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May blessed objects (sacramentals) be sold?
Q: Dear Michael, 

I happened to pick up a crucifix from the religious articles store of (a local retreat centre). There was a priest in the stall and I asked him to bless it. To my surprise, he said that there was no need for it to be blessed as it was 'already blessed'. When I asked him to clarify that statement, he informed me that all the articles inside the book store are 'blessed before sale'.
I was shocked! I said that if I was not mistaken, one is not supposed to SELL blessed articles! But the priest could not give me any explanation... he just repeated that 'all the articles are blessed already'.

I asked another priest (at the retreat centre) to bless the crucifix and he said that if I had bought it from the bookstore, there was no need for it to be blessed as it is 'already blessed'!

Can you please clarify to me this matter because, as far as I can remember, any cross or medal or rosary bought from a store is already 'not blessed'; they need to be blessed to become a sacramental.
MJ, Bangalore, September 2015
Introduction to Sacramentals

http://www.fisheaters.com/sacramentalsintro.html EXTRACT
First a definition: a sacramental is a sacred sign that signifies effects obtained through the Church's intercession. While all of the seven Sacraments are Christ-instituted and always do exactly what they signify ex opere operato ("from the deed done"), sacramentals are usually Church-instituted (though some are Christ-instituted). They work through the power and prayers of the Church (ex opere operantis Ecclesiae) and, subjectively, ex opere operantis, that is, through the pious disposition of the one using them. 
Sacramentals drive away evil spirits, and when piously used, remit venial sin and prepare the soul for grace. 
Sacramentals can be material things (blessed objects, such as scapulars, rosaries, Crucifixes, medals, Holy Water, etc.) or actions (the Sign of the Cross, genuflection, prayers, the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday, etc.). Note that only a priest has the power to bless an object and make it a sacramental. Lay Catholics are free to bless objects, even using the prayers priests use -- and we do so often in blessing our children, blessing meals, blessing Advent wreaths or Mary Gardens, etc. -- but our blessings act as "mere" pleas to God. Priests alone have been given the power to bless with a guarantee, as it were, and it is they and they alone who can take a new Crucifix or Rosary and turn them into sacramentals with the power and prayers of the entire Church behind them.

Fr. Arthur Tonne's "Talks on Sacramentals," published in 1950. He sums up how to view sacramentals:
Some years ago two women were touring a desert region of our southwest. They wandered off from their party and were lost. For two full days they tramped and tramped in search of a road or dwelling. They found none. Completely exhausted, aching with thirst and hunger, they could not walk another step. One of them, in true womanly fashion, took out her compact to repair the damage done by sun and dust. The sun flashed off the mirror. She got an idea. Someone might see the reflected light. They flashed the mirror in all directions. Rescuers saw the flashes, hurried to the source, and saved the two ladies. 
Who would have thought that such a simple thing as a mirror could save human lives? This essential piece of female equipment did not directly save their lives, but it was the means, the instrument for attracting attention and bringing help. 
The sacramentals are something like that. Of themselves they do not save souls, but they are the means for securing heavenly help for those who use them properly. A sacramental is a sacred object or religious action which the Catholic Church, in imitation of the sacraments, uses for the purpose of obtaining spiritual favors especially through her prayer. A sacramental is anything set apart or blessed by the Church to excite good thoughts and to help devotion, and thus secure grace and take away venial sin or the temporal punishment due to sin... 
...We might divide the sacramentals into prayers, pious objects, sacred signs, and religious ceremonies. Some sacramentals are a combination--they fall into two or more classes. The Rosary, for example, is a pious object and a prayer. The Sign of the Cross is a prayer and a sign. The crucifix, pictures and statues are pious objects. The ceremonies performed in the various sacraments are also sacramentals, like the extending of the hands in Confirmation... 

