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APOSTOLIC LETTER

PIUS XII
SACRO VERGENTE ANNO
CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
JULY 7, 1952 (1)
https://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-xii/it/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-xii_apl_19520707_sacro-vergente-anno.html  
(POOR TRANSLATION) 
While the holy year was coming happily toward its end, after divine disposition it was given to us to solemnly define the dogma of the Assumption in body and soul to heaven the great Mother of God, Virgin Mary, many from all over the world There they expressed their vivid exultation; among them were those who did not, in sending letters of thanks, pleaded so earnestly We consecrate the entire people of Russia, in distress of the present time, to the Immaculate Heart of the same Virgin Mary.
This begs returned We extremely welcome, because if Our paternal love embraces all peoples, in particular will appeal to those who, although separated in the top part of the historical events in this Apostolic See, however, still retain the Christian name and are in a state that not only are they difficult to hear our voice and to know the teachings of the Catholic doctrine, but are pushed with deceptive arts and pernicious to reject even the faith and the name of God.
1. Constant remembrance in prayer
As soon as we were elevated to the supreme pontificate, our thoughts turned to you who form a great people, famous in history for glorious deeds, for patriotic love, hard work and thrift, piety towards God and the Virgin Mary.
We have never ceased to raise Our supplications to God that will always help you with his light and with his divine help, and grant you all to be able to achieve, along with the optimal material prosperity, even that freedom, so everyone of you be able to protect their human dignity, to know the teachings of the true religion, and pay the debt service to God not only in the depths of his conscience, but openly, in the exercise of public and private life.
After all you know that our predecessors, whenever he showed them the opportunity, nothing else had more at heart than to manifest their goodwill and to offer their help. You know that the apostles of Western Slavs, Saints Cyril and Methodius, which together with the Christian religion brought to the ancestors of even the civilization, they headed quest'alma cities, because their apostolic activity was supported by the Romans pontiffs. And as they make their entrance in Rome, our predecessor of happy memory Adriano III "meets them with great witness of honor, accompanied by the clergy and the people" (2) and, having approved and praised their work, not only elevates them to the episcopate, but wants to consecrate himself with the solemn majesty of the sacred rites.
2. At a millennium from the first meetings
As for your ancestors, the Roman pontiffs, whenever the circumstances permit it, they tried to tighten or strengthen bonds of friendship with them. So in the year 977 Our predecessor of happy memory Benedict VII sent his legate to the prince Jaropolk, brother of the famous Vladimir; and at the same Grand Prince Vladimir, under whose auspices shone for the first time among your people the name and Christian civilizations, legations were sent by our predecessors John XV in 991 and Sylvester II in 999; which it was kindly reciprocated by the same Vladimiro, who in turn sent messengers to the same Roman pontiffs. And it is noteworthy that at the time when this prince brought these people to the religion of Jesus Christ, the Christian East and West were united under the authority of the Roman Pontiff, as the supreme head of the whole church.
Indeed, not a few years later, i.e. in 1075, your prince Isjaslav sent his son Iaropolk the Supreme Pontiff Gregory VII; and that Our predecessor of immortal memory, so he wrote to this prince and his august consort: "Your son, while visiting the sacred thresholds of the apostles, came from Us, and because he wanted to get that kingdom for Our hand as a gift of St. Peter , having made profession of fidelity to the same prince of the apostles, he requested him with devout prayers, ensuring without any doubt that his request would be ratified and confirmed by you, if he had the favor and protection of apostolic authority. Since these wishes and these requests seemed legitimate, for both your consent and for the devotion of the applicant, we finally we received, and we delivered by St. Peter the government of your kingdom, with this intention, and with this burning desire, that the blessed Peter by his intercession with God watch over you, your kingdom and all your things, and you do have that same kingdom in all peace and with honor and glory until the end of your life. ...” (3)
Likewise, it should be noted and taken into consideration amount Isidore, Metropolitan of Kiev, in the ecumenical council is Florence, he signed the decree which was solemnly sanctioned the union of Eastern and Western church under the authority of the Roman Pontiff, and this throughout his ecclesiastical province, that is, for the entire kingdom of Russia; and that penalty units he, as far as he looked, he remained true to the end of his earthly life.
3. Admirable pages of generosity and love
And if in the meantime and further, because of a combination of adverse circumstances, on the one hand and on the other communications became more difficult, and therefore more difficult for the union of souls - although until 1448 does not have any document public declaring your church separate from the apostolic See - what otherwise in general is not to be attributed to the Slavic people, certainly not our predecessors, who always surrounded themselves with a paternal love these people, and when it was possible for them took care to support them and to help them in every way.
Omit many other historical documents which appears benevolence of Our Predecessors towards your nation, but we cannot fail to mention briefly what did the popes Benedict XV and Pius XI, when, after the first European conflict, especially in the southern regions of your country, huge crowds of men, women, innocent boys and girls were hit by a terrible famine and extreme poverty. They in fact, driven by paternal affection towards your countrymen, sent to these people food, clothing and money collected by the entire Catholic family, to meet all those hungry and unhappy, and be able to ease some of their calamity. And our predecessors they provided, according to their possibilities, not only for the material needs, but also spiritual ones; In fact, you do not pay to raise supplications to God, Father of mercies and source of all comfort (2 Cor 1, 3), also it wanted them to be held public prayers for your religious status so upset and disturbed by Holocaust deniers and enemies God determined to root by minds faith and the very notion of Divinity. So the Supreme Pontiff Pius XI in 1930 decreed that the day of the feast of St. Joseph, patron of the universal church, "had raised public prayers to God … in the Vatican Basilica for the unhappy conditions of religion in Russia "; (4) and he himself wanted to be present, surrounded by a thick and pious multitude of people. Also in solemn speech Consistory exhorted all with these words: "We must pray to Christ. . . Redeemer of mankind, so that it is once again at peace, and the freedom to profess their faith to the unhappy children of Russia. . . and we want this intention, that is, for Russia, those prayers are recited which Our Predecessor Leo XIII of happy memory has forced the priests to say together with the people after the Holy Mass; the bishops and the regular and secular clergy with care seek to inculcate the above to their faithful or anyone attending the Mass, and often this recall to their memory." (5)
4. Impartiality of the Supreme Pontiff
We gladly confirm and renew this exhortation and this command, since the religious situation in this with you is certainly no better, and because we feel towards these people animated by the same genuine love and the same care.
On the outbreak of the last tremendous and long struggle, we did everything that was in Our ability, with the word, with the exhortations and action, so that the disagreements were healed through an equitable and just peace, and that the peoples all, regardless of race differences, they were united in a friendly and brotherly, and together they collaborate to achieve greater prosperity.
Never, even at that time, came from Our mouth a word that might seem unfair or harsh to a part of the belligerents. Certainly we have tried, as you had, any iniquity, and any violation of law; but what we did in order to avoid with all diligence all he could become, although unjustly, because of major afflictions for the oppressed peoples. And when somewhere you put pressure because we in some way, either verbally or in writing, we approve the war waged against Russia in 1941, we agreed not to do this, as we expressed it openly February 25, 1946, in his speech before the sacred College and to all the diplomatic missions to the Holy See. (6)
