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FEBRUARY 10, 2013
Sunday obligation, coming late for Mass and leaving early, but receiving Communion 



"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" – Pope St. Felix III

NOTE: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, italics, CAPS, or word underlining for emphasis. These will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.

Q:

A priest in his homily said when he was growing up he was taught that if you came in after the gospel, you missed mass. He said, "For those of you who feel entitled to go to communion when arriving after the consecration", I'm not judging you because that's between you and God." He did not say it was a sin. I looked in the catechism and found nothing. I was taught that it was a sin as if we had missed Sunday Mass. I've been to daily mass where the priest denied communion when the person came in after the consecration. I am not criticizing the priest who is very holy. I just want to know what the church says about it. Wisdom tells me that it is an insult to our Dear Lord. VLM
A:

Your question involves two separate issues: (1) How much of the Mass we must attend in order to fulfill our Sunday obligation and (2) If we can receive Holy Communion even though we are late for Mass. 

I will address each part separately. 
Fulfilling Your Sunday Obligation

"The first precept of the Catholic Church: 'You shall attend Mass on Sundays and on holy days of obligation'."
 This precept or law does not say that you meet your obligation if you do not attend the entire Mass!
"MASS BEGINS WITH THE ENTRANCE PROCESSION AND ENDS AFTER THE FINAL DISMISSAL and we should be there from the beginning to the end. Each part of the Mass relates and complements the others in a single act of worship even though some parts, such as the consecration, are essential while others are merely important. Someone who arrives at the consecration has not attended Mass."

"When the people are gathered, the Priest approaches the altar with the ministers while the Entrance Chant is sung."
 This is the beginning of Mass where all attending are expected to be present. 
"The Concluding Rites: After the priest says the concluding prayer and blesses the people present, either he or an assisting deacon says: Go forth, the Mass is ended or Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord or Go in peace, glorifying the Lord or Go in peace. The people respond: Thanks be to God."

"On Sunday, our primary duty is to worship God at Mass as a Church and to be nourished with His grace."
  
"The faithful have the obligation to attend Mass, unless they are seriously impeded."
 
"On Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass."
 
"The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. The faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation."
 
Note that in these quotes the inference is that we are required to assist in the ENTIRE MASS, not just in part of it!

"It is their (pastors') duty to ensure that the faithful take part (in the Mass) fully aware of what they are doing, actively engaged in the rite, and enriched by its effects."

"Mother Church earnestly desires that all the faithful should be led to that full, conscious, and active participation in liturgical celebrations. Such participation by the Christian people as 'a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a redeemed people' IS THEIR RIGHT AND DUTY by reason of their baptism. In the restoration and promotion of the sacred liturgy, this full and active participation by all the people is the aim to be considered before all else."

Right to Receive Holy Communion
"Laws which establish a penalty or restrict the free exercise of rights or which contain an exception to the law are subject to a strict interpretation."

"The Lord addresses an invitation to us, urging us to receive Him in the sacrament of the Eucharist: 'Truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, you have no life in you'."
 
"Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to communion."
 
"To prepare for a worthy reception of this sacrament, the faithful should observe the fast required in their Church."
 
"As the Second Vatican Council says: 'That more perfect form of participation in the Mass whereby the faithful, after the priest’s communion, receive the Lord’s Body from the same sacrifice, is warmly recommended'."

"The Christian faithful have the right to receive assistance from the sacred pastors out of the spiritual goods of the Church, especially the word of God and the sacraments."
 
"The sacred ministers cannot refuse the sacraments to those who ask for them at appropriate times, are properly disposed and ARE NOT PROHIBITED BY LAW FROM RECEIVING THEM."
 
Note here that THERE IS NO LAW PROHIBITING ONE FROM RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION IF HE OR SHE IS LATE FOR MASS! 
"Any baptized person who is not prohibited by law can and must be admitted to Holy Communion."
 
So, in the context of Church Canon Laws, that all are required to obey, Holy Communion must be given to those properly prepared and disposed whether they are or are not on time for Holy Mass. However, this is only in regards to Holy Communion, not in regards to having satisfied one’s Sunday or Holy Day obligation!

Lastly, I want to make a research point of clarification. I quoted Fr. Edward McNamara* in footnote number 2. His entire quote said that IF YOU ARE LATE FOR MASS YOU SHOULD NOT RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION. This was an error on Fr. McNamara’s part as Holy Church has no such law or directive making this prohibition. I have no criticism of Fr. McNamara as I quote his extensive knowledge on the liturgy frequently in my reports. If something new develops on this issue I will notify readers of my reports. *See pages 1, 3/4, 13/14, and 28
This report prepared on January 1, 2013 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>.  Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 
† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †

THE INFORMATION HEREIN IS ARRANGED AS FAR AS IS POSSIBLE IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says:
#2181"The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. For this reason the faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own pastor. Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin."


Instruction on Music in the Liturgy, Musicam Sacram

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_instr_19670305_musicam-sacram_en.html                  
Pope Paul VI, March 5, 1967 EXTRACT
One also should remember that in the time of the dominance of the Tridentine Rite, it was commonly believed that it was merely a venial sin to miss what was then known as the liturgy of the catechumens, which included all of what we would consider the liturgy of the Word, and that one’s Sunday obligation was fulfilled by being present only for the consecration and priest’s Communion.
Dies Domini (The Lord's Day)

Pope John Paul II issued a whole Apostolic Letter in 1999 called Dies Domini (The Lord's Day) on keeping the Lord's Day holy. Here is how he explains what the Sunday Obligation means to the sick and disabled:

#54 "Finally, the faithful who, because of sickness, disability or some other serious cause, are prevented from taking part, should as best they can unite themselves with the celebration of Sunday Mass from afar, preferably by means of the readings and prayers for that day from the Missal, as well as through their desire for the Eucharist. In many countries, radio and television make it possible to join in the Eucharistic celebration broadcast from some sacred place. Clearly, this kind of broadcast does not in itself fulfil the Sunday obligation, which requires participation in the fraternal assembly gathered in one place, where Eucharistic communion can be received. But for those who cannot take part in the Eucharist and who are therefore excused from the obligation, radio and television are a precious help, especially if accompanied by the generous service of extraordinary ministers who bring the Eucharist to the sick, also bringing them the greeting and solidarity of the whole community. Sunday Mass thus produces rich fruits for these Christians too, and they are truly enabled to experience Sunday as "the Lord's Day" and "the Church's day"."
The Pope makes things very clear here:
1. All those who because of sickness or disability or some other serious cause are prevented are excused from the obligation. They commit no sin at all if they are genuinely unable to fulfill the obligation.
2. Nevertheless they should do their best to unite themselves with the celebration of the Sunday Mass. 

How can they do this?
i) By following the readings and prayers of the day from the Sunday Missal.
ii) If you don't have the missal, take the readings from the Bible by referring to a Mass Calendar which gives the Sunday readings.
iii) By joining in through a Eucharistic celebration broadcast on TV (e.g., EWTN) or radio (e.g., Vatican Radio).
iv) Having a deep and sincere interior desire for the Eucharist.
Is your Mass valid?

http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/articles/badliturgy.htm
By Bruce Sabalaskey, 2001 EXTRACT
Sunday Obligation

The Sunday obligation for participation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is fulfilled whenever the Mass is valid - that is "not invalid," regardless of any illicit practices which detract from the reverence of the Mass. Canon law explains this below.
If you know for sure that your parish's Mass is invalid, go find another Mass to attend.

Canon 1247: "On Sundays and other holydays of obligation, the faithful are obliged to assist at Mass. They are also to abstain from such work or business that would inhibit the worship to be given to God, the joy proper to the Lord's Day, or the due relaxation of mind and body." 

Canon 1248: ß1 "The obligation of assisting at Mass is satisfied wherever Mass is celebrated in a Catholic rite either on a holyday itself or on the evening of the previous day." 

ß2 "If it is impossible to assist at a Eucharistic celebration, either because no sacred minister is available or for some other grave reason, the faithful are strongly recommended to take part in a liturgy of the Word, if there be such in the parish church or some other sacred place, which is celebrated in accordance with the provisions laid down by the diocesan Bishop; or to spend an appropriate time in prayer, whether personally or as a family or, as occasion presents, in a group of families." 

Communion for Late Arrivals at Mass? 
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/communion-for-late-arrivals-at-mass
ROME, November 4, 2003 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical Athenaeum.
3.
Q: At what point in time during Mass it is considered too late for anyone coming into the Mass to receive Communion? These days I see a lot of people who enter the Mass even as Communion is being given and they head straight to receive. Is this right? E.M., Port Harcourt, Nigeria

A: Like most priests, I am loath to give a straight answer to this question because, in a way, it is a catch-22 question for which there is no right answer.
It is true that before the Second Vatican Council some moral theology manuals placed arrival before the offertory as the dividing line in deciding whether one fulfilled the Sunday obligation of assistance at Mass. But after the liturgical reform, with its emphasis on the overall unity of the Mass, modern theologians shy away from such exactitude.
Mass begins with the entrance procession and ends after the final dismissal and we should be there from beginning to end. Each part of the Mass relates and complements the others in a single act of worship even though some parts, such as the consecration, are essential while others are merely important.
To say that there is a particular moment before or after which we are either "out" or "safe," so to speak, is to give the wrong message and hint that, in the long run, some parts of the Mass are really not all that important. It may also give some less fervent souls a yardstick for arriving in a tardy manner.
Although I prefer not to hazard giving a precise cutoff moment, certainly someone who arrives after the consecration has not attended Mass, should not receive Communion*, and if it is a Sunday, go to another Mass. 
Arriving on time is not just a question of obligation but of love and respect for Our Lord who has gathered us together to share his gifts, and who has some grace to communicate to us in each part of the Mass.
It is also a sign of respect for the community with whom we worship and who deserves our presence and the contribution of our prayers in each moment. The liturgy is essentially the worship of Christ's body, the Church. Each assembly is called upon to represent and manifest the whole body but this can hardly happen if it forms itself in drips and drabs after the celebration has begun.
Thus people who arrive late to Mass have to honestly ask themselves, why? If they arrive late because of some justified reason or unforeseen event, such as blocked traffic due to an accident, they have acted in good conscience and are not strictly obliged to assist at a later Mass (although they would do well to do so if they arrive very late and it is possible for them).
Likewise for many elderly people, even getting to the church is an odyssey, and one must not burden their consciences by counting the minutes.
If people arrive late due to culpable negligence, and especially if they do so habitually, then they need to seriously reflect on their attitudes, amend their ways, and if necessary seek the sacrament of reconciliation.
Depending on how late they arrive they should prefer to honor the Lord's day by attending some other Mass, or, if this is not possible, at least remain in the Church after Mass is over and dedicate some time to prayer and reflection on the readings of the day. *See Ron Smith, pages 1, 2
Follow-up: Communion for Late Arrivals
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/holding-hands-at-the-our-father
ROME, November 18, 2003 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara…
An attentive reader suggested that my reply to a Nigerian correspondent as to "what point in time during Mass it is considered too late for anyone coming into the Mass to receive Communion" (see Nov. 4) did not quite address the question at hand. The core query appeared to be "asking a more direct question, about how much Mass is required before receiving Communion."
This could have serious consequences, the follow-up questioner noted, as "Mass is not a prerequisite for receiving Communion. If it were, I and other extraordinary eucharistic ministers could not bring Communion to the shut-ins, the sick, the elderly, or the imprisoned."
I believe I did address the question at hand in the previous column, although it entailed explaining why I eschewed suggesting a clear minimum Mass requirement in order to receive Communion and also to fulfill Sunday obligation. Yet, our correspondent raises a valid point.
In preparing my original reply I had thought of mentioning Communion outside of Mass, but as the question was tailored to late arrival at Mass I considered it might confuse the issue and left it out. It appears that my hesitation has returned to haunt me.
It is necessary to distinguish Mass from other moments in which Communion is received. The Church provides two basic rites for receiving Communion outside of Mass. One is for those occasions when for some good reason Mass in unavailable but Communion is possible. The other is for bringing Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass due to age or infirmity.
Both rites have the same basic structure but differ in the prayers and texts provided.
This structure is: greeting; penitential rite; Liturgy of the Word; on some occasions homily and prayers of the faithful; Communion rite with the Our Father; sign of peace; "This is the Lamb of God ..." and its response "Lord, I am not worthy ..."; Communion; concluding prayer; and final blessing.
There are slight variations in the rite when presided by a priest, deacon or by an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist. The Liturgy of the Word may be extended or abbreviated according to pastoral needs with the possibility of using the same readings as at Mass or just reciting a brief verse from Scripture.                                                                                 4.

