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Consequences of Leaving the Catholic Church

"The truth will set you free."

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.
Q:

I was born into the Catholic Church and received the sacraments. As a youngster my family and I converted to the Lutheran Church. Are there any consequences to this? Sandi

A:

To begin, God holds us accountable for what we do based upon our true understanding and knowledge we had for the act at the time of the act. As an example, a fourteen-year-old takes an apple from a store, does not pay for it, goes outside and eats it. This is a violation of the Commandment to 'Not Steal' and is thus a sin. It is probably a venial sin because of the limited value of a single apple. Next, a four-year-old commits the same act. For him it is most likely not a sin because all he knows is that apples are food and he was hungry. He was not yet old enough or mature enough to understand the Commandments or sin. So, age, maturation and what you know based on what you were taught are all considered by God when He determines if you sinned and to what degree you sinned. In your particular case I do not know what your age was at the time of conversion to Lutheranism nor do I know how much you had been instructed about making such a change, the consequences, etc. So only for the purpose of clarity in this report we will 'create' the scenario that you had been thoroughly catechized as to the sinful nature of voluntarily leaving your Catholic faith. IF this had been the case, the Church (the Church decides and speaks 'in persona Christi' or in the person of Christ) would determine that you were guilty of committing mortal sin, which would place you in danger of losing your soul upon death if you did not repent!
"When the intelligent creature (you or me) knowing God and His law, deliberately refuse to obey, moral evil results. Sin is nothing else than a morally bad act, an act not in accord with reason informed by the Divine Law. God has endowed us with reason and free-will, and a sense of responsibility; He has made us subject to His Law, which is known to us by the dictates on conscience, and our acts must conform with these dictates, otherwise we sin (Rom. 14:23)"
 

"In the formation of conscience the Word of God is the light for our path, we must assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into practice. We must also examine our conscience before the Lord's Cross. We are assisted by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by the witness or advice of others and guided by the authoritative teaching of the Church."
 "A well-formed conscience is upright and truthful. It formulates its judgments according to reason, in conformity with the true good willed by the wisdom of the Creator. Everyone must avail himself of the means to form his conscience."
 
"Conscience must be informed and moral judgment enlightened."
 

"Man is obliged to follow the moral law, which urges him 'to do what is good and avoid what is evil'. This law makes itself heard in his conscience."
 

"Deep within his conscience man discovers a law which he has not laid upon himself but which he must obey. Its voice, ever calling him to love and to do what is good and to avoid evil, sounds in his heart at the right moment. . . . For man has in his heart a law inscribed by God. . . . His conscience is man's most secret core and his sanctuary. There he is alone with God whose voice echoes in his depths."
 
"The Second Vatican Council held that authentic conscience had to be formed in accord with the dictates of 'right reason' and the authentic moral teachings of the Church."
 

"Each individual bears the responsibility to know his faith and to form his conscience according to the IRREFORMABLE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH."
 

"Unlike the civil laws made by legislators, or the opinions that you hold, the natural moral law is not anything that you invent, but rather discover within yourself and is the governing norm of your conscience. In short, Conscience is the voice of truth within you, and your opinions need to be in harmony with that truth. As a Catholic, you have the benefit of the Church’s teaching authority or Magisterium endowed upon her by Christ. The Magisterium assists you and all people of good will in understanding the natural moral law as it relates to specific issues. As a Catholic, you have the obligation to be correctly informed and normed by the teaching of the Church’s Magisterium."
 
"Conscience is both, capacity for truth and obedience to the truth which manifests itself to anyone who seeks it with an open heart."

"A person sins against faith, first, by not trying to know what God has taught; second, by refusing to believe all that God has taught; third, by neglecting to profess his belief in what God has taught. Refusing to believe, as all those who leave the true religion, or who, knowing it, do not embrace it."

"Actual sin primarily consists in a voluntary act repugnant to the order of right reason. The act passes, but the soul of the sinner remains stained, deprived of grace, in a state of sin, until the disturbance of order has been restored by penance. This state is called habitual sin. Mortal sin cuts us off entirely from our true last end (which is heaven); venial sin only impedes us in its attainment."

"In the Old Testament sin is set forth as an act of disobedience (Genesis 2:16-17 ; 3:11 ; Isaiah 1:2-4 ; Jeremiah 2:32); as an insult to God (Numbers 27:14); as something detested and punished by God (Genesis 3:14-19 ; Genesis 4:9-16); as injurious to the sinner (Tobit 11:10); to be expiated by penance (Ps. 1, 19). In the New Testament it is clearly taught in St. Paul that sin is a transgression of the law (Romans 2:23 ; 5:12-20); a servitude from which we are liberated by grace (Romans 6:16-18); a disobedience (Hebrews 2:2) punished by God  (Hebrews 10:26-31). St. John describes sin as an offence to God, a disorder of the will (John 12:43), an iniquity (1 John 3:4-10. Christ in many of His utterances teaches the nature and extent of sin. He came to promulgate a new law more perfect than the old, which would extend to the ordering not only of external but also of internal acts to a degree unknown before, and, in His Sermon on the Mount, he condemns as sinful many acts which were judged honest and righteous by the doctors and teachers of the Old Law. He denounces in a special manner hypocrisy and scandal, infidelity and the sin against the Holy Ghost. In particular he teaches that sins come from the heart (Mat. 15:19-20)."
 
"In contravening the divine law, the sinner deliberately prefers some created good to the ultimate or perfect Good. Since this transgression must involve sufficient knowledge and free consent of the will, it is a personal action."
 The Lutheran Religion is a created good. It was not started and created by God but was started by a single man, Martin Luther, in 1517 in Germany.
 The Holy Catholic Church was started by Jesus Christ when He was here with us on earth. Its lineage is traced back day-by-day from the current Pope to the first Pope Peter!

Besides violating the Ten Commandments, it also a sin for a Catholic to willingly violate any of the Precepts of the Church. These Precepts are: "You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation; You shall confess your sins (to a priest) at least once a year; You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season; You shall obey the days of fasting and abstinence established by the Church; and You shall help to provide for the material needs of the Church according to your ability."
 

These Precepts were established under the authority Christ gave to the popes to 'bind and loose'. "Should a Catholic be so unfortunate as contumaciously to deny a single article of faith or withdraw from the communion of his legitimate pastors, he ceases to be a member of the Church (excommunicated), and is cut off like a withered branch."
 

"Contumacious: stubbornly disobedient; rebellious."
 
I note here that the Church does not deem it a sin to disagree with a doctrinal teaching of the Church. But, when the individual takes the step from 'not believing' to 'refusing to obey a doctrinal teaching' the sinful act is committed! Our Lord did not pass on the authority to 'bind and loose' to each Christian, he passed this on to the Church via the Pope who acts 'in persona Christi', in the person of Christ! This is neatly stated by our current Pope: "The truth is not determined by a majority vote" – Card. Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI). "Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me."
 This was an important lesson meaning if we reject what Holy Church says on the behalf of Christ, we reject Christ Himself!

"For Catholics, it is a matter of faith that the authentic moral teaching of the Church is true. Because God loves us, he has given us access to the truth about how we ought to live and love. The Scriptures tell us we ought 'to put on the mind of Christ' (1 Cor. 2:16), and our faith teaches that the teaching of the Church is the mind of Jesus Christ."

The purpose of this report is to express my unwavering belief that the Catholic Church is the original and, thus, only Church that Jesus established. Men established all other churches more than 1,500 years after the birth of Christ! Secondly, if a person willingly leaves the Holy Catholic Church knowing that it is the only true Church of Jesus Christ, he or she commits a grave sin that endangers their soul if they do not repent before death. 

Somewhere over the years there came about a saying, something to the effect that, "Too much knowledge is dangerous." I say that to readers because as you read and understand truths that I proclaim, you have become more educated about the Catholic faith and you become, to varying degrees, responsible for what you have read. Even for myself, I learn more about our faith with each report I research and write. With this new knowledge I become responsible to share it! Remember what Christ said, "The Truth Will Set You Free."
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† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
How I led Catholics out of the Church

http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/apologetics/ap0057.html 
By Steve Wood
I was a Protestant for twenty years before I became a Catholic. I led many people out of the Catholic Church. My formula for getting Catholics to leave the Church usually consisted of three steps.

Step 1: Get Catholics to have a conversion experience in a Protestant setting. 
Most Fundamentalist, Evangelical, and charismatic Protestant churches have dynamic youth programs, vibrant Wednesday and Sunday evening services, and friendly small-group bible studies. In addition, they host special crusades, seminars and concerts. At the invitation of a Protestant friend, a Catholic may begin attending one or more of these events while still going to Sunday Mass at his local parish. 

Most Protestant services proclaim a simple gospel: repent from sin and follow Christ in faith. They stress the importance of a personal relationship with Jesus and the reward of eternal life. Most of the Catholics who attend these services are not accustomed to hearing such direct challenges to abandon sin and follow Christ. As a result, many Catholics experience a genuine conversion. 

Protestants should be commended for their zeal in promoting conversions. Catholic leaders need to multiply the opportunities for their people to have such conversions in Catholic settings. The reason is simple. About five out of ten people adopt the beliefs of the denomination where they have their conversion. This percentage is even higher for those who had profound conversions or charismatic experiences that were provided by Protestants. (Believe me, I know; I was a graduate of an Assembly of God college and a youth minister in two charismatic churches.) 

Protestant pastors, evangelists, youth leaders, and lay ministers are acutely aware that conversion experiences in Protestant settings often lead to a Protestant faith and church membership. Why do so many Catholic leaders fail to see this? Why are they so nonchalant about a process that has pulled hundreds of thousands of Catholics out of the Church? 

Step 2: Give their conversion a Protestant interpretation. 

A genuine conversion is one of life's most precious experiences, comparable to marriage or the birth of a child. Conversion awakens a deep hunger for God. Effective Protestant ministries train workers to follow up on this spiritual longing. 

Before a stadium crusade, I would give follow-up workers a six-week training course. I showed them how to present a Protestant interpretation of the conversion experience with a selective use of bible verses. The scripture of choice was of course John 3:3, the "born-again" verse: Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.' 

I used the "touch and go" scripture technique, similar to that used by pilots training for landings and takeoffs. We would briefly touch down on John 3:3 to show that being born again was necessary for eternal life. Then I would describe conversion in terms of being born again. We would make a hasty takeoff before reading John 3:5 which stresses the necessity of being “born of water and spirit." I never mentioned that for 20 centuries the Orthodox and Catholic Churches, echoing the unanimous teaching of the Church fathers, understood this passage as referring to the Sacrament of Baptism! And I certainly never brought up Titus 3:5 ("He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit") as a parallel reference to John 3:5. 

In my experience as a Protestant, all the Catholics who had a conversion in a Protestant setting lacked a firm grasp of their Catholic faith. 

In twenty years of Protestant ministry, I never met a Catholic who knew that John 3:3-8 describes the sacrament of Baptism. It wasn't hard to convince them to disregard the sacraments along with the Church that emphasized the sacraments. 

Proverbs says: "He who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him" (18:17). Catholics without a scriptural foundation for their Catholic beliefs never hear "the rest of the story." My selective use of scripture made the Protestant perspective seem so absolutely sure. Over time, this one-sided approach to scripture caused Catholics to reject their Catholic faith. 

Step 3: Accuse the Catholic church of denying salvation by grace. 

Catholics often consider Protestants who proselytize to be bigoted, narrow-minded, or prejudiced. This is unfair and inaccurate; a profound charity energizes their misguided zeal. 

There was only one reason I led Catholics out of the Church: I thought they were on their way to hell. I mistakenly thought the Catholic Church denied that salvation was by grace; I knew that anyone who believed this wasn't going to heaven. Out of love for their immortal souls, I worked tirelessly to convert them. 

I used Ephesians 2:8-9 to convince Catholics that it was imperative for them to leave the Church: 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.
First I would say, "The Bible says that salvation is by grace and not by works. Right?" Their answer was always yes. Then I would say, "The Catholic Church teaches that salvation is by works. Right?" (I never met a Catholic who did not say yes. Every Catholic I met during my twenty years of ministry confirmed my misconception that Catholicism taught salvation is by works instead of grace.) Finally, I would declare, "The Catholic Church is leading people to hell by denying salvation is by grace. You'd better join a church that teaches the true way to heaven." 

Because I would also do a "touch and go" in Ephesians, I rarely quoted verse 10 which says, “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." Listen carefully to stadium evangelists, televangelists, and radio preachers. Nine times out of ten they will quote Ephesians 2:8-9 with great emphasis and never mention verse 10. 

We are not slaves futilely trying to earn salvation by doing "works of the law" (Ephesians 2:8-9). Yet as sons of God we are inspired and energized by the Holy Spirit to do "good works" as we cooperate with our heavenly father in extending the Kingdom of God (Ephesians 2:10). Catholicism believes and teaches the full message of Ephesians 2:8-10, without equivocating or abbreviating the truth. 
For twenty centuries the Catholic Church has faithfully taught that salvation is by grace. Peter the first pope said, "We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved" (Acts 15:11). The Catechism of the Catholic Church, fully endorsed by Pope John Paul II, says, "Our justification comes from the grace of God" (section 1996). 

Protestantism started when Martin Luther declared that we are justified (made righteous) by faith alone. At the time I was leading Catholics out of the Church, I wasn't aware that Martin Luther had added the word alone to his translation of Romans 3:28 in order to prove his doctrine. (The word alone is not found in any contemporary Protestant English translation of Romans 3:28.) I didn't realize that the only place the bible mentions "faith alone" in the context of salvation is in James 2:24, where the idea of faith alone is explicitly refuted: "You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone." This verse was troubling, but I either ignored it, or twisted it to mean something other that what the verse and its context clearly taught. 

Should Catholics participate in Protestant events? 

I have no objection to Catholics participating in Protestant-oriented events and worthwhile ecumenical activities provided that: 

They have a firm grasp of their Catholic faith;
They know their faith well enough to articulate it to a non-Catholic, using scripture and the Church fathers;
They have the maturity to realize that the most profound presence of Christ isn't necessarily found in the midst of loud noise and high emotion, but in quiet moments like Eucharistic adoration (see 1 Kings 19:11-12). 

Unfortunately, the majority of Catholic men born after WWII don't meet the above conditions. For them, attending Protestant functions may be opening a door that will lead them right out of the Catholic Church. 

