants-and-refugees-moral-imperative 
By Gerard O’Connell, February 21, 2017

Pope Francis has again emphasized the urgent need for “a coordinated and effective response” by the political community, civil society and the church to the challenges arising from the massive wave of migration across the world that has created the greatest humanitarian crisis of the 21st century.
Addressing participants at the Sixth International Forum on Migration and Peace taking place in Rome on Feb. 21 to 22, the pope said it is a “moral imperative” to protect migrant workers “and among these particularly men and women in irregular situations” as well as those “exiled and seeking asylum” or “victims of trafficking.”

Moreover, he said, “defending their inalienable rights, ensuring their fundamental freedoms and respecting their dignity are duties from which no one can be exempted.”

The pope did not name any country, but his emphasis on protecting undocumented workers is particularly significant for Europe and the United States, where the treatment of refugees and migrants has been a consistent challenge. He listed several initiatives that could protect migrating people, including the adoption of clear juridical instruments, both international and national, the implementation of “just and far reaching political choices” and programs to fight human trafficking.
In the final part of his talk, delivered in the stately and beautiful Sala Clementina, Pope Francis told the forum participants, “We have a duty toward our brothers and sisters who, for various reasons, have been forced to leave their homeland: a duty of justice, of civility and of solidarity.”

Referring to the “duty of justice,” he said, “We can no longer sustain unacceptable economic inequality, which prevents us from applying the principle of the universal destination of the earth’s goods… One group of individuals cannot control half of the world’s resources. We cannot allow for persons and entire peoples to have a right only to gather the remaining crumbs. Nor can we be indifferent or think ourselves dispensed from the moral imperatives which flow from a joint responsibility to care for the planet.”
Commenting on “the duty of civility,” he said, “our commitment to migrants, exiles and refugees is an application of those principles and values of welcome and fraternity that constitute a common patrimony of humanity and wisdom,” codified in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international agreements. Today more than ever, he said, “it is necessary to affirm the centrality of the human person, without allowing immediate and ancillary circumstances, or even the necessary fulfillment of bureaucratic and administrative requirements, to obscure this essential dignity.”

Then there is “a duty of solidarity” in the face of tragedies, such as conflicts, persecutions, violence, that take the lives of so many migrants and refugees. “Solidarity is born precisely from the capacity to understand the needs of our brothers and sisters who are in difficulty and to take responsibility for these needs.”

The sacred value of hospitality, present in all religious traditions, is based on this. “For us Christians,” the pope said, “hospitality offered to the weary traveler is offered to Jesus Christ himself, through the newcomer: ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me’ (Mt 25:35). The duty of solidarity is to counter the throwaway culture and give greater attention to those who are weakest, poorest and most vulnerable."

He concluded with a special appeal to welcome, protect and integrate “the children and young people who are forced to live far from their homeland and who are separated from their loved ones.” They are particularly vulnerable and need protection, he said.
Pope Francis said that contemporary human migration, “in terms of origin, transit or destination, involves nearly every part of the world,” and he drew attention to the fact that “in the majority of cases, this movement is forced, caused by conflict, natural disasters, persecution, climate change, violence, extreme poverty and inhumane living conditions.”

The pope advocated a “shared response” to this crisis by the political community, civil society and the church. He said that effort could be described with four verbs: to welcome, to protect, to promote and to integrate.

Two years ago, in January 2015, addressing the ambassadors from 180 countries that have diplomatic relations with the Holy See, Francis observed that “rejection is an attitude we all share; it makes us see our neighbor not as a brother or sister to be accepted, but as unworthy of our attention, a rival or someone to be bent to our will.”

In his address on Feb. 21, he said rejection is “rooted ultimately in self-centeredness and amplified by populist rhetoric,” and he underlined the need for “a change of attitude, to overcome indifference and to counter fears with a generous approach of welcoming those who knock at our doors.”

He called for the promotion of an “integral human development” of migrants, exiles and refugees and said this requires “a coordinated effort” involving the political community, civil society, international organizations and religious institutions.
The pope highlighted the need for the integration of migrants in host countries and explained that this “is neither assimilation nor incorporation. It is a two-way process, rooted essentially in the joint recognition of the other’s cultural richness: It is not the superimposing of one culture over another, nor mutual isolation, with the insidious and dangerous risk of creating ghettos.”

Migrants “are duty bound not to close themselves off from the culture and traditions of the receiving country” and must respect its laws, he said. Governments, on the other hand, should foster “the family dimension of integration” with policies that favor and benefit the reunion of families.

The two-day conference was organized by the newly established Vatican Department for Promoting Integral Human Development in collaboration with the Scalabrini International Migration Network.