5. For the freedom of souls and for justice
When it comes to defending the cause of religion, of truth, of justice and of Christian civilization, we certainly cannot keep silent; this, however, have always turned Our thoughts and Our intentions, that is, not by force of arms, but with the majesty of the law all people are governed; and each of them, in possession of the due civil and religious freedom within the borders of their own country, is conducted towards the harmony, peace and the life of work, for which individual citizens can obtain the necessary things to food, to housing, livelihood and the government of their own family. Our words and our exhortations riguardarono and involve all nations, and then you, too, that you are always present in our hearts, and with which we want to alleviate disasters and according to Our forces. 
Those who do not like the lie but the truth know that throughout the course of the recent conflict harsh We proved impartial towards all belligerents, and what we have often proved in words and deeds; and we understood in Our ardent love all nations, even those whose rulers professed enemies of this Apostolic See, and those as well as the deniers of God fiercely oppose anything that smacks of the Christian and God, and try to clear it by minds of citizens. In fact, the mandate of Jesus Christ, who entrusted the entire flock of the Christian people to St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles (cf. John 21: 15-17) - of which we are unworthy successor - We love all people with intense love and we wish to procure earthly prosperity and eternal salvation of everyone. All, therefore, is at war with the weapons, both in contention for serious disagreements, as we are considered as so many beloved children; and anything else we want, anything else we ask God in prayer for them, if not their mutual concord, just and true peace, and growing prosperity. Indeed, if some, because deceived by the lies and slanders, profess hostility in Our concern, We are driven to them by a greater pity and a more ardent affection.
6. Condemns the error and charity for those in error
No doubt we have condemned and rejected - as required by the duty of our office - the mistakes that the proponents of atheistic communism teach and strive to propagate with great damage and destruction of the citizens; but those in error, far from reject them, we want them to come back to the truth and are brought back to the right path. We have indeed brought to light and try these lies, which are often presented under false appearances of truth, precisely because we feed towards you paternal affection and seek your good. For we have the firm conviction that you cannot derive from these mistakes that enormous damage, because not only take away from your souls the supernatural and those supreme comfort light coming by piety and devotion to God, but I also naked of human dignity and just freedom due to the citizens.
7. The powerful defense of the Mother of God
We know that many of you retain the Christian faith in the intimate sanctuary of his own conscience, which in no way allow themselves to lead to favor the enemies of religion, but rather crave professing Christian teachings, unique and sure foundations of civil life, not only privately, but if it were possible, as befits a free people, even openly. And yet we know, with sum Our hope and great comfort, that you are loved and honored with a most ardent affection the Virgin Mary Mother of God, and who worshiped his sacred images. It is known that in the same Clemlino a temple was built - now unfortunately withdrawn from divine worship - dedicated to Blessed Mary assumed into heaven; and this is a clear testimony of the love that your ancestors and you bring to the great Mother of God.
However, we know that cannot weaken the hope of salvation where the minds are turning with sincerity and ardent devotion to the Most Holy Mother of God. In fact, though men strive, as wicked and powerful, to pluck up from the hearts of citizens of the holy religion and Christian virtues, though Satan himself trying to promote by all means this sacrilegious struggle according to the judgment of the Apostle: ". . . We not against flesh and blood, but against the princes and powers, against the ruling of this dark world, against evil spirits. . . "(Ephesians 6, 12); However, if Mary interposes his powerful patronage, the gates of hell cannot prevail. In fact, it is the most gracious and powerful Mother of God and of all of us, and never was it known that anyone has resorted appealing to her, and has not experienced her powerful intercession. Go on, then, as you usually, to venerate with fervent piety, to ardently love her and to invoke her with these words, which you are familiar: "To you only have been granted, most holy and most pure Mother of God, to see you ever heard'. (7)
8. Fervent appeal for peace
We also together with you we raise it Our supplication, so that the Christian truth, decency and support of human society, is strengthened and vigoreggi between the peoples of Russia, and all the tricks of the enemies of religion, all their mistakes and their perfidious arts are rejected far from you; so that the public and private morals again conform to the evangelical virtues; so that those especially who among you who profess Catholicism, although deprived of their pastors, resist with fearless strength against impiety assaults until death; so that just freedom which belongs to the human person, to the citizens and Christians, both at all returned, as is their right, and in the first place is given back to the church, which has a divine mandate to teach all men in religious truth and in virtue; and finally so that true peace may shine to your beloved nation and for all humanity, and that peace based on justice and nurtured by charity directs happily all nations for the common prosperity of the citizens and peoples that comes from mutual harmony of spirit.
It pleased the Most Loving Mother of our look with benign eyes even of those who organize the ranks of militant atheists and give each pulse to their initiatives. It wants to shed the light that comes from their minds, and directing with divine grace their hearts to salvation.
9. Consecration of the peoples of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
We, therefore, to more easily Our and your prayers be answered, and to give you a singular witness of Our special goodwill, as a few years ago we consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart of the Virgin Mother of God, so now, so very special, dedicate all the peoples of Russia to the same immaculate Heart, in the sure confidence that with the powerful patronage of the virgin Mary is happily come true as soon as the votes that we, that you, that all good form for a real peace, for a fraternal concord, and the due freedom to all and first of the church; so that, through prayer that we raise with you and with all Christians, the saving reign of Christ, who is "a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, of love and peace ", (8) in every part of the earth triumphs and be strengthened steadily.
And with humble prayer we pray the same clement Mother, why assist each of you in this disaster and get to her divine Son to your minds the light that comes from Heaven, and implore for your souls that virtue and that fortress, so, sustained by divine grace, can victoriously overcome all ungodliness and error.
Rome, at St. Peter's, July 7, 1952, feast of Saints Cyril and Methodius, the fourteenth year of Our Pontificate.
Pius PP. XII
(1) PIUS PP. XII, Epist. Exhortation. Sacred convergent year de universae Russorum gentis Immaculato Mariae Cordi consecratione, [For universos Russiae populos], 7 Iulii 1952: AAS 44 (1952), pp. 505-511.
(2) LEO XIII, Ep. enc. Grande munus, 30 sept.1880: Acta Leonis XIII, II, p. 129; EE 3.
(3) gregorii Registrum VII, 1, 2, n. 74: MGH Epist. select. II, I, p. 236.
(4) AAS 22 (1930), p. 300.
(5) AAS 22 (1930), p. 301.
(6) Cf. AAS 38 (1946), p. 154.
(7) Acathistus Festi Patronages SS. Of Genitricis: Kondak 3.
(8) Praef. in festo Jesu Christi Regis.
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Sacro Vergente anno (July 7, 1952) is an Apostolic Letter of Pope Pius XII to all people of Russia. In it the Pope consecrates all the people of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.[1] Because of the Virgin Mary, he has great faith in the future of their country but is anguished about the Soviet hostility towards religion in general and the Catholic Church in particular.[2] [3]
The Pope remembered that after he solemnly declared the Virgin Mary taken up into heaven, many wrote to him, asking that he may dedicate the whole Russian people to the immaculate heart of the Virgin. He was grateful for this request, since he had a special affection for the great people, who, while separated from him, continued to fight for its Christian identity with all means and great courage.