There are now thousands of Catholic men on the brink of leaving the one Church Christ died to establish.
I recently heard of a group of Catholic men who decided not to consult the Catechism of the Catholic Church in their small-group bible study. They believed that all they needed was scripture alone. Three of these men claimed that they no longer believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. I can tell you from experience where this group is headed: straight out of the Catholic Church. 

Over the past three decades, thousands of Catholics have left the Church for Protestant pastures. The largest church in America is the Catholic Church; the second largest group of Christians in America is former-Catholics. The Catholic men's movement has a solemn obligation to help men discover the biblical and historical roots of their Catholic faith. Then, rather than leaving, they will become instruments to help others discover the treasures of Catholicism. 

Remember that a man who leaves the Church will often take his family with him — for generations. It took my family four hundred years — 10 generations — to come back to the Church after a generation of my ancestors in Norway, England, Germany and Scotland decided to leave the Catholic Church. 

As one whose family has made the round-trip back to Catholicism, let me extend a personal plea to Catholic men, especially the leaders of various Catholic men's groups: don't put untrained Catholics in a Protestant setting. They might gain a short-term religious experience, but they take the long-term risk of losing their faith. It would be highly irresponsible to expose them to Protestantism before they are fully exposed to Catholicism. 

At my dad's funeral twenty-nine years ago, I tearfully sang his favorite hymn, Faith of Our Fathers. Little did my dad, a minister's son, or I realize that the true faith of our forefathers was Roman Catholicism. Every day I thank God for bringing me back to the ancient Church of my ancestors. Every year God gives me breath on this earth I will keep proclaiming to both my Protestant brethren and to cradle Catholics the glorious faith of our fathers. 
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"What Happens to Catholics Who Leave the Faith By a Formal Act?"

http://www.merchantcircle.com/blogs/Sacred.Heart.Catholic.Church.719-767-5272/2007/6/-What-Happens-to-Catholics-Who-Leave-the-Faith-By-a-Formal-Act-/23892 

Catholics leave the Catholic Church for different reasons. Some people do not agree either with their priests of with their bishops or with the way things are done in the Church. And so they leave. Many of them just leave their local church and go and look for another Catholic Church. Others stop going to Mass because they feel frustrated or misunderstood. 
My advice to people who are angry because of something that a priest or a bishop has said is to make an appointment and to talk to their priest or bishop. Many times it is just a simple misunderstanding. You would be surprised by how many people are angry at me for things that "I have said" which in fact, I never said.  

Just to give you an example. A couple of years ago, one lady wanted to join the Catholic Church, since we are a small parish, we unfortunately do not have a dedicated group of people to run an RCIA group. So, I told this woman that I would teach the classes. So, I opened the program to the whole parish because I wanted other people to share their experience and understanding of Catholicism with her. However, I explained to her that the classes were for her, and that I needed to have some type of direction form her. I wanted to know what was important for her, what do you want to know? I asked. But in class, she never spoke, she never said anything. Then, one day, she kept on threatening to leave and go to another Catholic Church. I told her that it was her decision, but that if she decided to stay in this class, that she needed to be more open with me and let me know whether the classes were useful for her, was she learning what she needed to learn, did she want to know something more, where there any topics that she wanted to cover? She never answered my questions and told me that she would get back to me and let me know whether she wanted to continue those classes with me or not. She never called back. The next thing I new is that she was going to another Catholic Church, about 50 miles from here and told people that I threw her out of this church. Not only that, she wrote a letter accusing me of throwing her out of the church. I never did that. Anyway, apparently she finished the program in that other church, but she still does not believe in what the Catholic Church teaches (especially in the Eucharist). She believes that her former faith is better than the Catholic faith. 
Sadly, she is a sad case.  However, this story illustrates that sometimes people blame their priests or bishops without any foundations for that.
When a Catholic person stops going to church for no apparent reason, or because they don't agree with something what the priest or the bishop said, they are still Catholic. They don't leave their faith, they simply stop going to church. I know many people who fall in this category. They simply stopped going to church.  Many of them still have a strong sense of spirituality, in the sense that they pray, they attend funerals, they go to church on major holidays (Christmas, Lent, Easter), and some still try to develop a close relationship with God. However they lack the most important element of our faith; they lack the Eucharist. They are not being fed with the "Bread of Life." They can come back to church at any time. However, it would be good for them to receive the sacrament of confession.

Others leave the faith and do not go back to church at all. I know some who have stopped going to church for many years.  When they feel the need to go back to church, they need to receive the sacrament of confession so that they can receive the Eucharist.  

Others, leave the church by a formal act, such as baptism in another church, rejection of the Catholic faith by a public act (e.g. baptism in another faith, public heresy, writing a letter to their priest stating that they don't want to be Catholics anymore, etc.), or by being excommunicated.
When people reject the Catholic Faith by a formal or public act (e.g. baptism in another faith) they cut themselves off completely from the Catholic Church. And depending on the gravity of the offense, these cases can normally be resolved by the local ordinary (the Bishop), but some cases are reserved for the Holy See.  However, the person who publicly left the church and would like to comeback to the faith would still have to contact their local priest for advice on how to proceed. The priest will in turn contact his local ordinary and help the person with the process.

In my own experience, may people leave the church for different reasons, and many of them comeback to the faith after discovering that their true faith is within the Catholic Church. 
Survey: Most Former Catholics Left Church When Young

http://www.ewtn.com/vnews/getstory.asp?number=95199 

Washington D.C., April 27, 2009 (CNA) A new survey provides detailed information about the one in ten American adults who are former Catholics, showing that most left the faith before the age of 24. Those who became Protestant most often said their spiritual needs were not being met, while those who became unaffiliated most often said they just gradually drifted away. 

The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, which conducted the survey, released the results on Monday in a report titled "Faith in Flux: Religious Conversion Statistics and Changes in Religious Affiliation in the U.S." The survey, a follow-up to the U.S. Religious Landscape Survey published in February 2008, polled all Americans who had left their childhood religion. The survey used 973 follow-up interviews and claims a margin of error among the entire U.S. population of plus or minus five percentage points. 

The survey also distinguished between those Catholics who were now Protestant and those who were now unaffiliated. It claims a margin of error of plus or minus 6.5 percentage points for the first group and plus or minus 7 percentage points for the latter group. 
Why Catholics Leave the Church 

Catholicism tends to retain childhood members at a rate of 68 percent, which the Pew Forum says is "far greater" than the retention rate of the unaffiliated and is comparable with or better than the retention rates of other religious groups. 
Former Catholics compose 10.1 percent of the overall U.S. population, while converts to Catholicism make up 2.6 percent. 

Of all those raised Catholic, 15 percent have become Protestant, with nine percent now belonging to evangelical denominations and five percent belonging to mainline Protestant denominations. About 14 percent of those raised Catholic are now unaffiliated. 

Almost half of Catholics who are now unaffiliated left Catholicism before the age of eighteen, while one-third who are now Protestant did the same. Most in this group said it was their own decision rather than their parent’s decision, the Pew Forum says. 

The survey also found few differences in religious commitment between former Catholics and those who have remained Catholic concerning their participation in youth groups or religious education classes. 

Regular worship, however, was correlated with continued faith. 
Reasons for Leaving 

The Pew Forum survey asked respondents to name their own reasons why they left their faith. 

About half cited religious and moral beliefs. About 21 percent of the unaffiliated professed non-belief in Catholicism or any religion, 11 percent cited moral or social teachings, and another seven percent cited disbelief in God or a loss of faith as their motive. Eighteen percent of Protestants named a biblical or scriptural reason as a cause. 

The survey then asked people to respond to a specific list of issues which they believe made them leave the faith of their upbringing. 

Among Protestants who were raised Catholic, 71 percent said that their spiritual needs were not being met. Another 70 percent said they found a religion they liked more, while 54 percent said they just gradually drifted away. About half said they stopped believing in Catholic teachings, while 43 percent professed unhappiness with teachings about the Bible and 32 percent professed dissatisfaction with the atmosphere at worship services. 

About 71 percent of unaffiliated former Catholics said they just drifted away from the religion, while about two-thirds said they stopped believing in the religion’s teachings. About 56 percent said they were unhappy with teachings on "abortion/homosexuality," but the Pew Forum survey did not distinguish between the two issues. Another 48 percent professed unhappiness with Catholic teaching on birth control, while 43 percent said their spiritual needs were not being met. About 39 percent said they were unhappy with the way Catholicism treated women. 

Fewer than three in ten former Catholics said the clerical sexual abuse scandal factored into their decision to abandon Catholicism, the Pew Forum reports, with Protestants slightly less likely than the unaffiliated to say so. 

"While the ranks of the unaffiliated have grown the most due to changes in religious affiliation, the Catholic Church has lost the most members in the same process," the Pew Forum survey report said. "Many former Catholics who are now unaffiliated, however, remain open to the possibility that they could some day find a religion that suits them; one-third say they just have not found the right religion yet." 

Archbishop of Washington Donald W. Wuerl, past chairman of the bishops’ Committee on Catechesis and next chairman of the Committee on Doctrine, said the report highlights the importance of Mass attendance among children and teenagers. 

"Adolescence is a critical time in religious development and, as the poll shows, what happens in the teen years has a long-lasting affect. We have to help young people and their parents appreciate the importance of going to weekly Mass so teenagers know Jesus is there for them now and always." 

He also noted that only about two to three percent of former Catholic respondents named clerical sexual abuse as a factor when asked generic questions about why they left. 

"Catholics can separate the sins and human failings of individuals from the substance of the faith," he said. "Sexual abuse of a child is a terrible sin and crime, but most Catholic people, because of good personal experience with their priests in their parishes, recognize sex abuse by clergy as the aberration it is." 
How to Keep Your Children Catholic

http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Family/Family_008.htm 

By Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.
This is surely an unusual subject for today’s conference, "How To Keep Your Children Catholic". The subject may be unusual but it is desperately important. 

I would like to briefly address myself to three questions, expressed in three words, Why? What? and How?

Why?

I don’t think anyone here has any doubt about why we should speak about keeping our children Catholic. The widespread loss of young Catholics to the true faith is unparalleled in Christian history. Millions of teenagers and those in their early twenties are leaving the Catholic Church in one so-called developed country after another. I will never forget the dinner I had with a Catholic father and mother who sadly told me that their seventh child had just left the Church. All seven had been given a nominally Catholic education, at great sacrifice to their parents.

The experience in the United States has been duplicated in Europe. Young people in England, Germany, France, Spain, and Italy are leaving the Church of their Catholic heritage in droves.

What?

What is the cause of this tragic phenomenon? To begin with, let me say that no one loses the Catholic faith. It is the Church’s infallible teaching that a person who has been baptized as a Catholic and has learned at least the basics of his religion does not lose the true faith. We must say such a person abandons the faith. In other words leaving the Catholic faith implies culpability.

Behind this teaching are two facts. No one can reason himself out of the Catholic Church. There are no rational grounds for giving up one’s Catholic commitment. Moreover, God is never wanting with His grace to preserve the faith He has once given to us and we have professed.

How then explain the deluge of departures of so many young people from their Catholic heritage? Only God knows the final explanation.

But this much we can say. The modern media of communication, in the words of Marshall McLuhan, "are engaged in a Luciferian conspiracy against the truth." From infancy, children are exposed to all the means of communication. 
The masters of communication are not friendly to Christianity. In fact, most of them are openly hostile to the teachings of Christ and, with resounding emphasis, to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.

Add to this, young people from their earliest days are exposed to the good things of this world to a degree never before known in human history. Is it any wonder that our dictionaries define "nonsense" as whatever cannot be perceived by the senses. On these terms, the human soul, angels and saints, even God Himself is nonsense. Prayer becomes a pious practice of persons who are living in an unreal world.

How?

We return to our opening question: How to keep your children Catholic? To keep your children Catholic:

Be a channel of grace to them.

Pray with and for them every day.

Train them to understand what they believe. 
Channel of Grace. 
In His ordinary providence, God communicates His grace through other people. He uses believing Christians as channels of His grace of faith to others. He uses loving Christians as channels of His grace of charity to others. He uses trustful Christians as channels of His grace of hope to others. He uses prayerful Christians as channels of His grace of prayer to others. He uses chaste Christians as channels of His grace of chastity to others. He uses patient Christians as channels of His grace of patience to others.

What are we saying? We are saying that the first and most fundamental way in which parents can keep their children Catholic is for the parents themselves to be authentic, and I mean authentic, Catholics themselves.

This is more than giving a good example. This is the mystery of serving as a conduit of God’s grace to everyone whose life we touch.

There is no one on earth who is a more important and indispensable channel of divine grace to children than their parents. God does work miracles. But, unless parents are expecting God to work a miracle, they must live a truly, fully Catholic life themselves if they expect their children to remain Catholic in today’s Christ-less world.
Pray with and for the Children. 
No words can describe the necessity of a family praying together in order to obtain the blessings of God. At the heart of a Christian family is the supernatural life that requires constant light and strength to be sustained.

Father Peyton’s well-known statement, "The family that prays together stays together," is not a pious cliché. It is the verdict of twenty centuries of Christianity. Just a few practical recommendations: say the Rosary together, if possible, every day; recite the Angelus together at least once a day; say the grace before and after meals as a family; have a holy water font inside the front door for people to bless themselves as they enter the house; have at least a small shrine to our Lady inside the house; have a crucifix and some sacred pictures on the wall.
Every one of the above recommendations was the way I was brought up from childhood by my widowed mother.
Train the Children to Understand their Faith. 
It is one thing to believe; it is something else to grasp what we believe. In today’s academically sophisticated world there is no choice. Either understand your faith or lose it. 

It is not enough for parents to have their children know their prayers and memorize certain articles of faith. The children must grow in their faith. Parents must explain the meaning of what their children believe. Children ask questions from infancy about, "Who is Jesus? Where is God? Does God know what I am thinking? Why should I pray if God already knows what I need?"
Moreover, children are now exposed to all kinds of confusion. One priest says one thing, another says something just the opposite.

Children grow not only in size and weight. They grow in intelligence. Parents must make sure that their sons and daughters mature not only in body but also, and especially, in spirit.

In the gospel of St. Matthew, our Lord gives the parable of the sower who went out to sow, all good seed, but not all on good ground. The first seed fell on the wayside. Immediately the birds of the air came down and picked up the seed lying on the hard ground. So the seed produced no fruit. When Jesus explained the meaning of this parable, He told His disciples the seed falling on the wayside symbolizes those who have received the word of God into their hearts, but fail to understand it. So what happens? The devil comes along and steals the word of God from their hearts.

