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Fr. Jacob Vellian, Diocesan, Kalamazoo, MI. Accused.


Priest of the Archeparchy of Kottayam, India, of the Syro-Malabar Church. Per USCCB Advisory, Vellian was working in Kalamazoo on temporary basis in 1973-1974. Diocese said in Fall 2010 it had recently received an allegation of sexual abuse of a female minor by Vellian. Review Board concluded the charges had merit. Vellian had been in active ministry in various dioceses in the US in the recent past. In 9/11 he was said to be living in Kerala India's Kottayam district, in a Kaduthuruthi seminary.

This is the complaint from the survivor received at the ephesians511 blog and forwarded to me by its owner:
Ann Phillips Browning
disney1957@charter.net
141.218.77.94
2017/08/28 at 10:25 pm
I am the girl that Msgr./Fr. Jacob Vellian sexually assaulted when he was here in the United States in 1974-75. I am still suffering the consequences of his sexual abuse. He began by slipping his hands under my shirt or dress and rubbing my breasts. When I asked him to stop he said he was praying for me and placing his hands over my holy spirit which was located under my breasts! Later he moved to the lower part of my body, and used his fingers to explore my womb. I protested and he said it was ok, he was a priest, he had been in a medical mission field in India and had seen naked women all the time. He said he was looking to see if American women were the same as women from India. He also said he was praying for me and “imparting the Holy Spirit into me”. PLEASE, won’t SOMEONE over there do something? 
Fr. Vellian was reported to the Vatican to the office of the CDF. Archbishop Moolakatt lied to the Vatican and told them Fr. Vellian was retired, and very, very sick and was in a nursing facility for retired priests. He said he would never be able to be active in ministry so he posed no threat. This was about 5 years ago. This was NOT true!! I have found him on the internet about 4 times since then – walking around, singing, being interviewed, walking through a church and a garden, kneeling at church holding a rosary, even presiding at a large Mass for some celebration in Kerala. Won’t SOMEONE over there in the Syro-Malabar Church tell the CDF at the Vatican that Archbishop Moolakatt is a lier, and that Msgr. Vellian has been up and about doing ministry pubically for awhile!! Will someone PLEASE give the address of where Msgr. Vellian is now living and his email or phone number? It is causing me much anxiety and distress to know that he has never been held accountable for what he did to me! I’m begging SOMONE OUT THERE, to do SOMETHING!
This is the response from the owner of the ephesians511 blog to the survivor:

Dear Ann,

I have communicated your post to Michael Prabhu, the author of the report RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 01 which has been referred to by you in your complaint on my blog.

I commiserate with you and pray that the good Lord will heal all your wounds, including your memory and your emotions. Michael has assured me that he is writing immediately to Most Rev. Mathew Moolakkatt, the Archbishop of Kottayam, Kerala, in this connection.
Here is the Archbishop’s personal email id: marmmosb@yahoo.com. 

His telephone numbers are: 0481-256 3527, -256 3812, -256 4256

His mobile number is: 94474 73888.

Fr. Jacob Vellian’s probable email address is: cbhktym@hotmail.com. 

That is all that we could find out for you.

God bless you,
Owner http://ephesians511blog.com 
Here is my letter to the Archbishop of Kottayam:

To: Two email addresses of the Archbishop Date: Sun, 3 Sep 2017 04:59:58 +0530

Subject: COMPLAINT AGAINST FR. JACOB VELLIAN BY AMERICAN VICTIM OF SEXUAL MOLESTATION
Dear Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt OSB,
We have received a complaint (reproduced below) from the survivor that nothing has been done by you, or the Church in India or in Rome, to bring the perpetrator to justice until now.
(Complaint as on page 2-3 reproduced here)
Meanwhile, the criminal priest enjoys full freedom and patronage of the Church. 
The victim-survivor knows your name and she has evidently been in fruitless contact with you.

Will you not ensure that justice is done even if four decades have passed since the incidents? If you do not, you share in the guilt of Fr. Jacob Vellian's crime... and its long due punishment.

Yours obediently,

Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist
The Archbishop of Kottayam is one of the Metropolitans of the Syro-Malabar Church to which both Fr. Joby Kachappilly VC (reports nos. 4-16) and Fr. Sam Koonamplackil VC (report no. 17) belong.

