[image: image1.png]


       FEBRUARY 10, 2017

2017 is the 100th anniversary of the appearances of Our Lady to three peasant children in Portugal.

In this series of collated articles (see the entire list at the end of the present file) on the Fatima Apparitions, and the Messages and the Warnings given by the Blessed Virgin Mary to (Francisco, Jacinta and) Sister Lucia, I have used sources of all kinds: the Church’s official statements, the writings of ordinary Catholics who own web sites and blogs, conservatives, Fatima cults like the one founded by the ‘banned’ priest Fr. Nicholas Gruner, Traditionalists… and even Sedevacantists. 

In one file I have also included the perspective of the liberals in the Church. 
The individual writers and the Catholic perspectives that they represent, strongly disagree with one another on three issues: whether the Third Secret was fully revealed by Church authorities, whether Russia was consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in the exact same way that the Blessed Virgin had instructed and, consequentially, whether Russia has been “converted”. Or not.
St. Maximilian Kolbe and the Militia Immaculata
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The spirit of the Militia Immaculatæ according to Fr. Maximilian Kolbe
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St. Maximilian Kolbe, as a student in Rome in the year when the M.I. was founded (1917) 
“Through Mary the salvation of the world began, and through Mary it must also be completed,” wrote St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort almost three hundred years ago. In these troubled times of the great apostasy, she is “our refuge and the way that leads to God” (Apparition of June 13, 1917, in Fatima). In order to show us this way, she selected, among others, great saints whose work has become a shining light for those who are seeking the truth. One of these great Marian souls is Maximilian Kolbe, who founded a movement that he called the Knighthood of the Immaculata — Militia Immaculatæ — in Rome on October 16, 1917, three days after the miracle of the sun in Fatima. 
The nature, history, and purpose of this movement have already been presented briefly in a small booklet.1
This book intends to help bring to light the great importance of this movement, particularly for our times. To accomplish this, the saintly founder himself will be allowed to have his say. With astonishing simplicity he awakens in every soul that experiences the attraction of his teaching a great ideal: the Immaculata and her significance in the life of the individual, of society, of the Church, and of the whole world. We discover that he is a tireless defender of Catholic Tradition, a mortal enemy of the liberalism and modernism which plague the world and the Church today. His movement is a precursor of all those movements which, in an age that has witnessed the triumph of God’s enemies, remain unswervingly loyal to Our Lord and to His Holy Mother and thus work effectively for the welfare of souls.

[…]

It probably does not need to be said, how contrary all of this is to the spirit of the modern age. Today pacifism reigns within the Church: we are all brothers and sisters; there is no longer an enemy, so they say.

Peace first and foremost is the catchword. But thereby they cunningly confuse efforts for the “end of armed hostilities” with the “peace of God”. They say that God does not want war, and so He wants peace.

It follows that we must come to an understanding with those who believe differently, accept them, acknowledge their values, and work together with them. All men are men of good will, anyhow, and that is why we are building up a new world of peace and happiness. This is what the enemy says with forked tongue.

Apart from the fact that such slogans have been used for centuries by the mortal enemies of the Church, such a “proclamation” is the worst crime against souls that can be committed: There’s a war going on, the enemy is attacking, and our generals not only lay down their arms, but even call the enemy a friend, embrace him, and do not notice that, in a very sophisticated way, someone is stabbing them in the back. This is the crisis in the Church, which delivers souls into the bondage of Satan with hardly any resistance whatsoever.

Opposing this is the little Militia Immaculatæ. By itself it would be ridiculous, but in reality it is she, the Woman who tramples the serpent, who is terrible as an army set in battle array, the new Judith, who cut off Holofernes’ head, the Woman who alone has received the magnificent promise that she would crush the head of Satan.

The Immaculata is the one who fights and wins in us, through us, and with us:

We all stand as one man under the banner of the woman who “alone has conquered all heresies”, who is also able to help us against the hydra of contemporary godlessness.
Catholics today must be filled with this fighting spirit, or else they will perish in the tasteless, artificially scented modern world.

The enemy is so dangerous precisely because he has mobilized as an invisible, intangible influence: he envelops people like a whispering wind, like a wavelength that creeps through the strongest walls, full of fine and seemingly plausible phrases, “balanced”, friendly, congenial, full of charm and pleasant, sympathetic sentiments. This is the poison that the enemy uses today. Declaring war on this omnipresent and deadly enemy is incomparably more difficult than having to deal with an overt attacker who is known to be dangerous.

Before thinking about what this battle consists of, what the enemy’s tactics are and which weapons and what strategy one should use, one must be clearly convinced that it is a battle, indeed, an unremitting battle of life and death. “Brethren, be sober and watchful, because your adversary the devil, like a roaring lion, goes about seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith” (1 Peter 5:8–9).
The very first sentence of the Statutes of the M.I. accentuates this battle: “She shall crush thy head!” (Genesis 3:15). This was, of course, heaven’s first and only declaration of war against hell, and it should determine the life of the Knights of the Immaculata. Furthermore, St. Maximilian2 calls this movement a “Militia”, which can be translated as knighthood, or army, whereby it should be emphasized that a knight is not an ordinary foot-soldier, but rather belongs to the elite, so to speak. This fighting spirit is precisely what inspired those millions of people who over a very short period of time enlisted under the military banner of the Immaculata.