Of course, you parents must yourselves understand what you believe if you are to explain to your children the meaning of their faith.

Prayer

Let me close with a short prayer: "Mary, Mother of the Holy Family, obtain for us from Jesus the light we need to keep our children in the Catholic faith. Ask your Son to give us the strength we need to bring our families to heaven, to the arms of the loving God from whom they came. Amen."
Fr Robert Barron comments on Leaving the Church

YouTube video 7:27 minutes 
http://www.wordonfire.org/WOF-TV/Commentaries-New/Fr-Barron-comments-on-Leaving-The-Church.aspx
December 9, 2010
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COMMENTS

1. I agree entirely, Father. All of my family, my wife, adult children, and my siblings, have left the Church for various and sundry reasons ending in non-denominational mega-churches. As I reflect on the situation, however, I draw the conclusion that they did not leave "The Church" they left what was presented to them as "The Church" and, sadly, they had no contrary or correct example to rely on. What was presented to them was not "the Church" but a very much caricatured social club of sorts. Not many people have any spiritual tie to a social club. One becomes as good as another, whichever "feeds me" is the best.
For instance, my 30 year old son was treated to a clown Mass for his First Holy Communion in 1986. How "Holy" do you think he holds Holy Communion? About as Holy as the clown did. The high point was the throwing of candy into the pews where the communicants sat. He didn't leave Holy Mother Church because he didn't know what that is, he left this kind of goofiness.
I am a pre-Vatican Council II catechized cradle Catholic and could never leave the Eucharist or the Magisterium but could name any number of parishes which I could happily depart.
And there's the problem, until the Bishops demand faithful catechesis from every pastor and parish, souls will be lost from the Church and the grace which flows through her.
You are one of the true stalwarts in your many wonderful outreach efforts. I pray for your success daily. Pete
2. As a cradle Catholic who, along with my husband, left the church for nine years and during that time became, along with my husband, Pentecostal preachers with our own church, I agree wholeheartedly with you video. We returned to the Catholic Church in 2001 and have not looked back. To say the Catholic Church enjoys the fullness of our faith is to me an understatement. Even with the problems that have surfaced over the centuries and still surface today, the Church itself has stood intact and unmoving in her teachings and guidance. I view my years away from the church as a time of wandering in the desert and of learning that what I was searching for I had along in mother church. Please keep putting your message out there Father for all the lost to hear. Cathy
"So Very Dry" Liturgy 

http://www.zenit.org/article-25879?l=english 
ROME, May 12, 2009 (Zenit.org) Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.

Q: Nowadays there seems to be a shift from the spirit of the liturgy to mechanical and ritualistic performance. Since our liturgy is so very dry, many Catholics in several parts of India are going to Protestant churches where the worship is spontaneous, meaningful and gives them a sense of involvement and satisfaction. 
Some of the questions put to you and your answers seem to be not appealing to the soul. Should we not think of promoting meaningful liturgy in the light of the local culture and its needs? P.J., Dindigul, India
A: We occasionally receive questions of this type which touch upon fundamental issues regarding the purpose and nature of liturgy.
Over the years, this column has addressed many points of liturgy, some of which are admittedly technical and maybe even rarefied. But I always strive to give my readers the benefit of the doubt and presume that their inquiries stem from a sincere desire to celebrate the liturgy according to the Church's heart and mind.
I do not believe that it follows that an exact and precise liturgical celebration is thereby a soulless and mechanical ritual. Nor is a cavalier attitude toward rubrics an inevitable proof of authentic Christianity. There can be both good faith and hypocrisy behind both attitudes, but these are the failings of individual human beings that do not touch the heart of the question.
I strongly defend fidelity to liturgical norms because I believe that the faithful have a right to be able to participate in a recognizably Catholic liturgy, a liturgy that flows from Christ himself and is part of the great stream of the communion of saints.
While not doubting the sincerity of my correspondent, I must take exception to his way of characterizing Protestant worship with respect to Catholic liturgy. I believe that we are before a question that goes much deeper than external forms. The crux of the problem is not that our separated brethren have more exciting performances but that we have failed to teach our faithful basic Catholics doctrine on the Mass and the Eucharist.
Any Catholic who has the tiniest inkling of what it means to assist at Mass; to be present at the Lord's Passion, death and resurrection; to be able to unite his or her prayer presented to the eternal Father united together with Christ's supreme sacrifice; to have the possibility of sharing the Bread come down from heaven -- how could such a Catholic ever compare this privilege to any Protestant service, even though admittedly it might have better music and more able preaching?
At the same time, the Church's liturgy is already endowed with flexibility and a richness that can readily respond to local characteristics as determined by the national bishops' conferences. Apart from the essential problem of lack of liturgical formation there is the question of the abandonment or lack of use of many treasures, both ancient and new, that can transform our liturgies into beautiful and deeply spiritual experiences.
When the full possibilities of genuine Catholic liturgy are used, the celebration is not a tad less participative, spontaneous and meaningful than any non-Catholic service. The difference is that in liturgy, just as in sports, authentic spontaneity, participation and creativity are found within the rules and not outside of them.
Apart from the liturgy Catholicism has a plethora of forms of prayer and associations, from historic confraternities and sodalities to modern charismatic prayer groups and ecclesial movements. I believe that these multifarious expressions can satisfy all forms of spiritual sensibility and desire for involvement much better than any individual group of Protestants.
Therefore if some of our Catholic faithful are migrating to Protestant groups, I don't think we should be blaming the liturgy but rather double our efforts to celebrate it properly and proclaim the truth of the great mystery of faith.

Why do some Catholics get angry and leave the Church and some get angry and stay?

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=385726 
Catholic Answers Discussion Forum 
This is a mystery to me... Why someone like me who gets angrier than *** with certain things going on in the Church... but I never leave... I know the Roman Catholic Church is the one established by Christ so I guess that's one reason... but I also LOVE the Real Presence... the Mass, etc. 
Yet others find fault with the doctrines, so they say anyhow, and leave. 
I'm talking about people who claim to know the teachings of the Church. I don't see how you can be catechized and experience the good things of the Church and then leave. D
Being truly Catholic takes work. It's not a "feel good" religion which unfortunately is what many want. Many claim to love the Church but find its tenets difficult to truly live out each day. They find fault instead of understanding that there is much we will never fully comprehend until we reach eternity.
Many fall into the arms of the "feel good" churches that profess to know the Bible, which Catholics have no knowledge of, and lead them away to fully and better educate them.
Personally, many in my family have fallen away from the Church simply because the found an easier path to follow. They tend to keep their anger and wail against the Church to anyone who will listen. Theresa
1. Some people leave the Church because they think it's not true. They may be poorly catechised, or they may just make incorrect judgments. (Obviously, as a Catholic, I think they have made the wrong choice!)
2. Some people leave the Church because they get more "uplift" in a Protestant service. They equate religious feeling with religious truth in some way. They are almost certainly poorly catechised. Lots of people are. I was myself.
3. Some people leave the Church because they aren't willing to follow her moral teachings, and think that because modern society assumes that it is not possible to follow the Church's teachings, the Church must be wrong.
4. Some people stay in the Church even though they aren't willing to follow her moral teachings, and think that because modern society assumes that it is not possible to follow the Church's teachings, the Church must be wrong. They fall into a couple of groups, both of which probably suffer from poor catechesis:

a. Some try to change the Church from inside. They may not understand the difference between dogma and discipline, and therefore not know what is possible to change and what isn't.
b. Some just pick and choose what teachings to follow. They may have been taught (wrongly) that their conscience is a sufficient guide, no matter how well or poorly formed, even when it goes against Church teachings.

5. Some people stay in the Church even though they don't seem to know/care about her teachings and don't particularly think that what the Church says about herself is true, because they think that Catholicism is some sort of requirement for continuing to be of Italian, Irish, Polish, etc. descent. In some ways they are more dangerous than a lot of other types, because they think that as an Irish-American (or whatever--I'm picking on the Irish because I'm of Irish descent myself) they have to be Catholic, and therefore it is "up to" the Church to be something that they will like. I think it's possible this explains a lot of the "Catholics for Free Choice" and others like them, where you tend to think, "If they feel that strongly about it, why don't they leave the Church? If they believed that the Church was what she says she is, then they'd have to change their stance on abortion (or women's ordination, or whatever). So why on earth do they stay??"
6. Some people stay in the church because they believe that the Catholic Church is the one true church, but they want to be the ones to decide what she teaches. These people are just confused or don't know how to think logically.

7. Of course there are people who are angry because bad things have happened to them in the Church. I think mostly this sort leave. I have a friend who was treated badly because of her race, for example. And of course there are abuse victims. And while I feel a great deal of sympathy for these people, they have to realize (someday) that the existence of bad Catholics does not make the teachings of the Church less true. In the meantime they are hurting themselves by cutting themselves off from the Church. Jen
As a mainline Protestant who has been rather shocked by the number of Catholics who have become Protestant in this area, let me recap some of the reasons they have given:
1. They gave come to disagree with Catholic doctrine on such matters as, say, the Immaculate Conception or confession or the Eucharist. Some of these people become mainline Protestant, perhaps even more become evangelical Protestant, others just drop out of organized religion altogether.
2. They find the Mass boring compared to worship in many Protestant churches where there may be less liturgy and more informality. They want to participate in a livelier expression of faith.
3. They personally feel out of place in the Catholic Church because they have - for example - been divorced or they practice artificial birth control. The sexual revolution has led millions to disregard church teachings on sex. Many have had abortions and many of these feel that they have excommunicated themselves.
4. They have been alienated by an individual priest who handled them badly. Some have bad memories of parochial schools, possibly some nun from years ago.
5. They have been alienated by the sexual scandal in the church: the scandal itself, efforts to conceal it from public exposure by the hierarchy, exceptions made for clergy for crimes for which others would have faced jail, and the millions spent to appease, quiet or make atonement for these scandals.
6. They are women who resent what they feel is 'second-class' status for women in the church. Many feel that women should be ordained, at least as deacons. Seeing long lines of males processing at special occasions can annoy them. 
7. Many who disagree with the church, even profoundly, stay in it for family reasons or cultural reasons or the power of tradition. 
8. Many admire the church for its work to help the poor, provide medical care, and other admirable works it performs. Roy
Here we go!!!
The late night, Top Ten Reasons why Catholics leave the Catholic Church!!
10. All the standing, kneeling and sitting bothers me
9. The mass is boring
8. I don't like the priest and his boring sermons
7. Priests can't get married
6. I can't accept everything the church teaches
5. I don't want to be a hypocrite
4. They're ALL a bunch of hypocrites
3. Scandal in the priesthood
2. All religions are the same
And the Number One Reason catholics leave the Catholic Church (drum roll please)
1. Catholicism interferes with my lifestyle. M
KARL KEATING - The Catholic Answers Man www.Catholic.com
By Tim Drake
http://www.envoymagazine.com/backissues/5.2/diplomaticcorps.htm   
When Karl Keating started Catholic Answers in the mid 1980s, he wasn't setting out to create a new Catholic apostolate with an international outreach. He just wanted to hide behind a name. What started as a simple response to an anti-Catholic tract twenty-one years ago has blossomed into the largest Catholic apologetics and evangelization organization in North America. At the time, Keating was working behind a desk as a general civil lawyer. After Mass one Sunday morning he discovered an anti-Catholic flyer had been placed on the windshields of all the automobiles by a local Fundamentalist church. Upset by the misinformation in the flyer, Keating took matters into his own hands and wrote a response. In order to have the tract taken seriously he rented a post office box, created the name Catholic Answers, and distributed them at the nearby church on a subsequent Sunday morning. "Somehow," explains Keating, "the tract got beyond the church where I had distributed it. People positive about its contents wrote letters asking for more tracts." In the end, Keating wrote two dozen. Keating then proposed a three-part series for The Wanderer about Fundamentalists and Catholics. The series resulted in a total of thirty weekly installments and became the first draft of his success-ful book Catholicism and Fundamentalism: The Attack on Romanism by Bible Christians, published in 1988.
For several years, "Catholic Answers" was simply a part-time endeavor, something Keating worked on in his spare time. From 1986 to 1989, he sent out a monthly newsletter called Catholic Answers. In 1990, it turned into This Rock magazine. In 1988, after twelve years practicing law - a vocation he did not enjoy - Keating made the transition to Catholic apologetics. The rest, as they say, is history.
Today, Catholic Answers promotes and defends the Catholic faith through myriad books and tracts; two magazines, called Be and This Rock; a variety of audio and video materials; seminars by staff apologists; and Catholic Answers Live, a Catholic radio program carried on more than fifty AM and FM stations nationally. "Our goal," says Keating, "is to explain the Faith, make good Catholics better, and bring the Faith to those who are lukewarm or who aren't Catholic at all."
The magazine called Be, says Keating, "is aimed at lukewarm Catholics. They might go to Mass regularly, but they do not receive any other Catholic publications. It's designed to help them see the importance of faith in their life and understand the basic tenets of their faith better." Unlike most Catholic magazines, Be is free, and it currently goes out to 70,000 subscribers. This Rock is for the advanced reader and focuses on Catholic apologetics and evangelization. "Our hope is to graduate readers from Be to This Rock," says Keating. 
Keating admits that he doesn't do nearly as much public speaking as he once did. Rather, he's devoted his energies to writing. To date, he's published four books. His first, Catholicism and Fundamentalism, was among the first to take the Fundamentalist threat seriously. "Many Catholics ignored the threat," explains Keating. "That was a mistake. At the time nearly 100,000 Catholics a year had been leaving the Church for Fundamentalism. The book dealt with the concerns of Fundamentalists in their own terms." Keating adds that the book was a timely one and continues to be. "There may be as many Catholics leaving the Church today," suggests Keating, "but there are a lot more coming back. Eventually, the return rate will overcome the exit rate." In addition, Keating has published a collection of his essays titled Nothing but the Truth; a follow-up to Catholicism and Fundamentalism titled The Usual Suspects; and a book that answers the common misconceptions held by most Catholics titled What Catholics Really Believe.
One of Catholic Answers' most popular publications is only thirty pages. The booklet Pillar of Fire, Pillar of Truth has out-sold all other Catholic Answers' publications combined and serves as the apostolate's "calling card." A simple explanation of the Catholic faith, the little book has sold more than three million copies. "A parish in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, bought one for every house in town," Keating notes with pleasure. 
The apostolate's next planned project involves publishing a college newspaper insert that explains the Catholic faith for the average college student. Their hope is to distribute the supplement at the nation's hundred largest colleges. "It will examine the issues and problems facing college students today," explains Keating. "Whatever problem you're facing, the answer is where you may least expect it - in the Catholic Church."
The Apologetics Service Aside from such publications, however, Keating notes that the apostolate's Apologetics Service is one of their most important tasks. As their name implies, their business is providing answers, and provide answers they do, employing a staff of thirty-one full-time employees, including apologists James Akin, Rosalind Moss, Peggy Frye, Jan Wakelin, Jason Evert, and Father Vincent Serpa. Keating estimates that they receive approximately six hundred phone calls each month and respond to more than 1,500 people with individual questions monthly via email, phone, and letters. The apologists also travel, conducting an average of twelve seminars per month at the invitation of parishes and other organizations. Keating admits that much time is spent on the phone. "Recently, one of our apologists spent a great deal of time conversing with a couple facing marriage difficulties. The apologist spoke with the Baptist husband whose wife had just returned to the Catholic faith. As a result of the conversation it looks as if the marriage may have been saved," explained Keating. Although providing answers is their business, Keating admits that occasionally they're asked questions that stump them. "If we are unable to answer a question, we look it up and get back to people." That can be a time-intensive process, but in the end, it helps the apologists as well as the inquirers to grow in their understanding of the Faith. 

