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JULY 25, 2016
St. Pauls Centenary Celebration Mass without a Crucifix
This is a flagrant violation of the rubrics by a Catholic congregation, the Society of St. Paul (SSP) whose raison d’etre is evangelization and the promotion of the Word of God through the media.

According to the rubrics of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (G.I.R.M), the presence of a crucifix is mandatory for Holy Mass, and “appropriate … even outside of liturgical celebrations”.

From the (G.I.R.M):
#117: Also on or close to the altar, there is to be a cross with a figure of Christ crucified.

#308: "There is also to be a cross, with the figure of Christ crucified upon it, either on the altar or near it, where it is clearly visible to the assembled congregation. It is appropriate that such a cross, which calls to mind for the faithful the saving Passion of the Lord, remain near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations."
From the Catholic Encyclopedia, Altar Crucifix:

“The crucifix is the principal ornament of the altar. It is placed on the altar to recall to the mind of the celebrant, and the people, that the Victim offered on the altar is the same as was offered on the Cross. For this reason the crucifix must be placed on the altar as often as Mass is celebrated (Constitution, Accepimus of Benedict XIV, 16 July, 1746). The rubric of the Roman Missal (xx) prescribes that it be placed at the middle of the altar between the candlesticks, and that it be large enough to be conveniently seen by both the celebrant and the people (Cong. Sac. Rit., 17 September, 1822). If for any reason this crucifix is removed, another may take its place in a lower position; but in such cases it must always be visible to all who assist at Mass (ibid.)”

Centenary celebrations conclude
http://www.stpauls.in/UserFiles/jubil/jubilee.html  

The grand finale of the Centenary celebrations in India was held at St Paul’s grounds at Bandra, Mumbai, on Wednesday, 26 November 2014, the Feast of Blessed James Alberione, from 6 pm. 
The celebrations began with a solemn Eucharistic celebration presided over by Most Rev. Agnelo Gracias, (auxiliary Bishop Emeritus and) Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Bombay. Concelebrating with him were about 30 priests from the neighbouring parishes and religious communities. 

Welcoming the main celebrant and the august gathering of priests, religious, benefactors, well-wishers, lay collaborators and cooperators in our mission, the Provincial Superior, Fr Michael Raj said, “It is my joy and privilege to welcome you all to St Paul’s Campus, Bandra, and specially to this evening’s thanksgiving Eucharist at the conclusion of the year-long Centenary celebrations of the Pauline Family and in particular of the Society of St Paul. Besides the Centenary of the Congregation, we want to celebrate with you two other important events this evening, namely, the Feast of Blessed James Alberione, the Founder of the Pauline Family, and the Diamond Jubilee of the Religious Profession of Br Thomas Cornelio, Br Angelo Pullokaran, Fr Paul Vechoor, the Golden Jubilee of the sacerdotal ordination of Fr Anselm Poovathanikunnel, Fr Mark Fonseca and Fr Stephen Pullan, and the Silver Jubilee of the priesthood of Fr Peter Perunnilathil. Today we want you to join us in our thanksgiving and we want to share with you our joy in reaching a 100 years as a Congregation and as a religious family, and for having Blessed James Alberione as our Founder and Father, and for having our confreres reached and crossed milestones in their priestly, religious and apostolic commitment”. 

Bishop Gracias, a great friend of the Paulines and an ardent admirer of Blessed Alberione said in his homily that the present moment is very historical for the Pauline Family; this is a moment that divides between two centenaries; we say goodbye to one and we say welcome to another. Truly this is a moment of grace and thanksgiving for all of us. 

The Eucharistic celebration was followed by short cultural programme jointly put up by the members of the Pauline Family which made the whole event very colourful and memorable for years to come. During the cultural event prizes were distributed to the winners of the various literary competitions held within the Pauline Family during the Centenary year. The curtains came down for the celebration with a sumptuous family agape in the community lawns.
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The Provincial Superior Fr. Michael Raj SSP and Bishop Agnelo Gracias
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The mandatory crucifix was not to be found either on or behind the altar for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

(How does a religious congregation even commence preparations for Mass without a crucifix?)

But the Hindu Arati and Bharatanatyam dance offerings (in the exact place that the altar was located for Mass) preceded and concluded the celebrations.

It appears that the veneration of the oil lamp (kuthuvilakku) has replaced that of the cross of our Lord:
St Pauls Institute of Communication Education (SPICE) - Mumbai 
http://www.alberione.org/100anni/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=81%3Aindia-spice&catid=46%3Aindia&Itemid=50&lang=it 

August 20, 2011

The three-year preparation for the centenary of the foundation of the Pauline Family was formally inaugurated today in Mumbai, 20 August 2011, with the blessing of ST PAULS INSTITUTE OF COMMUNICATION EDUCATION (SPICE). 
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Centenary celebrations of Daughters of St Paul

http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Hans/2015-06-18/Centenary-celebrations-of-Daughters-of-St-Paul/158037 

June 2015, St. Mary’s Basilica, Hyderabad
I rarely have encouraging news to convey. But here, the Daughters of St. Paul’s centenary celebrations Mass actually had a crucifix on the altar in addition to the large one behind the altar.
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SOME RELATED FILES
THE CRUCIFIX IS GRADUALLY VANISHING FROM OUR CHURCHES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CRUCIFIX_IS_GRADUALLY_VANISHING_FROM_OUR_CHURCHES.doc
NO CRUCIFIX BEHIND ALTAR IN BISHOP THOMAS DABRES CHURCHES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NO_CRUCIFIX_BEHIND_ALTAR_IN_BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRES_CHURCHES.doc 

WHAT DOES THE KUTHU VILAKKU OIL LAMP SIGNIFY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_DOES_THE_KUTHU_VILAKKU_OIL_LAMP_SIGNIFY.doc 

ARATI IN THE LITURGY-INDIAN OR HINDU 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARATI_IN_THE_LITURGY-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc
