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David Bowie stunned the music world, when he stated:

"Rock has always been THE DEVIL'S MUSIC . . . I believe rock and roll is dangerous . . . I feel we're only heralding SOMETHING EVEN DARKER THAN OURSELVES." (Rolling Stone, Feb. 12, 1976) 

In the song "The Conjuring" by Megadeth, the REAL mission of rock is clearly heard: 

"I AM THE DEVIL'S ADVOCATE, A SALESMAN, if you will . . . 
Come join me in my INFERNAL DEPTHS . . . 

I've got your soul!" 
At the end of the song - they chant "OBEY"! 

Rocker Frank Zappa proudly boasted: 

"I'm the devil's advocate. We have our own worshippers who are called 'groupies.' Girls will give their bodies to musicians as you would give a sacrifice to a god." (Peters Brothers, What About Christian Rock? page 17) 

The group, Metallica, in the song "Jump in the Fire", commands young people to jump into hell:

"Follow me now my child . . . 

 DO JUST AS I SAY . . . 

 Jump by your will or be taken by force I'll get you either way . . . 

 So reach down grab my hand walk with me through the land 

 COME HOME WHERE YOU BELONG 

 So come on JUMP IN THE FIRE." 

In the cover song, "The Prince", Metallica openly sing: 

"Angel from below . . . 

I WISH TO SELL MY SOUL . . . 

DEVIL TAKE MY SOUL 

With diamonds you repay I don't care for heaven 

So don't you look for me to cry, 

AND I WILL BURN IN HELL from the day I die." 

Rock star, Marilyn Manson, proudly boasts: 

"Hopefully, I'll be remembered as the person who brought an end to Christianity." (Spin, August 1996, page 34) 

Manson, an ordained "reverend" in the Church of Satan, mutilates himself on stage, rips-up the Holy Bible, and spews "blasphemies" against the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Manson's T-Shirts declare: "KILL YOUR PARENTS" & "I LOVE SATAN". 

Manson claims his album Antichrist Superstar came via "supernatural-inspiration": 

"I heard this album as finished, I heard it in dreams . . . It was like the revelations of John the Baptist or something." (huH, October 1996, p.34) 

Manson's "hope" for Antichrist Superstar: 

"I think every time people listen to this new album maybe God will be destroyed in their heads. . ." (huH, page 37) 

Manson's "blasphemy" is not just an act. Manson readily admits there's more to the show than meets the eye: 

I don't know if anyone has really understood what we're trying to do. This isn't just about shock value . . . that's just there to lure the people in. Once we've got 'em we can give 'em our MESSAGE. (Hit Parader, Oct. 1996, p.28)

Manson admits his childhood longing for Satan: 

My mom used to tell me when I was a kid, 'If you curse at nighttime, the devil's going to come to you when you're sleeping.' I used to get excited because I really wanted it to happen . . . I wanted it. I wanted it more than anything . . . (Rolling Stone, January, 23, 1997, page 52) 

Twisted Sister sings, "Burn in Hell": 

"Welcome to the abandoned land 

COME ON IN CHILD, TAKE MY HAND 

Here there's no work or play only one bill to pay 

There's just five words to say as you go down, down, down 

YOU'RE GONNA BURN IN HELL!" 

Bon Jovi sings in "Homebound Train": 

"When I was just a boy 

THE DEVIL TOOK MY HAND 

Took me from my home

He made me a man . . . 

I'm going DOWN, DOWN, DOWN, DOWN, DOWN 

On the homebound train." 

In Smash Hits magazine, Bon Jovi says: "I'd kill my mother for rock and roll. I WOULD SELL MY SOUL." 

One of the most popular groups in rock history is Slayer. Slayer sing of themselves, as:

"Warriors from the gates of hell . . . 

In Lord Satan we trust." 

Slayer's albums sell in the millions! And song after song is praise to Satan! 
Their song "Hell Awaits" says: 

"Jesus knows your soul cannot be saved

CRUCIFY THE SO CALLED LORD 

He soon shall fall to me 

Your souls are damned 

Your God has fell to slave for me eternally Hell awaits." 

The beginning of their song "Hell Awaits" contains an obvious backwards message. When played forward, nothing but garbled noise is heard, but when played backwards - you hear the real message - "JOIN US, JOIN US, JOIN US" - over and over! 

Acheron has an album titled, "The Rites of the Black Mass". On the album Peter Gilmore, of the Church of Satan, actually reads the rites of a Black Mass, as the group Acheron, in hellish growls, sings such lyrics as: 

"Glory to thee almighty Satan . . . 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

We adore thee . . . 

THOU ART LORD, THOU ALONE, OH MIGHTY SATAN." 

The group Man-o-war sings, in "The Bridge of Death": 

"Dark Lord, I summon thee 

Demanding the sacred right to burn in hell . . . 

Take my lustful soul, drink my blood as I drink yours . . . 

LUCIFER IS KING. PRAISE SATAN!" 

Morbid Angel sings in "Vengeance in Mine": 

"Mote it be Satan's sword I have become . . . 

I burn with hate 

TO RID THE WORLD OF THE NAZARENE!" 

And to commit the ultimate blasphemy - they sing in the song "Blasphemy": 

"Chant the blasphemy Mockery of the Messiah 

WE CURSE THE HOLY GHOST . . . 

Blaspheme the Ghost 

BLASPHEMY OF THE HOLY GHOST." 

Trey Azagthoh of Morbid Angel claims to be a REAL vampire, and while playing on-stage, he actually bites himself and then drinks his own blood! 

One of the top songs of the 70's was "Hotel California" by the Eagles. Most people have no idea the song refers to the Church of Satan, which happens to be located in a converted HOTEL on CALIFORNIA street! On the inside of the album cover, looking down on the festivities, is Anton LaVey, the founder of the Church of Satan and author of the Satanic Bible! People say, the Eagles aren't serious, they're just selling records. That's what you think! The Eagles manager, Larry Salter, admitted in the Waco Tribune-Herald, (February 28, 1982) that the Eagles were involved with the Church of Satan! Not surprisingly, one of the Eagles' songs is titled "Have A Good Day in Hell." 

