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       JULY 18, 2017 
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
57-MORE NON-CATHOLIC EXPERTS ENTER THE VATICAN UNDER ARCHBISHOP PAGLIA
See also
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 54-PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR MADE DIRECTOR OF L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO ARGENTINA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_54-PRESBYTERIAN_PASTOR_MADE_DIRECTOR_OF_L’OSSERVATORE_ROMANO_ARGENTINA.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 32-PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE FAMILY (PRESIDENT: ARCHBISHOP VINCENZO PAGLIA) UNVEILS DIABOLICAL SEX-ED PROGRAMME AT THE XXXI WORLD YOUTH DAY IN KRAKOW, POLAND
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_32-PONTIFICAL_COUNCIL_FOR_THE_FAMILY_UNVEILS_DIABOLICAL_SEX-ED_PROGRAMME.doc
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Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia
Background:
Presentation of the Eighth World Meeting of Families 
http://www.news.va/en/news/presentation-of-the-eighth-world-meeting-of-famili EXTRACT
Vatican City, June 25, 2015
This morning in the Holy See Press Office a press conference was held to present the Eighth World Meeting of Families, to be held in Philadelphia, U.S.A., from 22 to 27 September this year, on the theme “Love is our mission. The family fully alive”. The speakers were Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the Pontifical Council for the Family; Archbishop Charles Joseph Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. of Philadelphia with his auxiliary, Bishop John J. McIntyre, and Jerry and Lucille Francesco, a couple from the same archdiocese, now married for fifty years.
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia figured at the forefront in the release of the heretical Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia:

1. Vatican Official: Post-Synodal Exhortation Coming “by March”

http://www.onepeterfive.com/vatican-official-post-synodal-exhortation-coming-by-march/ 

By Steve Skojec, January 27, 2016
La Stampa‘s “Vatican Insider” section is reporting that Vincenzo Cardinal Paglia, President of the Pontifical Council on the Family, announced the impending release of Pope Francis’ post-synodal exhortation at a course on the family in Portugal this week. 
The Italian cardinal said he was certain that the Pope’s text will focus on a Catholic Church that “ventures out” and stands by families at all times. 

“I am certain that the Exhortation,” Paglia said, “will be an ode to love, the kind of love that cares for the wellbeing of children and that is able to be close to wounded families”. 
“The challenge for us Christians today,” he concluded, “is to stand by families without putting labels on people. We must always see the positive side of every family and help it to grow.”

The language Cardinal Paglia used in his announcement is portentous, and advocates of traditional Church teaching on family and marriage should not be surprised to hear it. 

What the document will actually say remains an open question. 

2. Pope Francis to release much anticipated Synod on the Family exhortation in March
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-to-release-much-anticipated-post-synodal-apostolic-exhortation EXTRACT
By Pete Baklinski, January 28, 2016
A much anticipated document written by Pope Francis that some think could chart the future course of the barque of Peter through the waters of sexuality, marriage, and family is set to be released this coming March. 

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the Pontifical Council for the Family, says that the pope’s post-synodal apostolic exhortation following the Synod on the Family is scheduled to be published by the end of March. The news comes from Il Sismografo, a semi-official Vatican news aggregator supervised by the Secretariat of State.

Archbishop Paglia called the document, which summarizes the pope’s own conclusions on the outcome of the two recent synods on the family, a “hymn to love, a love that wants to take care of the welfare of the young, to be close to wounded families to give them strength, a love that wants to be close to children as well as to all mankind in need."

3. Post-Synodal Exhortation Expected This Saturday

http://www.onepeterfive.com/post-synodal-exhortation-expected-this-saturday/ EXTRACT
By Steve Skojec, March 14, 2016

The Vatican grapevine informs us that the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on Marriage is expected to be released this Saturday, March 19th. Yes, that’s the Feast of St. Joseph, because irony. 

Unsurprisingly, there are serious reasons for concern: 
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia reportedly disclosed the news today at a conference with priests in Portugal, according to Il Sismografo, a semi-official Vatican news aggregator supervised by the Secretariat of State. 

The Italian archbishop said the much-anticipated document, which summarizes the Pope’s conclusions of the two synods dedicated to the family, will be “a hymn to love, a love that wants to take care of the welfare of the young, to be close to wounded families to give them strength, a love that wants to be close to children as well as to all mankind in need.” 

4. Preparations for the Exhortation are Being Made – in Rome and in Germany

http://www.onepeterfive.com/preparations-for-the-exhortation-are-being-made-in-rome-and-in-germany/ EXTRACT
By Maike Hickson, April 1, 2016 
Giuseppe Nardi, a well-informed Rome expert, reports on the German website Katholisches.info that all bishops have now received a letter from Rome, instructing them that they should prepare the faithful around the world for the upcoming Apostolic Exhortation. As Nardi writes:
As reported by La Croix, the daily newspaper of the French Bishops’ Conference, the electronic notification comes from Curial Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family. He urged all bishops to convene a press conference – if possible everywhere at the same time, that is to say, simultaneously, with the press conference in Rome – to present the post-synodal letter of Pope Francis about the family.

Readers might remember that Archbishop Paglia was among the “Kasperites” during the two Synods. His Pontifical Council for the Family had earlier published a book promoting the idea of allowing “remarried” divorcees to receive Holy Communion. 
*
Now:
Changes in the Pontifical Academy for Life

http://fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/changes-pontifical-academy-life-30545 
June 18, 2017
On June 13, the Holy See published the list of the 50 members of the Pontifical Academy for Life nominated by Pope Francis. This list comes after the reform of the Academy’s statutes last November, a reform that raised several questions.

The Pontifical Academy for Life now has 50 members: 45 ordinary members and five honorary members. The latter were nominated for an indefinite period of time because they are “linked in a particular way to the life and activity of the Academy,” explained the Holy See in a press release.

These 5 ad honorem members include first of all Cardinal Carlo Caffarra, archbishop emeritus of Bologna, the first president of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family, who recently drew attention by co-signing, along with three other porporati, the famous Dubia which ignited the controversy surrounding the post-synodal Exhortation Amoris Laetitia.
Another noteworthy member: Birthe Lejeune, widow of Professor Jérôme Lejeune, the famous geneticist and co-inventor of the chromosomal anomaly responsible for Down’s Syndrome, and the first president of the Academy. She is the vice-president of the Foundation named after her husband.

One fact is worth noting: Pope Francis has decided to open the Academy to persons who do not belong to the Church. Thus, the institution’s 18 new members include Japanese Shinya Yamanaka, who won the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 2012 for his research on reprogramming adult skin cells to act as an alternative to embryonic stem cells. There are also two rabbis who are university professors specializing in medical ethics.

One may be surprised at seeing the doors opened to researchers who do not profess the Church’s Credo – far from it – especially since the original goal of the Academy, as exposed by John Paul II in his Motu Proprio Vitae Mysterium on February 11, 1994, is “to study and to provide information and training about the principal problems of law and biomedicine pertaining to the promotion and protection of life, especially in the direct relationship they have with Christian morality and the directives of the Church's magisterium”.

But then came the modification of the Academy’s statues by its president, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, in November 2016. This change approved by the Holy Father removed all explicit mention of the magisterium of the Church.
Already when the new statutes of the Academy were published, some suspected its president, Archbishop Paglia, of wishing to take liberties with the magisterium of the Church, especially on ethical questions. But the prelate strongly denied any such intention. In an interview on June 6 with the American newspaper National Catholic Register, he declared that “the Academy’s absolute fidelity to the Church’s Magisterium in no way means that we are unable to undertake joint initiatives or enter into dialogue with persons who do not share our Catholic belief and commitment.” Yet one of the new ordinary members, Professor Avraham Steinberg, a specialist on bioethics, is a rabbi known for his studies and works on the Talmud that are seen as an authority in Judaism.

Also included is Nigel Biggar, a professor at Oxford University and a new member of the Academy, according to whom it is morally acceptable to abort a child up until the 18th week, a position that goes completely against the teaching of the Church.

Comparing the old and new lists of the members of the Academy, one can see that many names have been crossed off: internationally renowned pro-life militants, such as Guatemalan Maria Mercedes Arzù de Wilson, Venezuelan Christine De Marcellus Vollmer, or Burkinabé Etienne Kaboré, and French Bernard Kerdelhué, a disciple of Professor Jérôme Lejeune, as well as Belgian Msgr. Michel Schooyans, and Philippe Schepens.

This change in the statutes of the Pontifical Academy for Life is to be understood in the light of the sovereign pontiff’s address on October 27, 2016. Francis exhorted the Pontifical John Paul II Institute to renew its views on questions dealing with couples and the family and to take the complexity and multiplicity of concrete situations into consideration. Francis even went so far as to claim that the Church so far has presented “a theological ideal of marriage that is too abstract, almost artificially constructed” and “far from the concrete situation of families”.

Making Amoris Laetitia the guideline for the Academy for Life’s work is just one small step away. There is no saying an honorary member like Cardinal Caffarra —who along with Cardinal Burke, Brandmüller, and Meissner, has been asking the pope to “clarify” the ambiguous points (through their dubia), to say the least, in the apostolic exhortation— will be ready to take this step.

*
Vatican archbishop featured in homoerotic painting he commissioned
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/leading-vatican-archbishop-featured-in-homoerotic-painting-he-commissioned 

By Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, March 3, 2017
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High ranking Vatican prelate Vincenzo Paglia appears in an 'erotic' net in his cathedral mural clutching another semi-nude man.
The archbishop now at the helm of the Pontifical Academy for Life paid a homosexual artist to paint a blasphemous homoerotic mural in his cathedral church in 2007. The mural includes an image of the archbishop himself.
The archbishop, Vincenzo Paglia, was also recently appointed by Pope Francis as president of the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family.

The massive mural still covers the opposite side of the facade of the cathedral church of the Diocese of Terni-Narni-Amelia. It depicts Jesus carrying nets to heaven filled with naked and semi-nude homosexuals, transsexuals, prostitutes, and drug dealers, jumbled together in erotic interactions.

Included in one of the nets is Paglia, the then diocesan bishop. The image of the Savior is painted with the face of a local male hairdresser, and his private parts can be seen through his translucent garb.
According to the artist, a homosexual Argentinean named Ricardo Cinalli who is known for his paintings of male bodies, Bishop Paglia selected him out of a list of ten internationally-known artists specifically for the task of painting the inner wall of the facade. Bishop Paglia, along with one Fr. Fabio Leonardis, oversaw every detail of Cinalli’s work, according to Cinalli, who approvingly notes that Paglia never asked him if he believed in the Christian doctrine of salvation.

“Working with him was humanly and professionally fantastic,” Cinalli told the Italian newspaper La Repubblica in March of last year. “Never, in four months, during which we saw each other almost three times each week, did Paglia ever ask me if I believed in salvation. He never placed me in an uncomfortable position.”

