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MTV, Rock and Satanic music
By Susan Brinkmann, from the Women of Grace blog, 2008-2015
MTV and BET Programming Worse than Ever
By Susan Brinkmann, April 24, 2008
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2357 

New data collected by media watchdogs reveals that daytime programming on two of the most popular television channels for tweens and teens – MTV and BET - is bombarding children with sexual, violent, profane or obscene content every 38 seconds. The Parents Television Council (PTC), in partnership with the Enough is Enough Campaign, released shocking new data about BET and MTV daytime music video programming that found adult content on BET’s Rap City and 106 & Park and MTV’s Sucker Free during popular viewing times in late afternoon and early evening.

“What BET and MTV are offering to children on these three programs is full of offensive and vulgar content, the likes of which cannot yet be found on broadcast television,” said PTC president Tim Winter.

“Being in the trenches fighting for better indecency enforcement and cable choice on behalf of millions of American families, we thought we’d seen it all – but even we were taken aback by what we found in the music video programs on MTV and BET that are targeted directly at impressionable children.”

As of March, 2008, both channels were found to be assaulting children with content that is full of sexually charged images, explicit language, portrayals of violence, drug use, drug sales and other illegal activity.

Even more concerning to parents is that neither BET nor MTV carried content descriptors that would work in conjunction with the V-Chip to block the programs from coming into the home or to warn parents about the presence of sexual content, suggestive dialogue, violence, or foul language.

“This is a major problem for parents who are told repeatedly to rely on their V-chips to protect their children,” said Winter.

The report, which was prepared for the Enough is Enough Campaign, first analyzed adult content airing on BET’s Rap City and 106 & Park and on MTV’s Sucker Free on MTV for a two-week period in December 2007. The content analyzed was aired during afternoon or early evening hours, when many children are at home after school.

Because the research data from the December content contained a strikingly high volume and degree of adult-themed material, the PTC conducted an additional week of analysis on the same three programs in March 2008 for purposes of validation. The data revealed even higher levels of adult content in March 2008 than in December 2007.

The report found 59.9 instances of offensive/adult content per hour in their December analysis, a figure that jumped to 95.8 instances per hour in March, 2008. This is compared to 12.5 instances of adult/offensive content per hour in broadcast TV Family Hour programming. 

Sexually charged images make up 45 percent of the instances of adult content in these shows, followed by explicit language (29%), violence (13%), drug use/sales (9%) and other illegal activity (3%).

The PTC is suggesting several solutions.

First, parents need to be more involved in monitoring their children’s media consumption, establishing and sticking to household rules about media use, and discussing media content with their children, Winter said. Advertisers of these shows must also be held accountable for the content of these programming their advertising dollars are supporting.

Second, consumers must demand and receive the right to pick and choose – and pay for – only the cable channels they want coming into their homes. “It is unconscionable that parents who wish to protect their children from this content are nonetheless forced to subsidize it with their cable subscription dollars,” Winter said.
“Finally, we must demand from the networks an accurate, transparent, and consistent ratings system that will give parents adequate tools to protect their children from inappropriate content.”

With a concerted effort from all, children can be protected from this kind of vile programming.

As Winter concluded: “It takes the courage of concerned citizens to speak out against destructive images on television and to see change happen.”
New Age & Satanic Music
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=267#more-267
By Susan Brinkmann, December 14, 2010

GM writes: “Now that I am learning more and more about the “new” age movement and its philosophies, I am wondering if there any particular bands that I should not be listening to anymore such as Phish.”
This is an excellent question!

First of all, New Age music is definitely an established musical genre that involves dozens of artists. There are various styles but most are designed to inspire relaxation and meditation. New Age music is defined more by the effects or feelings it produces than by the instruments used in its creation, which can be electronic, acoustic, or a mixture of both. Some popular styles incorporate Eastern instruments such as the sitar, tabla and tamboura although classical instruments are also used, such as piano, flute, harp and electronic instruments.

