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Quo Vadis, Papa Francisco?
67-GOES TO SWEDEN TO CELEBRATE THE HERETIC MARTIN LUTHER AND THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION
Pope Francis creates anticipation for intercommunion between Catholics and Lutherans

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-creates-anticipation-for-intercommunion-between-catholics-and
By John-Henry Westen, October 27, 2016

It’s gearing up to be one of the hottest topics in Sweden and around the Lutheran world. As the October 31 kickoff draws near for the yearlong celebration of Martin Luther’s launch of the Protestant Reformation, Lutheran and Catholic bishops are expressing their expectation of the ability to receive Communion in the Catholic Church, a practice that is not lawful. Pope Francis, who will travel to Lund, Sweden, to participate in the ceremonies, has himself elicited the excitement by suggesting that intercommunion is a possibility.

The Lutheran Church of Sweden to which Pope Francis is going for the celebration accepts contraception, abortion, homosexuality, and female clergy, all of which are strictly and unalterably forbidden in the Catholic Church. Regarding the Eucharist, Lutherans have a fundamentally different faith from Catholics, who believe that during the consecration at Mass the bread used becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ while still looking like bread. Lutherans believe in a fleeting presence – that while Christ is present in the bread during the service, it is just normal bread again outside the service.

Nevertheless, Eucharistic intercommunion is the main desire for Lutheran and Catholic leaders involved in the Papal participation in the Lutheran commemoration.

Swedish Professor Dr. Clemens Cavallin in an essay on “Sweden and the 500-year reformation anamnesis” notes that the Church of Sweden webpage states explicitly about the pope’s visit: “What we foremost wish is that the common celebration of the Eucharist will be officially possible. This is especially important for families where members belong to different denominations.”

In an interview with a major daily in Sweden in January, the female Archbishop of the Church of Sweden, Antje Jackelén, said specifically her desire was for intercommunion. “We would like to officially receive approval for a joint celebration of the Eucharist,” she said. “It is still something troublesome, for a family in which one is Catholic and the other Lutheran, that they cannot go to the same communion table in a Catholic church.”

Bishop William Kenney, a former Swedish Catholic bishop who is now Auxiliary of Birmingham, England, and co-chair of the international dialogue between the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, has suggested that intercommunion in some form is a possibility he is hoping for from the papal visit. In an interview with Crux, he called intercommunion “one of the big issues” of the papal visit. “If I wanted Francis to cause a pleasant revolution in Lund, he would say Lutherans can, under certain circumstances without asking all the time, receive the Eucharist. That would be a major gesture,” Bishop Kenney said.

Kenney added, “The sort of thing I would like to see is that in a so-called ecumenical marriage, the non-Catholic party can always go to Communion with his or her partner. That would be a major step forward, and it’s pastorally very desirable.”

Intercommunion even in limited cases such as for married couples, where one of the spouses is Lutheran and the other Catholic, would mark a severe break with Church teaching and tradition. Just after the Pope made his controversial remarks in a Lutheran church in Rome suggesting intercommunion was possible, Vatican liturgy chief Cardinal Robert Sarah took the extraordinarily rare step of precisely contradicting the Pope’s words. Cardinal Sarah said, “Intercommunion is not permitted between Catholics and non-Catholics.” The Cardinal said, “You must confess the Catholic faith. A non-Catholic cannot receive Communion. That is very, very clear. It’s not a matter of following your conscience.”

3 of 120 readers’ comments
1. If this turns out as stated in the article, I will no longer accept this man as pope.

Time for the good cardinals to walk the talk.

2. Actually, the good news is that the Catholic Church of Jesus Christ is immutable. As such, no pope can change the church. A pope may choose to carry on like Francis, but his actions and words prove he's a heretic.

While communion to Lutherans is very bad due to their heretical beliefs and lack of professing one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, far worse is communion to remarried public adulterers because we can trace this directly back to the Gospel as forbidden. 
3. Whatever the case, the Church teaches that you cannot receive Communion without first confessing your sins and receiving absolution in Confession. Protestants reject the Sacrament of Confession so there cannot be any 'intercommunion'.

Pope Francis gives interview ahead of trip to Sweden
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/10/28/pope_francis_gives_interview_ahead_of_trip_to_sweden/1268511
October 28, 2016

The interview was conducted by Father Ulf Jonsson S.J., the director of the Swedish cultural journal of the Jesuits, Signum.

[...]

The purpose of the trip to Sweden is to mark the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, and much of the discussion in the interview covered ecumenical affairs.

Speaking about the mutual enrichment possible between Christian communities, the Pope was asked what Catholics could learn from Lutherans.

“Two words come to my mind: ‘reform’ and ‘Scripture’,” - Pope Francis said – “I will try to explain. The first is the word 'reform'.  At the beginning, Luther’s was a gesture of reform in a difficult time for the Church. Luther wanted to remedy a complex situation.  Then this gesture —also  because  of  the  political  situations,  we  think  also  of  the cuius regio eius religio (whose realm, his religion) —became a ‘state’ of separation, and not a process of reform of the whole Church, which is fundamental,  because the Church is semper reformanda (always  reforming).”   

“The second word is ‘Scripture’, the Word of God,” – the Pope continued – “Luther took a great step by putting the Word of God into the hands of the people. Reform and Scripture are two things that we can deepen by looking at the Lutheran tradition. The General Congregations before the Conclave comes to mind and how the request for a reform was alive in our discussions.”
The Holy Father was later asked about how the Ecumenical movement can move forward. He responded by saying “theological dialogue must continue,” and pointing to the Joint Declaration on Justification as an important point, but added “it will not be easy to go forward because of the different ways of understanding some theological questions.”

The full text of the interview can be found on the website of La Civiltà Cattolica here.

Pope Francis talks Sweden, Catholic-Lutheran dialogue in new interview

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-talks-sweden-catholic-lutheran-dialogue-in-new-interview-71103/
By Elise Harris, Vatican City, (CNA/EWTN News) October 28, 2016

Ahead of his upcoming trip to Sweden for the joint commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Pope Francis granted a lengthy, wide-ranging interview to a Jesuit magazine in which he talks about his expectations, and Catholic-Lutheran unity.
When asked about his hopes for his upcoming trip to Sweden, Pope Francis said “I can think of only one word to say: to come close.”