The group Kiss leaped on stage as rock'n'roll demons, puking blood, breathing fire and screaming "God of rock'n'roll, we'll steal your virgin soul." 
In their song "God of Thunder", they command young people to kneel before Satan: 

"I'm lord of the wasteland, a modern day man of steel 

I gather darkness to please me and I COMMAND YOU TO KNEEL 

Before, The God of thunder, the god of rock'n'roll 

I'LL STEAL YOUR VIRGIN SOUL!" 

One of the most popular groups in rock is AC/DC. In the song, "Hells Bells", they sing: 

"I got my bell 

I'm gonna take you to hell 

I'm gonna get ya, SATAN GET YA" 

Their song "Highway to Hell" goes: 

"Ain't nothing I would rather do 

GOIN' DOWN, PARTY TIME 

My friends are gonna be there too . . . 

Hey Satan, paid my dues . . .

I'm on the way to the promised land 

I'm on the HIGHWAY TO HELL." 

The group Suicidal Tendencies, whose songs glorify suicide and have been linked to teen suicides, reveal a frightening truth in the song "Possessed": 

"I'M A PRISONER OF A DEMON . . . 

It stays with me wherever I go 

I can't break away from its hold 

This must be my punishment FOR SELLING MY SOUL!" 

Pink Floyd chants, in a parody of Psalm 23, in the song "Sheep": 

"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want . . . 

 With bright knives he RELEASETH MY SOUL 

 He maketh me to hang on hooks in high places . . . 

 For lo, he hath great power and GREAT HUNGER." 

Their song, "Lucifer Sam" goes: "LUCIFER Sam . . . Always sitting by your side, Always by your side." 

The song "Sympathy for the Devil" by the Rolling Stones, is the official anthem for the Church of Satan. In it, Lucifer speaks in the first person and asks sympathy for all who meet him. Lead singer, Mick Jagger claims that Anton LaVey, the founder of the Church of Satan and author of the Satanic Bible, helped inspire their music! 
Their album titled, "Their Satanic Majesties Request", leaves no doubt as to their allegiance! 

The group Venom reveal the real reason for their music, as they sing: 

"We're not here to entertain you . . . 

 I PREACH THE WAYS OF SATAN 

 Answer to his calls!"

In their song "Possessed", they sing: 

"I am possessed by all that is evil 

The death of your God, I demand . . . 

AND SIT AT LORD SATAN'S LEFT HAND!" 

What do you think this music is doing? 

According to the book, Satanism in America, which is endorsed by the National Criminal Justice Task Force on Occult Related Ritualistic Crimes, hard-core Satanism is, "the fastest-growing subculture among America's teens." 

Studies taken by the Georgia Police Academy revealed that 90% of those involved in Satanism are teenagers! 

Television personality, Geraldo Rivera, who explored the terrifying rise of Satanism said, "It exists and it’s flourishing. It is teenagers who are most likely to fall under the spell of Satanism." 

 How serious are they? 

 At the 1992 MTV Awards, the group Red Hot Chili Peppers, upon receiving their award and giving thanks, said: 

"FIRST OF ALL we want to thank Satan . . ." 
Quotes About Music As A Social Control Mechanism
“I can explain everything better through music. You hypnotize people and when you get people at their weakest point, you can preach into their subconscious what we want to say.” ~Jimmy Hendrix

“I realized that music got through to youngsters because the beat matches the natural rhythms of the body.” ~Frank Zappa

“Never was there an art form directed so exclusively to children…the music business is peculiar only in that it caters almost exclusively to children.” ~Dr. Alan Bloom 

“Scientists are finding that the human brain is pre-wired for music. The brain seems to be a sponge for music and like a sponge in water, is changed by it.” ~Newsweek Magazine

“When the mode of the music changes, the walls of the city shakes.” ~Plato

“Music directly represents the passions of the soul. If one listens to the wrong kind of music, he will become the wrong kind of person.” ~Aristotle
Metal music 

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=120 
September 6, 2004
I have searched the archives and have not found any questions relating to the current teen trend of metal music. There seems to be a rise in popularity of metal music, such as Slip Knot, Marilyn Manson, etc. This type of music is blasphemous enough, but I wonder if listening to this music can bring about evil side-affects. 
My daughter borrowed a CD from a friend, the group is called Insane Clown Posse. I walked into her room and heard the music and lyrics and I got a terrible feeling inside of me. I immediately told her to turn it off due to the evil I was feeling. I told her that I do NOT want this type of music in my house and for her to never even bring any of these types of CDs into our home, I also let her know that I do not want her listening to this type of music AT ALL because she does not understand the ramifications. My daughter is a big fan of country music, so it was quite a surprise to find her listening to this. Many of her friends listen to the new metal music.
My question is this: can this type of music and lyrics bring about evil consequences? Can it open a doorway such as what happens with ouija boards? -Beth
St. Paul tells us to think upon things that are pure and excellent. This so-called music can hardly qualify.
Any music, of any genre, that focuses on the culture of death, or the occult, or things immoral is not music for the Christian's ear.

When my daughter was 13 she was into Metal Music. I too did not want this stuff in the house. My daughter admitted that the lyrics of the Metal Music was terrible, but she was still drawn to it.

One day I bought her a tape of a so-called Heavy Metal Christian Band. The music sounded the same to me, but the lyrics were of a Christian nature.
My daughter admitted that the Christian Metal music has good lyrics, nevertheless she would not listen to it.

I asked her why she would not listen to the Christian Metal music when the sound was the same as the regular Metal Music but with better lyrics.

My daughter's reply was, "There is no power if the Christian Metal!"