An extensive list of New Age musicians can be found on Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_New_Age_music_artists  

A list of New Age bands can be found here: http://music.toptenreviews.com/bands/list-new-age-bands-2.htm
It is worth noting that while some New Age music artists openly embrace New Age beliefs, other artists and bands specifically state that they do not consider their music to be New Age, even though their work has been labeled this way by recording studios and music retailers.

Another form of music that is popular among New Agers is known as "ambient music" which is designed to be played in the background (sort of like airport music) and attempts to evoke a particular atmosphere.

The name was coined by Brian Eno in the 1970′s. Eno, who refers to himself as a "non-musician" claims that his ambient music compositions, or "experiments in sound," were more like "treatments" than traditional performances. The intent of the music was to put the listener into a different state of mind. Eno admits to being influenced by musician John Cage who relied on I Ching (a Chinese divination system) to create a musical composition. Eno is said to have used a similar method.

Eno worked with artists such as David Bowie, and produced and performed on three albums by Talking Heads. He produced seven albums for U2 and worked on records by Paul Simon, Depeche Mode, Coldplay and Grace Jones.

I would be remiss if I neglected to mention the most dangerous form of modern music, heavy metal and satanic rock.

In his books, An Exorcist Tells His Story, and An Exorcist: More Stories, famed Rome exorcist Fr. Gabriele Amorth relates the tragic stories of many youth who were severely oppressed, if not possessed outright, by Satan as a result of making this kind of music a steady diet.

At the end of the fourth chapter in  . . . More Stories, Fr. Amorth quotes from a 1982 edition of Lumiere et Paix magazine which contained an article about Wiccans in the U.S. who own three record companies whose sole intent is to corrupt and destroy the psychology of young people. Although not all Wiccans are Satanists, these particular members are, and all have consecrated themselves to the person of Satan. They reveal that every one of their recordings is designed to lead youth into Satanism.

According to the article, the group’s productions are based on the following four principles.

1. Beat – the rhythm or beat of the music is designed to mimic the sex act and sweep listeners into a kind of frenzy, which is the result of activating the sexual instinct.

2.  Volume intensity – the volume is deliberately set to at least seven decibels above the tolerance level of the nervous system. Prolonged exposure to such a noise level induces a type of depression, rebelliousness and aggression.

3.  Subliminal signal – these signals are transmitted at such a high pitch that we are unable to hear them. 

"The signal is meant to disorient; at an intensity 3,000 kilocycles per second, it acts on our unconscious, but our ears cannot capture it precisely because it is supersonic," the article states. "Unbeknownst to us, the brain produces a natural drug as a result of the stimuli it receives, and it disorients us. Suddenly we feel strange. This strange feeling induces us to seek real drugs and causes addicts to increase their intake."

4.  Ritual consecration of every record during a black mass – before each album is released on the market, it is consecrated to Satan through a ritual that is a true black mass.

The article goes on to say that "If you ever take the time to analyze the words of these songs [words that may be hidden and only perceptible by listening to the record backward], you will realize that the general subject is always the same: rebellion against parents, against society, against all that exists; the unleashing of all sexual instincts; and the urge to create an anarchist state with the ultimate triumph of Satan’s universal kingdom. A few songs are hymns specifically dedicated to Satan.

If this sounds a little far-fetched, consider the lyrics in some of the following songs:

Metallica – "The Prince":

"Angel from below . . .
I wish to sell my soul . . .
devil take my soul
with diamonds you repay
I don’t care for heaven
so don’t you look for me to cry

and I will burn in hell
from the day I die."

Megadeth – "The Conjuring":

"I am the devil’s advocate
a salesman, if you will . . .
Come join me in my infernal depths . . .
I’ve got your soul!"

Even more outrageous is rocker Marilyn Manson, an ordained "reverend" in the Church of Satan who routinely rips up the bible and blasphemes Jesus Christ during concerts. His group sells t-shirts that scream "KILL YOUR PARENTS".

