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                                                                              JULY 2, 2016
Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven Life not for Catholics
The Purpose Driven Life (Zondervan, 2002), named Christian "Book of the Year" in 2003, by Rick Warren, the evangelical Pastor of Saddleback Church, the eighth largest in the US, is the bestselling book in the world with 36 million plus copies sold since its publication. It has been translated into different languages more than any book except the Bible. 
This report was necessitated after I found copies of Rick Warren’s books at a Catholic bookstore.


He is the author of four other books.
He is also greatly favoured by Pope Francis
Pope Francis has been fraternizing with evangelicals such as Luis Palau, who immigrated to the United States from Argentina 50 years ago, Russell Moore, president of the Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, prosperity gospel televangelist Joel Osteen (June 2014), etc. as if there were no serious differences between evangelical Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. Osteen was along with Utah Senator Mike Lee, a Mormon; California pastor Tim Timmons; and Gayle D. Beebe, president of evangelical Westmont College. On June 24, 2014, in a meeting that Religion News Service said "leaned particularly toward charismatic Christianity," Francis met with "Anthony Palmer, a bishop and international ecumenical officer with the independent Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches, Geoff Tunnicliffe, the outgoing head of the Worldwide Evangelical Alliance; and John and Carol Arnott of Catch the Fire Toronto, which grew out of a Pentecostal revival 20 years ago." The RNS story includes a photo of Pope Francis giving a high-five to Texas televangelist James Robison as they share a meal, while fellow Texas prosperity gospel televangelist Kenneth Copeland was photographed praying over the Pope (pictures on next page).
"The prosperity gospel seems to be fundamentally opposed to the message that Francis has been spreading. But he has shown that he’s willing to meet with just about anyone," said Michael Peppard, a professor of theology at Fordham University.
Source: http://religionnews.com/2014/07/09/pope-francis-meets-u-s-televangelist-first-ever-papal-high-five-follows/
Francis will travel to Sweden in October 2016 for a joint ecumenical commemoration of the start of the Reformation launched by the heretic Martin Luther, together with leaders of the Lutheran World Federation and representatives of other Christian Churches. Read
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 23-THE LUTHERANIZATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_23-THE_LUTHERANIZATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
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Pope Francis being “prayed over” by Kenneth Copeland (L) and evangelicals (R)
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Pope Francis and James Robison
Not surprisingly, the very day after Francis’ election, a headline at Christianity Today, a conservative Christian magazine, declared, "Argentine Evangelicals Say Bergoglio as Pope Francis is 'Answer to our Prayers'."

For more, see https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/grace-margins/pope-francis-deep-ties-evangelicals. July 8, 2015 
The author Jamie Mason adds, “While it is true that evangelicals and Catholics share a fundamental belief that Jesus is the son of God, their theological ties do not run deep and their traditions differ starkly. They are, of course, currently united in a common mission, which they would call "the protection of the family" or "the defense of traditional marriage."
If there is a set of convictions that Pope Francis and U.S. evangelicals share fervently, it could be summed up like this: Marriage is between one man and one woman, children must have a mother and a father, and strict gender roles are part of the divine plan for humanity.

A quick glance at the list of workshops at the World Meeting of Families makes it clear that these ideas will dominate the conference. (Sessions on "traditional" marriage, complementarity, religious freedom, and mandatory celibacy for gays and lesbians are abundant.)

Given the Vatican's many friendships with wealthy evangelical powerbrokers and given the urgency of their shared cause, it's a wonder Rick Warren was the only evangelical asked to address the meeting.”
Rick Warren spoke on the "Biblical Meaning of Marriage" at a Vatican conference (coordinated by four Vatican offices: the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue; the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity; and the Pontifical Council for the Family) on “The Complementarity of Man and Woman: An International Colloquium” in November 2014.
He gave the final keynote address of the (Catholic) World Meeting of Families conference in Philadelphia, sponsored by the Holy See's Pontifical Council for the Family, sharing the stage with Cardinal Sean O'Malley of Boston in September 2015, extolling Catholic values. He refers to Pope Francis as “our Pope”.

Known as “America’s pastor”, he has provided materials and teaching to Christians in more than 117 countries on all seven continents. It is estimated that over 12,000 churches from all 50 states in America and 19 countries have participated in Warren’s 40 Days of Purpose, which is drawn from the book. Over 60,000 pastors subscribe to Rick Warren’s Ministry Toolbox.
Bruce Ryskamp, president of Zondervan, said, “The Purpose Driven Life is more than a bestseller; it’s become a movement.” Richard Bennett, the ex-Catholic priest who founded his own evangelical ‘church’ “Berean Beacon” and critic of Rick Warren observes, “The movement is becoming a global empire.” 
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TIME cover - The Purpose Driven Pastor: Rick Warren | August 18, 2008
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Pope Francis and Rick Warren