This is a profound statement she made. That which has the fingerprints of Satan gives off a sense of power no perceived in the Christian version of things. This power has the power to seduce the soul and to bring bondage and addiction.

One cannot listen to such dark and demonic music without having some effect. You have every right as a parent to be concerned about this type of music. Our kids may like music we do not like and we have to live with that, but it is another thing altogether when that music is so profoundly dark, even evil, and certainly indulging the culture of death. 

-Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Rock music 

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=215  
December 30, 2004
Recently, I heard Father John Corapi on EWTN speak of his witnessing certain rock music being consecrated to Satan. Can you elaborate on this kind of thing being done and what is the effect to those who listen to this music? Is there a specific type of music involved or certain musicians? -Ruth
There are groups who do consecrate their music to Satan. This is largely found among Heavy Metal groups but can be with any style of music.
I might add, that the demonological effect of music goes far beyond rock music. The devil is adept at manipulating us through many kinds of music including New Age, Jazz, Blues, Hip Hop, Country, Pop, Folk, and even Classical.

Those groups that specifically consecrate their music to Satan, however, are mostly the Heavy Metal and Hard Rock types.

Jim Morrison of The Doors was deeply into Satanism. He died in 1971 at the age of 27. On the back cover of Morrison's biography, No One Here Gets Out Alive, a eulogy describes him as the "obsessed disciple of darkness who rejected authority in any form, the explorer who probed 'the bounds of reality to see what would happen'. . . ."
Morrison called the spirits that possessed him "The Lords". He wrote a book of poetry about them.

Keith Richards of The Stones admitted to Rolling Stone magazine, that their "songs came spontaneously like an inspiration at a séance. The tunes arrived 'en masse' as if the Stones as songwriters were only a willing and open medium."
Mick Jagger in an interview in a rock magazine talked about how he felt something was possessing him when he was on stage. He also mentioned that in certain songs (I don't remember which ones) he could feel the audience being possessed by a spirit.

Yoko Ono, wife of the late John Lennon, in a Playboy interview that "they were like mediums. They weren't conscious of all they were saying, but it was coming through them."
Jimmy Page from the Led Zeppelin is reported to have said:

A rock concert is really nothing else but a ritual. . . .At a Led Zeppelin concert the aim is to release energy for the performers and the audience. To achieve this you have to tap into the sources of magical power, however, dangerous that may be.

Marc Storace, with the heavy-metal band Krokus, told Circus magazine:

You can't describe it except to say it's like a mysterious energy that comes from the metaphysical plane and into my body. It's almost like being a medium. . . . 

Little Richard also had similar experiences. Speaking of his source of inspiration he said, "I was directed and commanded by another power. The power of darkness . . . that a lot of people don't believe exists. The power of the Devil. Satan."
Joni Mitchell told Time magazine that her music came from her "spirit guide" named "Art." She said that nothing could keep her from "Art" whenever he called.

Jimi Hendrix believed he was possessed by a spirit. Hendrix's former girlfriend said in an interview on the Sound Track of the film Jimi Hendrix:

He used to always talk about some devil or something was in him, you know, and he didn't have any control over it, he didn't know what made him act the way he acted and what made him say the things he said, and songs . . . just came out of him.  . . .

He was so tormented and just torn apart . . . and I used to talk about my grandmother and all her weird stuff, you know, and he used to talk about us going down there and having some root lady or somebody see if she could drive this demon out of him.

This is only the beginning of what could be listed as the influences of the devil. 

At the moment, I cannot remember which groups literally consecrate their music to Satan, but as the above examples show, it is not necessary to purposely consecrate one's music to Satan for that music to be from a demonic source.

While musicians like those above may have been involved in the occult or Satanism, or even directly influenced or even possessed, there are tons of music, such as Country, Jazz, Blues, Rap, etc. that serve a demonic agenda in promoting hatred, rebellion, adultery, murder, fornication, etc.

It is no wonder that music is such a powerful force for Satan. There are two reasons:

1) the first reason for the power of music for Satan is the same reason it is a power for grace and love and God -- music is the language of the soul. Thus music that is demonic or negatively oriented strikes at the very soul of a person and lowers it to its base instincts and spiritual bondage. Likewise, music that glorifies God raises the soul to God and brings freedom.

2) The Bible alludes that Satan, when he was Lucifer in Heaven was, in essence, the "choir director" of the angels in heaven. This would mean that Lucifer (Satan) has even more intimate knowledge of music and how to manipulate it than other angels. In any event music is a favorite of Satan to seduce us

Here is the passage in Ezekiel 28:11-18 from the 1899 Douay Rheims Bible with Heydock Commentary:

28:11. And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyre: 

28:12. And say to him: Thus saith the Lord God: Thou wast the seal of resemblance, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 

(Heydock Commentary): Thou wast the seal of resemblance... The king of Tyre, by his dignity and his natural perfections, bore in himself a certain resemblance to God, by reason of which he might be called the seal of resemblance, etc. But what is here said to him is commonly understood of Lucifer, the king over all the children of pride. 

28:13. Thou wast in the pleasures of the paradise of God: every precious stone was thy covering: the sardius, the topaz, and the jasper, the chrysolite, and the onyx, and the beryl, the sapphire, and the carbuncle, and the emerald: gold the work of thy beauty: and thy pipes were prepared in the day that thou wast created. 

(Heydock Commentary): "Pipes; music used at the coronation"

28:14. Thou a cherub stretched out, and protecting, and I set thee in the holy mountain of God, thou hast walked in the midst of the stones of fire. 

(Heydock Commentary): A cherub stretched out... That is, thy wings extended. This alludes to the figure of the cherubims in the sanctuary, which with stretched out wings covered the ark.-Ibid. The stones of fire... That is, bright and precious stones which sparkle like fire. 

28:15. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day of thy creation, until iniquity was found in thee. 

