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       FEBRUARY 8, 2017

Main Seer of the Fatima Apparitions goes to her Reward
Sister Lucy’s Last Public Interview - 1957
http://www.traditioninaction.org/SOD/j127sdFatimaMysteryt_5-13.htm 
By Fr. Augustin Fuentes, September 5, 2012  
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Fr. Augustín Fuentes/A very grave Sr. Lucy in 1957

A reader recently noted that the interview Sister Lucy gave to Fr. Augustin Fuentes in 1957, is always partially reported, and asked TIA if we could post the full text. To assist in this request we are now posting the most complete text available of the 1957 interview with our own translation from the original Spanish. Fr. Augustín Fuentes was the Mexican priest named vice-postulator of the cause of beatification for Francisco and Jacinta. In that interview Sr. Lucy said that Our Lady told her: “The last means that God will give to the world for its salvation are the Holy Rosary and My Immaculate Heart.”

This important conversation of December 26, 1957 was the last public interview of Sr. Lucy. After it, permission was refused for any other interviews and she was effectively silenced and completely hidden away for the next several decades. 

Another very jovial Sr. Lucy appeared 10 years later in 1967 during Paul VI’s visit to Fatima. This Sr. Lucy, square-faced, cheerful and robust – incredibly different from the oval faced, sad and pale Sr. Lucy who spoke to Fr. Fuentes - was seen more regularly starting in 1982, after John Paul II’s visit to Fatima. [See our Two Sister Lucys' analysis] 

WERE THERE TWO SISTERS LUCY OF FATIMA?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WERE_THERE_TWO_SISTERS_LUCY_OF_FATIMA.doc
These are the authentic words of her 1957 conversation with Fr. Fuentes, which came from the records of the official archivist of Fatima, Fr. Joaquín María Alonso, CMF. Fr. Alonso spoke with Sr. Lucy and publicly testified that her statements to Fr. Fuentes in 1957 were genuine and true. 

This text is from his book, La verdad sobre el Secreto de Fátima, Fátima sin mitos [The Truth about the Secret of Fatima without Myths]. The text has the approval and imprimatur of Archbishop Sánchez of Santa Cruz, Mexico. 

What follows is the literal translation of Fr. Fuentes' text reporting what he heard "from the lips of" the seer of Fatima. -TIA 

Interview of December 26, 1957

Speaking to the sisters of Motherhouse of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in Mexico on May 22, 1958, Fr. Fuentes said, “I want to tell you the last conversation I had with her [Sister Lucy], which was on December 26 of last year. It was in the convent, where I found her very sad, pale and drawn.”

He then proceeded to read Sister’s Lucy’s words to him at the December 26, 1957, interview: 
“Father, the Blessed Virgin is very sad because no one has paid attention to her Message, neither the good nor the bad. The good, because they continue on the road of goodness, but without paying mind to this Message. The bad, because of their sins, do not see God’s chastisement already falling on them presently; they also continue on their path of badness, ignoring the Message. But, Father, you must believe me that God is going to punish the world and chastise it in a tremendous way. 

“The chastisement from Heaven is imminent. The year 1960 is on us, and then what will happen? It will be very sad for everyone, and far from a happy thing if the world does not pray and do penance before then. I cannot give more details, because it is still a secret. By the will of the Blessed Virgin, only the Holy Father and the Bishop of Fatima can know the secret. Both have chosen, however, not to open it in order not to be influenced by it. (1) 
“This is the third part of the Message of Our Lady, which still remains secret until 1960. Tell them, Father, that the Blessed Virgin said repeatedly – to my cousins Francisco and Jacinta as well as to me – that many nations would disappear from the face of the earth, that Russia would be the instrument of chastisement from Heaven for the whole world if the conversion of that poor Nation is not obtained beforehand. …” 

A decisive battle with the Devil 
Sr. Lucy also told me:

“Father, the Devil is fighting a decisive battle against the Virgin and, as you know, what most offends God and what will gain him the greatest number of souls in the shortest time is to gain the souls consecrated to God. For this also leaves unprotected the field of the laity and the Devil can more easily seize them. 
”Also, Father, tell them that my cousins Francisco and Jacinta made sacrifices because they always saw the Blessed Virgin was very sad in all her apparitions. She never smiled at us. This anguish that we saw in her, caused by offenses to God and the chastisements that threaten sinners, penetrated our souls. And being children, we did not know what measures to devise except to pray and make sacrifices. …” 

We cannot wait for Rome to speak 
Referring to the vision of Hell that Our Lady showed her and Jacinta and Francisco, she said: 
“For this reason, Father, it is my mission not just to tell about the material punishments that will certainly come over the earth if the world does not pray and do penance. No, my mission is to tell everyone the imminent danger we are in of losing our souls for all eternity if we remain fixed in sin. 
“Father, we should not wait for a call to the world from Rome on the part of the Holy Father to do penance. Nor should we wait for a call for penance to come from the Bishops in our Dioceses, nor from our Religious Congregations. No, Our Lord has often used these means, and the world has not paid heed. So, now each one of us must begin to reform himself spiritually. Each one has to save not only his own soul, but also all the souls that God has placed on his pathway. 

Two last remedies to save the world 
“Father, the Blessed Virgin did not tell me that we are in the last times of the world, but I understood this for three reasons: 
“The first is because she told me that the Devil is engaging in a battle with the Virgin, a decisive battle. It is a final battle where one party will be victorious and the other will suffer defeat. So, from now on, we are either with God or we are with the Devil; there is no middle ground. 
“The second reason is because she told me, as well as my cousins, that God is giving two last remedies to the world: the Holy Rosary and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. And, being the last remedies, that is to say, they are the final ones, means that there will be no others.

“And the third, because in the plans of the Divine Providence, when God is going to chastise the world He always first exhausts all other remedies. When He sees that the world pays no attention whatsoever, then, as we say in our imperfect way of talking, with a certain fear He presents us the last means of salvation, His Blessed Mother. 
If we despise and reject this last means, Heaven will no longer pardon us, because we will have committed a sin that the Gospel calls a sin against the Holy Spirit. This sin consists in openly rejecting – with full knowledge and will – the salvation that is put in our hands. 
“Also, since Our Lord is a very good Son, He will not permit that we offend and despise His Blessed Mother. We have as obvious testimony the history of different centuries where Our Lord has shown us with terrible examples how He has always defended the honor of His Blessed Mother. 
“Prayer and sacrifice are the two means to save the world. As for the Holy Rosary, Father, in these last times in which we are living, the Blessed Virgin has given a new efficacy to the praying of the Holy Rosary. This in such a way that there is no problem that cannot be resolved by praying the Rosary, no matter how difficult it is - be it temporal or above all spiritual - in the spiritual life of each of us or the lives of our families, be they our families in the world or Religious Communities, or even in the lives of peoples and nations. 
“I repeat, there is no problem, as difficult as it may be, that we cannot resolve at this time by praying the Holy Rosary. With the Holy Rosary we will save ourselves, sanctify ourselves, console Our Lord and obtain the salvation of many souls. 
“Then, there is devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Most Holy Mother, holding her as the seat of mercy, goodness and pardon and the sure door to enter Heaven. This is the first part of the Message referring to Our Lady of Fatima, and the second part, which is briefer but no less important, refers to the Holy Father.” 

1. In 1943, the Bishop of Fatima José Correia da Silva authorized Sister Lucia to write down the Third Secret during her bout with pleurisy, which threatened her life. On June 17, 1944, this document was officially placed in his hands. When Sister Lucia gave the letter to Bishop da Silva, she told him that he could read it, but he refused. Instead, he ordered the sealed document to be kept in the safe of the Episcopal Curia. Pope Pius XII also chose not to read the message, and left it in the care of Bishop da Silva until 1957, when the sealed envelope was sent to Rome at his request.

Is there proof the Third Secret was to be released in 1960?
http://www.traditioninaction.org/Questions/F039_Secret1960.html  
By Dr. Marian T. Horvat Ph. D., May 11, 2009

TIA, 
I have a question: What year did Our Lady request that the third secret be made public? I have a booklet of Our Lady of Fatima from 1946 and there is no mention of this. Please respond. I have people telling me the apparition is a hoax. 
A. F.
Dear A.F., 
I was a youth in 1960, but I clearly remember waiting with anticipation in 1960 for the Fatima secret to be revealed. Interest in Fatima was very strong then, the devotion was flourishing, and my parents - like so many others - were anxiously waiting for the Pope to open the sealed letter and reveal to the world the message, according to the express desire of Our Lady related by Sister Lucia. 
Were we all being fooled? Certainly not. High authorities in the Church confirmed repeatedly that the message was to be revealed in 1960.