“There was no detail that was done freely, at random,” added Cinalli. “Everything was analyzed. Everything was discussed. They never allowed me to work on my own.”
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Cathedral mural depicts Jesus lifting nets full of prostitutes, homosexuals, and other lascivious characters, into heaven.
Cinalli admits to La Repubblica that the naked people in the nets are meant to be “erotic,” although Bishop Paglia drew the line when Cinalli proposed to show people actually copulating.
“In this case, there was not – in this sense – a sexual intention, but erotic, yes,” said Cinalli. “I think that the erotic aspect is the most notable among the people inside the nets.” He later added, “The one thing that they didn’t permit me to insert was the copulation of two people within this net where everything is permitted.”

The reason he wasn’t allowed to be so explicit, says Cinalli, is that his painting had already done enough to demonstrate the notion that man has “freedom” in this life and even in the next, apparently to engage in whatever sexual behavior he deems appropriate. “The bishop and Fr. Leonardis . . . told me that they didn’t think it was necessary to arrive at that extreme to demonstrate the freedom that man, in reality, has in this world and in the next.”
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Artist Ricardo Cinalli says the people in the nets are meant to be "erotic."

The Catholic Church condemns all forms of sexual behavior outside of natural sexual intercourse between a man and a woman united in marriage, including homosexual sodomy, and warns that those who die unrepentant of such sins will suffer eternal damnation.  The doctrine, which is found in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, is reflected in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which calls homosexual acts “intrinsically disordered,” and adds, “Under no circumstances can they be approved.”

Under the supervision of Paglia, Cinalli painted the bishop himself in one of the “erotic” nets, semi-nude and clutching a bearded man wearing nothing but a loose loincloth. He also painted Fr. Leonardis, then head of the Office of Cultural Heritage, as a naked, muscular man with a tattoo of a cupid’s arrow running through a heart containing the word “love,” entangled with others in one of the “erotic” nets.

Cinalli told La Repubblica that Fr. Fabio, who died soon after the painting was finished while still in his fifties, was a very “open” man, but declined to say if he was a homosexual.
“Fr. Fabio was completely open,” said Cinalli. “It’s not for me to say if he was a homosexual or not – it’s not important, but his openness was absolute.”

Cinalli explained to La Repubblica that he modeled the face of Jesus on that of a local male hairdresser because people see Christ in a way that is “too masculine.”

Cinalli admits that his work was not well-received by many in the Diocese of Terni-Narni-Amelia, who were so outraged by the work that Cinalli believed it might be destroyed after Fr. Fabio’s death. However, Bishop Paglia resisted such pressures until he left the diocese in 2012, and his successor has also left the mural in place.

LifeSite asked Archbishop Paglia’s office for comment but no response was received by press time.
Vincenzo Paglia placed in charge of life and family issues by the Vatican

Although the mural generated controversy in Paglia’s diocese, it passed under the radar of Italy’s national media, and Paglia’s promotion to archbishop and appointment as president of the Pontifical Council for the Family in 2012 generated no controversy. Soon, however, he began to give hints of his liberal attitudes regarding sexual morality, claiming in 2013 that the Catholic Church favors “legal protections and inheritance for people living together but are not married” and opposes making homosexuality a crime. When his comments received negative coverage from Catholic media, he claimed his intentions had been “derailed,” but didn’t retract the statements.

In early 2015, under the direction of Archbishop Paglia, the Pontifical Council for the Family hosted a series of lectures that raised the possibility of giving Holy Communion to people living in adulterous remarriages, after some period of public penance. The lectures were then published as a book, ironically named “Family and Church: an indissoluble bond.”

In July of 2016, still under the direction of Paglia, the Pontifical Council for the Family issued a new sex-ed program that includes lascivious and pornographic images so disturbing that one psychologist suggested that the archbishop be evaluated by a review board in accordance with norms of the Dallas Charter, which are meant to protect children from sexual abuse.
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Fr. Fabio Leonardis, now deceased, appears in one of the "erotic" nets totally naked

“My immediate professional reaction was that this obscene or pornographic approach abuses youth psychologically and spiritually,” said Dr. Richard Fitzgibbons, a psychiatrist who has been a consultant to the Congregation for the Clergy at the Vatican and has served as adjunct professor at the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family at the Catholic University of America.  “As a professional who has treated both priest perpetrators and the victims of the abuse crisis in the Church, what I found particularly troubling was that the pornographic images in this program are similar to those used by adult sexual predators of adolescents.”

In August of last year, Pope Francis moved Paglia from the Pontifical Council for the Family to the presidency of the Pontifical Academy for Life, as well as of the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family, two organizations founded by Pope St. John Paul II to defend the sanctity of human life and family values. Soon it became apparent that the Academy was being radically transformed when new statutes were issued that no longer required members to sign a declaration of fidelity to the Catholic Church’s perennial teachings on the right to life. On February 17, it was confirmed that all Academy memberships had been terminated, leaving only Paglia and his staff at the top of an otherwise empty organization.
On the same day, Archbishop Paglia gave a speech praising the recently-deceased founder of Italy’s Radical Party, Marco Pannella, a promiscuous bisexual whose career was largely spent attacking the values of the Catholic faith and the Catholic Church itself. Although Pannella had fought vigorously for the legalization of abortion, homosexual “marriage,” transgender “rights,” divorce, and free unions, and sought to dissolve the concordat between the Church and the Italian state, Paglia called him a “man of great spirituality,” and said that his death was “a great loss, not only for the people of the Radical Party, but also for our country.”

“His story shows how a man can help history to go forward towards the defense of each and every person’s dignity, especially those who are marginalized,” said Paglia. “I take great pleasure in saying that Marco was truly a spiritual man who fought and hoped against all hope.” Paglia concluded, “We must receive and keep his (Panella’s) vitality.”

See the La Repubblica video of their interview with Ricardo Cinalli (in Spanish and Italian), which contains images of the mural:
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03:17
6 of 288 readers’ comments
1 Is anyone surprised by anything anymore? –Fr. RP
2. I am sickened and extremely angry.
There is no one out there on this earth to call out the monster and his crew? Is there?

3. Folks, "Birds of a feather stick together..."
One seriously must ask if Pope Francis is the leader of the Purple Prelates/Lavender Mafia.

The other day, LSN had a phenomenal (and sad) column on Cardinal McCarrick's indirect influence on Pope Francis' election.

It should be noted that Cardinal McCarrick was quite creepy in that talk at Villanova, and that McCarrick admits to being Bergoglio's good friend. McCarrick has his own history...

Also notable is that McCarrick is friends with Cardinal Tobin - who was made Cardinal and moved to McCarrick's old diocese, Newark.

Also notable is that recent video of Auxiliary Bishop Cruz in Newark who was assaulted. After the assault, the male adolescent server can be seen kissing the bishop...

Also notable is "the Kissing Bishop", Archbishop Manuel Fernandez, who believes in predestination...

Folks and LSN, you need to look further into this apparent homosexual ring that you are likely uncovering...

4. I hate to say this, but when people rise up they need to raise more holy sons and send more of them to the seminary.
5. Only the seminaries don't want our orthodox boys. Believe me, I know; we've tried. The Archdiocese of Boston is only interested in liberal, easily swayed boys to enter into their seminary. An orthodox boy doesn't stand a chance unless he enters into a Traditional order. God help us.
6. I have a son and used to think he would have been a priest. I wouldn't send a son into this den of homosexuals. No way.
Vatican archbishop’s homoerotic mural is a ‘true scandal’ that reaches the pope: US art critic
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-archbishops-x-rated-mural-reveals-an-indiscreet-sex-happy-manp 

By Pete Baklinski, March 22, 2016
A U.S. painter and respected art critic said she was not only “shocked,” but “astounded,” by LifeSiteNews’ report earlier this month about a prominent Vatican archbishop who commissioned a homoerotic painting in which he was featured clasped to a semi-naked man. 
Maureen Mullarkey, a member of the International Association of Art Critics and senior contributor to The Federalist, wrote on her blog that she at first dismissed the “crux of the story” after being alerted to it by friends. 

“A too-quick glance at the mural left me thinking that the most shocking thing here was the lumpen figuration and the then-bishop’s abysmal lack of aesthetic discrimination,” she wrote, adding: “Diverted by art history and the aesthetics of the thing, I missed the crux of the story.”

But after reading the entire LifeSiteNews report and examining the mural in detail for herself, Mullarkey said she now “regret[s] not having paid closer attention before shrugging in dismissal.”
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Maureen Mullarkey/Paglia wearing the zucchetto
High ranking Vatican prelate Vincenzo Paglia appears in an 'erotic' net in his cathedral mural clutching another semi-nude man.
Archbishop Paglia commissioned homosexual Argentinean Ricardo Cinalli to paint the cathedral mural in 2007. Covering the entire back wall of the cathedral church of the Diocese of Terni-Narni-Amelia, it depicts Jesus carrying nets to heaven filled with naked and semi-nude homosexuals, transsexuals, prostitutes, and drug dealers, jumbled together in erotic interactions.
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Cinalli told the Italian newspaper La Repubblica in March 2016 that the archbishop oversaw every detail of the work. “There was no detail that was done freely, at random,” he said. “Everything was analyzed. Everything was discussed. They never allowed me to work on my own.” 

In the right-hand net, young naked children can be seen entangled with the bodies of older men and women. In another instance, one male can be seen with his hand between another male’s legs groping his reproductive organ. The image of the Savior is painted with the face of a local male hairdresser, and his private parts can be seen through his translucent garb.

Included in one of the nets is Paglia, the then-diocesan bishop. He is depicted wearing his skull cap and clutching another semi-nude man who is tenderly embracing him. 

Cinalli told La Repubblica that the naked people in the nets were meant to be “erotic,” although Paglia drew the line when Cinalli proposed to show people actually copulating.

Commented Mullarkey: “Paglia’s narcissism—the urge to flaunt his liberation from the moral considerations he is pledged to honor—is stunning. It is a finger in the eye of congregants who trust in a priest’s fidelity to his vows. To place it in a public house of worship is treachery. It is also a declaration of Paglia’s own trust in his immunity from reprimand.”

Mullarkey wrote that the painting forces congregants to “peep through a keyhole at [Paglia’s] sexual inclinations—and suggested behavior.” 

“Abandoning reticence, Paglia disdains his own flock. He is taunting them. There is malice in that,” she wrote. 

Mullarkey’s criticisms are all the more poignant given that she once dabbled in homosexual themes in her earlier career. LifeSiteNews reached out to Mullarkey for comment, but did not receive a response by press time. 

Mullarkey said that Paglia and his mural reveal a much deeper problem happening within the Church under Francis’ watch. 