28:16. By the multitude of thy merchandise, thy inner parts were filled with iniquity, and thou hast sinned: and I cast thee out from the mountain of God, and destroyed thee, O covering cherub, out of the midst of the stones of fire. 

28:17. And thy heart was lifted up with thy beauty: thou hast lost thy wisdom in thy beauty, I have cast thee to the ground: I have set thee before the face of kings, that they might behold thee. 

28:18. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thy iniquities, and by the iniquity of thy traffic: therefore I will bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, to devour thee, and I will make thee as ashes upon the earth in the sight of all that see thee. 

With Music and with all images, we need to guard our senses.

St. Peter of Alcantara in his book, "A Golden Treatise of Mental Prayer", said that we need to "Guard your senses, especially your eyes, ears and tongue."
St. Ignatius of Loyola in his Constitutions wisely teaches:

"All should take care to guard with great diligence the gates of their senses (especially the eyes, ears, and tongue) from all disorder, to preserve themselves in peace and true humility of their souls, and to give an indication of it by silence when it should be kept and, when they must speak, by the discretion and edification of their words, the modesty of their countenance, the maturity of their walk, and all their movements, without giving any sign of impatience or pride. In everything they should try and desire to give the advantage to the others, esteeming them all in their hearts as better than themselves [Phil 2:3] and showing exteriorly, in an unassuming and simple religious manner, the respect and reverence befitting each one’s state, in such a way that by observing one another they grow in devotion and praise God our Lord, whom each one should endeavor to recognize in his neighbor as in His image. . . . It will be very specially helpful to perform with all possible devotion the tasks in which humility and charity are practiced more; and, to speak in general, the more one binds himself to God our Lord and shows himself more generous toward his Divine Majesty, the more will he find God more generous toward himself and the more disposed will he be to receive graces and spiritual gifts which are greater each day".

We need to pay attention to the music we listen to and discern properly guarding our senses and thinking only on that which is pure (Phil 4:8). -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Demonic music, backmasking, etc.

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=456 

September 20, 2007  
I’m just wondering would it be ok to practice songs on guitar by bands associated with the occult more specifically Metallica or Led Zeppelin - "Stairway to Heaven"? And that’s just the guitar no singing or anything. What sort of effect could this have? Could someone get possessed by listening to these sorts of bands?
Also what sort of effect does backward masking have on the listener? i know that stairway to heaven has some subliminal lyrics about satan. Do you know of any web sites that are good for researching music? -Andrew
Music is a very powerful force and influence on our soul. Although you may not be "singing" the lyrics of these songs, the very melodies of the songs will evoke the lyrics in our minds, or at least the generalized message or ambiance of the musical work. This can have the same effect as if you sung the lyrics out loud.
Thus, if you play with your guitar any familiar songs that are inappropriate, even though not singing the lyrics, the negative effects may still apply.

We should also remember the advice of St. Paul that we are not to even have the "appearance" of evil. Thus, it is prudent to avoid any music that is evil, or gives the appearance of evil. With this standard there are songs in nearly all musical genre that we should avoid.
Concerning Backmasking.....
Backmasking has been all the rage since the Beatles accidentally created a backmasking effect in the edit studio in the mid-1960's. The reported story is that...
John Lennon and producer George Martin both claim they discovered the backward recording technique during the 1966 recording of Revolver; specifically the album tracks "Tomorrow Never Knows" and "I'm Only Sleeping," and the single "Rain". Lennon stated that, while high on marijuana, he accidentally played the tapes for "Tomorrow Never Knows" in reverse, and enjoyed the sound. The following day he shared the results with the other Beatles, and the effect was used first in the guitar solo for "Tomorrow Never Knows", and later in the coda of "Rain". According to Martin, the band had been experimenting with changing the speeds of and reversing the "Tomorrow Never Knows" tapes, and Martin got the idea of reversing Lennon's vocals and guitar, which he did with a clip from "Rain". Lennon then liked the effect and kept it. Regardless, "Rain" was the first song to feature a backmasked message: "Sunshine … Rain … When the rain comes, they run and hide their heads" (the last line is the reversed first verse of the song). 

After this the race was on to find backmasked messages. I think the big "Paul McCartney is dead" rumor of 1969 was a result of alleged backmasking message.
Research has shown that all recordings can produce backmasking effects, even audio readings of the Bible.
In 1985, two psychologists, J. Vokey & J.D. Read, [Vokey, J.R. & Read, J.D. (1985) Subliminal messages: Between the devil and the media. American Psychologist, 40(11), 1231-1239] conducted an experiment using a biblical passage (Psalm 23), Queen's "Another One Bites the Dust," and passages specially created for the study. Also used was a passage from Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll which sounds like gibberish both forwards and backwards. 
When their subjects heard the sentences played backwards, they were correctly able to differentiate between male and female speakers 99% of the time. They could identify with 79% accuracy whether a pair of passages were read by the same person. 
The two researchers played the passages backwards many times, carefully listening for sounds that might be interpreted as phrases. They found that most people can only hear a phrase when a passage is played backwards, if they are first prompted with the wording:

(When the subjects heard the passage backwards, few could hear anything that made sense. 

(When the subjects were primed to hear a phrase that the researchers had found, about 90% could hear the phrase.

They concluded that if backmasking exists, it is quite ineffective. Listeners [were] completely unable to get any meaning of the message when the tape was played forward, determine whether the message was a question or a statement, subconsciously get any meaning from the message, judge the "type" of message (Christian, Satanic, etc.), or be unwittingly led to behave in a certain way.
Psychologists, psychiatrists, and advertising experts have reached a near consensus that backmasking would be useless for three reasons:

(Subliminal messages are generally ineffective or quite limited in their influence. 

(A message recorded backwards is unintelligible when the record played forwards. It could not be understood even if it was played apart from the music. 

(A backmasked message superimposed on a musical passage would be itself masked by the music so that it would not readily be heard.

