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“One who follows the pope is an authentic Catholic. One who doesn’t is a dissenter and is busy trying to construct a new Catholic Church.” – Dr. Richard Geraghty, EWTN Experts Forum, January 22, 2007

NOTE: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, italics, CAPS, or word underlining for emphasis. These will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.

Q:

Who is correct about the papacy, the Church, as we know it, or the sedevacanists who claim we have not had a pope since 1962? Regards, Alwyn F., via Michael Prabhu, India
[Dear Ron, Someone asked me a question about Traditionalists like the SSPX (Society of St Pius X):
"What if they are right about Vatican II being in error and we are wrong?  Where does that leave us? What is the guarantee that we Catholics are right and RadTrads (who are same as Catholics pre-Vatican II) are wrong? What if it is not they who are deceived but we who are deceived?" What should be my answer? Michael]
A:

 "Sede Vacante: The period of time when the Apostolic See (papacy) or a diocesan see is without a shepherd or vacant."
 "Apostolic Constitution: Document of the highest authority, issued by the Pope, or by a Church Council with the Pope’s approval. Apostolic constitutions today have the authority of the ancient apostolic constitutions, a collection of laws from the late fourth century, which included 85 canons attributed to the Apostles dealing with ordinations, official responsibilities, and the moral behavior of bishops and priests."

"GUARDING THE DEPOSIT OF THE FAITH IS THE MISSION WHICH THE LORD ENTRUSTED TO HIS CHURCH, AND WHICH SHE FULFILLS IN EVERY AGE. The Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, which opened 30 years ago by my predecessor Pope John XXIII, of happy memory, has as its intention and purpose to highlight the Church’s apostolic and pastoral mission, and by making the truth of the Gospel shine forth to lead all people to work and receive Christ’s love which surpasses all knowledge (Ephesians 3:19). THE PRINCIPAL TASK ENTRUSTED TO THE COUNCIL BY POPE JOHN XXIII WAS TO GUARD AND PRESENT BETTER THE PRECIOUS DEPOSIT OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE IN ORDER TO MAKE IT MORE ACCESSIBLE TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITHFUL AND TO ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL. For this reason the Council was not first of all to condemn the errors of the time, but above all to strive calmly to show the strength and beauty of the doctrine of the faith. With the help of God, the Council Fathers in four years of work were able to produce a considerable number of doctrinal statements and pastoral norms WHICH WERE PRESENTED TO THE WHOLE CHURCH."

"The Catechism of the Catholic Church, which I approved 25 June last and the publication of which I today order by virtue of my Apostolic Authority, is a statement of the Church’s faith and of catholic doctrine, attested to or illumined by Sacred Scripture, the Apostolic Tradition and the Church’s Magisterium. I DECLARE IT TO BE A SURE NORM FOR TEACHING THE FAITH AND THUS A VALID AND LEGITIMATE INSTRUMENT FOR ECCLESIAL COMMUNION. I ask all the Church’s Pastors and the Christian faithful to receive this catechism in a spirit of communion and to use it assiduously in fulfilling their mission of proclaiming the faith and calling people to the Gospel life. This catechism is given to them THAT IT MAY BE A SURE AND AUTHENTIC REFERENCE TEXT FOR TEACHING CATHOLIC DOCTRINE and particularly for preparing local catechisms. It is meant to support ecumenical efforts that are moved by the holy desire for the unity of all Christians, showing carefully the content and wondrous harmony of the catholic faith."

Vatican Council I decreed: "We teach and define as a divinely revealed dogma that when the Roman pontiff speaks EX CATHEDRA, that is, when, in the exercise of his office as shepherd and teacher of all Christians, in virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, he defines a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by the whole church, he possesses, by the divine assistance promised to him in blessed Peter, that infallibility which the divine Redeemer willed his church to enjoy in defining doctrine concerning faith or morals. Therefore, such definitions of the Roman pontiff are of themselves, and not by the consent of the church, irreformable. So then, should anyone, which God forbid, have the temerity to reject this definition of ours: LET HIM BE ANATHEMA."
"The pope and bishops can make infallible statements during an ecumenical council. The pope must ratify all council decisions."

"And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven."
 "When therefore they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter: Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me more than these? He saith to Him: Yea Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. He saith to him: Feed my lambs. He saith to him again: Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? He saith to him: Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. He saith to him: Feed my lambs. He said to him a third time: Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved, because he had said to him the third time: Lovest thou me? And he said to him: Lord, thou knowest all things: thou knowest that I love thee. He said to him: Feed my sheep."
 "Here then Christ teaches plainly that IN THE FUTURE the Church will be the society of those who acknowledge Him and that THIS CHURCH WILL BE BUILT ON PETER. Peter is to be to the Church, what the foundation is in regard to a house. He is to be the principal of unity, SINCE WHAT IS NOT JOINED TO THAT FOUNDATION IS NO PART OF THE CHURCH. He (Jesus) is associating the Apostle (Peter) with Himself in an altogether singular manner. Christ’s words are a promise that He will confer upon Peter supreme power to govern the Church. Peter is to be his vicegerent, to rule in His place. Jesus gave Peter the power to bind and loose. These words denote the grant of legislative and judicial authority. This power is granted in its fullest measure. Whatever Peter binds or looses on earth, his act will receive Divine ratification"
  "We teach and declare that, according to the gospel evidence, a primacy of jurisdiction over the whole Church of God was immediately and directly promised to the blessed apostle Peter and conferred on him by Christ the Lord."
 Reading Christ’s words carefully we discern that Christ did not infer that there would be a 'break' in the power of successive popes. He inferred that this power would be continuous forever! “Therefore, if anyone says that blessed Peter the apostle was not appointed by Christ the Lord as prince of all the apostles and visible head of the whole Church militant; or that it was a primacy of honor only and not one of true and proper jurisdiction that he directly and immediately received from our Lord Jesus Christ Himself: let HIM BE ANATHEMA."

"He (the pope) is the rock on which Christ will build His Church; he is the one, after he has been converted, whose faith will not fail and who will strengthen his brethren; lastly, HE IS THE SHEPHERD WHO WILL LEAD THE WHOLE COMMUNITY OF THE LORD’S DISCIPLES. The Catholic Church teaches, as a doctrine of faith, that the Bishop of Rome is the Successor of Peter in his primatial service in the universal Church."
 

"The Roman Pontiff – like all the faithful – is subject to the Word of God, to the Catholic faith, and is the guarantor of the Church’s obedience; in this sense he is servus servorum Dei. He does not make arbitrary decisions, but is spokesman for the Will of the Lord, who speaks to man in scriptures lived and interpreted by Tradition; in other words, the episakope of the primacy has limits set by divine law and by the Church’s divine, inviolable constitution found in Revelation. The Successor of Peter is the rock which guarantees a rigorous fidelity to the Word of God against arbitrariness and conformism; hence the martyr logical nature of his primacy. The Roman Pontiff’s Episcopal responsibility for transmission of the Word of God also extends within the whole Church. As such, it is a supreme and universal magisterial office, it is an office that involves a charism: the Holy Spirit’s special assistance to the Successor of Peter, which also involves in certain cases, the prerogative of infallibility."
 
"In order, then, that the Episcopal office should be one and undivided that, by the union of the clergy, the whole multitude of believers should be held together in the unity of faith and communion, he set blessed Peter over the rest of the apostles and instituted in him the permanent principle of both unities and their visible foundation."