As soon as he was elected to the Papacy, Pope Pius XII turned to the people of Russia, "which are blessed with true love of fatherland, modesty, and a real work ethic. Most of all, the Russian people share a deep affection for the most blessed Virgin."[4]
The Pope reviews 1000 years of relations and difficulties and describes the humanitarian efforts of his predecessors, Pope Benedict XV and Pope Pius XI for the needy and hungry populations of the Soviet Union. Their efforts were stifled by God-hating persecutors of all Christians in their country. Still, despite of these persecutions, during the war, he himself would not utter one word, which could have been used unfairly, and despite strong pressures, he never approved a war against communism or Russia in 1941. He will not remain silent, when religion, truth or justice are at stake, since it is his deepest wish, that nations are ruled not by military might but justice. Everybody must fairly admit that he was impartial during the last war. Now, that the war is over, it is his duty to speak out and to condemn communism, but this does never mean, that the Church rejects those who err.[5]
The Pope reminds the Russian people, that the Virgin Mary is always victorious. The gates of hell will never prevail, where she offers her protection. She is the good mother, the mother of all, and it has never been heard, that those who seek her protection, will not receive it. With this confidence, the Pope dedicates all people of Russia to the immaculate heart of the Virgin. She will help. All error and atheism will be overcome with her assistance and divine grace.[6]
1. Mark Miravalle, 1993, Introduction to Mary, Queenship Publishing ISBN 978-1-882972-06-7, page 170
2. Acta Apostolicae Sedis 1952, page 505
3. Vatican Website (the papal letter)
4. Sacro Vergente 2
5. Sacro Vergente 8
6. Sacro Vergente 12
The Traditionalist Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) explains the problem* with the Apostolic Letter

