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  OCTOBER 12, 2016
Resurrexifix instead of Crucifix at Tomb of St. Thomas in Madras-Mylapore archdiocese
My wife and I attended the 11:00 AM Holy Mass at the Tomb of St. Thomas today, October 12, 2016.
It was celebrated by a visiting Tamilian priest from Andhra. From the pew in which we sat, we could see the altar very clearly but we did not see a crucifix on it between the candle stands. The GIRM-mandated large visible-to-all crucifix that should be erected behind and above the altar is also absent in the Tomb Chapel.

After Mass, I greeted the priest and asked him why he celebrated Mass with no crucifix in the chapel. He replied that he too was surprised not to find one in the place where it should have been placed on the altar.

Then I questioned the nun sister (Sr. xxxxx of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master, PDDM) about it,

She protested that she had definitely placed a crucifix on the altar while setting it up for Holy Mass.

My wife and I re-entered the Tomb Chapel and walked almost right up to the altar before we spotted it, a slim crucifix about five inches high, so tiny that even the celebrant himself had not seen it.
So we took up the issue of the absence of a large crucifix in the Tomb Chapel (after all it is the tomb of the very same martyred apostle who examined the wounds in the glorified body of the risen Christ to ascertain that he was indeed the crucified Christ!). Sister pointed out to us that there indeed was one in the Chapel. My wife and I protested that what she was referring to was not a crucifix but a “resurrexifix”, a risen Christ superimposed on a cross. However sister first countered that it served the purpose of the liturgical requirements, and then argued that Christ is not dead but risen and so the resurrexifix was a fitting and more appropriate alternative to the crucifix. To avoid animosity (which was imminent) between us, we dropped the debate and left.

But we remain quite shocked at the intense defense of the resurrexifix by the nun who teaches catechism at Sunday School, prepares communicants for First Holy Communion, and takes Bible classes. 

[image: image15.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs



 [image: image2.jpg]



She has apparently not absorbed the proclamation of St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 1: 18 ff. (“Christ crucified … the power of God and the wisdom of God,” which does not detract in any way from the Risen Jesus, but conveys the basic truth of the Christian religion.)
Of course, the argument can always be advanced that the Tomb Chapel is used for Holy Mass just once a day and so the large crucifix is not essential, a small crucifix being definitely placed on the altar for Holy Mass. 

My counter-argument is that it is almost invisible to the faithful except to those near the altar during the Eucharistic celebration, and what is clearly visible is only a large resurrexifix and not the crucified Christ, thus continuing a trend (of resurrexifixes and crucifix-less altars) that is becoming all too common in the Church (see the list of files on the last page).
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The reliquary of the saint (left) and the tabernacle (right) are cross-shaped but that does not meet the requirement of a large, visible-to-all crucifix.
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These churches meet the G.I.R.M. requirement of a large crucifix, visible to all.

According to the rubrics of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (G.I.R.M), the presence of a crucifix is mandatory for Holy Mass, and “appropriate … even outside of liturgical celebrations” #308.

From the (G.I.R.M):
#117: Also on or close to the altar, there is to be a cross with a figure of Christ crucified.

#308: "There is also to be a cross, with the figure of Christ crucified upon it, either on the altar or near it, where it is clearly visible to the assembled congregation. It is appropriate that such a cross, which calls to mind for the faithful the saving Passion of the Lord, remain near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations."
From the Catholic Encyclopedia, Altar Crucifix:

“The crucifix is the principal ornament of the altar. It is placed on the altar to recall to the mind of the celebrant, and the people, that the Victim offered on the altar is the same as was offered on the Cross. For this reason the crucifix must be placed on the altar as often as Mass is celebrated (Constitution, Accepimus of Benedict XIV, 16 July, 1746). 
The rubric of the Roman Missal (xx) prescribes that it be placed at the middle of the altar between the candlesticks, and that it be large enough to be conveniently seen by both the celebrant and the people (Cong. Sac. Rit., 17 September, 1822). If for any reason this crucifix is removed, another may take its place in a lower position; but in such cases it must always be visible to all who assist at Mass (ibid.)”
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The Resurrected Christ is superimposed on a cross on the high altar of the Cathedral Basilica National Shrine of St. Thomas in the Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore. However, towards the side and adjacent to the free-standing altar, there is an equally large Crucifix. Also, ON the free-standing altar, and not very visible from more than a few feet away, a foot-high brass cross (not crucifix) is placed at its centre during Holy Mass. But, I suppose that the requirements of the GIRM are met by the tall crucifix.

Below left is an old photograph of the Cathedral’s chapel where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed.

(Parishioners used to describe the cross-like design in which the Tabernacle is reposed as the “upside-down cross”.) A few years ago, the chapel was once again renovated, and air-conditioned at considerable expense.

Right: the “redecorated” chapel with a ceiling-to-floor glass sheeting. The stained-glass windows are gone.

Why the need to spend so much money seemingly unnecessarily is anybody’s guess.
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Above is the beautiful traditional pipe organ which was scrapped during the renovation of the Basilica.

The electronic keyboard, guitar and trumpets have taken its place.
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