"For we walk by faith and not by sight (and FAITH is a gift given only by God – you must ask for it!)."
 "Since human beings are totally dependent on God as their creator and lord, and created reason is completely subject to uncreated truth, we are obliged to yield to God the revealer full submission of intellect and will by faith. This faith, which is the beginning of human salvation, the Catholic Church professes to be a supernatural virtue, by means of which, with the grace of God inspiring and assisting us, we believe to be true what He has revealed, not because we perceive its intrinsic truth by the natural light of reason, but because of the authority of God Himself, who makes the revelation and can neither deceive nor be deceived."
 "Wherefore, by divine and Catholic faith all those things are to be believed which are contained in the word of God as found in Scripture and tradition, and which are proposed by the Church as matters to be believed as divinely revealed, whether by her solemn judgment or in her ordinary and universal magisterium. So that we could fulfill our duty of embracing the true faith and of persevering unwaveringly in it, God, through his only begotten Son, founded the Church, and He endowed His institution with clear notes to the end that she might be recognized by all as the guardian and teacher of the revealed word. So it comes about that, like a standard lifted up for the nations, she both invites to herself those who have not yet believed, and likewise assures her sons and daughters that the faith they profess rests on the firmest of foundations. THOSE WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE FAITH UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE CHURCH CAN NEVER HAVE ANY JUST CAUSE FOR CHANGING THIS FAITH OR FOR CALLING IT INTO QUESTION."

Satan, who was a liar from the beginning, continually tempts us to deny the truths of our faith. He started with Eve. "But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat. For in what day soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt die the death."
 
"But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of paradise, God hath commanded us that we should not eat; and that we should not touch it, lest perhaps we die. And the serpent said to the woman: No, you shall not die the death. For God doth know that in what day soever you shall eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened: and you shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil."

"The Church which, together with its apostolic office of teaching, has received the charge of preserving the deposit of faith, has by divine appointment the right and duty of condemning what wrongly passes for knowledge, lest anyone be led astray by philosophy and empty deceit. The doctrine of the faith which God has revealed is put forward not as some philosophical discovery capable of being perfected by human intelligence, but as a divine deposit committed to the spouse of Christ TO BE FAITHFULLY PROTECTED AND INFALLIBLY PROMULGATED."
 
"That which our Lord Jesus Christ, the prince of shepherds and great shepherd of the sheep, established in the blessed apostle Peter, for the continual salvation and permanent benefit of the Church, must of necessity remain for ever, by Christ’s authority, in the Church which, founded as it is upon a rock, will stand firm until the end of time. Whoever succeeds to the chair of Peter obtains by the institution of Christ Himself, the primacy of Peter over the whole Church. So what the truth has ordained stands firm, and blessed Peter perseveres in the rock-like strength he was granted, and does not abandon that guidance of the Church which he once received. If anyone says that it is not by the institution of Christ the Lord Himself (that is to say, by divine law) that blessed Peter should have perpetual successors in the primacy over the whole Church; or that the Roman Pontiff is not the successor of blessed Peter in this primacy; LET HIM BE ANATHEMA."

"Christ conferred upon St. Peter the office of chief pastor (pope), and THE PERMANENCE OF THAT OFFICE IS ESSENTIAL TO THE VERY BEING OF THE CHURCH."
 
"History bears complete testimony that from the very earliest of times the Roman See (pope) has ever claimed the supreme headship, and that that headship has been free acknowledged by the universal Church."
 
As this universal teaching from the Catholic Encyclopedia existed prior to Vatican Council II, how do the sedevacanists now explain that the Catholic Church no longer exists (it can’t, in their way of thinking, since they claim we have not had a pope since 1962)! Our Lord Himself says, "And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT."
 
Using the sedevacantist theory that we have had no pope since 1962 (that’s 50 years now), then the gates of hell have certainly succeeded in prevailing over our Church!

"The Roman Pontiff, as the successor of Peter, is the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful. Therefore, both Vatican Councils (I & II) taught the permanence and the source of unity of the Church and its visible foundation depended on the PERPETUAL existence of the Roman Pontiff. Sedevacantism is a heresy."
 
"In this primacy, all the efficacy and all the strength of the Church are placed."
 