In an interview with Spin in 1996, Manson said: "Hopefully, I’ll be remembered as the person who brought an end to Christianity."

I’m grateful to GM for bringing up this subject because parents need to be aware of what kind of music their children are listening to. Parents can access Lyrics.com for one of the most extensive lists of lyrics on the web. http://www.lyrics.com/.

Study: Music Industry Addicted to Sex
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=9729 

By Susan Brinkmann, October 3, 2011

A new study has found that a whopping 92 percent of all of the top songs of 2009 contained sexually suggestive themes. 

According to The Atlantic Wire, the music your kids are listening to may not be what you had in mind for good, clean entertainment. A new study by professor Dawn R. Hobbs of the State University of New York at Albany and published in Evolutionary Psychology found an overwhelming amount of sexual themes in today’s music. “Approximately 92% of the 174 songs that made it into the [Billboard] Top 10 in 2009 contained reproductive messages,” Hobbs says. Her study analyzed the messages being broadcast in the top 174 songs and found 18 different sex-related categories present in the lyrics, such as songs referring to sex acts, arousal, genitalia, sexual prowess, etc. She found an average of 10.49 sex-related phrases per song, with music in the R&B genre being the biggest offender. Sexual appeal was most prominent in pop songs and country music was more likely to contain lyrics pertaining to fidelity and commitment. Apparently, sex sells just as much music as it does everything else these days. “Further analyses showed that the bestselling songs in all three charts featured significantly more reproductive messages than those that failed to make it into the Top Ten,” the report says. But this trend may not be indicative of new cultural lows. Hobbs claims that the trend to include sexual messages in music has a long history. “While the frequency of some of the themes differ, these findings clearly show that the same reproductive categories derived from the content analysis of our initial sample of 2009 contemporary songs map surprisingly well onto the lyrics from opera and arts songs dating back hundreds of years.” 

Swedish Satanic Rock Band Begins US Tour This Month 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=11541#more-11541 

By Susan Brinkmann, January 11, 2012

A satanic rock band from Sweden known as Ghost is planning a 13-stop tour in America beginning in New York City on January 18. The band, which keeps the names of its members anonymous, is actually a devil-worshiping ministry that features a lead singer who calls himself “Papa Emeritus” and dresses up as a kind of satanic pope in a skull mask and cardinal’s robes. Their “13 Dates of Doom” tour in the U.S. will include two other “doom rocker” bands, Blood Ceremony and Ancient Wisdom.  
Their flyers advertise the tour in this way:

“In the name of Satan, we will conduct thirteen rituals in thirteen different cities throughout the United States and Canada and now we are summoning all of our devotees to partake in these blasphemous eves of black magic.”

The itinerary for the Ghost/Blood Ceremony/Ancient Wisdom tour is as follows:

[…]
Now, for a little history on the group, it was formed in Sweden in 2008 and released a three-track demo and single “Elizabeth” in 2010 that significantly boosted their popularity. In addition to the lead singer’s antics, the band members’ schtick is to dress in hooded robes and refer to themselves as “Nameless Ghouls.” 

But don’t be fooled into thinking this band is just using some kind of “shock-and awe” tactic to get attention. Here’s an excerpt from the group’s bio, which appears on the Metal Blade Records website:

“Standing motionless and anonymous beneath the painted faces, hoods and robes which their sect demand, the six nameless ghouls of Ghost deliver litanies of sexually pulsating heavy rock music and romantic lyrics, which glorify and glamorize the disgusting and sacrilegious, with the simple intention to communicate a message of pure evil via the most effective device they can find: Entertainment. This is Black Metal at its most original and deceiving; compositions such as ‘Ritual’ and ‘Death Knell’ majestically weave their melodic spell of evil through the senses until the listener finds themselves utterly possessed and open to any diabolical suggestion.”

