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AUGUST 30/SEPTEMBER 1, 2017
Spanish bishop apologizes for honouring Hindu deity Ganesha. Will the Indian bishops* now do so too?
Spanish bishop apologizes for Hindu ritual in Catholic church
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=32498 
August 29, 2017

Bishop Rafael Zorzona Boy of Cadiz y Ceuta has issued an apology to local Catholics for an incident in which a Hindu procession honoring the god Ganesh was welcomed into a Catholic church.

The procession took place in Ceuta, a Spanish territory on the northern coast of Africa near Gibraltar. Local Hindus entered the church of Our Lady of Africa, carrying an elephant-shaped image of Ganesh, and were greeted by the vicar general of the diocese, Father Juan José Mateos Castro.

The bishop remarked that the event was “regrettable,” because although it was proper to show friendship for Hindu neighbors, the decision to allow a Hindu god to be honored in a Catholic church could cause “pain, confusion, or scandal in the Christian community.”

Readers have left 2 comments:

1. While everyone appreciates an apology when they have been offended it seems to me that the principle One offended in this incident is God. Am I wrong minded? What an offense against the One True God! Perhaps it is not in sync with modern thought to think about our loving Lord being offended but I believe it is deeply offensive to God to have a pagan god (devils) honored in His temple.

2. How did poor old Ganesh fare at the local mosque?
La Comunidad Hindú, con "respeto, devoción y fe", ante la Patrona de Ceuta
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajfuu4UKVbo 02:19
August 29, 2017

La festividad de Ganesh ha incluido su paso por el Santuario desde 2009 sin ningún problema hasta este año.
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Bishop apologizes for procession of Hindu deity in a Catholic church
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2017/08/29/bishop-apologizes-procession-hindu-deity-catholic-church/ 

By Ines San Martin, August 29, 2017
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A Hindu procession venerating the Hindu god Ganesh entered a Catholic Church in Spain's Ceuta and Melilla, where they were welcomed by the vicar general. Afterwards, the diocese issued a statement of apology, saying that it was a mistake that shouldn't have been allowed. 

After the Vicar General of a Catholic diocese in a Spanish territory in North Africa welcomed a Hindu religious procession involving the deity Ganesh into the local cathedral, with Catholics singing a Marian hymn while looking at the image, the local bishop has apologized, saying the Church has to be "faithful to our Christian tradition," and the priest has resigned.

A bishop in Spain has issued a public apology after one of his priests allowed the local Hindu community to parade inside his church with an image of Ganesh, a Hindu deity easy to identify because of his elephant head.

The priest who allowed the event to happen subsequently offered his resignation as the Vicar General of the diocese, which was accepted.

On Sunday, the Hindu community of Ceuta and Melilla, two autonomous Spanish communities located on the coast of North Africa, was finishing celebrations for Ganesh, a deity with the body of a child and an elephant head that’s worshiped as the god of protection and good luck.

As part of their route, they entered the Catholic Church of Our Lady of Africa, where they were received by the diocese’s Vicar General Father Juan José Mateos Castro. Here, they sang chants known in Spain’s Andalusian region as “salve rociera.”

On Monday, Bishop Rafael Zorzona Boy labeled the event as a “regrettable one” that shouldn’t have been allowed, and that might have caused “pain, confusion or scandal in the Christian community.”

The bishop also asked for forgiveness to all those who might have been scandalized by it.

In the statement, the diocese says that in no case is the “love of the members of the Hindu community or their beliefs [to be] rebuked,” and they thank the Hindus for their respect.

However, the note says, the cordial relationship Catholics enjoy with Hindus and other religions present in Ceuta, “forces us to be increasingly more faithful to our Christian tradition.”

“We thank them for their respect, and reiterate our satisfaction with the cordial relationship with them and the other religious confessions in Ceuta, which forces us to be increasingly more faithful to our Christian tradition,” the statement said.

The statement also said that the vicar had been “admonished” for allowing these actions and that he’s presented his resignation, which was accepted.