"THEREFORE, IF ANYONE SAYS THAT THE BLESSED APOSTLE PETER WAS NOT CONSTITUTED BY CHRIST THE LORD AS THE PRINCE OF ALL THE APOSTLES AND THE VISIBLE HEAD OF THE WHOLE CHURCH MILITANT, OR THAT HE RECEIVED IMMEDIATELY AND DIRECTLY FROM JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD ONLY A PRIMACY OF HONOR AND NOT A TRUE AND PROPER PRIMACY OF JURISDICTION: LET HIM BE ANATHEMA. THE POPE IS THE VISIBLE HEAD OF A VISIBLE CHURCH, AND THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST HER."
 "The Church as a visible organization will stay a visible organization to the end of time. THIS IS A DEFINED DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH WHICH IS DENIED BY SEDEVACANIST THEORY. THEREFORE, THEY ARE BY THIS REASON HERETICS. WHOEVER SUCCEEDS TO THE CHAIR OF PETER OBTAINS BY THE INSTITUTION OF CHRIST HIMSELF, THE PRIMACY OF PETER OVER THE WHOLE CHURCH. If anyone says that it is not by the institution of Christ the Lord himself (that is to say, by divine law) that Blessed Peter should not have perpetual successors in the primacy over the whole Church; or that the Roman pontiff is not the successor of blessed Peter in this primacy: LET HIM BE ANATHEMA. TO BE A SEDEVACANIST IS TO RENOUNCE THE CATHOLIC FAITH."
                                     "The position of St. Peter after the Ascension, as shown in the Acts of the Apostles, realizes to the full the great commission bestowed upon him. He is from the first the chief of the Apostolic band – not primus inter pares, BUT THE UNDISPUTED HEAD OF THE CHURCH. If then Christ, as we have seen, established His Church as a society subordinated to a single supreme head, it follows from the very nature of the case that THIS OFFICE IS PERPETUAL. For THE CHURCH MUST ENDURE TO THE END THE VERY SAME ORGANIZATION WHICH CHRIST ESTABLISHED."
 
"2088 The first commandment requires us to nourish and protect our faith with prudence and vigilance, and to reject everything that is opposed to it. There are various ways of sinning against faith: Voluntary doubt about the faith disregards or refuses to hold as true what God has revealed and the Church proposes for belief. Involuntary doubt refers to hesitation in believing, difficulty in overcoming objections connected with the faith, or also anxiety aroused by its obscurity. If deliberately cultivated doubt can lead to spiritual blindness. 2089 Incredulity is the neglect of revealed truth or the willful refusal to assent to it. "Heresy is the obstinate post-baptismal denial of some truth which must be believed with divine and catholic faith, or it is likewise an obstinate doubt concerning the same; apostasy is the total repudiation of the Christian faith; schism is the refusal of submission to the Roman Pontiff or of communion with the members of the Church subject to him."

I reported in depth on the teachings of Holy Church regarding the authority of our pope, from Peter to present day. What I attempted to emphasize is that Holy Church has always proclaimed and taught that the pope is and has always been the 'supreme commander' of the Church and all of her members. What he teaches is truth and must be accepted and obeyed by everyone. No third party can come into the picture and claim that the See of Peter is VACANT! 
"Even if the Sedevacanists argue, for example, that Cardinal Ratzinger was self-expelled before his papal election for heresy (often pointing to some of his controversial writings as a private theologian), the Sedevacanists are still subject to his jurisdiction as Pope, which is both valid and licit under the Church’s ecclesiastical law. By withdrawing submission from the Holy Father and the faithful in communion with him, Sedevacanists are schismatic and hence AUTOMATICALLY EXCOMMUNICATED from the Church under both Divine and ecclesiastical law."

Feel free to hand a copy of this report to any sedevacanists should you so desire. I have reported solely the teachings of Christ’s Holy Catholic Church not the claims of schismatic sedevacanists. We need to keep them in our prayers!

Jesus prayed: "That they all may be one, as thou. Father, in me, and I in thee; that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me."

This report prepared on August 26, 2012 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
NOTE: The Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) mentioned on page 1 are Catholic Traditionalists, not Sedevacantists.
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