Let me first give a little background, to be followed with testimonies taken from volume 3 of the collection The Whole Truth about Fatima: The Third Secret by Frere Michel de la Sainte Trinite. The author addresses the question whether Our Lady really requested that the secret be revealed in 1960 in Chapter IX (pp. 466-502). He demonstrates that she did so, meticulously documenting his work and providing secure sources for each quote. Most of the quotes below are from the work La Verdad sobre el Secreto de Fatima written by the Church-appointed historian of Fatima, Fr. Joaquin Alonso, who had access to special archives. 
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Bishop José Correia da Silva with the sealed 3rd Secret in 1948
In 1943 Bishop José Correia da Silva authorized Sister Lucia to write down the Third Secret during her bout with pleurisy, which threatened her life. On June 17, 1944, this document was officially placed in his hands. When Sister Lucia gave the letter to Bishop da Silva, she told him that he could read it and make it known, but he refused. Instead, he ordered the sealed document to be kept in the safe of the Episcopal curia. A picture of him with the sealed Secret was photographed by M. Pazen, a reporter from Life magazine, which published it in its January 3, 1949 issue. 
In face of the refusal of the Bishop da Silva to open the Secret, we have the decisive testimony of Canon Galamba, close friend and adviser of the Bishop:
“When the Bishop refused to open the letter, Lucia made him promise that it would definitely be opened and read to the world either at her death or in 1960, whichever would come first.” 

Bishop da Silva of Leiria remained caretaker of the Secret until March 1957, when it was sent to Rome, at the disposition of Pope Pius XII. 

Testimonies 
In early February of 1946, Fr. Jongen interrogated Sister Lucy and asked her when the time would arrive for the third part of the Secret to be made known. She answered: “I communicated the third part in a letter to the Bishop of Leiria. But it should not be made known before 1960.” 
On September 7, 1946, Cardinal Cerejeira affirmed at the closing of the Marian Congress in Brazil that the third part of the Secret had been written and placed in a sealed envelope “and will be opened in 1960.” 
On May 17, 1955, Cardinal Ottaviani, pro-prefect of the Holy Office, asked Sister Lucia about the third Secret. Later, in a conference of 1967, he stated: “The message was not to be opened before 1960. I asked Sister Lucy, ‘Why this date?’ She answered, ‘Because then it will seem clearer’” (Doc. Cath. March 19, 1967, col. 542). 

Similar statements affirming that the message should be opened in 1960 were made by Cardinal Tisserant (October 13, 1956), Cardinal Piazza, Fr. Shveigl, Bishop Venancio and Canon Barthos. Fr. Alonso adds: 

“Other Bishops also spoke - and with authority - about the year 1960 as the date indicated for opening the famous letter. Thus, when the then titular Bishop of Tiava and Auxiliary Bishop of Lisbon asked Lucia when the Secret was to be opened, he always received the same answer: in 1960” (in La verdad sobre el Secreto de Fatima, p. 46).

We also have the very moving testimony of Sister Lucia herself in an interview with Fr. Fuentes on December 26, 1956 (which you can read here). She lamented that the ecclesiastical authorities had refused to read the sealed document. Then she said: 
“Father, how much time is there before 1960 arrives? It will be very sad for everyone ... I am not able to give any other details because it is still a secret. According to the will of the Most Holy Virgin, only the Holy Father and the Bishop of Fatima are permitted to know the secret, but they have chosen to not know it so that they would not be influenced. Thus the third part of the message of Our Lady will remain secret until 1960.” 
These testimonies confirm Our Lady’s desire that the final Secret be divulged in 1944 at the earliest, and in 1960 at the latest, for at that date it would become perfectly clear. 

The mysterious silence 
Mysteriously, it was not revealed. In 1960 Pope John XXIII gave the incomprehensible message in direct contradiction to the command of Mother of God: "Questo non è per i nostri tempi." ["This matter is not for our times."] 
The memoires of Cardinal Oddi record a conversation he had with this Pope asking him why he did not release the Secret. You can read John XXIII's response here.
In another work, Cardinal Oddi affirms the secret involved Vatican Council II. 
Certainly, if it had been released, many persons - clergy and lay - would have been more vigilant about what was happening at this council. 
I hope this is of some help. Often, however, I find that solid facts do not convince persons who do not want to believe the truth. 
Cordially, 
Marian T. Horvat

The Drama of the Third Secret
http://www.fatima.org/crusader/crthird/sfrpg05.asp (All emphases theirs, except the bold red) 
Undated

It was in July/August, 1941, in her third memoir, that Sister Lucy mentioned for the first time the division of the Secret of Fatima into three distinct parts. “The Secret is composed of three distinct matters,” she writes, “And I shall disclose two of them.” 
The first is the vision of hell and the designation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary as the supreme remedy offered by God to humanity for the salvation of souls. “In order to save them, God wishes to establish in the world devotion to My Immaculate Heart.” 
The second, is the great prophecy concerning a miraculous peace which God wishes to grant to the world through the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the practice of Communions of Reparation on the first Saturdays of the month.1 “If people heed My commands, Russia will be converted and the world will have peace.” And there is also the announcement of terrible punishments if people persist in not obeying Her requests. 
As for the third part of the Secret, in 1941, Sister Lucy declares that for the moment she is not permitted to reveal it. 
The Writing Down and the Transmission of the Secret
The dramatic account of the writing down and the transmission of this vital Message begins in 1943. The hour of providence had then struck. Sister Lucy was living at that time in the convent of the Dorothean Sisters of Tuy, in Spain. In June, 1943, she suddenly fell gravely ill. Her condition was so alarming that Bishop da Silva, the Bishop of Leiria/Fatima, became worried. He feared that she would die before having revealed the Third Secret of Our Lady and he sensed that it would be the loss of an exceptional grace for the Church. Canon Galamba, the friend and advisor of the Bishop, then suggested to him an extremely judicious idea, that he at least ask Sister Lucy to write down forthwith, the text of the Third Secret and then that she place it in an envelope sealed with wax, to be opened later.

On September 15, 1943, Bishop da Silva went, therefore, to Tuy and he asked Sister Lucy to write down the Secret “if she really wanted to”. But the seer, undoubtedly under the impulse of the Holy Spirit was not content with this vague order. She requested of her bishop a written order, formal and perfectly clear that is very important. The final Message of the Virgin of Fatima is, as previously were Her other requests, linked to marvelous promises. It is an exceptional grace offered by God to our 20th Century in order to meet its most urgent needs. But again it is necessary that the pastors of the Church have sufficient faith and docility to the designs of Heaven in order to be instruments of this outpouring of grace that God wants to bestow upon the world through the sweet mediation of His Immaculate Mother. In 1943, God desired that it be the Bishop of Leiria, who demanded of this messenger the writing down of the Third Secret.

Finally, in mid-October, 1943, Bishop da Silva made up his mind. 
He wrote to Sister Lucy, giving her the express order that she had besought of him. However, new difficulties would arise. Sister Lucy experienced at that time, for almost three months, a mysterious and terrible anguish. She has related that each time she sat down at her work table and took her pen in order to write down the Secret, she found herself obstructed from doing it. One must, no doubt, see there the last outburst of Satan against the messenger of the Immaculate One.

Guessing what a terrible weapon this great prophecy could set up against his dominion over souls and his plan to penetrate the very heart of the Church, such a trial endured by the seer thus indicated the magnitude of the grandiose event which was about to be carried out, should the Secret be put down on paper.
On Christmas Eve, Sister Lucy confided to her director that she had still been unable to obey the order that she had been given.
Finally, on the 2nd of January, 1944, (this is very little known) the Blessed Virgin Mary Herself appeared again to Lucy. She confirmed to her that such was truly the Will of God and gave her the light and the strength to accomplish the writing that had been commanded.

The extreme care that Sister Lucy then took to transmit it with complete safety to its recipient, Bishop da Silva, is a new proof of the exceptional importance which she attributes to this document. 
She did not wish to entrust it to anyone but a Bishop. It was Bishop Ferreira, Archbishop of Gurza, who received from the hands of Sister Lucy, the envelope sealed with wax containing the precious document. He delivered it the same evening to Bishop da Silva.

Concerning the transmission of the Secret to the Hierarchy, it is necessary to underline four facts of the highest importance:

Fact #1. The immediate recipient of the Secret was Bishop da Silva and he could have read it at once. Sister Lucy told him so from the Blessed Virgin. But frightened by the responsibility that he would have to assume, he did not dare, he did not wish to have knowledge of it. He then tried to commit it to the Holy Office, but Rome refused to receive it. It was then agreed that if Bishop da Silva happened to die, the envelope would be entrusted to Cardinal Cerejeira, the Patriarch of Lisbon. It is therefore false to say, as has been so often repeated after 1960, that the Third Secret is destined explicitly and exclusively to the Holy Father!

Fact #2. It is true, however — I provide several proofs of it in my book — that Sister Lucy wanted Pope Pius XII to know the Secret without further delay. Unfortunately, that did not happen.

Fact #3. Ascertaining that Bishop da Silva persisted in not wishing to open the envelope, Sister Lucy “made him promise, in the words of Canon Galamba, that the Third Secret would be opened and read to the world upon her death or in 1960, whichever would happen first.” A series of testimonies which give us an account of the repeated statements of Sister Lucy enabled this fact to be established with absolute certitude.

Fact #4. Finally, this promise to disclose the Secret immediately after the death of Sister Lucy or in any case, “in 1960 at the latest”, surely corresponds to a request by the Virgin Mary Herself. In fact, when in 1946, Canon Barthas asked the seer why it would be necessary to wait until 1960, Sister Lucy replied to him in the presence of Bishop da Silva, “Because the Blessed Virgin wishes it so.”