Mateos, the statement said, “acknowledges that it was a mistake to allow the entrance of these images and that he didn’t intend, at any moment, to venerate anything outside of our only and true God, for his intention was only to welcome the sign of respect that the Hindu community wanted to offer towards the Christian community and the Patroness of Ceuta.”

According to the note issued by the diocese, the Hindu community only intended to leave a floral offering outside the Catholic Church, and that they had no plans of doing a joint interreligious event.

A video available on YouTube of the events, shows how the image of the Hindu deity is first venerated at the door of the church, with the community that paraded it around the city’s center singing a salve intended for the Virgin Mary.

The objection, some observed in Spain, wasn’t that the group wanted to stop at the church and pay its respects to Mary, but that the vicar opened the doors for the deity to be carried in a procession towards the altar, where they were openly welcomed by Mateos.

Once there, a group of Catholics sang a Marian hymn dedicated to Our Lady of Africa looking at Ganesh.

One of the members of the Hindu community then grabbed the microphone and said Ceuta is “the only place in the world where two different cultures, two different religions come together to pray to the god Ganesh and of course to our Patroness.”

Afterwards, what looks to be a family went up to the image of the Virgin Mary, and prayed a Hail Mary looking at the Hindu deity.

The entrance of the Hindu deity into the Church of Our Lady of Africa begins around minute 20 at the following video https://youtu.be/GGMsFpHtpk8 42:04. 
All hail, Ganesha! Elephant god worshiped in a Catholic church
Posted on August 30, 2017 by Tom
Part of my daily routine is to sit down for fifteen to twenty minutes and scan the Catholic news wires, mainly for items for the Weekend Roundup, but every once in a while I come across a news item, like the one below, that just can’t wait for the weekend.
The news story reports that the Catholic church of Our Lady of Africa in the Spanish autonomous city of Ceuta in North Africa recently welcomed a procession of Hindu worshipers inside who were carrying a statue of “Lord” Ganesha, “a deity with the body of a child and an elephant head that’s worshiped as the god of protection and good luck.” Once inside, the Hindus and Catholics, led by Vicar General, father Juan José Mateos Castro, joined together in prayers and songs to the statues of Ganesha and Mary.

No group pushes ecumenism and interfaith unity more than Catholicism but parading the elephant god inside the church was evidently going a bit too far for some. Bishop Rafael Zorzona Boy, who has jurisdiction over the church, subsequently apologized for the indiscretion and accepted the resignation of Castro.

The Roman Catholic church proclaimed in its “Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions” (Nostra Aetate), issued in 1965 during the Second Vatican Council, that non-(c)hristian religionists could also merit Heaven if they “followed the light they were given,” and Pope Francis has said even atheists can merit Heaven if they follow their consciences. Many liberal Catholic priests and bishops would have no problem with non-Catholic religionists bringing their idols into a Catholic church for joint “worship and prayer,” but the church as a whole is not quite ready for such a flagrant interreligious event as a joint statue worship. But there have already been many instances of non-Catholic clerics (Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist) leading in prayer to their gods in Catholic facilities.

ALL of this is SO anti-Biblical and idolatrous it should seriously grieve the heart of every Christian believer. I’m not even going to bother commenting on the particulars because it’s all SO outrageously blasphemous. God’s Word is very clear:

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” – Exodus 20:3-6
“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6
Readers’ comments:

-This reminds me of when the Israelites started worshiping idols in the Old Testament. Many times they would mingle the worship of Jehovah with foreign gods. How blind and tragic.
-The One World Religion – are we so blind, as not to see it?
-Bet Pope Francis is loving it.

Bishop apologizes, priest resigns after allowing Hindu procession in Catholic church
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/bishop-apologizes-priest-resigns-after-allowing-hindu-procession-in-catholi
By Claire Chretien, August 30, 2017

A Spanish bishop apologized for an event in his diocese during which a Hindu deity was processed around a Catholic church and the priest who allowed it resigned from his position as Vicar General. 
However, the bishop said Hindu beliefs don't need to be "rebuked" and that wasn't the point of his statement. It's unclear whether the priest, Father Juan José Mateos Castro, will remain in his position at that parish, Our Lady of Africa.