Overcoming Misconceptions of Non-Catholics 
Keating says that the misconceptions about the Church held by many non-Catholics is a hereditary-like thing. "Non-Catholics are told that the Church is either evil or foolish, and therefore they are prejudiced against it. Such misconceptions," he says, "can be overcome by engaging them on their own terms, answering their questions, and sharing what we really believe." He's seen many cases in which individuals who are taught the truth, while not becoming Catholic, at least cease to be anti-Catholic. "That is a kind of conversion in and of itself," says Keating.
Many times people come demanding a simple answer to what they insist is a simple question. But Keating insists that the faith sometimes requires complex answers even to simple questions. He observes that faith is both simple and complex because that's the way life itself is. Catholicism, he explains, is suited both to those who want a simple faith and to those who want the maximum depth of understanding. "Fundamentalism, on the other hand, has no deep theology. It has no theory of spirituality." Keating recalls how Fr. Ray Ryland once commented that when he was a Protestant seminarian, all his seminary's spirituality texts were by Catholics. When Ryland asked a professor why that was the case, the professor responded, "Because only Catholics write about spirituality." "Protestants have no parallel," Keating insists. "They focus on how to get saved and drop out all the rest."
Overcoming Misconceptions of Catholics 
Yet non-Catholics aren't the only ones with misconceptions about the Faith. Keating notes that many Catholics as well are uninformed, and he blames the problem on poor teaching. Catholic Answers, he explains, provides answers that people aren't receiving from the pulpit. 
"If people were getting all the answers they needed from the pulpit, there would be no need for a lay organization such as Catholic Answers. However," adds Keating, "we no longer live in a Bing Crosby kind of Church," the kind of idealized parish portrayed in old movies such as The Bells of Saint Mary's. "Even with those fine priests who represent the Faith as they should, it is no longer enough. It used to be that in places like Chicago you could find four Catholic Churches at one intersection - German, Polish, Irish, and another. We no longer live in that kind of a Catholic ghetto. "Most Catholics do not receive a Catholic education, and even Catholic schools are insufficiently teaching the Faith. By default there is a need."
The Second Vatican Council, in its Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, called for lay men and women to "exercise a genuine apostolate by their activity on behalf of bringing the gospel and holiness to men" (par. 2). As Keating sees it, that's why it's so important for a lay organization such as Catholic Answers to do the work of evangelism and apologetics. 
"Ninety-nine percent of the Church is made up of lay people," he points out. "We, as lay people, need to be active. This is what Vatican II was talking about."  

WHERE HAVE ALL THE CATHOLICS GONE?
Karl Keating’s e-letter March 11, 2008
Thought I had been kidnapped and spirited out of the country, did you? Wondered if anti-Catholic hooligans had restrained me, by force, from writing the E-Letter? No, it's more prosaic than that. 
I've been laboring under those administrative duties that have to be dealt with, that can't be passed along to others, and that sometimes cascade upon you all at once. That's the penalty I get for starting an apostolate and then discovering -- contrary to my expectations -- that it continues to grow (and to have those pains that growth entails).

THE EXODUS THAT CAUGHT MY ATTENTION
When I first got involved in apologetics, more than twenty years ago, my attention was focused mainly on the Fundamentalist attack on the Church. There was good reason for such a focus. 
In the 1980s, so far as I could determine, more than 100,000 Catholics in America had been leaving the Church each year for Fundamentalist churches. Some of those churches boasted that a majority of their congregants were one-time Catholics. A few even claimed that all of their members had been Catholic.
An exodus of 100,000 people per year is not insignificant, but it was not the only exodus the Church in America was experiencing. An even larger number of Catholics just dropped out, becoming “inactive Catholics” or "lapsed Catholics".
Despite all this, the number of Catholics kept rising, even in the 1980s. That chiefly was because of immigration (both legal and illegal), not so much because of a large number of births (there were births, but not so many that they could raise the Catholic proportion of the population by much) and not because of conversions (there were conversions, but not all that many).
Things have changed a bit in the last two decades. 
Catholic births remain about the same, as does growth attributed to immigration. Today there is a more sophisticated methodology to deal with potential converts (RCIA), and there is more emphasis on convert making (though it isn’t called that by Church officials). 

STILL LEAVING, BUT NOT AS MANY TO "BIBLE CHURCHES"
Perhaps the greatest change is in the number of people leaving the Church. Many still leave, but the number seems to be shrinking. In part this may mean that the most disgruntled people already have opted out. But one thing is sure: Fewer people leave for Fundamentalism.
I like to think that the work performed by Catholic Answers has contributed to each of these categories, particularly with respect to the losses to Fundamentalism. (I should add that our mostly young staff has done its part to increase the number of infant baptisms!) 
In 1988, when I entered this work full time, there were Fundamentalists who were coming into the Church, but their number was exceeded by far by those Catholics who were leaving the Church for Fundamentalism. 
I have to work on the basis of anecdotal evidence here, but my sense is that today we have reached equilibrium, with the goings and comings now balanced. We may even have reached a favorable point in which there are more entries from Fundamentalism than exits to Fundamentalism. It’s a change very pleasant to see!

A NEW SURVEY
That said, the current situation remains far from rosy. According to a recent study by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, the Catholic Church loses a greater proportion of its members than does any other major religion in America. 
In recent years the Baptists lost a fair proportion of those brought up as Baptists. They became something else. The Methodists lost a smaller proportion of those brought up as Methodists. But Catholics lost the biggest proportion of all.
I have not seen the full study and so can't comment on its methodology, but I have to put a question mark by the results. The study says that today 23.9% of Americans identify themselves as Catholics, a figure that parallels other figures I have seen over the years. But the study says that 31.4% of the American population had been brought up in the Catholic Church. The difference--7.5% of the total American population--represents people who were Catholics as children but ceased to be Catholics as adults. Where did the 31.4% figure come from? 
If the proportion of Catholics in the general population has been stable for decades, at around 23.9%, and if that number included children (which is did--and does), then how can one say that at some point during these years 31.4% of all Americans (or at least of child-age Americans) were Catholic--particularly when the Catholic birth rate wasn’t much different from that of the rest of the population?
However we are to understand these numbers, one thing is for sure: Many Catholics leave the Church of their upbringing and become something else. This was true when I entered this work, and it remains true today. 
Those who leave may be leaving in different proportions and may be ending up in different places than was the case a few decades ago, but the fact to keep in mind is that they are leaving. It’s great to have fewer Catholics leave for Fundamentalism; it still is a problem to have any of them leave at all. We still have lots of work to do. 
On Catholics and Pentecostals - A Historical Overview 
http://www.zenit.org/article-16638?l=english 
VATICAN CITY, July 20, 2006 (Zenit.org) Here is the report "Catholics and Pentecostals: A Historical Overview," by Father Juan Usma Gómez, official of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. An April 2005 meeting in Los Angeles, U.S.A., commemorated the first centenary of the Pentecostal Movement.
The chronicles recount that at the beginning of the 20th century, a group of believers was expelled from the Second Baptist Church of Los Angeles because of its constant insistence on the need for a spiritual revival. The search for these revivals, a practice that has been more or less widespread in Protestant milieus since the advent of Methodism in the 19th century, involved a special kind of prayer and worship which, stimulated by intense preaching and prayer meetings, often resulted in an upsurge of religious zeal.
In 1905, instead of breaking up and joining other Christian communities, this little group of the faithful began to meet in a house on Bonnie Brae Street, under the direction of William J. Seymour. There a new Pentecost was preached and they prayed for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, just like the one described in the Acts of the Apostles (cf. Acts 2:1-21) (1).
Historians tell us that news of this initiative spread rapidly across the city and that many other people joined the group. It soon became necessary for it to relocate to larger premises on Azusa Street, where the Apostolic Faith Mission was set up.
The first religious service took place on April 14, 1906. The story says that it was actually in Azusa Street that a large number of the faithful experienced the "personal Pentecost," in other words, that spiritual experience generally recognized as the beginning of Pentecostalism, which was later to be called "Baptism in the Holy Spirit."
Reactions to this event were varied and conflicting. Those who received the "anointing" spoke of it as the sovereign touch of God, whereas leaders of the Protestant and Evangelical Communities kept their distance, fearing that such an experience could not have solid spiritual and doctrinal foundations. 
Especially in light of the manifestations that accompanied it, they began to doubt the "mental health" of the protagonists (2). Today, 100 years after the events on Azusa Street, there are numerous Pentecostal groups, either local or part of a real international network (3). 

No organic institutional unity
Although they all describe themselves as Pentecostal, there are slight structural differences between them; while three important trends can be identified, there is no organic institutional unity among them nor a totally representative world structure. Many claim, on the other hand, that the spiritual unity which derives from "Baptism in the Spirit" is a fundamental and sufficient bond.
In addition to the properly Pentecostal denominations (classical Pentecostals), Pentecostal groups exist within the various Churches and ecclesial communities: (denominational Pentecostals, such as the Catholic Charismatic Renewal); many others define themselves as non-denominational, neo-charismatic and independent.
To these can be added a long list of groups of a dubious ecclesial and Christian character that can hardly be called religious but that carry out activities using Pentecostal forms.
In 2005, it was calculated that there were 500 million Pentecostals.
Certain studies forecast a growth of 2.25% in comparison with the 1.23% (4) increase in the world population. It should be noted that these figures also include Christians who live Pentecostal spirituality in their own Churches and those who occasionally come into contact with the Pentecostal reality. Also, there are no statistics for those who have abandoned Pentecostalism.
During the 100 years of its existence, Pentecostalism has come into contact with almost all Christian communities, but in different ways, as we will see later.
In fact, the openness of the first groups who offered the grace of "Baptism in the Spirit" as a source of spiritual renewal was followed by a clash in the area of mission due to the rejection by the other Christian Communities: the Pentecostal certainty of salvation obtained through "Baptism in the Spirit" and the fear of being found guilty by God for failing to convert those who say they are Christians (but not Pentecostals) obviously imbues Pentecostals with missionary zeal.

Pentecostals and Catholics
With regard to Catholics, this movement, born as a reaction to a "dead orthodoxy" and a "Christian nominalism," has retained its negative attitude: the identification of Rome with Babylon, inherited from the Reformation, has not entirely disappeared.
The situation changed with the recognition of the Pentecostal experience within the Christian communities and consequently does not make a change of ecclesial affiliation necessary. 
Pentecostals recognize bonds of communion with charismatics: they claim, in fact, that the Holy Spirit works excellently in those believers who have received "Baptism in the Spirit" independently of the Church to which they belong. But this spiritual unity, which has given rise to certain missionary associations and alliances, does not legitimize Christian Communities as such. Catholics and Pentecostals meet all over the world and confront each other everywhere. Aggression and diffidence have frequently been at the root of their relations: the desire to convert clouds minds and hearts. Pentecostals have difficulty in recognizing the saving value of the Catholic Church and of the sacraments, whereas many Catholics view with suspicion the proliferation of divine interventions and consider the promises of healing, prophecies and spiritual gifts as forms of proselytism.
The Catholic-Pentecostal international dialogue began in 1972. It should be remembered that 40 years ago, Catholics were in the dark about Pentecostal spirituality and missiology. Nor did the majority of Pentecostals know of the rich spirituality and missionary vitality of Catholics. Catholics and Pentecostals were diffident and wary of each other. The contact established between them, thanks to the appearance of Catholic Charismatic Renewal together with the participation of a Pentecostal leader in the Second Vatican Council (5), made it possible to initiate a dialogue with several leaders and groups of the classical Pentecostals. This dialogue aimed at deepening their knowledge of each other and at overcoming reciprocal misunderstandings.
Today, through documents published for the International Catholic Pentecostal Dialogue, Catholics and Pentecostals (6) can recognize certain confessional traits proper to their dialogue partner and can understand the basic reasons for some of their attitudes. The process is far from easy. Indeed, their missiology and expression of spirituality are not the same, while their approach to theology is radically different.