Who remembers Fatima?

http://www.sspxasia.com/Documents/SiSiNoNo/1996_June/Who_Remembers_Fatima.htm  
June 1996

This past May 13th was the seventy-ninth anniversary of the first apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Fatima, Portugal. This great event has fallen into complete oblivion due to the inaction of the Catholic hierarchy. A shroud of complete silence covers the only survivor of the three seers of that event, Sr. Maria Lucia of the Immaculate Heart, known as Sr. Lucy. Though cloistered in the Carmel of Coimbra since 1948, she used to receive authorized visits from Church personalities, from cardinals and researchers of the apparitions, as well as letters from all over the world. Since 1954, these visits were limited by Church authorities, to the point of being abolished altogether in 1960. 
In that year the public revelation of the famous "Third Secret" of Fatima by the Pope was to take place, which never happened. Since 1960 Sr. Lucy has been forbidden to talk about the apparitions, not even by letter, except to cardinals (since they have free access to the cloister) and close relatives and acquaintances if approved by the authorities. No one can approach her in the visiting parlor of the convent. The permits for the visits are issued by Joseph Card. Ratzinger, prefect of the congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, but he has not granted any for many years. The very one who has seen and spoken to Mary and Our Lord is "cut off" beyond the already rigid rules of the cloister.
That the Vatican wants to forget Fatima is shown by the fact that the fundamental scientific and official studies done on the apparitions have yet to be authorized by the authorities in charge. We refer to Fr. Alonso's 14-volume publication (1976) which gathered, classified, and commented on 5,396 Fatima documents, including interviews with Sr. Lucy.1
Does the hierarchy understand the importance of the "Message of Fatima"? We refer especially to the requests for the Communion of Reparation of the five First Saturdays, and to the Consecration of Russia to Her by a public act, made simultaneously by all the bishops of the world.