It goes on to announce that ” . . . Rise Above Ltd will invest heavily in areas such as magazine advertising and retail marketing and employ the services of music publicity specialists in order to expose the music of Ghost to the wider public. 
Specific attention will be paid to targeting people (research suggests these are most likely to be adolescents) who have a void in their life, perhaps caused by some form of emotional trauma or upset. This can be alluringly filled by the music and philosophies of Ghost. In time, these easily manipulated children will come to share the views and goals of the Ghost ministry and can prepare their own plans for the downfall of humanity…”

For those of you who still need convincing, check out the lyrics to their song, “Satan’s Prayer”:

Believe in one God we do, Satan Almighty,
The uncreator of heaven and soul, 
And the unvisible and visible,
And in his son,
Begotten of father,
By whom all things shall be unmade.
Who for man and his damnation
Incarnated,
Rise up from hell,
From sitteth on the left hand of his father,
From thense he shall come to judge
Out of one substance
With Satan
Whose kingdom shall haveth no end.
Hear our Satan prayer,
Our anti-Nicene creed,
Hear our Satan prayer,
For the coming of seed.
Unholy Ghost
Overlord and taker of life,
Hear our Satan prayer,
Our anti-Nicene creed,
Hear our Satan prayer,
For the coming of seed.
The devil has found a much too willing medium in the occult rock movement and is delivering its deadly message to more and more children every day. Parents need to beware of these bands and the rest of us need to pray for protection from this and all other devices of Satan that are being used to rob Our Lord of too many precious souls!

Is it True that Satanic Messages Can be hidden in Rock Music?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=12211#more-12211
By Susan Brinkmann, February 8, 2012

MH asks: “I did a search on google for the record labels owned by Wiccans to promote Satanism.  I came across this website: http://jeffmilner.com/backmasking.htm that gives some examples of backmasking. It has backward lyrics of songs with satanic messages.  I was wondering if this is true or if someone just made it up. I do not know how play a record backwards myself and do not know the website as a trustworthy source.  Do you know if these backward lyrics are accurate or a trustworthy source to look to?”  

This is an excellent question! The technique of burying Satanic or any other kind of message in music that can only be heard when played backward is called backmasking and it is not made up. It is 100% true.
For those who have never heard of it before, backmasking is a technique which involves recording of a sound or message in reverse and then placing it in a recording that is meant to be played forward. When played normally, the reversed message will sound like gibberish; however, when the song is played backward, the message can be clearly heard.

The Beatles popularized backmasking after John Lennon accidentally played tapes for the song, “Rain,” in reverse. He liked the way it sounded and shared it with the other Beatles. According to Beatles’ producer George Martin, the group had been experimenting with the speed of their music and reversing the “Tomorrow Never Knows” tapes, which gave him the idea of reversing Lennon’s vocals and guitar.  Backmasking became a sensation when the group released their White Album which contained a backmasked message at the end of the song, “I’m So Tired.” When played in reverse, Lennon is heard to say, “Paul is dead man, miss him, miss him, miss him.” Another cut on the same album, “Revolution 9,” contains a message hidden in the repeated phrase, “number nine” which, when played backward, says “turn me on dead man.”

Since then, backmasked messages have been turning up in all kinds of music and contain messages ranging from humorous to satanic.

An example of the latter is a cut by a band known as Cradle of Filth. Entitled “Dinner at Deviant’s Palace,” it consists almost entirely of strange sounds and a reversed reading of the Lord’s Prayer (which plays a major role in Black Masses).

Perhaps one of the most famous cases concerning backmasked messages occurred in 1990 when a song recorded by Judas Priest was being blamed for the suicide and attempted suicide of two men in 1985. 
The two men, Raymond Belknap and James Vance, allegedly were drinking beer and smoking pot for several hours while listening to a Judas Priest album in which they claim a backmasked message in the song, “Better by You, Better than Me” encouraged them to commit suicide. The two went to a church playground where Belknap shot himself with a 12 gauge shotgun and died instantly. Vance tried to do the same but the gun slipped. He later told a reporter of a suicide pact he had made with Balknap, saying “We had been programmed. I knew I was going to do it. I was afraid. I didn’t want to die. It’s just as if I had no choice.” He died three years later and his parents filed a civil action alleging that the Judas Priest track, when played backward, encouraged suicide and repeatedly said, “Do it.”