Migrants aren’t a danger to Europe but a ‘challenge to grow’, says Pope Francis

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2017/02/17/migrants-arent-a-danger-to-europe-but-a-challenge-to-grow-says-pope-francis/
February 17, 2017
Pope Francis, who was reunited on Friday with one of the Syrian refugees he brought home with him from Lesbos, Greece, has said migrants do not pose a danger to Europe’s culture but rather a challenge for societies to grow.
Francis made the comments during a visit to the Roma Tre university, one of the main public universities in the Italian capital. There, he met with Nour Essa, who along with her husband and child flew back to Rome with the Pope after his trip to Lesbos last April. Since then, Essa has won a government scholarship to finish her biology studies at Roma Tre and has become an activist for refugee rights in her new country.

During a question-and-answer session in a courtyard at the university, Essa asked Francis about fears expressed by many Europeans that Syrians and Iraqi migrants threaten Europe’s Christian culture. Francis responded by noting that his native Argentina is a country of immigrants, and that ending wars and poverty would trim migration flows.

“Migration isn’t a danger, it’s a challenge to grow,” he said, adding that European countries must not only welcome migrants but integrate them into society. “They bring to us a culture, a culture that is rich for us. And also they have to receive our culture and there has to be an exchange of cultures,” he said. “Respect. And this removes fear.”

Essa and her family fled to Lesbos from Syria and lived in a refugee camp for a month until Francis visited. After meeting with refugees, Francis flew back to Rome with three Syrian families, all of them Muslim, in a tangible sign of solidarity.

“Our lives changed in a day thanks to you,” Essa told Francis on Friday.

The Sant’Egidio community, a Catholic charity, took responsibility for settling the dozen refugees, getting the children enrolled in school and finding housing, jobs and language classes for the parents.

Essa recently was on hand at Rome’s airport to welcome a group of 41 Syrian refugees brought to Italy by a joint programme of Sant’Egidio and a Protestant church that organises “humanitarian corridors” for migrants to legally migrate to Europe. There, Essa told reporters that refugees aren’t terrorists. “We are refugees fleeing from war,” she said.

During Friday’s event, Essa and Francis chatted warmly with one another. She smiled when Francis recalled that in Lesbos the refugee families — already aboard his plane for the trip to Rome — didn’t want to come back down the stairs to the tarmac to bid a formal farewell to Greek authorities who had accompanied Francis to his aircraft.

“They didn’t want to get off,” Francis said. “They were afraid they’d have to stay.”

How Pope Francis is leading the Catholic Church against anti-migrant populism

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/how-pope-francis-is-leading-the-catholic-church-against-anti-migrant-populism/
By Anthony Faiola and Sarah Pulliam Bailey, Vatican City, April 10, 2017
As politicians around the world including President Trump take an increasingly hard line on immigration, a powerful force is rallying to the side of migrants: the Roman Catholic Church led by Pope Francis.
Catholic cardinals, bishops and priests are emerging as some of the most influential opponents of immigration crackdowns backed by right-wing populists in the United States and Europe. The moves come as Francis, who has put migrants at the top of his agenda, appears to be leading by example, emphasizing his support for their rights in sermons, speeches and deeds. 

The pro-migrant drive risks dividing Catholics — many of whom in the United States voted for Trump. Some observers say it is also inserting the church into politics in a manner recalling the heady days of Pope John Paul II, who stared down communism and declared his opposition to the 1991 Persian Gulf War. The Vatican is standing in open opposition to politicians like Trump not just on immigration but also on other issues, including climate-change policy.

But the focal point is clearly migrant rights. 

In the United States, individual bishops, especially those appointed by Francis, have sharply criticized Trump’s migrant policies since his election. They include Newark Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, who last month co-led a rally in support of a Mexican man fighting deportation. Tobin has decried Trump’s executive orders on immigration, calling them the “opposite of what it means to be an American.”
In Los Angeles, Archbishop José H. Gomez, the first Mexican American vice president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, which leads the U.S. church, described migrant rights as the bishops’ most important issue. He has delivered blistering critiques of Trump’s policies, and instructed his clerics to distribute cards in English, Spanish, Korean and Vietnamese informing migrants of their rights in 300 parishes.

Chicago Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, one of Francis’s closest allies in the U.S. church, has issued orders that if federal immigration authorities should attempt to enter churches without a warrant in search of migrants, priests should turn them away and call the archdiocese’s lawyers. Catholic school principals were given the same instructions by the archdiocese, which Cupich said was an attempt to respond in a way that was firm “but not extreme.”

He said Francis has helped bishops shape their response.
“The pope makes it a lot easier for me to be a bishop because he’s very clear in his teaching, and [on] this one in particular, he’s trying to awaken the conscience of the citizens of the world,” Cupich said. 