 

THE REAL CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA, IGNORED BY PIUS XI AND PIUS XII

None of these requests has ever been fulfilled. The first one has received little notoriety. For the second, if some consecrations did take place, none were valid because none were carried out as specified. The two requests are interconnected. Our Lady of Fatima said on July 13, 1917:

...I come to ask for the Consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart and the Communion of Reparation on the first Saturdays of the month. If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted and there will be peace. Otherwise she will spread her errors throughout the world provoking wars and persecutions against the Church. The good will suffer martyrdom, the Holy Father will have much to suffer, various nations will be annihilated. In the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, it will convert and a period of peace will be given to the world.

This consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary was asked for the first time in an apparition in the Convent of Tuy, Spain, on June 13, 1929. Pope Pius XI was made aware of it before August, 1931:

...[T]he time has come where God asks the Holy Father to consecrate Russia to the Immaculate Heart, in union with all the Bishops of the world, promising by this act to save her.

The result of this solemn consecration would be the conversion of Russia to the Catholic Faith. Russia will not convert to the Faith without Divine intervention, in which, however, churchmen have been called to co-operate.

But fear of Russia's reaction and that of the world's other superpowers has been stronger than the desire to fulfill the Divine request! Subsequent to Pius XI, who did nothing regarding it in order to safeguard his (failed) attempt to establish an opening with the Soviet Union, there took place consecrations concerning Russia in many forms but not as prescribed by the Blessed Mother. In his radio message of October 31, 1942, to Portugal, Pius XII consecrated the Church and the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, containing a special mention, however very discreet, of Russia. This act, however, was ineffective towards the conversion of Russia because it lacked the necessary prerequisites. The Blessed Mother asked specifically for Russia alone to be consecrated. Besides, it must take place with the all bishops of the world. Neither of these two necessary conditions was met on the occasion of this papal address.

Following this, on July 7, 1952, Pius XII in his Apostolic letter, Sacro Vergente Anno, addressed to the people of Russia, made a consecration of "all the people of Russia" to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, so that there would come about "a true peace, brotherly harmony and the freedom due to everyone." *Note that this was a consecration made in general terms, with no mention of reparation nor of conversion and lacking any solemnity. There was no order given to the bishops of all the world to join explicitly with the Pope in this consecration.

Pope John XXIII, with his policy emphasis on Ostpolitik, did nothing. In the closing session of the Second Vatican Council (Nov. 26, 1964), Pope Paul VI limited himself to the consecration to Mary Immaculate of "all the human family." The attitude of Pope Paul VI to the Fatima message was skeptical aloofness. He went to Portugal on the occasion of the Jubilee of the Apparitions (May 13, 1967) but limited his visit to one day. He never went to the apparition site and did not give Sr. Lucy the private audience she desired.

 

THE NEGLECT CONTINUES WITH JOHN PAUL II

The present pontiff showed interest in Fatima after having suffered the well-known attempt on his life on May 13, 1981. In a month's time he entrusted the entire "human family" to the protection of the Virgin. Sr. Lucy insisted in interviews with Church officials that the consecrations of Pius XII were not valid. Pope John Paul II proceeded then to make new consecrations in the form of an "Act of Dedication" of the world to God through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. This was done in union - purely spiritually - with "all of the pastors of the Church," none of whom, on their part, consecrated anything. This was repeated on October 16, 1983, and on March 25, 1984, in Rome. But these "acts" are to be considered totally void because they defied the conditions. Russia was not even mentioned and the world's bishops were not physically assembled.

Since then, attempts have been made to obtain a consecration as prescribed. The Pope and Church leaders have reacted with annoyance, stating that everything required had been accomplished. The question was closed. In 1989, typewritten statements appeared, attributed to Sr. Lucy, which affirmed that the Act of Dedication of 1984 met the requests of the Madonna. But an error consistently appears in these letters saying that the papal Act of Dedication [by Pope John Paul II] fulfilled Our Lady's request to consecrate "the world." However, Sr. Lucy has always said the Blessed Mother said that "Russia" was to be consecrated exclusively and never "the world." Hence, the authenticity of these statements is dubious. 
To save credibility, an attempt has been made to establish that the recent upheaval in Eastern Europe and the "Communist crisis" demonstrated that the Act of Dedication of Pope John Paul II was bearing results. Russia was seen as starting to convert. Our Lady, however, did not say she wanted Russia to convert to freedom of conscience or to democracy, but to the Catholic Faith. Instead of expanding, Catholicism in Russia suffers yet another persecution. The facts show that the Pope has not carried out the wishes of the Blessed Mother.