“Ultimately, the core of the issue here is not about a mural at all. Not substantially. Nor is it even about Archbishop Paglia. It is about a degraded Vatican culture which props up a man like Paglia, awarding him authority when he should be handed sackcloth and ashes and packed off to a hermitage.”

After serving as President of the Pontifical Council for the Family, Pope Francis appointed the archbishop last year to head the Pontifical Academy for Life and also made him Grand Chancellor of the St. John Paul II Pontifical Institute for Studies of Marriage and Family. As the former head of the Pontifical Council for the Family, he oversaw the development and launch of a sex-ed course for teens that contained explicit images. 

Commented Mullarkey: “The true scandal here is the basis—which goes unmentioned—of Paglia’s confidence that he could broadcast his sexuality on a cathedral wall without fear of censure. On what protections did his certainty rely? Who are the enablers of this cocksure display of male bonding? From how high up the ecclesial ladder does Paglia’s insurance come? And why is the damned thing still there?” 

Founding members of the Vatican’s Pontifical Academy for Life raised concern last week about Paglia’s capacity to lead the Academy on account of the homoerotic depictions he commissioned in his cathedral. 

“This work is absolutely disgusting,” Christine Vollmer, president of the Latin American Alliance for the Family as well as a founding member of the Vatican's Pontifical Academy for Life, told LifeSiteNews at that time. She said it was “obvious” that the only way Paglia could commission such a work while being promoted to influential Vatican posts was by having “high-ranking protection at the Vatican.”
Mercedes Arzú Wilson, president of Family of the Americas and also a founding member of the Pontifical Academy for Life, said it was “incomprehensible” that Pope Francis would appoint Paglia to such influential posts. 

Mullarkey said that a “scandal” of this caliber goes all the way to the top. 
“What business does this indiscreet, sex-happy man—put plainly, a creep—have to do with marriage and the family? What do his continued appointments, coming as they have in the wake of his billboard-sized disclosure, say about his boss?” she wrote. 

Editor’s note: Read Mullarkey’s two posts on Paglia’s painting:
The Archbishop’s Mural & The Homintern
http://studiomatters.com/archbishops-mural-homintern March 8, 2017
Paglia & the Art of Transgression (warning: graphic content)* (Below)
http://studiomatters.com/paglia-art-transgression March 15, 2017
6 of 87 readers’ comments

1. Paglia was appointed bishop by Pope John Paul II it seems, and was given a Vatican appointment by Benedict XV. One wonders what kind of vetting there is for such appointments. Apparently, Pope Benedict booted out more than 77 bishops. Paglia escaped his cleanout and was obviously not complete. One also wonders why the new bishop of the diocese didn't invest in a couple of cans of paint and get rid of that scandalous fresco. Would he be of the same ilk?
2. This to me seems to be the key problem: no vetting. Doctrinal and moral vetting of priests and bishops has been neglected since Vatican II. No wonder the Church is now filled to the brim with modernist clergy.
3. Why do we think there is no vetting? These people are chosen for who they are, and what they believe, by others just like them.
4. The Vatican is chock full of these disgusting Bishops, from top to bottom. This painting being done the way it was and STILL hanging there is an 'IN YOUR FACE' kind of thing. It was meant to be offensive, I do believe. These men (and there are more of them than not) are evil through and through. Looks like Satanism reigns in the Vatican.
5. The reason is that the bishops have been appointed by the same leaders who allow the behavior. This is exactly why when the current pontificate ends the church crisis will continue on for many years more. Look at the cardinals that Bergoglio has appointed and you can pretty much predict the future!
6. This is horrible! How could this possibly be on display and how can this Bishop still be in the Church? Drain the swamp and rid the Church of all of these evil doers. Looks like an orgy to me! Is sex the only thing there is? Rid the Church of all homosexual clergy. This is beyond disgusting! They just make it uglier and uglier! God help us! Please return soon, Jesus.
*Paglia & the Art of Transgression
http://studiomatters.com/paglia-art-transgression 

By Maureen Mullarkey, March 15, 2017 (I have not reproduced all of the images -Michael)
The oddities of Archbishop Paglia’s 2007 commissioned mural stirred interest in other works by Ricardo Cinalli, the Argentinian artist who painted it. Why him? Of the ten artists who auditioned for the project, what recommended Cinalli above the others? Presumably all applicants were adept at the human figure, all capable of managing the demands of a large-scale wall painting. What was the distinguishing feature of the winning artist’s portfolio?
Go ahead, take a guess:
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Ricardo Cinalli. El Plato (1997-98)
The bulk of Cinalli’s output—prior to and close to the time of the commission—exhibits a will to startle, an inner necessity to stick a thumb in the eye of Mr. and Mrs. Bourgeoisie. Walter Benjamin’s wrecking ball is still swinging. Tact and subtlety crumble first. Some in the collector/commissioning class, no matter their age and station, still cannot get enough of whatever will incite bourgeois dismay.
•     •     •     •

Trigger Warning: You will not like what you see here. But unless you look you will miss insight into Archbishop Paglia (and, by reasonable extension, the Vatican culture that sustains and promotes him). The eye is a fast lane to discernment. On show in Cinalli’s body of work is a drive toward trespass, an attraction fed by hostility toward norms. His is an art of the void, a figurative art that screams the absence of all sense of the meaning of man.

And that void is as legitimate a subject as any other. But the spirit that drives it does not invite consideration for the decoration of a space dedicated to worship of God.

So, friends, stay awhile for a brief tour through the portfolio of an artist who struck an axial chord in the ordained priest—now a high clerical bureaucrat—charged with piloting us through life issues and matters related to marriage and the family. [Paglia is president of both the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family.]
•     •     •     •

Cinalli’s affection for what Mikhail Bakhtin called “the lower bodily strata” is a defining feature of his work.  Weighted toward the male nude, or parts thereof, his signature motifs are too obvious not to have featured in the deliberations of then-bishop Paglia and his co-curator, Fr. Fabio Leonardis. It is fair to assume the motifs were congenial to both men.
The point to keep in mind is that Cinalli’s sensibilities, apparent at the time of the commission, were militantly transgressive. The grotesqueries and distortions of transgression function, as academics are fond of saying, as a “critique of the dominant ideology.” And the ideology in the dock nowadays is—more academese—heteronormativity. In other words, the idea that heterosexuality is a biological norm is an outworn credo. Time to scuttle it.

[…]

[image: image10.jpg]



Ricardo Cinalli. Atravesando el Mar de Galilea [Crossing the Sea of Galilee], 2003
The ball keeps rolling. It is unclear to a woman why severed male genitals come under the heading of homoerotic. Eros is long gone from them. Cinalli’s penis-as-still-life looks wonderfully like something on offer in a butcher’s display case.
Nevertheless, that meat-seller analogy has some suitability viewed from a different angle. In his preface to Transgression, Michel Foucault welcomed “modern forms of sexuality” as “a solid and natural animality.” He applauded behaviors severed from generosity, fidelity, or humane significance. A bathhouse ethos, it killed Foucault of AIDS at fifty seven. (Fr. Fabio—he of the heart tattoo on the cathedral mural—also died in his fifties.) And as we know, certain animals are destined for the table. What Phillip Larkin termed “young meat” remains on a sufficient number of them to require the existence of a Vatican Commission for the Protection of Minors.
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Ricardo Cinalli. Passage (1997)
•     •     •     •

Transgression comes to us as carnival; its animating spirit inhabits transvestism. During the liturgical year, Carnival flames out while Lady Lent prevails. That ritual progression holds today no less than in the days of Peter Breughel the Elder’s Battle Between Carnival and Lent. Cinalli, however, reverses Lent’s victory. His wigless transvestite [below] has been converted—convertido—away from piety and contrition to a liturgy of sexual fetishism. This gender bender has disposed of the redemptive universe signified by the crown of thorns and the Virgin tattooed down his arm. His right hand points to the left which joins thumb and forefingers as if in mockery of a priestly gesture:
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Ricardo Cinalli. Convertido (2009)
In The Competition, the brute physicality of a cross-dressing male—the vanquishing figure in this arena—calls to mind the will to dominance that fuels the juggernaut called a gay rights movement (in reality, a demand for privilege):
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Ricardo Cinalli. The Competition (2009)
•     •     •     •

All figurative artists work in the shadow of art history, building on or borrowing from it where needed. Cinalli adopts classical models to illustrate a personal mythology of a male-only universe in which women, if they appear at all, are simply props.
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Ricardo Cinalli. Material World (2006)
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Ricardo Cinalli. Nocturno II (2013)

Shattered (below) is a fastidiously rendered inversion of traditional lamentation scenes. Andrea Mantegna’s haunting Dead Christ initiated the extreme foreshortening that was taken up as a challenge in perspective to subsequent artists. Mantegna’s Christ lies on the stone of unction, an image of sacrificial suffering. Borgianni’s later etching does the same. Both artists placed technique in service to the pity of the scene. (Both images omitted -Michael)
Pity disappears in Cinalli’s desacralized paraphrase. Gone is any opportunity for theological reflection. Only the sociological remains, implicit in those tattoos: the hammer and sickle, the death’s head. Is Cinalli’s figure really dead? That raised arm prompts the question: Is the figure merely in a stupor, sleeping off an induced transport of nihilistic self-immolation?
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Ricardo Cinalli. Shattered (2009). The title is realized in the oval of broken glass added onto the lower right of the panel.

When it comes to formal and thematic sources to be mimicked, Cinalli is a magpie. Consistency lies mainly in the urge to enfeeble or outfox his antecedents. In 2007, Damian Hirst, a British artist-entrepreneur and showman, cast a human skull in platinum and covered it with diamonds. Titled “For the Love of God,” the thing sold for $100M to an investment group. (Image omitted -Michael)
Two years later, Cinalli—who has lived and worked in London since 1973—imitated the stunt with a diamond encrusted rubber dildo. The downgrade in material from a real scull to a piece of rubber loses the frisson of Hirst’s gambit. The smart-alecky title, For the Love of Le God, is a bald statement of Cinalli’s enthusiasms.

[image: image17.png]



Ricardo Cinalli. For the Love of Le God (2009)

Remember, we are strolling through these images to learn something about Paglia and his circle. Cinalli is a means to that end. If you like, you can view more of his portfolio here. What matters is the window onto an archbishop that the art opens wide. However oblique the view, what is seen is real.
What did the then-bishop have in mind by choosing an artist whose only relation—as artist—to the sacred is the cannibalizing or capsizing of the Church’s heritage of sacred themes?

[image: image18.jpg]The Last Supper, 1996-7, 290 x 350 cm. Pastel on tissue paper layers.