Briefly stated, I have established it solidly in my book and we have all the proofs that God desired and willed that the final Secret of Our Lady be finally believed by the Pastors of the Church and made public to the faithful. This was to be done at the earliest in 1944 or at the latest by 1960 because as Sister Lucy further explained, “It would become clearer at that time.”2
The Transfer to Rome
I cannot linger here on a still mysterious episode in the history of the Third Secret: In 1957, the Holy Office demanded the text of it, kept until then at the palace of the Bishop of Leiria/Fatima. Who took this initiative? With what intention? A detailed analysis of the facts have enabled me to formulate a plausible hypothesis but I have not arrived at any certitude.

In mid-March, 1957, Bishop da Silva entrusted his Auxiliary Bishop Venancio with the responsibility of delivering the precious document to Bishop Cento, the Apostolic Nuncio to Lisbon at that time. Bishop Venancio implored his bishop to finally read the Secret and to make a copy of it before sending the manuscript to Rome, but the old bishop persisted in his refusal. Bishop Venancio, who related this to me in Fatima on February 13, 1983, had to content himself with looking at the envelope while holding it up to the light. He could see inside a little sheet of which he measured the exact size. We thus know that the Third Secret is not very long, probably 20 to 25 lines, that is to say about the same length as the Second Secret. This allows us to reject as certainly inauthentic, several texts much too long, which some forgers have tried to foist upon the public as being the true Secret of Fatima.

On the 16th of April, 1957, the sealed envelope arrived in Rome. What became of it? It was placed in the office of Pope Pius XII, in a little chest bearing the note, “Secret of the Holy Office”.3 It is Mother Pascalina who confided this to the journalist, Robert Serrou who in turn recently confirmed this fact.

Did Pope Pius XII read the Secret?
As surprising as it may seem the answer is almost certainly No. Like Father Alonso, I give several solid arguments for this conclusion; notably the testimonies of Cardinal Ottaviani and Monsignor Capovilla, Secretary of Pope John XXIII, who stated to us that the envelope was still sealed when the Holy Father opened it in 1959, one year after the death of Pope Pius XII.

One understands, therefore, the solemn words which Sister Lucy addressed on the 26th of December, 1957, to Father Fuentes, then Postulator of the beatification causes of Jacinta and Francisco. 
She said:

“The Blessed Virgin is very sad, for no one attaches any importance to Her Message… Neither the good nor the bad …
“The good continue on their way but without paying attention to the Message… I cannot give any other details, since it is still a secret… Only the Holy Father and His Excellency the Bishop of Fatima would be able to know it in accordance to the Will of the Blessed Virgin… But they haven’t willed to know it as they did not want to be influenced.” 
Pope Pius XII, therefore, without a doubt, preferred to wait for 1960, but he died before then. What a loss for the Church!4 

The Unanimous and Fervent Anticipation
At the approach of 1960, older ones remember it, the whole Christian people confidently awaited the promised public unveiling of the Secret. And you Italians (here present) you no doubt know that in 1959 there was in the whole country a great movement of devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. For several months, the Virgin of Fatima crisscrossed the peninsula drawing along in Her trail enthusiastic crowds and spreading everywhere Her marvels of grace, extraordinary fervor, miracles of conversion, miracles of doves5 … On the 13th of September, 1959, all the Bishops of the country solemnly consecrated Italy to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Unfortunately, the movement was so little encouraged by Pope John XXIII that his silence and reserve could not pass unnoticed. 
The Vision of Tuy - June 13, 1929
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We know from Brother Michael’s research and writings (Frere Michel de la Sainte Trinite) that we are now living in the midst of the period predicted in the Third Secret of Fatima (see "Part II: "The Third Secret Unveiled!”). We know that this period of apostasy will be over when the Holy Father succeeds in commanding all the Catholic Bishops to consecrate Russia according to the command of the most Holy Trinity given to Sister Lucy at Tuy. (See description in “Appendix — Our Lady of Fatima Returns”). This picture is depicted, according to Sister Lucy’s description, of this most solemn vision of June 13, 1929. For copies of this picture, and other free literature further describing this most important message, contact The Fatima Center.
Pope John XXIII Reads the Secret of Fatima and Refuses to Disclose It

We know that the Pope had the envelope of the Third Secret brought to him at Castel Gandolfo on August 17, 1959, by Monsignor Philippe, who was then an official of the Holy Office. Let us notice that this transmission of the Secret to the Sovereign Pontiff thus took on an official character and gathered around it a certain solemnity, which shows the esteem which Fatima was held in that era. Pope John XXIII did not immediately open the envelope. He was content to declare “I am waiting to read it with my confessor.” “The reading of the Secret,” Monsignor Capovilla stated precisely, “was done a few days later. But because of the difficulty raised by expressions peculiar to the language, assistance was requested of the Portuguese translator of the Secretariat of State, Mgr. Paulo Jose Tavarez,” who became afterwards, the Bishop of Macao. Later, Pope John XXIII had it read to Cardinal Ottaviani, Prefect of the Holy Office.

Let us open here a brief parenthesis. Certainly we know well that it belongs to the Hierarchy to judge “private revelations”. In 1960, it was evident that the Church had already officially recognized the Divine authenticity of the Fatima apparitions, proved, moreover, more solidly than any other by incontestable prophecies and dazzling miracles as Father Gruner has reminded us. 
In accordance with the command of the Most Blessed Virgin transmitted through Sister Lucy, the two prelates in charge, the Bishop of Leiria and the Patriarch of Lisbon had publicly undertaken to reveal the complete content of it by 1960 at the latest. For more than 15 years, no authoritative declaration had come out to refute these repeated promises echoed throughout the entire world by Cardinals, Bishops and Fatima experts as renowned as Canon Galamba, Canon Barthas or Father Messias Dias Coelho. The disclosure of the first two Secrets in 1942 with the consent of Pope Pius XII constituted moreover a precedent. So that the faithful perfectly had the right to expect from the supreme authority this promised revelation. They had at least a right to an exact and straightforward explanation on the part of the Holy Father.

Alas, on February 8, 1960, it was all of a sudden learned through a simple press release that the Third Secret of Fatima would not be revealed. It was an anonymous decision, which is by its very nature, totally irresponsible. What were the reasons that had motivated it? The Vatican communiqué had offered only inconsistent, and even contradictory excuses. This anonymous press release even ended in treachery: “Although the Church recognizes the Fatima apparitions She does not desire to take the responsibility of guaranteeing the veracity of the words that the three shepherd children said that the Virgin Mary had addressed to them.”6 Thus, apparently, the Vatican not only assumed as its own the untenable position of Father Dhanis (the detailed exposé and analysis of this incoherent thesis is in the first volume),7 but this communiqué went even further. It publicly and without any valid reason cast the most ignominious suspicion upon the credibility of Sister Lucy and upon the whole of the Fatima Message!

According to Mgr. Capovilla, several Roman Prelates had been consulted. But what is certain is that the Portuguese authorities in charge were odiously disregarded. Neither Bishop Venancio nor Cardinal Cerejeira had been consulted or notified by Rome.

Upon re-reading and analyzing this lamentable press release of February 8, 1960, or even more by studying the miserable article published in June by Father Caprile in la Civiltà Cattolica, one is disheartened by the massive examples of incoherence, inaccuracies and falsehoods which have been uttered by responsible authorities in Rome itself on the subject of Fatima. This tells you how much the decision to take no notice of the expressed will of the Immaculate Virgin, Queen of the Apostles, demanding that Her Secret be revealed by 1960, was unjustified and unjustifiable. It is certain also, that it did immense harm to the Fatima cause.

One can say that it was from this date after this public disregard for the “Secret of Mary” that devotion to the Most Blessed Virgin began to decrease in a perceptible and then alarming manner in the very bosom of the Catholic Church. More than ever, the words of Sister Lucy applied: “The Blessed Virgin is very sad, for no one pays attention to Her Message.” And this fault, one must dare to say it, was going to have incalculable consequences. For in disregarding the prophecies and requests of Fatima, not only was it the Virgin Mary, but God Himself Who had been disregarded, Who had been ridiculed in front of the world. The conditional punishment announced through the maternal warning of the Immaculate One was then going to be carried out tragically, inevitably.

Footnotes
1. See “Appendix — Our Lady of Fatima Returns”.

2. See Brother Michael’s book The Third Secret, pages 33-56 & 467-478.

3. This is at least what Mother Pascalina Lehnert affirmed to the journalist Robert Serrou on the occasion of a photographic reporting session at the Vatican on May 14, 1957 (The Third Secret, pages 484-486) [Mother Pascalina was in charge of a few sisters who looked after Pope Pius XII].

4. The Third Secret, pages 486-502.

5. During processions of the Pilgrim Statue, doves would be released. Sometimes they would huddle at the foot of the statue rather than fly away (The Third Secret, pages 99-103, 251, 533, 534). 

6. The Third Secret, pages 578-586.

7. This incoherent thesis is outlined in Vol. I Science and the Facts, pages 381-434 and 482-528 [Father Dhanis was a theology professor at Louvain when he first published his thesis in 1944. Basically, he claimed that Sister Lucy’s Memoirs (written 1935-1941) were not reliable]. This is totally refuted by Brother Michael in Volume I as noted above.