The question as to how much of this is required in order to receive Communion varies according to concrete situations. But when Communion is distributed because Mass is unavailable, then, in principle, those who wish to partake should attend the entire rite.
This would be the situation, for example, in parishes with no resident pastor and, usually, in prisons whenever it is possible to gather the inmates so as to form an assembly. Otherwise the rite may be carried out at each cell with a brief Liturgy of the Word, although the local ordinary may approve particular adaptations to special circumstances unforeseen in the liturgical books.
Communion to the sick, elderly or shut-ins presents a different pastoral situation, and the special circumstances allow for particular solutions. If possible the entire rite should be carried out each time, although the Liturgy of the Word may be abbreviated so as not to sap the strength of the weak.
When Communion is distributed to large numbers of infirm people living separately in hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, etc., the liturgy allows the minister to carry out an abbreviated rite reciting the antiphon "Oh Sacred Banquet" in the chapel or in the first room and distributing Communion in each room using just the formula "This is the Lamb of God..." and "Lord, I am not worthy." He recites the closing prayer in the last room or the chapel but omits the final blessing.
I consciously omit here any reference to bringing viaticum to the dying as this rite is usually united to the anointing of the sick and is the exclusive province of the priest.
The structure of Communion outside of Mass could also provide a guideline for those who strive to attend daily Mass (apart from Sunday Mass). While the principle of attending the entire Mass remains firm, one may be a little bit more flexible regarding reception of Communion on weekdays if it is impossible to arrive at the very beginning.
In these cases it is best to consult directly with the pastor as to the best means of proceeding in order to fulfill one's desire for Communion while respecting the dignity and sanctity of the sacrament.
Another interlocutor asked about the opposite end of Mass and if people may leave after receiving Communion.
The Mass ends with the dismissal, but as a mark of respect the faithful should wait until the priest has entered the sacristy and any final song has ended. Leaving after Communion does not allow us to thank God properly for the gift of his Son and also deprives us of the added grace of the concluding prayer and final blessing.
At times the members of the congregation resemble marathon hopefuls as they stampede toward the exit after Mass. In other circumstances, one wishes they would only get out sooner and not hang around chatting in the aisles. But that is a theme for another occasion.
Pope Benedict the Sixteenth on the Sunday Eucharist

http://www.cbcpworld.com/misamis/popeday8.htm 
By Pope Benedict XVI 

Cardinal Ratzinger often described the Eucharist as the "heart of life."

The Eucharist is our encounter and our communion with the Blessed Trinity. That is the heart of life. It's the source of life. It's the summit of life.

Communion with the Blessed Trinity is the very definition of heaven, so it doesn't get any better than that. The amazing thing is that we have heaven in every Mass.

The Eucharist is the place where the Church is most perfectly herself.

The Church holds many treasures in common -- the Scriptures, Tradition, the magisterium, the saints. But it is in the liturgy that the Church is most perfectly herself.

The coming of Jesus Christ -- what the Greek New Testament calls his "parousia" -- is not simply some far-off event. It is his presence in the Eucharist.

For first-century Greek-speakers the word meant "presence." Catholic theology holds on to that original meaning.

The Eucharist creates a flesh-and-blood bond -- a family bond -- between us and God.

Another recurring theme in Cardinal Ratzinger

Christ assumed human flesh in order to give that flesh for us, and give that flesh to us.

The Eucharistic liturgy is a sacrificial covenant meal. It renews a covenant, and every covenant seals a family bond.

As the Son of God became human, so we become divine -- "sons in the Son," to use the favorite phrase of the Church Fathers.

In his first homily, Pope Benedict said, "The Eucharist cannot but be the permanent center and the source of the Petrine service entrusted to me."

Let us join together two speeches of Pope Benedict on the Holy Eucharist.


"Without Sunday we cannot live" - takes us back to the year 304, when the Emperor Diocletian forbade Christians, on pain of death, from possessing the Scriptures, from gathering on Sundays to celebrate the Eucharist and from building places in which to hold their assemblies. 
In Abitene, a small village in present-day Tunisia, 49 Christians were taken by surprise one Sunday while they were celebrating the Eucharist, gathered in the house of Octavius Felix, thereby defying the imperial prohibitions. They were arrested and taken to Carthage to be interrogated by the Proconsul Anulinus. Significant among other things is the answer a certain Emeritus gave to the Proconsul who asked him why on earth they had disobeyed the Emperor's severe orders. He replied: "Sine dominico non possumus": that is, we cannot live without joining together on Sunday to celebrate the Eucharist. We would lack the strength to face our daily problems and not to succumb.                                                   5.

After atrocious tortures, these 49 martyrs of Abitene were killed. Thus, they confirmed their faith with bloodshed. They died, but they were victorious: today we remember them in the glory of the Risen Christ. 
The experience of the martyrs of Abitene is also one on which we 21st-century Christians should reflect. It is not easy for us either to live as Christians, even if we are spared such prohibitions from the emperor. From a spiritual point of view, the world in which we find ourselves, often marked by unbridled consumerism, religious indifference and a secularism closed to transcendence, can appear a desert just as “vast and terrible” (Deuteronomy 8: 15) as the one we heard about in the first reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. God came to the aid of the Jewish people in difficulty in this desert with his gift of manna, to make them understand that “not by bread alone does man live, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 8: 3). 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus has explained to us, through the gift of manna, for what bread God wanted to prepare the people of the New Covenant. Alluding to the Eucharist he said: “This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and died nonetheless, the man who feeds on this bread shall live forever” (John 6: 58). 
In taking flesh, the Son of God could become Bread and thus be the nourishment of his people, of us, journeying on in this world towards the promised land of Heaven. 
We need this Bread to face the fatigue and weariness of our journey. Sunday, the Lord’s Day, is a favourable opportunity to draw strength from him, the Lord of life. 
The Sunday precept is not, therefore, an externally imposed duty, a burden on our shoulders. On the contrary, taking part in the Celebration, being nourished by the Eucharistic Bread and experiencing the communion of their brothers and sisters in Christ is a need for Christians, it is a joy; Christians can thus replenish the energy they need to continue on the journey we must make every week. 
Moreover, this is not an arbitrary journey: the path God points out to us through his Word goes in the direction inscribed in man’s very existence. The Word of God and reason go together. For the human being, following the Word of God, going with Christ means fulfilling oneself; losing it is equivalent to losing oneself. 
The Lord does not leave us alone on this journey. He is with us; indeed, he wishes to share our destiny to the point of identifying with us. 
In the Gospel discourse that we have just heard he says, “He who feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him” (Jn 6: 56). How is it possible not to rejoice in such a promise?
[Excerpted from the Homily of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, Esplanade of Marisabella, Bari, Italy. Sunday, 29 May 2005]
Thanksgiving – Are you grateful?

http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/library_article/262/Thanksgiving___Namaan_and_the_10_Lepers.html
By Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio 
Leprosy is a dreadful thing anywhere, anytime. But in the ancient Near East, it was a particularly heavy burden to bear since it meant complete social isolation. You could, of course, hang out with other lepers. But you were bound to stay far away from the healthy as possible lest they be contaminated with your disease. To be a leper was to be an outcast.
No wonder, then, that Naaman would travel all the way from his native Syria to Israel when told that there was hope of finding a cure there. So what if Israel was the enemy of Syria and he was a Syrian army commander? So what if he worshiped Syrian gods rather than the God of Israel? It was worth a shot. Nothing else had worked.
Naaman was healed instantly and completely. And his response was just matter-of-fact. He was obliged to express his gratitude by offering a gift. Elisha refused to accept it because the healing had not come from Elisha. It had come from God. When Naaman recognized this, he loaded up a cart with soil from the Holy Land so that he could erect an altar at home to the God of Israel. And he pledged to worship no other god from that day forward.
Naaman was a pagan. He probably never heard of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) which starts off with “I am the Lord your God and you shall not have any strange gods before me.” But Naaman did not need Divine Revelation to tell him what he already knew by way of common sense. He had just received a new lease on life from the God of his enemies. From that moment on, he realized he owed a debt of gratitude to this God that could never fully be repaid, but he was bound to try anyway. None of the other “gods” had been able to give him his life back. They had no power to do so and he owed them nothing. Naaman was a just man and so was determined to pay what he owed as best as he could. How ironic! Israel had experienced extraordinary blessings from God for hundreds of years but failed to express gratitude to God. Instead, they flirted with the idols that Naaman abandoned. Rather than honoring the prophets, they persecuted them. 
We see a similar irony in Luke’s story of the 10 lepers (Luke 17:11-19). An encounter with Jesus brings these ten outcasts total healing and restoration to society. Yet none of the Israelites among them takes the time to return to thank Jesus. Only one man does –and he just happens to be a Samaritan heretic.
Worship of God first and foremost is a strict obligation of justice. We were created out of nothing, through no effort of our own. We were saved by grace; it was not our own doing (Ephesians 2:4). On both counts, we owe God everything. We can never adequately repay him, and so owe him a lifetime of gratitude. That’s why Abraham Lincoln proclaimed an annual holiday of Thanksgiving in America. That’s why we Catholics speak of our “Sunday obligation”. We are bound, if we are able, to observe the third commandment and keep the Lord’s Day holy by gathering together to give thanks. Eucharist, by the way, means thanksgiving. In the ancient dialogue between priest and people that introduces the Eucharistic (thanksgiving) prayer, we say “it is right to give Him thanks and praise” (“right and just” in the ancient versions). 
6.
Why must we discharge this obligation at Mass rather than in the comfort of our own homes? Because our sacrifice of thanksgiving is weak and insufficient on its own. There was only One who has ever offered perfect worship to the Father, and His sacrifice is made present again at every Eucharist. Our inadequate "thanks" is absorbed into the perfect sacrifice of praise offered by the Son much like the drop of insipid water the priest puts in the chalice is absorbed into the rich wine that becomes Christ’s blood. But thanksgiving can’t be limited to Sunday Eucharist. We are called to develop a lifestyle of thanksgiving. We’re called to become a Eucharistic people.