“My hope and expectation is that of coming closer to my brothers and sisters,” he said, explaining that being close “does all of us good. Distance, on the other hand, makes us bitter.”

When we are distant from one another, “we close within ourselves and we become individual entities, incapable of encountering each other. We are held back by fears.”

He stressed that we need to learn “to transcend ourselves to encounter others,” noting that if this doesn’t happen, even Christians “become sick because of our divisions.”

“My expectation is that of being able to take a step of closeness, of being closer to my brothers and sisters in Sweden.”

The interview was conducted by Fr. Ulf Jonsson S.J., director of the Swedish Jesuit magazine “Signum,” at the Vatican's Saint Martha Guesthouse Sept. 24, in the late afternoon, and lasted about an hour and a half. 

Published Oct. 28, it came out just three days before Pope Francis’ Oct. 31-Nov. 1 visit to Sweden.

It will be the first time a Pope has traveled to Scandinavia since St. John Paul II’s 1989 visit. Though only two days, the trip will include an ecumenical moment of prayer at Lund’s Lutheran cathedral, which will be followed by the larger, primary ecumenical event at the Malmö Arena in Malmö.
The two ecumenical events will be followed by an outdoor papal Mass the next day at the Swedbank Stadium in Malmö marking All Saints Day, which was not originally in the schedule, but was added later upon the request of Sweden’s small Catholic community.

Francis, who has faced criticism for his initial decision to not hold Mass, explained in the interview that he originally decided not to because he wanted to promote unity, and avoid sectarian divisions.

“You cannot be Catholic and sectarian. We must strive to be together with others,” he said, explaining that “‘Catholic’ and ‘sectarian’ are two words in contradiction,” which is why he wasn’t planning to have Mass during the trip.
“I wanted to insist on an ecumenical witness. Then I reflected well on my role as pastor of a flock of Catholics who will also come from other countries, like Norway and Denmark. So, responding to the fervent request of the Catholic community, I decided to celebrate a Mass, lengthening the trip by a day.”

The Pope said he intentionally scheduled the Mass so it didn’t take place on the same day as the ecumenical encounter in order to “avoid confusing plans.”
“The ecumenical encounter is preserved in its profound significance according to a spirit of unity, that is my desire.”

Pope Francis also spoke at length about his relationship with Lutherans while still in Buenos Aires, which were overwhelmingly positive. When asked what Catholics can learn from Lutherans, he responded with two words: “reform and Scripture.”

Referring to the first word, Francis noted how at the beginning of the Reformation Martin Luther’s intention was to reform in a “in a difficult time for the Church.” “Luther wanted to remedy a complex situation,” he said, explaining that the gesture “also because of the political situations... became a ‘state’ of separation, and not a process of reform of the whole Church, which is fundamental, because the Church is semper reformanda (always reforming).”

When it comes to Scripture, the Pope said Luther did an important thing by putting the Word of God into peoples’ hands, adding that “reform and Scripture are two things that we can deepen by looking at the Lutheran tradition.”

Although the fervor for unity that arose during John Paul II’s visit to Sweden in 1989 has somewhat died down, Pope Francis said that in his opinion, the best way to promote unity now is, in addition to continuing theological discussions, a shared enthusiasm for “common prayer and the works of mercy.”

“It is important to work together and not in a sectarian way,” he said, stressing that “to proselytize in the ecclesial field is a sin.” “Proselytism is a sinful attitude,” he continued. “It would be like transforming the Church into an organization. Speaking, praying, working together: this is the path that we must take.”

He also spoke of the ecumenism of blood and the recent prayer encounter in Assisi, insisting that you can never use God to justify violence. “You cannot make war in the name of religion, in the name of God. It is blasphemy, it is satanic,” and referring to the truck attack that took place earlier this year in Nice, France, said the “madman” who committed the massacre did so believe he was justified by God.
“Poor man, he was deranged,” Francis said, explaining that “charitably we can say that he was a deranged man who sought to use a justification in the name of God.”

He was also asked about critics who point to religious conflicts and say the world would be better off without religions.

In response, Francis sand that “idolatries that are at the base of a religion, not the religion itself!”

“There are idolatries connected to religion: the idolatry of money, of enmities, of space greater than time, the greed of the territoriality of space. There is an idolatry of the conquest of space, of dominion, that attacks religions like a malignant virus.” Idolatry, he said, is “a false religion" and "wrong religiosity.” On the other hand, true religions “are the development of the capacity that humanity has to transcend itself towards the absolute," he said, adding that the religious phenomenon is transcendent and it has to do with truth, beauty, goodness and unity.”

When asked for a final word on his upcoming trip, Pope Francis said that what came to him spontaneously to say “is simply: go, walk together! Don’t remain closed in rigid perspectives, because in these there is no possibility of reform.”

Catholics should learn from Luther, Pope says in new interview

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=29780 
October 28, 2016

Pope Francis said that Catholics can learn a great deal from Lutherans, in an interview published as he prepared for a trip to Sweden to join in commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

The Holy Father’s latest interview appeared in the Italian Jesuit journal Civiltà Cattolica. The Pope was interviewed by Father Ulf Jonsson, the editor of a Swedish Jesuit magazine, Signum.

Speaking about what Catholics should learn from Martin Luther, the Pope said: “Two words come to my mind: reform and Scripture.” He explained that Luther set out to reform “a complex situation” in the Church, but because of political considerations his effort caused “a state of separation, and not a process of reform of the whole Church.” Regarding Scripture, he said, “Luther took a great step in putting the Word of God into the hands of the people.”
Speaking more generally about ecumenical relations, the Pontiff said, “Personally, I believe that enthusiasm must shift toward common prayer and the works of mercy” rather than concentrating on theological discussions. “To do something together is a high and effective form of dialogue,” he said.

Responding to questions about the objections that were raised to a papal Mass in Sweden, the Pontiff said that he deliberately avoided scheduling a Mass on the same day as the ecumenical prayer service that he will lead, to “avoid confusing plans.” He added: “The ecumenical encounter is preserved in its profound significance according to a spirit of unity; that is my desire.”