How does one become Christian?
These differences have emerged even more clearly in the current phase of dialogue (the fifth, since the beginning of the conversations), which addressed, in the context of biblical and patristic testimony, the theme of how one becomes a Christian. Common and complementary points in faith, conversion, the following of Christ, experience and formation were identified. On the other hand, regarding "Baptism in the Spirit," a basic experience for Pentecostals, doctrinal differences emerged within Pentecostalism itself, together with the need for a pastoral rethinking, given that not everyone has had this experience. Many people consider Pentecostalism as the last fruit of the Reformation. Its minimal ecclesial structure, missionary zeal, doctrinal simplicity and openness to the "supernatural," as well as its cultural flexibility, strong emotional connotation and ability to give rise to religious experiences, give it a special character of its own.
The urgent need to have and to inspire the vital experience of the Holy Spirit and the certainty of salvation explain part of its fascination and success. In this regard, during the September 2005 (7) Study Seminar organized jointly in São Paulo by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the bishops' conference of Brazil, Cardinal Walter Kasper presented the bishops' work, saying: "A critical examination of our pastoral conscience is urgently necessary. We must ask ourselves: why are Catholics leaving our Church and moving to these groups? What is lacking in our parishes? What can we learn from the pastoral closeness of Pentecostals? What must we avoid?"
Whenever addressing Pentecostalism, it must be remembered that to Pentecostals, having and awakening religious experiences is essential. The very fact that the Pentecostal/Charismatic Movement is perceived as a new and definitive movement of divine origin, a sign of the last times, and that it presents "Baptism in the Spirit" as "an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that precedes the coming of Jesus Christ" and is obligatory as such if one desires to be a Christian, poses serious theological problems for Catholics.
It is clear to Catholics that the experience known as "Baptism in the Holy Spirit" (totally distinct from the sacrament of baptism) is neither the loftiest nor fullest form of experience of the Holy Spirit. It is one experience among others that is a feature of a certain spirituality within Christianity and demands serious and continuous spiritual and pastoral discernment on the part of the Church.
Notes
(1) Cf. The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, Grand Rapids, 2001.
(2) A description from the press of the time is included in J. Usma, Catholics and Pentecostals: the breath of the Spirit, in L'Osservatore Romano Italian edition, n. 20, January 26, 2005.
(3) In which, among others, the Assemblies of God, the Quadrangular Church, the Church of God, the Apostolic Faith Mission and the Open Standard Bible can be mentioned.
(4) D. Barrett, T. Johnson and P. Crossing, Missiometrics 2005: A Global Survey of World Mission, in "International Bulletin of Mission I", vol. 29, January 2005, p. 29.
(5) The leader, David du Plessis, took part as a guest of the Secretariat for Christian Unity in the third session of the Second Vatican Council.
(6) The two documents most recently published for this dialogue are Perspectives on Koinonia (1990) and Evangelization, Proselytism and Common Witness (1997).
(7) Further information on this meeting can be found in: "Study Seminar organized in Brazil," L'Osservatore Romano Italian edition, November 4, 2005, p. 4. 
An Interview with Herve Morrissette, C.S.C. 
Catechetics India, May 2009, By S. Prabhakar EXTRACT:
Q:

Some people say, "Today, direct evangelization is out of place in India." Do you agree?
A:

Not at all. I personally feel that we, in the Catholic Church, are too hesitant to proclaim Christ and his message to the people of our country. We do a lot of social service and we are very much involved in education, of course, which are different ways of bearing witness to Christ, but we do not do enough to proclaim the Word of God directly. The Protestants are teaching us a good lesson in this regard. Even though I do not agree with their fundamentalist interpretation of the Scriptures, I admire their zeal in proclaiming the Gospel. Why is it that many of our Catholics leave the Church to go and join Pentecostal sects? It is mainly because they find meaning in the Word of God that is preached to them.

While respecting the faith of people who follow other religions, we should never lose an opportunity to bear witness to Christ not only through our services but also through our testimonies of faith. Many statements are made at the end of pastoral meetings in which we reaffirm the importance of the Word of God in the life of the Church, but, in practice, what are we doing in that line? Not much.

Fr. Herve Morrissette, C.S.C., who hails from Canada, is a doyen in the field of Catechetical ministry in India, having spent nearly half a century in this country. His area of interest and specialization is Youth Catechesis. For many years he served as a chaplain to the Teachers’ Teams, which is a movement of the lay apostolate for Catholic teachers working in Government schools, and as a spiritual advisor in the Xavier Board of Higher Education. He has also written a number of books for the faith formation of young people. He has also a lot of pastoral experience in one of the parishes of Mumbai. He is presently the Director of the Holy Cross Family Ministries in India.
NO SALVATON OUTSIDE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?

http://www.askacatholic.com/_webpostings/Answers/2000_11NOV/2000NovWhatAboutTheMillions.cfm
Q:

If "Outside the Church there is No Salvation", what happens to the millions of non-Catholics around the world, including Protestants, Anglicans and Orthodox? Alexis
A:

If it were not for Christ, no one would be saved. The Church is His Body, and the thus, the means of Salvation. This does not mean that God can't save those who, through no fault of their own, do their best to follow the Grace that God gives them. Every individual must make an effort to form his conscience and seek the truth. Nevertheless, there are those who either by circumstances not of their own or by invincible ignorance do not enter the Catholic Church. The Catechism and the Bible make it clear that God wants all men to be saved. So we leave the final disposition of a man's soul in His hands, relying on His Mercy and Grace. The Church does not teach now nor has ever taught that only "Card Carrying Catholics" can be saved. But if non-Catholics are saved, they are saved because they responded to what ever Grace and Catholic truth they may have had been exposed to. Further, the only reason that they received this grace is because of Christ's Church (His Body); which is the vehicle through which, and from which, all Graces flow. John
SEE MORE ON THE ABOVE IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT 
“IS THERE NO SALVATION OUTSIDE THE CHURCH?” 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THERE_NO_SALVATION_OUTSIDE_THE_CHURCH_AND_PRO_MULTIS.doc
Polish bishops outline out how to leave Church

http://www.zenit.org/article-23961?l=english 
BIALYSTOK, Poland, October 17, 2008 (Zenit.org) If a Catholic in Poland wants to leave the Church, the country's bishops won't be standing in the in the way. Poland's episcopal conference has released a 22-point document to guide Catholics who want to renounce their baptism and leave the Church, reports Ecumenical News International.
The bishops affirmed that leaving the Church is an offense against God, and that it is "pained by every sin" of separation: "Persons in peril of committing such a deed should be instructed and encouraged in love to abandon their intention of leaving the church."
"But their natural right to decide their path in life should also be upheld," the bishops added.
According to the guidelines, those wishing to leave the Church should submit a written statement to their parish priest, in the presence of two witnesses. The act bars the individual from the sacraments, including a Christian burial.
The bishops suggest time be given to reconsider, and underline that an individual's name will not be removed from parish records.
How to leave the Church: Polish bishops explain

http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=9576
October 20, 2008. COMMENT: 
Apostasy is a mortal sin and leads to Hell. There is only one Church which Jesus founded, outside of which there is no salvation. Non Catholics can be saved in their religions, but this is the exceptional way. The norm is Catholic Faith and the Baptism of water (John 3:5).God is love and wants all people to be saved from Hell fires. However Satan and Hell exist and God leaves a person free to choose, Him or the Devil. The Polish Bishops are calling attention to the peril of being lost forever (Ad Gentes 7, Lumen Gentium 14, Vatican Council II). Posted By: Lionel Andrades
LINKS Apostasy (Wikipedia) Apostasy (Catholic Encyclopaedia) Apostasy (Code of Canon Law) 

MumbaiLaity, a Mumbai-based blog published two submissions by a liberal-dissenter priest Fr. Subhash Anand. I am reproducing both of them below, all emphases theirs.
Why are Catholics leaving their church to join the Pentecostals?
http://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2013/07/30/why-are-catholics-leaving-their-church-to-join-the-pentecostals/
Posted on July 30, 2013 by The Voice Of Bombay's Catholic Laity 

During his visit to Brazil, Francis, the Bishop of Rome, addressed 300 Brazilian bishops who joined him for lunch in the Rio archbishop’s residence and “delivered an unusually candid rebuke to the Catholic Church in Brazil, accusing it of being stuffy and inward-looking and failing to respond to the concerns of ordinary people.” He is concerned because “Brazilians have been deserting the Catholic Church in droves, either embracing secularism or joining the burgeoning number of Pentecostal churches that have popped up all over the country, particularly in the favelas or slums around big cities.” This is happening in India. In the mind-nineties the bishops commission a study which revealed. It draws our attention to “a widely shared perception that the clergy of the mainline churches are responsible in several ways for the exodus of the believers to the neo-Pentecostal sects. This is particularly true of the Catholic clergy.”

Let us compare the Catholic Church in India with the Neo-Pentecostals sects.

We have so many costly churches and expensive cathedrals.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many adoration chapels and grottos.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many novenas and May\October Devotions.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many First Fridays and Mercy Devotions

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many holy hours and Stations of the Cross.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many days of obligation and days of penance.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many blessings and consecrations.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many saints and their relics.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many birthdays and feast days.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many anniversaries and jubilees.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many nuns with their convents and monks with their monasteries.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many scooters\motorcycles and cars.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have nice quarters and regular income.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many seminaries and the longest training for pastoral ministry.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many schools and colleges.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many parishes and ‘missions’

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many dogmas and canons.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many heavy missals\lectionaries and expensive breviaries.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many reverends, Excellencies, and eminences.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many going about in colorful habits and costly cassocks.

The Pentecostals do not.

We have so many so many rich well-wishers and foreign benefactors.

The Pentecostals do not, at least not so many or so rich.

We have the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and the Vatican Bank.

The Pentecostals do not.

The Catholics seem to have so much, while the Pentecostals appear to have so little. Yet they are attracting the Catholics! Why? Francis told the Brazilian bishops that “many Catholics were ‘disillusioned’ by a Church that they regarded as ‘barren, fruitless soil’.” As we prepare to celebrate the feast of the patron of pastoral clergy, could we reflect on this problem, and see what pastoral action we, as a community, need to adopt. This may be the best way to honour that saint.

Pray also for your priests and bishops. Yes, we need a lot of prayer. If people are leaving the Church to join some sects, the priests and bishops are primarily responsible for this exodus.  Preaching at the priestly ordination of the deacons of the diocese of Rome on 7 May 2006, Benedict XVI cautioned the candidates: “‘To climb’ ‒ here too we can also see the image of careerism, the attempt to ‘get ahead’, to gain a position through the Church:  to make use of and not to serve. It is the image of a man who wants to make himself important, to become a person of note through the priesthood; the image of someone who has as his aim his own exaltation and not the humble service of Jesus Christ.” Something seems to be terribly wrong with our priorities. Are our priests and bishops victims of careerism? It is time that they sit back quietly and do some honest soul-searching, and enter into an open dialogue with people who can help them. All of us, but especially our priests and bishops need a deep conversion. Let us ask the Lord to give them a better understanding of their vocation, and greater generosity in the service of his people.

Subhash Anand, St. Paul’s School, Bhupalpura, Udaipur – 313001, Mobile: 8875128228

4 Responses to Why are Catholics leaving their church to join the Pentecostals?

1. Ladislaus L D'Souza says: July 30, 2013 at 5:48 pm 

The answer is simple: No rules and regulations to be observed, no obligations to be fulfilled – it’s a free life! One can pick and choose how one wants to practise the Faith. Just about anybody can become a pastor or padre or even a bishop and preach as and what they wish. The deserters fail to see that the Catholic Church has a history whose roots go deep into Christ’s very command to Peter no less to hold the keys to heaven whereas the protestants – and that includes the Pentecostals – have thousands of denominations and sects founded by just about anybody. They don’t have any value for Mary whom Catholics consider as the Virgin Mother of Jesus and, as such, the Theotokos, i.e. Mother of God. And yet, one learns of a “Mother of God Church” in Vasai! Then there is this Catholic D’Souza couple about whom I came across weird details on the net, the guy is a bishop and the wife is a pastor! Who ordained whom!?!?! So you see, it hardly matters that people who’ve understood about their faith are deserting the ship to sail on their own on crafts of uncertainty!!

2. Jack Daniels says: July 31, 2013 at 12:48 am 

Should this be the case then Ivan Cardinal Dias should have been excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church!

3. gordonjacobs2004 says: July 31, 2013 at 5:09 am 

Hello Subhash,

This is a very good question. It needs deep soul searching, and examination of ones inner reflection. Much appreciated you have raised the same.

Let me hasten to say that our religion is supreme, and there is no question to even consider otherwise. I say this to begin with as my thoughts can be twisted by some, to a preconceived desired end.

However I believe, the main issue is in the administration, and the relationship between the clergy and the people, who in fact form the Holy Catholic Church. The clergy has distanced itself from the people, and tends to behave in an autocratic manner. This is also coupled by some questionable assets and financial issues, and also cases of nepotism. I do recall an input from one of our clergy that they are Gods chosen ones. Does this mean that we the laity will not ever see the Pearly gates of heaven, and would float around like a bubble in a 7Up bottle?

There is a sense of mistrust among the people of the church, and attempts to resolve these soul searching issue with the higher up of the Archdiocese (I speak for Bombay) have hit a blank wall, as its is found convenient to sweep these issues under the carpet, with the hope that those concerned Catholics who bring up these issues, will give up in frustration. This will never even happen.

At Bombay, we have a handful of these issues, and have approached the administrative authorities of the archdiocese with the hope to find a solution and resolve the same within the community. This also has never happened for reasons known best by the Archdiocese administration.

However groups of concerned Catholics here will continue to struggle for the truth, and will not give up. Let this be known loud and clear.

I have ensured that your email and my response have been copied to Our Archbishop Cardinal Oswald Gracias and our Bishops, and priests and catholic institutions with the hope that we will soon see a speck of light in the tunnel. However as I have mentioned earlier our struggle will continue come what may.

We are in fact just asking to ensure that what belongs to Jesus Our Master, and His Blessed Mother are protected, and that what has been alleged taken away or stolen be returned. Don’t be shocked when I tell you that jewels of Our Blessed Mother have vanished in thin air from one of our churches at Bombay, and our Dear Cardinal Oswald Gracias quickly closed the issue without a proper and satisfactory investigation.

I am sure you will also be of the opinion, and conviction that we are not asking too much.

I am willing to an open debate on this issue, so will be the concerned Catholics from The Archdiocese of Bombay.

I am convinced that issued as mentioned above could be one of the many reasons why practicing Catholics are leaving the church to join other splinter groups. I see the end just around the corned in case we don’t stand up, take note and correct the course we are heading.

Thank you for allowing me to explain, and lending me your ear.

Gordon Jacobs

4. AK Raj says: August 2, 2013 at 3:44 pm 

‘We have so many going about in colorful habits and costly cassocks.’ …..

Give us a break, Rev. Subhash! “colorful habits”? Who wears these? The Banjara Gypsies?
And CASSOCKS!!! Costly or otherwise …. other than at church which priest wears this? You? 