Ricardo Cinalli. The Last Supper (1996)

In sum, if Cinalli’s body of work can be said to honor anything, it is maleness—not manhood, not the dignity of man, just a near-dehumanized maleness. Paglia awarded the brass ring to an artist sensitive to the sacred only for the purpose of negating it. Everything in Cinalli’s portfolio speaks against him as someone to be entrusted with a cathedral wall.
Neither aesthetic judgment nor pastoral prudence played a role in this commission. On the face of it, it resembles an exercise in gay nepotism. Or something close.

*
Archbishop who supports Communion for remarried divorcees to head Pontifical Academy for Life, JPII Institute

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pontifical-appointee-supports-communion-for-remarried-divorcees
By Claire Chretien, Vatican City, August 18, 2016

A Vatican prelate known for his support of loosening the Church’s approach toward Holy Communion for those living unrepentantly in objectively sinful situations has been appointed to head the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family.

Italian Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, 71, is the current president of the Pontifical Council for the Family, but will now become president of Pontifical Academy for Life. The Pontifical Council for the Family and the Pontifical Council for the Laity will shut down in September; the work previously under their auspices will fall under a new Dicastery for the Laity, Family, and Life, headed by Dallas Bishop Kevin Farrell.  

Pope Francis also appointed Paglia grand chancellor of the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family. The institute is known for defending the Catholic Church’s teachings on marriage in line with its namesake’s prolific writings on the topic. However, many of its scholars were excluded from the two synods on marriage and family despite their theological expertise.  

Milanese theologian Monsignor Pierangelo Sequeri, 71, will be the Institute’s new president, replacing current president Monsignor Livio Melina, 64.

In a letter to Paglia on Wednesday, Pope Francis laid out how he hopes Paglia will reshape the institutions he is now tasked with leading.

“In theological study, a pastoral perspective and attention to the wounds of humanity should never be missing,” Pope Francis wrote. He called for the Pontifical John Paul II Institute and the Pontifical Academy for Life to undergo “a renewal and further development” in order for them to focus “ever more clearly on the horizon of mercy.”

“As President of the Pontifical Academy for Life, I urge you to deal with the new challenges concerning the value of life,” the pope tells Paglia. “I refer to the various aspects concerning the care of the dignity of the human person in the various ages of existence, mutual respect between genders and generations, the defense of the dignity of every single human being, the promotion of quality of human life that integrates the material and spiritual values, in view of an authentic ‘human ecology’, which helps to restore the original balance of creation between the human person and the whole universe.”

Paglia has mixed history, will run historically orthodox institutions

Paglia has spoken out in defense of the Church’s teaching on marriage and human sexuality, calling the defense of family something that transcends the left-right political divide and lamenting that “for the first time in history” the union of marriage, family, and life “is being torn apart.”

“We are going towards a ‘de-familied’ society and therefore [a] weaker and less solid” one, he said in 2014.  

However, as head of the Pontifical Council for the Family, Paglia oversaw the publication of a book embracing the “Kasper proposal” to admit to Holy Communion those living in what the Church considers an active state of adultery. In 2015, he seemingly praised the pro-homosexual television show Modern Family as sparking a dialogue about “the family” and invited same-sex couples to the World Meeting of Families.

Most recently, the Pontifical Council for the Family under his leadership has come under criticism for promulgating a sex-ed program for youth that includes explicit sexual imagery, leaves aside the Church’s teaching on sin, and envisions being taught outside the bosom of the family. Critics warn that the program violates norms previously promulgated by the very same pontifical council.

During his time as President of the Institute, Melina defended the Church’s perennial teaching that remarried divorcees who are not living as “brother and sister” are not to be admitted to Holy Communion. He also wrote that the controversial exhortation Amoris Laetitia, which Pope Francis published after the two synods on the family, “does not change the Church’s discipline,” which is “based on doctrinal grounds.”

“It must be said with clarity: also after Amoris Laetitia it continues to be the case that admitting to communion the divorced and ‘remarried,’ (apart from the situations foreseen by Familiaris Consortio 84 and Sacramentum Caritatis 29) goes against the Church’s discipline,” Melina wrote. “To teach that it is possible to admit the divorced and ‘remarried’ to communion (apart from these criteria), goes against the Church’s Magisterium.”

Cardinal Carlo Caffarra, who helped Pope St. John Paul II write his exhortation Familiaris Consortio, also helped found the Institute. Familiaris Consortio definitively answered the question of whether the divorced and “remarried” may be admitted to Holy Communion. Pope St. John Paul II wrote:

… the Church reaffirms her practice, which is based upon Sacred Scripture, of not admitting to Eucharistic Communion divorced persons who have remarried. They are unable to be admitted thereto from the fact that their state and condition of life objectively contradict that union of love between Christ and the Church which is signified and effected by the Eucharist. Besides this, there is another special pastoral reason: if these people were admitted to the Eucharist, the faithful would be led into error and confusion regarding the Church's teaching about the indissolubility of marriage.

Earlier this year, Caffarra told the Catholic faithful not to listen to priests, bishops, or cardinals if they espouse opinions about marriage that are out of line with the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Caffarra also said that if he had the opportunity to speak with Pope Francis about the ambiguity of Amoris Laetitia, he would ask for clarification on whether the Church’s traditional teaching that certain actions are always gravely sinful is “still believed to be true.”
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1 Now we know the papal answer to the many criticisms of Amoris Laetitia, including the letter to all the cardinals by the 45 theologians. The two synods on the family and Amoris Laetitia are to form the basis for a broadening and deepening and development of the Church's teaching on marriage and family, when the critics know it is a rupture from previous teaching, and the personnel are put in place to implement the new teachings in new departments. The whole program is carefully designed. The only problem is that it is false teaching and damaging to the family to allow divorce, remarriage, adultery and communion. This is not the Catholic Church anymore, and how Christ will keep his promise that evil will not prevail against the Catholic Church when the Pope himself is the instrument of the false teaching is something beyond my limited human intellect's finite grasp.

2. We have seen the progression of the progressives since March of 2013 and the carefully crafted "Who am I to Judge." From there it went to the very rushed synods on the family and the off the cuff airplane interviews.... All well staged. At this point one would have to be deaf, dumb and blind not to see it.... But in the end it is a big yawn... Because we are blessed with the scriptures, Tradition, and Magisterial teachings of the Church. This too (false theology) shall pass.
3. I have zero trust for Pope Francis or any of his cronies.

Kasperite Bishop Appointed Head of Pontifical Academy for Life

https://onepeterfive.com/kasperite-bishop-appointed-head-pontifical-academy-life/
By Maike Hickson, August 17, 2016

Vatican expert Dr. Sandro Magister revealed yesterday – a day before the announcement was officially made – the troubling news that Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia has been chosen by Pope Francis to be the new head of the Pontifical Academy for Life, as well as of the Pontifical  John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family. Paglia is already the head of the Pontifical Council for the Family.

With this decision, Pope Francis makes another move in order to strengthen the progressive direction of his papal teaching concerning moral matters. Paglia is known to be a strong supporter of the “opening” of the Catholic Church’s moral teaching with regard to marriage and the family. Paglia himself had published between the two Family Synods a book promoting the idea to give out Holy Communion to the “remarried” divorcees. He is also on record for repeatedly promoting the homosexual cause, for example by praising the U.S. TV show “Modern Family.” Paglia was also responsible for inviting homosexual couples to last year’s World Meeting of Families. As OnePeterFive reported at the time:

Pontifical Family Council President, Monsignor Vincenzo Paglia, when asked about homosexual couples and families coming to the event, said, “We are following Instrumentum Laboris on the Synod to the letter. Everyone can come, nobody is excluded. And if anyone feels excluded, I’ll leave the 99 little sheep and go and get him.” (One might also pause and question the integrity of such a document). The National Catholic Reporter, while writing something similar, is quick to add from the Archbishop of Philadelphia, Charles. J. Chaput, “We don’t want to provide a platform at the meeting for people to lobby for positions contrary to the life of our church, so we’re not providing that kind of lobbying opportunity.” While the article attempts to cover up this odd invitation by focusing more on the details of the event, we understand the gist: homosexual couples and families are publicly invited to the Catholic World Meeting of Families.

Magister has also pointed out, the former head of the Pontifical Council for the Family, Cardinal Ennio Antonelli – a strong defender of the traditional Catholic moral teaching – had been excluded by Pope Francis from the Synod on Marriage and the Family, even though he has a much higher competence than someone like Paglia. As was also observed by Vatican experts such as Edward Pentin during the 2014 Synod on the Family, Pope Francis had then excluded members of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family from the Synod discussion. This institute is known for its strong loyalty to the moral teaching of Pope John Paul II and therefore for its being against the idea of admitting “remarried” divorcees to Holy Communion.

Thus it becomes considerably more obvious that Pope Francis intends to make changes within the curial dicasteries that will promote his liberalizing idea of mercy in questions of marriage and the family. Magister says, with regard to these newly announced changes: They intend “to change – along with the persons – the orientation of the institute [Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family] and to adapt it to the new Bergoglio course.” And he continues: “As to the Papal Academy for Life – which the pope also now entrusts into the hands of Paglia – there are to be expected several earthquakes.” Magister expects, for example, that Pope Francis will remove the Austrian philosopher, Professor Josef Seifert, from the Papal Academy for Life. Seifert just recently has published a well-reasoned, charitable but forceful critique of the papal document Amoris Laetitia in which he explicitly requests Pope Francis to rescind several of its objectively heretical statements.

In related news, the Vatican’s Press Bulletin has reported that Bishop Kevin Joseph Farrel of Texas has now been appointed by Pope Francis to be the head of the newly establish Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life. In 2008, Farrel had been under criticism for appointing as pastor of the newly renovated St. Michael’s parish in McKinney, Texas, a priest who has been associated with a prominent website for actively homosexual priests and religious.
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1. "And if anyone feels excluded, I’ll leave the 99 little sheep and go and get him.” 
Maybe the Catholic Church should be more concerned these days for the 99 sheep who have been without a shepherd for the duration of this Papacy. Soon there won't be any to get!

2. The fact is that His Excellency - and, to judge by his own words on numerous occasions, the man who just appointed him - really doesn't like most of those 99 sheep, and wouldn't be that unhappy to find that most had wandered off.

3. The 99 sheep are those who are feeling unwelcome, being forced to wander off to find nourishing pastures instead of the wasteland where they've been fixed in the hopes that they'll eventually die off.

4. Bergoglio is done for! This is Modernism’s last chance. The Jesuits are in decline as are post -conciliar Modernist Parishes-good riddance I say. For myself my recent rediscovery of Tradition is helping me in my quest to remain Faithful to Holy Mother Church. These fools of Bergoglio soon will have no one to talk to as the congregation will have all left. Follow me via The Tridentine Mass of Ages!

5. Take courage that the apostasy is speeding up. Wasn't it Sister Lucia who said Our Lady told her Satan's final battle would be to attack the family? Well here it is.