Francis has long been an advocate of migrants — kicking off his papacy in 2013 with a trip to an Italian island used as a waypoint for migrants desperate to enter Europe. In a highly public spat early last year, Francis and Trump exchanged barbs — with Francis declaring that anyone who wants to build walls “is not Christian.” 

Speculation is building that Trump and Francis may meet during the U.S. president’s trip to Italy for a Group of Seven meeting in May. Since the November election, Francis has sidestepped direct criticism of Trump and other populist leaders like French presidential hopeful Marine Le Pen — while at the same time forcefully condemning the dangers of populism. 

“I appeal not to create walls but to build bridges,” Francis said in February on an international day of prayer against human trafficking. “To not respond to evil with evil. To defeat evil with good. . . . A Christian would never say, ‘You will pay for that.’ Never.”

Cardinal Peter Turkson, one of the Vatican’s most senior voices, said last month that it was wrong to portray the Holy See as “against” Trump. But a day earlier, he said that the Vatican was counting on the U.S. Catholic Church — as well as checks and balances — to stop Trump’s policies. “Luckily there are dissenting voices, contrary voices, in the U.S., in explicit disagreement with Trump’s positions,” Turkson said at a Vatican news conference, according to Italy’s ANSA news service. “His immigration ban was blocked by a lawyer in Hawaii. That is a sign that there can be another voice, and hopefully, via political means, gradually Trump himself will start rethinking some of his decisions.” 

Those who have the pope’s ear say Francis is seeking to counter anti-migrant policies by appealing directly to voters. 
“I don’t think the pope is challenging [the politicians]. I think he is challenging their supporters, both those who actively support them and those who passively allow their policies to happen,” said the Rev. Michael Czerny, undersecretary of the Vatican’s new Section for Refugees and Migrants, which opened in January, just before Trump took office. Czerny reports directly to the pope — a sign of the importance of the new office.

“Mr. Trump or Ms. Le Pen are not the root of the problem,” ​Czerny continued. “The root of the problem is the fear, selfishness and shortsightedness that motivate people to support them.”
The issue is hardly limited to Trump’s America. In Germany, for instance, the powerful conference of bishops last month raised eyebrows by strongly condemning the policies of an anti-migrant party in a statement that seemed to urge Germans not to vote for it. 

Heiner Merz, a German lawmaker from the right-wing Alternative for Germany party, said he recently tangled with a pro-
migrant priest at an official event in Stuttgart. The priest, Merz said, publicly called him a “right-wing extremist.”

“I think it’s outrageous that priests preach party politics down from the pulpit,” Merz said.

Not all Catholic leaders have echoed the pope’s concerns. In some countries, such as Poland, prominent Catholic clerics have taken a different approach, generally supporting right-wing populists and their policies.

Conservative elements in the church, already chafing at some of Francis’s other statements, also say that the pope is in danger of over-politicizing his office.

A small number of prominent clerics led by Cardinal Raymond Burke — a longtime Vatican insider who met in Rome with Trump’s chief strategist, Stephen K. Bannon, in 2014 when he headed Breitbart News — have issued surprisingly public critiques of the pope’s more open stance on divorced Catholics and gays and lesbians. The pope’s pro-migrant stance may be feeding the concerns of those who see him as overly liberal. 

Roberto de Mattei, a critic of Francis and president of the conservative Lepanto Foundation in Rome, said that the church should play a “balancing role” in the migrant issue. “But if under Pope [Francis] the church sides with unchecked immigration, what then? [Right-wing] movements will accuse the church of colluding with Islam and pro-immigration movements.” 

Overall, U.S. Catholics tend to be generally supportive of migrants rights. But the November election revealed a strong political divide along racial and ethnic lines: Sixty percent of white Catholics supported Trump, while 67 percent of Hispanic Catholics backed Clinton, according to exit polls. Surveys also show a clear difference on immigration. Nearly 90 percent of Hispanic Catholics say that undocumented immigrants who meet certain requirements should be able to stay in the United States, while 65 percent of white Catholics say the same thing, according to a 2015 Pew survey. 

Yet senior U.S. clerics have largely united behind the pope on the migrant issue. In the politically red state of Kansas, for instance, Catholic bishops issued a statement urging Trump to develop “generous and prudent immigration laws.” Even Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia, seen as conservative, held a prayer service for immigrants and stated in a column that “how we treat [immigrants] will prove or disprove whether we take our Christian discipleship seriously.”

Senior U.S. clerics also opposed the Obama administration on a number of policies, including a health-care mandate to cover contraception. Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl, archbishop of Washington, described the church’s religious freedom as the “raging issue” under Obama, while immigration is now the “raging issue” under Trump.