An interview with Rick Warren and EWTN’s Raymond Arroyo was released by YouTube on April 11, 2014. It took place at Warren’s church in Orange County in southern California.
In it, Warren claims that the thoughts that he expresses in the book were inspired by Roman Catholicism:
There is not a single new thought in Purpose Driven Life that hadn’t been said for 2,000 years. I’ve just said it in a fresh way. I said it in a simple way. When I was writing Purpose Drive Life it took me 7 months, 12 hours a day. I’d get up at 4:30 in the morning. I’d go to a little study. Start at 5 a.m. I was fasting till noon and I would light some candles and I would start writing and rewrite, rewrite, rewrite. One of the things I did before I wrote the book was, um, I’d ask the question— How do you write a book that lasts 500 years? For instance, um, Imitation of Christ by Thomas Kempis, Practicing the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence. Ok? The Dessert Fathers, St. John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila. All of these great, classic devotional works. Any one of them—I just realized that in order to be timeless you have to be eternal.
Source: http://www.understandthetimes.org/commentary/c143rickwarren.shtml 
Warren claims to watch EWTN more than any other Christian TV channel and just loves the Divine Mercy chaplet. Of course John Paul II and Mother Teresa are among his favourite heroes.
Rick Warren, like Pope Francis, endorses the Protestant ALPHA Course.

http://www.catholic.com/magazine/articles/our-beloved-roman-canon EXTRACT 
Why are so many Catholics turning to people such as Rick Warren for "spiritual nourishment" ("Wrong Turn," December 2005)? Even in our own little country of New Zealand, new pastors and churches pop up at regular intervals. What Warren is preaching sounds very much like Nicky Gumbel of Holy Trinity (Church of England) in London and his "Alpha Course," which has been going since 1990 and is now preached about in many countries. One English commentator who did one of these courses, because it had been given the go ahead by some Catholic parishes, made this comment: "Catholics beware."
The Church’s main concerns lie with the Alpha Course’s treatment of the sacraments and its promotion of a Church united by spirit rather than shared faith. It teaches that revelation is based on the Bible alone. Gumbel reduces church to "simply a gathering of Christians who get together to worship God, hear what God is saying to them, and make friends." Catholicism is presented as just one of many denominations in a "universal church." -Trevor Collins Northland, New Zealand
Rick Warren and The Alpha Course

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/rick_warren_new_age.html
The Home Page of the Alpha course in the UK carries a glowing endorsement of the course by quite a few well-known names. Neatly sandwiched between Joyce Meyer, Bill Hybels… Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church, David Yonggi Cho… Senior Pastor, Yoido Full Gospel S. Korea, Loren Cunningham… Co-Founder of Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Church, Jack W. Hayford… Pastor, The Church On The Way, Richard J. Foster, Rowan Williams… Archbishop Of Canterbury, Patriarchal Exarch of all Belarus… the leader of the Belarusian Orthodox Church that is an autonomous part of the Russian Orthodox Church, and several other archbishops from both the Catholic and orthodox churches is Rick Warren who says..

“It’s great to see how Alpha has been used to reach people with the good news of Jesus Christ, who wouldn’t normally come to church. This resource is very complementary to helping seekers connect with The Purpose Driven Life.” 

ALPHA COURSE-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ALPHA_COURSE-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
ANGLICAN NICKY GUMBEL’S ALPHA COURSE ENDORSED BY EMINENT CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ANGLICAN_NICKY_GUMBELS_ALPHA_COURSE_ENDORSED_BY_EMINENT_CATHOLICS.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 29-PROTESTANT ALPHA COURSE ENDORSED BY POPE FRANCIS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_29-PROTESTANT_ALPHA_COURSE_ENDORSED_BY_POPE_FRANCIS.doc
CATHOLICS DON’T NEED THE PROTESTANT ALPHA COURSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLICS_DONT_NEED_THE_PROTESTANT_ALPHA_COURSE.doc
Catholics totally reject Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven Life:
1. Wrong Turn: The Purpose-Driven Life Gives Bad Directions
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=7008
By Ronald J. Rychlak, This Rock Catholic magazine, pages 12-14
The Purpose-Driven Life has sold over 7 million copies and was named Christian "Book of the Year" in 2003. "Purpose-Driven" is now a registered trademark, and "Purpose-Driven" programs have been offered everywhere from schools and prisons to corporate headquarters, including Coca Cola, Sparrow Records, NASCAR, the LPGA, and the Oakland Raiders.
The book's promise for those who follow its forty-day journey is that "you will know God's purpose for your life." The book is being promoted and studied in some Catholic parishes, especially as a Lenten exercise, so it is worth examining whether it can deliver on its exaggerated promise.

The book's author, Rick Warren, was labeled as "America's most influential pastor" by Christianity Today. He is the pastor of Saddleback Church, which is situated on a 120-acre campus in southern California that was designed by theme park experts. Every weekend nearly 20,000 people attend services at one of nine "venues," including a 3,000-seat main sanctuary, a religious coffee bar, and a "beach hut" for high school students. Sculpted into the landscape are settings for forty Bible reenactments, including a stream that can part like the Red Sea.

Saddleback is associated with the Southern Baptist Convention, but Warren's teachings have spread widely. Thousands of pastors from more than 100 countries have attended Warren's Purpose-Driven seminars and subscribe to his free weekly e-mail newsletter, Ministry Toolbox. 

Warren's web site claims that he is starting a new Reformation. That claim alone should put Catholics on guard about the "Purpose-Driven" approach to Christian faith. Yet Warren is no anti-Catholic bigot. He accepts that Catholics are true believers, and he cites monks and nuns (including Mother Teresa) as Christian examples.

Warren is also doing praiseworthy work in Rwanda. After he and his wife observed the poverty and AIDS epidemic ravaging that nation, they set up foundations to distribute 90 percent of the proceeds from Warren's book to alleviate poverty and combat AIDS in that country. Unlike so many other programs, Warren's seems to be focused on abstinence and monogamy rather than simple condom distribution. Of course, because of this morality-based approach, Warren has already been severely criticized in the secular press. It also means, though, that his program might have a real impact.