Fr. Jacob Vellian, born in 1934 and ordained April 23, 1961, is a pedophile.

His email id and that of the Archbishop’s are identical! (http://www.syromalabarchurch.in/priest.php?id=3459)

Apparently the Church has an over four decade long history in brazenly protecting its criminal priests.

And, as in the present case of Fr. Joby Kachappilly, the buck is being passed…
Priest accused of child abuse found in Kerala

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/Priest-accused-of-child-abuse-found-in-Kerala/articleshow/9816874.cms 

Thiruvananthapuram, September 1, 2011

A Catholic priest accused of child abuse while in the US is allegedly living a quiet life in Kerala's Kottayam district. Jacob Vellian has been accused by a woman of sexual abuse 26 years ago when she was a minor. He was then on a temporary assignment in the diocese of Kalamazoo in Youngstown city in Ohio. Vellian is currently staying in a seminary in Kaduthuruthi, sources said. The victim filed a complaint recently after undergoing a "trauma recovery programme". 

The church in Kerala and the police claimed they had no knowledge of the case or subsequent developments. "As of now we don't have any information. Paedophilia is a serious offence and authorities there would surely have notified us if they had any suspicion," said ADGP (Intelligence) A. Hemachandran. 

The spokesperson of the Syro Malabar Church Paul Thelakkat said he was "shocked and surprised" by the news that "has come as a bolt from the blue". He added: "We don't know the veracity and foundation of the news. We will abide by the decision of the US church which is responsible for investigating and acting on this allegation."

Readers have left 33 comments

The Times story was reproduced in The Laitytude blog, Mumbai, September 1, 2011. The survivor Ann Phillips Browning makes an appeal:
https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2011/09/01/priest-accused-of-child-abuse-found-in-kerala/:

Ann Phillips Browning says:
March 1, 2013 at 2:26 pm
I am the victim of Fr. Jacob Vellian’s sexual abuse. I get anyone else that has been sexually abuse by him to contact my bishop – Bishop Paul Bradley of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan. He is a very trustworthy and honest man that will help you and will help us get Fr. Jacob Vellian punished appropriately. Also, I need your help. Bishop Moolakkatt originally told the Vatican that Fr. Jacob Vellian was sickly, in poor health, and residing at a residence for retired priest and not performing public ministry. However I recently found a picture of him con-celebrating a Mass in front of thousands of people. In order to prove that Fr. Vellian is disobeying his penance given to him by the Vatican, and that Bishop Moolakkatt has been lying to cover up for Fr. Vellian I need proof – either someone willing to testify, or photos of Fr. Vellian ministering in public. PLEASE help me protect other women and children in India from Fr. Vellian’s sexual abuse – and if you WERE abused by him already PLEASE notify me or my Bishop! Because I live in the U.S. I am more free to speak up and have the support of my Bishop. But I hope to protect those in India who may have been harmed by him already! Thank you! God Bless You!

Ann Browning says:
July 31, 2015 at 1:15 pm
Msgr. Jacob Vellian is a child sexual abuser, and Archbishop Moolakkatt continues to cover up for him! PLEASE speak up if you have been hurt or used by either of these sick men!

Reply
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3vnF0Feps8 April 5, 2014 53:22