...Do we have to use sacramentals? Does a Catholic have to wear a scapular, or use holy water, or pray the Rosary? Strictly speaking, no. The sacraments are necessary for salvation; the sacramentals are not necessary. Nevertheless, the prayers, pious objects, sacred signs and ceremonies of Mother Church are means to salvation. 
If you were lost in a desert, as were the two women of our story, you don't have to have a mirror to be saved. But that lifeless, senseless object was the means of saving their lives. 
In a similar way the sacramentals, lifeless, helpless in themselves [Ed. in terms of our sanctification and the fruits that we personally derive from them], are helps to winning life-giving graces. They must never take the place of the sacraments. You will find Catholics who place more confidence and trust in these material objects than they do in the reality of the sacraments. 
For example, you may see a Catholic enter Church and go directly to the vigil light stand without seeming to pay any attention to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. That Catholic does not appreciate the difference between a Sacrament and a sacramental. 
Simony (The Catholic Encyclopedia)
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14001a.htm
(From Simon Magus; Acts 8:18-24)

Simony is usually defined "a deliberate intention of buying or selling for a temporal price such things as are spiritual or annexed unto spirituals". While this definition only speaks of purchase and sale, any exchange of spiritual for temporal things is simoniacal. Nor is the giving of the temporal as the price of the spiritual required for the existence of simony; according to a proposition condemned by Innocent XI (Denzinger-Bannwart, no. 1195) it suffices that the determining motive of the action of one party be the obtaining of compensation from the other.

The various temporal advantages which may be offered for a spiritual favour are, after Gregory the Great, usually divided in three classes. These are: (1) the munus a manu (material advantage), which comprises money, all movable and immovable property, and all rights appreciable in pecuniary value; (2) the munus a lingua (oral advantage) which includes oral commendation, public expressions of approval, moral support in high places; (3) the munus ab obsequio (homage) which consists in subserviency, the rendering of undue services, etc.

The spiritual object includes whatever is conducive to the eternal welfare of the soul, i.e. all supernatural things: sanctifying grace, the sacraments, sacramentals, etc. While according to the natural and Divine laws the term simony is applicable only to the exchange of supernatural treasures for temporal advantages, its meaning has been further extended through ecclesiastical legislation. In order to preclude all danger of simony the Church has forbidden certain dealings which did not fall under Divine prohibition. It is thus unlawful to exchange ecclesiastical benefices by private authority, to accept any payment whatever for holy oils, to sell blessed rosaries or crucifixes. 
Such objects lose, if sold, all the indulgences previously attached to them (S. Cong. Of Indulgences, 12 July, 1847). Simony of ecclesiastical law is, of course a variable element, since the prohibitions of the Church may be abrogated or fall into disuse. Simony whether it be of ecclesiastical or Divine law, may be divided into mental, conventional, and real (simonia mentalis, conventionalis, et realis). In mental simony there is lacking the outward manifestation, or, according to others, the approval on the part of the person to whom a proposal is made. In conventional simony an expressed or tacit agreement is entered upon. It is subdivided into merely conventional, when neither party has fulfilled any of the terms of the agreement, and mixed conventional, when one of the parties has at least partly complied with the assumed obligations. To the latter subdivision may be referred what has been aptly termed "confidential simony", in which an ecclesiastical benefice is procured for a certain person with the understanding that later he will either resign in favour of the one through whom he obtained the position or divide with him the revenues. Simony is called real when the stipulations of the mutual agreement have been either partly or completely carried out by both parties.

To estimate accurately the gravity of simony, which some medieval ecclesiastical writers denounced as the most abominable of crimes, a distinction must be made between the violations of the Divine law, and the dealings contrary to ecclesiastical legislation. Any transgression of the law of God in this matter is, objectively considered, grievous in every instance (mortalis ex toto genere suo). For this kind of simony places on a par things supernatural and things natural, things eternal and things temporal, and constitutes a sacrilegious depreciation of Divine treasures. The sin can become venial only through the absence of the subjective dispositions required for the commission of a grievous offense. The merely ecclesiastical prohibitions, however, do not all and under all circumstances impose a grave obligation. The presumption is that the church authority, which, in this connection, sometimes prohibits actions in themselves indifferent, did not intend the law to be grievously binding in minor details. As he who preaches the gospel "should live by the gospel" (1 Corinthians 9:14) but should also avoid even the appearance of receiving temporal payment for spiritual services, difficulties may arise concerning the propriety or sinfulness of remuneration in certain circumstances. The ecclesiastic may certainly receive what is offered to him on the occasion of spiritual ministrations, but he cannot accept any payment for the same. The celebration of Mass for money would, consequently, be sinful; but it is perfectly legitimate to accept a stipend offered on such occasion for the support of the celebrant. The amount of the stipend, varying for different times and countries, is usually fixed by ecclesiastical authority (see STIPEND). It is allowed to accept it even should the priest be otherwise well-to-do; for he has a right to live from the altar. It is simoniacal to accept payment for the exercise of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, e.g., the granting of dispensations; but there is nothing improper in demanding from the applicants for matrimonial dispensations a contribution intended partly as a chancery fee and partly as a salutary fine calculated to prevent the too frequent recurrence of such requests. 
It is likewise simony to accept temporal compensation for admission into a religious order; but contributions made by candidates to defray the expenses of their novitiate as well as the dowry required by some female orders are not included in this prohibition.