This originally appeared in Our Sunday Visitor as a reflection on the scripture readings for the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C (2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalms 98; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; Luke 17:11-19) and is reproduced here by permission of the author.
Missing Sunday Mass and compensating by going for a weekday Mass

http://www.askacatholic.com/_webpostings/answers/2000_11NOV/2000NovIsItStillAMortalSin.cfm
Q: Is it still a mortal sin to miss Sunday Mass? 

Can one go to a daily Mass to make up for it or must it be forgiven in Confession? Pam
A: Yes, it is a mortal sin to miss Sunday Mass, unless there are extraordinary circumstances, such as:

-being too sick to attend Mass 

-being hospitalized

-having a prolonged illness

Your pastor should be able to help you determine whether you have a good reason.

Sunday Mass is an obligation, not an option. It is the only day of the week that Our Lord Jesus asks us to renew our baptismal covenant with Him.

This is what is meant by the third commandment: Thou shall keep the Lord's Day holy. 

The Catechism says:

CCC 2177 "The Sunday celebration of the Lord's Day and his Eucharist is at the heart of the Church's life. 'Sunday is the day on which the paschal mystery is celebrated in light of the apostolic tradition and is to be observed as the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church.' [CIC, Canon 1246 # 1]

You asked:  Can one go to a daily Mass to make up for it or must it be forgiven in Confession?
No, it must be mentioned in Confession.

Daily Mass does not substitute for our Sunday obligation. For a week you missed going to Mass, you can still attend Mass next week, but if you haven't been able to get to Confession, you can't receive Holy Communion until you first get to Confession. This usually isn't a problem as Catholic parishes have Confessions every Saturday afternoon. Still, if you can't make it during the week or weekend, you can still go to Mass for the coming week, but because you aren't properly disposed to receive Holy Communion, you should just stay in the pew and pray during the distribution of Holy Communion. After Mass and after the parishioners have left, ask the priest if he can hear your small Confession.

My mini-sermonette:

I was visiting my teenage nephews one Saturday and somehow the topic of going to Mass came up.

One of them made the comment, "Mass is boring!"

I replied, "Sometimes it's boring to me too!"

He was a little surprised by my answer, but I elaborated that although the sermon a priest gives may be boring, the KEY reason I go, beside obeying the commandments of the Church, is to receive the Blessed Sacrament. It is through receiving the Blessed Sacrament that I will be able to make better moral decisions for the rest of the week.

Is your life chaotic and are you interested in making better moral decisions during the week?

Consider joining the Church ... today!! It's as simple as making an appointment with the pastor at your local Catholic parish!

Do you have a priest at your Church who gives boring sermons? Pray for him ... daily!! Mike
Is arriving late for Mass or leaving early a mortal sin?

http://www.askacatholic.com/_webpostings/answers/2005_05MAY-OCT/2005OctArrivingLateOrLeavingEarly.cfm 
May-October, 2005
Q: Is it a mortal sin if someone arrives late to Mass or leaves after Holy Communion? Rafael 
A: In a related question, I said this [See above, http://www.askacatholic.com/_webpostings/answers/2000_11NOV/2000NovIsItStillAMortalSin.cfm], but to answer your question, let's first remind ourselves what the Catechism states: 

RE: Criteria for a mortal sin from the Catechism: CCC 1857 — 1860
1857 For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must together be met: "Mortal sin is sin whose object is grave matter and which is also committed with full knowledge and deliberate consent." 

1858 Grave matter is specified by the Ten Commandments, corresponding to the answer of Jesus to the rich young man: "Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother." The gravity of sins is more or less great: murder is graver than theft. One must also take into account who is wronged: violence against parents is in itself graver than violence against a stranger.                                                    7.
1859 Mortal sin requires full knowledge and complete consent. It presupposes knowledge of the sinful character of the act, of its opposition to God’s law. It also implies a consent sufficiently deliberate to be a personal choice. Feigned ignorance and hardness of heart do not diminish, but rather increase, the voluntary character of a sin.

1860 Unintentional ignorance can diminish or even remove the imputably of a grave offense. But no one is deemed to be ignorant of the principles of the moral law, which are written in the conscience of every man. The prompting’s of feelings and passions can also diminish the voluntary and free character of the offense, as can external pressures or pathological disorders. Sin committed through malice, by deliberate choice of evil, is the gravest.

Whether one is living the single or family life, the answer to your question is No, because it is not grave matter. 

For the single individual, however, the culpable responsibility is higher, due to [his/her] state in life.  Most of the time, there is little to no reason for a single person not to show up for Holy Mass on time. As far as leaving at the appropriate time, there is little to no reason not to wait until the priest has gone to the back of the Church after the Mass has ended. 

Due to more complicated aspects of family life, e.g., children of various ages and other circumstances that can enter in, the culpable responsibility is lower. For example, a Father or Mother’s three year-old has to go potty.

Side note: I forgot where I heard this, but one of my close acquaintances with the Benedictines, where I received a lot of my spirituality, told me that as long as you make it to Mass before the first reading, it’s OK.

Leaving right after Holy Communion where we have just received the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus, Our Lord, it is extremely disrespectful, and shows others you may not believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Led by the Father or Mother of the family, all members should be encouraged to set some time aside, immediately after receiving the Eucharist, for a prayer of thanksgiving and prayer for help and assistance for the coming week.

If you don’t believe in the Eucharist, do you really believe you can call yourself a Catholic?

I’ve heard some of my Apologist-friends call, leaving Mass early, the Judas Shuffle, because Judas left the eleven immediately after the Last Supper.

Faith in the Eucharist is an ongoing challenge to the Catholic Christian. The world doesn’t understand it. We live in a world, preordained by the Lord, of the senses. Nevertheless, doctrines and dogmas of the Church are not believed with the senses, but with the intellect and faith. 
I believe a sad problem in our Church today is that many of our Holy Communion songs can be perceived as intellectually heretical. 

One example is a popular Communion song that is sung while receiving Blessed Sacrament. Most, if not all, of the lyrics are: Taste and See, Taste and See, the Goodness of the Lord.

What? The Eucharist has nothing to do with tasting, seeing or any of the five senses. It is despite our five sense of seeing, tasting, touching, smelling, or hearing, that we believe, with our intellect, the consecrated host is Jesus!, not because of the consecrated host’s taste, touch, smell, or appearance. 

I brought this issue up on the Liturgy commission I was participating on and within a few months they changed the words to:

Take and eat, take and eat, the Goodness of the Lord. 

For short, the Judas Shuffle is not recommended!! Mike 
Rafael’s question was specific, and the answer is No, not at all. 
It may be a venial sin, under some circumstances, to arrive late and leave early. Never could it be a mortal sin, as it is not grave matter. (Unless some poor scrupulous soul thought it was grave matter.) 
The old rule was: Arrive before the Gospel and leave after Communion, and you have “heard” a “whole” Mass. Another option was Offertory to “the end of the Mass”. 

Now that the Liturgy of the Word is re-emphasized, this theological opinion schema has more or less disappeared but I think it is useful for decisions about when, if one is late, out of negligence, one should stay for part of the next Mass. 

In Europe, it is easy, as one Mass follows the other right away. Here in the US, it is more problematic. 
Habitual and purposeful omission of the Liturgy of the Word, if one knows it is wrong, is sinful, to the degree that the person’s conscience believes it is sinful. Leaving after Communion is rude, but not seriously sinful. Mary Ann
The old rule of thumb was that if one had to arrive late, one should arrive before the priest began the Offertory Rite, and if one must leave early, one should stay at least until the priest’s Communion. Otherwise, one hasn’t fulfilled the Sunday obligation.   As a columnist for a Catholic magazine put it:

“Before Vatican II, moral theologians and canonists would talk about the three principal parts of Mass as the:

Offertory

Consecration, and 

Communion. 

If you missed any one of those parts, they wrote, you would not have fulfilled the obligation of hearing Mass.”
A bishop in Australia wrote a good answer about this below. Richard C
Questions Bishops are asked
By Bishop Kevin Manning, Catholic Outlook, August 2005 
Attendance at Sunday Mass 

Q: For reasons of respect, both for God and neighbor, I was always taught to be early for Mass and I have trained my children to do the same. However, latecomers to Mass have become a major irritant to me.

I feel I would be better off not going to Mass than to have antipathy towards them. And it always seems to be the same ones who come late. Surely, they are committing sin by their attitude to the Sunday obligation, if not from a lack of charity, at least disrespect to the Mass. Is their situation sinful?

A: I sense your frustration and would lose my reputation as a kind and gentle Bishop if I was to elaborate my own feelings towards those who insensitively come late to Mass and disturb the Christian assembly, without regard for God, or fellow worshipper. 
Taking part in Sunday Mass is not only an important obligation, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches (n. 1389), but first and foremost a profound need of every member of the faithful. Those who deliberately fail in the obligation, of course, commit a grave sin. However, we have to be careful in apportioning sin to their actions, for we rarely know their motivation or circumstances.

Firstly, it is important that they be at Mass. Pope John Paul II in his Apostolic Letter Dies Domini said: “It is crucially important that all the faithful should be convinced that they cannot live their faith or share fully in the life of the Christian community unless they take part regularly in the Sunday Eucharistic Assembly.” (n. 81)

The Second Vatican Council called the Sunday Mass the “summit and the font” from which we derive our strength to live our lives and make our world a better place.

I imagine if people had this understanding, this same sense of obligation and love of God, they would always be on time for Mass, participate as well as they could in the prayers and the hymns and would stay after Mass to make a good, sincere thanksgiving.

At the same time, they should be thinking about how they are going to pass on the “Good News” in the following week.

Because attendance at the Sunday Mass is so important for our spiritual good, I can only wonder why people would quibble whether it is an obligation or not.