Bishop Rafael Zorzona Boy of the Diocese of Cádiz y Ceuta issued the apology, portions of which Crux translated. 

A video of the procession shows people clapping and taking photos as the statue of Ganesh, the elephant-headed Hindu god, processed through the church past statues of Catholic saints toward the altar. It was even in front of the tabernacle at one point, which houses consecrated hosts that the Catholic Church teaches are the literal body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ.

People inside the church sang a Marian hymn while looking at the Hindu statue. 

Zorzona Boy said the event was "regrettable" and shouldn't have been allowed. He acknowledged that might have caused "pain, confusion or scandal in the Christian community."
Crux reported:

In the statement, the diocese says that in no case is the "love of the members of the Hindu community or their beliefs [to be] rebuked," and they thank the Hindus for their respect.

However, the note says, the cordial relationship Catholics enjoy with Hindus and other religions present in Ceuta, "forces us to be increasingly more faithful to our Christian tradition."

"We thank them for their respect, and reiterate our satisfaction with the cordial relationship with them and the other religious confessions in Ceuta, which forces us to be increasingly more faithful to our Christian tradition," the statement said.

The statement also said that the vicar had been "admonished" for allowing these actions and that he’s presented his resignation, which was accepted.

Mateos [Castro], the statement said, "acknowledges that it was a mistake to allow the entrance of these images and that he didn’t intend, at any moment, to venerate anything outside of our only and true God, for his intention was only to welcome the sign of respect that the Hindu community wanted to offer towards the Christian community and the Patroness of Ceuta."

According to the Code of Canon Law, "only those things which serve the exercise or promotion of worship, piety, or religion are permitted in a sacred place; anything not consonant with the holiness of the place is forbidden" (Can. 1210). 
"All salvation comes from Christ the Head through the Church which is his Body," the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches (CCC 846). "Although in ways known to himself God can lead those who, through no fault of their own, are ignorant of the Gospel, to that faith without which it is impossible to please him, the Church still has the obligation and also the sacred right to evangelize all men," it continues (CCC 848). 
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Father Juan José Mateos Castro embraces a man clothed in Hindu symbols as a statue of Ganesh processes in Our Lady of Africa church.
The Catholic Church teaches that there can be elements of truth in other religions, but they are only true because they line up with what the Church teaches (CCC 843). 
In 1928, Pope Pius XI condemned the "false opinion which considers all religions to be more or less good and praiseworthy" in Mortalium Animos. 
"Not only are those who hold this opinion in error and deceived, but also in distorting the idea of true religion they reject it, and little by little, turn aside to naturalism and atheism, as it is called; from which it clearly follows that one who supports those who hold these theories and attempt to realize them, is altogether abandoning the divinely revealed religion," wrote Pope Pius XI. 

"We declare, we proclaim, we define that it is absolutely necessary for salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff," Pope Boniface VIII wrote in Unam Sanctum. 

"Scandal is an attitude or behavior which leads another to do evil," the Catechism says. "They are guilty of scandal who establish laws or social structures leading to the decline of morals and the corruption of religious practice, or to 'social conditions that, intentionally or not, make Christian conduct and obedience to the Commandments difficult and practically impossible'" (CCC 2284; CCC 2286).  

"I am the Lord your God," says the First Commandment. "You shall have no other gods before me."