In regard to the parish clergy, the poorer the church, the more urgent is the obligation incumbent upon the faithful to support them. In the fulfilment of this duty local law and custom ought to be observed. The Second Plenary Council of Baltimore has framed the following decrees for the United States: (1) The priest may accept what is freely offered after the administration of baptism or matrimony, but should refrain from asking anything (no. 221). (2) The confessor is never allowed to apply to his own use pecuniary penances, nor may he ask or accept anything from the penitent in compensation of his services. Even voluntary gifts must be refused, and the offering of Mass stipends in the sacred tribunal cannot be permitted (no. 289). (3) The poor who cannot be buried at their own expense should receive free burial (no. 393). The Second and Third action of a compulsory contribution at the church entrance from the faithful who wish to hear Mass on Sundays and Holy Days (Conc. Plen. Balt. II, no 397; Conc. Plen. Balt. III, no 288). As this practice continued in existence in many churches until very recently, a circular letter addressed 29 Sept., 1911, by the Apostolic Delegate to the archbishops and bishops of the United States, again condemns the custom and requests the ordinaries to suppress it wherever found in existence.

To uproot the evil of simony so prevalent during the Middle Ages, the Church decreed the severest penalties against its perpetrators. Pope Julius II declared simoniacal papal elections invalid, an enactment which has since been rescinded, however, by Pope Pius X (Constitution "Vacante Sede", 25 Dec., 1904, tit. II, cap. VI, in "Canoniste Contemp.", XXXII, 1909, 291). The collation of a benefice is void if, in obtaining it, the appointee either committed simony himself, or at least tacitly approved of its commission by a third party. Should he have taken possession, he is bound to resign and restore all the revenues received during his tenure. Excommunication simply reserved to the Apostolic See is pronounced in the Constitution "Apostolicae Sedis" (12 Oct., 1869): (1) against persons guilty of real simony in any benefices and against their accomplices; (2) against any persons, whatsoever their dignity, guilty of confidential simony in any benefices; (3) against such as are guilty of simony by purchasing or selling admission into a religious order; (4) against all persons inferior to the bishops, who derive gain (quaestum facientes) from indulgences and other spiritual graces; (5) against those who, collecting stipends for Masses, realize a profit on them by having the Masses celebrated in places where smaller stipends are usually given. The last-mentioned provision was supplemented by subsequent decrees of the Sacred Congregation of the Council. The Decree "Vigilanti" (25 May, 1893) forbade the practice indulged in by some booksellers of receiving stipends and offering exclusively books and subscriptions to periodicals to the celebrant of the Masses. The Decree "Ut Debita" (11 May, 1904) condemned the arrangements according to which the guardians of shrines sometimesdevoted the offerings originally intended for Masses partly to other pious purposes. The offenders against the two decrees just mentioned incur suspension ipso facto from their functions if they are in sacred orders; inability to receive higher orders if they are clerics inferior to the priests; excommunication of pronounced sentence (latae sententiae) if they belong to the laity.

Q: Is it permissible to sell items such as rosaries, medals, Bibles, etc., that have been blessed?
http://www.catholic.com/quickquestions/is-it-permissible-to-sell-items-such-as-rosaries-medals-bibles-etc-that-have-been-b-0 
A: Items may be sold; blessings may not. Any blessed item that is sold should be sold for its intrinsic value apart from the blessing. To sell the blessing itself would amount to simony.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church addresses this:

Simony is defined as the buying or selling of spiritual things. To Simon the magician, who wanted to buy the spiritual power he saw at work in the apostles, St. Peter responded: “Your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain God’s gift with money!” Peter thus held to the words of Jesus: “You received without pay, give without pay.” It is impossible to appropriate to oneself spiritual goods and behave toward them as their owner or master, for they have their source in God. One can receive them only from him, without payment. (2121) -Jim Blackburn
Q: I believe I read somewhere one cannot buy or sell relics. Does this also apply to blessed items? What about selling your home that has been blessed? I see a lot of blessed vintage religious items on auction, yard sales, etc. and would like to purchase them as a Catholic and utilize them properly but I refrain because I am unclear on the doctrine of the Church regarding this. Can one buy or sell blessed items? -Sheridan
http://www.ewtn.com/vexperts/showmessage.asp?number=298264
November 21, 2002