Nevertheless, Catholics should be aware that there are dangers on the Purpose-Driven road.
Purpose-Driven Scripture
Adhering to the Protestant doctrine of sola scriptura, Warren writes that the Bible is "our Owner's Manual, explaining why we are alive, how life works, what to avoid, and what to expect in the future. It explains what no self-help or philosophy book could know." Thus, The Purpose-Driven Life begins from the premise that we can reliably discern God's purposes for our lives from the text of written Scripture alone.

But Scripture is not a catechism. Rather, it is the inspired written testimony to the faith that had already been given to a living community, the Church. In a striking passage, John Henry Newman described this "self-evident" proposition:

The sacred text was never intended to teach doctrine but only to prove it and that, if we would learn doctrine, we must have recourse to the formularies of the Church, for instance, to the Catechism and to the Creeds (Apologia Pro Vita Sua, 1).

Sola scriptura, on the other hand, abstracts Christian doctrine — and Scripture itself — from 2,000 years of the Church's faith, worship, and life, effectively cutting off the Christian from "the living memory" of the Church, the Holy Spirit.

No faithful Catholic can accept the "Purpose-Driven" approach to Scripture. Catholics already possess "the full and living gospel" (Catechism of the Catholic Church 77; see also CCC 76–83). To begin with, at every Mass, Catholics hear the living, authoritative, and complete word of God proclaimed by Christ's body, the Church. 

With access to the inseparable triad of Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Church's magisterium, the faithful Catholic stands firmly on the full gospel — all that Christ wanted us to believe and do — and escapes being blown around by private interpretations of Scripture, politically correct doctrines, and theological fads.

Purpose-Driven Salvation
Warren assures his readers that "God won't ask about your religious background or doctrinal views. The only thing that will matter is, did you accept what Jesus did for you and did you learn to love and trust him?" For salvation, "all you need to do is receive and believe." He encourages his audiences to join God's family as follows: "I invite you to bow your head and quietly whisper the prayer that will change your eternity, 'Jesus, I believe in you and I receive you.'" Then, "if you sincerely meant that prayer, congratulations! Welcome to the family of God!"

Entry into eternal life? "If you learn to love and trust God's Son, Jesus, you will be invited to spend the rest of eternity with him. On the other hand, if you reject his love, forgiveness, and salvation, you will spend eternity apart from God forever."

All of this can sound plausible to a Catholic who doesn't have a firm grasp of the faith. Surely God doesn't care about "religious background or doctrinal views"! But Warren's assertions are themselves "doctrinal views," unstated and undefended. More urgently, is Warren talking about the same "eternal life" as Jesus did, the Jesus who taught that "the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few" (Matthew 7:14)?

Warren is right that we must love and trust Jesus, but Jesus himself told us what that really meant. For starters, Jesus said: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel" (Mark 1:15). He also said, "Not everyone who says to me 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). And to those who say "Lord, Lord," Jesus warned that God may reply, "Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matthew 25:41). 
But Warren makes little if any mention of sin, damnation, repentance, or the cross.

Purpose-Driven Liturgy
Warren proclaims: "There is no 'one-size-fits-all' approach to worship and friendship with God. God wants you to be yourself." In Warren's view, all that matters is what the individual believer brings to worship — not the objective reality of worship itself. This is not the historical Christianity given to us by the apostles.

When Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well, he promises her that "true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth" (John 4:23). Warren interprets this verse as Jesus' condemnation of "external" or "ritual" worship. But Jesus was referring to the pure worship that he would inaugurate at the Last Supper (see John 4:8-9; Luke 22:14-20). In John 4, Jesus is looking forward to the Eucharist.

Compare Warren's views about worship to those of Pope Benedict XIV, who as a cardinal wrote:

Liturgy presupposes . . . that the heavens have been opened . . . If the heavens are not open, then whatever liturgy was is reduced to role playing and, in the end, to a trivial pursuit of congregational self-fulfillment in which nothing really happens" (Joseph Ratzinger, In the Presence of the Angels I Will Sing Your Praise [www.adoremus.org/10-12-96-Ratzi.html]).

Warren says, "There is no such thing as 'Christian' music; there are only Christian lyrics. It is the words that make a song sacred, not the tune. There are no spiritual tunes." Warren derives the following conclusion about God's musical preferences from the Bible:

God loves all kinds of music because he invented it all — fast and slow, loud and soft, old and new. You probably don't like it all, but God does! If it is offered to God in spirit and truth, it is an act of worship . . . There is no biblical style!

Warren describes his church as "the flock that likes to rock." Some songs are performed with a nightclub effect, complete with swirling lights and dancing background singers. Unfortunately, we have seen the effects of this kind of approach to music in Catholic liturgies. Nevertheless, the Church has always made a distinction between sacred and profane music. Quoting Vatican II's Sacrosanctum Concilium, the Catechism says:

"The musical tradition of the universal Church is a treasure of inestimable value, greater even than that of any other art. The main reason for this pre-eminence is that, as a combination of sacred music and words, it forms a necessary or integral part of solemn liturgy." The composition and singing of inspired psalms, often accompanied by musical instruments, were already closely linked to the liturgical celebrations of the Old Covenant. The Church continues and develops this tradition (CCC 1156; cf. SC 112).