The days of this wicked Bergoglian regime are surely numbered. 

6. Dear Pope Francis, Actions speak louder than words. And you are coming across "loud and clear". -The Catholic Faithful

7. The Church of Sodom and Gomorrah. Could anyone have imagined such a thing before Pope Francis? The current direction and scandal cries out to heaven for vengeance. Millions of souls are being lost. Let us pray for divine intervention soon.

8. If PF had any integrity he would end his charade of being Catholic and just say..
"Luther was right. We are all Protestant. Do what you want. You are on your own."

Psychiatrist: Archbishop behind Vatican sex-ed should be evaluated by sex abuse review board
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/psychiatrist-vatican-sex-ed-program-abuses-youth-psychologically-and-spirit
By Claire Chretien, September 2, 2016

A renowned psychiatrist who has worked with victims of priestly sexual abuse and priest abusers has strongly condemned the Vatican’s new sex education program as abusive and “the most dangerous threat to Catholic youth” he has seen in the past 40 years.

The gravely concerned psychiatrist is Dr. Rick Fitzgibbons, a counseling center director who has been a consultant to the Congregation for the Clergy at the Vatican and has served as adjunct professor at the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family at the Catholic University of America. In an essay published today by LifeSiteNews, Fitzgibbons warns that the material found in the Vatican’s newly-released sex ed program The Meeting Point “constitutes sexual abuse of Catholic adolescents” and contains pornographic images “similar to those used by adult sexual predators of adolescents.”

“In a culture in which youth are bombarded by pornography, I was particularly shocked by the images contained in this new sex education program, some of which are clearly pornographic,” Fitzgibbons wrote. “My immediate professional reaction was that this obscene or pornographic approach abuses youth psychologically and spiritually. … As a professional who has treated both priest perpetrators and the victims of the abuse crisis in the Church, what I found particularly troubling was that the pornographic images in this program are similar to those used by adult sexual predators of adolescents.”

Fitzgibbons called for Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, who oversaw the development and release of the program when he was head of the Pontifical Council for the Family, to be evaluated according to norms adopted by the United States Catholic Bishops in the wake of the sex abuse scandal. 

Paglia “should be required in justice to go through an evaluation by a review board as described in the Dallas Charter norms for placing youth at risk,” Fitzgibbons wrote. “Such a review is particularly important as he is now been put in charge of further teaching regarding sexuality and marriage at the John Paul II Institute for Family Studies.”

Fitzgibbons called on Bishop Kevin Farrell, the Prefect of the newly-established Vatican Dicastery for Laity, the Family, and Life, to rescind the program “as soon as possible” and introduce a replacement that follows “the outstanding teaching of St. John Paul II on marriage, youth, family and sexuality from the Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World.”

The Meeting Point “reveals an ignorance of the enormous sexual pressure upon youth today and will result in their subsequent confusion in accepting the Church’s teaching,” Fitzgibbons wrote. “It represents a grave future crisis in the Church and particularly for Catholic youth and families in far greater proportions than the scandalous sexual abuse crisis of youth recently so widely reported in the press.”

Fitzgibbons’ criticism of the program joins that of other international pro-family leaders who have called it “thoroughly immoral,” “entirely inappropriate,” and “quite tragic.”

Dr. Fitzgibbons' full article is published here.
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1. What can we Catholic laity do to try to get this demonic sexual evil stopped before it reaches our kids?

2. If the Pope does not correct this now ... there is only one road I believe left... ask him to step down and let him know that he has lost the trust of the faithful.

Form a catholic community and as a priest wrote on LSN a few days ago, build a community. Find an authentic Bishop or priest and go to them.

It is clear the wolves are in all kinds of dicasteries in the Vatican and many put there by Francis himself.

It is time to clarify where the Pope is at.
3. With all due respect, what this current Pontiff has allowed to flow through the Church of Christ in the past three years is nothing short of apostasy. Don't get me wrong, I pray for him every day, and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide him, but it takes a discerning spirit to realize that he is allowing anti Catholic ideas and values to rip through the Church unabashed. 
He has been asked over and over again to clarify certain parts of Amoris Laetitia and has completely ignored these requests. He has been asked in a formal letter by 45 prelates and theologians in a very charitable way to clarify troublesome parts of this 'Encyclical'. These brave men of the Church are now being cruelly persecuted for their faithfulness to Catholic teaching. As much as I love this Holy Father, he has caused more damage and more confusion in the Church than the entire 50 years of the 'Spirit' of Vatican ll. He must be confronted with his anti-Catholic proclamations and actions. It is the solemn duty of Catholics that have the authority to confront him publicly and charitably to correct and clarify according to Catholic tradition or to remove himself. Christ will surely hold those accountable who stand silent in the face of apostasy.

4. Pope Francis must resign!! A conclave must be called by the Cardinals and new Pope elected who will actually teach the Church's teaching.

5. Question: Is this program being circulated in dioceses or soon to be? Does anyone know?

6. All we know so far was that it was released at World Youth Day in Krakow. I'm sure there are plans coming down the pipes. –Pete Baklinski, LSN
Pontifical Academy for Life chief glorifies radical culture of death devotee

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/pontifical-academy-for-life-chief-glorifies-departed-italian-radical-dissen
February 27, 2017

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, head of the Pontifical Academy for Life – or what is left of it since Pope Francis removed every single member in December – joined a “debate” earlier this month to mark the publication of a biography on recently deceased Italian Radical Party founder Marco Pannella.

A debate normally requires at least some differences of opinion or conflicting views on the subject under discussion. But during his 20-minute speech (available here), Paglia expressed unqualified admiration for longtime friend Pannella, one of Italy’s most radical proponents of the culture of death.

What made matters even worse is that the event took place at the headquarters of the Italian Radical Party in Rome.

The Archbishop’s performance was highly reminiscent of Pope Francis’ own praise for Emma Bonino, another prominent and historic member of the Radical Party. She is one of the country’s “forgotten greats,” Francis said of Italy’s foremost promoter of abortion in February 2016.

Pannella, born in 1930, was the figurehead of the Radical Party that he founded in 1955, and also headed the Italian League for divorce, successfully using Leninist-style agitprop to make it legal in 1970.

Pannella took part in each and every endeavor of the culture of death – successful or not – such as the legalization of abortion, gay “marriage,” blasphemy, free love, transgender rights, and so on. He wanted to end the prohibition of exhibitionism and drug use and dreamed of emptying Italy’s prisons through a general amnesty. Pannella was a proponent of non-violence and socialism, nudism and the abolition of the Concordat between Italy and the Catholic Church. His Radical Party stood for all of that and more.

Pannella came out as a bisexual on Radio Radicale in 2010, admitting that he had “loved three or four men” while maintaining a lifelong unmarried relationship with girlfriend Mirella who, he said, “didn’t mind” his homosexual flings and his affairs with other women. He was also an atheist.

But Archbishop Paglia fell over his own words in praising the memory of the man who died in May last year without having reconciled himself with Christ and the Church. During his speech, he called Pannella a “man of great spirituality.”

“From the beginning, when we met in the 1990’s in a common interest for the figure of Ibrahim Rgova whom he called ‘the Gandhi of the Balkans,’ we spoke of the force of ideals and I like to say of Pannella that he was a man of great spirituality," Paglia said. "Towards the end, he would say: ‘I chose not holy matter but the holy spirit, not property but spirituality … That is shown by this book in a really beautiful way.”

Smiling, laughing and obviously taking pleasure in his positive memories of Pannella, Paglia went on to remark: “He used to say that we Catholics have a tendency to leave the Gospel to one side while it is the force that can change the world – and he would invite me to join the Radical Party.” Paglia never went so far as to do so, but he did say that Pannella’s death had been “a great loss, not only for the people of the Radical Party, but also for our country.”

The Italian Bishop’s Conference is perhaps not so far removed from this opinion as it sent an official delegation to the Radical Party’s march for a general amnesty in Rome last November.

Even more revealingly, Paglia said about Pannella and his ideals: “Today, it is vital to find a form of proximity through which to unite those who are diverse, in order to build a unity of purpose or a unity that embraces all …” This is the “diversity” rhetoric toted by the internationalists and globalists who deem religions and traditions to be today’s main threat to world peace, and who openly work toward a global spirituality where all faiths are equal and relativism rules.

Pannella received several phone calls from Pope Francis. Paglia fondly remembers his friend’s last birthday when the Pope entrusted him with his book about Mercy and a medal for Pannella. That same day, the Pope flew to Lesbos to visit Middle-Eastern and African refugees. Pannella was deeply moved, Paglia said. He immediately wrote a letter to the Pope saying ‘I would have liked to go with you.’” Paglia added: “That was because he understood that this was the way to transform the world and Italy when so many walls are still being built. Others have appeared since his death to build other walls: Marco’s way of speaking must still be heard, it is the language of universality.”
When Pannella was dying, Paglia recounts how he got a phone call during a meeting with the Pope, who said, “Go there immediately and greet him for me …” “In July,” Paglia continued, “when Marco was already dead, the Pope thanked me for what I had done: ‘Marco lived as a believer, ready to pay the price with his very self for what he believed.’”

Paglia is of a similar opinion: “His story shows how a man can help history to go forward towards the defense of each and every person’s dignity, specially those who are marginalized. … I take great pleasure in saying that Marco was truly a spiritual man who fought and hoped against all hope … ” Pannella had a message, Paglia continued, “We should never give up … We must receive and keep his vitality.”

Of this man who put every effort into promoting the transgression of God’s law, the president of the Pontifical Academy for Life also said: “He dreamed of a convent that would not be established on the rules of others but on his own, the rules of radical thought. … He was against transcendence, he would say that rules do not descend from Heaven, it is man who creates them and makes sure they are applied. If by the word transcendence he was designating something that is exterior, far away or platonic, it is obvious that we should agree with Marco, because ideas should be incarnated in or own flesh!”

This effusive and fuzzy admiration leaves no space at all for God’s truth or for the commandments, making – as it does – man the sole author and measure of his own morals. A very ancient temptation …

Several Italian newspapers called Paglia’s speech an effort to canonize Pannella and to preach his new Gospel. His conclusion, as he turned toward Pannella’s biographers, tends to prove them right.

“I believe that today Marco, who is full of the spirit, is still blowing and asking us to help the spirit whose breath makes history move,” Paglia said. “Thanks to your book, in a way Marco is still alive, as the inspiration for a more beautiful life not only for Italy but for the world, that more than ever needs people who can speak like him – and there are fewer and fewer. … I am glad that the spirit of Marco can help us to live in that same direction!”

Not surprisingly, Riccardo Cascioli, editor of La nuova Bussola Quotidiana, one of Italy’s more conservative newspapers, called the author of this mind-boggling eulogy the president of the “Pontifical Academy for Death.”
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1. Why is this man a bishop of the Church? 
Why was he picked to run the Pontifical Society?
How is a Pope declared an Anti-Pope?