Many Pentecostals and Evangelicals had their grounding in Catholic prayer meetings or “praise and worship” where they discovered that there is a direct line to the Holy Spirit and to Jesus without the mediation of the Catholic Church. They were “born again”. For some it is an opportunity for preaching. For others it has done away with the clutter of things like Reconciliation, the Eucharist…permanence of Marriage. The services they attend make them feel good. Hey – it’s the easier way to go about life and you are your own boss more often than not.

They will tell you that Jesus said that the only way to the Heavenly Father is through Him. Furthermore, they will quote you Scripture that says: “Call no man (your) Father”.

I doubt the Catholic Church chased them away.

May God Give Us Some More John Vianneys‏
http://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2013/08/03/may-god-give-us-some-more-john-vianneys%E2%80%8F/
Posted on August 3, 2013 by The Voice Of Bombay's Catholic Laity 

I am sending you the report on Neo-Pentecostalism*. You may not have enough time to read it. So I am drawing your attention to a part of the conclusion that needs our very urgent response.
“The data reveal a widely shared perception that the clergy of the mainline churches are responsible in several ways for the exodus of the believers to the Neo-Pentecostal sects. This is particularly true of the Catholic clergy…  Clearly, pastoral care in the Catholic Church leaves a lot to be desired.”

Honestly, for me it matters little whether people are Catholics of Neo-Pentecostals, Christians or not. What is important is that we are decent humans. What worries me is why people are leaving the Catholic Church. Our priests have the longest formation. What are they busy with – busy at all. In many dioceses they are present for many functions where they are not required at all, especially at birth- and feast-day parties, where very often a lot of hard liquor flows.
How can we respond?

1. Stop pampering your priests and bishops. Stop inviting them for functions, unless it involves an act that in the present understanding only a priest or bishop can do. If a priest can perform that act, there is no need to call the bishop. If one priest can do it, do not call others. “But if do not call they will be angry?” So often they are called to ‘grace’ the occasion. We are using them as social decorations. 
If you want to share your joy with others, then please do what Jesus said: “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich neighbours, lest they also invite you in return, and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (Lk 14.12-14) One reason why so many, especially the educated, are leaving the Church is because our priests do not know enough to handle contemporary issues or emotional problems. They need to spend time to study. Once they are ordained they are permanently insured. They need not put in efforts to update themselves. As a result very few do serious priestly studies after their ordination. Some are definitely eager to acquire as many secular degrees as possible.

2. Confront them. With what are they busy – if busy at all. If you do not then you are part of the tragedy, and not loyal to Jesus. It is time that we give up the traditional attitudes, which have been drilled into us precisely by the bishops and priests. They are not important. The Church is, and yet the impression is that many do not care for the Church. For them it is a matter of personal success. Many of our priests DO NOT HAVE A RIGHT TO CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF JOHN VIANNEY, THE SAINTLY PARISH PRIEST.

3. Stop giving donations to priests and bishops who are not concerned and who do not want to be accountable as to how they spend their time and money. Your generosity may be one reason why we can take things for granted. Our board and lodge, and even our life-long is taken care of by the mere fact that we ordained. All we need to do is to celebrate Mass. Then we can comfortably sit in our room and do what we like. Things will be provided.
Remember your priests and bishops have the longest training compared to pastors of other churches.

Subhash Anand, St. Paul’s School, Bhupalpura, Udaipur – 313001, Mobile: 8875128228

*Vidyajyoti Journal of Theological Reflection 61 (1997), pp. 307-320

The Challenge of Neo-Pentecostalism - An Empirical Study1 by Paul Parathazham 

Neo-Pentecostalism is arguably the fastest growing religious movement in the world today. In less than a hundred years it has emerged as a mass movement that is 400 million strong. In recent years the membership of the Pentecostal churches has been rising so rapidly that some observers believe that in the next century there will more Pentecostals than Catholics in the world. It is estimated that in Latin America alone eight thousand Catholics leave the Church every day to join the Pentecostal sects.2 In India, I too, the number of Catholics who join the Neo-Pentecostal groups have been growing steadily over the past two decades. It is in this context that the Doctrinal Commission of the CBCI and NBCLC, Bangalore, jointly commissioned a scientific study to investigate the reasons why more and more believers feel attracted to this movement. 

The study was designed and administered in 1995 by the students of the second year theology, Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth (Pontifical Athenaeum), Pune, under the direction of the Department of Social Sciences and the Faculty of Theology.3
In this study Neo-Pentecostal churches refer to those autonomous congregations, separated from the mainline churches and sharing the following common characteristics: (a) the belief that only those who are born again through the baptism of the Holy Spirit will be saved; (b) the acceptance of the Bible as the sole doctrinal authority; (c) the belief in the imminent second coming of Christ; (d) an antagonistic attitude towards the world; and (e) the adoption of a rigid morality and austere life-style. 

The investigation focused on the following aspects of the phenomenon: (a) the socio-religious background of the neo-Pentecostals; (b) the factors which motivated them to join the neo-Pentecostals; (c) their beliefs and moral code; (d) the impact of Neo-Pentecostalism on its adherents; and (e) the organizational structure of the Neo-Pentecostal churches. 

The study was conducted in nine different locations in the country: Ranchi, Jalpaiguri, Hyderabad, Tiruchirappalli, Tiruvalla, Calicut, Bangalore, Mumbai, and Pune.4 The main sample included four thousand five hundred and fifty-eight respondents drawn from 328 Neo-Pentecostal churches. The region-wise distribution of the sample is given in Table 1. 

Table 1: Distribution of the Sample by Region

	Region
	Frequency
	Percent

	Ranchi
	416
	9.2

	Jalpaiguri
	604
	13.3

	Hyderabad
	553
	12.2

	Tiruchirappalli
	458
	10.0

	Tiruvalla
	661
	14.5

	Calicut
	536
	11.8

	Bangalore
	552
	12.2

	Mumbai
	406
	9.0

	Pune
	352
	7.8

	Total
	4538
	100.0


In addition to the main sample, the study had also a secondary sample of one thousand five hundred Catholic respondents. The data was collected through interviews using a structured questionnaire, which was pre-tested in a pilot study conducted in Pune. 

All the data generated by this study cannot be reviewed here in detail. We shall highlight only the major features of Neo-Pentecostalism as they emerge from the data and then briefly analyse some of its implications for theology, liturgy and pastoral ministry in the Catholic Church. 

I. Salient Features of Neo-Pentecostalism

1. A Middle Class Phenomenon 

In India Neo-Pentecostalism is largely a middle class phenomenon. Seventy-two percent of our respondents belonged to the middle class or upper middle class; only twenty-eight percent were from the lower class. Nearly half the sample had at least some college education. Only about a third of the respondents had education of middle-school or less. Christian Neo-Pentecostals, that is, those who were formerly members of the mainline Christian churches, generally have a higher education level and economic status than the Non-Christians. 

It has been suggested by some sociologists that Pentecostalism is a movement of the underprivileged and the marginalised. Our data do not support this hypothesis.5 The rise of Neo-Pentecostalism, in India at least, cannot be viewed merely as an adaptive response to economic deprivation, a sort of a new opium of the masses in distress. 

2. Multi-Religious Membership 

Although historically Neo-Pentecostal sects are offshoots of Christian churches, our data show that in India they attract members not only from mainline Christian churches but also from Non-Christian religions. Forty-one percent of the Neo-Pentecostals in our sample were formerly Catholics, thirty-one percent, Non-Catholics, and twenty-eight percent, Non-Christians, mostly Hindus. 

Neo-Pentecostalism, therefore, is not a reaction to some malaise that is peculiar to the Christian churches, but rather a response to a need that the Non-Christian religions too fail to meet. However, our investigators could find hardly any Muslims who had joined the Neo-Pentecostals even in those areas where there is a strong Muslim presence. The fact that Muslim communities, much like the sects, are closely knit groups which enjoy a strong sense of fellowship could be one of the reasons why they do not feel attracted to the sects. Furthermore, Islamic fundamentalism, like that of the sects, probably gives the Muslims a sense of security and certainty and acts as a shield against the confusion and insecurity that pluralism engenders in the minds of people. 

It is also noteworthy that in Ranchi, Neo-Pentecostal sects have been able to attract very few tribal Catholics to their ranks. Of the 416 Neo-Pentecostals in the Ranchi sample, only sixteen percent were former Catholics; forty-five percent previously belonged to other Christian denominations, and thirty-nine percent to tribal religion. 

3. Traditional Religiosity and Sectarian Orientation 

Three-fourths of our respondents stated that they were personally ‘very religious’ (31%) or ‘moderately religious’ (43%) before joining the sects. And more than eighty percent indicated that they were brought up in families which were ‘very religious’ (31%) or ‘moderately religious’ (50%). Less than one-fifth (19%) characterized their families as ‘not-so-religious’. As Tables 3 and 4 reveal, the Catholic Neo-Pentecostals have an even stronger religious background compared to the Non-Catholic and Non-Christian Neo-Pentecostals. Almost eighty percent of the Catholics said they were personally ‘very religious’ or ‘moderately religious’ before their conversion, and nearly ninety percent characterised their families in similar fashion. 

Table 2: Family Religiosity by Previous Affiliation (Percent)

	Family Religiosity
	 Catholic
	 Non-Catholic
	 Non-Christian
	 Total

	Very Religious
	 38
	 27
	 24
	 31.

	Moderately Religious
	 49
	 55
	 47
	 50

	Not-so-religious
	 13
	 18
	 29
	 19

	Total
	 41
	 31
	 28
	 100


Table 3: Personal Religiosity by Previous Affiliation (Percent)

	Personal Religiosity
	 Catholic
	 Non-Catholic
	 Non-Christian
	 Total

	Very Religious
	 38
	 25
	 26
	 31

	Moderately Religious
	 41
	 49
	 40
	 43

	Not-so-religious
	 21
	 26
	 34
	 26

	Total
	 41
	 31
	 28
	 100


4. A Growing Phenomenon 

The data given in Table 4 about the year our respondents joined the movement gives us some indication of the rate of growth of Neo-Pentecostalism in India. Only about ten percent of our sample had joined the movement before 1980. About one-third of respondents joined in the 1980s, while more than half went over to the sects within the last five years. In India, therefore, the movement picked up momentum in the eighties, and in the nineties its growth has accelerated further. 

Table 4: Year of Joining the Movement

	Year of Joining
	 Frequency
	 Percent

	1950-69
	 125
	 3.0

	1970-79
	 298
	 7.1

	1980-89
	 1453
	 34.7

	1990s
	 2310
	 55.2

	Total
	 4186
	 100.0


The overwhelming majority of the respondents (93.5%) were first generation Neo-Pentecostals as most of them had joined the movement since the eighties. The movement is more popular among the youth and the middle-aged. The median age of the sample was thirty-seven, with eight-five percent below fifty years of age. 

5. Exposure through Experience 

The majority of the respondents (55%) said that they were introduced to the Pentecostal groups by their friends. A third of the sample stated that their first contact with the movement was through their family members. For the majority (51%) the first exposure to the Neo-Pentecostal church was through participation in their prayer meetings or healing sessions. Only some were influenced by their public preaching (24%) and Bible classes (19%). The experience they offer rather than the plausibility of what they teach seems to have greater bearing on the decision to join the sects. Conversion is seldom instantaneous. For the vast majority it was not easy to break away from their former church. Eighty-two percent took a year or longer before deciding to become full-fledged members of the Neo-Pentecostal church. 

6. Coping with Crisis 

The data strongly suggests that for the vast majority Neo-Pentecostalism was a way of coping with crisis. Eight out of ten Neo-Pentecostals we interviewed said that they were going through some crisis when they joined the Pentecostal movement. Seventy-three percent reported personal problems, fifty-one percent faced family problems, and twenty percent had financial problems prior to their joining the movement. A minority also spoke of disenchantment with modernity and conflict with their former church as factors that influenced their decision to join the Neo-Pentecostal group. As Table 5 indicates, the Non-Christian Neo-Pentecostals seem to have been more troubled by personal, family or financial problems. While few Non-Christians had any conflict with their previous religion, more than a quarter of the Catholics and about one-fifth of the Non-Catholics reported conflict with their former church. 

Table 5: Personal Disposition at the Time of Joining by Previous Affiliation (Percent)

	Personal Disposition
	 Catholic
	 Non-Catholic
	 Non-Christian
	 Total

	Personal Problem
	 70
	 67
	 82
	 73

	Family Problems
	 47
	 44
	 62
	 51

	Financial Problems
	 18
	 18
	 27
	 20

	Conflict with Church
	 26
	 19
	 2
	 17

	Disenchantment with Modernity
	 25
	 22
	 11
	 20


7. Neo-Pentecostalism and the Catholic Charismatic Movement 

The study also sought to investigate how many of those who have joined Neo-Pentecostal sects had been previously associated with the Catholic charismatic groups. Twenty-six percent of the Catholics who left the Church to join the Neo-Pentecostals were previously actively involved in the Catholic charismatic movement. Does this mean that the Catholic charismatic movement opens the door to the Neo-Pentecostal sects? In fact, eighteen percent of the Catholic~ whom we interviewed felt that the Catholic charismatic movement paves the way for Neo-Pentecostalism. However, our data do not provide any basis for checking if this perception is correct. It could be argued, perhaps with equal plausibility, that had it not been for the Catholic charismatic movement more Catholics would have left to join the sects. 

8. Quest for God Experience 

God experience is the most important factor that attracts believers to Neo-Pentecostalism. Eight out of ten respondents indicated God experience as the reason for joining the sects. Correspondingly, the lack of God experience is the most frequently cited reason for their disaffection with the former church. 

While the experience of God in the sect and its absence in the previous church are underscored by the Neo-pentecostals sects as the most important motivating factor, the Catholic perception in significantly different in this respect. When we asked our Catholic respondents why some of their fellow Catholics have joined the sects, less than a third of them (31 %) attributed it to God experience in the sects. A larger number (41%), however, saw lack of God experience as a negative factor that alienated them from the church. 

What the Neo-Pentecostals mean precisely by God experience is not clear, although they often characterize it as a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. Whether the God experience they speak of is authentic is a moot point. What does seem clear is that the sects enable them to have an experience which is so deeply moving that it brings about radical changes in their values and life-style. 

9. Centrality of the Bible 

It is well known that the Neo-Pentecostals place great emphasis on the Bible. They are able fo quote verses from the different books of the Bible with amazing ease. About three-fourths of the respondents (76%) highlighted the central place accorded to the Bible in the life and worship of the sects as a positive factor that appealed to them. The importance of this is also borne out by the fact that sixty-one percent of the Neo-Pentecostals stressed that the neglect of Scripture was a reason why they left their former church.