A: It is my understanding that, yes, one may buy and sell blessed objects but the price is completely independent of the blessing. E.g. Scapulars today are 10 cents apiece, but the blessed ones are 25 cents. This if forbidden. -Fr. Robert J. Levis
Selling a rosary and other sacred things

Posted on 17 May 2011 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2011/05/quaeritur-selling-a-rosary-and-other-sacred-things/ 

Several readers have sent similar questions about the selling of sacred things. I will simply answer rather than post excerpts of the questions.

Let’s start with the most sacred of all, the Eucharist.  Selling the Eucharist would be a terrible sacrilege. The Code of Canon Law for the Latin Church uses the word “nefas” (“really really really bad”, “intolerable”). The Eucharist is sacred in Itself. If you sell the Eucharist, you incur automatically an excommunication. The lifting of the censure is reserved to the Holy See or a confessor with a faculty from the Holy See.

Selling a relic also has he word “nefas” applied to it in the Code. Relics are sacred things in themselves, because they are the remains of saints or blesseds or, if they are not part of the body, were objects associated with the saint.  If they are sold, they remain holy things.

Selling blessed objects is not necessarily a sin. There are various decent reasons why one would sell a blessed object. There are bad reasons as well. Some things, such as statues or things of various age or artistic merit will have great monetary value. Other things have a particular rareness or association which makes them valuable, even though they in themselves are not much to look at.

Selling of sacred offices is also a sin and a crime in the Church’s law, for obvious reasons.

Selling of “smaller things”. When I go to a religious goods store, people will sometimes ask me to bless things such as small statues, rosaries, books, medals, etc. I am happy to do so, but only after they have been purchased. If you sell a sacred thing which was blessed with a constitutive blessing, it loses its blessing and must be re-blessed or re-consecrated. If I were to sell my, for example, chalice which was consecrated by the late Card. Mayer, the purchaser would have to have it re-consecrated. The same would go for a rosary.  However, there is no question of “re-blessing” something like relics of Sts. Nunilo and Alodia rescued from EBay or a flea market: relics are sacred in themselves. The reliquary, however, would be duly re-blessed.

I hope that helps a little.

Q: Is it wrong to sell a Blessed object?

http://www.christianforums.com/threads/is-it-wrong-to-sell-a-blessed-object.4203407/ EXTRACT
November 18, 2006

A1: Yes. It is wrong to sell any blessed object. You can gift them but you cannot sell them.
My priest & deacon say that blessed objects cannot be sold. They can be gifted but not sold.
It could possibly fall under simony depending on sellers & buyers motives in the transaction.

 

A2: Well, the blessed object ceases to be blessed when it is sold. The person who purchased it, if he desired, would need to have it blessed.
A3: Attempting to purchase or sell the actual blessings themselves would be simony. Buying an old rosary would not be. Selling first class relics would be, however.
Things You Should Never Say to a Catholic Bookstore Employee

http://epicpew.com/things-you-should-never-say-to-a-catholic-bookstore-employee/ EXTRACT
By Brooke Gregory, February 20, 2015

I work at a Catholic bookstore and religious supply shop for a major Catholic shrine, and I absolutely love it. It’s like retail and ministry all in one, and I get to meet the most amazing people from around the world. However, as spiritual and edifying as my job is, it is still essentially retail with a religious flavor so I still have those customers who make me want to laugh and cry at the same time, and the occasional Big Ones who send me running out to the chapel to make a preemptive act of contrition.

“Is any of this stuff already blessed?”
People can get very snippy when we tell them they have to get their own stuff blessed after they pay for it. Because if we sell blessed objects, we are in violation of canon law and technically committing simony. And we all know how well that went over back in the day.

Check out the discussions at

1. Can a store sell a blessed item? 

http://50.22.108.14/showthread.php?t=87841&page=2 EXTRACT
Catholic Answers forum, December 4, 2005 
In the catalogue from the "Blue Army Shrine", they are selling holy water and things like that. I was confused b/c I am pretty sure you can't sell blessed items.
2. Buying blessed items?