Faced with such powerful deeds perpetrated by the enemies of God’s Church, are we allowed to stand about idle? Is it permissible merely to complain and shed tears? No! Consider that at the last judgment we will not only give an account of what we have done, but God will also count up all those good deeds that we could have done but failed to do. 
Incumbent upon each one of us is the serious duty to stand on the front lines and physically fend off the enemy’s attacks.

Often one hears the remark, "But what can I do? The other side is so well organized, has so much power and wealth, etc."

Such an individual has surely forgotten what St. Paul said: "I can do everything in Him, Who strengthens me."
[…]

The very origin of the M.I. is closely related to a great miracle that was worked through the Miraculous Medal, namely the conversion of a Jewish man, Alphonse de Ratisbonne.

In the year in which the M.I. was founded (1917), the seventy-fifth anniversary of this great miracle was being celebrated in Rome.

Young Brother Maximilian had already asked himself the question long before that:

Is it possible that our enemies should display such activity and gain superior strength, while we remain idle, without getting down to work? Do we not have even stronger weapons, namely the protection of heaven and of the Immaculate Virgin? 3
He found out the answer on that memorable twentieth of January, when the superior of the house presented to them the story of the impenitent Jew’s conversion as a theme for meditation. In that meditation, as Father Pal, his friend and co-founder of the M.I. attests, the Saint received the inspiration to found a knighthood in honor of the Immaculata, which chose the Miraculous Medal as its emblem and shield for the future Knights. From that day on, Brother Maximilian often visited the church of Sant’Andrea delle Fratte in order to pray before the altar where Alphonse de Ratisbonne had converted. He also chose that altar as the one upon which he would offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the first time after his priestly ordination.

Furthermore Fr. Maximilian often used to tell his friars about truly extraordinary incidents that he himself had experienced with the Miraculous Medal. For example, one time while he was recuperating in Zakopane he tried to convert a young Freethinker who proudly called himself “the Heretic”.

All arguments were in vain. Nevertheless, out of courtesy he accepted the Miraculous Medal. Immediately afterwards

I suggested that he make a confession. “I am not prepared. By no means,” was his reply. But… at that very moment he fell on his knees, as though impelled by a higher power.

The confession began; the young man wept like a child. The Immaculata had won4. 

Naturally, the cause of this miraculous change in a human heart was not the medal itself as a physical object, but rather the Immaculata, who attaches her special graces to the wearing of the Miraculous Medal. And there were many, many such incidents in the life of St. Maximilian. Therefore:

Distribute her Medal, wherever there is an opportunity: to children, so that they will always wear it around their necks; to the elderly and the youth, so that they, under her protection, might have enough strength to resist the temptations and falls that particularly beset them in our times. And also to those who do not go to Church, or who are afraid to go to Confession, who make fun of religious practices, who laugh at the truths of the faith, who are mired in a moral swamp or are living outside the Church in heresy — to all of these people you absolutely must offer the Medal of the Immaculata and ask them to wear it, but then fervently beg the Immaculata also for their conversion. Many people make use of another expedient when someone is reluctant to accept the Miraculous Medal. They just sew it secretly into his or her clothing and pray for that person, and sooner or later the Immaculata will show what she is capable of. 
The Miraculous Medal is the ammunition of the M.I.5
1. The author refers to his 32-page brochure, written in German, entitled Militia Immaculatæ (traditionelle Observanz), die Ritterschaft der Unbefleckten Jungfrau [Militia Immaculatæ (traditional observance), the Knighthood of the Immaculate

Virgin], published in Warsaw in 2002.

2. The process for the beatification of Fr. Kolbe was initiated on March 16, 1960.

On January 30, 1969 the Congregation for the Causes of Saints approved the Decree concerning his heroic virtues, and on June 14, 1971 the Decree concerning the miracles that have been attributed to his intercession. On October 17, 1971 he was declared Blessed, and on October 10, 1982 he was canonized. Concerning the controversy over present-day canonizations, see: Fr. Henri Forestier, Heiligkeit, wie sie das II. Vatikanum definiert, in “Mitteilungsblatt der Priesterbruderschaft St. Pius X”, No. 290, pp. 22–29; Fr. Bernard Lorber and Fr. Jean-Michel Gleize, On the canonizations of Pope John Paul II, in “The Angelus”, January 2003, pp. 5–16; Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, L’infaillibilité des canonisations faites par le pape Jean-Paul II, in “Le Sel de la Terre”, No. 42, Autumn 2002, pp. 244–245.

3. Testimony of Fr. Pal, Acts of the [Diocesan] Investigation, p. 312.

4. “Rycerz Niepokalanej”, 3 (1924), pp. 3-4.
5. “Rycerz Niepokalanej”, 5 (1926), pp. 130-131.
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