The Pope brushed away complaints by some Catholics that his visit to Sweden, and his celebration of the Reformation, will suggest a surrender of Catholic claims. “You cannot be Catholic and sectarian,” he said. “We must strive to be together with others.” He denounced the idea that Catholics should seek to convince Lutherans about the truths of the Catholic faith. “Proselytism is a sinful attitude,” he insisted.

Addressing ecumenical and inter-religious questions in a broader context, Pope Francis said that the prayer service in Assisi offered an opportunity for religious leaders of all faiths to take a common stand against the political manipulation of religious beliefs. “We together said strong words for peace: what all religions truly want,” he said. He went on to say that the exploitation of religion for ideological purposes is a form of idolatry, and continued:

“There are idolatries connected to religion: the idolatry of money, of enmities, of space greater than time, the greed of the territoriality of space. There is an idolatry of the conquest of space, of dominion, that attacks religions like a malignant virus.”

Pope Francis visits Sweden for 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2016/10/28/pope-francis-visits-sweden-500th-anniversary-beginning-reformation
By Karl Ritter, Nicole Winfield, October 28, 2016 LIBERAL AGENCY
After the Protestant Reformation five centuries ago, Sweden became a grim place for Roman Catholics: Those who rejected the new Lutheran faith were punished with deportation or death.
The circumstances couldn't be more different as Pope Francis arrives in the Scandinavian country next week to commemorate the split in Western Christianity that started with Martin Luther's revolt.

The once-omnipresent Lutheran Church is bleeding members in Sweden, now considered a bastion of tolerance, while the country's small Catholic community is growing, mainly due to immigration.

"Now we have a situation in which the Catholic Church is also an important part in the social life" of the country, said Monsignor Furio Cesare, judicial vicar of the Catholic diocese of Stockholm.

On Monday, Francis will join Lutheran leaders in the southern city of Lund for an ecumenical service marking the start of a jubilee commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. He will attend another ecumenical event in nearby Malmo, where at the request of Swedish Catholics, he also will preside over a Mass in a football stadium before returning to Rome.

While Swedish media and government officials have given the upcoming visit scant attention, the country's Catholic community is beside itself with excitement. Tickets for the pope's Monday event in Malmo sold out in an hour. More than 15,000 people are expected to attend the Mass on Tuesday.

Francis' trip marks the start of yearlong, 500th anniversary commemorations across the Protestant world of Martin Luther's famous protest of abuses in the Catholic Church.

Vatican officials insist Francis isn't celebrating Luther's 95 theses protesting the sale of indulgences but rather solemnly commemorating the event. In addition, both Catholic and Lutherans say they want to ask forgiveness for their five centuries of division and give thanks for the official Catholic-Lutheran dialogue that began 50 years ago.

The pope's visit comes at a moment when Sweden's Catholic community has grown to about 113,000, a small minority in a country of 10 million people, but the biggest it's been since the Reformation.

Islam and other religions also are growing as migrants from Africa and the Middle East transform the ethnic and religious makeup of Swedish society.

Meanwhile, the Lutheran Church of Sweden is struggling to stay relevant among the majority of secularized ethnic Swedes.

Membership in the church, which was separated from the state in 2000, used to be automatic for all Swedes; now it's reserved for those who have been baptized in the church. Droves of Swedes have revoked their membership to avoid the annual church fee—on average about 1 percent of total income.

The Lutheran church lost 740,000 or 11 percent of its members between 2005 and 2015. The decline has continued despite the church's efforts to adapt to Swedes' liberal views on abortion, gender equality and gay rights. Sister churches in neighboring Norway and Denmark also losing members, but not quite as quickly.

"We are still 6.1 million members. That's one of the three biggest Lutheran churches in the world," Stockholm Bishop Eva Brunne said.

As Sweden's first openly lesbian bishop, the 62-year-old Brunne represents to many the face of a modern church that is adapting to the times.

But the minority of conservative Christians in Sweden says the church is trying too hard to adapt to a secularized society.

"It basically lost its core content," said Sara Skyttedal, the president of the youth wing of the Christian Democrats, a small and—by Swedish standards—conservative party in Parliament.

Skyttedal, who took the rare step in Sweden of converting to Catholicism, said Swedish Lutherans are so eager to adjust to the "zeitgeist" that they're compromising fundamental Christian beliefs. She noted that a Lutheran bishop a few years ago called it "extremist" to believe in an almighty God.

"Even though we need progress in society in many aspects, there is also need for something constant," Skyttedal said. "That is what made me attracted to the Catholic Church."

Cesare said the Catholic Church's relations with the Lutheran Church are complicated by different views on issues such as abortion and same-sex marriage.

"The Swedish Lutheran Church is in a process of renewal," he said. "And personally, I think they need really to find out how to renew their own identity."

Brunne rejects the notion that the Lutheran Church of Sweden has abandoned its core identity, saying the church remains rooted in the Bible and "we talk about Jesus as we have always done."

She doesn't rule out that the Catholic Church could move in the same direction as the Swedish church on issues such as same-sex marriage, which Francis and the Vatican reject.

"Why not?" she says. "It took us 50 years in the Church of Sweden. It hasn't happened from one day to the other."

Why the Pope is visiting Sweden next week

Pope to nail reconciliation agenda to Lutherans' door in southern Sweden.
https://www.thelocal.se/20161028/why-the-pope-is-visiting-sweden-francis-lund-malmo
By Angus MacKinnon and Catherine Marciano, October 28, 2016

In a gesture of reconciliation rich in symbolism, Pope Francis flies to Sweden on Monday for the start of celebrations marking the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
“What's to celebrate?” Catholic conservatives cried when the visit was announced in January, the negative reaction perhaps helping to explain why the visit has been belatedly extended for a day so that it can include a papal mass.

Francis was initially scheduled to make only a one-day visit to Lund and Malmö in southern Sweden to attend an ecumenical service of commemoration jointly organized by the Lutheran World Foundation (LWF) and his own inter-faith agency.

The service will see Francis worship alongside the heirs to a tradition founded in fervent opposition to the teachings and power of the church of Rome.

Against that historical backdrop, Francis' presence in Lund will be “quite simply sensational”, according to Theodor Dieter, of the Lutheran Institute for Ecumenical Research.

“It must not be forgotten that [Martin] Luther himself described the pope as the Antichrist and was a severe critic of the Roman Catholic Church,” Dieter told the AFP news agency.

“Only three years ago, the bishops and cardinals did not think that the Reformation was a subject for celebration.”

History is not the only issue that separates the two traditions. The Swedish branch of the Lutheran Church is among the most liberal in the Christian family.
The top archbishop has been a woman, Antje Jackelen, since 2013; it has ordained women pastors since 1960 and has openly lesbian and gay bishops – all unimaginable in the Catholic Church.

Francis however has championed rapprochement between Catholicism and all other faiths, saying earlier this year that Catholics should seek forgiveness for their past treatment of other Christian believers, and vice versa. “We cannot undo what happened but we cannot allow the weight of the mistakes of the past to poison our relations,” he said.

The LWF's president, Bishop Munib Younan, echoed that sentiment. “Being a Lutheran of course, I also carry the burden of the past,” the Palestinian Christian told AFP. “But I don't want the burden of the past to define my future.”

The service in Lund will take place exactly one year before the 500th anniversary of German monk Martin Luther nailing his famous written protest against the Church's abuses of its power to the door of a church in Wittenberg.
The act of defiance of papal authority resulted in Luther being excommunicated and declared an outlaw by Rome.

Some Lutherans would like the excommunication order posthumously annulled but the Vatican's doctrinal experts have repeatedly said that cannot happen.

The posting of the '95 theses' is considered the starting point of the Reformation – a dissenting movement that created a religious and political schism in Europe.

This took centuries to fully unfold and featured many violent episodes before Protestant churches established themselves as the dominant form of Christianity across most of northern Europe.

The numerous conflicts created a legacy of deep mistrust which has only recently started to break down.
The Lund event is part of a 50-year dialogue in which the Lutheran and Catholic churches are attempting to agree on a common account of the painful events of the reformation.

The two Churches agreed in 1999 on a joint statement addressing the theological issues at the root of the upheaval.

These included questions such as whether humans could earn their place in heaven through good deeds or whether salvation comes exclusively through the grace of God.

Luther and his followers championed the Bible's translation into local languages and its status as the sole source of divine authority – effectively challenging the authority of the Catholic hierarchy.

They opposed the sale of indulgences and other forms of clerical corruption and challenged notions such as the idea of penance, the veneration of saints, and the existence of purgatory and the infallibility of popes.

APOSTOLIC JOURNEY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
TO SWEDEN
ON THE OCCASION OF THE LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC COMMON COMMEMORATION OF THE REFORMATION
(31 OCTOBER - 1 NOVEMBER 2016)
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2016/outside/documents/papa-francesco-svezia-2016.html 

Pope Francis visits Sweden to honour Martin Luther
Historic ecumenical service in Lund anticipates 500th anniversary of Reformation

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/pope-francis-visits-sweden-to-honour-martin-luther-1.2848807
By Paddy Agnew, October 31, 2016

Pope Francis will on Monday make yet another historic and symbolic trip when he flies to Sweden to join Lutheran leaders in a joint commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
Even though the German Augustinian monk Martin Luther, arguably the founding father of the Reformation, nailed his famous 95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg in 1517, the 500th commemoration events get under way a little early in the southern Swedish city of Lund. Lund has a special relevance for Lutherans since the Lutheran World Federation was founded there in 1947 while the years 2016-2017 mark the 50th anniversary of Catholic-Lutheran dialogue. 

Francis’s two-day trip to Sweden has both an ecumenical and Catholic aspect to it. On Monday he will participate in an ecumenical service in Lund Cathedral during which he will recall the Reformation and give thanks for improved relations between Catholics and Lutherans. Afterwards, he travels to Malmo for another ecumenical event attended by Antoine Audo, the Chaldean Bishop of besieged Aleppo and Syrian refugees.

Originally, the Pope had wanted to make a one-day trip to Sweden, concentrating exclusively on ecumenical concerns. However, when faced with requests from Swedish and Norwegian Catholics for an encounter, Francis agreed to celebrate Mass in Malmo football stadium. He requested that the Mass for the Catholic community be celebrated on Tuesday rather than Monday, in order to distinguish that event from his overall ecumenical mission.

Inter-faith gestures

This has been a year rich in inter-faith and ecumenical gestures from Pope Francis. So far in 2016, he has visited the Synagogue in Rome, he has met the Russian Orthodox patriarch, Kirill in Cuba and he has twice met the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. In addition, last month in Assisi he met Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Shintoists, Hindus, Zoroastrians and others at the 30th anniversary of the World Day of Prayer for Peace called by Pope John Paul II in October 1986.  

Inevitably, Monday’s ecumenical event does not please everyone. German cardinal Gerhard Mueller, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, said in a book interview last March: “Strictly speaking, we Catholics have no reason to celebrate October 31st, 1517, the date that is considered the beginning of the Reformation that would lead to the rupture of western Christianity.”

Comments like that from a senior figure such as Cardinal Muller are unlikely to deter Francis. Asked about the significance of his trip to Sweden on the flight back from Armenia in June, the pope said:

“I think that the intentions of Martin Luther were not mistaken. He was a reformer . . . at that time, the church was not exactly a model to imitate. There was corruption in the church, there was worldliness, attachment to money, to power . . . and he protested against this.”

Pope in Sweden heaps praise on Luther, but no breakthrough on Communion
https://cruxnow.com/papal-visit/2016/10/31/pope-sweden-heaps-praise-luther-no-breakthrough-communion/
By Austen Ivereigh, October 31, 2017

The question that haunted Martin Luther about God’s mercy is “the decisive question of our lives,” while the doctrine of justification “expresses the essence of human existence before God,” Pope Francis told a joint Catholic-Lutheran gathering in Lund, Sweden today. Francis’s words at a joint prayer service at the city’s eleventh-century cathedral to commemorate the 500th anniversary of Luther’s protest at Wittenberg in 1517 are the most positive yet.

He also spoke in unprecedented terms of both sides in the Reformation divide professing and upholding “the true faith.”

The pope’s words go beyond those of Benedict XVI in his 2011 meeting with the Council of the Evangelical Churches in Erfurt, Germany. On that occasion, Benedict XVI said that “Luther’s burning question must once more, doubtless in a new form, become our question too,” but he did not speak about the doctrine of justification in such glowing terms.

While he made no mention of persisting divisions over the Eucharist, the issue is raised in a joint statement signed at the end of the prayer ceremony pledging both churches to continue to work together towards a common Communion.

In 1999 the two Churches reached a groundbreaking agreement over the major theological issue behind the sixteenth-century rift.

Today’s commemoration, held at the start of a year marking the publication of Luther’s 95 theses, is designed to help the two Churches ‘receive’ the fruits of that agreement, the Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.
Greeting journalists at the start of the papal plane journey to Malmö on Sweden’s southern tip, Francis described his visit as “a very ecclesial journey in the ecumenical field.”

After a brief meeting with Prime Minister Stefan Lofven, Francis left Malmö airport in a Fiat to greet Sweden’s King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia before arriving to applause, hymns and tolling bells at Lund Cathedral for the start of the service.

The ecumenical prayer included a confession of the wrongs committed by both Churches as well as a celebration of the journey from “conflict to communion.”

In his address, the pope spoke of “a new opportunity to accept a common path” opened by the 50-year dialogue between the Lutheran World Federation and the Catholic Church, describing it as an “opportunity to mend a critical moment of our history” by going beyond “controversies and disagreements that have often prevented us from understanding one another.”

Noting how the Catholic-Protestant rift “distanced us from the primordial intuition of God’s people, who naturally yearn to be one,” he said the division “was perpetuated historically by the powerful of this world rather than the faithful people.”

“Certainly there was a sincere will on the part of both sides to profess and uphold the true faith,” he continued, “but at the same time we realize that we closed in on ourselves out of fear or bias with regard to the faith which others profess with a different accent and language.”
Speaking in Spanish, the pope pointed to two positive consequences of the Reformation. While separation has led to suffering and misunderstanding, “it has also led us to recognize honestly that without [Jesus] we can do nothing,” he said, and therefore “has enabled us to better understand some aspects of our faith.”

The Reformation also “helped give greater centrality to sacred scripture in the Church’s life,” he added.

Luther’s own spiritual experience, in which he was haunted by the question of how to obtain God’s mercy, “is the decisive question for our lives,” Francis said, adding that in the concept of “by grace alone” Luther “reminds us that God always takes the initiative, prior to any human response, even as he seeks to awaken that response.”

The declaration on justification says that both Catholics and Lutherans confess that “by grace alone, in faith and in Christ’s saving work and not because of any merit on our part, we are accepted by God and receive the Holy Spirit.”

Whereas the pope’s words were billed as a “common ecumenical prayer,” the address by Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, the General Secretary of the World Lutheran Federation, was described as a sermon.

Also speaking in fluent Spanish - he was raised in Chile - Junge praised the men and women in the past from both Churches who sought to overcome the Reformation divide through dialogue, prayer and common works of charity.

“Jesus never forgot us, even when we at times appeared to have forgotten him, losing ourselves in hate-filled, violent actions,” he said.

Calling for “even deeper dialogues,” Junge said both sides should now focus on “the centripetal force of baptism” in order to counteract the “centrifugal forces which threaten always to separate us.”

The Catholic Church has long recognized the validity of Lutheran baptism, but strong differences remain over Communion, despite both Churches professing the reality of Jesus’s presence in the Eucharist.

Unlike Pope Francis, who made no mention of the question, Junge made clear that intercommunion was a shared goal of Lutheran-Catholic unity dialogues.

God, he said, would like to see Catholics and Lutherans coming together around “tables where we can share the bread and wine, the presence of Jesus Christ who never left us, and who calls us to remain in Him so that the world might believe.”

For his part, Francis concluded that “We Christians will be credible witnesses of mercy to the extent that forgiveness, renewal and reconciliation are daily experienced in our midst.”

Without such witness, he said, “Christian faith is incomplete.”
Pope, in Sweden, says Reformation had positive aspects
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-pope-sweden/pope-in-sweden-says-reformation-had-positive-aspects-idUSKBN12V005
By Philip Pullella, Annabella PultzNielsen, October 31, 2017

Pope Francis on Monday recognized the positive aspects of the Reformation sparked by Martin Luther in a further gesture of reconciliation to Lutherans, who split with Rome 500 years ago.

Francis, the first pope to visit Sweden in nearly 30 years, made his comments during a historic joint prayer service in the Lutheran cathedral of Lund, where he also said both Lutheran and Catholic Churches should mend past errors and seek mutual forgiveness.
“We too must look with love and honesty at our past, recognizing error and seeking forgiveness, for God alone is our judge,” Francis said, speaking in the cathedral which was confiscated from Catholics after Lutheranism became the state religion in 16th century.

Martin Luther, a German monk, started the Reformation in 1517 when he wrote 95 theses criticizing the Catholic Church for corruption in Rome, including the buying of ecclesiastical privileges, nepotism, usury and the selling of indulgences.

It led to a violent, often political schism throughout Europe and Christianity, prompting among other things the 30 Years’ War, the destruction of English monasteries, and the burning of numerous “heretics” on both sides.

In his address during the joint prayer service held in the city where the Lutheran World Federation was founded, Francis acknowledged that some good came from Luther and the Reformation, particularly his emphasis on the Gospel.
“With gratitude we acknowledge that the Reformation helped give greater centrality to sacred scripture in the (Catholic) Church’s life,” he said.

That was bound to upset conservative Catholics, who believe their Church has already conceded too much to Lutherans and should not be taking part in events that praise him.

Francis has called Luther “an intelligent man” who was rightly upset by the corruption, worldliness, greed and lust for power that existed in the Catholic Church at the time.
Sweden is one of the world’s most secular nations and that was evident near the cathedral, where around 100 students, some wearing mock papal hats, drank beer outside during the service.

“We Swedes are not that religious,” said Sebastian Nielson, a 23 year-old student.

Theological dialogue between Catholics and Lutherans began 50 years ago but they are still officially not allowed to take communion at each other’s services.
Some were hoping for a breakthrough during the visit. But a joint statement effectively re-stated the status quo, while saying that both Churches were committed to trying to solve the issue.

When he visited Rome’s Lutheran church last year, traditionalists attacked Francis for suggesting to a Lutheran woman married to a Catholic man that she could decide in good conscience if she could take communion in her husband’s church.

The deep resentment and rifts left by the Reformation began easing after the 1962-1965 Second Vatican Council urged dialogue with other Christians in the hopes of one day achieving reunion.

Doctrinal difficulties include the fact that many national Lutheran churches have women priests and bishops. Archbishop Antje Jackelen, a German-born woman, heads the Church of Sweden and was at the Lund service.

Monday’s joint statement said both Churches should not let their doctrinal differences stop them from working together on social issues such as poverty and migration.

Vatican announces stamp of Martin Luther on 500th anniversary of Reformation*
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-announces-stamp-of-martin-luther-on-500th-anniversary-of-reformatio 

By Diane Montagna, Rome, October 31, 2017

The Vatican today announced it will be issuing a special postage stamp depicting Luther at the foot of the Cross, to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
The 1.00 euro postage stamp issued by the Holy See’s Philatelic Office depicts in the foreground Jesus Crucified, and in the background “a golden and timeless view of the city of Wittenberg,” the Vatican’s description read. (The official Vatican notice about the stamp is available here.)
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It continued: “With a penitential disposition, kneeling respectively on the left and right of the cross, Martin Luther holds the Bible, source and destination of his doctrine, while Philipp Melanchthon, theologian and friend of Martin Luther, one of the main protagonists of the reform, holds in hand the Augsburg Confession (Confessio Augustana), the first official public presentation of the principles of protestantism written by him.”
Exactly one year ago today, on October 31, 2016, Pope Francis journeyed to Sweden for the Joint Catholic-Lutheran Commemoration of the Reformation, and to celebrate Mass with Swedish Catholics on the November 1 Solemnity of All Saints.

The Holy See Press Office announced in the same communique that it will also be issuing a more valuable 2.55 euro special stamp to mark the 450th anniversary of the birth of St. Francis de Sales.
Both stamps will be available beginning November 23, 2017.

Pope's visit to Sweden hails new era in Catholic-Lutheran relations
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/11/01/popes_sweden_visit_hails_new_era_for_catholics,_lutherans/1269368
November 1, 2016

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis arrived back in Rome on Tuesday afternoon at the conclusion of his 17th Apostolic journey abroad which took him to the southern Swedish cities of Lund and Malmo. Earlier in the day he celebrated Mass for the local Catholic community, urging them to follow in the footsteps of the saints of the past.
But the two key events of trip took place the previous day, as the Pope joined Lutheran leaders for a common commemoration of the Protestant Reformation that divided Europe five centuries ago.

Philippa Hitchen reports on the lasting impact this visit may have on the future of Lutheran-Catholic relations…

While we can’t change the past, we can profoundly transform the way we remember it. That’s the message of the joint statement signed in Lund cathedral on Monday by Pope Francis and by Bishop Younan, president of the World Lutheran Federation.

It’s also a theme at the heart of a 2013 Catholic-Lutheran publication called ‘From Conflict to Communion’ which laid the foundation for Monday’s historic events. In six short chapters, the book summarises ways in which historians have looked anew at the Reformation and seen how Luther didn’t want to divide the Church, but rather to reform and clean up what he saw as corrupt, clerical practises. A call that seems strikingly similar to Pope Francis’ denunciation of corruption and clericalism in the Church today. (Perhaps that’s why his critics like to call him ‘the Protestant Pope’).

The roots of this joyful yet poignant common commemoration stretch back over decades of patient, theological dialogue between what one Lutheran leader called ‘the bold prophets’ of the past. Those who worked tirelessly to overcome conflict and division, sometimes at the cost of their own lives.

The divisions of five centuries ago, of course, don’t mean much to the thousands of young people who cheered and sang as their Church leaders entered the packed arena. They’re struggling with the modern conflicts that are still tearing apart communities and taking lives in the Middle East, in Africa, in Asia or in Latin America. Five Catholics and Lutherans, men and women from those different continents spoke publically about the way their faith has given them courage to continue the struggle in the most difficult and dangerous circumstances. The Pope and the Lutheran president thanked them for their examples of commitment and service to those most in need.

Both the prayer service in the cathedral and the public event in the arena were moving and uplifting occasions – described by Bishop Younan as “a modern miracle of the Holy Spirit” who touched the hearts of the first disciples two thousand years ago in his native Jerusalem.

So do these events mean that Christian unity is just around the corner? That differences around our visions of Church, Eucharist and Ministry are suddenly overcome? That new arguments over women’s ordination or same-sex relationships are no longer important? No, these old and new issues will require the patient, unglamorous work of theologians for many years to come. But I do believe that Monday’s events model a new way of working together,  a new style of engaging with differences and a new sense of shared Christian service, so desperately needed in today’s divided and suffering world.

Thoughts from Europe on Pope Francis’ recent visit to Sweden
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/2016/11/03/thoughts-from-europe-on-pope-francis-recent-visit-to-sweden/
By Karl Gustel Warnberg, November 3, 2016

In 1152-1154 Cardinal Nicholas Breakspear was on a tour of the North, visiting Norway and Sweden by the instigation of Pope Eugene III. During the summer of 1152 he presided over a meeting in Linköping in Sweden, where it was decided that the Church in Sweden would continue to be ruled by the Archbishop of Lund. Breakspear later became Pope Adrian IV. 
Prior to 1989, the closest Sweden had come to a papal visit in the two thousand year history of the Church was that event of nearly a millennia ago. In 1989 Pope John Paul II came to visit Sweden in the first official papal visit to Sweden. Now, a few decades later, another pope has visited Sweden. Although the recent visit was not an official state visit, the increasing number of Catholics in Sweden have been hopeful about it while enthusiastically pointing to what it represents.   

The reason, of course, for Pope Francis’ visit to Sweden was the start of the 500-year joint commemoration of the Reformation, between the Lutheran World Federation and the Holy See. On the 30th of October, an ecumenical service was held in Lund Cathedral, in the south of Sweden. Present were some 300 people, among others His Majesty the King, Carl XVI Gustaf, the Swedish Prime Minister, the Archbishop of the Lutheran Church in Sweden, Antje Jackelén, and the Catholic bishop of Sweden, Anders Arborelius. Bishop Arborelius also pointed out in an interview, that not only is it 500 years since the Reformation, but 400 years ago it was made a crime, punishable by death, to be Catholic in Sweden.

On the Feast of All Saints, the Holy Father celebrated Holy Mass with around 15,000 people. Many had come from Norway, Denmark and other countries to see the Pope. It is, hopefully, a sign of spiritual renewal within a country as secular as Sweden, that people were willing to travel long distances for this historic visit. At 9.30am, Swedish time, the Pope appeared in a small car with Bishop Arborelius, and they went around the football pitch of the stadium where the Mass was held, greeting the assembled people. In addition to the thousands of laymen and women present, around 160 priests were present to concelebrate the Mass. Many of the priests present were also visitors from abroad, as Sweden only has around 170 priests in total. In the grey and cold autumn weather, the several choirs and faithful joined in singing the melodies of the Missa de Angelis.     

The Holy Father’s homily pointed out that what characterizes saints is their happiness and zeal for Christ. He singled out the beatitude ‘Blessed are the Meek’ from the Gospel Reading from the start of the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:1-12), and urged everyone to treat each other with loving respect. As examples of this saintly living, the Pope mentioned the two canonized Swedish saints, Saint Maria Elisabeth Hesselblad and Saint Birgitta of Sweden, co-patron of Europe. Central to the Pope’s message was Christian unity, and he ended his homily suggesting that those who work for full Christian unity are fulfilling the beatitudes in our age. The two Swedish saints are two symbols of this unity, St Maria Elisabeth being known for her work to bring her fellow countrymen to the Barque of Peter. 

At the end of the Mass, the Holy Father spoke again at some length, thanking God for being able to visit Sweden. In a recent interview, he said that he had not initially planned to celebrate Mass with Swedish Catholics, having wanted to focus on the ecumenical event. The great expectation of his visit and the wishes expressed for a Mass with him eventually made him change his mind, but to keep the two events separated he decided to have the Mass in a different city than the joint commemoration of the Reformation. He said, that as Catholics ‘we are part of a great family and are sustained in the same communion.’ This family is growing in Sweden, primarily due to immigration. Some stories were reported in Swedish media about the many young people who are converting to the Catholic Church. But it wasn’t until 1953 that the Venerable Pope Pius XII re-founded the Diocese of Stockholm, which had been closed following the Reformation. The conversion of Swedes to the Catholic Church was decriminalized in 1860, while the legislative ban on the founding of Catholic convents wasn’t abolished until as late as 1977. 
One of the big contentions in the run up to the Holy Father’s visit was the issue of intercommunion. Some Protestants suggested that intercommunion would be welcome and would demonstrate the unity of the Christian faith. But the perennial teaching of the Church, rooted in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, is that Protestants cannot receive the Eucharist (except in some extraordinary situations; see CIC 844 §§ 3 and 4). Last November, Cardinal Robert Sarah, Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacrament, reiterated that there is no possibility of intercommunion with any Protestant groups, saying there is “no intercommunion: between Anglicans and Catholics, between Catholics and Protestants.” The underlying point is surely that the quest for unity cannot lead to a compromise of the Truth. 

Another issue raised by some members of the media prior to and following the Pope’s visit was the issue over female priests. The Swedish Church, which has female priests and a female Archbishop, has expressed their disapproval of the Catholic Church’s view of the priesthood. On the flight home, Pope Francis was asked if the Catholic Church is ‘afraid of the competition’ and if there is no chance for a change. To this the Holy Father chuckled, and said the ruling of St John Paul II on this issue is final. The recently canonized Polish pontiff wrote in 1994 that Christ chose twelve men to be his Apostles, and mentioned the long tradition and practice of the Church, emphasizing the imitation of Christ in choosing only men. Moreover, he mentioned the central role of the Virgin Mary, who was not called to the priesthood. Indeed, few – if any – other religions give a woman such a central place as the Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Churches, which have maintained that the priesthood is a vocation for men. St John Paul II ended his Apostolic Letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, with these words:

Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful.  
Finally, let us hope and pray that the canonization of St Maria Elisabeth Hesselblad earlier this year, and the Holy Father’s visit, may be sources of spiritual renewal and the seeds of the conversion of Sweden, among the most secular countries in the world. I am sure that any of those who made the trip to Malmö in a form of pilgrimage have found renewed spiritual energy for the important work that awaits them of bearing witness to their faith in Christ, and trying to live up to the image the Holy Father presented of joyful saints, striving for the union of all followers of Christ. And what better sign for that unity than the Holy Father himself, the Successor of St Peter and Vicar of Christ.   
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1. Maybe the Pope could announce that he is retiring and the Catholic Church will be subsumed into the Lutheran Church so there is no reason to appoint a new Pope. This will be great for ecumenism and probably reduce the global warming effects of having so many churches open that are so empty. We can probably close a number of churches from both faiths and win the acclaim of all the mainstream media when we declare everyone is free to believe whatever they want and hell does not exist.
2. Martin Luther despised the Catholic Church, the pope, the papacy, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Sacraments, and half the Bible. He arrogantly encouraged sexual immorality, sin of all kinds, and even accused Jesus Himself of fornication!
This man Bergoglio is a tool of Satan!!!!!

3. The Luther stamp has Lavender Mafia written all over it. Sorry, but Jesus should not be depicted with that amount of nudity, and anyone who does so should have their mentality questioned.
Not to mention that such support for Luther makes one anathema, according to the Word of God in St. Paul's writings.

4. It was not that unusual for Jesus to be portrayed this way throughout history, based on both the Gospel accounts of Him being stripped and historical accounts of Roman crucifixion practices: Often they would be stripped completely as an additional humiliation, although it is possible for Jewish sensibilities they would still allow small clothes.
Now the support of Luther being anathema on the other hand...
5. NOT as a stamp, for all to see; pagans, Muslims, Christians alike.
The nudity of our Lord on a secular stamp is sacrilegious in my opinion.

I wish our Lady would stamp her foot on those involved in this complete, and revolting admiration of Luther.

Vatican: Catholics now recognize Martin Luther as a ‘witness to the gospel’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-catholics-now-recognize-martin-luther-as-a-witness-to-the-gospel 

By John-Henry Westen, Rome, January 5, 2017

A newly released document co-authored by the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Christian Unity and the World Council of Churches promotes the upcoming January 18-25 ‘Week of Prayer for Christian Unity’ with the theme ‘Reconciliation: The love of Christ compels us.’

