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                                                                   NOVEMBER 20, 2015
Explanation of Some Cult Beliefs
“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it” - Pope St. Felix III
Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, CAPS, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.
Q:

Could you explain how the doctrines of the Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons and Seventh Day Adventists differ from the Catholic doctrines? -Capt. Mervin John Lobo, Mahim, Mumbai, India

A:

First of all, to give a comprehensive answer to this question would result in a voluminous size report; something I could not do here. What I will do to give you an idea of the differences is to take three doctrines of each religion and compare them to the Catholic doctrine. 

Jehovah Witnesses
“They see the Trinity as a demonic doctrine. Witnesses do not consider Christ to be the eternal God, the creator of the universe, and our great High Priest. They do not believe in Hell.”
 
Catholic

“The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three persons, the "consubstantial Trinity. The divine persons do not share the one divinity among themselves but each of them is God whole and entire: The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the Father is, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; three persons indeed that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e. by nature one God. In the words of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), each of the persons is that supreme reality, viz., the divine substance, essence or nature."
 
“Jesus himself affirms that God is ‘the one Lord’ whom you must love ‘with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength’. At the same time Jesus gives us to understand that he himself is ‘the Lord’. To confess that Jesus is Lord is distinctive of Christian faith. This is not contrary to belief in the One God. Nor does believing in the Holy Spirit as ‘Lord and giver of life’ introduce any division into the One God: We firmly believe and confess without reservation that there is only one true God, eternal infinite (immensus) and unchangeable, incomprehensible, almighty and ineffable, the Father and the Son, but one essence, substance or nature entirely simple.”
 
“The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell, "eternal fire." The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which he longs.”

Mormons or The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
“The Mormon Jesus is not eternal God, able to save them to the uttermost.”
 
“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe The Book of Mormon to be the word of God. We claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty God according to the dictates of our own conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship how, where, or what they may.”
 
Catholic 

“Jesus Christ is true God and true man.”
 
"The Christian economy, therefore, since it is the new and definitive Covenant, will never pass away; and no new public revelation is to be expected before the glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christian faith cannot accept ‘revelations’ that claim to surpass or correct the Revelation of which Christ is the fulfillment, as is the case in certain non-Christian religions and also in certain recent sects which base themselves on such "revelations.”
 
“In the formation of conscience the Word of God is the light for our path, we must assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into practice. We must also examine our conscience before the Lord's Cross. We are assisted by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by the witness or advice of others and GUIDED BY THE AUTHORITATIVE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH.”
 
“Faith is the sum total of revealed truths given by God, which is often called the deposit of faith ‒ the doctrines of the (Catholic) Church.”


Seventh Day Adventists

Twenty-Eight doctrines compromise the core beliefs of the Seventh Day Adventists.
 
“The Holy Scriptures are the infallible revelation of His (God’s) Will. They are the standard of character, the test of experience, the authoritative revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy record of God’s acts in history.”
  
“In Christ’s life of perfect obedience to God’s Will, His suffering, death, and resurrection, God provided the only means of atonement for human sin, so that those who by faith accept this atonement may have eternal life, and the whole creation may better understand the infinite and holy love of the Creator. This perfect atonement vindicates the righteousness of God’s law and the graciousness of His character; for it both condemns our sin and provides for our forgiveness.”
 
“The Lord’s Supper is a participation in the emblems of the body and blood of Jesus as an expression of faith in Him, our Lord and Savior. In this experience of Communion Christ is present to meet and strengthen His people. As we partake, we joyfully proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again. Preparation for the Supper includes self-examination, repentance, and confession.”
 
Catholic
"That in this sacrament are the true Body of Christ and his true Blood is something that 'cannot be apprehended by the senses,' says St. Thomas, 'but only by faith, which relies on divine authority.' For this reason, in a commentary on Luke 22:19 ('This is my body which is given for you.'), St. Cyril says: 'Do not doubt whether this is true, but rather receive the words of the Savior in faith, for since he is the truth, he cannot lie.'"
 
“Only validly ordained priests can preside at the Eucharist and consecrate the bread and the wine so that they become the Body and Blood of the Lord.”
 
“Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of the Holy Spirit. Holy Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted to the apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. It transmits it to the successors of the apostles so that, enlightened by the Spirit of Truth, they may faithfully preserve, expound and spread it abroad by their preaching. As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, does not derive her certainty about all revealed truths from the Holy Scriptures alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honored with equal sentiments of devotion and reverence.”
 
“It is clear therefore that, in the supremely wise arrangement of God, Sacred Tradition, Sacred Scripture, and the Magisterium of the Church are so connected and associated that one of them cannot stand without the others. Working together, each in its own way, under the action of the one Holy Spirit, they all contribute effectively to the salvation of souls.”
  
“Baptism, by imparting the life of Christ’s grace, erases original sin and turns a man back towards God, but the consequences for nature, weakened and inclined to evil, persist in man and summon him to spiritual battle.”
 
”It is through the sacrament of Penance that the baptized can be reconciled with God and with the Church: This sacrament of Penance is necessary for salvation for those who have fallen after Baptism.”
 
"Individual, integral confession and absolution remain the only ordinary way for the faithful to reconcile themselves with God and the Church, unless physical or moral impossibility excuses from this kind of confession."
 
“Since Christ entrusted to his apostles the ministry of reconciliation, bishops who are their successors, and priests, the bishops' collaborators, continue to exercise this ministry. Indeed bishops and priests, by virtue of the sacrament of Holy Orders, have the power to forgive all sins "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
 
NOTE: Seventh Day Adventists do not have valid bishops or priests.

Another revealing fact is when these churches were started and by whom:

· “Catholic Church was founded in the year 33 AD by Jesus Christ (God) in Jerusalem. Our Church can be traced day-by-day from 33 AD to the present with a continuous unbroken succession line of popes.

· The Mormon Church was started in 1830 by Joseph Smith (a person) in New York.

· The Seventh Day Adventist Church was started in 1844 by Ellen White (a person) in Washington, NH.

· The Jehovah’s Witnesses Church started in 1874 by Charles Taze Russell (a person) in Pennsylvania.”

If I can be of further assistance, please ask.

This report prepared on April 20, 2011 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>.  Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. 
PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY DOCTRINAL ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
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Seventh-day Adventism is not a cult. It does promote some strange ideas, including some with a decidedly anti-Catholic foundation, but it is a genuinely Christian denomination. Its members are both validly baptized Christians and theologically Christian in their beliefs (unlike, for example, Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, who are neither). -Michelle Arnold
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