2. This is more than the culture of natural death. Archbishop Paglia is espousing the heresies of new age spiritualism (been there) that leads to the death of true faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is a deceptive road of destruction for those who are hungry for God and searching for truth.

3. This is more than the culture of natural death. Archbishop Paglia is espousing the heresies of new age spiritualism (been there) that leads to the death of true faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is a deceptive road of destruction for those who are hungry for God and searching for truth.
4. There have been many last straws already. It isn't the Catholic Church anymore. The exterior form has been kept but the interior has been hollowed out with a new paradigm increasingly revealed to us. Soon the exterior form will be gone too, with such novelties as women ordained in vestments ministering in the Church.

5. Well this is sort of scary. I am getting the sense that normal Catholics like me are being left to fend for ourselves. Our leaders are getting weirder by the day.

“Blasphemous,” “Disgusting,” & “Demonic”: Archbishop Paglia’s Homoerotic Mural
https://onepeterfive.com/blasphemous-disgusting-demonic-archbishop-paglias-homoerotic-mural/
By Steve Skojec, March 15, 2017 (Image omitted -Michael)
Last week on the 1P5 podcast, I talked to Joseph Sciambra about the revelation that Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, Pope Francis’ newly-appointed head of the Pontifical Academy for Life and Grand Chancellor of the John Paul II Institute for Marriage and Family, had commissioned an openly homosexual artist to paint a homoerotic mural in his cathedral Church in 2007. Reactions to that story are now coming in from Catholic leaders, including former members of Paglia’s freshly-gutted Pontifical Academy for Life. At LifeSiteNews, Pete Baklinski reports that the fallout from these revelations among Catholic leaders has been strong and vocal:

Critics are saying the work commissioned by Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia is “blasphemous,” “disgusting,” and even “demonic.”

“There is a need for reparation for this blasphemous work. And it is blasphemy because of the effeminate depiction of Christ in a context that the artist himself said was meant to be ‘erotic,’” said Dr. Thomas Ward, president of the National Association of Catholic Families and former corresponding member of the Pontifical Academy for Life.

“It is especially insulting that this image is in the presence of the tabernacle, in the presence of Our Blessed Lord. It is no stretch to say that in this context, and with the image’s clearly erotic content, it is demonic,” he told LifeSiteNews.

Paglia, former bishop of the Italian diocese of Terni-Narni-Amelia where the mural hangs in the cathedral, has been elevated to influential levels of responsibility.

After serving as President of the Pontifical Council for the Family, Pope Francis appointed him last year to head the Pontifical Academy for Life and also made him Grand Chancellor of the St. John Paul II Pontifical Institute for Studies of Marriage and Family. As the former head of the Pontifical Council for the Family, he oversaw the development and launch of a sex-ed course for teens that experts criticized as “thoroughly immoral,” “entirely inappropriate,” and “quite tragic.”
Descriptions of the mural make clear the reason for the outrage:

The image of the Savior is painted with the face of a local male hairdresser, and his private parts can be seen through his translucent garb.

In one instance, one male can be seen with his hand between another male’s legs groping his reproductive organ.

Included in one of the nets is Paglia, the then diocesan bishop. Wearing his skull cap, he is depicted as clutching another semi-nude man who is tenderly embracing him.

Cinalli told La Repubblica that the naked people in the nets were meant to be “erotic,” although Paglia drew the line when Cinalli proposed to show people actually copulating.

“In this case, there was not – in this sense – a sexual intention, but erotic, yes,” Cinalli said. “I think that the erotic aspect is the most notable among the people inside the nets.” He later added, “The one thing that they didn’t permit me to insert was the copulation of two people within this net where everything is permitted.”

Answers are lacking as to why a man who would commission such a work would be put in such significant positions of influence within Church institutions responsible for the implementation of Catholic sexual teaching:

Dr. Ward questioned Paglia’s recent appointments to influential posts within the Vatican given his artistic sensibilities.

“Given that Archbishop Paglia is in the net of erotic figures going to heaven, and given that he discussed every detail with the painter, the question has to be asked by parents worldwide why was this man put in charge of a prototype of sex education aimed at Catholic children throughout the world?” he said. “Catholic parents must look at the scale of evil [that has infiltrated the Church at the highest levels]. They have to wake up to what is going on: It’s a moral nuclear wasteland,” he added.

Christine Vollmer, president of the Latin American Alliance for the Family as well as a founding member of the Vatican’s Pontifical Academy for Life, called the mural “disgusting.” “This work is absolutely disgusting,” she told LifeSiteNews. “Added to this scandal is the huge debt Bishop Paglia allegedly left in his diocese. Given this, along with his elevation to key posts in the Church, it’s obvious that this man has high-ranking protection at the Vatican.”

Is the implication of “high-ranking protection at the Vatican” comparable to what Michael Brendan Dougherty described in his January 3rd column at The Week as pertains to clerical sexual abusers?

Pope Francis and his cardinal allies have been known to interfere with CDF’s judgments on abuse cases. This intervention has become so endemic to the system that cases of priestly abuse in Rome are now known to have two sets of distinctions. The first is guilty or innocent. The second is “with cardinal friends” or “without cardinal friends.”

[…]

Consider the case of Fr. Mauro Inzoli. Inzoli lived in a flamboyant fashion and had such a taste for flashy cars that he earned the nickname “Don Mercedes.” He was also accused of molesting children. He allegedly abused minors in the confessional. He even went so far as to teach children that sexual contact with him was legitimated by scripture and their faith. When his case reached CDF, he was found guilty. And in 2012, under the papacy of Pope Benedict, Inzoli was defrocked.

But Don Mercedes was “with cardinal friends,” we have learned. Cardinal Coccopalmerio and Monsignor Pio Vito Pinto, now dean of the Roman Rota, both intervened on behalf of Inzoli, and Pope Francis returned him to the priestly state in 2014, inviting him to a “a life of humility and prayer.” These strictures seem not to have troubled Inzoli too much. In January 2015, Don Mercedes participated in a conference on the family in Lombardy.

OnePeterFive reached out to Greg Burke, Director of the Holy See Press Office, for comment on the Paglia revelations. At the time of this writing, we have not yet received a response.

In our prior reporting, we’ve raised questions about the pope’s closeness to clerical sexual-abuse enabler Cardinal Godfried Danneels, as well as his appointment of accused abuser Bishop Juan Barros to the see of Osorno in Chile. We’ve shared allegations that Cardinal Reinhard Marx — Archbishop of Munich, head of the German Bishops’ Conference, and close adviser to Pope Francis — has been accused of negligence in dealing with clerical sexual abuse while he was the bishop of Trier. We have highlighted that the administrator of the Domus Sanctae Marta and papal-appointed liaison to the Vatican bank reform process, Msgr. Battista Ricca, has been accused of living a scandalous homosexual life in Latin America, and was the figure about whom the pope famously asked, “Who am I to judge?” We have noted that Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, whom the pope appointed as a consultor to the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, advocates for Catholic acceptance of gay relationships and identity, women’s ordination, and has speculated about the “Eucharistic” nature of sodomy.

While this list is not comprehensive, the number of times such figures are appointed or honored by Francis pushes the suggestion that these are mere accidents beyond credulity. As the number of figures associated with sexual misconduct but nevertheless favored by Pope Francis continues to grow — with no remedial action in sight — hard questions need to be asked about whether any moral standards are being applied to candidates in positions of power in Francis’ Vatican. Or perhaps more to the point, whether noteworthy moral weakness is a characteristic preferred by the pontiff for reasons of his own.

Two Catholic psychologists of note — Dr. Rick Fitzgibbons and Dr. Gerard J. M. van den Aardweg — recently published an op-ed making the situation clear:

To begin with, the exposition of homoerotic art in Archbishop Paglia’s Cathedral from 2007 raises the important question of how he could ever have been chosen to lead the Pontifical Council for the Family and later the Pontifical Academy for Life and the John Paul II Institute for Studies in Marriage and Family. It is now clear that he opposes the Church’s teaching on sexual morality. This question in itself requires an inquiry as to the intentions and criteria used within the Vatican for appointments under Pope Francis.
Archbishop Paglia’s use of homoerotic art reinforces the earlier views, presented to the Vatican by several Catholic mental health professionals, that Archbishop Paglia should be suspended from his responsibilities at the Vatican and be required to undergo an evaluation required of clergy who abuse youth with a focus on psycho-sexual development. This request was made because the initial Meeting Point online sexual education program for youth, developed under Archbishop Paglia’s direction when he headed the Pontifical Council for the Family, contained homoerotic and heterosexual pornography which was like that employed by adult sexual predators of youth.

[…]

However, even more troubling is the role of Pope Francis.  His apparent approval of the release of the Meeting Point program at World Youth Day with its homoerotic content and heterosexual pornography was severely negligent.

The authors conclude:

In the United States, a member of the hierarchy who deliberately places youth at risk of abuse by a known sexual predator is expected to resign from his Episcopal ministry.  This norm is valid for all countries. In addition, such a Bishop would also face criminal charges of severe negligence for contributing to the sexual abuse of a minor, which could have been prevented.

With all due respect, it is time that Pope Francis takes a firm stand in favor of Catholic moral doctrine, publicly distancing himself from those prelates who favor homosexuality as an alternate form of love by removing them from positions of leadership in the Vatican.

Image: The mural, commissioned by Archbishop Paglia for his cathedral Church in Terni-Narni-Amelia, depicts homoerotic themes, transgender persons, prostitutes, drug dealers and other material highly inappropriate for a church setting.
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1. Mark Kenny, Janitor at St. Cecelia Cathedral of Omaha NE, far down the power structure from great men like Archbishop Paglia, remains my hero.
The Parish Priest, Fr. Gutsgell adorned the Cathedral with Disney mannequins last year. Mary Poppins floating above the Church was too much for Janitor Kenny. He went up with bolt cutters and Mary Poppins was no longer able to "fly". He then proceeded to trash all the mannequins before the police arrived to put a stop to it.

Fr. Gutsgell: "Why did you throw out the displays"?

Mr. Kenny: "Father, this is bull****! We can't have this in the church. This isn't culture, it's Disney crap!" He then went to the Communion rail to wait for police.

2. The Code of Canon Law and the Ceremonial of Bishops. Canons 1211-1212 touch upon the violation of sacred places and the obligatory reparation/penance and re-consecration which must be undertaken:
"Can.1211 Sacred places are violated by gravely injurious actions done in them with scandal to the faithful, actions which, in the judgment of the local ordinary, are so grave and contrary to the holiness of the place that it is not permitted to carry on worship in them until the damage is repaired by a penitential rite according to the norm of the liturgical books.