While it is entirely possible for these messages to be hidden in music, most folks don’t play their CDs backward which means the messages can’t be heard by anyone except those who know how to play a CD backward – which you can do easily enough on the Internet.

If these messages can’t be clearly heard unless played backward, how effective are they in influencing behavior?

Not very, according to the experts. Psychologists and psychiatrists say backmasking is essentially useless because unless the message is deliberately played backward, it simply can’t be heard. Some suggest that a reversed message hidden in music can be grasped by the subconscious, but there is no evidence that this can be done.

What would be more threatening that backmasked music is something known as a subliminal signal which can be hidden in music. This is something Rome exorcist Fr. Gabriele Amorth speaks about in his book An Exorcist: More Stories, in which he explains the methods used by the Wiccan recording companies mentioned in MH’s question.

“Subliminal signs are transmitted at such a high pitch that we are unable to hear them. The signal is meant to disorient; at an intensity of 3,000 kilocycles per second, it acts on our unconscious, but our ears cannot capture it precisely because it is supersonic. Unbeknownst to us, the brain produces a natural drug as a result of the stimuli it receives, and it disorients us. Suddenly, we feel strange. This strange feeling induces us to seek real drugs and causes drug addicts to increase their intake” (page 73).

Recordings that contain these signals are often consecrated to Satan during a black mass before they are released to the market.

Fr. Amorth also testifies to the existence of Satanic backmasked music, saying that when played backward, the messages are always the same: “rebellion against parents, against society, against all that exists; the unleashing of all sexual instincts; and the urge to create an anarchist state with the ultimate triumph of Satan’s universal kingdom. A few songs are hymns dedicated to Satan” (pg. 74).

These bands do not hide their intention of luring youth to Satan with some even admitting outright that this is their mission.
Devil Worshipping Band Shocks Audience 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=31416#more-31416
By Susan Brinkmann, July 9, 2014

Father Dwight Longenecker is reporting on a Swedish rock band that openly professes their devotion to the devil and who recently splattered their shocked audience with pig’s blood poured from the skull of a goat – and no one complained! Citing a story http://www.christianpost.com/news/devil-worshipping-metal-band-watain-splatters-pigs-blood-on-fans-in-brooklyn-causing-them-to-shriek-and-vomit-in-satanic-ritual-121779/ that appeared on TMZ, Fr. Longenecker describes the foul antics of Watain, a black metal band that includes satanic rituals in their act. In this particular incident, splattered fans actually screamed and some even vomited, and yet no one protested the event! This is the same band whose website proudly proclaims: “As wolves among sheep we have wandered. Ceremonial fanaticism, black mass hysteria, blood, fire and death; rock n roll as the Devil once intended.” 

Fr. Longenecker says that even if the pig’s blood and goat’s skull were stage props, this is beside the point. What matters is that devil worship is being presented as entertainment. “Why people think this sort of thing is harmless is beyond me. If it looks like devil worship. If it says it is devil worship. If it sounds like devil worship… Then guess what? It’s devil worship,” he writes on Patheos http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/2014/06/if-you-summon-satan.html. 