However, is only for a very good reason that people would be excused from the Sunday obligation. It boils down to this: if you can attend Sunday Mass you must attend Sunday Mass. If you can’t, and you have a good reason, then you don’t have to do the impossible.

In the past there were distinctions made about being present for the Offertory, Consecration and Communion and if you were there for those three you satisfied the Sunday obligation.

Today, it is much more simple; you have an obligation to attend the Sunday Mass. If you want to start quibbling about being there for important parts, have a good talk to your Confessor – your soul needs it.

Some of the reasons that would excuse from the Sunday obligation are: sickness, distance, or having to care for the children. It is logical to assume that if any of those take away the obligation to attend Sunday Mass entirely, they would also be a legitimate reason for arriving late, or leaving early.

But, it does not mean that the same people are excused for coming late every Sunday, they might be obligated to do a course in child management.

To summarize: one day, we are all going to be judged and made to answer for our conduct. I imagine the question of Sunday Mass attendance would be less concerned with attendance, non-attendance, or lateness, than it will be whether we really believed, understood and loved the Eucharist to the point that we would never, in any way, show disrespect to this great Mystery.

Early Christian martyrs thought it important enough to die to ensure their attendance at Mass, far be it from us to use the excuse that we are tired, clock less, or unable to discipline children as a reason for non- or partial attendance at the Eucharistic Sacrifice.

I have a comment on this answer about arriving late for Mass. The Instruction Concerning Worship of the Eucharistic Mystery, Inaestimabile Donum, prepared by the Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments and Divine Worship; approved and confirmed by His Holiness Pope John Paul II, April 17, 1980 states:

a) The Mass 1. “Two parts which in a sense go to make up the Mass, namely the Liturgy of the Word and the Eucharistic liturgy, are so closely connected that they form but one single act of worship.”
This portion of the instruction references Vatican II: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium
No 56. A person should not approach the table of the bread of the Lord without having first been at the Table of his Word. 

If you don’t bother to get to Mass before the readings, you may not go to Holy Communion. These are the Pope’s words, not mine. If you cannot receive Communion, then there is more than venial sin involved. You cannot say, you have attended Mass if you miss the Liturgy of the Word. Missing Mass is a mortal sin. If you do miss Mass in this way, without a grave reason, you must attend another Mass. Denise
Thanks for replying and striving to keep the orthodoxy of our answers in check. I’ve sent your reply to the others that answered this question, along with some priest friends of mine.
I wouldn’t question any of the statements from Inaestimabile Donum nor Sacrosanctum Concilium that you have quoted. I agree with them. The original question was:

Is it a mortal sin if someone arrived late to Mass or leaves after Communion?

I laid out the criteria for mortal sin from the Catechism:
9.
CCC 1857 For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must together be met: “Mortal sin is sin whose object is grave matter and which is also committed with full knowledge and deliberate consent.”
I agree with what you said: Missing (Sunday) Mass is a mortal sin, but:

Was it done with full knowledge that missing the Mass is a mortal sin? 

Was it done with a deliberate consent of missing Holy Mass; and finally, 

Did the person know missing Mass was a grave matter?

Example, A family of four has issues that arise in the household five minutes before the start of Mass. They had the intent of going to Mass on time, but other family issues have arisen. If they arrive at the beginning or the middle of the readings, this is not a mortal sin; deliberate consent is missing.
You’ll probably reply: “Well, how late can they arrive?”
My answer: I’d say a prayerful discernment and honesty from the parents, the primary educators of their children, is needed so they can decide if they arrived early enough for the 9:00 am Mass, or if they are too late. If they believe they have arrived too late, they have to re-schedule the family to go to the 10:00 am or 11:00 am Sunday Mass on that same day. If a parent has an attitude to:

“Get this out of the way, so I can watch my Sunday football game.”
I believe that parent, like many of us in the Church, needs better catechesis. Our bodies, both men and women, were created to glorify God in the secular world for six days, and to give thanks on the seventh for what we were able to do on the previous six.
Side note: This question and answer applies to Sunday Mass only. My younger brother, Mark and 
I were brought up with an appreciation of going to daily Mass as well as Sunday Mass. Missing daily Mass is not a mortal sin, under any condition, unless it is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mike
I understand that under extreme circumstances that one is not under the pain of mortal sin if they are late for Mass. If you really stop and think about it though, most people could leave earlier and not be late at all unless they, ran out of gas, had a flat, etc. I bet most people aren’t late for a movie. Why? 

Because they leave in plenty of time to get there with the kids and get a good seat.   I just wanted to ensure all aspects of that question were covered for all visitors. Some people out there will put a spin on answers and find wiggle room to suit their fancy. I am glad I found your site. Denise
Michael. I just wanted to chime in on this one.

On occasion, a person might be delayed (for a number of reasons, even if regrettable) for Mass. 
I frankly cannot think of any good reason to leave Mass early, except for being very sick. So now the issue is:
Is the particular reason for being late, a real reason or not?
If one has not organized their time, well — that is not a good reason. A fire blocking a major thoroughfare on the way to church, exceptional traffic, or even hazardous weather (worse than one realized) could be.
My real point is that in cases like this, the questioner should be referred to their local parish priest and or confessor. They need guidance and training in a mature Catholic conscience. Fr. Francis
Denise, you said: If you really stop and think about it though, most people could leave earlier and not be late at all unless they ran out of gas, had a flat, etc. I bet most people aren’t late for a movie. Why? Because they leave in plenty of time to get there with the kids and get a good seat.

I don’t deny you have a point here. Nevertheless, we are a Church with different members who are at different levels of faith and maturity. If they are trying to be a holy person, and following the Church’s teachings, we should encourage their efforts. Mike
The Lord’s Day
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/creches-the-pope-s-way-saving-sundays 
By Catherine Smibert, December 7, 2006
December coincides with the anniversary of the promulgation of the Second Vatican Council constitution on the liturgy, “Sacrosanctum Concilium.” For the prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments, it is a month that sets the tone for the year ahead and allows for reflection on the year passed. Cardinal Francis Arinze shared how some occasions organized by his Vatican dicastery have been recalling significant themes with the aim of continuous formation in liturgical matters. Just last week the 74-year-old cardinal sponsored a study day held in Paul VI Hall which dealt with keeping Sundays sacred. The Pope’s considerations on the topic of Sunday Mass were central to the reflections of the international group. There was a special message from Benedict XVI as well as a presentation entitled “Sunday, a Feast of the Eucharist as Discovered through the Writings of Cardinal Ratzinger.” Cardinal Arinze said the general message from the meeting was that “Sunday is not a day for wholesale shopping but a day to give more attention to God and should be emphasized as such.” “Again we individuated the factors that attempt to take the place of the celebration of the Sunday Eucharist,” he added. “We want to clarify that Sunday is not merely a part of a weekend when we can do all those things we didn’t get around to doing during the week, such as sleep longer, go to the mountains, go swimming, go to the seaside.
10.

"There are others who go to watch or play sport, or have a 12-course lunch. … All these things are good, but they are not the point of the Lord's Day." Throughout its round-table discussion and question time, the group aimed to underline ways to re-energize the sanctification experience Sunday Mass can offer. "We recommend the faithful try some sacred readings following the Mass," said Cardinal Arinze. "Adoration time is good too, as is even meeting with other community members afterward. These actions can give more attention to God, thus contributing to the blessedness of this special day."
Cardinal Arinze said the main challenge facing his Vatican congregation is to encourage a spirit of prayer, which must grow out of faith. But he added that high-quality liturgies were the secret -- perhaps trying an occasional Latin hymn or prayer as a finishing touch.
In fact, "Language in the Roman Rite Liturgy -- Latin and the Vernacular" was the theme of a speech he gave recently at another study day, this time held in the Archdiocese of St. Louis, in the United States, from where he had just returned.
"Of course it's important to clarify," the cardinal began, "that originally it was really Greek that was used in Rome for the first two centuries. Latin gradually became the language of the Roman rite only in the third and fourth centuries."
Here, Cardinal Arinze recalled the many other rites within the Catholic Church which use different languages. But he returns to focus on why the Roman rite adopted Latin as its language. "Latin gives a type of stability," the cardinal noted. "It doesn't change like other modern spoken languages; […] take the word 'propaganda' for instance."
The Church prefers to make concepts very clear, he continued. "It's a concise and noble language and, moreover, it's a universal language of the Church" that can cross cultural boundaries.
This is a theme close to home throughout these days as the Vox Clara Committee convenes in the offices of the Congregation for Divine Worship. The committee advises the Vatican's liturgical agency on English translations.
"Though the Second Vatican Council did not put Latin aside at all … the vernacular is here to stay," commented Cardinal Arinze. "And the Church doesn't regret the introduction of local languages at all." It is crucial that the translations are well monitored by local bishops and that the texts are brought by the prelates to the Congregation for Divine Worship for the seal of approval in the name of the Pope. No one should make his own translations because the liturgy is the whole Church praying with Christ at the head, the cardinal explained. "Nobody should smuggle in individual words or choices, let alone ideologies, and try to make them a part of the language of the Church."
Nevertheless, Cardinal Arinze believes it would be ideal for parish life if, from time to time, the faithful had a Mass in Latin. Or at least a few songs or chants.
"We can consider Gregorian music -- it's like half meditation, part love of God and part mystical absorption in God," he said, "But how can we think of it without Latin?"
His advice is for bigger churches in a diocese to include a few Latin songs throughout their liturgical celebration: "One of these could at least include the Gloria, Sanctus, or the Credo and then give the people the choice."
"That way," the cardinal continued, "we can guarantee that we're using those same words that were uttered by St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas or St. Teresa of Avila. The Church didn't begin yesterday and it's not an affair of one country or one village. We thank God we're in a universal Church and thank God for the gift of the liturgy and the option of using the Latin language during it." 

Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Sacramentum Caritatis

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20070222_sacramentum-caritatis_en.html
Benedict XVI on "The Eucharist as the Source and Summit of the Church’s Life and Mission", February 22, 2007 EXTRACT
Living the Sunday obligation

73. Conscious of this new vital principle which the Eucharist imparts to the Christian, the Synod Fathers reaffirmed the importance of the Sunday obligation for all the faithful, viewing it as a wellspring of authentic freedom enabling them to live each day in accordance with what they celebrated on "the Lord's Day." The life of faith is endangered when we lose the desire to share in the celebration of the Eucharist and its commemoration of the paschal victory. Participating in the Sunday liturgical assembly with all our brothers and sisters, with whom we form one body in Jesus Christ, is demanded by our Christian conscience and at the same time it forms that conscience. To lose a sense of Sunday as the Lord's Day, a day to be sanctified, is symptomatic of the loss of an authentic sense of Christian freedom, the freedom of the children of God. (206) Here some observations made by my venerable predecessor John Paul II in his Apostolic Letter Dies Domini (207) continue to have great value. Speaking of the various dimensions of the Christian celebration of Sunday, he said that it is Dies Domini with regard to the work of creation, Dies Christi as the day of the new creation and the Risen Lord's gift of the Holy Spirit, Dies Ecclesiae as the day on which the Christian community gathers for the celebration, and Dies hominis as the day of joy, rest and fraternal charity.
Sunday thus appears as the primordial holy day, when all believers, wherever they are found, can become heralds and guardians of the true meaning of time. It gives rise to the Christian meaning of life and a new way of experiencing time, relationships, work, life and death. On the Lord's Day, then, it is fitting that Church groups should organize, around Sunday Mass, the activities of the Christian community: social gatherings, programmes for the faith formation of children, young people and adults, pilgrimages, charitable works, and different moments of prayer. For the sake of these important values – while recognizing that Saturday evening, beginning with First Vespers, is already a part of Sunday and a time when the Sunday obligation can be fulfilled – we need to remember that it is Sunday itself that is meant to be kept holy, lest it end up as a day "empty of God." (208)
11.
The meaning of rest and of work

74. Finally, it is particularly urgent nowadays to remember that the day of the Lord is also a day of rest from work. It is greatly to be hoped that this fact will also be recognized by civil society, so that individuals can be permitted to refrain from work without being penalized. Christians, not without reference to the meaning of the Sabbath in the Jewish tradition, have seen in the Lord's Day a day of rest from their daily exertions. This is highly significant, for it relativizes work and directs it to the person: work is for man and not man for work. It is easy to see how this actually protects men and women, emancipating them from a possible form of enslavement. As I have had occasion to say, "Work is of fundamental importance to the fulfilment of the human being and to the development of society. Thus, it must always be organized and carried out with full respect for human dignity and must always serve the common good. At the same time, it is indispensable that people not allow themselves to be enslaved by work or to idolize it, claiming to find in it the ultimate and definitive meaning of life." (209) It is on the day consecrated to God that men and women come to understand the meaning of their lives and also of their work. (210)
Benedict seeks return to Catholic "classics" 
http://www.cathnews.com/news/703/75.php
March 14, 2007 EXTRACT
In a major document on the Eucharist released overnight, Pope Benedict has called for a renewed emphasis on the Latin Mass, Gregorian chant and classical church art as well as insisting on the obligatory "witness of virginity" in the Latin Church. Summing up the results of the October 2005 Synod of Bishops on the Eucharist in an Apostolic Exhortation, "Sacramentum Caritatis",..
Keep holy the Lord's Day
The pontiff also warned that Catholics should not be slaves to work. Civil society needed to recognise that Sunday was the Lord's day and should be a day of rest from work, the pope said. "It is indispensable that people not allow themselves to be enslaved by work or idolise it, claiming to find in it the ultimate and definitive meaning of life," the Pope said.
SOURCE Vatican releases "Sacramentum Caritatis" with press conference (Catholic News Agency, 13/3/07) 
Pope issues strict rules on the Eucharist, brings back Latin Mass (Monsters and Critics, 13/3/07) 
LINKS Sacramentum Caritatis 


Mixed reaction to Benedict's exhortation 
http://www.cathnews.com/news/703/84.php
March 15, 2007
Strictures in Pope Benedict's back to basics apostolic exhortation would only be observed when the bishop visits, a Melbourne priest has said while others have welcomed Benedict's criticisms of "trashy" modern liturgical music. Melbourne archdiocese chaplain for the traditional Latin liturgy, Fr Glen Tattersall, told the Age that the Pope was concerned not to let the Mass imitate forms from secular culture. Instead, he wanted the liturgy to be closer to the Latin liturgy. "Benedict has very strong ideas about music. He thinks most modern so-called liturgical music is pretty trashy," Fr Tattersall said.
But a Melbourne priest described by the Age as "liberal" said the strictures would be observed "only when the bishop comes to our church". Hobart Archbishop Adrian Doyle, who attended the 2005 bishops' synod on which the exhortation is based, highlighted Pope Benedict's warning that society risks being enslaved to work and his defence of Sunday as a day of rest. The day of rest was a concept that belonged to many faiths - for Jews it was Saturday, for Muslims Friday, Archbishop Doyle said. "The church preserved the day of rest when it was seriously in jeopardy because of people's powerlessness. We have lost that concept, and a great treasure in doing so," he said. 
SOURCE Reclaim the day of rest, Pope urges (The Age, 15/3/07) 


Sunday Mass Is a Necessity, Says Pontiff Adds That It's Not Just a Rule

http://www.zenit.org/article-20457?l=english 
VIENNA, Austria, September 9, 2007, (Zenit.org) Going to Sunday Mass is not just a rule to follow, but rather an "inner necessity," says Benedict XVI. The Pope said this today during the Mass he celebrated at St. Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna, on the last day of his three-day apostolic trip to Austria…
The Holy Father's homily centered on the mantra of the early Christian martyrs of Abitene: "Without Sunday we cannot live." The Pontiff said: "Sunday has been transformed in our Western societies into the weekend, into leisure time.
"Leisure time is certainly something good and necessary, especially amid the mad rush of the modern world. Yet if leisure time lacks an inner focus, an overall sense of direction, then ultimately it becomes wasted time that neither strengthens nor builds us up. "Free time requires a focus -- the encounter with him who is our origin and goal."
In the opening greeting, Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, archbishop of Vienna, explained that there had been a movement in Austria to defend "Sunday from tendencies to empty this day of its meaning." Recalling the example of the early Christians, Benedict XVI explained that for them Sunday Mass was not a "precept," but rather "an inner necessity."
"Does this attitude of the Christians of that time apply also to us who are Christians today?" the Pope asked.
The Holy Father answered: "Yes, it does, we too need a relationship that sustains us, that gives direction and content to our lives. "We too need access to the Risen One, who sustains us through and beyond death. We need this encounter which brings us together, which gives us space for freedom, which lets us see beyond the bustle of everyday life to God's creative love, from which we come and toward which we are traveling."

But Sunday, said the Pontiff, also calls to mind the "the day of the dawning of creation." He said: "Therefore Sunday is also the Church's weekly feast of creation -- the feast of thanksgiving and joy over God's creation. At a time when creation seems to be endangered in so many ways through human activity, we should consciously advert to this dimension of Sunday too." 

The Pope is making a very important point here. Though at the surface this may be a teaching on third Commandment, i.e., to keep Holy the Lord's Day, the Pope is going deep to drive home a lesson on Christian morality.
In recent years, Pope John Paul II detected a very dangerous trend, especially in theological circles, "which questions the intrinsic and unbreakable bond between faith and morality, as if membership in the Church and her internal unity were to be decided on the basis of faith alone, while in the sphere of morality a pluralism of opinions and of kinds of behaviour could be tolerated, these being left to the judgment of the individual subjective conscience or to the diversity of social and cultural contexts." (Pope John Paul II, Veritatis Splendor, 4).
Such an understanding treats faith and morality as if they were mutually independent. There are many problems with this understanding. First of all, it reduces morality merely to an observance of rules and commandments without an intrinsic link with faith. For example, after attending Sunday Mass one could feel that there is nothing more to a Sunday observance since he/she has fulfilled the precept. On the other hand, one could make morality a private matter, for example, by saying, 'I am Catholic but whether I use contraception or not is my business'. This is the attitude of those who always retort by saying 'The Church has no authority to interfere in one's private life.' Such a morality divorced from faith is very subjective and one often justifies by saying, 'I live according to my conscience' when in reality the person may be resisting the light of universal truth.
This unity between faith and morals is what the Pope is trying to restore when he says that the Christian observance of Sunday is "not just a rule to follow, but rather an 'inner necessity'". He is by no means diminishing its binding character but he is trying to lift its observance to the higher motive of having "access to the Risen One, who sustains us through and beyond death. We need this encounter which brings us together, which gives us space for freedom, which lets us see beyond the bustle of everyday life to God's creative love, from which we come and toward which we are traveling."
Yesterday many would have missed Sunday Mass because the previous day, Saturday, they celebrated Monti Fest and it felt like a Sunday. They could have easily forgotten their Sunday obligation the next day. Yet many of them would not feel much guilt since the peculiarity of this commandment unlike the others is that it is not based directly on natural law. One who commits murder feels guilty because he has taken away someone's life and no one has the right to take another's life. But one who misses a Sunday Mass occasionally or frequently does not seem have committed a crime. Yet St. James awakens their conscience saying, "Whoever breaks one commandment is guilty of breaking them all." (James 2:10, TEV)
The Catechism of the Council of Trent is much more forceful in calling the neglect of the Lord's Day "a great crime". It warned: "But those who altogether neglect its (i.e., the Lord's Day) fulfilment resists God and His Church; they heed not God's command, and are enemies of Him and His holy laws, of which the easiness of the command is itself a proof... In order, therefore, to avoid offending God in this way, we should frequently ponder this word: Remember, and should place before our minds the important advantages and blessings which, as we have already seen, flow from the religious observance of holydays, and also numerous other considerations of the same tendency, which the good and zealous pastor should develop at considerable length to his people as circumstances may require."
But in observing the Lord's Day positively and with a proper understanding, we must learn to say with the early Christian martyrs of Abitene: "Sine dominico non possumus!" ("Without Sunday we cannot live")- Austine Crasta, moderator, Konkani Catholics KonkaniCatholics@yahoogroups.com digest no. 1203, September 10, 2007

German Christians campaign against Sunday shopping
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/695209781/German-Christians-campaign-against-Sunday-shopping.html?pg=all
September 12, 2007 (CWNews.com) 
Christian churches in Germany have organized a campaign against Sunday shopping, using the slogan "Thank God we have Sunday." Organizers of the campaign have prepared posters and brochures for parishes as well as a Web site explaining the meaning of Sunday for the spiritual life of Christians. Catholic participants in the campaign have collected 365,000 signatures on a petition opposing Sunday shopping. The head of Germany's Lutheran Church, Bishop Wolfgang Huber, commented, "Sunday shopping reduces man to the role of the consumer."
Arriving after the Gospel – No Communion
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/arriving-after-the-gospel-no-communion 
ROME, October 23, 2007 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara…
Q: My parish priest made a regulation that anyone who arrives in Mass after the Gospel is not allowed to take Communion. According to him, the reason is that Jesus is "the Word made flesh." Therefore we must recognize Jesus in the Word before we recognize him in Holy Communion. Another priest, who is a professor of liturgy, has another opinion. He said that people who arrive late in Mass with a valid reason (for example, an unusual traffic jam, attending sick children, etc.) should not be denied Communion. Could you please give a clarification on this matter? -- B.E., Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

A: We dealt with the question of late arrivals at Mass in one of our first columns, on Nov. 4 and Nov. 18, in 2003.
Then as now, I would agree more with the second priest: that someone who arrives late out of no fault of their own should not be denied Communion.
I also consider it unwise to set any barrier point; I continue to insist that the faithful should assist at the whole Mass.    13.
It is quite possible that some members of the faithful could begin to see the Gospel as the cutoff moment and feel comfortable in habitually arriving for the second reading, thus assuring that the Mass is “valid.”
It is true that the Mass is a whole and that we must first recognize Jesus in the Word before we recognize him in the Eucharist. But this would include the entire Liturgy of the Word and not just the Gospel.
Also, while there is some certain logic in choosing the Gospel as such a moment, the reasons given are not sufficiently well grounded from the theological, canonical and moral standpoints to support such a blanket impediment to receiving Communion.
The pastor has a duty to direct and inform the consciences of the faithful entrusted to him. And while I disagree with his suggesting the Gospel as a demarcation point for receiving Communion, it is at least clear that he his trying to perform his sacred duty.
Therefore, the onus of the decision whether or not to receive Communion, in this particular case of a late arrival, falls primarily upon the individual Catholic rather than upon the pastor who can hardly be expected to be attentive to every late arrival.
It is therefore incumbent on those arriving late to examine their conscience as to the reason behind their tardiness. If the reason is neglect or laziness, then they would do better attending another full Mass if this is possible. Even those who blamelessly arrive late should prefer to assist at a full Mass although they would be less bound to do so in conscience.
At the same time, there are some objective elements to be taken into account besides the reason for lateness. Someone who arrives after the consecration has not attended Mass, no matter what the reason for his belatedness. Such a person should not receive Communion, and if it is a Sunday, has the obligation to attend another Mass.
It is true that Communion may be received outside of Mass, so Mass is not an essential prerequisite for receiving Communion. This would not, however, justify arriving just in time for Communion at a weekday Mass, as all of the rites for receiving Communion outside of Mass include a Liturgy of the Word and one should attend the entire rite.

Follow-up: Arriving after the Gospel – No Communion
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/readings-on-a-feast-of-the-lord
ROME, November 6, 2007 (Zenit.org) Answered by Father Edward McNamara*…
With respect to our piece on arriving late for Mass (Oct. 23) several readers pointed out opinions stating that one fulfilled the obligation if one arrived before the offertory.
These opinions were generally written before the Second Vatican Council and reflected the liturgical situation and canonical thought of the times. Back then, the first parts of the Mass were frequently referred to using expressions such as “pre-Mass” or “Mass of the catechumens.”
Likewise the obligation to assist at Mass was frequently couched in strictly juridical terms and under pain of mortal sin which naturally led to questions as to the legal extent of the obligation.
I believe that the opinion that the offertory is a cut-off point is no longer valid.
First of all, while the obligation remains in force, canon law no longer explicitly obliges under pain of mortal sin. This does not mean that deliberately or negligently missing Mass is no longer a mortal sin; it is, but not in virtue of a canonical stricture.
In large part this is because one of the criteria in reforming the Code of Canon Law was to remove the obligation under pain of mortal sin from ecclesiastical precepts. Any sinfulness involved would depend on the circumstances and attitude toward God’s will of the person who failed to fulfill the obligation.
Second, one of the most important aspects of the liturgical reform was to revaluate the Mass as a single act of worship, which must be attended in its entirety in order to be true to its nature.
This moving away from the juridical focus of the obligation and the stress on the wholeness of the Mass is why one is unlikely to ever find any official view suggesting arriving at the offertory, or any other moment of the Mass, as sufficient to fulfill the Sunday obligation.
Rather, each person must examine the causes of his lateness and act in good conscience out of love of God and fidelity to his will.
In this context, when I mentioned in my earlier column that a person who arrived after the consecration should not receive Communion, it was not to suggest that the consecration is a cut-off point. Rather, it simply suggested that missing the consecration is practically equivalent to missing Mass and not just arriving late.
The reason for refraining from Communion at this stage is out of respect for the Eucharist. That sacrament should be received after a proper spiritual preparation according to the mind of the Church.
Thus, I believe that a person finding himself in this situation through no fault of his own, and with no possibility of attending a later Mass, should rather prefer to wait till Mass is over and ask the priest to administer Communion outside of Mass according to the approved rites.
Of course, there might be special exceptions even to this. It is impossible to foresee all possible situations. I believe, however, that we should insist on proper reverence in administrating Holy Communion according to the Church’s mind and rites, and always strive to give the Eucharistic Lord all the love and respect that he deserves. *See pages 1/2, 3/4, 28
Being late for mass
http://en.allexperts.com/q/Catholics-955/late-mass.htm 
By Fr. Timothy Johnson, 16 December 2007
Q: Often I have noticed quite a few people coming late for Mass, anywhere from right after the procession to when people are going up to receive communion. What is the church’s teaching on how late can you be and still fulfill the Sunday obligation? Dan  
A: I have read in older moral manuals that the “obligation” is fulfilled by being present from the Offertory until the Priest’s Communion.  I do not believe that the “legality” of that requirement has changed; however, I do note that an emphasis is put in more recent pastoral works to move beyond a mere sense of obligation to the response of a deep love and devotion to God that would entail an individual do everything reasonable to be present for the entire Mass.
I am certain that people will always be late, just as much as the poor will be always with us.
But I have to say that any person coming as late as you describe, even coming in while others are going up to receive Holy Communion, seems quite unreasonable as a common and habitual practice.
I am sure it is safe to say that the obligation is fulfilled by being present from the Offertory until the Priest’s Communion; but one is failing in something serious when he or she would treat even this “legality” as their common and habitual practice. I just don’t see any deep devotion of love of God in such an attitude.
Irish Bishops: Help Youth Get to Mass – In Appeal to Parents, Coaches, Employers
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/irish-bishops-help-youth-get-to-mass 
MAYNOOTH, Ireland, March 12, 2008 (Zenit.org) The bishops of Ireland are asking parents, coaches and employers to work together in helping young people get to Mass on Sunday. The prelates said this Tuesday in a statement released during the March general meeting of the Irish episcopal conference in Maynooth, which ended today.
In the statement the bishops urge adults “to respect the spiritual needs of children and adolescents, particularly as these relate to family life and religious practice on Sundays, and to refrain from organizing events that clash with Sunday morning religious services.” “Ever since the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Sunday has held a special place in the weekly lives of His followers,” said the prelates. “It is a day different in character to the other six days of the week, a day when we set aside all non-essential work.” The note said that until recent times, Sundays were dedicated to a balance of activities devoted to “family, to religious practices, visiting the sick and the elderly and to leisure and recreational pastimes.”
But due to the increasing trend of scheduling sporting events and young part time workers on Sunday morning, the balance has been lost. 
“We wish to draw the attention of all parents and guardians to the conflict of interests this scheduling can cause for children and teenager,” said the bishops. “We wish also to bring this conflict of interests to the attention of officials and coaches, whom we recognize as persons of generosity and goodwill.”
The prelates noted that a young person, afraid of missing a game or practice for fear of losing their place on a team, could “lose the habit of going to Sunday Mass,” especially when a conflict occurs on a regular basis.
“Catholic parents and guardians too can lose sight of their responsibility of attending Sunday Mass because they may need to travel with young people to events or attend to support them,” the statement said.
Regarding young people who work, the bishops mentioned concern for those who are scheduled to work on both Saturday evening and Sunday morning, “without being given time off to attend either a Vigil or a morning Mass.”
The bishops added, “We appeal to employers to ensure that their young part time employees are afforded time to go to church at weekends.”
No Sunday morning sport says Irish bishops 
http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=6211
SOURCE Clergy’s plea to pray, not play (Independent 12/03/08)

The Irish Catholic bishops have called for an end to sports matches and training on Sunday mornings in a bid to make the Sabbath sacred again. The Independent reports the Bishops were concerned that religious worship was being neglected, because young people are afraid to miss their sporting pursuits. The bishops want to see players, officials and coaches at Mass instead. “Dedicated young sports people can be afraid to miss a training session or a game, for fear they will lose their place on the team,” the bishops said in a statement. “When practice sessions or competitions occur repeatedly on Sunday mornings, then a young participant can lose the habit of going to Sunday Mass.” 
A spokesman said that the bishops hope their new campaign “to keep Sunday morning as a sacred time” will receive a positive response. But the Irish Rugby Football Union and the GAA both rejected the appeal as logistically impractical. The Football Association of Ireland did not respond to the bishops’ plea. The bishops also warned Catholic parents and guardians that they may lose sight of their responsibility of attending Sunday Mass because they need to travel with young people to events.
In their statement, the bishops also expressed concerns about young people in part-time weekend jobs who have to work both Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings, without time off to attend either a Vigil or a morning Mass. 

Mass: Arriving late, leaving early

http://www.helium.com/items/940902-getting-to-church-on-time
By Effie Moore Salem, March 20, 2008
15.
When going to Sunday church services – Catholic Church services or any other church service – only because it is an obligation is a very poor excuse for going there at all. That is essentially what those who rush in look around to see and to be seen, are doing; they are fulfilling an obligation out of a sense of guilt.

They would probably get more benefit out of staying home and getting some much needed sleep. In that way their soul may not get doctored, but their bodies sure would. Arriving late sometimes is excusable but not when the same people do it every week. It is a little harder to make excuses for those who leave early, however. They have just received communion and they don’t have enough respect for the body of Christ to wait at least until the altar procession is out the door.

But then who am I to judge? I get there early, I leave at the appropriate time and am I there one hundred percent all the time? No. My mind often wanders and I find myself thinking thoughts of things other than what one ordinarily likes to think of while in church. But being in church gives me enough perspective to at least try to stay focused.

What matters in the long haul is not the amount of time one spends in church but the quality of the time there. When one is fully aware of what is taking place and attempts to get as much out of it as possible they are far superior to those who take longer but are only stretching their boredom out. In other words, a heartfelt union with one’s God is better when one is totally there than if a whole day was spent day-dreaming of being elsewhere.

The lesson in this topic is not exactly clear. Is it respect for God, doing one’s duty by going to church, obeying the rules of society by observing the rules of etiquette; or is it judge not be ye judged. I favor the last one. It at least gets me off the hook for being judgmental.

The first, respect for God and wanting to do what pleases Him should be the first priority for doing anything, even getting out of bed in the morning and up and out and doing His work. That’s the gold standard of religious practice. Yet is it feasible? Is it being practices? In my case, sometimes, sometimes not. I cannot speak for others.

Obeying the rules of society by getting to the church on time and staying until it is respectful to leave, is probably what guides most. It is important not to be seen being unseemly. But what do I know? Absolutely nothing, I am far too busy with my own thoughts of elsewhere to bother much about who is doing what. Therefore, I have little choice but to opt for the latter, judge not, be ye judged.