"Can. 1212 Sacred places lose their dedication or blessing if they have been destroyed in large part, or have been turned over permanently to profane use by decree of the competent ordinary or in fact."

This church must...must be re-consecrated publicly.

3. It probably needs an exorcism too. This is... sorry, I can't post how. I feel. As my late father said: A lady doesn't swear.
4. Or burnt to ground and the earth salted.
5. A twisted parody of the Catholic Church is being born in front of our very eyes. I could not bring my children into this cathedral because it would mean exposing them to blasphemous pornography. Let me say that again: bringing my children into a Catholic cathedral would expose them to pornography. There are no words to describe this evil.
6. This vile image has been in place for a decade and it is just being made public in the sense that it has not been widely reported until now.
As to why it was commissioned, the obvious answers are, well rather obvious. As to why this man would be put in a the position he holds despite things like this (rather than being excommunicated and laicized) is because Pope Francis (and all who are like him in the Hierarchy) is very comfortable cooperating with anyone who is willing to put forth his agenda no matter how repulsive that person happens to be, just as he is well known for ostracizing anyone who doesn't cooperate fully with his agenda no matter how saintly they may be. And what is his agenda? To remake the Church in his own image and likeness for he is his own revelation. He is the Pope and therefore He has God's blessing to do whatever he wills because God chose him to do so...(thus is the reasoning of PF, and he has made that clear in several interviews and reports of his behavior.) Remember the 2nd Synod on the Destruction of the Family, where he declared that everyone should relax because he is the Pope, therefore it's guaranteed to be good?

Evil embraces evil and shuns the good. Thus ends the clarification. –Fr. RP
Vatican pro-life academy head defends pro-abortion member by saying he’s not pro-abortion
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-pro-life-academy-head-defends-pro-abortion-member-by-saying-hes-not 

By Doug Mainwaring, Rome, July 10, 2017
In a recent interview with Avvenire, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia defended abortion-supporter Nigel Biggar’s appointment to the Pontifical Academy for Life.

Blaming “media misinterpretations,” Paglia said there is “practically nothing” accurate in allegations that Biggar is “in favor of abortion.”
“Canon Biggar is not only opposed to abortion but has also confirmed to me that he will fight against this kind of negative culture in accordance with Catholic doctrine dealing with the end of earthly life,” Paglia insisted.

The newly appointed head of the Pontifical Academy for Life also assigned blame to those who lack the intellectual capacity to understand “the complex language” of the “2011 internet-published colloquy with the Australian philosopher Peter Singer” that is “being used as the basis for the [misleading] discussions.”

Paglia said this despite the fact that the University of Oxford professor stated rather unequivocally in that 2011 dialogue with pro-infanticide ethicist Peter Singer that a preborn baby is “not … the same kind of thing as an adult or a mature human being” and therefore does not deserve “quite the same treatment.”

At that time, Biggar said, “I would be inclined to draw the line for abortion at 18 weeks after conception, which is roughly about the earliest time when there is some evidence of brain activity, and therefore of consciousness,” as reported by Standpoint Magazine.

Archbishop Paglia also overlooked Biggar’s statement one year later when he was the keynote speaker for an event at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota. “It is not true that all abortion is equivalent to murder,” Biggar said.

Paglia had previously accused Catholic media of “sensationalism” for highlighting the pro-abortion “ethicist.’

‘Heartbreaking:’ Pontifical academy no longer a bastion of orthodoxy

Pope Francis began his overhaul of the Academy last year by creating new statutes. Among other things, he no longer required that members sign a declaration to uphold the Church’s pro-life teachings. The Pope’s next move was to then remove all of the academy members while promising to make new appointments himself.

Former academy member Judie Brown wrote in an article earlier this year that she was shocked by what she called Francis’ move to “deconstruct” the Academy that was once considered a bastion of orthodoxy.

“The Pontifical Academy for Life is undergoing an overhaul by Pope Francis and his political operatives within the Vatican’s hierarchy, and it is one of the most heartbreaking events I have seen in my lifetime. But given the politics of the Vatican, it is not surprising,” she wrote at that time.

‘Demolished’

Christopher Ferrara, author and head of the American Catholic Lawyers’ Association, said an appointment of a pro-abortion member to the Vatican’s highest pro-life institution means that Pope Francis, “as incredible as it may seem, is programmatically committed to accommodating … the toleration of abortion in the life of the Church.”

Pope Francis has “demolished John Paul II’s Pontifical Academy for Life by sacking every one of its members and having its new president, the ‘pro-gay’ Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, draw up new statutes for the Academy,” he wrote. “Bear in mind that Pope [Francis] has abolished the pro-life oath formerly taken by members of the Academy.”

Paglia called Catholics “foolish” for thinking Biggar’s appointment signaled that the Academy was no longer fully committed to defending life at every stage, according to an interview with Vatican Insider.

Gutting and reorienting John Paul II’s Pontifical Academy for Life  

In his clearing out and restacking of the Vatican’s highest pro-life institution, Pope Francis has not invited many former members specifically chosen by Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI for their pro-life-and-family credentials as well as their fidelity to Catholic teaching. Many of those not invited back had previously been openly critical of the direction the Academy was being pushed in recent years.

At the same time, however, Pope Francis appointed a pro-abortion theologian who has expressed support for euthanasia in certain circumstances.

Former Academy member Christine De Marcellus Vollmer, who was not given another term, told LifeSiteNews that the new appointments reveal a “great lack” of understanding in Catholic leadership regarding the current attacks facing human life.

“I don't see any of the important people who are knowledgeable and fighting pornography,” she said. “They don't seem to understand the realities of the threats to life.”
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1. Bigger should go, Paglia should go. If not then Pope Francis should go.

2. After that blasphemous, homoerotic painting he commissioned, I think Paglia lost 100% of his credibility. The man has ZERO. He might as well be talking to himself.

3. Paglia is a dissembler, to be kind. Just last week he issued a statement from the Pontifical Academy for Life completely misstating what Evangelium vitae Para 65 says in order to support the UK government in the Charlie Gard case, and now this. He needs to be booted out, and quickly.

Vatican Archbishop: I don’t need to defend Christian values, they ‘defend themselves’
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-archbishop-we-dontneed-to-defend-christian-values
By Pete Baklinski, Rome, July 14, 2017
A high ranking Vatican archbishop who heads a pro-life Academy as well as a theological institute for marriage and family said that Christian values do not need to be defended because “they defend themselves.”

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia dismissed concerns that Pope Francis’ controversial reforms of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pope John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the Family, which the Archbishop heads, signify any reluctance to fight for Christian values. 
“My view is the exact opposite: I am so certain of the power of Christian values that I don’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves,” he said in an interview with Alfa y Omega published in English today.

Maria Madise of Voice of the Family called it “outrageous” to hear a high-ranking Vatican prelate with weighty responsibilities downplaying the need to defend Christian values. 

“Archbishop Paglia’s view that Christian values do not need defending in today’s society, that they defend themselves, would be a shocking statement from any Catholic. But coming from the head of the Pontifical Academy for Life in the face of an unprecedented degradation of human life, it is outrageous,” she told LifeSiteNews.

Paglia said those who question his commitment to defending life are “losing [their] minds,” and suggested that they themselves do not defend life because they are not "opposed to the death penalty" or speak of "gun-related homicides in the United States."

The Archbishop said that the challenge of preaching in the world of today’s complexities is exasperated by those who “compete with each other to see who is the most faithful to [Catholic] tradition.”

Paglia suggested in the interview that the Church’s teaching on life, marriage, and family prior to Pope Francis was inadequate in dealing with “human life in all its complexity.” He said that the Academy for Life has to “broaden its horizon” and undergo a “reform,” what he called a “widening of perspectives.” “The Academy, which was focused on bioethical issues, has to broaden its horizons. It has to understand both life itself and the stages of life. The reform means taking the measure of human life in all its complexity, in all its aspects and conditions, in the context of the relationship between man and creation….All this requires a redesign, an [sic] widening of perspectives, more areas of study, a renewal,” he said. 

Paglia is the archbishop who was featured in a homoerotic painting he commissioned in his Cathedral and who oversaw the release of a controversial sex-ed program last year during World Youth Day in Poland. 

He called the reform currently being implemented by the order of Pope Francis in the institutions he oversees a “new strategy” and an “ambitious project.”

When asked if the “new strategy” involves the Church retreating from the fight for the right to life of the preborn, Paglia responded in the negative. But, he then immediately criticized those who hold “strongly held positions on this question,” saying that they wage what he called “ideological battles.”

Judie Brown, President of American Life League, called Paglia’s “new strategy” an “insult to Christ and His bride, the Church.” “Today's culture is only lacking one thing: and that is acceptance of the truth that God and His laws are the beacon of light that saves souls,” she told LifeSiteNews. “Catholic teaching is not now, nor has it ever been, nor will it ever be, deficient,” she added.

Brown said that by the Archbishop’s suggestion that the Church’s teaching on life, marriage, and family are somehow now deficient in answering the complexities of today amounts to a betrayal of the Church and the God he claims to serve. 

“What Paglia is saying betrays not only Church teaching but is exemplary of the mental picture I have of him spitting in the face of Christ himself. His words are an insult to truth,” she said. 

Michael Hichborn, president of the U.S.-based Lepanto Institute criticized Paglia’s “new strategy.” 

“The saints throughout history never plotted, planned, or strategized their way to making converts, but simply preached the truth in all places,” he told LifeSiteNews. 

“If Archbishop Paglia wants to try something novel, perhaps he should suggest that priests preach from all pulpits throughout the world in no uncertain terms that abortion, contraception, and sodomy are all condemned, and those engaged in these practices are in danger of Hell,” he added. 

Hichborn said that the “fastest way to distort a simple Truth is to write all over it.”

“The Church has been consistently clear in Her teachings on human life, sexuality and the family, and anyone saying otherwise either hasn't paid attention or has an agenda to the contrary,” he said. 

For his part however, Archbishop Paglia says, “Life in its fullest sense needs an approach that is more articulated than simply repeating a principle that is described as non-negotiable,” he said. 

But the Catholic Church has always taught that there are certain non-negotiables that faithful Catholics may never compromise. 

In a 2011 address on how Catholics should vote, Pope Benedict called the issues of life, family, and parental rights in education “not negotiable.”

“As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, the principal focus of her interventions in the public arena is the protection and promotion of the dignity of the person, and she is thereby consciously drawing particular attention to principles which are not negotiable,” he said. Benedict specifically mentioned that “protection of life in all its stages, from the first moment of conception until natural death” is the first non-negotiable on the list. 

Paglia says however that the Church needs a “greater depth in our defense of life, greater effectiveness, and as many allies as possible.” “That means a new strategy, one that is much more complex and broad,” he said. 