Purpose-Driven Sacraments
While Warren affirms that baptism "is not an optional ritual, to be delayed or postponed," he goes on to say that it "signifies" and "symbolizes" but doesn't actually do anything. As he says, "Baptism doesn't make you a member of God's family; only faith in Christ does that. Baptism shows you are part of God's family." That assertion directly contradicts Church teaching.

("The sacraments of the New Covenant are necessary for salvation" (CCC 1129, emphasis in original) because they are instituted by Christ himself (CCC 1114).

("Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit" (CCC 1213). "By following the gestures and words of this celebration with attentive participation, the faithful are initiated into the riches this sacrament signifies and actually brings about in each newly baptized person" (CCC 1234, emphasis added).

("The Lord himself affirms that baptism is necessary for salvation . . . The Church does not know of any means other than baptism that assures entry in eternal beatitude" (CCC 1257).

The Catechism faithfully reflects what Jesus taught in John's Gospel: "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Warren is not teaching what Jesus taught.

Purpose-Driven Ecclesiology
Not surprisingly, Warren's understanding of ecclesiology does not go beyond the local congregation:

Except for a few important instances referring to all believers throughout history, almost every time the word church is used in the Bible it refers to a local visible congregation . . . It is your job to protect the unity of your church. Unity in the church is so important that the New Testament gives more attention to it than to either heaven or hell.

Unity is crucial, but the unity Jesus calls us to is considerably more challenging than what Warren is calling for here. Jesus’ call is not to unity within "your" church or "my" church, but unity in his body, the Catholic Church.

Don't Go There
Whatever helpful personal encouragement Warren's teaching might offer, the use of his books in any catechetical setting is a serious mistake. They are misleading and potentially profoundly confusing to poorly catechized Catholics. Moreover, while seeming to be ecumenical in approach, they actually undermine true ecumenism because they gloss over serious theological problems. 
The Second Vatican Council taught:

Nothing is so foreign to the spirit of ecumenism as a false irenicism, in which the purity of Catholic doctrine suffers loss and its genuine and certain meaning is clouded (Unitatis Redintegratio 11).

The idea of all Christians joining together in harmony is a hopeful one, and we as Catholics must take the lead in pursuing it. But unity must be based on truth. Rather than Catholic truth, Warren is purveying spiritualized pop-psychology. The "Purpose-Driven" church looks less like the one mystical body of Christ than a loose conglomeration of inspirational social clubs. That is why Catholics who follow the Purpose-Driven template are driving blind, and the road they follow is more likely to lead away from the Church than to a deeper practice of their faith.
2. Is The Purpose Driven Life Recommended for Catholic Readers?
http://catholicexchange.com/is-the-purpose-driven-life-recommended-for-catholic-readers
Catholic Exchange editors, July 30, 2005
Q: Dear Catholic Exchange:
Do you know if the book The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren teaches anything against Catholic doctrine? Many of my non-Catholic friends have read it and highly recommend it to me. Just recently I have even seen it advertised in Catholic gift/book catalogs. My parish priest said that he hasn't heard anything against it in regards to Catholic teaching but hasn't read it for himself yet. I've read the condensed version found at Wal-Mart and found it very intriguing and want to read the book but am always hesitant to read popular books by non-Catholic authors. I'd appreciate any advice you can give me.

Cindy Engler

A: Dear Ms. Engler,

Peace in Christ! You asked about the book The Purpose Driven Life, by Rick Warren, and its suitability for Catholic readers. The following is an excerpt of our Faith Fact on that very question.

In addressing this very popular book, Catholics United for the Faith (CUF) does not presume to provide an exhaustive review of the book’s strengths and weaknesses, but rather a representative one. This book has much to offer and resonates in many ways with the Catholic faith. Yet, while CUF recognizes that a well-formed, spiritually mature Catholic could benefit from the book, we cannot recommend it in general because of various deficiencies. These shortcomings generally stem from the book’s basic Protestant perspective. For example, in attempting to lead Christians to a more purpose-driven life, the author does not account for central components to the life of Christ, namely, frequenting the sacraments He established, especially the Sacrifice of the Mass, the central act of Christian worship; acknowledging and following the God-given, supreme authority of the Catholic Church; and learning and assenting to the full deposit of the faith of the Church’s teaching.
Consequently, while Mr. Warren draws on Catholic sources such as contemplative Brother Lawrence, who wrote the classic book Practicing the Presence God, he adapts him to his Protestant perspective. Mr. Warren acknowledges that Brother Lawrence has a good idea, but he does not recognize that his overall Catholic approach to Christianity is correct.

In summary, while Mr. Warren’s book has various profitable elements, we cannot provide a general recommendation because of its shortcomings. However, we recognize that the book could be beneficial to a well-formed, discriminating Catholic reader, or someone benefiting from the guidance of a good Catholic spiritual director. In general, though, for those looking for good resources on spiritual direction, we would recommend faithful Catholic ones.

As an alternative to Mr. Warren’s book, we recommend LifeWork: Finding Your Purpose in Life (Rick Sarkisian, Ignatius Press).