Papal silence on the 91st anniversary of the Fatima Apparitions
http://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/m020rpFatimaSilence.html (All emphases theirs, except the bold red) 
By Dr. Marian T. Horvat Ph. D., October 30, 2008
My friend Jan asked me why the Pope hasn’t said anything about Fatima. She was expecting to hear some words about Our Lady of Fatima from Benedict XVI on October 13, the 91st anniversary of the last Fatima apparition when the great Miracle of the Sun took place before 70,000 persons. It is a day of special significance for Catholics at Fatima and around the world.
Like so many Catholics Jan believes the Fatima message continues to be key for our times. 
The basic Fatima message is simple and clear: 
• Hell exists, and many souls are falling into it as the situation of world continues to worsen. 
• We should pray the Rosary daily and make the First Saturday devotion in reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

• Russia will convert if two conditions are met: men must convert and turn to God, and the Pope together with all the Bishops must consecrate Russia to her Immaculate Heart. (1) 
• If the conditions are not met, then Russia will spread her errors through the world and God will send a grave chastisement to an impenitent world. Many nations will be annihilated, but in the end the Immaculate Heart of Mary will triumph and an era of peace will be given to the world. 

Clearly, the conditions for the conversion of Russia have not been met and the Reign of Mary will not come without a chastisement. Russia has not converted and is again openly spreading its communist errors. On the world front, news of religious wars and ethnic clashes fill the daily papers to the point that almost no one can keep up with them. 
Therefore, nothing would seem more important today than for the Supreme Shepherd to speak to the Catholic flock about the Fatima message, to make the Consecration of Russia following Our Lady's specifications, to exhort the faithful to follow the First Saturday devotion, to insist on the daily Rosary, and to speak out against the new forms of Communism emerging across Europe, Africa and Latin America. 
But October 13 came and went, and there was not a word from Benedict XVI on the Fatima message. More than 200 Bishops of the world were in Rome for the Bible Synod, which started October 5. What an opportune moment it was to make the consecration of Russia. The topic was not broached.

On October 12, Cardinal Bertone spoke on behalf of the Vatican about the need for Catholics to read the Bible – not to pray the Rosary. (2) I suppose that message is more acceptable to the Protestants. That same day, the Pope asked for prayers to end the violence in India, Iraq and the Congo before 40,000 faithful gathered in St. Peter’s Square. (3) Another missed opportunity. He did not even mention the Rosary or the Fatima message as the solution Our Lady gave to attain world peace. 

Burying the Fatima message 
I was not surprised at the silence. In fact, I do not believe that any Prelate has done so much in present times to bury the Fatima message as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, now Benedict XVI. 
The Holy See's official response to the so-called Third Secret of Fatima released in 2000* was signed by Card. Ratzinger and Archbishop Bertone. It included a 40-page theological commentary by Ratzinger in which he did all he could to officially close the Fatima message. 

A blatant contradiction 
What did he say there? First, he warned the “third secret” was anticlimactic, saying “no great mystery is revealed, nor is the future unveiled.” (4) 
With this statement, he contradicted Pius XII and many high-ranking Prelates – among them Cardinals Ottaviani, Oddi, Ciappi, and Biffi – who read the secret and affirmed it revealed a “great apostasy” in the Church and other catastrophic events. (5) 
He also contradicted his own words in a 1984 interview where he stated the secret concerned “the dangers threatening the faith and life of the Christian and therefore the world, and also the importance of the last times.” 
So, to bury Fatima, Card. Ratzinger contradicted many persons, including himself. 

Lively imagination of children?
Second, he planted doubt about Lucy’s accounts of the angels and vision of Hell. He suggested they were “images which Lucy may have seen in devotional books and which draw their inspiration from long-standing intuitions of faith.” He questioned whether these accounts might only be “projections of the inner world of children?” (6) 
So, Card. Ratzinger cast doubt on the veracity of the entire Fatima message. This recourse of presenting the apparition as a figment of a child’s imagination is, in my view, a very dishonest progressivist trick. Indeed, the Miracle of the Sun - witnessed by thousands of people - confirmed that the children’s account was true and not imaginary. 

No Reign of Mary... 
Third, in his declarations on Fatima Card. Ratzinger tried to deny that Our Lady was speaking of a future triumph with her prophetic words, “In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph.” What did these words mean for him? Nothing. He deviated the theme away from a future triumph: “The fiat of Mary, the word of her heart, has changed the history of the world, because it brought the Savior into the world.” (7) 
With this, he effectively set aside the devotion to the Immaculate Heart, ignored the call for the consecration of Russia, pretended the errors of the Schismatic Church and Communism do not exist, and closed his eyes to a restoration of Christian Civilization, the Reign of Christ through Mary on earth predicted before Fatima by St. Louis de Montfort and other Saints. 
Instead of working for the Reign of Mary, Pope Ratzinger continues on John Paul II’s program to implant the kingdom of man envisioned by Vatican II, following the program of the UN. 

Following the same agenda

At the end of his report, Card. Ratzinger officially consigned Fatima to the past, a story with no future relevance. As Pope, he has followed this same agenda. 

The few mentions he has made of Our Lady of Fatima can be counted on the hand. In 2005, he told “believers” to turn “with confidence to Mary,” reminding them that May 13 was the feast of the Virgin of Fatima. (8) In 2006 he summarized the message as “an intense call to prayer and conversion.” (9) In 2007, he refused the invitation to go to Fatima for the 90th anniversary celebration, and simply asked people to pray the Rosary for peace at the October 7 Angelus. (10) This year, he said nothing. 
It is as if the greatest event of the 20th century – Our Lady coming to earth to warn mankind of a terrible punishment and of her triumph – would be no more than a children's tale. 
A great act of oblivion, my dear Jan, this is the “homage” Pope Ratzinger offered to Our Lady of Fatima this October 13. It brings to my mind the words of Card. Ciappi about the secret: “A great apostasy that will begin at the top” … 

Footnotes
1. On December 10, 1925, Our Lady and the Child Jesus appeared to Sister Lucia at Pontevedra, Spain to ask for the First Saturday Devotion: On the first Saturday of five consecutive months, the faithful should confess, receive Holy Communion, recite five decades of the Rosary and meditate for 15 minutes on the mysteries of the Rosary with the intention of making reparation for sins committed against Her Immaculate Heart.
2. “Cardinal Bertone Closes Bible Marathon” Zenit, October 12, 2008
3. “Pontiff Calls for Peace in India, Iraq, Congo” Zenit, October 12, 2008
4. Theological Commentary to the third part of the Secret of Fatima, in The Message of Fatima, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Vatican website.
5. Interview with well-known Italian journalist Vittorio Messori in Jesus magazine, in Mark Fellows, Fatima in wilight, (Marmion Publications, 2003), pp. 230-231.
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.
8. “Pope Points Faithful toward Virgin of Fatima,” Zenit, May 11, 2005.
8. “Benedict XVI echoes the Fatima Message,” Zenit, May 11
10. “No papal attendance at 90th anniversary of Fatima apparitions,” Catholic News Service, January 11, 2207; “Pray Rosary for Peace, Benedict XVI Urges,” Zenit, Oct. 7, 2007.

Forebodings about the death of Sister Lucy
http://www.traditioninaction.org/HotTopics/g10htSisterLucy_Horvat.htm 

By Dr. Marian T. Horvat Ph. D., February 26, 2005

The first thing that struck me when I heard that Sister Lucy had died at age 97 on February 13 was: “How sudden and unexpected this news is! It must have been a heart attack, or some other such unforeseen sudden illness.”
But no, it was not. Coimbra Bishop Albino Cleto told Radio Renascença that “she had been weak for several weeks and had not left her cell.” 
So why was there no mention before of her illness? Surely the Vatican realized that the faithful world over would have stormed Heaven with prayers to Our Lady, asking her to prolong a bit longer the life of Sister Lucy so that she might complete her mission and clarify so many confusions that remain about the Third Secret. Why was no one informed during these “several weeks” of illness? Another foggy item amid the confusion. Was it to avoid the possibility that she might break her silence and speak out about the things that she should? I think it is licit to ask the question. 
Regarding the actions of Sister Lucy in the last decade, in which she apparently agreed with the Conciliar Church and its interpretations of the Third Secret, I always had in the back of my mind those words of Jacinta to Lucy: “When the time comes, speak, do not hide yourself…”

Our Lady appeared to Jacinta many times before her death, and the girl’s warning to her cousin indicates a prophetic understanding of a forced silence to come for Sister Lucia. It also indicates that the secret was so important that even this small child realized that there would be forces inside the Church that would try to prevent it being revealed. Again, it seems to indicate that Our Lady wanted to warn Lucia to be vigilant and react against strong pressure for her to remain silent about the crisis in the Church. 
In fact, since 1970, Sister Lucy had been silenced, forbidden to speak to anyone about the Fatima message without prior authorization of the Vatican. Further, no one outside of her close family was allowed access to Sister Lucy unless they had approval from ecclesiastical authorities. Those passes were very, very difficult to get. 
But even being in this virtual prison, so long as Sister Lucy lived, there was still the chance that she would speak. There was the prospect, albeit slim, that in some mysterious way afforded by Providence, a person might slip through the iron curtain separating her from the public and speak to her. Once, some dozen years ago, I had hoped to have a conversation with her. I had a contact who was godfather of one member of Sister Lucy’s family, which gave him access to her. He gave me the idea that he could possibly arrange a meeting where I could be present. I waited in vain. The meeting never materialized. 
Later, I learned that my contact was giving distorted information about the Church in Russia to Sister Lucy, assuring her that the Schismatics were converting and the country was experiencing a veritable springtime of faith, with the people showing a great interest in the Fatima message. In effect, if Sister Lucy relied on his reports, she could assume the message had been fulfilled, Communism was defeated, Russia was converting, which is far from the truth [click here]. 
I wondered then how much more false and distorted information Sister Lucy was receiving from other such watchdogs. 
Still, the hope always flickered that someone, somehow, would find a way to reach her, to explain the calamitous situation in the Church beyond her small world in the Carmel of Coimbra. The news of the sudden death of Lucia dos Santos, her mission still incomplete to all appearances, took the wind out of that hope and left me, like many Catholics, mystified and with a sense of dire foreboding. 