 

A TERRIBLE WARNING

When heaven commands, man cannot do as he pleases. He must follow the example of Naaman the Syrian, who obeyed to the letter what Eliseus the Prophet had commanded him to do despite what he thought of such a command - to be cured of leprosy by washing seven times in the Jordan River, indeed (IV Kings 5:1-14)!? Nevertheless that is exactly what happened. The above-mentioned popes have not possessed the faith of Naaman. They have not believed that by a mere act of consecration (as Our Lady has requested) there could take place such a great event as the conversion of Russia.

Will the popes continue to ignore Heaven's requests? No. The consecration will be made, but it will be made late. This is what was foretold by Our Lord to the seer, emphasising what the Blessed Mother had said at Fatima, in a vision going back to 1931, at Rianjo, Spain, in the face of the passive attitude of Pius XI:

[T]ell my ministers, who behave like the king of France by procrastinating in carrying out my wishes, that they will follow him into suffering the same misfortune. It is never too late to have recourse to Jesus and Mary....Like the king of France, they will regret it and will do it, even though late...

What is the significance of this reference to the king of France? To what event does Our Lord refer? It is the request made in a vision to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque and brought to the attention of Louis XIV in 1689, to consecrate explicitly France to the Sacred Heart of Jesus; but which the "Sun King" did not fulfill. Louis XVI did make an act of consecration, but it was already "too late." He was overthrown and was executed. According to this prophecy, then, the popes could suffer a similar fate, due to their obstinacy. A Pope will, finally, make the consecration forced by a situation of extreme danger for the Church. There hovers over the papacy the prophecy of a terrible punishment because of continual disobedience and lack of faith. But it is a prophecy which can be thwarted by a change of heart on the part of those for whom the message was intended. It is an awesome prophecy because it does not say that it will be "too late," but "late," leaving one to understand that after the consecration, however late it will be, the Church will undergo a rebirth.

 

THE QUESTION OF THE THIRD SECRET

Continual refusal has persisted to a greater degree in the matter of the revelation of the so-called Third Secret of Fatima. By this is meant the third part of the secret given the three little seers on Friday, July 13, 1917 and made public gradually by Sr. Lucy (with the exception precisely of the Third Secret). The secret forms part of a single unit. It contains "three things": (1) the vision of hell; (2) the proclamation to establish the devotion of the five First Saturdays, and the Consecration of Russia to avoid the chastisement of World War II (prophesied with extreme exactness). In the second part of the Secret, then, Our Lady, after having announced that the First World War was about to end, seemed to connect the beginning of the Second World War to the lack of the consecration of Russia; (3) the third part or "Third Secret," put into writing by Sr. Lucy in January, 1944, and given to the Bishop of Leiria (who did not want to read it) on May 17, 1944 and transmitted to Rome on April 16, 1957. Even Pius XII did not want to read it. By the instructions given by Sr. Lucy, it was to be made public by 1960. The seer has always said that, because of its contents, this part of the secret of Fatima could not be revealed in the same way as the other two. As for its being made public, she has deferred to the judgement of the higher ecclesiastic authorities.

The Third Secret begins almost certainly after the last sentence of the text of the other two messages Sr. Lucy has made known. This sentence is:

In Portugal the dogma of Faith will always be kept, etc.

The presence of that "etc.," shows that Sr. Lucy has given to understand the sentence in question is not a prophecy which is aimed at Portugal exclusively (as some have attempted to claim) but is the beginning of an announcement concerning the keeping of the dogma of Faith in the Christian nations. In all likelihood, the Third Secret is concerned with the preservation of the deposit of Faith, that is to say, its specific object is Holy Mother the Church. It is very likely that in it are prophesied the grave upheavals the Catholic Church was to be subjected to due to the actions of its hierarchy. The betrayal of the Faith through the fault of its shepherds is surely foreseen in the Third Secret. This is why the present Official Church, of which these shepherds hold the controls of power, have not the least reason to make it known and do everything in their power to make sure that it would fall into oblivion.