5 of 35 readers’ comments:

1. It is particularly despicable putting the beliefs of infidels alongside the Truth as happened in Assisi & other places. Italy could well be paying for that offence against God. I sincerely hope Fr. Castro is not permitted to return there & is silenced from displaying his un-Catholic/Christian views.
2. Thank you for hinting at the scandalous 1986 meeting of religions at Assisi to pray for peace, convoked by John Paul II, an event not all that different from this one. The Pope's comment a couple of months later: "Peace cannot be had without prayer, the prayer of all, each in his own identity and quest for truth." And the bishop of Assisi, Sergio Goretti, on the eve of the meeting, made a statement which reeks of apostasy: "The world, God's true and living church, will have its visible tabernacle there."
SPIRIT OF ASSISI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SPIRIT_OF_ASSISI.doc
3. It’s another gift from the new theology that triumphed at Vatican II. This Bishop's position can be justified on the basis of Vatican II's "openness" to other religions.
4. This honestly reminds me of the story about the "golden calf" in the Old Testament. Moses was on top of Mount Sinai for 40 days, receiving all the commandments of the Lord. And while he was gone, the Israelites (camped near the bottom of the mountain) started worshiping a "golden calf" and were eating, drinking, offering burnt offerings and peace offerings and burning incense, playing musical ("praise") instruments, etc.
This modern-day situation (talked about in the above news article) is REALLY no different, folks! Except in THIS case, "Ganesha" (or whatever false "god" it is) is THEIR [that particular Catholic church's] *golden calf*. And guess what the Lord had Moses and all the Levites DO to the people that worshiped before the golden calf in the Old Testament? Did those folks get to peacefully live out the rest of their days among the Israelites? Or did a really BAD fate come to them? Read the bible for the answer! It's in the Old Testament, book of Exodus, chapters 32-34.

5. A total disgrace!! Oh! How The Heavens Cry Out For Vengeance!! Heartbreaking Indeed!
A Pagan God Enters a Marian Sanctuary in Ceuta

http://traditioninaction.org/religious/m045rpGanesh.htm [Only selected images reproduced by me below]
Marian T. Horvat, Ph.D. September 1, 2017
My friend Jan and I were talking about the "two steps forward, one step back" tactic used by the progressivists in the Church regarding the steady advance of inter-religious dialogue since Vatican II. Basically, the process is this: A radical inter-religious act is performed (two steps forward). If there is a reaction against it, a Catholic official issues a meager apology to Catholics with efforts not to "hurt the feelings" of the other so-called religion (one step backward). 

And thus the revolution advances a step, primarily by changing the mentalities of Catholics who are trained to believe they can participate in prayers and ceremonies of other religions and accept their false gods into their churches. 
A recent example of this tactic employed to further progressivist aims took place in the magnificent Sanctuary of Our Lady of Africa in Ceuta, a Spanish city on the north coast of Africa. 
For the eighth year in a row, the Hindus of Ceuta ended their raucous 3-day street celebration of the pagan god Ganesh by carrying the statue from the Hindu temple to the Catholic Sanctuary dedicated to Sancta Maria of Africa, Patroness of the city. They leave a floral offering on the altar as part of an inter-religious ceremony. 
This year this outrage was filmed and posted on the Internet, making the rest of the world familiar with the blasphemous action and causing backlash for the Diocese. Sad to say, up to now there had been no protests from the Bishop or the faithful of Ceuta, who have unabashedly welcomed this devil into their Sanctuary as part of Vatican II ecumenism. 

A photo history of the blasphemy 
The Hindu communities from the Spanish regions of Ceuta and Milila, which border Morocco, exited the temple with a bier bearing Ganesh on August 27, 2017. It was the last day of the three day Ganesh Chaturthi festival that pays worship to that elephant-headed deity, one of the many gods in the Hindu pantheon. 
In the streets the Hindus shout and shake, with women performing sensual dances to the beat of drums. A reporter enthusiastically comments on the "religious fervor - and not necessarily of just Hindus." "Ganesh is among us," they shout.