The attempt to bury the message with Sister Lucy 
Soon after the death of Sister Lucy, news reports began to trumpet that the Fatima chapter was closed, with nothing new that could be said or added. “Sister Lucy has told all details of Fatima,” the President of the Scientific Commission of the Fatima Congress told Portuguese news agency Ecclesia (Zenit, Feb. 20). The message had been legitimately “interpreted and translated by the Church” and “there would be no more great novelties since the last witness has died,” he concluded. 
To insure nothing new would emerge, Sister’s Lucy’s cell was ordered sealed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. “Whatever is enclosed there will be passed through the sieve of trusted theologians and monsignors sent, one supposes, by the same Cardinal Ratzinger,” reported Vittorio Messori, a well-known Italian journalist in the Corriere della Sera. And what is enclosed there? Apparently quite a bit - her diary, drafts of letters to the Pope, her mystical intuitions, perhaps some advice Our Lady gave her to do this or that. I can’t help but suspect that if we were to know the full contents of this legacy, it could very well re-open the Fatima chapter the Vatican is trying so hard to close. 
What was the message and third secret of Fatima? 
Our Lady left Lucia, the eldest of the seers, on earth to establish devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and as trustee of the third secret. 
The first part of the message was the vision of Hell, where, Our Lady told the children, many souls were falling. 
The second was Our Lady’s warning that there would be another war. If man did not convert, Russia would spread its errors of Communism throughout the world and the world would suffer a great chastisement. 
The third part, generally referred to as the third secret, was to be revealed to the world in 1960, Sister Lucy said, when its meaning would be more clear. John XXIII opened the sealed message, read it, and refused to reveal it. Acting in direct contradiction to the command of the Mother of God, he said, “This matter is not for our times.” Naturally, faithful Catholics perturbed over the drastic changes in doctrine and tradition set in motion by Vatican Council II thought the message would be about this crisis. Their suspicions were confirmed by high-ranking Prelates who did read the third secret and affirmed that it revealed both a crisis in the Church of great proportions and other catastrophic events.

Then, in 2000, the secret was supposedly released in full, along with an “official interpretation” by Cardinal Ratzinger and Archbishop Tarcisio Bertone. What was the secret? It was a confused text about a man in white walking up a hill among crosses who was shot and killed, being “officially” interpreted by Ratzinger and Bertone to symbolize the failed attempt on the life of John Paul II in 1981. 
With this, Ratzinger and Bertone tried to declare Fatima and its third secret a “past event.” They imagined they could close the door on the topic. We see the same thing being insisted upon now with the death of Sister Lucy. They do protest too much, methinks, to paraphrase a line from the Bard of Avon. Such insistence reveals fear. Which implies there is still something to fear. Therefore, it appears that something remains. 
Certainly, questions remain in the minds of the faithful. Why did the contents of Ratzinger's “secret” contradict what Our Lady had already foretold in the previous parts – a great chastisement where many nations would be annihilated? It also conflicted with the serious statements made by reliable sources who had read the third secret and told us it referred to a great apostasy in the Church, beginning with its head. Did Sister Lucy - if she really was Sister Lucy - truly sustain that this was the whole secret and that the interpretation was sound, as the Vatican sources claimed she did? That the Fatima chapter was closed, and what remained was the simple call to penance and prayer? Many, myself included, doubted this could be so. 

Forebodings of a chastisement 
We still have means, however, to find a little orientation. The Fatima message has a clear-cut conditional character - set out by Our Lady herself. We do not need to rely solely on the revelation of the last secret or any “official” interpretation to understand the present-day reality. We can be told a thousand times that Fatima is over, that the consecration was made, that Russia converted, that there is no crisis in the Church, that there will be no chastisement. Saying a foolish thing a thousand times does not make it less foolish. 
But in the prophecies of Our Lady, there are a series of “if-then's” that permit us to know certain things. 
If the consecration of Russia is made, she said, then Russia will convert and we will see a time of peace granted to the world. Russia has not converted, and even the most simple-minded person can see that we are not in a time of peace. The world is convulsed by wars and acts of terrorism, and threatened by nuclear and biological weapons. 
If man does not convert and stop offending Our Lord with sins of blasphemy and impurity, then there will be a chastisement of such proportions that nations will disappear from the face of the earth. It is clear mankind has not converted, and the open affronts to Our Lord are more blatant and cruel. In daily news reports, we can read about the escalating moral crisis, with civil and ecclesiastical authorities showing astonishing tolerance for the sins of homosexuality, abortion, sexual education, and so on.

Therefore, the causes for a universal chastisement pointed out by Our Lady remain. With the death of Sister Lucy, Our Lady will not be able to forestall the chastisement as we had hoped. 
Is the prophecy of Fatima fulfilled or is this just one more lie of the Conciliar Church? If the latter is the case, will Our Lady take her revenge against such an abuse of authority? 
Perhaps by allowing the death of Sister Lucy, Our Lady wants to signify that the world is no longer worthy of warnings, and the disappearance of nations she spoke of will occur without further warning. In this case, we should look for what could be the start of the chastisement, as happened at the time of the Great Deluge. 
When one sees the devastation a tsunami in the Indian Ocean wreaked in a matter of minutes on the day after Christmas, one can only ask if this is not a natural warning that the chastisement is beginning. 
For those who think this an exaggerated hypothesis, I recommend they read a report by Russian scientists who, curiously enough, predict something quite similar from a different perspective. They concluded the past tsunami is not a freak incident, but the precursor of many others to be accompanied by a general irruption of volcanoes that could result in a polar inversion and generate another geological era [click here]. 
He who lives will see if it is true.

In this series of collated articles (see the entire list at the end of the present file) on the Fatima Apparitions, and the Messages and the Warnings given by the Blessed Virgin Mary to (Francisco, Jacinta and) Sister Lucia, I have used sources of all kinds: the Church’s official statements, the writings of ordinary Catholics who own web sites and blogs, conservatives, Fatima cults like the one founded by the banned priest Fr. Nicholas Gruner, Traditionalists… and even Sedevacantists. 

But nowhere have I so far included the perspective of the liberals in the Church. So here’s a take on their take on the whole Fatima issue written by a reliable Traditionalist: 
The Progressivist Challenge to Fatima
http://www.traditioninaction.org/HotTopics/a014htFatimaShrine.htm (All emphases theirs)  

By Atila Sinke Guimarães, November 18, 2003

It seems that we are witnessing a momentous challenge to Our Lady. The progressivist current, which is dominating the Catholic Church from the top, is trying to completely dishonor and discredit the message of Our Lady in Fatima. 
Let me point out three major steps of this attempt. 

1. Finishing with the idea of the conversion of Russia
The insistence of John Paul II and the present day Vatican in stressing that Russia does not need to convert is notorious. This claim has been made per viam facti, by way of the facts, rather than by spoken or written words. One meaningful initiative demonstrating this is the decision of JPII to deliver the icon of Our Lady of Kazan to the schismatic Russian Patriarch Alexis II.(1) Notwithstanding, in Fatima Our Lady said that Russia needed a conversion, and asked specifically for a consecration, prayers and penance for that. 
Actually, Russia did not convert at all. Two main reasons support the fact: 
First, despite the optimistic propaganda proclaiming its demise, Communism did not die. It remains in power in Russia and in several other countries of the old Iron Curtain. It is stronger than ever in China, North Korea, and Vietnam. It continues to dominate Cuba, recently took over Brazil, and is striving to install its regime in other South American countries. Therefore, the fantasy that Communism died is just a fabrication to anesthetize the reaction of the not-so-clever Western bourgeois and the not-so-sincere Catholic conservative. 
Second, from 1917 until today, the schismatic Russian Church has not changed any of its erroneous doctrines on the Holy Trinity, Papal Infallibility, and the Immaculate Conception of Mary. It also sustains the same spirit of arrogance toward Rome than it has held for the last 1,000 years. 
Therefore, Russia did not convert in either the temporal or the religious sphere, and the warning Our Lady gave at Fatima about the errors of this country continues to be as timely today as it was in 1917. 
In my opinion, for John Paul II and the progressivist current to insist on the opposite, that is, in acting as if Russia does not need to convert, is to directly challenge the judgment of Our Lady. 

2. Putting aside the Third Secret 
The third part of the Fatima message that was supposed to be kept secret until 1960 came to be known as the Third Secret. When the time arrived – 1960 – Pope John XXIII did not reveal it. Why? He had his reasons… 
Some of the Cardinals and theologians who had read the text revealed that it forewarned of a “revolution” coming from the upper echelons of the Church Hierarchy. This revolution would obliterate the Catholic Faith.

For example, Cardinal Mario Luigi Ciappi wrote: 
“In the Third Secret it is foretold, among other things, that the great apostasy in the Church will begin at the top.” (2)

Cardinal Silvio Oddi wrote on the same subject: 

“According to the most probable interpretation, the Third Secret – which John XXIII did not consider opportune to reveal – is not about the conversion of Russia, still far from occurring, but the ‘revolution’ in the Catholic Church.” (3) 

What was this revolution in the 1960s that would have warranted a warning from Our Lady? Certainly, it was Vatican Council II. This is not just my opinion. Many of the progressvists themselves call the Council a “Copernican revolution.” (4) 
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Cardinal Oddi/Cardinal Congar

In fact it caused a complete change in the Catholic Church and the Catholic Faith. Therefore, it makes full sense that Our Lady would warn the faithful not to accept the errors that would issue from Vatican II. 
Progressivism, however, pays no mind to the message of Fatima. Its thinkers consider Fatima to be nothing more than the product of a primitive collective imagination.

This negative view was clearly expressed by progressivist Cardinal Yves Congar when he wrote about the role of recent prophecies in the Church: 
“Supported by fervor, as well as by fanaticism, and exploiting human hope … the imagination constructed its utopias and created a way to escape fears, hatreds, and political options. From this, stories were born about the anti-Christ, a chastisement and the devastation of Rome, or, in a contrary sense, stories about an angelical Pope, the Holy Land, the end times, etc. Our epoch still resounds with echoes of these ideas. Once again there is talk about the ‘prophecy of Malachy,’ Nostradamus, and the Third Secret of Fatima assembling ‘blue armies’…” (5) 

Fr. Hans Küng also wrote against Fatima. Here, in one of his many texts, he accused Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta, as well as Catholics who believe in Fatima, of being Montanists and Joaquinists – two different heresies of the past about the end times: 

“As in Montanism, some post-Trent seers became known for their apocalyptical ideas (prophecies of an approaching end times, a great war, a terrible catastrophe or the conversion of Russia). Their devotees were at the same time terrified and fascinated – and this is one of the reasons for their astonishing success. As in Montanism, the post-Trent seers also presented rigorous moral demands: condemnation of the world and a call for extraordinary acts of mortification to avoid chastisements …. 
“As in Joaquinism, ones finds a mystical interpretation of numbers and related calculations: e.g. important events have taken place on the 13th day of the month …. As in Joaquinism, it has been considered necessary to make new associations to spread ideas according to which some particular form of piety (an image, devotion or a medal) is considered as important as the Word of God witnessed in Scriptures.” (6) 

It seems that this skeptical and scornful progressivist view of Fatima was shared by John XXIII. It would explain why he avoided revealing the message of Our Lady in 1960, and pushed forward the plan for a Council. In any case, the fact is that John XXIII put aside the Third Secret. This was equivalent to saying: “I don’t care about such a prophecy. Instead, I will make the Council it wants to avert.” Indisputably, a bold challenge to Our Lady.

Such audacity on the part of John XXIII was followed in 2000 by the joint imitative of Cardinal Angelo Sodano and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who tried to definitely silence any remaining expectations about the Third Secret, as well as the traditional interpretations of the already known parts of the message. No more apostasy of the Catholic Faith coming from the top; no more “revolution” in the Church; no more conversion of Russia; no more chastisement coming from Heaven; no more disappearance of many nations; no more reign of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. All these predictions were sentenced to silence and death. 
An incomplete new text with vague and enigmatic symbols was released and imposed by Sodano and Ratzinger as a final and definitive “revelation.” Again, another audacious step in the progressivist challenge to Our Lady, and an attempt to destroy the warning she came to give to the Catholic faithful to avoid the present day religious crisis. 

3. Destroying Fatima as symbol of the Catholic Faith 
Another important step in the progressivist challenge to Our Lady was taken last October. The progressivist Hierarchy revealed that it is planning to transform Fatima into an ecumenical centre to worship the “gods” of all the false religions of the world.

The plan to transform Fatima in an interfaith shrine was announced at the October 10-12 conference sponsored jointly by the Vatican and the United Nations in Portugal (Frontpage Online – Portugal’s Weekend Newspaper, November 1, 2003). The news report made this summary of the event: 
“Delegates attending the Vatican and United Nations inspired annual interfaith congress ‘The Future of God,’ held during October in Fatima, heard how the Shrine is to be developed into a centre where all the religions of the world will gather to pay homage to their various gods. The congress was held in the Paul VI Pastoral Centre and presided over by the Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon, José da Cruz Policarpo.” 
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The Shrine’s rector, Msgr. Luciano Guerra, set out the ecumenical future for Fatima: 

“The future of Fatima, or the adoration of God and His mother at this Shrine, must pass through the creation of a shrine where different religions can mingle. The inter-religious dialogue in Portugal, and in the Catholic Church, is still in an embryonic phase, but the Shrine of Fatima is not indifferent to this fact and is already open to being a universalistic place of vocation.” 

Jesuit theologian Fr. George Dupuis, a principal speaker at the event, also emphasized this theme. He stated: 

“The religion of the future will be a general converging of religions in a universal Christ that will satisfy all (ibid).” 

The official statement released by the congress called for a non-proselytizing approach by all religions. It asserted: 

“No one religion can irradiate another … or strengthen itself by downplaying others. An open dialogue is the way to building bridges and tearing down walls of centuries of hate. What is needed is that each religion be true to its faith integrally and treat each religion on the same footing of equality with no inferior or superiority complexes (ibid).” 

One should note that high Church dignitaries were present at the conference. It was opened by the Bishop of Leiria and Fatima Serafim Ferreira e Silva and was closed by the Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon José Policarpo. The Vatican was represented by Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald, Prefect of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue. The three Prelates all spoke at the congress and endorsed the transformation of Fatima into a pan-religious centre. That is to say, it would be impossible to have a more official and solemn affirmation that this plan comes from the top of the Conciliar Church. 
Here it behooves me to recall that several of the Prelates and theologians who had read the Third Secret stressed that it spoke about an enormous crisis in the Catholic Faith. In this context Our Lady would have assured the three children that Portugal would maintain the Catholic Faith. In Sister Lucy’s memoir of the apparitions, she ends the recount of the Second Secret with these words: “In Portugal the dogma of the Faith will always be preserved.” The “dogma of the Faith” Our Lady spoke of obviously supposes that only the Catholic Faith is the true faith. 
Now then, by transforming Fatima into a sort of Pantheon where all the false gods would be worshiped along with the one true God, one can only surmise that the present day Vatican decided to subvert this prediction of Our Lady also. To clump together all the false religions to worship at Fatima seems an irony, a parody of the real Fatima. It is what the present day Vatican wants to impose on Catholic Portugal. 
When one studies the History of the Chosen People in the Old Testament, it is clear that their major vice was to follow the bad customs of others peoples and their capital sin was to worship the false gods of those peoples. Many times God manifested His wrath over these offenses, and many times He chastised the Chosen People for them. We should take heed. For what the Hebrew people did then was less than what is being planned today. Yes, it was less, because they did not go so far as to build a temple to adore the false gods. Yet that is what the progressivists plan to do in Fatima. 
Therefore, the stated aim of building a temple in Fatima that will be a centre to worship all the false gods is a sin similar to but much graver than the one committed by the Chosen People. It is also an enormous injury and provocation to Our Lady. 
Once again, as in the other two initiatives, we see the same intent to challenge Our Lady. The three steps form in crescendo a colossal challenge made by Progressivism against Our Lady. 

Conclusion 
What will be the consequence of this provocation? It is no small matter to provoke and challenge Our Lady. Scriptures says that the blessing of a father firmly establishes the house of his children, but the curse of a mother uproots its very foundations (Eccles. 3:11). It is a patent counsel to avoid incurring the wrath of a mother. Progressivism is now deliberately provoking the wrath of Our Lady. It should be more cautious lest it find its foundations completely uprooted. It is my opinion and my prayer that a consummate chastisement would be forthcoming soon in response to this latest provocation. 
I don’t know what else is necessary for conservatives and traditionalists to open their eyes and see just how evil these persons are at the top of Holy Mother Church. 

Footnotes
1. Check Dr. Marian Horvat’s article on the topic, “Handing over the Symbolic Icon of Our Lady of Kazan”.
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3. Silvio Oddi, Il Tenero mastino di Dio, (Rome: Progetti Museali Editore, 1995), p. 217.
4. Atila S. Guimarães, Animus Delendi I, (Los Angeles: TIA, 2000), Chap IV, §§ 2-4; Animus Delendi II, (Los Angeles, TIA, 2002), Part I, Chap. I, note 2.
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Lucy’s Last Words
http://www.unitypublishing.com/Newsletter/Lucia'sLastWords.htm (All emphases theirs) 
By Richard Salbato, October 30, 2008

Sister Lucy of Fatima died on February 13, 2005 at 97 years of age. Doctor Branca, a gifted doctor and painter, was at her bedside taking her pulse, and felt her last heartbeat. Lucia did not die of any sickness other than a flu that was going around all of Portugal, and most of the nuns in Coimbra had it. Lucia just died of old age and the flu was more than the old body could take. 
I went to the funeral at the Basilica (flying in from Brazil) and then the following Saturday I was invited to a farewell Mass for Lucia, where I talked with the nuns and Doctor Branca. At the Mass they passed out for the first time, the last words of Lucia, I assume recorded by the Doctor or Mother Superior at her bedside. The cards were made quickly just for this farewell Mass, but in the future they will be a mainstay of gifts to anyone visiting the convent. I knew what the words were in Portuguese, but just to be sure I had a nun translate them into English for me. My translation was the same and it was evident something very supernatural happened at her death. I asked some questions and the best I can write (waiting an official report) is this.