The Christian Musicological Society of India
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSOmwVIxhoA September 5, 2015, 6:19
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There was a discussion on this priest Fr. Jacob Vellian at https://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=887397 which the survivor Ms. Ann Phillips joins in:
Thomas, do you have any information on Fr. Vellian - was he cleared of that accusation from Kalamazoo or did he avoid it by staying in India? June 5, 2014
It's a very sad thing but from what I have heard (only rumors in our community) the family created a lie against Msgr. Jacob Vellian during his short period in the U.S, that is why the case never continued and also why he was not stripped of his titles when he returned to Kottayam Metropolitan Diocese. Mar Matthew Moolakkatt accepted him wholly again as the Monsignor of Kottayam Diocese and the entire diocese defended Jacob Vellian against the charges.
He is one of the greatest Syriac scholars of the Syro Malabar Church and the most renowned in the study among Knanaya Priests, this man is responsible for the recreation of the Syro Malabar Qurbana along with other hieararchs in Rome, when it was translated to Malayalam. I do not think such a great priest would have been responsible for such allegations. But then again I have no connection or in depth background information on the case, so I could never know. It's a dismal thing to say but it is true that such great priests can go afoul as well. –Thomas, June 5, 2014
Msgr. Jacob has NOT been released from the sexual abuse charges brought against him in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan. In fact, the case was sent to the CDF in Rome, and Archbishop Moolakkatt told the CDF that Msgr. Vellian was elderly and quite sick and staying in a retirement home for retired priests and would not be able to do any public ministry. So the CDF wrote to Bishop Bradley here in the Kalamazoo Diocese reporting that info. However, it has been seen on the internet several times that Msgr. Vellian is seen singing, lecturing, and presiding at very public masses. It appears that Archbishop Moolakkatt misrepresented the situation to the CDF. The Diocese of Kalamazoo is currently trying to get someone at the Vatican to speak with the Archbishop and encourage him to not allow Msgr. Vellian to do anything that could bring scandal to the church or that would allow him access to sexually abuse any other young people! 
I happen to be that young 15 year old that was sexually abused by Msgr. Vellian back in 1975. I can guarantee you it was NOT a lie, it was NOT made up! He made me think I was special, he made me think he was my confessor and mentor, and he started buying me gifts, and then he started to sexually molest me. This went on for two years. The pastor at the church walked in on us one time with Msgr. Vellian laying on top of me and did or said nothing other than telling me to get back to my office where I volunteered. I went home and told my mother what happened and she told me I must have misunderstood his touches because a priest would never do that. That is exactly what Fr. Vellian was telling me. When he fondled me he said he was praying for me, he was asking the Holy Spirit to enter into me - and my Holy Spirit was located in my chest right where he was fondling me. He also told me he was from a mission in India - that was a medical mission, and he wanted to "examine my private areas" to see if woman in the US were built like the women in India, and that it was ok, because he worked at this medical mission and he was like a doctor and saw these things all the time. PLEASE, I BEG you - it is all true - if there is anything you can to do help protect any other little children he might be around, or to get his Archbishop to not let him perform public ministry, I beg you to do so. It seems the bureaucracy of the Catholic Church, and the compounded problem of him having retreated to India from California when he heard of my accusations are making it very difficult to hold him accountable for his actions! I only started speaking of this about 8 years ago, after I had been through considerable counselling for anxiety and depression and PTSD {post-traumatic stress disorder}. It was during this counselling that I was finally able to tell someone else about what happened to me. After having 2 other adults know about it and not doing anything I vowed I would never tell another soul. However, this counselor gained my trust and I finally spoke up, and that is when I made the report to my diocese, and filed a report with the police department. Our police cannot come after him, because we have a statute of limitations that does not allow for prosecution of a crime committed so long ago. So the only disciplinary avenue I have is the church. The church has not been able to get cooperation from Archbishop Moolakkatt. I know it was a long time ago, and Msgr. Vellian was relatively young at the time but I fear for any other young children he may have molested. Please pray for me as I still suffer from anxiety and fear of God because of what he did to me. Thank you. –Ann Phillips Browning, July 30, 2014 Priest accused of child abuse found in Kerala Priest accused of child abuse found in Kerala
I am very sorry this happened to you and I apologize for my misinterpretation in my earlier post. I only knew Msgr. Vellian as the Syriac scholar he was, it is very sad for a priest to fall this low. I do not know Archbishop Moolakkatt personally but I can send you some contact resources through private messaging that may be able to help you. I will pray for you.
Peace be with you. –Thomas, July 30, 2014
Thank you Thomas for your kind reply. My Bishop, bless him, is going to pursue this matter with the CDF and Office for the Evangelism of Peoples at the Vatican. Quite frankly, I am so hurt and tender from all that has gone on, I can't pursue this situation being fixed by myself any more. I am trusting my Bishop and his staff to handle it. If there is any way you could warn people around Msgr. Vellian, to NOT let him be alone with their children - or to tell the other adults and priests around him to please not let him be alone with children. He was so skilled at knowing how to make a child feel special and feel loved, which helped him to get my cooperation and silence, I believe I was not his first, nor was I his last victim. My heart aches that other children might also being hurt, because I was too embarrassed to speak up for so long.
Thank you for your help and encouragement. It IS unfortunate that such an intelligent man, has a major mental illness. –Ann Phillips Browning, July 31, 2014
Rapist and sexual molester priests continue to roam free in the Indian Church!