United in the Faith,

Kathleen Rohan
Information Specialist
Catholics United for the Faith
A January 15, 2009 blog tries to take a neutral position on the book with much precautionary advice:
Two Catholic Perspectives on The Purpose Driven Life

http://optionc.net/2009/01/two-catholic-perspectives-on-the-purpose-driven-life/ 

My question is why Catholics must read a book that requires us to be on our alert. Don’t we already possess the richness and fullness of Catholic literature? (More on pages 12, 13)
*
15 Principal Errors of "The Purpose-Driven Life" 
https://www.moriel.org/component/k2/item/610-15-principal-errors.html?ml=1 EXTRACT
By Berit Kjos, September 1, 2004, updated December 30, 2008
As manager of a conservative evangelical Christian literature service I am being asked with increasing frequency by concerned customers for information about Rick Warren’s best-seller of over 20 million copies, "The Purpose-Driven Life" (PDL). There are also believers personally known to me asking for similar information. Many good papers have already been written, to which this is intended to be a useful supplement. Because so many believers and churches are being affected, and because PDL contains so much harmful, dangerous false teaching, I have sought the Lord’s help to set out clearly and systematically, in a single paper, the basic objections and dangers I have found in this book. […]

Kjos has given the links to around a dozen other critiques of PDL. 
Then, in his analysis of PDF, the subtitles of the different problems with PDF are:

PDL uses paraphrases constantly
PDL misquotes God constantly
PDL demeans Christ and God
PDL makes God reactive instead of pro-active
PDL preaches a mutated Gospel
PDL enslaves the reader to the teacher
PDL pontificates statements with no authority in Scripture
PDL displays appalling ignorance of Scripture
PDL is basically humanistic, man-centred
PDL abolishes the Fear of God
Shaped by instead of separated from the world
Prayer & worship re-defined falsely
Obedience re-defined falsely
Prophesies and justifies the spiritual depression it will ultimately produce
Even rabidly anti-Catholic fellow evangelicals reject Rick Warren’s theological positions:
1. Rick Warren says that Pope Francis is Pope of all Christians worldwide
http://www.nowtheendbegins.com/rick-warren-says-pope-francis-pope-christians-worldwide-videos/ 
By Geoffrey Grider

Building the One World Religion

There is a hardcore, full-court press happening right now to unify all Christian denominations under the banner of the Roman Catholic Church, and the charge is being led by none other than apostate pastor and Chrislam founder Rick Warren of Saddleback Church in California. Warren has a purpose driven plan to break down and destroy the Christian church, and unite the pieces with Rome.
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In the above video, Rick Warren is seen slyly referring to Pope Francis as “our pope”, and then going on to brag about what a great job he is doing. He wants you to blithely assume that of course Pope Francis is the “spiritual head” over all of Christianity and not simply over the Roman Catholic corporation. He slips it in like that’s what everyone already thinks and believes. This is nothing more than mental conditioning. A bible believing Christian under no circumstances ever would acknowledge that any pope in the Roman system had any sort of rule over them of any kind.
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In the second video, Warren lays out his reasons for why all Christian denominations should be united under Rome while failing miserably in his lame attempt to explain away Mary worship and worshipping of dead saints. He very incorrectly asserts that we “all worship the same Jesus” which, if the bible is true, we clearly do not. Warren holds great sway over the millions of his Laodicean Christian followers who simply accept what he speaks as the truth, and will never once check it against scripture. The Roman Catholic “jesus” is received by eating a magic wafer and drinking wine. The actual Jesus of the bible is received by grace through faith and nothing else. One has nothing at all in common with the other.

This is the great falling away prophesied in the bible, 2 Thessalonians 2: 3, 4, and it is happening in our sight. Pope Francis seems like the man likely to fulfill the role of the false prophet of Revelation. Rome will once again swallow up the professing Christian church as it did in 325 AD under Constantine. Rome will once again conduct an Inquisition, but this time it will use the muscle of Islam instead of the army of Spain. Blood will flow in the streets from the veins of people holding a King James Bible and refusing to worship the pope. These events have already happened, and they will happen again.
The only difference will be that this time, it will be Christians like Rick Warren betraying the sheep to the executioner.

2. Rick Warren's comments on Roman Catholicism
http://carm.org/rick-warren-and-catholicism 
By Matt Slick, Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry

In a video published by the Catholic news service 1 senior pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, California, failed to properly assess the critical differences between biblical theology and Roman Catholic theology regarding the doctrine of salvation and added credibility to the Catholic Church. In the video, he appealed to sentiment and not scripture and said, "The most important thing is if you love Jesus, we’re on the same team." 
His statement is, of course, problematic.
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Following is a full transcript of the two minute video.  I've underlined comments that I'll be addressing after the quote.

"We have far more in common than what divides us. When you talk about Pentecostals, charismatics, evangelicals, uh, fundamentalists, Catholics, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, on and on and on and on.
    "Well they would all say we believe in the trinity, we believe in the Bible, we believe in the resurrection, we believe salvation is through Jesus Christ. These are the big issues. Sometimes Protestants think that Catholics worship Mary like she’s another god. But that’s not exactly catholic doctrine. There’s the understanding, and, and people say well what are the saints all about? Why are you praying to the saints? And when you understand what they mean by what they’re saying there’s a whole lot more commonality. Now there’s still real differences, no doubt about that. But the most important thing is if you love Jesus, we’re on the same team.
    "The unity that I think we would see realistically is not a structural unity but a unity of mission. And so, when it comes to the family we are co-workers in the field on this for the protection of what we call the sanctity of life, the sanctity of sex, and the sanctity of marriage. So there’s a great commonality and there’s no division on any of those three.
    "Many times people have been beaten down for taking a Biblical stance. And they start to feel, “well maybe I’m, I'm out here all by yourself.” No you’re not.
    "The church is growing in Latin America. The church is growing in Asia. The church is growing in Africa. It’s not growing in North America or Europe. But it is growing everywhere else, so we kind of have this feeling that maybe we’re not, uh, uh, as- as influential; but we’re far more influential than people realize." (Emphasis added)

