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JULY 18, 2016    
An apparent contradiction in translation: Psalm 138 (139) verse 14
An enquiry was made of me as to the striking (virtually opposite) difference in translation of the subject referred verse between the New RSV and the RSV:

The Revised Standard Edition (1952)

I praise thee, for thou art fearful and wonderful are thy works, and my soul knoweth right well.

The New Revised Standard Edition (1993)
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are thy works!

I found that it was the same in other Catholic (and Protestant) Bibles:
The New American Bible (1990-1991)
I give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works!

But the older, traditional, standard versions like the Vulgate agreed with the RSV:
The Latin Vulgate
Confitebor tibi, quia terribiliter magnificatus es; mirabilia opera tua, et anima mea cognoscit nimis.

The Douay-Rheims Bible

I will praise thee, for thou art fearfully magnified: wonderful are thy works, and my soul knoweth right well.
This is where Catholics must learn to do two things:
i) look at different translations/versions, and

ii) read the footnotes wherever available.
The RSV footnote says “Cn Compare Gk Syr Jerome: Heb fearful things I am wonderful”.

Cn (from page ix): Cn indicates a correction made where the text has suffered in transmission and the versions provide no satisfactory restoration but the Committee agrees with the judgment of competent scholars as to the most probable reconstruction of the original text.
Gk: Septuagint, Greek version of the Old Testament

Syr: Syriac version of the Old Testament
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