Former Catholics complained more frequently about the neglect of Scripture than the Non-Catholics. And they are more appreciative of the primacy given to the Bible in the sects. In fact, for the former Catholics the centrality of the Bible is even more important than God experience. The Catholics, too, share this perception. In their opinion, the centrality of the Bible is the most inviting feature of the sects. 

It should be noted that the Neo-Pentecostals adopt an extremely fundamentalist approach to the Bible. As Table 6 reveals almost all of them feel that “the Bible has answers to all the problems of life”, that “God speaks only through the Bible”, and that “whatever is said in the Bible is literally true.” Only a few would admit that “the Bible needs to be interpreted critically,” and even fewer would acknowledge that “Scriptures of other religions are also true.” It is surprising that the education level of the respondent has no bearing on the way he or she looks at the Bible.

Table 6: Perspectives on the Bible

	
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure

	Gods speaks only through the Bible
	87
	10
	3

	Bible has answers to all our problems
	95
	4
	1

	What is said in the Bible is literally true
	90
	3
	7

	Bible needs to be interpreted critically
	17
	69
	14

	Truth in Scriptures of other religions, too
	10
	74
	16 


10. The Spirit of Fellowship 

There is strong evidence to suggest that those who join the Neo-Pentecostal sects are seeking fellowship. Fifty-five percent said one of the reasons why they left the previous church is that they missed fellowship there. Positively, seventy-four percent of the respondents stated that the spirit of fellowship they found in the sects influenced their decision to join them. The majority of the Catholics (60%) too feel that fellowship is an important reason for the appeal of Neo-Pentecostalism. 

Compared to the Catholic Pentecostals, the Non-Catholics feel more keenly the absence of fellowship in their church. Similarly, those who experienced personal problems were more likely to complain about the lack of fellowship in their previous church. Understandably, they also value it more in their new church. 

No doubt, there is a great sense of fellowship among the members of the Neo-Pentecostal sects. But our data also suggest that this spirit of fellowship, for all practical purposes, is limited to those who belong to their sect. For example, nearly three-fourths of the respondents (74%) would not approve of their sect members marrying anyone other than a “born-again” Christian. Only eight percent said they would be open to praying with another religious group including Non-Christians. The vast majority (72%) reject the possibility of salvation to anyone who is not a “born-again” Christian. These and other findings confirm the popular notion that the sects tend to be socially and theologically exclusivist. 

11. Neo-Pentecostalism and the Clergy 

The data reveal a widely shared perception that the clergy of the mainline churches are responsible in several ways for the exodus of the believers to the Neo-Pentecostal sects. This is particularly true of the Catholic clergy.6 
Fifty-eight percent of the former Catholics, as opposed to forty-one percent of the Non-Catholics, stated that the lack of pastoral care was a reason for their leaving the church. And among the Catholics themselves, lack of pastoral care is the most frequently cited reason (61 %) for the departure of fellow Catholics to join the sects. 

Forty percent of the Catholics and nearly as many (37%) former Catholics believe that the unedifying life of the clergy is also a reason why many choose to leave the Church. Interestingly, the Non-Catholics have a more positive opinion of their clergy. Only twenty percent feel that their clergy lead an unedifying life. A similar difference in perception is also noticed with regard to the question of the domination of the clergy. A third of the Catholics and former Catholics identified the domination of the clergy as an alienating factor, whereas only a fifth of the Non-Catholics did so. 

The teaching function in the church is traditionally exercised by the clergy. The clergy is found wanting in this area too. Thirty-five percent of the former Catholics blamed confusing teachings for their disillusionment with the church. 

12. Meaningful Worship 

A large number of respondents also testified that they find the worship in the sects more appealing and meaningful than the liturgy or their former church. Nearly half of the respondents said that they found the worship in the sects meaningful, while they characterized the liturgy of their former church as uninteresting and routine. Moreover, the experience of the gifts of the Spirit adds to the worship of the sects a dimension which is virtually absent in the mainline churches. 

13. A Born-Again Experience 

The “born-again” experience appears to have brought about profound and enduring changes in the lives of the Neo-Pentecostals. An overwhelming seventy-nine percent claimed that they have become more prayerful, while a substantial majority reported that they are now more at peace with themselves (70%), have grown closer to Jesus (65%), and have developed a greater liking for the Bible. Fifty-two percent became more open to the will of God, and forty-nine percent were able to give up bad habits like smoking and drinking as the result of the ‘born-again’ experience. 

At the family level, the vast majority now experience greater love and harmony (77%); and the family prayer is said more fervently than before (65%). Although sixty percent feel that they are now able to relate to others better, only one-fourth indicated that they have developed a concern, for those outside their fellowship. This is consistent with the earlier finding that the social circle of the Neo-Pentecostals is limited largely to the members of their own sect. It is interesting to note that relatively few (32%) testified to a greater sensitivity to social evils because of the born-again experience. 

Acceptance of a strict, one might even say ‘puritanical’, moral code is another conspicuous change induced by the born-again experience. More than ninety-five percent of the Neo-Pentecostals were of the opinion that the use of alcohol and tobacco are morally wrong. More than two-thirds held a similar view with regard to wearing of jewellery and watching movies. One-fifth considered even medical treatment morally wrong. 

14. An Eschatological People 

The Neo-Pentecostals are an eschatological people. Almost all of them saw wars, natural calamities, terrorism, and the growth of materialism and immorality in the modem world as signs that the second coming of Jesus is imminent. However, they could not say when exactly it would take place. 

Their strong belief that the end of time is near probably explains why the Neo-Pentecostals hardly concern themselves with structural sins and show little enthusiasm for bringing about a more humane and just social order. When asked about the greatest evils of our times, the majority (60%) pointed to personal sins; less than five percent pointed to structural evils like injustice and violence. 

The belief in the imminent second coming, coupled with the conviction that only the born-again will be saved, could be the motivating force behind the sense of urgency and extraordinary zeal one notices in their efforts to convert people to their faith. In fact nearly three-fourths of the Neo-Pentecostals claimed that the born again experience made them more committed to witnessing. Visiting houses and inviting people to their prayer meetings and healing sessions are the most commonly used methods of recruiting people to their movement. 

II. Theological and Pastoral Implications

The rise of Neo-Pentecostalism attests to a new spiritual awakening in the world. It is a sign of the times that challenges the church to eschew complacency, examine anew its priorities and explore new ways of being Church. The proliferation of the sects and the growing numbers of the faithful who join them underscore the need for fresh initiatives in several areas of the Church’s life and ministry. Allow me now briefly to outline some of these areas. 

1. God Experience 

Our respondents across the country have emphatically stated that ‘God experience’ is the secret of their abiding fascination with the sects. 
Even while granting that this ‘God experience’ may be of dubious authenticity, one cannot deny that the sects successfully satisfy the deep yearning of the humans for a personal experience of God. Furthermore, it is an experience that has the power to move hearts and change lives, often radically. 

We need to ask ourselves why the church is not as successful as the sects in mediating a personal experience of God. Is it because in our catechesis we fail to impress upon the faithful that a personal experience of God is, and should be, the basis of all genuine faith-commitment? Have we, wittingly or unwittingly, communicated to them that Christian life consists in the acceptance of a set of doctrines and conformity to certain practices? 

Community worship, the Pentecostals point out, is for them the most powerful medium of God experience. Why is it that our liturgy and sacraments often fail to evoke such an experience of God? Is it because the worship of the Pentecostals is spontaneous, affective, participative, while ours tend to be ritualistic, formal, and cerebral? We need to reflect on how our liturgy and sacraments can be effectively transformed from mechanical rituals to meaningful experiences. Here the Catholic charismatic renewal groups can, perhaps, show us the way. 

2. Rediscovering the Bible 

The Neo-Pentecostals have retrieved the Bible from the book-shelves and enthroned it in the centre of their lives. They have demonstrated that the Word of God has tremendous power to move human hearts. As we have seen, the central place the sects accord to the Bible is the most important factor that attracts the Catholics to their ranks. And the vast majority of the Catholics who left to join them complained of the neglect of Scripture in the Church. 

Within the Catholic tradition the study of Scripture has never been vigorously fostered among the lay people. The Scriptures have remained largely an exclusive possession of the clergy. There is today a growing thirst among the lay people for the word of God. And if the Church fails to take effective steps to promote a critical appreciation of the Bible among the laity, many more may be enticed by the literal and fundamentalist interpretation of the Bible in the sects. 

3. Fellowship 

Modernization has seriously eroded the traditional moorings of individuals and communities. Socially and culturally uprooted, modem people find themselves in a situation which Peter Berger has aptly termed ‘homelessness’. In this context it is not surprising that many flock to small, face-to-face communities like the sects in search of fellowship. 

The findings of our study make it amply clear that the Neo-Pentecostals value and cherish the fellowship they experience in their churches. A strong sense of community was in evidence in all the churches which participated in our study. Since they are relatively small groups, interpersonal contact is extensive and each member feels a sense of identity and belonging. The pastor, together with the group, constitutes a support system for the individual especially in times of need or distress. 

The Pentecostal churches point to a felt need of all worshippers to be in communion with each other. The data suggests that this need is largely unmet in the mainline churches. Owing to the large size of our parishes, the parishioners tend to remain unconnected and anonymous. Hence the experience of fellowship is superficial or at best accidental. Even our liturgical gatherings tend to be so large that the faithful often feel more like spectators than participants. . 

Our present parish structures are hardly conducive to fostering fellowship among the faithful. There is an urgent need to consider alternative models of parish organization. Could basic Christian communities be an answer? 

4. Pastoral Care 

We have seen that nearly sixty percent of the former Catholics pointed to lack of pastoral care as a reason for their leaving the church. And according to the Catholics, lack of pastoral care is the most important reason why fellow Catholics leave the church to join the sects. Furthermore, eighty percent or more of those left the church did so as they were going through a crisis. Clearly, pastoral care in the Catholic Church leaves a lot to be desired.7 

Given the large size of the parishes and dwindling supply of priests, it is unlikely that we will able to provide adequate pastoral care to our faithful as long as pastoral ministry is the exclusive responsibility of the priest. Time has come, it seems to me, to induct religious women and lay people in a big way as pastoral agents so that the church can provide pastoral care with a personal touch. 

5. Coping with Pluralism 

For most humans, religious beliefs and practices are what provide meaning and orientation amidst the ambiguities, puzzles and paradoxes that are endemic to the human condition. The rise of pluralism and the explosion of knowledge in the modern world, however, have severely shaken the plausibility of several traditional religious definitions and practices, leaving many disoriented and insecure. In the Catholic Church the problem has been exacerbated by the profound changes ushered in by the Second Vatican Council. Today many Catholics are intellectually unsettled; they are not as sure as they used to be of the validity of their beliefs and practices. 

Neo-Pentecostalism may be seen as a product of this uncertainty. The exodus of believers from the mainline churches to the fundamentalist sects is in a sense a flight from uncertainty to certainty. 
By affirming unequivocally that all that is said in the Bible is literally true and that the Bible has answers to all the problems of life, the Pentecostal sects successfully meet modem people’s need for certainty and security. 

The Catholic Church and the other mainline churches seem to have failed in this respect. Because of the fast pace of change within the Church and the world at large many Catholics have lost their traditional moorings. The Church urgently needs to address the problem of how to help these Catholics to cope with their sense of uncertainty and disorientation, without yielding to the fundamentalist temptation of interpreting the Scriptures and tradition literally with sectarian certitude. 

III. Conclusion

Finally, what should be our attitude towards the Neo-Pentecostal sects? No doubt, a critical appraisal of the beliefs and practices of the sects is called for. There is also an urgent need to educate the faithful about what is unacceptable in the sects from the Catholic faith perspective. However, we must guard against the tendency to adopt a combative stance vis-a-vis the movement by denouncing it as mere sheep-stealing. In this regard the guidelines issued by the Vatican Secretariate for Promoting Christian Unity about the attitude that should characterize our approach to the sects are instructive. 

If we are to be true to our own beliefs and principles - respect for human person, respect for religious freedom, faith in the action of the Spirit working in unfathomable ways for the accomplishment of God’s loving will for all humankind, for each individual man, woman and child ‒ we cannot simply be satisfied with condemning and combating the sects ... The “challenge” of the new religious movements is to stimulate our own renewal for a greater pastoral efficacy. It is surely also to develop within ourselves the mind of Christ in their regard, trying to understand “where they are,” and, where possible, reaching out to them in Christian love.8 

 This is a revised version of a paper presented at the North Plenary Assembly of the Conference of the Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI-LR) held in Mangalore, 88-12 January, 1997. 

2 See Walter J. HOLLENWEGER, “From Azusa Street to the Toronto Phenomenon: Historical Roots of the Pentecostal Movement,” Concilium, 1996/3.
3 [Then Dr. Paul Parathazham was part of the Department of Social Sciences, and was the main guide of this whole study.] 

4 The Pune data is not included in this presentation. Those of the findings from Pune were not significantly different from the rest of the country.
5 See, for example, Nils BLOCH-HOELL, The Pentecostal Movement, Copenhagen: Scandinavian University Books, 1964; and Walter HOLLEN WEGER, The Pentecostals, London: SCM Press, 1972. [It should be remembered that this study is based on the data collected in India. In other countries, it may well be the poor who flock to Neo-Pentecostal churches, as is now happening in South America.]
6 [Emphasis added. This whole section needs very careful reading so as to respond effectively to the exodus.]

7[Emphasis added.]

8 “Sects or New Religious Movements: A Pastoral Challenge”, L’Osservatore Romano, No. 20, 19th May 1986, p. 8. 
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Where the Bishop is, there let the multitude of believers be; even as where Jesus is, there is the Catholic Church.
-Ignatius of Antioch, 1st century A.D.

But I would not believe in the Gospel, had not the authority of the Catholic Church already moved me.
- St. Augustine, Contra epistolam Manichaei
"Secularism and de-Christianization are gaining ground, relativism is growing and the influence of Catholic ethics and morals is in constant decline. Many people abandon the Church or, if they stay, accept only a part of Catholic teaching, picking and choosing between only certain aspects of Christianity."
- Pope Benedict XVI to the German Bishops, World Youth Day, 2005      
               
What has produced this situation?