Catholic Bible
First of all, Pastor Rick Warren says both the Catholics and the Protestants believe in the Bible.  But, there is a significant difference between the Bible of the Protestants and the Roman Catholic Church which has added seven books: Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach (also known as Ecclesiasticus), and Baruch. The Jews never recognized these books as being inspired of God.  In addition, neither Jesus nor the apostles ever quoted from them.  If that weren't enough, there are numerous problems in the apocryphal books such as the teaching of salvation by works (Tobit 4:11; 12:9), the offering of money for the sins of the dead (2 Maccabees 12:43), etc.

Catholic Salvation
Second, Rev. Warren implies that both Protestants and Catholics have the same view of salvation when he says that both, "...believe salvation is through Jesus Christ".  Though it's technically correct to say that Catholics believe in salvation through Jesus Christ, they reject justification by faith alone in Christ alone. Instead, it teaches that good works of various kinds are necessary for salvation.  Such teaching clearly contradicts biblical theology.  Please consider the following Scripture references before we get into official Catholic theology regarding salvation.

("Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law,"(Rom. 3:28). 

("But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness," (Rom. 4:5).

("But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace," (Rom. 11:6).

("For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast," (Ephesians 2:8-9).

("For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them," (Galatians 3:10).

("For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all," (James 2:10).

As you can see, justification is by faith alone without works (Rom. 3:28; 4:5) and that the two verses listed Galatians 3:10 and James 2:10 clearly reject any hope of salvation through faith and any of our works (See also Gal. 5:1-5).  The above verses contradict Roman Catholic theology. Please consider the following quotes from official Roman Catholic sources.

("...the mission of teaching all peoples, and of preaching the Gospel to every creature, so that all men may attain salvation through faith, Baptism and the observance of the Commandments," (Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 2068).
("The specific precepts of the natural law, because their observance, demanded by the creator, is necessary for salvation," (CCC 2036).  "The Decalogue contains a privileged expression of the natural law. It is made known to us by divine revelation and by human reason," (CCC 2080).

(In Roman Catholicism that which is necessary for salvation includes the church (CCC 846), baptism (CCC 1257), penance (CCC 980), sacraments (CCC 1129), service and witness to the faith (CCC 1816), keeping the ten commandments (CCC 2036 and 2070), and detachment from riches (CCC 2556).

("If any one saith, that by faith alone the impious is justified; in such wise as to mean, that nothing else is required to co-operate in order to the obtaining the grace of Justification, and that it is not in any way necessary, that he be prepared and disposed by the movement of his own will; let him be anathema" (Council of Trent, Canons on Justification, Canon 9).

As a Protestant pastor Rick Warren should be able to properly teach biblical theology and refute error. This is one of the requirements of being an elder (Titus 1:5-9) and since he is a pastor, he is an elder (1 Timothy 5:17).  But, he has failed the biblical requirement found in Titus 1:9, "holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict."  Therefore, he is disqualified from being a pastor since his failed the test of elder regarding being able to "exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict."
Catholic Mary
Rick Warren said, "Sometimes Protestants think that Catholics worship Mary like she’s another god. But that’s not exactly catholic doctrine." We could talk a great deal about the differences between the biblical view of Mary and the Roman Catholic one. But, without going into great depth, I will simply provide a few references from Catholic sources regarding the person and work of Mary. You decide for yourself if a kind of worship and adoration is given to her that should be given only to God.

(Mary is the all holy one:  "By asking Mary to pray for us, we acknowledge ourselves to be poor sinners and we address ourselves to the 'Mother of Mercy,' the All-Holy One," (CCC 2677).

(Devotion to Mary:  "The liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and Marian prayer, such as the rosary, an "epitome of the whole Gospel," express this devotion to the Virgin Mary," (CCC. 971).

(Pray to Mary:  "Mary is the perfect Orans (pray-er), a figure of the Church. When we pray to her, we are adhering with her to the plan of the Father," (CCC 2679).

(Mary is worshipped:  "...when she [Mary] is the subject of preaching and worship she prompts the faithful to come to her Son..." (Vatican Council II, p. 420). See quote in Context
(No Better way than to look to Mary:  "After speaking of the Church, her origin, mission, and destiny, we can find no better way to conclude than by looking to Mary," (CCC 972).

("So no man goeth to Christ but by His Mother," (Vatican Website:  Encyclical of Pope Leo 13th on the Rosary, Octobri Mense, Pope Leo 13th, 1903-1914).

(Mary brings us the gifts of Eternal Life:  Mary, "...by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation... (CCC par. 969).
(Mary made atonement for the sins of man:  "...Mary, by her spiritual entering into the sacrifice of her divine son for men, made atonement for the sins of man and (de congruon) merited the application of the redemptive grace of Christ.  In this manner she cooperates in the subjective redemption of mankind."  (Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, Ott, page 213).