 

Lucia was not going to last long, according to her doctor, as her will to live was gone, and her breathing difficult, so doctor Branca could do nothing except wait for the end. Then suddenly Lucia moved her head from the right to the left and back again as if wanting to see all in front of her. She was seeing something and more than one thing.

"For the Holy Father! ... Our Lady, Our Lady,
Holy Angels, Heart of Jesus, Heart of Jesus!
We are going, we are going.
"Where?" asked Mother Celina

"To Heaven..."
"With whom?" asked Mother Celina

With Our Lord ... Our Lady ... and the little Shepherds."
And she breathed her last.  
 

It is evident that Lucia was seeing Our Lady, Jesus, Angels, and Jacinta and Francisco, who had come to take her to Heaven, and finally in audible words she said, let "US" go, and not let me go, for she knew they would go up to Heaven together, as they had come down to take her with them. Jacinta and Francisco had felt sorry for Lucia when they learned that Lucia would not go to Heaven with them right away, but promised to pray for her from Heaven. Lucia complained that she would be alone without her two little shepherds with her, but Our Lady promised to be with her always to comfort her. Now her two little friends had come with the Heavenly Host to get her and take her with them to Heaven. Amen.
Earlier Sister Lucia had said, and I wrote, that the story of Fatima is only half done, and so if we think of a 1000 page book on Fatima, this is only page 500 that has turned, and the rest should be very exciting to say the least. Today the Holy Father is back again in the hospital with a hole in his neck to breathe. How long he lasts is anyone's guess. But for the Portuguese people, they have said for years that the world is held up with two hands, the Holy Father's and Lucia's. When they are both gone, heaven help us. This is the feeling of the Portuguese, and it may be a self-fulfilling prophesy. Seven days after Lucia's death an ultra-socialist, pro-homosexual, pro-abortion Prime Minister was elected with only 35% of the people even bothering to vote because there were no candidates anyone liked. I see huge problems for Portugal in the near future, but in the end it will be better off, because "Portugal will not lose the faith".

Lucia's Mother Superior, Maria Celina of Jesus Crucified
"Sister Lucia was the jewel of the Carmelite convent of Coimbra, but within its walls she lived exactly like the other women religious. Age had made her very frail and the doctor advised her not to catch cold, so she heard Mass from her cell and we took her Communion. In these last days, especially since June 15, one of us was always with her, 24 hours a day. She became much more intimate, from this point of view, something that occurs with all sisters who are dying, because -- none has yet died suddenly -- when they are in need of our help, there is a greater bond.  Since November 21, when her health conditions worsened, she became more dependent on us.  Not even the "burden" of the Fatima secret, which the visionary kept for decades, affected her humility."
The prioress, who lived in the same convent with Sister Lucia for 28 years, also recalled the "normality" of her conversations, adding that the other nuns "did not ask questions." The visionary's lack of prominence was such that when Sister Maria Celina arrived at the Carmel convent, she went "eight days without knowing that it was Lucia of Fatima."  With the passing of the years a close bond was established between them, so much so that the prioress said she saw Sister Lucia "as a niece."
The death of the witness of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin caused great sadness among the religious of her community, the prioress said.

"She was part of our lives and, as you can well understand, in a Carmelite convent, in a cloistered life, one is in contact 24 hours a day."
Regarding the mission entrusted to the then little shepherdess of Fatima, the prioress said: "It was not Sister Lucia who wanted to give that message; she was entrusted with giving it to others." Speaking about the future without the visionary's presence, Sister Maria Celina expressed the certainty that "she is with us in another way."  "Passing by her cell, one feels like going in, but she is no longer there," she said. She is "not there at the sensible level understood by our nature, but we know in faith that she is with us." The prioress sees as possible an eventual flowering of vocations to the contemplative life, motivated by the example of the little shepherdess' life. "It might happen. God makes use of everything. It is he who calls.
"It was no accident that my vocation was born when I heard talk about the house where the little shepherdess lived only to pray, and I said: "I also want to be like that."

  

Pope John Paul II on Lucia
John Paul II expressed gratitude for the support he felt he always received from Sister Lucia's prayers, especially in moments of suffering. The Pope expressed this in the message read by his special envoy, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, at the end of the funeral for the Fatima visionary, held Tuesday in the cathedral of Coimbra, Portugal.
The multitude that filled the cathedral and its surroundings responded with prolonged applause to the Holy Father's message.  
Tens of thousands of people had arrived from all over Portugal and from other countries, to bid farewell to Sister Lucia and to participate in the funeral for the Carmelite nun. Most of the faithful had to follow the ceremony from the square and adjacent streets. Waving white handkerchiefs, they bid Sister Maria Lucia of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart farewell as her coffin passed by from the church to her burial in the Carmelite convent where she lived for 57 years and where she died. In one year, her remains will be taken to the shrine of Fatima. The funeral was presided over by Cardinal Bertone, archbishop of Genoa, who on several occasions had met with Sister Lucia, the last time in 2003, when the Carmelite gave him her walking stick so that he could give it to John Paul II.  The Pope entrusted to Cardinal Bertone a message, addressed to Bishop Albino Cleto of Coimbra, in which he expressed his "profound emotion" over Sister Lucia's death and expressed his "last farewell to this humble and devout Carmelite."
"The visit of the Virgin Mary, which little Lucia received in Fatima together with her cousins Francisco and Jacinta in 1917, was for her the beginning of a singular mission to which she remained faithful until the end of her days. Sister Lucia leaves us an example of great fidelity to the Lord and of joyful adherence to his divine will. I remember with emotion the various meetings I had with her and the bonds of spiritual friendship that, with the passing of time, were intensified.  I have always felt supported by the daily gift of her prayer, especially in the harsh moments of trial and suffering. May the Lord reward her amply for the great and hidden service she has done to the Church," the Pope added.
John Paul II met with the Carmelite nun on three occasions: on May 13, 1982, and in 1991 and 2000, the Vatican Information Service recalled. The first meeting took place exactly one year after the 1981 assassination attempt against the Pope in St. Peter's Square. On that occasion in 1982, the Holy Father went to Fatima to thank the Blessed Virgin for saving his life. He desired that one of the bullets used in the attack be set in the crown of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima, as a sign of gratitude.

The second meeting, in 1991, took place on the 10th anniversary of the attack. The last time that the Holy Father and Sister Lucia met personally was on May 13, 2000. That day, the Pope beatified the two other visionaries, the little shepherds Jacinta and Francisco, and Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Vatican secretary of state, read the text relative to the third secret of Fatima.
On the eve of Sister Lucia's death, the Pope had sent a fax to her in which he expressed his closeness and assured her of his prayers so that she would be able "to live this moment of pain, suffering and offering with the spirit of Easter, of the passing." 

 

Farewell Lucia
There was a guard of honor around the coffin: 35 bishops from Portugal, the 17 nuns of Sister Lucia's community, her family members, and the Portuguese people. There were political representatives who, as a sign of mourning, suspended their electoral campaign. The faithful waited in long queues from the early hours of Tuesday morning to bid Sister Lucia farewell.  For them, she was "the person who was touched by an extraordinary experience, but who was able to incarnate it in ordinary life," as Cardinal José da Cruz Policarpo, patriarch of Lisbon, said in his brief homily.
"Sister Lucia's life will be examined," said Cardinal Bertone, "Of course it will not be as easy as it was for Jacinta and Francisco, because Sister Lucia has written much," he said. "Some texts are not yet known. But I am sure that soon she will join her two little cousins who are already raised to the honor of the altar."
A nephew of the nun, Salesian Father José dos Santos Valinho, said his aunt "prayed until the last moment for the Pope and his health," and "when John Paul II sent her a fax message of gratitude" for her prayers, during his recent hospitalization, she wished to hold those sheets of paper. Even though she was almost blind she said to her sisters in the community: "'Let me read, it's the Pope who is writing me,'" recalled her nephew. The priest was invited by the Carmelites of Coimbra to preside in the convent at the first Mass for the repose of his aunt's soul.
"When the prioress of the convent would give [Sister Lucia] a message, a communication from the Pope, for her it was always a great emotional moment. What was most impressive was the arrival of the last message," he added. "In those dying moments it was as if all of a sudden she recovered her lost strength and her little eyes were illuminated

 

The Next Step to Sainthood
The bishop of Leiria-Fatima announced the conclusion of the diocesan process for the canonization of the shepherds Jacinta and Francisco Marto, who saw the apparitions of Our Lady in 1917. Jacinta and Francisco were beatified May 13, 2000, the day of the anniversary of the Fatima apparitions.
"I can affirm that on February 19 the so-called 'positio' was handed in for the canonization of Jacinta and Francisco Marto," said Bishop Serafim Ferreira e Silva announced Sunday during a liturgical celebration of Blessed Jacinta and Francisco, in the Fatima Shrine, according to the agency Ecclesia.
At the end of the celebration, Bishop Ferreira e Silva explained that the closing of the "positio" means "that the documentary process is complete, translated into Italian, definitively closed and handed to His Eminence the cardinal prefect of the Congregation for Sainthood Causes. "From now on, it will be subjected to the judgment of cardinals and doctors. The final judgment is the Pope's decision." 