"A Dictatorship of Relativism is confronting the world. ... Catholics cannot remain immature in the faith, as they run the risk of being tossed away here and there by any doctrinal wind ... A clear Faith, based upon the Creed of the Church" is needed.
-Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, at the Conclave that elected him Pope. 

A solution:

"What the Church needs today is a new Apologetics for the people, so that they may understand what the Church teaches" - "Re-evangelize the Baptized!" 
-Pope John Paul II 
The Church is the Ship outside which it is impossible to understand the Divine Word, for Jesus spoke from the boat to the people gathered on the shore. 
-St. Hilary of Poitiers
"To be deep in history is to cease to be Protestant."
- Bl. John Henry Cardinal Newman
To paraphrase Bishop Fulton Sheen, "There are not one hundred people who hate the Catholic Church, but there are millions who hate what they wrongly perceive the Catholic Church to be."

"It's easy to be Catholic - it's just easier not to be". The result of this choice is eternal!
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Consequences of leaving the Church
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/df/viewanswer.asp?QID=160   

April 3, 2011

If one is a baptized and confirmed Catholic and is exposed to the truth, but for example finds him or herself converting to a Protestant denomination later in life because out of the sincerity of heart he/she is not convinced of something like transubstantiation, or believes that the use of authority by men has created more confusion than cohesion, is his/her soul in peril?

What if this person believes in everything else the Catholic Church believes in (i.e. is pro-life, faith + works, free will and non-Calvinistic predestination) but may not enjoy Catholic worship and so decides to enlist in Protestant worship, which many often find more spiritually elevating?

What if, also, this person is highly respectful of the Catholic Church, refusing to ever take its Eucharist if the person finds itself in a Catholic mass, and also instructs non-Catholics to be dreadfully careful not to abuse it, regardless if they do not believe in transubstantiation? -Ryan
Any Catholic who leaves the Catholic Church for any reason is in danger of losing their soul. It is a grave sin to leave the Church.

Transubstantiation is a dogma of the faith. Any Catholic who denies that dogma, or obstinately doubts this dogma, is in a state of heresy and thereby automatically excommunicated.

If a person doubts such things, they have a duty to seek counsel from their confessor and/or others to resolve those doubts. Catholic Answers has some pamphlets that I recommend that explain the Sacraments.

Only God can know if there is some mental problem or other factor to which the person's will is impaired and thus not responsible for their actions. Thus, we cannot say that a person leaving the Church is going to hell. But, we can say that they are risking hell by this action.

As far as abuse of power, there is not a single institution or organization that has ever existed in the history of the human race that has not had problems with abuse of power and with scandal. 
The men and women in the Church are no exception. To leave the Church over this is a sorry excuse. There would be no where to go to find someplace with abuse of power and scandal do not exist at one time or another.

Actually, the fact that we have had corrupt popes, bishops, and priests and yet the Church still exists whole and secure in Christ is a testament to the fact that the Church is the Bride of Christ. Not even corrupt popes can bring her down. No other organization in history has survived such abuse and scandal. The fact of the matter is that even with corrupt men in the papal Chair, none of those men changed even a dotted "i" of Church dogma. They can't because God said that the official Doctrines of the Church shall never be corrupted (the gates of hell shall never prevail against the Church). Either that is true or God is a liar.

As far as "enjoying" the Mass, I think those people ought to stop their baby whining and grow up. The Mass is not meant to be entertainment. It is about worshiping the God of the Universe. There is nothing more spiritually uplifting than that.

The people who make this complaint do not worship God, they worship "feeling good." It is a form of idolatry called sensualism, and a form of hedonism. The First Commandment forbids us from worshiping any other gods. Our "feelings" cannot replace genuine worship of the True and One God. Besides, what happens when one doesn't "feel" spiritual? Do they go into a spiritual depression? Genuine spirituality is not affected by the transient nature of emotions (which are biologically based and can come and go in a heart-beat).

If a person learns what is going on in Mass, the symbolism of the colors, sounds, smells, sacred (not folk) music, prayers, etc. they will find themselves invigorated in their faith.

If they want entertainment, the devil will more than happy to accommodate their immaturity.

As for your last question of a respectful Catholic, it is good that he does not partake of the Eucharist and counsels others to not abuse the Eucharist. But, any Catholic who does not believe in transubstantiation is a heretic, is automatically excommunicated, and is in danger of losing his soul.

In addition, this respect of the Church is false. If the person does not believe in Christ in the Eucharist, then he has abandoned Christ. That is not very respectful.

Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments" (John 14:15). One of the commandments (teachings) of Jesus is detailed in John 6:

So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him" (﻿﻿John 6:53﻿-56)

The Real Presence of our Lord in the Eucharist was taught by our Lord personally. The commandment to partake of the Eucharist was personally commanded by our Lord.

If we do believe this and practice this then we do not love Jesus no matter how much we say we do. We can do all sort of good works in His name and yet not love him. Jesus dealt with type of person:

"Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers'." (Matthew 7:21-23)

Beware those who flirt with heresy. Your souls could be required tonight. If one dies caught in unrepentant sin of heresy they risk hell. –Benjamin Mathew and Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Consequences of leaving the Church

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=69
July 21, 2004

Recently it seems that whenever I meet new people, the subject of religion comes up. I'll hear "Are you Christian?" to which I would reply "I'm Catholic." Well sir, that's when the other person usually smiles and says something to the effect that they were brought up Catholic, but now worship in a "new way" at a protestant or non-denominational church.
They would say that the Catholic mass was no longer "resonating" with them, that they found a "better way to worship." They call Catholicism their "parent's religion."
My question is, does the Catholic Church have a problem with parishioners leaving the faith? I look around my Church on Sunday, and notice quite a few elderly folks, but I also notice that there aren't as many young families and people under 30 as there should be. I would bet that the number leaving is greater than the number undergoing the RCIA. –Raphael
Catholics who defect from the Catholic Faith and join some denomination are risking their soul. Defection from the Catholic Church is a grave sin.
It is ONLY the Catholic Church that is the Church that Christ Founded and has the fullness of the faith. Protestant "churches" are technically not churches at all, but merely ecclesial fellowships.
To leave the Catholic Church is to thumb one's nose at God and telling God that we know more than God. 

As for as numbers, the Catholic Church is experiencing a major growth. There is a mass exodus of Protestant preachers who have converted to the Catholic Church. I am one of them. I was a Baptist preacher for 15 years. Some of these converting preachers have brought with them their entire congregations.
There are so many Non-Catholic ministers converting to the Church that a special organization had to be formed to help them with the process.
Those who leave the Church leave for various reasons. Many people leave because of sin (usually sexual), they want to fornicate or otherwise be a reprobate. Or there is some other teaching of the Church that they arrogantly refuse to follow. Or they are so poorly catechized (which is the fault of the parish leadership) that they have no idea what the Catholic Faith really is about.
There is one thing that is absolutely true and sure: no one who is sane, who loves God, and who understands the Faith of Jesus (which is the same faith of the Church) would leave the Catholic Church. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Consequences of leaving the Church

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1033
May 29, 2008

What would happen to a person who becomes a full member of the Catholic Church through RCIA and then they fall away from the Church and their commitment they made? 
They are now deemed to know the truth and would be held responsible at their judgement for their decision, correct? Would they be in mortal sin for willfully missing Mass and forgetting the commitment of faith they made?
If they never have joined RCIA and educated themselves, they would still be in invincible ignorance, correct?
Do people who are considering RCIA need to be made 100% clear that what they are doing is a life commitment that will bind them to sin if they leave it? –Scott

No matter how a person becomes a Catholic, to leave the Catholic Church is a Grave Sin.

As to whether or not this will constitute mortal sin depends. For a sin to be mortal three things must be true:

1) The sin must be grave (this one is)

2) The person must know that it is grave

3) The person must be able to exercise unimpaired free choice to commit the sin

It is very unlikely that a person who grows up Catholic, or becomes a Catholic in adulthood (regardless of RCIA) can claim that he does not know that to leave the Faith is Grave sin. I suppose it is possible in some weird way, but it is unlikely.

The third requirement for mortal sin is usually the one in question. Some people may leave the church because of mental defect, emotional duress, or some other circumstance that impairs their ability to make a free choice.

It is incorrect that a person who educates himself instead of attending RCIA is in invincible ignorance. There are many other ways of learning the faith than from RCIA. If the person is educating himself he should come across the Salvation only in the Church doctrine.

It should be noted that even if the RCIA class, or one's parents, never taught the person that leaving the Church is sin, that does not automatically let the person off the hook. The Church teaches that we have an obligation to seek the truth for ourselves. While our teachers will be held accountable, our own responsibility to seek the truth remains. Thus, this may mean in some circumstances a person is still culpable and cannot claim invincible ignorance.

Those interested in the faith should certainly be told that joining the Catholic Church is a permanent commitment and that to leave is a sin. But, whether or not the teachers teach that, all have a responsibility to learn the basic doctrines of the faith.

Since we have many resources on the Internet and with the Catechism of the Catholic Church there is little excuse.

I might add that the Church also teaches that willful ignorance, a desire to not read the Catechism, for example, in order to keep oneself in ignorance of the Faith INCREASES one's culpability.

Ultimately only God knows where the lines are drawn between degrees of culpability and invincible ignorance. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1034 EXTRACT
May 30, 2008

The one thing you cannot do is defect from the Church and return to Protestantism. To be clear on the point, to leave is a grave sin and it abandons Christ in the Eucharist. You would risk your soul to do such a thing. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
﻿
Salvation of those Catholics who leave the Church or whose faith is lapsed

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1981        
August 21, 2011

I have read in some of your posts that if an unbeliever is not convinced of the message of the Gospel then maybe he/she may still attain salvation even if they have rejected Christ.

Many in my Catholic family (all baptised and raised Catholics) have entered very deeply into New Age practises (following gurus, psychics, reiki etc.) and are very convinced in what they believe and have rejected Christ and His teachings (stating that Christ was just another guru like the rest of them). They even twist passages in the Bible to justify their beliefs in reincarnation and even go on to state that the Bible has been altered. My sister in law (again born and baptised Catholic) converted to Islam in order to marry a Muslim man and now is trying to convert the rest of the family simply stating that Jesus never did die on the Cross and it was all a deception.

Will they be held accountable for their words and actions? Or will they be forgiven and accepted in God's Kingdom since they were not convinced about Jesus? They otherwise seem to be like normal people trying to do good. –Genny
It is possible for a non-believer to be saved "through no fault of his own he does not know Christ or his Church." This does not apply to your family members as they are baptized Catholics and were raised in the faith. They are not invincibly ignorant like a Hindu might be or a person in a tribe in the middle of the Amazon who has never heard of Christ.

Non-Catholic Christians can be saved because they have a faith in Christ, and are validly baptized, even though they are not convinced of the Catholic Church. They can have an invincible ignorance of the necessity that Christ gives to be in His Church. In other words, they grew up non-Catholic and do not know any better.

But, when a person is convinced that the Catholic Church is the true Church, he risks his soul if he does not formally join the Catholic Church. This is what happened to me. I became convinced and thus I had a choice to make -- remain Protestant and be a hypocrite and jeopardize my soul, or join the Catholic Church. I joined the Catholic Church.

None of this applies to your family members, however, because they were baptized and grew-up Catholic. They will be held accountable. To leave the Catholic Church, once being Catholic, is a grave sin. Those Catholics who abandon the Church risk their souls to hell.

But, we must remember the Church's teaching on mortal sin. For a sin to be mortal three things must be true.

1) The sin must be grave. (A Catholic leaving the Church completely or going into heresy or schism is grave).

2) The person must know the sin is grave (your family members know this even if they now reject the idea. One cannot feign ignorance and get by with it. In fact, those Catholic who feign ignorance or deliberate choose to remain ignorant are more culpable).

3) The person knowing that the sin is grave must decide to do it anyway. That choice must be unimpaired so that it is truly a free choice, positive volition.

It is in the third criteria that we have hope.  What can impair a person's free choice and thereby reduce culpability? Psychological conditions, psychiatric conditions, failure of parents, priests, and nuns to properly teach the faith when they were children, experiences that have tainted their view of the Catholic Church or of God, or being deluded (conned) into aberrant views, etc.

The family members who are into the New Age have been convinced by someone, but they still had to make choices.

The family member who became Muslim has been blinded by "love", or what she thinks is love.

They are all at risk of damnation. Only God can know where the lines are drawn concerning culpability. Has there been something in these people's lives that has lead them astray to which they are not fully culpable? Only God knows.

In situations like this the nature of our prayers is to pray that they will return to the faith before they die, or that there are mitigating circumstances that only God knows that reduces the grave sin to venial or otherwise reduces the culpability so that they may reach heaven by the skin-of-their-teeth.

It is sad, but we can hope. One thing to keep in mind is that no one goes to hell by mistake. One does not trip into hell. A person must reject God's love and salvation with freedom of volition to choose that course without any hindrance to their freedom.

God is a loving God. He will give them, and each of us, all the chances possible to accept His love and forgiveness. But, God does not force anyone into His heaven. We can choose, if that choice is freely made, to reject God's offer.

We will pray that your family members will come to their senses and return to the Faith that loves them and can save them.

We have a prayer for those who are wayward from the Church that you may wish to pray for your family members. It is called, Hedge Prayer for Return of Wayward Catholics. There is another one called, Proxy Deliverance Prayer for a Friend or Relative. I recommend both of these prayers. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Denying Catholic teaching: Formal heresy [as against material heresy]
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2010 

October 4, 2011

Are religions heretical that teach false doctrine or anti catholic untruths? –Michael
Technically, a formal heresy can be committed only by a Catholic who has rejected Church teaching in favor of some novelty that is heretical.

Protestants and other religions are in what is called "material heresy." This means that the person or group never held the Catholic Faith in the first place, and through no fault of their own do not know or accept the Catholic Faith. Such persons honestly and innocently believe what they have been taught by their spiritual leaders, and do not know or recognise when their leader may teach what the Catholic Church considers a heresy.

This distinction has to do with levels of accountability. A Catholic who denies the faith has deliberately decided to reject some point of doctrine. That makes him a heretic and fully culpable.

But, those who were never Catholic and never held the Catholic faith are less accountable because they know no better. They grew-up in their religious faith and honestly believe what they have been taught.

If, however, someday these persons come to know the fullness of the Catholic Faith, and then reject it, they too will be fully accountable before God. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
 www.ephesians-511.net michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 
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