It does not deal with the end of the world, as some have tried to insinuate, even though one cannot rule out that it also mentions material punishments. The Third Secret concerns the Church, the painful obfuscation of the Faith in which we find ourselves. This can be deduced also from what Pope John Paul II said to Sr. Lucy in the brief meeting (May 13, 1985) which she confided to Cardinal Oddi in 1985: That it is not convenient to make the secret known because the world "would not have understood it." What could there possibly be in the secret that would be difficult for the faithful to understand, if not the revelation that the Third Secret prophesies that the present Official Church is a Church apostate from the Catholic truth?

But haven't the faithful sensed this by now? 
What can they think of a Church that instead of worshipping God practices the worship of man and woman?...that has removed the Most Holy Trinity from Holy Mass?...that proclaims belief in a "One God" valid for all religions, even the most contrary to Christianity?...which no longer mentions original sin, immortality of the soul, particular nor final judgement, nor Paradise?...which allows the belief that hell is empty?...that when it is compelled to talk about traditional truths in the New Catechism, she explains them as being opinions (subjective) of Church Traditions instead of being truths, (objective) which by and for themselves are dogmas which the Church makes her own?...that has established a Novus Ordo Mass of which the Protestants approve?...that often maintains silence about the Divine nature of Christ, because if it proclaimed it, its so-called "dialogue" would end abruptly?...which affirms that by His death on the Cross, Jesus has already saved everybody, even those who do not believe in Him as being the Son of God?...that no longer takes into consideration that the conversion of the world to Christ is a fundamental duty, because to attempt to convert would be a violation of "freedom of conscience" of the followers of other religions?...that has embraced in everything the errors of Protestant theology?…which honors the "martyrs" of the heretics and erases its own from the calendar?...that works tirelessly for the unification of Catholicism with all of the other religions and sects, dissolving itself thereby in the embrace of false ecumenism?...that speaks obsessively about the world's problems, especially political, and never about Eternal Life, and which replaces Catholicism by a deistic humanism, such as that of the Masons?

In what is purported to be the last interview allowed to her (Dec. 26, 1957), Sr. Lucy complained to Fr. Fuentes about the ever-advancing spiritual deafness and loss of faith:

Father, the Holy Virgin is very sad because no one pays any attention to her message, neither the good nor the bad. The good keep up on their own way, but without concerning themselves about the message. The bad, seeing that God's chastisement has not touched them yet, continue on with their sinful living and do not care about the message. Father, God is about to punish the world and He will do it in a terrible way. The Heavenly chastisement is imminent. [This was on the eve of the Second Vatican Council, which has represented for the Church - the late Father Congar stated - what the states General were for the French Revolution - Ed.] Tell them [the Bishop of Leiria and Pius XII, who refused to read the Third Secret - Ed.] that the Holy Virgin said to my cousins Francisco and Jacinta and to me repeatedly that many nations will disappear from the face of the earth, that Russia will be the means used to accomplish the punishment from Heaven, if we do not succeed in the conversion of this poor Nation, first....Father, the devil is about to begin a decisive battle against the Virgin, and because he is capable of offending principally God and perverting in a short time the greater  number of souls, he is doing everything in his power to gain the souls of the persons consecrated to God Father, let us not expect to receive calls to penance from the Holy Father, addressed to the entire world; and don't let us even expect them to come from our Bishops, each in his own diocese, nor from the Religious congregations (or orders). No, Our Lord has already used these means, but the world has ignored them. This is why it is now necessary for each one of us to begin, on his own, the spiritual reform of self. Each one must save not only his own, but all the souls that God has placed in his path.

And the means to bring about the "spiritual reform" of ourselves and of others are the true Catholic means for the salvation of souls, that is, "prayer and sacrifice," "the Holy Rosary," and the "devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary."

 

1. All dates and facts quoted in this article are taken from the fundamental works on Fatima. The three volumes by Br. Michel de la Sainte Trinite, Toute la verite sur Fatima, editions de la Contre Reforme Catholique, Sait Parres-les-Vaudes, 1985, ss., and from the abridged version by Br. François de Marie des Anges, Fatima, joie intime, evenement mondial, by the same publisher, 1991. The text of the secret, which we partially quote, is found on pp.59-63 of the latter book and the interview granted to Fr. Fuentes, quoted pp.283-286.
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