Sources:
F. Borgeat MD et al, "Psychophysiological response to Masked Auditory Stimuli", Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, Vol 30, 1985-FEB. 
J. Vokey, & J.D. Read, "Subliminal messages between the devil and the media," American Psychologist, Vol 40, No 11, Pages 1231-1239 (1985-NOV). 
T. E. Moore, "Subliminal advertising: what you see is what you get," Journal of Marketing, Vol 46 (1982-Spring), Pages 38-47. 
A. Greenwald, "Unconscious Cognition Reclaimed," American Psychologist Vol. 47 No 6, Pages 766-779
When I listened to the Led Zeppelin's "Stairway to Heaven" example of backmasking, other than the word "Satan", I could only "hear" the messages AFTER I read what the backmasked message was supposed to say. The word "Marijuana" in Queen's "Another One Bites the Dust" backmask was rather clear.
In any effect, much of the alleged backmasked "messages" are no different than the "seeing images in clouds" phenomenon.
This is not to say that various groups have not purposely tried backmasking or subliminal messages. They have and such messages do exist. Many of the backmasked messages are benign, however, and not satanic. But, unless one plays the music backwards he will never hear the message. The backmask will not place the message subconsciously into the mind when hearing the music normally.
Even the famous subliminal message of "Drink Coke -- Eat Popcorn" that was used in a movie theater in the late 1950's has never been proven to work. One researcher claimed that the sales of coke and popcorn significantly increased with this subliminal message, but he refused to reveal his methods of research (a clue to its invalidity) and this "research" has never been successfully replicated.

Bottom line: subliminal messages have no real effect. Backmasked messages, even when purposely produced, have no effect as one will not of its existence -- the only way to know the message is to spend one's time listening to music backwards. People who spend a lot of time doing that have an altogether other problem. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM 

Led Zeppelin

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=468 

October 15, 2007 
I previously asked you two questions about my involvement with the occult. I am currently trying to live a Christian life.
The thing is I have some music that has occultic undertones and most of it I could part with, but I'm very attached to Led Zeppelin. I have listened to them since I was a teenager more than any other rock band. I have a very strong attachment to this music. It has a pull on me that I can't really express and is ten times better than any of my other CD's. Led Zeppelin seems to speak to a hidden corner of my soul that nobody knows or understands. It's hard to explain why I like them without sounding like a melodramatic teenager. 
I heard that urban legend that Led Zeppelin made a pact with the devil, but I always thought that their talent made them what they are, not the influence of the devil and that maybe that rumor was started by the devil from his own envy :) Also, I feel like so much vigilance might make me a target for more attacks. Didn't C.S. Lewis say not to have an unhealthy interest in the devil and wouldn't junking those CD's be saying I fear fear itself? I don't know what to do and need some advice; this seems like an ambiguous issue up to the discretion of the person, but maybe my own love of this music is blinding me to its dangers. I like Led Zep and these CD's and can't see the harm of keeping them unless they have a negative influence on my actions which they don't. -Katie
Whether or not Led Zeppelin made a pact with the devil is a side issue to the attachment you are describing. As Christians we are to DETACH ourselves from material things as much as possible. There is no problem owning things, but we need to work on not being too attached to them.
The attachment you describe to Led Zeppelin appears to me to not be healthy regardless of any occult connection Led Zeppelin may have.

I think that as a religious exercise you need to rid yourself of all Led Zeppelin CD's. This will be hard, but you need to detach yourself for the sake of your soul.

To detach yourself from this music is even more important in that much of Led Zeppelin's music is not appropriate for a Christian and has a message that can harm your faith -- especially when you are so intensely in to them.

This detachment is even more critical given your occultic background. You must look at yourself sort of like an alcoholic. A sober alcoholic generally stays away from bars and parties where alcohol is served because he is super-sensitive to temptation. The same goes for people who have been involved in the occult. It becomes even more important for you to stay away from anything that is not uplifting to your faith.

I suggest that you get rid of these CD's. The degree of your resistance to my advice will be a clue to the degree of your attachment. You must break this attachment.

By the way, years ago I faced the same decision. I had a collection of Albums (this was before the days of CDs) that included Led Zeppelin, Three Dog Night, the Beetles, Steppenwolf, CCR, and others. For me, my obsession was CCR. As a religious exercise, recognizing my attachment to this music, I got rid of them all. It was a great freedom that came to me when I did this.

I have been ten years without this music. The attachment is broken. I could probably re-purchase some of the albums now without a problem of attachment. But, since I am no longer attached, I am not concerned about whether or not I re-purchase any of these albums. I might, or might not. It is when you can say that you know that the attachment is gone.

One does have to be careful, however, that one does not become re-attached to the stuff. In many cases it is best to let go of it for good.

You say that these CDs do not have a negative influence. Well, much of that music has a negative message that is counter to Christianity. That is harming you whether you realize it or not. But, mostly, the extreme attachment you describe is a negative influence that you need to break. Such a strong attachment is negative for your soul even if the music was gospel songs.

Our attachment needs to be with God, not any material object. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
What is Gods original purpose for music?  

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=677 
July 4, 2008
I figure this would be a good question to ask so then I’d know what to listen to and what to stay away from.
Also I think I am addicted to music. I always find myself attracted to heavier types of music. I think it’s the rush or the energized feeling you get out of it. 
Also while listen to Christian types of music, why is there no perception of power? I’m sure there is; I just thought it would be more noticeable since it’s directed at god

I was referring to this: "My daughter’s reply was, "There is no power in Christian Metal!" This is a profound statement she made. That which has the fingerprints of Satan gives off a sense of power no perceived in the Christian version of things. This power has the power to seduce the soul and to bring bondage and addiction." -Andrew
Music is supposed to be an expression of beauty. St. Augustine said that when we sing a prayer we pray twice. Music is the language of the soul, not the intellect. It speaks to our soul and spirit.
God's purpose for music to uplift the human spirit.
Since music speaks directly to the soul it is important for us to be careful what we listen to. For example, scientific studies have shown that some works of classical music facilitate health, and other works facilitate disease. Music can contribute to health or disease.