The procession continues to the threshold of the colonial Sanctuary of Holy Mary, and is welcomed and invited inside by the large group of enthusiastic Catholics waiting there with cell phone cameras to receive it. 
In the front, standing at the pulpit below the gaze of the Virgin of Ceuta, is Vicar General Fr. Juan José Mateos Castro in a light blue shirt and collar. Arms crossed, he waits to welcome the false god and pray with the Hindu pagans.
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The indignity to the Virgin worsens. A small choir in the front, facing Ganesh, sings a popular Salve Maria hymn to the devil god as the congregation watches with approval. The choir appears oblivious to the presence of Our Lady above the altar, focusing their gaze instead on the devil Ganesh. It was a blatant desecration of the sanctuary and a strong blasphemy against Our Lady. 
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A Hindu representative, in a Hawaii shirt (picture on page 4), addresses the congregation, thanking them for the invitation to share their celebration of Ganesh. "It is an expression of how two different cultures can live together in the world," he gushes. Then, a long warm embrace with Fr. Mateo Castro. 
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The shirt bears the image of the elephant-god

Finally, the flower offering to Our Lady is made, as a delegation of Hindus joins a smiling Fr. Mateo Castro on the high altar on a platform directly under the Virgin's sorrowful gaze. One of the little girls in a Ganesh festivity t-shirt joins her hands to pray to the demon, whose statue faces the altar.
[image: image7.jpg]



After the Catholics and Hindus pray together, the bier with the false god is turned around and leaves the Sanctuary, to the applause of the congregation. 

But the blasphemy does not end there. On the streets of Ceuta is a touching life-size statue of the crucified Christ, set behind glass and a barred grid. The procession makes its rowdy progress toward that Sacred Image and stops directly in front of it. It seemed to me like it was the devil publicly mocking Our Lord as the people watch approvingly. 
A Hindu woman presses her hand firmly on the glass to "receive the blessing" of Christ and then turns to send it with a kiss to the Hindu devil. The final outrage: She takes a blessing - arms folded high in the air - from Ganesh and turns to transfer it to Our Lord Jesus Christ. It was a demonstration of a Catholic-Hindu syncretism of religions, firmly condemned by the Church until Vatican II. 
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A meek 'apology' from the Bishop 
As this year's blasphemous entrance of Ganesh into a Catholic Church became public criticism poured in from around the world. Even though the same ceremony has been performed for eight years, Bishop Rafael Zorzona Boy decided this year to issue a meek apology to the Catholic faithful, calling the event "regrettable" for possibly causing "pain, confusion or scandal in the Christian community." 
Fr. Mateo duly tendered his resignation as Vicar General; he apparently received no punishment for his actions except for an "admonishment" for his "mistake to allow the entrance of these images." However, the Bishop went on to assure us, "he didn’t intend, at any moment, to venerate anything outside of our only and true God, for his intention was only to welcome the sign of respect that the Hindu community wanted to offer towards the Christian community and the Patroness of Ceuta." 


In the note issued of the Diocese, it was stated that there was never a plan for making a joint inter-religious event and the only planned action was to leave a floral offering outside the Church of Santa Maria. I am not sure what is more scandalous: this supposed surprise of the Bishop that the statue was "spontaneously" invited to enter the Church - even though the same blasphemy has been openly perpetrated for years, or his added sincere apology to the Hindus that he meant no rebuke to their beliefs by his statement. 
So then, what was the point of his statement? It was not really an apology, but an appeasement meant to placate everyone: the offended Catholics and the Hindu offenders. Certainly, there was no condemnation of paganism, no sorrow expressed for the profanation of the Church, no attempt to clarify Catholic teaching that there can be no mixing of Catholicism and paganism. And, I feel certain, even this meek apology would not have been made if the video had not raised the ire of those Catholics who still have a remnant of the sensus fidei. 

Reactions of the people 
We can see the 'two steps forward, one step back' tactic applied in this case. The scandalous and heretical ceremony takes place for eight years without any objection from Church officials (two steps forward). The Bishop is pressured by the people to react and issues a laconic apology (one step backward), accompanied by words of reassurance that the reprimand should not be interpreted as any remonstrance toward the Hindu people or their so-called "religion." 
And how do the faithful react? Instead of supporting the Bishop for his admonishment of Fr. Mateos, he was harshly criticized by the Catholics in Ceuta. There was a general outpouring of support for the Vicar General.

