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MAY 3, 2017
 ‘Service station’ liturgy sucks the life out of Church: Irish theologian
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/service-station-liturgy-sucks-the-life-out-of-irish-church-theologian
By Lisa Bourne, Warsaw, Poland, May 2, 2017

A renowned Irish theologian says the state of the liturgy in Ireland is “uninspiring” and the country's vocations shortage a result of a crisis of faith.

Father Vincent Twomey, SVD, professor emeritus of moral theology for Ireland’s national seminary and former student of Joseph Ratzinger, criticized a routine, obligatory approach to Mass.

He said this has produced “what could be called the ‘service station’ model of church, which, with the declining number of clerics, is putting a huge strain on their time and their limited energy.”

“The faithful are satisfied, once they have ‘been to Mass,’” Father Twomey said, and that frequently the mindset is the shorter the Mass the better.

In a paper titled “The End of Irish Catholicism? Fifteen Years On” for the Jesuit journal Studies Irish Review, Father Twomey wrote how this pedestrian attitude toward the Mass has pushed clergy to reduce it to the minimum. The article was covered in a report from Catholic Ireland and picked up by CatholicCulture.org.

Father Twomey commented as well about ill-prepared liturgical ministers and clergy in need of formation, and said the main purpose of Eucharistic ministers is seemingly to cut the time taken for Communion distribution.

“Readers read scriptural texts that evidently make no sense to them. Very often, they are indistinct or inaudible,” he stated. “As with the Eucharistic ministers, their presence seems to be a token recognition of lay involvement, in particular by women, with little or no awareness that readers, Eucharistic ministers, choir members (if they exist), and sacristans all need theological training as much as the clergy need ongoing formation and education.”

The result of all of this, Father Twomey said, is that the “source and summit of the Christian life has been reduced to an obligation to be satisfied with the least pain for either priest or people.”

Ireland has suffered from a decline in the number of priests for years. The Diocese of Limerick had cancelled all daily Masses on Tuesday of last week because diocesan priests were away on “important in-service formation." The local bishop instructed every parish in the diocese instead to "host a lay-led liturgy of the Word." 

The bishop did not rule out the possibility of some parishes forgoing Sunday Mass for a lay-led liturgy in the future.

Father Twomey rebuffed suggestions for changes in the Church proposed by the dissenting Association of Catholic Priests because they offered nothing different than the current failed approach and would bring about a barren “service station” approach to Mass.

Specifically, he said the dissident group’s proposals are “predicated on the same traditional model, namely providing the requisite services to the people, as in a service station. The net result is a desiccated liturgy.”

Father Twomey has been a member of the Ratzinger circle of former students that meets with now-Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI annually for a theological seminar since the group’s 1978 inception.

Known for his defense of Church teachings on life and family, Father Twomey received the highest award the pope can bestow upon laity and religious for outstanding service to the Church and the Holy Father. Cardinal Raymond Burke conferred the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice medal upon the Irish priest in 2011.

In his 2002 book “The End of Irish Catholicism?” Father Twomey addressed the question of why the Catholic Church in Ireland has been “unable to meet the challenges of the modern age … the onslaught of secularization, the onslaught of relativism, etc.” 

In his paper on Irish Catholicism, the theologian contended that the fundamental weakness of the Church in Ireland has been its anti-intellectual attitude, and conversely, its greatest achievement had been its missionary tradition.

Today, though, missionary vocations have dried up completely, Father Twomey acknowledged, and this, with the lack of spiritual leaders, point to the source of the real crisis — a crisis of faith — facing the Church.

“It has been posited that what we are facing is really a crisis of identity caused by our post-modern, post-truth world,” he wrote. “Perhaps one could more accurately say that the present crisis is probably a combination of a crisis of faith and a crisis of identity.”

2 of 8 readers’ comments
1. The musical liturgy in modern Irish mass is a total joke - they always seem to pick guitarists from the same weird breed, who sing in this odd 'folky' style, pandering to some strange kind of fake emotionality that has nothing to do with reality.

A choir do not necessarily have to sing Gregorian chant, but there are plenty of traditional Catholic hymns of a solemn nature. People who have real soul understand this kind of music.

2. I'm not sure that things aren't really that different here in the United States.

I have often suggested the following suggestions to "bring back" enrollment and attendance in our Catholic Churches:

- It is of vital importance to teach effective public speaking classes in our seminaries. Catholic priests are now competing with dozens of cable channels and Christian radio stations - many of them giving 24 hours of the best protestant bible studies and sermons by the best preachers out there. I have actually experienced masses by a particular priest who literally just re-reads the daily gospel that was just read previously at the mass. I look around when this particular priest does his sermons, and see people yawning, disinterested, etc., and I think to myself "a lot of these people are probably not even going to bother to be back next week - some may never be back here at all!

- If you could trace most of society's "ills" to a particular aspect of life - it would most definitely be "family dysfunction and divorces". I think that there should be effective training and counselling programs and seminars for marriages that are on the brink of divorce, and I specifically mean, counselling programs that have a proven test record to work.

- Priests should make themselves more available to their congregations. A two second hand shake after mass does not cut it for many people. I have often thought that it would be a great idea if, after the last mass on Saturday and/or Sunday, a priest would be available for confession. Many people cannot get to confession on Saturday but still make it to Mass late Saturday or Sunday. There also should perhaps be an open "town hall" session once a month if parishioners have questions or concerns they would like to address their parish priest.

- Effective bible studies should be made available to parishioners.

- There should be effective teen programs instituted to promote chastity until marriage. Teens will be soon entering the work field or college, and will be challenged like they have never been before regarding sexual activity - and many at this time, engage in activity that they will pay for, for the rest of their lives.

These are just a couple of my suggestions. I love the Catholic Church and really hate to see its membership wither away as it has been doing in the past 20 years or so.
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