 

No Secrets - All Will Be Revealed
I hate to have a bad note on such a beautiful newsletter about Lucia's last word, and the words of those who loved her, but the same old garbage is contaminating the beauty of Fatima by (guess who) the Gruner crowd.  No! Lucia's cell is not being sealed by the Vatican. Lucia may well have had more apparitions in that cell, and she may have some profound additional words from Heaven that have not yet been revealed, but no one is preventing them from being revealed. Most likely no nun will ever occupy the cell of Lucia ever. But you can bet and I know that the nuns look in every day, and maybe sometimes sit in the chair next to her empty bed the way they did in the past to give her a prayer request or just to chat or pray together when she could not come out for prayers or Mass. Her diary? It is no longer in her cell, but in the hands of Father Condor, the Postulate for the Canonization and copied to Rome. There is still in the cell her typewriter that she learned how to use after her arthritis became too bad to write in long hand. Instead of coming up with all these stupid secret archives in the Vatican conspiracy theories, let us promote the love Lucia had for the Church, the Holy Father, and even for those poor souls that contaminate the message of Fatima, like (Fr. Nicholas, article on page 4) Gruner. 

Sister Lucia of Fatima Takes Step toward Beatification
The first major step in the canonization cause of Sr. Lucia, the Fatima seer who spoke with Our Blessed Mother, was completed this week.

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/joseph-pronechen/sister-lucia-of-fatima-takes-step-toward-beatification 
By Joseph Pronechen, February 14, 2007

Just in time for the 100th Anniversary of Fatima, the diocesan phase of the canonization process for Sister Lucia, one of the three seers who saw and conversed with Our Lady of the Rosary at Fatima, came to an official close on Feb. 13.

The announcement came from the Shrine at Fatima in Portugal and the Diocese of Coimbra where her cause began on April 30, 2008.

The date also marked the 11th anniversary of Sister Lucia’s death. The first part of her canonization cause began in 2008, just three years after she died, thanks to the dispensation granted by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. (The Church normally requires a five-year waiting period before a cause can be opened.)

It was the same privilege given to the Pope of Fatima — St. John Paul II. Benedict waived the normal five-year waiting period for him also.

In the shrine’s official statement about this major step, Father Carlos Cabecinhas, the rector, said he had “great joy” with the news.

The closing of this step of the Diocesan Inquiry of the “Process for the Beatification and Canonization of the Servant of God Lucia de Jesus’ came about during the Feb. 13 session in the Carmel de Santa Teresa, in Coimbra. The official closing included a Mass of Thanksgiving and then after it a concert with the Lisbon Cantata Symphonic Choir and the Children’s Choir of the Coimbra Regional Conservatory.

It was like a “homecoming” for Servant of God Lucia Santos, whose full religious name is Sister Maria Lucia of Jesus and of the Immaculate Heart. She lived for 57 years as a Carmelite. She had entered the order after first living many years as a Dorothean Sister.

Major Process Done

Now that the diocesan phase has officially closed, the documents are being transferred for examination to the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints in Rome.

“I am, therefore, very happy with the conclusion of this stage,” said Sister Angela Coelho who is the vice-postulator for Sister Lucia’s cause.

It took from 2008 when her cause opened until now to complete the necessary work because of the volumes of material that had to be examined.

For one, there were the testimonies that had to be gathered from 60 witnesses concerning the holiness and heroic virtues of Sister Lucia. For another, all of her writings had to be gathered and examined.

“Each page that Sister Lucia wrote had to be meticulously analyzed and we are talking of a universe of 10,000 letters that we managed to gather and of a diary with 2,000 pages, in addition to other more personal texts,” explained Sister Angela Coelho who had already been familiar with the seer.

She explained that Sister Lucia’s process took long because she was “a woman who lived almost 98 years, who corresponded with popes, since Pius XII to John Paul II, with cardinals” plus a great many others.

The diocesan phase required about 30 people working fulltime. They included eight people on the historical commission and 18 theologians.

Sister Angela also remains the postulator for the cause of canonization of Blessed Francisco and Jacinta Marto, Lucia’s cousins who were the other two seers of Fatima. They were beatified by St. John Paul II on a Fatima anniversary, May 13, 2000. Sister Lucia was present in Fatima for the joyous occasion of their beatification.

In fact, she is now buried with her cousins and fellow seers in the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary in the Shrine of Fatima.

 

Next Immediate Steps

With the diocesan stage of the process of Sister Lucia’s canonization cause now finished, from the voluminous material a positio — the official position document — will be written and delivered to the Vatican congregation for the Causes for Canonization. The positio is usually very long since it’s a compilation of the studies and reports the commissions arrived at.

The less formal needs and steps are also very important.

The Fatima Shrine’s rector Father Cabecin has made clear what is now necessary.

“The challenge that I leave for everyone is that you all pray for the process to reach its end as fast as possible,” he said. “We are all aware of the importance of Sister Lucia, the seer that lived more years; her fame of holiness and what is expected is that we may support with our prayer a complex process but which we are certain that it will get good reception.”

Pope Speeds up Opening of Beatification Process of Sister Lucia
http://www.dici.org/en/news/pope-speeds-up-opening-of-beatification-process-of-sister-lucia/ TRADITIONALIST
Pope Benedict XVI has decided to speed up the opening of the cause of beatification and canonization of Sr. Lucia dos Santos (1907-2005), one of the three witnesses of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin in Fatima (Portugal) in 1917.

In a communiqué released on February 13, 2008, late in the afternoon, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints announced that the pope had chosen to dispense with the mandatory five-year delay usually required after the death of a servant of God before the opening of his (her) cause. The Portuguese seer had died on February 13, 2005, at the age of 97.

Three years, day for day, after the death of Sister Lucia, Cardinal José Saraiva Martins celebrated Mass in Coimbra (Portugal) where she lived from 1948 until 2005. At the end of the Mass, the Portuguese cardinal announced that Benedict XVI had decided “to dispense with the two years missing before the opening of the cause of Sister Lucia dos Santos.”

The pope alone has the power to remove the five-year delay before the opening of a cause. This delay was imposed by John Paul II in the Apostolic Constitution Divinus Perfectionis Magister published in 1983. To date, two other cases benefited from such a dispensation: Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) in December 1998 (14 months after her death), and John Paul II in May 2005 (only a month after his death).

Bishop Antonio Augusto dos Santos Marto, of Leira-Fatima, expressed his “joy” on the airwaves of Radio Vatican: “I speak in my own name but also on behalf of the shrine and of the pilgrims,” said the Portuguese bishop. “The news and novelty of the announcement coming from the Vatican concerning the dispensation of the canonical delay to begin the process of beatification of Sister Lucia has been received by us all with joy and gratitude to the Holy Father. It means the acknowledgment of the significance of the sanctity of a witness of the apparitions and message of Fatima, who first lived this holiness to which the very message of Fatima is calling us. For us, it has truly been a joy: we are pleased precisely because the importance of the Fatima message is thus brought into relief.”

As for the spiritual personality of Sister Lucia, the bishop of Coimbra specified: “Sister Lucia was a witness and a living memory of the Fatima message for almost a century: she died 97 years of age. Her main virtue was that she tried to live the message in its simplicity. She was especially a lover of God’s beauty, as we can read in her Memoirs and in the example of her life. She lived with simplicity and at the same time with the joy of someone in love with God. In this respect, she was contagious, because people could feel this, and that is why they came in droves to see her, to hear her whenever it was possible. You could see that when her funeral was celebrated in Coimbra, a multitude of faithful accompanied her. Her holiness, very simple and popular because accessible to all, and the meditations she left us in her books, reveal the transparency of her soul and heart, which tried to communicate with the faithful.”

Concerning the Fatima message, the Portuguese bishop added: “At first sight, what is most striking in the message is that it is not limited only to the personal lives of the seers, but has a universal scope. It refers to the most dramatic and tragic events of the history of the 20th century, to the sufferings of mankind and also of the Church and of the martyrs of the 20th century, as well as to the cause of peace. The heart of the message is conversion in its most theological and also its most global sense. It is a call to bring the adoration of God in His trinitarian mystery of love into the center of the life of the Church and of the world. Next, it is an appeal to the conversion of hearts to this God of love, and to reparation, according to the language of that time (sic). And its meaning is deeply up to date, because it calls the faithful not to be resigned to the triviality and fatality of evil in the world, and hence they are to feel called to make reparation, i.e. to renew their lives and the world, to begin with the renewal of hearts. To me, it is a message of consolation, of mercy, and also of great hope for the Church and the world. (All emphases theirs)
Editor: It is worth noting that in the mouth of the bishop of Fatima, reparation is synonymous with renewal of heart, of life, and of the world, which is a fruit of the reparation made for the offenses done to God by sin. We can obtain the effect only if we clearly understand the cause: reparation for our sins and for the sins committed in the world. If we listen to the bishop, the message of Fatima would no longer be an invitation to prayer and penance (according to the language of the time!), but an incitation to prayer and to the renewal of heart, of life and of the world. Was is then really worth it to show the three little shepherds the reality of hell to which sin leads?
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