Baltimore’s archbishop, William E. Lori, said U.S. bishops agree with the Trump administration on some issues, including abortion and school choice. 
He added that previous popes have taken similar positions as Francis on immigration. But, Lori added, Francis is “perhaps more dramatic.” His trips, such as his 2016 visit to the U.S.-Mexico border, also connected his stance on migrants to politics.

“The poor is the hallmark of his papacy,” Lori said. “It will affect our priorities and it should.”

Immigration war. The U.S. hierarchy has it so wrong
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-immigration-war?mc_cid=427e830052&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, June 23, 2017

The U.S bishops wrapped up their bi-annual meeting last week in Indianapolis, and much of the agenda was dominated by all the social justice topics — big shock, we know. Tops on the agenda for the U.S. hierarchy was immigration. One by one, various bishops denounced Trump's agenda of securing the borders and controlling the number of immigrants that flow into the U.S. illegally. The issue of refugees was also a hot topic, given the political football it has become by the leftist socialist forces in the culture, forces that the bishops continue to side with.

What's curious, however, is that the bishops never discussed or brought up the most pressing immigration issue: the immigration of faithful Catholics from bad parishes to good ones, or the Catholic refugee crisis — faithful Catholics who are persecuted in their own parishes by hippie, 1970s-minded pastors and clergy who yell at them for kneeling to receive Holy Communion on the tongue or genuflecting when they go into the pew or kneeling during the Consecration and a host of other issues.

Yes, there is a huge number of immigrants and refugees among faithful Catholics who are forced quite often to pack up their families and drive huge distances every Sunday to get to a reverent Mass where the Catholic faith is actually preached, not the sanctimonious, pro-homosexual, social justice, leftist, socialist, Saul Alinsky-inspired ideology being passed off as theological.

Whether the Church of Nice and its various bishops acknowledge or even know it (although some seem to be dimly aware of it), the edifice they have spent their entire clerical lives erecting is tumbling down, and faithful Catholics are deserting it in droves. They are packing up and immigrating to the odd-ball faithful, reverent parish some distance away, finding a Traditional Latin Mass by either the FSSP or the Institute of Christ the King or the very rare diocesan parish that offers it, or they are simply migrating to one of the Eastern Rite parishes that has managed to largely avoid the crisis.

The number of Traditional Latin Masses has grown noticeably since Pope Benedict gave it so much greater prominence in 2007 with his motu proprio. And for the record, a number of cardinals and archbishops around the world, including Cdl. Raymond Burke, expressed deep shock at the opposition to the Latin Mass by so many prelates. It knocked them back in shock; the opposition was so overwhelming, which, if you don't know much about the raging ecclesiastical wars between bishops over the Latin Mass and their extreme distaste for it many of them harbor, then it ought to be enough for you to realize that since so many mediocre bishops oppose it that maybe you should go to it.

They have been so wrong about so much in the Church that their opposition to tradition should be an indicator to you that there's probably something really good about that form of the Mass, which was essentially the only form of the Mass in the Latin Rite for centuries and centuries and centuries. But whether Catholic parish immigrants may be responding to the liturgical crisis on an instinctual level or deliberately, the case remains that each passing week, the trickle out of irreverent Church of Nice parishes is turning into a steady stream. And none of this bodes well for the Church of Nice, obviously.  

On the one hand, you have this number of faithful Catholics migrating to safe-haven, sanctuary parishes where God is actually the center and not man and a phony so-called social justice agenda. On the other hand, you also have the flood of poorly catechized Catholics rushing out of the parish because they have been spiritually abandoned by the leadership, both episcopal and pastoral.

For all the non-stop blather and pabulum we hear from the bishops' meetings about "pastoral this" and "pastoral that," the sad reality is that faithful Catholics are not being ministered to in any "pastoral" sense. They are left to their own devices to figure out that one, something is very wrong here, and two, me and my family are not being fed, and three, I need to figure out the solution on my own. The faithful are simply left to fend for themselves. How is that pastoral?

We hear a lot of blah blah blah about going out to the margins, meeting people where they are, accompanying them. The half-baked theological verbal diarrhea never seems to stop. But as long as the happy evangelization talk ignores the growing number of Catholic immigrants from the Church of Nice and the persecuted refugee Catholics who feel like they have nowhere to go, all the blather from the bishops about immigration is just that, blather.

Charity begins at home. And instead of trying to score cheap political points in order to appear socially and culturally relevant, how about tending to the hurting sheep and acknowledging their deep concerns about a lack of reverence, lack of serious preaching challenging them to holiness, lack of instruction in the dogma of the Real Presence, the need to get to confession and on and on?

For all their talk about it being uncharitable to build the wall, it is they who have built a wall around the authentic Faith and refused to let or help starving immigrant and refugee Catholics in. How about adding all this to the next agenda and let the politics go for once — just once?
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