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                                                                      SEPTEMBER 29, 2017
Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
64-CLIMATE OF FEAR IN THE ROMAN CURIA
Cardinal Müller: “People Working in the Curia Are Living in Great Fear”
https://onepeterfive.com/cardinal-muller-people-working-curia-living-great-fear/
By Maike Hickson, September 29, 2017. Bold red emphases mine, bold black in the original article.
Cardinal Gerhard Müller, the former Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, just gave a wide-ranging interview* to Edward Pentin, the Rome Correspondent of the National Catholic Register. Among other important aspects of this report, Cardinal Müller for the first time admits publicly that the Congregation for the Faith did not itself edit the final version of the papal document Amoris Laetitia, and that he does not even know who actually did the final editing of that document. In this 29 September interview, Cardinal Müller for the first time revealed how fear-filled the atmosphere in Rome now is. He also calls for a further discussion of the dubia, and he defends Cardinal Carlo Caffarra in his expertise as a moral theologian. In the following, we shall present the most crucial section of that lengthy interview in which he explicitly speaks about people who are being spied upon in and about the Vatican:
Careerists and opportunists should not be promoted, and other people who are competent collaborators not excluded without any reason or expelled from the Curia. It’s not good. I heard it from some houses here, that people working in the Curia are living in great fear: If they say one small or harmless critical word, some spies will pass the comments directly to the Holy Father, and the falsely accused people don’t have any chance to defend themselves. These people, who are speaking bad words and lies against other persons, are disturbing and disrupting the good faith, the good name of others whom they are calling their brothers.

The Gospel and the words of Jesus are very strong against those who denounce their brothers and who are creating this bad atmosphere of suspicion. I’ve heard that nobody speaks; everyone is a little afraid because they can be snitched on. It’s not the behavior of adult people, but that of a boarding school.

[Edward Pentin:] One senior Church figure, speaking to me on condition of anonymity, called it a “reign of terror.”
[Cardinal Müller:] It’s the same in some theological faculties — if anybody has any remarks or questions about Amoris Laetitia, they will be expelled, and so on. That is not maturity. A certain interpretation of the document’s Footnote 351 cannot be criteria for becoming a bishop. A future bishop must be a witness to the Gospel, a successor of the apostles, and not only someone who repeats some words of a single pastoral document of the Pope without a mature theological understanding. […]

[Edward Pentin:] Regarding Amoris Laetitia and the fear of criticizing it, and the lack of response to the dubia, isn’t the irony that it goes against the Pope’s wish for parrhesia (to speak boldly and frankly) and dialogue?
[Cardinal Müller:] Everyone who becomes bishop, cardinal or pope must learn to distinguish between the critics who are against the person and critics against the mission you have. The Holy Father, Francis, must know that it is important one accepts his intention: to help those people who are distant from the Church, from the belief of the Church, from Jesus Christ, who wanted to help them. … This discussion is not against him, it is not against his intentions, but there is need of more clarification. Also, in the past, we had discussions about the faith and the pastoral application of it. It’s not the first time this has happened in the Church, and so why not learn from our long experiences as Church, to have a good, profound discussion in promoting the faith, the life of the Church and not to personalize and polarize? It’s not a personal criticism of him, and everybody must learn it and respect his high responsibility. It is a very big danger for the Church that some ideological groups present themselves as the exclusive guardians of the only true interpretation of Amoris Laetitia. They feel they have the right to condemn all people of another standpoint as stupid, rigid, old-fashioned, medieval, etc.
Nobody can, for example, say Cardinal Caffarra didn’t understand anything of moral theology. Sometimes the un-Christian behavior is printed in L’Osservatore Romano, the semi-official Vatican newspaper, or given in official organs of the media, to make polemics and rhetoric. This cannot help us in this situation — only a profound theological discussion will. [Emphasis added]

These observations and comments have some grave implications with regard to the papacy of Pope Francis, inasmuch as he is, finally, responsible for this atmosphere of fear and distrust in Rome; and even for the suppression of some of the orthodox clergy and laymen (such as the highly respected Professor Josef Seifert).
In another section of his interview, however, Cardinal Müller insists, with regard to the confusion concerning Amoris Laetitia, that it is somehow not the pope’s fault: “I think the Pope should not be blamed for this confusion, but he is authorized by Jesus Christ to overcome it [the confusion].”
Cardinal Müller is at least to be commended for his courage to speak much truth in this new interview, and he likely will suffer for it. However, one may politely challenge him as to why he still does not call that man to come forth who is actually responsible, in the end, for this current state of affairs within the Catholic Church: Pope Francis himself. Do we not all have a duty loyally to resist him for creating such an atmosphere of fear and distrust and for suppressing the truly orthodox teaching? For, is it not finally about Christ’s own truth that we reverently speak?
*Cardinal Müller Speaks Out on ‘Amoris Laetitia,’ the Dubia and the Vatican
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/cardinal-mller-discusses-the-cdf-the-curia-and-amoris-laetitia
October 9, 2017 

2 of 100 readers’ comments

1. I'm frankly sick of hearing about the poor Vatican employees and priests and their "fear" for their jobs.
Every Catholic man among us who is gainfully employed faces threats to his career over ethical and moral temptations that are no less important or serious to them than what our churchmen have to face.