An on-the-street reporter interviewed residents of the city. Not one expressed criticism of the blasphemous inter-faith act. An older woman responded indignantly, "Okay, he entered but what's wrong with that? We've been doing this for eight years. We're having good relations among the religions. If you want to enter a synagogue, you can go. If you want to enter a mosque, you can go. Anyone can enter a church - you can't deny that to anyone." Apparently, not even to the devil… 
A young woman with red hair immodestly dressed in black said, "We are living in a multicultural society and the Hindus had the good intention to make an offering. So what the bishop did is fatal to the culture of our city." The only thing that matters now is good intentions, not doctrine or an offense to Our Lord and Our Lady. 
An old man in his 60s or 70s, who should know better but is indifferent to the truth after 50 years of Vatican II ecumenism, shrugged his shoulders and said, "Nothing's wrong with what he (the priest) did. The Church has to be open to everyone." His wife, more energetic, interrupted to say emphatically, "We've been talking for years about ecumenism. That means we have to receive every religion in our religion. We have to be tolerant in this 21st century and respect all religions." 
We can see how Progressivism has moved forward with a new doctrine to replace "extra Ecclesiam nulla salus" [outside the Church there is no salvation]. The general populace, even those who are old enough to have been taught differently, complaisantly accept that all religions are good and admit salvation is possible in all of them. They are prepared to pay respect to pagan gods alongside the one true God. There is no need to insist on conversion… 
As for the Hindus, a representative of the Ceuta community was bold enough to announce they are holding a meeting to discuss the incident and plan their next step of support for the priest's actions. I will not be surprised to see Fr. Mateo reinstated as Vicar General or, more probably, moved up the ladder in his priestly career, perhaps to head a prestigious new Committee of Ecumenical Initiatives.
The Indian Church is recording a continued and increasing devotion to the elephant-God:
RELATED FILES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
MUMBAI: CARDINAL IVAN DIAS LIGHTS A LAMP FOR THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA JULY 2011
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_LIGHTS_A_LAMP_FOR_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
MUMBAI: THE ST PIUS X SEMINARY CELEBRATES HINDU DEITY GANESHA 9 FEBRUARY 2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PIUS_X_SEMINARY_CELEBRATES_HINDU_DEITY_GANESH.doc
TAMIL NADU CLERGY VENERATE THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA 22 FEBRUARY 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TAMIL_NADU_CLERGY_VENERATE_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
GOA: PILAR PRIEST FR PETER CARDOZO VENERATES THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA FEBRUARY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PILAR_PRIEST_FR_PETER_CARDOZO_VENERATES_THE_HINDU_DEITY GANESHA.doc
INDIAN CLERGY OBSESSED WITH THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA FEBRUARY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_CLERGY_OBSESSED_WITH_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
CATHOLIC WORSHIP OF ELEPHANT GOD GANESH IN MANGALORE 7/14/30 SEPTEMBER 2016 (OCD PRIESTS)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_WORSHIP_OF_ELEPHANT_GOD_GANESH_IN_MANGALORE.doc
MUMBAI: FR JOE PEREIRA YOGA GURU CELEBRATES NAVRATRI AND GANESHOTSAV 8 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_YOGA_GURU_CELEBRATES_NAVRATRI_AND_GANESHOTSAV.doc
VASAI PRIEST FR THOMAS DSOUZA WORSHIPS GANESHA 15 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VASAI_PRIEST_FR_THOMAS_DSOUZA_WORSHIPS_GANESHA.doc
*VATHAPI GANAPATHIM-OBEISANCE TO GANESHA BY THE CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF INDIA 7 JANUARY 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VATHAPI_GANAPATHIM-OBEISANCE_TO_GANESHA_BY_THE_CONFERENCE_OF_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_OF_INDIA.doc