Voice of the Family’s Maria Madise said that Paglia’s responses in the interview give the impression that the Archbishop has no grasp of the Church’s teaching and does not understand the purposes of the institutions he heads. 

“Shifting the focus to the development of broad and complex strategies rather than defending ‘non-negotiable principles,’ gives an impression that Paglia does not understand the Catholic Faith nor the purpose of the Academy he heads,” she said. “At the time when the shepherds refuse to “preach the word: be instant (prepared) in season, out of season: reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience and doctrine,” inevitably more responsibility falls on lay people. We have the means of prayer and sacrifice, in particular, the Holy Rosary. We should work and pray ceaselessly for the authentic restoration of leadership in the Church that will defend unborn children and their families,” she said.
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1. If these values "defend themselves", would this man please understand the futility of attacking them?

2. If these values "defend themselves", then he might as well just quit and pursue his preferred calling, as a nude artist's model.

3. He needs not only to move on, but to move to a silent monastery of ascetics to pray and make atonement for his failure to take up the work he was ordained to do.

4. Now, more than ever, Christian values need to be defended. When you have a president (Obama) putting rainbow lights on the white house - - nations all over the world (most recent one - Malta) legalizing same sex marriage. Women now able to go to their nearest grocery store to buy Plan B (abortive pills) without a prescription. Pornography pretty much everywhere and available to pretty much everyone. People deciding themselves what gender they are (and governments going along with this farce). And who knows what the Supreme Court will decide next what a marriage is - i.e., polygamy, polyandry (a woman with several husbands) - polyamory (several couples declaring themselves as "one family").

I am sorry to say this, but I feel that with this statement as well as the homoerotic mural that Bishop Paglia commissioned - - it is time for Bishop Paglia to move on. I don't feel he is fit for this position, and a real social conservative should take his place. Social matters are far too serious now for this nonchalant attitude.

5. The homosexual cleric of the famous mural has no interest in defending anything Christian, his intent is to destroy the church of course. He just wants you to know he really prefers supporting Satan, in case you hadn't got the message yet....

6. The doublespeak comments by Paglia show that he knows little about or has forgotten the history of the Church. There has always been a battle between good and evil and defending Church teaching against heresies. Paglia uses language to obfuscate rather than to communicate and to teach. The "defend themselves" statements is one reason why Church attendance is going down. The Church becomes irrelevant to people's lives. It's the kind of talk one gets from self-help practitioners. The Vatican itself is now, sadly, in need of evangelization.

7. Archbishop Paglia when you stand before the face of God in judgment that we all of us must do one day, God may ask you, "Archbishop Paglia did you defend My Church's values?"

And Paglia's words will echo those he spoke on earth, "I didn’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves....hey, how'd you like my mural?"
And the trap door under his feet will open up.

8. It is unimaginable that any follower of Jesus Christ, much less a direct successor of His First Apostles, would ever commission & feature in a homoerotic mural, have it publicly displayed in a holy place & then have the temerity to say they don't have to defend Christian values is entirely risible, as such a person obviously doesn't hold any. As an Archbishop (another of JPII's appointments) he is called not only to defend Christian values but to preach against Sodomy & other mortal sins which deprive souls of God's grace & could, if not repented, send them to Hell. Of course he, like PF, may not believe Hell exists until he arrives there. To give him responsibility for the overseeing of sex education of young children is demonic. Heads badly need to roll in to-day's Vatican.

9. If values "defend themselves" then that means we don't need the Holy See as "defenders" of values. Goodbye! We'll save heaps of money.

10. Dear Archbishop Paglia, it is beyond my reasoning (O Holy Spirit, where are you?) that you can be a direct descendant of the Apostles. Since you allege that Christian values don't need defending. This would seem to indicate there is no work for the Bishops. Perhaps this is the meaning (warning) of Our Lady of Fatima. We only need a priest to guide the sheep and nourish them with the Body and Blood of Christ. I don't know what mis-informant you've conferred with but those of us who are pro-life from conception to death, also oppose the death penalty and abhor homicide whether caused by gun, or knife, or hammer, or poison, or anything construed as a weapon, including assisted suicide! How could a leader of the Church commission a nude painting of himself or approve a controversial sex-ed program? I agree with the comments of Judy Brown and Michael Hichborn. It is shameful that it takes lay Catholics to defend 2000 years of Church teaching of Christ's teaching while a man of the cloth does not.

Priest rebukes Vatican archbishop: No, Christian values don’t ‘defend themselves’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/priest-rebukes-vatican-archbishop-no-christian-values-dont-defend-themselve
By Pete Baklinski, New York, July 18, 2017
An American canon lawyer and Catholic priest has criticized a Vatican archbishop for saying that Christian values do not need to be defended because “they defend themselves.”

"I am puzzled that Archbishop Paglia would say 'I am so certain of the power of Christian values that I don’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves.' This is a remarkable statement, especially coming from a shepherd of the Church whose duties include proclaiming the Church's teaching ‘in season and out of season,’” Fr. Gerald Murray, pastor of the Church of the Holy Family in New York City, told LifeSiteNews.

“If Archbishop Paglia feels no need to defend the Church's teaching then he has misunderstood his role. Christian values are roundly and vehemently rejected by the Church's opponents. To meet that challenge with silence could lead some people to think that he does not take those teachings seriously, or perhaps even rejects them himself. That type of confusion must be avoided by a vigorous defense of the Gospel whenever it is assailed,” he added.
Last week Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia dismissed concerns that Pope Francis’ controversial reforms of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pope John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the Family, which the Archbishop heads, signify any reluctance to fight for Christian values.

“My view is the exact opposite: I am so certain of the power of Christian values that I don’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves,” he said in an interview with Alfa y Omega.
Paglia said in the interview that while some new members of the Pontifical Academy for Life might have “nuanced differences in the positions” that they take, “we are certain that no one will take a position contrary to Church teaching.”

But Fr. Murray said that he is not so sure of the archbishop’s promise. “Since some already have done just that [taken a position contrary to Church teaching] in public writings and statements, how can he be sure that they will not continue to uphold their positions which do contradict Church teaching?” he said. “If they have changed their positions, it would be incumbent on Archbishop Paglia to ask them to so state in public in order to reassure the faithful that Academy members will not use their position to undermine the Church's teaching in the future,” he added.
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1. These wolves have no place in the Vatican. They exist only because of the leader of the pack.
2. It seems mostly baloney is coming from the Vatican these days.
3. We have to pray for Fr. Murray. I wonder how long it will take Card. Dolan to ship him off to some falling apart parish in Fort Apache, The Bronx. It being New York City, the cardinal doesn't have some far off rural parish to send him to, which is usually where the good orthodox priests are sent.

4. Well, if it "defends itself", why on earth do we continue to put money in the offertory each week? Why do we need this huge church where all these men are sitting in the Vatican or in nice rectories all around the world? Why do we continue to fund vacations, retreats, holidays, travel, wine, lovely dinners, pagan put-ons, and so on, if it all just "defends itself"? These men clearly don't teach Catholicism, they hate it. Now they blatantly insult Americans who had the audacity to vote for President Trump and wish to avoid our nation being filled with enemy combatants. 
We are done with these sodomites in the Vatican, these mere men. Not one dime more for these diabolical imposters. Not one dime more.

5. If we do not need to defend Christian values what is the point of the Pontifical Academy for Life of which Paglia is the head? It would presumably save a lot of money if it was abolished and we could have a quiet life ignoring all those abortions and euthanasia. Something about a "ravening beast" comes to mind.

6. Jesus was the first to defend His teachings and to show us how to defend them. It has always been the way of Catholicism since Jesus. It's the age-old battle of the spirit against the world, flesh and devil till the end.

Isn't it obvious that when Paglia made his unconcerned declaration to not defend Catholic values, he gives an invitation to the faithful to step up and defend them, like Fr. Murray? Like Jesus would have His prelates do.

These heretics fear neither God nor man when they speak out boldly like this. The head of our Church gives a scandalous example by not rebuking his cardinals and bishops. Can Satan cast out Satan? Thank you Fr. Murray.

Archbishop Paglia: Please resign as head of the Vatican's Academy for Life!
https://lifepetitions.com/petition/paglia
March 2017

This petition has been created and sponsored by a coalition of Italian pro-life and pro-family groups.
BACKGROUND 
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the new head of the Pontifical Academy for Life recently gave remarks expressing unqualified admiration for longtime friend Marco Pannella, one of Italy’s most radical proponents of the culture of death.

Speaking about the Italian Radical Party founder, Paglia stated that he was "a man of great spirituality" and that his death was “a great loss, not only for the people of the Radical Party, but also for our country,” among many other glowing statements.

Pannella spent his life fighting for the legalization and promotion of abortion, same-sex 'marriage,' and euthanasia in Italy, and was himself an openly bisexual man who boasted of his affairs. 

Archbishop Paglia, who was also appointed by Pope Francis to head up the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family, is the same archbishop responsible for developing and releasing the Vatican's new sex-ed program, which, among numerous other grave flaws, includes pornographic images. 

Adding to concerns about the archbishop are the recent revelations that he was responsible for commissioning an enormous "homoerotic" mural at the cathedral church of the Diocese of Terni-Narni-Amelia.

We are asking Archbishop Paglia to resign, and, if he refuses, that he be removed from his positions as head of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pontifical Pope John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family.

Some of the groups sponsoring the petition are:
La Nuova Bussola Quotidiana
Pro Vita Onlus e Notizie Pro Vita
Federvita Piemonte e Valle d'Aosta 

Libertà & Persona
To: Pope Francis and Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia
We demand the resignation of Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia from his role as President of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Chancellor of the John Paul II Institute.

We have witnessed with dismay statements made by Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia on the Radical Party leader Marco Pannella. And we are also disturbed by his role in commissioning a large "homoerotic" mural in the cathedral church of the Diocese of Terni-Narni-Amelia, and in the highly problematic Vatican sex-ed curriculum.

Claiming that Pannella "has spent her life in particular for the last", who fought "for the defense of the dignity of all" is simply false. Hoping the spirit of "Marco still alive inspiring a more beautiful life not only for Italy, (but) for our world" concerns us deeply.

Marco Pannella and the Radical Party fought ferociously on behalf of the culture of death, including:

- against the family and indissoluble marriage

- against the unborn by promoting abortion in all its forms

- against the dignity of procreation, supporting human in vitro fertilization techniques

- against human dignity by promoting various forms of drug use and liberalization of the them

- against the dignity of marriage promoting contraception and gay ideology

- against life in the battles for euthanasia and assisted suicide.

The remarks by Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia demonstrates his blatant unworthiness to head the Pontifical Academy for Life and to serve as Chancellor of the John Paul II Institute.

We invite Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia to resign or, in case of refusal, publicly ask that he be removed from these positions.
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