Obviously, the qualities and works attributed to Mary by the Roman Catholic Church far exceed what is revealed to us in Scripture. In fact, the Bible says not to exceed what is written (1 Corinthians 4:6). But, through Catholic tradition a whole host of un-biblical teachings concerning her have been proclaimed.

If you love Jesus, we’re on the same team
Warren said, "If you love Jesus, we’re on the same team".  If it's true that whoever loves Jesus is all on the same team, then true love for him should manifest itself in dedication and obedience to his word as revealed in Scripture. It's one thing to say that a group of people loves Jesus. It's another thing to demonstrate that it is true. When we see the many un-biblical teachings of the Catholic Church listed above (and there are many more), how can anyone say that they truly love Jesus? Sure, there are Catholics who love the real Christ, the one who died on the cross for our sins. That is not the problem. The problem is the Roman Catholic Church's false teachings concerning Mary and salvation.

Pastor Rick Warren has not only failed to recognize the problems in these serious areas, but he has lent his credibility as a Protestant pastor in support of the Roman Catholic Church. This should never be done by any Protestant pastor who takes the Bible seriously. I must conclude that Mr. Warren does not take the word of God seriously and/or he does not understand the damnable teachings of Roman Catholicism regarding salvation. Rick Warren needs to repent.

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7ukO7ENRMw, video is by Robert Duncan, interview by Francis S. Rocca, copyright Catholic news service.
Here are more:

3. (Protestant) Apologists Concerned About Rick Warren's Alignment with 'Holy Father'

http://www.charismanews.com/world/46343-apologists-concerned-about-rick-warren-s-alignment-with-holy-father 

By Mark Andrews, March 12, 2014

4. A Review of Rick Warren’s “The Purpose Driven Life”
http://www.wayoflife.org/database/reviewpurposedrivenlife.html 
By David Cloud, Fundamentalist Baptist

5. The Purpose Driven Life: Demeaning the Very Nature of God (Parts 1 and 2)
http://www.bereanbeacon.org/articles-on-christian-living/2015/11/16/the-purpose-driven-life-demeaning-the-very-nature-of-god 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/purposedriven2.html
By Richard Bennett
Purpose Driven Life is charged with having New Age associations
1. Ten Most Wanted False Teachers in America
http://www.freeworldfilmworks.com/dov-10danger.htm EXTRACT
3. Rick Warren is the latest dark star in the Christian world today. His two books have mesmerized the apostate and ignorant Christian masses. He has taken his "seeker friendly" program to thousands of churches around the country and throughout the world. His program is based on the program that Robert Schuller* of Crystal Cathedral infamy developed a few decades ago. Warren has also thrown in some New Age mumble jumble, and he uses some of the New Age techniques. He teaches lukewarm, sour milk to his sycophantic parasites who remain in perpetual, spiritual infancy. 
http://www.freeworldfilmworks.com/dov-warren.htm 

Rick Warren of Saddleback Community Church in Southern California is considered a great man of God, but he is just one more savage wolf in sheep's clothing who is not sparing the flock (Acts 20.29). He has drawn away millions of disciples after him (Acts 20.30) by tickling their ears and turning them away from truth and aside to philosophical sweet talk (2 Tim. 4.3,4) telling them they must discover the purpose of their life by reading his book instead of the Bible. 
Please read the articles at these links:

Expose of the "Purpose Driven Life"
EVANGELICALISM: MAN-CENTERED CHRISTIANITY
http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/warren.htm
*Know the connection between Robert Schuller and Rick Warren at http://www.inplainsite.org/html/robert_schuller.html
2. Beware Rick Warren’s New Age Daniel Plan*. It sounds so good, but… POISON
https://expreacherman.com/2011/02/14/beware-rick-warrens-new-age-daniel-plan-it-sounds-so-good-but-poison/
February 14, 2011 *Image on page 1
3. Rick Warren’s Strange Bedfellows

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/rick_warren_new_age.html EXTRACT
By Carol Brooks
Are we supposed to believe that Rick Warren is ignorant of the goals of every event he speaks at? The beliefs of everyone he shares a stage with or whose book he endorses? Or should we consider the words of the prophet Amos... “Shall two walk together, except they have agreed?” [Amos 3:3]
Foreword: Several of the people that Rick Warren associates with, endorses, or shares a speaking platform with, have strong ties to New Age/occult beliefs. While this in no way proves that Rick Warren directly supports either New Age beliefs or any form of Eastern Religion or Philosophy, it does show that all too many of our so called church leaders, in spite of their high profiles, many books, dozens of conferences/speaking assignments and thousands of followers, have never grown from the status of bottle fed babies, cheerfully rushing in where angels fear to tread and blazing their own unbiblical paths. Spiritually blind, they know nothing of (or ignore) the dark side of the people they associate with.
Their relationship with, and endorsement of, men like Ken Blanchard sends the message to hundreds of thousands of Christians that these men are just regular guys. They are not. They are highly dangerous men with links to dark forces that the average Christian does not seem to be even dimly aware of. By introducing these people into the church they inadvertently introduce hundreds of thousands of Christians to the New (or very Old) Age menace, thereby endangering the souls of those they are supposed to protect.

Teachers are the shepherds of the church, charged with the care of their people and are therefore held to a higher standard. They are supposed to be bring right doctrine to the church, but when they lead their flock astray, the Bible tells us that they will be judged more strictly than other Christians.