Catholic men are rightly expected to live upright and honorable lives no matter the threats.

So should our leaders. In fact, ESPECIALLY our leaders who, after all, are supposed to be {???} setting an example for us.

If the president of the company I work for went off the rails and started badmouthing the mission statement of our business and guided our customers to other companies or told them not to buy our products, he would get an earful and fast. But oh, the poor Catholic leaders are....FEARFUL. I'm sick of it and I bet every other Catholic man is, too.

Grow up, priests and bishops and do your jobs.

By the way, it is nice to hear Cdl Müller at least mustering a bit of frankness in his talk here. We need a lot more of it.

2. About 45 years ago my father, who died in Poland exactly 6 months ago, was offered by communists to keep his job in the military, should he be willing to sign a declaration that neither he nor his family would be seen in church ever again. He declined. At that time he had three small children and no other career. Later he had another daughter and another son. And later Bergoglio practically called him a rabbit.
The depth of this man's depravity and unfaithfulness makes my heart ache, especially when I think of my Parents. Many have mocked them, and accused them of foolishness, but for the pope to compare them to rabbits, like some of our family did, which I heard myself as a young girl! It is too much. He also supports communists and their evil ungodly ideology. My Father could not listen to the news from the Vatican during Bergoglio's reign. With all his courage, he could not take THIS.

God merciful and just knows my Parents, and their sacrifices and suffering. There are so many faithful, whom Jorge Bergoglio hurt and betrayed (and misled). All those persecuted by sodomites today have no one to ask for help, not even in the Holy Office, while the likes of James Martin get promoted. I am only a sinner, and sometimes it is hard for me to sincerely ask God for mercy on Jorge Bergoglio.

Professor Pierantoni: Cardinal Burke Appears Pleased with Filial Correction

https://onepeterfive.com/professor-pierantoni-cardinal-burke-appears-pleased-filial-correction/ 

By Maike Hickson, September 29, 2017
Extract from readers’ comments:
1. I don't understand this spirit of "fear" from the shepherds of the Church - who are they more afraid of God or Francis? Let them take a lesson from the martyrs in the Middle East who are dying for their faith!
2. I do not wish to give credence to servile fear, as it is not credible. So, please note, I am not seeking to defend servile fear in anyway.
However, one thing is often overlooked when people discuss fearful shepherds (especially when they are quick to call them cowards): that of protecting their spiritual children, as in their particular flock.

One of the things I have spent much time in giving council to parents is over their legitimate fears for their children (and their fears are legion.) Every good pastor has many of the same fears for his spiritual children that biological parents have for their children and the primary fear is that they will be led astray by another.

So, many pastors may not speak out publicly, as in to the whole world, but they do speak out in their parishes from their pulpits etc. They try to nourish and guide their flocks according to the Catholic Faith even when their own Bishops or even the Pope are not, and they do so as a direct response to what those Bishops and even the Pope are doing and saying.

They do this in order to keep their spiritual children safe from spiritual harm. And many of them have a legitimate concern about being removed and 'who' will come to replace them. They know that the wolves and hirelings far outnumber the faithful shepherds and that if they are removed for speaking to the whole world the Truth, the one who will replace them will be chosen because he will not speak the Truth to the Parish let alone the world.

So, many of them remain silent in the 'press' but are anything but silent in the Pulpit or in the classroom etc.

When I reflect on the fears that I have about being removed, excommunicated, or laicized for speaking the Truth it is true that "what shall I do, how will I live" comes up, but it is not the most pressing of fears and it is usually immediately quelled upon prayer and an act of spiritual abandonment to God. However, the one that isn't quelled so easily, is what shall happen to my spiritual children?
Just yesterday I had several parishioners, at different times, express to me how they hoped that I would be able to stay here past my current time of assignment because they have grown in their faith and know the wasteland that surrounds them in the various parishes in my small Deanery. They were not even saying this because they thought I might be removed for speaking the Truth, even though I have told the parishes that I serve that this is a real possibility (I have spoken the hard truth several times at Diocesan meetings with the Bishop and even with members of the laity present.)

A Priest, especially a Parish Priest, and most especially a Pastor, is a Father and his natural place is in his home with his spiritual family, as in his parish. Which is why the idiotic post Vatican II practice of shuffling the deck every few years, which I suspect has everything to with homosexual predation, is so destructive of Parish Life. What would we say about a natural family that got a 'new' Father every six or twelve years? We would say that it is a disaster that will only beget chaos and ruin, which is exactly what it has begotten in the Church and I have told my Bishop this and requested to be allowed to remain in my little parishes until I die, because they are my family and I am a Father to them. And my spiritual family is no picnic! Yet, I love them and desire to remain with them so that I can lead as many of them to Salvation as is possible with the Grace of God.