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=620373 EXTRACT
Catholic Answers forum, November 28, 2011 
Q: I have a rosary blessed by Pope John Paul II. My father-in-law purchased it on eBay and gifted it to me. It has a certificate of authenticity claiming that it was touched and blessed by him. 
The certificate is signed by Rev. James Blynt, from whom he purchased the item. 
My question is, is the blessing intact? 
Simony

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1493      

December 4, 2009

Q: Recently my mother and I were shopping at a Catholic store. She wanted to buy me an icon diptych for a Christmas gift. I said ok and she did. I later learned that this particular diptych was from an official icon distributor of the Russian Orthodox Church. Some Internet stores who sell these icons said that they are blessed or consecrated. I now fear that I did something wrong because of simony.
If the icons are indeed blessed/consecrated, how could they be sold from the Russian distributor in the first place?
I tried reading about simony to see if I did something wrong but got confused. -Robert
The Hardon Catholic Dictionary defines simony as:

A sacrilege that consists in buying and selling what is spiritual in return for what is temporal. In simony the person tries to equate material things, such as money, with spiritual things, such as divine grace, and treats the latter as though he or some other human being had full ownership of what really belongs to God.

Simony, usually is in reference to relics (i.e. Canon 1190 - It is strictly forbidden to sell sacred relics), but in the case you describe it would be morally wrong to sell or buy a blessing. Blessings are not for sale. The diptych itself can be purchased at the fair market value of the diptych, but there cannot be an extra charge for the blessing.

At least one source suggests that any item that has been blessed before it is sold loses its blessing, thus one must have it blessed again, if they wish. I am not sure that notion is "official". As long as there was no charge for the blessing it should be okay. You can have the diptych blessed by your local priest anyway.

In any event, if the seller of the diptych did charge you for the blessing, and your mother did not know it, there is no sin on her part, or yours. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
See SACRAMENTALS AND BLESSINGS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SACRAMENTALS_AND_BLESSINGS.doc
From: Ron Smith hfministry@roadrunner.com 
Date: Sun, 20 Sep 2015 17:46:03 -0400


“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it” - Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting.
Q: [It is the same as on page 1].  
A: First of all, the items blessed before they are sold ARE sacramentals simply because they were blessed by a priest. Blessing them and then selling them is SIMONY. The sin of SIMONY is committed by the buyer (if they know the item is blessed at the time they pay for it) and by the person who knowingly sells a blessed item. In other words knowingly selling a blessed item is SIMONY. At shrines I have been to I have found most if not all items have been previously blessed. However, the shrine store tags everything not with a For Sale price but with a suggested DONATION to acquire it (them). If the person desiring the item(s) offers less than the suggested donation, the shrine would have to accept that to avoid the sin of SIMONY. Example: A family member passes away and you are the executor to sell their property. They have a picture of The Last Supper. You are not aware that they had it blessed shortly after purchasing it. If you sell it you DID NOT SIN BY COMMITTING SIMONY because you did not know it was a blessed sacramental! Another example: Your aunt gives you a statue of St. Jude and tells you she had it blessed. You ‘sell’ it at a garage sale because you have a duplicate of it already. Since you knew it was blessed you committed the sin of SIMONY (violation of the first commandment) by selling it.

“God’s first commandment condemns the main sins of irreligion: tempting God, in words or deeds, sacrilege and SIMONY.”
 “Simony is defined as the buying or selling of spiritual things. 
To Simon the magician, who wanted to buy the spiritual, power he saw at work in the apostles, St. Peter responded: ‘Your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain God’s gift with money’! Peter thus held to the word of Jesus: ‘You received without pay, give without pay’. 
It is impossible to appropriate to oneself spiritual goods and behave towards them as their owner or master, for they have their source in God. One can receive them only from Him, without payment.”
 “SIMONY is usually defined  ‘a deliberate intention of buying or selling for a temporal price such things as are spiritual or annexed into spirituals.”
 “SIMONY: From him (Simon the magician of Samaria) the vice of SIMONY, commercial traffic in sacred things, takes its name. Both the law of God and that of the Church forbid the buying or selling of something spiritual such as grace, a sacrament (Canon 1380), a relic, and so forth.”
 “SIMONY means the buying or selling of spiritual things for a temporal price or reward.”

“And when Simon saw (apostles laying hands on people who then received the Holy Spirit), that by the imposition of hands of the apostles , the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying: Give me also the power that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said to him: Keep thy money to thyself, to perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.”
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