In modern times we have many terrible, terrible music compositions. The type of Country Music that encourages adultery, fornication, or drunkenness is not a message we should be allowing into our minds and souls.

The type of Rock or Pop music that encourages sexual immorality, drunkenness, drug use, rebellion (sex, drugs, and rock & roll) is also something that we should not be allowing into our minds and souls.

Rap music is one of the most destructive forms of "so-called" music to ever be invented.

Heavy metal, acid rock, death metal, and all sorts of demonic imaged music needs to be avoided for sure. This type of music relishes the culture of death, rebellion, and sex.

When we listen to any sort of music that either in its melody and/or in its lyrics that presents a message or a musical melody that entices the immoral, the culture of death, is anti-God, or anything else that is destructive to the human mind and soul we risk damaging our mind and our soul.

All music has a message, even if there are no lyrics. What is that message? Is the message uplifting or does it bring us down? Is that message one that encourages moral thoughts and actions, or does it encourage immoral thoughts and actions? Would we be embarrassed to play the music in front of Jesus if he was sitting in the room with us?

The bottom line is that it matters what we allow into our minds. We need to be careful of what we read, watch, or listen to. The Bible and the Church warns us about this. The devil can exploit us based on what we read, watch, or listen to.

That "rush" you feel comes from music that is specifically designed to cause that "rush". When in that state of energized feeling the message of the music can be more easily programmed into your mind. This is an old brainwashing technique.

Think upon things that are excellent, St. Paul teaches us.

As for why the lack of perception of power in Christian music is due to the devil's design to give a false perception of power in that which is not of God. The devil knows that especially our young people feel a sense of powerlessness. Thus, one of the best way for cults or music to suck in the young people is to give them a sense of empowerment. This is a classic technique of cults to recruit young people and is also a technique used in music. To give the young people a dose of a sense of power is to get them to buy more music which enriches the musician. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Music  

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=918 

February 26, 2009 
Is there a prayer especially for music? (I think the prayer of deliverance).
For example: what to do when someone has long heard the song The Oath, by the group Merciful Fate, They are a satanistic group, or the song Stairway To Heaven, Led Zeppelin? -Mario

You may be interested in a discussion on this subject of music from http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=215.
Concerning a prayer of deliverance for those who have been caught up in listening to any music that is unpleasing to God, try this one:

Dear Heavenly Father, I confess that I have been listening to (list the music, musical groups, and musicians). I thank you for forgiving me for listening to this music that does not glorify you in any way and may even promote sin and the devil, and is otherwise unpleasing and offensive to You. I now renounce all music, musician, musical groups I have listed, and for all other music that I listened to in my past that I do not now remember. I now break any and all attachments or bondage that has been created by my listening to this music. With the intercessions of the Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, Blessed St. Michael the Archangel, Sts. Benedict and Padre Pio, my Guardian Angel, and all the Saints and Angels of Heaven, and powerful in the holy authority of the Name of Jesus Christ, I take back the ground in my life gained by Satan through listening to such music. I reclaim this ground and my life for Christ. Amen. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Hendrix was possessed?  

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=934 
March 9, 2009 
I listen to a lot of different music. One of my favourite artists is Jimi Hendrix. I was debating with my friend whether he was influenced by evil or if his music was. Is there any proof other than an ex-girlfriend about Hendrix being evil?
I am referring to this: "Jimi Hendrix believed he was possessed by a spirit. Hendrix's former girlfriend said in an interview on the Sound Track of the film Jimi Hendrix:
He used to always talk about some devil or something was in him, you know, and he didn't have any control over it, he didn't know what made him act the way he acted and what made him say the things he said, and songs . . . just came out of him. . . He was so tormented and just torn apart . . . and I used to talk about my grandmother and all her weird stuff, you know, and he used to talk about us going down there and having some root lady or somebody see if she could drive this demon out of him."
...and what is a root lady? –Aben
The girlfriend was very specific. There is no reason to doubt her. This is especially the case since what she said about Hendrix was true about large numbers of the musical stars of the time. There is no surprise here. As for additional proof, I do not know of any other than to look at the man's life and music. He was indeed tormented by something; may he rest in peace.
As for a difference between Hendrix being influenced or just his music, there can be no real separation. What a musician produces is from his soul.

A root lady is essential a witch who might use roots, herbs, and other substances to do an exorcism. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Is some country/folk music good?  

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=941 
March 19, 2009
Having read your answer to a question about music, I have gone through my music collection, removing some items. 
Now I wonder about Johnny Cash? He was a Christian, right? Would you classify his music as suitable or not? 
Also I would love to get some pointers regarding classical music as it's possible I may also have some unsuitable classical music in my (small) collection. -Teresa
Johnny Cash did become a Christian. Many of the country singers are Christians, or at least they say they are. The issue, however, is whether or not the music promotes sin. Most Country singers have good songs and not so good songs.
Those songs that promote drunkenness, adultery, divorce, and such should be avoided. I personally know a woman who had marital problems and left her husband for another man.  Her family was not supportive as they were religious and did not believe in divorce. She felt guilty and thought about returning to her husband. Then she heard on the radio a popular Country song at the time. I don't remember the name of the song, but the refrain said something like, "I don't care what my people say, I am going to love him anyway."

Largely due to this song she decided remain with her boyfriend and not go back to her husband. While she may have done that anyway, the fact is that the presence of this song helped her to remain in her adultery.

There are Country singers who seem to sing nothing but drunken, adulterous, divorce songs, but most today sing many good songs. Thus, you have to take it case by case.

The same analysis applies to other genre of music. Some singers are not worth listening to at all, others may have a mix of good and bad music.