So, please pray for the good shepherds that they are not inhibited by servile fear and that they would be governed by the Fear of the Lord and His Love above all things, but also remember that does not necessarily mean that all of them need to preach to the whole world via the internet or press, but if that is what God is calling them to, that they do so with Holy Boldness.

I have been in my assignment for several years and from the beginning had a parishioner who attacked me without mercy and made life very difficult. I prayed for him often and even rebuked him publically and warned him of hell. After almost eight years he came to me and repented and I absolved him and he died in a state of grace. Being a priest is the greatest blessing there is, and being separated from one's flock, even the difficult ones, is the greatest suffering there is for a priest. This is what many of them fear because they know Hell is real and that many of their children will end there if they are not constantly guided and nourished with the Saving Truth of Jesus Christ.

What I always tell parents is what I must hear myself: God is in charge and if they refuse your council you must continue to pray, fast and do penance for them to merit actual graces for them so that they may repent and be saved. Yet, do not force them to abandon you, if they are going to abandon you then make them do it because they are sinning not you. Tell them the Truth always in Love and explain that the Truth you tell them is Love.

The vast majority of Faithful Catholics are so because of Faithful Parents, naturally and spiritually. The fact that there are Faithful Catholics is due to the fact that there are Faithful Shepherds who taught them and nourished them with the Holy Catholic Faith, and much of that was face to face in a parish setting or at a conference, retreat etc..., not via the internet (yes, there are many Catholics who received their awakening to the Faith via the Internet, and thanks be to God for that!) The point is, that the people of God need Shepherds who will feed them the True Faith in their Parishes or they will perish.

When the time comes for the majority of the good shepherds to be driven into exile (and I fear that time is rapidly approaching in earnest as it has already begun) they will need to be supported by you the faithful laity: as in taken into your homes, succored, debts assisted with, bills paid etc. And not a few of them are old enough to beyond the ability to be gainfully employed elsewhere. And you need to go to them face to face and assure them of your support in this manner. Without the support of the laity in this manner, then all that is being said to these priests is that they must go to Calvary alone. Even Jesus went to Calvary with a faithful few who accompanied Him and remained with Him in His Holy Agony.

I think that the Church is mystically somewhere in here: Revelation 12: 13-17 "So when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she could fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to her place where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent poured water like a river after the woman, to sweep her away with the flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman; it opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her children, those who keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus."

The Woman is, of course, Mary, but Mary is the archetype of Church. –Fr. RP
POPE FRANCIS RELATED FILES   
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QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01D-MAUNDY THURSDAY FOOT KISSING 
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QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 02-MEDJUGORJE 
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QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 14-A DANGEROUS POPE CHALLENGING THE CHURCH?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_14-A_DANGEROUS_POPE_CHALLENGING_THE_CHURCH.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 15-THE POPE SPEAKS ON CLIMATE CHANGE AIR POLLUTION AND A HERETICAL PRIEST EVADES PROLIFE ISSUES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_15-THE_POPE_SPEAKS_ON_CLIMATE_CHANGE_AIR_POLLUTION_AND_A_HERETICAL_PRIEST_ EVADES _PROLIFE_ISSUES.doc 
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_22-THE_CONTRACEPTION_AND_RABBITGATE_CONTROVERSIES.doc 
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 23-THE LUTHERANIZATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_23-THE_LUTHERANIZATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 24-APOSTOLIC DECEPTION AMORIS LAETITIA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_24-APOSTOLIC_DECEPTION_AMORIS_LAETITIA.doc
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QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 45-CRITICISM OF TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS ORDERS AND THE TRIDENTINE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_45-CRITICISM_OF_TRADITIONAL_RELIGIOUS_ORDERS_AND_THE_TRIDENTINE_MASS.doc 
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QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 48-THE DESECRATION OF SACRED SPACES IN ROME 
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_54-PRESBYTERIAN_PASTOR_MADE_DIRECTOR_OF_L’OSSERVATORE_ROMANO_ARGENTINA.doc
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_56-HELL_BENT_ON_THE_DESTRUCTION_OF_CHRISTIANITY.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 57-MORE NON-CATHOLIC EXPERTS ENTER THE VATICAN UNDER ARCHBISHOP PAGLIA 
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THE LANGUAGE OF POPE FRANCIS IS AT TIMES TRYING FOR CATHOLICS-EVANGELII GAUDIUM 
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_POPE_FRANCIS_THE_FALSE_PROPHET_OF_THE_BIBLE.doc
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_POPE_FRANCIS_PLANNING_TO_OVERTURN_SUMMORUM_PONTIFICUM_AND_END_THE_LATIN_MASS.doc
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