Encouraging commemorations in all dioceses of the world, the document notes the theme is drawn from the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. In 2017, it says, “Lutheran and Catholic Christians will for the first time commemorate together the beginning of the Reformation.” The text also states that “Catholics are now able to hear Luther’s challenge for the Church of today, recognizing him as a ‘witness to the gospel.’”

The announcement follows on the heels of Pope Francis’ controversial trip to Lund, Sweden, where he joined in the launch of the 500th year anniversary of the most devastating split in Christianity in its history. The Lutheran Church of Sweden to which Pope Francis went for the celebration accepts contraception, abortion, homosexuality, and female clergy, all of which are strictly and unalterably forbidden in the Catholic Church.
Nevertheless, the Vatican is pushing the joint celebration of the Reformation focusing on the common element of “Jesus Christ and his work of reconciliation as the center of Christian faith.”

The theme of the week of Christian unity has Vatican watchers wondering if the Pope may announce that in certain limited cases intercommunion for Protestants might be possible. The Pope suggested such previously in an informal talk at a Lutheran parish in Rome where in November 2015 he told a Lutheran woman asking about receiving Communion with her Catholic husband to “go forward” guided by individual conscience.

That suspicion was given momentum last month when Cardinal Walter Kasper, one of the Pope’s closest advisors, said he hoped that the Pope’s “next declaration opens the way for shared Eucharistic communion in special cases.”

Eucharistic intercommunion is the main desire for Lutheran and Catholic leaders involved in the Papal participation in the Lutheran commemoration. Swedish Professor Dr. Clemens Cavallin in an essay on “Sweden and the 500-year reformation anamnesis” notes that the Church of Sweden webpage states explicitly about the pope’s visit: “What we foremost wish is that the common celebration of the Eucharist will be officially possible. This is especially important for families where members belong to different denominations.”

The severity of the change, if implemented, was stressed by Monsignor Nicola Bux, a former consulter to the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith. If the Church were to change its rules on shared Eucharistic Communion, it would “go against Revelation and the Magisterium,” leading Christians to “commit blasphemy and sacrilege,” Bux told Ed Pentin of the National Catholic Register.

Regarding the Eucharist, Lutherans have a fundamentally different faith from Catholics, who believe that during the consecration at Mass the bread used becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ while still looking like bread. Lutherans believe in a fleeting presence – that while Christ is present in the bread during the service, it is just normal bread again outside the service.

The approach of Pope Francis to a joint commemoration of the Reformation is partially based on a “naïve” understanding of the theological dialogue between Lutherans and Catholics, according to former Anglican, now Catholic priest Fr. Dwight Longenecker.  Fr. Longenecker points to this statement of Pope Francis about Martin Luther as problematic: “Today, Lutherans and Catholics, Protestants, all of us agree on the doctrine of justification. On this point, which is very important, he did not err.”

Pope Francis draws his enthusiasm for this agreement on a Joint Declaration between Catholics and Lutherans on the Doctrine of Justification. However, Fr. Longenecker points out that the Vatican issued a detailed official clarification document wherein Pope Benedict (while still serving as Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith) pointed out that there was not a consensus between Catholics and Lutherans on the understanding of justification. “The level of agreement is high, but it does not yet allow us to affirm that all the differences separating Catholics and Lutherans in the doctrine concerning justification are simply a question of emphasis or language,” said the document. “Some of these differences concern aspects of substance and are therefore not all mutually compatible.”

4 of 200 readers’ comments
1. One of Our Lord's last prayers to his Father before the crucifixion was that 'they all be one as You and I are one'. The Church is Christ's body, just as He is the head. How can hailing one of the architects of tearing the Body apart be a good thing? This is once again calling good evil and evil good. I for one grieve that the Reformation took place at all.

2. The person occupying the Chair of Peter is not Catholic. His actions from the beginning indicate this. The Synod fathers should never ever have signed off on the synods - the Church is now in crisis. See: https://www.lifesitenews.co...
Evidence of a trail of wreckage from Pope Francis’ ‘Who am I to judge?’

3. Reformation? Better pronounced.... REBELLION!

4. Deformation I think is more to the point.
5. The word is REVOLT not reformation.
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-153.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-154 PHILIP MAX JOHNSON 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-154.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-161 JOAN TUSSING 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-161.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-167 ELIZABETH FICOCELLI 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-167.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-173 TIM AND MARY DRAKE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-173.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-176 JAMES BARRAND 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-176.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-194 MATT GIBSON 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-194.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-207 SIGRID UNSET 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-207.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-221 BONNIE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-221.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-230 GREG AND TRACIE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-230.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-243 KEN WILSKER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-243.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-288 KARL KOHLHASE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-288.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-294 TODD VON KAMPEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-294.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-315 KELLY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-315.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-350 LEXIE AMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-350.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-372 CARL LOEWENSTINE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-372.doc
10 TESTIMONIES OF THE CONVERSION OF LUTHERAN PASTORS TO CATHOLICISM
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-55 GREGORY LOCKWOOD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-55.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-88 LEONARD KLEIN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-88.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-96 ROBERT LOUIS WILKEN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-96.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-97 PATRICIA IRELAND

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-97.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-98 JENNIFER MEHL FERRARA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-98.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-139 RICHARD & RUTH BALLARD 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-139.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-140 PAUL ABBE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-140.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-155 JOHN W. FENTON 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-155.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-361 DAVID SCHUTZ 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-361.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-368 RUSSELL SALTZMAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-368.doc
2 TESTIMONIES OF LUTHERANS WHO BECAME CATHOLIC PRIESTS
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-192 FR. EBASTIAN WALSHE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-192.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-380 FR. JOHN ZUHLSDORF  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-380.doc
1 TESTIMONY OF A LUTHERAN WHO BECAME A THIRD ORDER CARMELITE
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-369 EDELTRAUT KLUETING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-369.doc
4 TESTIMONIES OF LUTHERAN PASTORS WHO BECAME CATHOLIC PRIESTS
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-78 RICHARD JOHN NEUHAUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-78.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-86 JOSEPH JACOBSON

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-86.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-150 LOUIS BOUYER

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-150.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-369 HARM KLUETING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-369.doc