As for classical music, and other forms of music, that has negative effects Italian psychiatrist Roberto Assagioli studied the effects of music back some sixty plus years ago. In a quick summary, he said, "The harmful effects of music on the body and mind are due to various factors. The most important of these is the kind or quality of the music." There are many other factors, which go into more detail than what I can do here.

Assagioli reports on a study by MacDonald Hastings on cases of "Musicogenic Epilepsy". These people actually had epileptic fits brought on by music (F. Howes, Man, Mind, Music, 1948, p. 158).

Of the types of music likely to produce negative effects can be organized into four groups. These groups may be exampled in classical music, jazz, rock, country, folk, and other genre of music.

The First Group "is the music that arouses the instincts and appeals to the lower passions, that excites by its sensual enchantment." There are many forms of music and/or songs today that fit this group. Assagioli mentioned music of this kind to include "Venusberg scene in Wagner's Tannhauser and certain parts of Salome by Richard Strauss.

The Second Group "consists of those that are very melancholy and depressing, as they express languor and weariness, grief and distress, agony and despair." Some pieces of Chopin, especially his nocturnes, are examples of this type.

The Third Group "consists of those musical compositions which, while representing interesting experiments in new forms of musical expression, reflect, with their frequent dissonances, their lack of form, their irregular and frenzied rhythms, the modern mind in its condition of stress and strain." Jazz is an example of this.

The Fourth Group consists of music that may "not directly stimulating the passions nor inducing depression and discordance, can be harmful owing solely to the fact that it arouses and nourishes an excessive state of emotion which, when it is not transmuted into constructive activity, weakens the character." This type is often that music "wallowing in sentimentality." The music that helped the adulterous woman I mentioned may have been of this type. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Soul music  

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=949 
March 30, 2009
Seeing as soul music was the forerunner to rap and hip-hop and derives from rhythm and blues (albeit mixed with Gospel), and judging by the lifestyles of many of its exponents, e.g. James Brown and Marvin Gaye, am I right in concluding that it is and has been a dangerous influence? -Teresa
Rap is not music. That is not just my opinion, but the opinion of Ray Charles, and anybody else with two brain cells in their head 
Blues, however, is a legitimate musical form, and can be very good. But, as with all forms of music, there can be particular pieces or sub-genre that are not good for the soul. Judgment needs to be made on a case-by-case basis.

The personal lives of the musicians is not an impediment to their music. If we were to judge the music, or art, or writing of the artist by the way they lived their lives, we would have to empty about 90% of the library. We must remember that even reprobate sinners can write, or compose, or paint, or sculpt beautiful, inspiring, and noble art work that is worthy for Christians to enjoy. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Good music?
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1200 
April 20, 2010 
I am teacher at school. Young people often ask me: Are there known groups and singers that do not glorify evil? Today we know that the most groups, such as The Beatles, Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, etc. include evil. Heavy Metal is not good especially.
Can you list a few bands that we listen and that not only the Praise and Worship? If at all there. -Mario
No, I am sorry, but I know nothing of modern music groups. Christian music, Gregorian Chants, and such are safe. There are many singers who have very good and uplifting or morally neutral songs, while at the same time also sing morally problematic songs.
I would say that Heavy Metal, Hard Rock, Rap (which is not music) have little value and present moral problems.

One just has to listen to whatever group and see what kind of songs they sing and judge it from there.

Sorry I could not offer more. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Heavy metal/rock music
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1414 
March 21, 2011
I enjoy listening to certain rock and heavy metal bands, but I avoid songs with Satanic messages. Is it ok for me to listen to rock and metal songs without these messages? And can I listen to bands that have used dark material (such as Led Zeppelin) but not listen to those songs that talk about those things? -Jacob
I am glad to hear that you are avoiding any music with satanic lyrics. It is also important to avoid lyrics that promote any ungodly behavior or ideas. It is not just rock music that has problems with this. Many Country songs glorify sinful behavior and should also be avoided.
There are many songs in rock music, Country, and other forms of music that are morally neutral. Such songs are not a problem. It is those songs in any form of music that promote, glorify, or celebrate ungodly and sinful behavior and ideas that are surely to be avoided.

But, there is more to it that the lyrics. The very nature of the music itself can be a problem, that is, the musical melodies.

An Italian psychologist by the name of Roberto Assagioli, way back in the first part of the 20th Century, did a scientific study of the effects of music. The music he analyzed was Classical. He found that some Classical pieces facilitated health and other facilitated illness.

All music effects emotion. For example, when I was about 13 and in a depressed state, I nearly killed myself while listening to the just released 20 minute version of "The Pusher" by Steppenwolf. I was already depressed, but the music enhanced that depression. It was the more the music than the lyrics. But, the lyrics plus the music was a dangerous combination.

Music can boost or enhance an emotion already present, or it can cause emotions. We experience that every time we watch a movie.

Thus, we must be careful not only about the lyrics, but also about the musical melodies as well.

When my daughters were 12 and 13 that wanted to listen to heavy metal (very popular at the time). I did not want that music in my house. This was a bone of contention with them so I bought them an album of "Christian" heavy metal as a compromise. My girls agreed that the usual heavy medal had horrible lyrics and they agreed that the Christian heavy metal had great lyrics. Nevertheless, they would not listen to the Christian heavy metal.

I did not understand why since the melodies were the same, only the lyrics were different, which they agreed were better with the Christian heavy metal.

So, I asked my daughter why she and her sister would not listen to the Christian heavy medal. My daughter said, "Because it has no power."

This was very insightful of her.

In the Bible there is an implication that Satan was the "choir director" in heaven before he was kicked out (Ezk 28:11-15). In any event, Satan indeed knows music and exploits music to his purposes. He knows that the very nature of music speaks to the soul, thus music gives him the ability to affect the soul in ways he does not have normally.

My girls and their friends would often tell me that they did not listen to the lyrics, but only to the instrumental part. I told them that was even worse.

If one listens to the music and not the lyrics then, by the very nature of the music which speaks directly to the soul, the music acts like a hypodermic needle that injects the message of the lyrics into the soul bypassing the critical faculties of the mind. This is very dangerous and has a "brainwashing" effect. We need to critically evaluate the lyrics.
But, we also need to evaluate the melodies as well. Certain musical compositions are designed to effect the emotions and the psychology of the person in a certain way. We see this is New Age music that is designed to facilitate an altered state of consciousness.

In my opinion, heavy metal music, by its very nature, regardless of lyrics, is not healthy.

As for rock in general, including some of the work of bands in my generation (e.g., Led Zeppelin, Steppenwolf, Three Dog Night, etc.), the musicality of the music itself is not always harmful, while the lyrics might be sometimes.

Thus, there are some pieces by those rock bands that may be okay. There are some songs of Country that are okay. There are a lot of songs and music that are not okay amongst the Country and Rock genre.

As Dr. Assagioli found out, there are even Classical pieces that are not healthy.

Thus, the bottom line, I would propose, is that one must be careful. It is best to choose to listen to songs that are either morally uplifting, or at least morally neutral.

As for the music behind any lyrics, it too should be uplifting or at least neutral. That which is truly dark is probably dark for our souls and we just do not need that.

I hope that helps you to evaluate the music you listen to. I applaud you for caring about this and thinking about it. That is to your credit. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Re: Heavy metal/rock music
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1421 
March 28, 2011
I really liked the answer you gave Jacob concerning certain types of music. Would you also apply this to hip hop music? I have a lot of friends who listen to this kind of music and they all make fun of me when I explain to them my reasons for not listening to hip hop/rap. The lyrics mention sex, violence, drugs, and also make use of filthy curse words. I personally don't consider rap as music. How can this not be inspired by Satan? I completely agree with you on the extreme care one should take in listening to music. –Ron
We must first establish that Rap is not music (and the modern day Rappers did not invent it). Ray Charles, who knows a thing or two about music and music from the black tradition in particular, once said in response to hearing about Rap, "What have you done to yourselves my children?"﻿
On the Johnny Carson Show, when Charles was about to turn 60, he was diplomatic, but still maintained that Rap was not real music.

The lyrics of most Rap is downright evil and actually racist. Rappers say that what they Rap about is the way it is in the black community. BULL! The majority of Black people are not living in the perversion represented by Rap. Most people are good people.
Satan loves any music and/or lyrics that is perverted, evil, appeals to the base instincts of sex, power, drugs, and/or rebellion (which a lot of Rock does this), or otherwise is an affront to good morals and to God.

By the way, the term Rock and Roll, was originally a euphemism for sex. 
Restitution
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1127 
December 21, 2009
A few years ago I was in a band that played, among other types, rock music. A member in the band had loaned me a Jimi Hendrix video. Since then, I have had a major conversion experience which has led me to focus on living a holy Catholic life and I am no longer in the band. As I have read on this forum, a former girlfriend of Hendrix said that he told her he was possessed and his music was thus influenced.
Therefore, I am worried about returning the video to my former bandmate because of the negative impact on him spiritually. I don't recall him giving me a timeframe for returning it to him, nor has he since asked for it back.
I understand the necessity of restitution (Seventh Commandment), but I am unsure what to do in this case given the unique circumstances. -Robert
Since the video belongs to your former bandmate for you keep it would be stealing. You need to give it back to him. Before doing that, however, I would bless the video.
In addition, while I do not know the state of your relationship with him, giving back the video may give you an opening for giving your testimony of our conversion. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Lady Gaga
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1452 
June 22, 2011
Is Lady Gaga's new albums on Judas and Edge of Glory a reason to be worried that our minds are being defiled and we are unaware? Also point in context is cartoons such as Southpark, Family Guy which on intention are spreading messages that the church is a joke. -Cliff
As a general rule and warning, St. Paul taught:
(Philippians 4:8) Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

St. Ignatius of Loyola in his Constitutions wisely teaches:

All should take care to guard with great diligence the gates of their senses (especially the eyes, ears, and tongue) from all disorder, to preserve themselves in peace and true humility of their souls...

There are many things in this life -- books, music, TV, movies, games, entertainments -- that will fail this test of St. Paul and St. Ignatius.

Lady Gaga is no-talent Madonna wannabe. She belongs to the group of entertainers known as "cruds."* Such people as Madonna, The View TV show, Australian comedians Kevin Wilson and his daughter, Tammy-Jo, with a vulgar stage name (I will not repeat is here), Rosie O'Donnell, and many others are entertainers of no value. They are "cruds."

All of these people are vulgar and obscene. In the case of Lady Gaga and Madonna, both are former Catholics who like to offend Catholics.

Rosie O'Donnell, believe it or not, is also a former Catholic, although not only her performance but her personality is one of the cruddiest in the business.

None of these people are worthy of our attention. Good Christians should certainly not consume their "entertainment." These people risk their souls by the music, comedy, or entertainment they spew that contaminates the minds of their audiences. They are part of Satan's plan to spoil our culture and pull us away from God.

Southpark and Family Guy both fit into this crud classification. Both of these shows are vulgar, blasphemous, and unworthy of being called entertainment.

With all the filth, vulgarity, obscenity, blasphemy, and disrespect that permeates the entertainment business, Christians need to be on double-lookout and take the advice of St. Paul and St. Ignatius to heart for the sake of their spiritual health, and sometimes to the sake of their souls.

This garbage is a direct assault to our minds, even a rape of the mind, and will have consequences to one's personality and spirit, most often is a slow way, like the frog put into a pot of water that is slowly warming. At this slow pace the frog does not realise that the water is getting too hot and he dies.

This sort of "entertainment" is killing our culture, ruining the personality development of generations of kids, and leading the society down a dark and evil path. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
*Crud = "something or someone that is worthless, disgusting, or contemptible"
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