Not all rock and roll music is demonic, and we must rely on our discernment and common sense to tell the difference between what is music and what crosses the line into devil worship; but the faithful also need to be warned against every possibility of opening the door to Satan, Father says. “Those who work in the deliverance ministry agree that in virtually every case of demon troubles the person has, in some way, opened the door to the dark side. The door might be heavy metal, demonic rock and roll music. It might be an obsession with violent horror movies or dark role playing fantasy games. It might be through New Age practices, fortune telling and the occult. It might be through continued addiction to porn, dark sexuality, perversion or it might simply be through pride, rebellion against God and substance abuse. Satan is always ready to accept the invitation so if you extend it, expect him to show up. 
Study Links Rap to Underage Sex & Drinking
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=47860 

February 29, 2016
A new study has found that young people who listened to rap music in the seventh grade were 2.5 times more likely than their peers to become engaged in sexual activity by the ninth grade.
The Daily Mail is reporting on the study which was conducted by researchers at the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. Almost 450 students middle school students were surveyed over a two year period about how often they listened to rap music – which tends to be sexually explicit than other music – and whether they believed their peers were having sex between the ages of 13 and 16.

Researchers found that students who listened to rap music three or more hours a day in the seventh grade, and who believed their peers were having sex, were 2.5 times more like to report having had sex by the ninth grade.

Experts believe that when youth hear sexually explicit lyrics in a song, they look to their friends to determine if this behavior is happening around them, which influences their decision about whether or not to become sexually involved.

“Rap music influences your beliefs about what you think your peers are doing,” said Kimberly Johnson-Baker, lead author of the study.

“It’s a norming agent that tells you that certain things are OK, like drinking alcohol or having sex. It gives you the idea that everyone is doing it. And the more you’re listening to it, the more you’re conforming, so you could see how it would set up a belief about what your peers are doing. Perceived peer sex is the most powerful predictor of future sex and addressing perceived peer behavior with youth is really important.”

The study’s limitations concerned the sample, which was mostly urban, ethnic minority youth, and was not large enough to examine differences between genders and ethnicity.

Johnson-Baker plans to study how listening to rap music in the fifth grade influences perceptions of peers and sexual initiation in high school.

The findings were published in the Journal of Adolescent Health.
The dangers of EDM and dubstep 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=52027
July 29, 2016
We have received several questions from parents about a relatively new kind of music known as electronic dance music (EDM) who are wondering if this music is dangerous.

The answer to this question is a resounding “yes!” There are concerns with all forms of EDM (electronic dance music) which is an umbrella term that includes many different types of music. Dubstep is considered to be a type of EDM, as is techno trance which encourages listeners to empty the mind, a practice that leads to an altered state. As I state in this blog, techno trance leaves “young listeners who are hungry for spiritual ‘experiences’ vulnerable to whatever mischief the devil wants to work while they are otherwise ‘asleep’.”

This is not necessarily the case with dubstep, which is described in this article as being the product of a handful of DJ’s and producers who wanted to forge a new sound. “ . . . [I]t is comprised of elements familiar to the London underground — drum and bass, two-step garage, hip-hop, for starters — yet it is still somehow very exciting, very different.”

It sounded very creepy and menacing to my ears – like something you’d hear in a movie just before the killer launches his attack. It’s a very eerie sound.

Aside from using the music to put oneself into an altered state, the biggest danger by far with all forms of EDM is the dangerous drug use that occurs at its festivals and dance clubs.

This 2014 article by Fox News documents an alarming number of deaths and serious injuries occurring at EDM clubs and festivals such as the Electric Daisy Carnival in Las Vegas where a 24 year-old man died of an overdose of Ecstasy. At the same festival, 550 medical calls were made by concert-goers at the weekend event. In addition, there were 48 drug-related felony arrests.

In fact, it was the drug-related death of a 15 year-old girl in 2010 that caused the carnival to move from the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum to the Vegas Motor Speedway where it is held to this day.

In 2013, the final day of the Electric Zoo festival in New York was cancelled after two young fans died, four were hospitalized and 31 arrests were made.

Attendees freely admit that they like the music better when they’re taking drugs.

“For me [while listening to electronic dance music], the drug makes the music almost sound better,” said an 18-year-old from the New York area who admitted to taking the drug known as “molly” when attending concerts.

EDM music, and the drug-related subculture that has evolved around it should be concerning to parents especially because of the peer pressure toward drug-related activities that is likely to occur.
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