But since the first order of business should be the roots of Warren’s philosophy and business strategy, we will first look at his long term relationship with Peter Drucker. 
[…]

The interested reader may go through the lengthy article.
CATHOLIC CRITIQUES
1. Dr. Mehmet Oz’s Connections to Reiki and Swedenborgian Cult

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=477#more-477 EXTRACT

By Susan Brinkmann, January 17, 2011
Anyone who has ever read Dr. Mehmet Oz’s books can tell you they are packed with very useful medical information – along with endorsements of New Age energy medicine, yoga and tai chi. As a matter of fact, this is why I stopped buying his books – because I’m interested in his medical knowledge, not his religion, and unfortunately, I can’t seem to get one without the other. This always bothered me about Dr. Oz, but it wasn’t until recently that I came to understand why this renowned heart surgeon is dabbling in the unscientific world of alternative medicine.

My awakening came about while reading a press release the other day from a Christian organization known as Christian Investigator. The release is calling attention to a new association between Dr. Oz, California mega-pastor Rick Warren, and two other doctors who promote the New Age. According to Warren’s website, his church is aligning itself with these men to host a 52-week course to lose weight and become healthier.
"It is troubling for a top pastor in the United States to promote false teachers," says Christian Investigator President Steve McConkey. "We are living at an all-time low spiritually in the United States with weak leaders. We need to teach basic Bible principles without legalism."

In case you’re tempted to think McConkey is making a big deal out of nothing, consider the backgrounds of these "false teachers."

Dr. Daniel Amen teaches tantric sex, which is a Hindu mystical approach to sex, along with Eastern meditation. 
Dr. Mark Hyman is a promoter of meditation based on Buddhist principles.

And then there’s Oprah’s pal, Dr. Mehmet Oz. […]
2. Catholics and the Purpose-Driven Life
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=39730#more-39730
By Susan Brinkmann, May 13, 2015

MCA writes: “I looked for any information about The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren on the website and nothing came up. Do you have any comments regarding the appropriateness for Catholics who may want to read this book?”
Great question! And yes, there are some questions about the appropriateness of this book for Catholics.

First, in case anyone has never heard of it, The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren, pastor of the Saddleback Church in southern California, has sold millions of copies and earned him the moniker of “America’s pastor.” His book proposes a forty-day journey that will help seekers find the purpose for their life by helping the reader to connect with God and discover His purpose for their life.

While the book is based on Scripture (the Protestant version), there are some dangers for Catholics.

In this article, published by Ronald J. Rychlak, Professor of Law and associate dean for academic affairs at the University of Mississippi in This Rock Magazine, we are warned that Warren’s book is based on the Protestant idea of sola scriptura – which means that the Bible is the only authority in all matters – and that we can reliably discern God’s purpose for our life from Scripture alone. “But Scripture is not a catechism,” Rychlak writes. “Rather, it is the inspired written testimony to the faith that had already been given to a living community, the Church.”

Rychlak cites the writing of John Henry Newman who pointed out that “The sacred text was never intended to teach doctrine but only to prove it and that, if we would learn doctrine, we must have recourse to the formularies of the Church, for instance, to the Catechism and to the Creeds (Apologia Pro Vita Sua, 1).”

For this reason, Catholics cannot accept the “Purpose-Driven” approach to Scripture.

“With access to the inseparable triad of Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Church’s magisterium, the faithful Catholic stands firmly on the full gospel — all that Christ wanted us to believe and do — and escapes being blown around by private interpretations of Scripture, politically correct doctrines, and theological fads,” Rychlak writes.

Warren also reassures readers that “God won’t ask about your religious background or doctrinal views. The only thing that will matter is, did you accept what Jesus did for you and did you learn to love and trust him?” All we need to do is “receive and believe” he says and suggests bowing the head and telling Jesus, “I believe in you and I receive you.”

But this too is problematic. While it will certainly sound plausible to a Catholic who doesn’t have a firm grasp of the faith, they may not notice that “Warren’s assertions are themselves ‘doctrinal views’.”

Rychlak also wonders if Warren’s idea of eternal life is the same as Jesus who said “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).

There’s more to it than just a simple profession of faith, which could explain why Warren’s book makes so little mention of sin, damnation, repentance or the cross.

Warren’s book also claims that baptism is just symbolic and doesn’t actually do anything. “Baptism doesn’t make you a member of God’s family; only faith in Christ does that. Baptism shows you are part of God’s family.”

Not so, says Rychlak and points out that this assertion is in direct contradiction to Church teaching which proclaims that “The sacraments of the New Covenant are necessary for salvation” (CCC 1129, emphasis in original) because they are instituted by Christ himself (CCC 1114).
It also contradicts what Christ Himself taught when he said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

Rychlak concludes: “Whatever helpful personal encouragement Warren’s teaching might offer, the use of his books in any catechetical setting is a serious mistake. They are misleading and potentially profoundly confusing to poorly catechized Catholics. Moreover, while seeming to be ecumenical in approach, they actually undermine true ecumenism because they gloss over serious theological problems.”

While it’s a laudable goal to seek unity among Christians, this unity must be based on truth, Rychlak says.

“Rather than Catholic truth, Warren is purveying spiritualized pop-psychology. The ‘Purpose-Driven’ church looks less like the one mystical body of Christ than a loose conglomeration of inspirational social clubs. That is why Catholics who follow the Purpose-Driven template are driving blind, and the road they follow is more likely to lead away from the Church than to a deeper practice of their faith.”