Mass: Arriving late, leaving early
http://www.helium.com/items/942337-mass-arriving-late-leaving-early 
By Carrie Monroe, March 21, 2008
It happens to everyone. You try your best to get to Mass on time but something happens. The kids don’t get ready fast enough, the Sunday paper is too distracting and before you know it you are going to be late. Then there is the other side where you are sitting at Mass watching your watch thinking about all the things you have to get done and wondering if you should sneak out after Communion.
Depending on the size of your church a late arrival or early departure can be very distracting or it can go pretty much unnoticed in a larger church. But you may miss a part of the message or cause others around you to miss part of the message when you leave your seat.

While being late may not be a sin it can also be rude to the priest, readers or speakers. Put yourself in their shoes. If you were doing the greeting, a reading or had prepared a message chances are that you would want as little distraction as possible. When someone is greeting, reading or speaking chances are that they have worked hard to prepare what they are saying and they want people to listen and not be looking for their seat.

If you find yourself running late one thing to do is consider going to a later Mass. If that is not possible there are ways to minimize distraction when going to Mass late. If there are multiple entrances to your church try to chose the least distracting entrance and sit near the back when you arrive.

Arriving late sometimes can’t be avoided but if you find that arriving late to Mass is becoming a habit, then look at what you can do to get to church on time. Set your alarm earlier. Pick children’s clothes the night before. Try to get to bed early on Saturday night. Leave for church a little earlier.

I see a lot of people slipping out of church early. This is usually done after Communion. A person simply goes up for Communion and instead of returning to their seat they leave. I’m sure that there are many reasons for this including getting out before traffic and a long to-do list on the weekends.

Leaving early may not be as distracting as arriving late. I prefer to return to my seat and use the remainder of Communion time to reflect on God. If there is a song playing then I sing or just listen to the music that has been prepared. After Communion there is usually a closing prayer and I like to stay for that.

Leaving early may be more accepted but I think that people should stay until the end. Every week the priest and musicians work hard to prepare a Mass. Staying that extra few minutes gives the chance to hear all that they have prepared and it gives a few more minutes to reflect on God before returning to our busy lives.

Mass: Arriving late, leaving early

http://www.helium.com/items/943416-mass-ettiquette  
By Carol Gioia, March 22, 2008
Attending Mass on Sunday can be equated with going to visit a dear friend. You would not want to be disrespectful or discourteous to your friend by arriving later than the designated time or leaving abruptly before the appropriate ending to the visit. When you attend Mass, you are a guest in God’s house and there is a specified beginning and ending to the visit.
As with all life events, however, there are often extenuating circumstances which interfere with the desire to behave in the most courteous manner.

For example, an individual with small children might find it a challenge to get to Mass at all, never mind getting there on time. Accompanying an elderly relative to church might present another challenging situation. By the time the car is parked and your elderly loved one is transferred to a wheelchair and into the church, mass could have already begun.

An individual with diabetes or some other chronic illness might experience physical stress due to the medical condition and necessitate a rush out the door before the conclusion of the Mass.

These are just some examples of why individuals might arrive late or leave early from mass. They are reason enough to give others a wide berth and not judge their erratic comings and goings.  Simply assume that they want to be there and, despite extenuating circumstances, are doing their best to follow protocol.

Even if individuals are rushing off to attend a sport event, or simply want to be the first vehicle out of the parking lot, an all-loving God might tolerate their weakness and be more impressed with their attendance than the length of time spent.

There are ways to mitigate the distraction to others in the event one arrives late to mass, or feels the need to leave early:

- Stand at the back of the church until an usher indicates an appropriate time to be seated.

- Find a seat as close to the back as possible.

- Quietly apologize to those seated in close proximity for the distraction.

- In the event it is necessary to leave before the conclusion of the mass, the best time would be right after the last blessing and before the priest makes his exit march up the center aisle.

- If one knows in advance leaving early is a possibility, it is wise to choose a seat on the side and in the rear for the least distraction to others.

The Mass is made up of four distinct segments:

The introduction rites – greeting, opening song and prayers

Liturgy of the Word – biblical readings, gospel and sermon

Liturgy of the Eucharist – offertory, consecration and communion

Concluding rites – closing prayers, final blessing and ending song

As with all planned events, each segment of the Mass is specially planned and each has it’s own merits to appreciate. You go to Mass to renew your spirit and pray for strength to face and overcome whatever challenges the new week might present. Taking part in all the components of the Mass will afford the most spiritual fulfillment.

The ideal is to arrive at the church before the beginning of the Mass and to leave after the conclusion, but in the event this is not possible for whatever reason, rest assured intention and attendance take precedence over duration of time.

It can be said that God is happy to see you in His house and like a good friend He does not put stipulations on the length of your visits.

Mass: Arriving late, leaving early

http://www.helium.com/items/946502-mass-arriving-late-leaving-early    
By M.C. Williams, March 24, 2008
I was raised in what I viewed as a typical Catholic family. Our mother got all four of us dressed in our Sunday best and our father would sit at home watching a ballgame. I remember thinking I couldn’t wait until the day I didn’t have to get up and go because I would be grown and I would be able to skip it like he did.

When that day did finally happen I found I was a late arrival and early leaver, because I was not about to get stuck while everyone was leaving at the same time. Now it wasn’t like I had anywhere special to go, just back to my small apartment and to the couch and put on a favorite Sunday movie I could watch and hopefully nod off during. It was a short lived ritual of mine.

I always refereed to the feelings I got later as ‘Catholic guilt’, you know what I’m talking about if you were raised by a Catholic mother, and your mother inflicted it on you too so no scoffing at me. She’d call and I’d tell her I was working all the time and then the “So did you bother to go to church?” question would come at me. I would try and lie but the truth would come out of me and the guilt would set in after my mother sighing and mumbling. She would never be mean just disappointed, and no one wants a Catholic mother to be disappointed in them, I mean no body.

I finally decided I owed it to the congregation to be on time and if I couldn’t I would go into the back room where all the fussing babies and children that couldn’t sit still were kept. Trust me, if you don’t have a child in that room they can be trying on the nerves. I spent a few Sunday’s in that room and I found a way to get to mass on time. I’m not saying anything bad about the people in that room, but there is a reason why they built those soundproof rooms in every church.

I guess what I’m trying to say is an effort should be made to be on time and the least you can do (and me) is to wait until the service is completed. To me it is a lot about respect. Respect the church, yourself and the faith. It is only one hour out of seven days (168 hours), does the church really ask that much from us?

One other tip, find a priest you can listen to. I think when you have a priest that you don’t follow and you only go through the motions that are a Catholic mass then you are selling yourself short. Make an effort to meet the priests and be involved and it will make listening on Sunday more interesting.

Church teachings vs. matters of opinion 

http://www.catholicculture.org/news/features/index.cfm?recnum=57781 
By Phil Lawler special to CWNews.com, April 11, 2008

On Easter Sunday, Bishop Robert Hennessey, a Boston auxiliary, celebrated Mass at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish. That was significant – indeed the bishop’s presence prompted a prominent headline story in the Boston Globe – because officially that parish has been closed since 2004. 
Some parishioners at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel have actively resisted the decision of the Boston archdiocese to shut down their church. Every Sunday they gather there for a prayer service. But no priest is assigned to the parish; that weekly service is not a Mass. Unless they are attending Sunday Mass elsewhere, then, the defiant parishioners holding these prayer vigils are violating a solemn precept of the Church. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (#2181) confirms the traditional teaching – not changed by Vatican II, as many Catholics mistakenly believe – that attendance at Sunday Mass is a serious obligation, and those “who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin.” 
During his visit to the East Boston parish, Bishop Hennessey explained that his presence was an indication of pastoral concern. He made that concern evident when he admonished them: 
It is my firm belief that what happens here on most Sundays is not a good thing, that it could even put your souls in peril. I’m here as your bishop to remind you of that.
Perhaps the wording could have been better. The bishop’s warning was based not merely on “my firm belief” but on the age-old and unchanging teaching of the universal Church. Still one can only admire Bishop Hennessey for voicing that message. He was fulfilling his role as a shepherd, bringing some corrective guidance to bear on a flock that had apparently gone astray. 
And what sort of response did the bishop’s warning elicit? The Globe report cited one parishioner who “shook his head. ‘I don’t agree with that,’ he said.” Another sniffed that the bishop was “trying to scare us away,” while yet another dismissed his warning as a matter of “politics.” 
Maybe the Globe reporter selected quotes only from those parishioners who expressed skepticism about the bishop’s message. But I suspect the newspaper’s story is an accurate portrayal of the reaction from that unusual congregation. The people of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish heard the bishop’s words, weighed those words, and found them wanting. In fact:
“What he said was just his personal opinion,” said Rita Grillo, 42, who lives across the street and has attended the church for 38 years. Now I wonder: In those 38 years, how often had Rita Grillo heard a priest defend the authority of Church teaching, and explain that some questions of faith and morals are not merely matters of personal opinion? For that matter, how many American Catholics recognize that the authority of Catholic doctrine is based on the teaching of Jesus Christ, and its accuracy is guaranteed by the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 
Bishop Hennessey visited Our Lady of Mt. Carmel as a successor to the apostles. His message, in essence, was that the Lord Jesus expects them to attend Sunday Mass. The parishioners were delighted by his presence, the Globe relates; they recognized the bishop as a legitimate representative of the Boston archdiocese. But they did not recognize him as a teacher of divine truth. 
There are, of course, many Christians who do not recognize the authority of Catholic bishops to convey Christ’s teaching authoritatively. Ordinarily these people are called Protestants. Over the course of the past generation, unfortunately, Americans have come to accept, almost reflexively, the stand taken by “cafeteria Catholics,” who honor only those Church teachings with which they happen to agree. 
That attitude is not genuinely Catholic. It is not even logically tenable. If Church teaching is sometimes right and sometimes wrong, then the Church is a corruptible human enterprise. But the Church claims to be a divine institution. If you cannot accept that claim, you cannot profess the Catholic faith. 
To embrace the authority of the Church requires an act of assent, a submission of the will, which can only be made when we are confident that the Church was founded, and her authority ensured, by the Incarnate God. Maybe the gift of faith is more precious and less common than we realize.

Tips for the Sabbath and long life 

http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=8132
July 15, 2008 EXTRACT
Today we are considerably more casual and careless about observing the Sabbath and we are poorer, both religiously and humanly, because of this. Much of our tiredness and sense of being over-burdened comes from not having a regular Sabbath in our lives. 

Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. Until recently it was clearer that this is a commandment, not simply a lifestyle suggestion. Sabbath, until recent generations, was a day where ordinary life and ordinary activity were supplanted by different sense of time and activity. Fr Ron Rolheiser, ronrolheiser.com 

Leaving right after Communion

http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/leaving-right-after-communion
ROME, July 21, 2008 (Zenit.org) Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara…
Q: Unfortunately some in the parish have developed the poor habit of leaving Mass immediately after Communion. I estimate around 30%, or approximately 225 people, leave early. Our church holds 750, so the disappearance is definitely noticeable. Could you provide a theological discourse on why this is not appropriate behavior? – D.S., Port Charlotte, Florida

A: This is a perennial problem, but one which must be faced with patience, insisting, as St. Paul would say, “Opportune et inopportune” (in season and out of season), until the message reaches home.

This question reminded me of the story of a saintly priest who had the same problem with one of his devout parishioners who attended daily Mass but left immediately after Communion. He solved the problem by ordering two altar boys with lighted tapers to walk on either side of him as soon as he started to leave the church and accompany him all the way to his carriage.

When, after three days repeating this action, the somewhat flustered and embarrassed gentleman asked the priest for an explanation, he was told that since Christ was still present in him as he left the church, his presence had to be honored by lighted candles. Needless to say, he never left early again.

This anecdote could serve as a starting point for the priest to reflect with the people on the importance of giving thanks for the gift of Mass, of being spiritually nurtured by God’s word, of participating in his unique sacrifice, and by receiving Communion.

This also requires that there is effectively a period of silence after the Communion song and that the priest, deacon and other ministers lead by example, dedicating two or three minutes to silent reflection at the chair.

On occasion the priest may assist the people by directing a brief meditative prayer of thanksgiving. This is especially effective at so-called children’s Masses for, while the prayer is ostensibly directed toward the children, it often serves adults just as much.

Another point to be emphasized is the importance of assisting at the entire Mass. There are many plastic images to illustrate this, but most can grasp that if their boss, or the local mayor, summons them to a meeting, they would not dare leave before their host has formally brought it to a close. Even more is this true when a beloved parent, sibling or lifelong friend invites us to spend time with them.

If we behave thus before mere human authority and relationships, then how much more should it be true when our host is the Father who created us, the Son who died and rose for us, and the Spirit who gives us life.

Let us leave courtesy aside for a moment and return to thanksgiving. The Mass is something we celebrate together as Church and as a worshipping assembly united to Christ through the priest. It is not just something we do as individual Christians.

In the same manner, our thanksgiving for Mass cannot be reduced to the individual sphere and must be carried out as Church. This collective thanksgiving is done through the priest at the closing prayer to which all respond “Amen.”
Finally, the Mass is intimately united to Christian life and mission. The final blessing and dismissal send us forth to transmit what we have received to our brothers and sisters. If we leave directly after Communion, then we lose this important component of our spiritual life.

From a very material standpoint one could also see if there is some tangible motivation that leads so many of the faithful to leave early. Is there a bottleneck in the parking lot? Are Mass schedules too close together? If there are real practical inconveniences involved, then theology alone will be ineffective in changing people’s habits until these are resolved.

Mass – arriving late, leaving early
http://aquietmoment.wordpress.com/2008/08/27/mass-%E2%80%93-arriving-late-leaving-early/ 
August 27, 2008 
Being late for an event or an occasion usually has its reasons. Being caught in a traffic jam, the bus was slow in travelling, bogged down by the weather be it rain or snow etc. This extends to Catholics to observe punctuality in the celebration of the Eucharist. There are occasions when latecomers arrive just before the Readings. Others may arrive just before the Gospel reading. Some arrive for Mass just before Holy Communion, and leaves right after receiving it. Some may say that so long as you arrive for Mass just before the Readings or the Gospel reading, it is ok given that they have heard the most important part of the Mass which is Word of God. Others may say that receiving Holy Communion is the most important part of the Mass. I can come to Church at the point during the Mass when the distribution of Holy Communion occurs and leave straightaway after receiving it.

Reasons for being late for Mass or having to leave early will only be known to the individual. Some reasons for being late for Mass are genuine, like the need to rush from/to work where the individual makes all earnest efforts to be present throughout the entire celebration but is unable to do so. On the other hand, reasons due to poor punctuality habits may give rise for it to become a genuine reason. Is there a timeline during the proceedings of the Mass where it is considered that the Mass is invalid or valid if you arrive in Church before/after that timeline? What about leaving the Mass before it ends?

Here are some articles for a meaningful read.

Communion for late arrivals at Mass? http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/communion-for-late-arrivals-at-mass 
Arriving after the Gospel, No Communion http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/arriving-after-the-gospel-no-communion 
Leaving right after Communion http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/leaving-right-after-communion 
Like any host of a banquet, the good Lord invites your presence throughout the entire celebration of the Eucharist.

If I missed Mass, what should I do?

http://www.askacatholic.com/_webpostings/answers/2009_02FEB/2009FebIfIMissedMassWhatShouldIDo.cfm 

February 2009

Q: I, unfortunately, missed Mass this past weekend and am not sure about the correct thing to do.
I know I have to go to Confession. 

Do I just go before Mass next weekend?

Try to go right now?

Do I have to go to a daily Mass as well? Karen
A: You are absolutely correct. Just go to Confession, before next Sunday Mass, like on Saturday afternoon, when they always have confessions.
By the tone of your e-mail, it sounds like there was no malice or effort to purposely miss Mass. 
If there was:

I would recommend you seek out a priest some time during the week. Just stop by any rectory and ask for a priest.

In addition, you should refrain from receiving the Eucharist until you’ve gone to Confession.

If a Catholic misses Mass for:

-an emergency or

-an illness,
there is no cause for concern.
All of the team at AskACatholic would strongly recommend getting to daily Mass, when possible, and when one’s work schedule allows for it.
Although getting to a daily Mass, if you accidentally missed Sunday Mass, would be a good secondary substitute, there is no obligation to go to daily Mass NOR should any one think that going to a daily Mass is a normal substitution for Sunday Mass.
We are to keep the LORD’S DAY HOLY. Mike
Going to Confession before your next Mass is the ideal solution. I’m assuming you could have avoided missing Mass, but for whatever reason, didn’t. (You knew it was wrong to do so, but did it anyway.) If it was not deliberate (you had to go the hospital or some situation you couldn’t prevent), then you have no culpability. In short, confess it, if you own it, and move on. You could “make up” the Mass with a week day Mass (that seems appropriate) if that helps your conscience, but the priest will give you a penance anyway.
If you missed Mass purposely and knowingly, without a good reason, you must confess. 

If you were sick or needed to stay with a sick person or had to stop and help someone in distress or circumstances left you without transportation or in some other way unable to attend then you have done nothing wrong, provided you did not ignore a later possibility to attend Mass. 

It is only when we miss Mass for our own laziness or convenience that we have sinned. Mary Ann
One last point, to clarify what others have said. If you purposely skipped Mass for no good reason, then you need to go to Confession before you go to Communion. If for some reason, you can’t go to Confession before Sunday, you can, and must go to Mass next Sunday (or Saturday vigil), you just can’t receive the Eucharist until you have gone to Confession. 

Nevertheless, you can ask Jesus to give you a “Spiritual” Communion.

Spiritual Communion Prayer that can be said in the pew during Communion time.

O My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, 
at least come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace myself entirely to Thee. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

If you missed Mass for a legitimate reason, as my colleagues have said, you are still in a state of grace.  

If you missed Mass out of negligence, you were in the middle of something and you forgot, or you over slept, then you are less culpable than deliberately skipping Mass. 

In any case, it’s not a bad a idea to make frequent Confession a habit. We all have sins, be they serious (mortal) or minor (venial). Confession is an encounter with Christ. The more we go to Confession, the more Christ can show us our hidden sins. The bad attitudes we harbor can eventually lead to more overt sins. The sins of omission we commit by not showing charity when given the opportunity are just as important to confess. The point of our Christian walk on earth is to allow God to perfect us and mold us into the image of His Son. 
So the answers my colleagues gave are very accurate, but even if you didn’t skip Mass intentionally, you might consider examining your conscience to see if there are other things you need to tell Jesus about in the Sacrament; especially if it’s been a while since your last Confession. John
The Mass is serious business

http://www.hprweb.com/2009/04/the-mass-is-serious-business/ EXTRACT
By Bryce A. Sibley, Homiletic and Pastoral Review, April 2009
20.

As a Catholic priest and pastor, a great source of sadness for me is the large number of Catholics who do not attend Sunday Mass as they ought. These are not just "fallen-away" Catholics, but even more those who attend Mass on an irregular basis. The excuses given for this sporadic attendance often vary: too busy, overslept, a family gathering, intended to make the evening Mass but were unable to make it, etc. However, what I find more bothersome than their irregular attendance is the attitude that many of these individuals have toward their Sunday obligation. Too often they will confess missing Mass numerous times over several months, and confess it with an air of nonchalance, as if failing to keep the Third Commandment is not grave matter. Yet most of them, if not all, know that it is. Unfortunately, the frequency of such confessions demonstrates that many Catholics do not take seriously their obligation to regularly attend Holy Mass each Sunday and on Holy Days.
Leaving before Mass ends 

http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2009/11/leaving-before-mass.html 
By Jeffrey Tucker, November 08, 2009
Catholics have lots of bad habits that are just in plain-old bad taste. One that bothers me is their tendency to walk out during the organ postlude. Here we have a organist performing a serious piece of music following Mass, an offering of talent to God and the community, but instead of listening and reflecting, regarding it as a special time of the week, many people just grab their stuff and fly out. 
This practice really must change. It reflects poorly on our communities. It is also an insult to the organist. It says: I don't care what you are playing. Your music and your efforts mean nothing to do me as compared with my own selfish desires to get the heck out of this place. It is even worse when people have loud conversations during the organ postlude, sometimes shouting over the organ so that they can hear each other. When a quiet spot in the music appears, you can suddenly hear a roar of conversation. 
But as you read this, I know what you are thinking: this is only the beginning of the trouble we face at the end of Mass. Catholics have also developed the habit of leaving Mass even before the celebrant says "The Mass is ended." They receive and skedaddle, like consumers at a take-out buffet. This offends the celebrant and the entire community gathered. It is dismissive of everyone's efforts, and, especially, disrespectful toward the mystery of the Eucharist and the astonishing privilege of receiving. 
The result is that during the post-communion period of reflection, when the entire nave is quiet and contemplative, knelling in prayer, you can hear the door to the outside the Church slamming and slamming and slamming, as people bolt for the cars and race out of the parking lots while others are still inside praying. Ouch. The person is long gone but the sting for everyone else remains. 
For the person who does this, it usually begins with a small decision on the margin. One particularly busy Sunday, there are relatives coming into town or a pot-roast in the oven and the person is a bit panicked to get out of there. The person leaves early with reluctance. But then the upside appears: the person gains a new appreciation for what it means not to have to fight traffic. There seems to be no great downside. 
A couple of weeks later, following communion, the same person is faced with the decision to go back to the pew or head for the exit. The exit door suddenly beckons. It is easy and there is an immediate time payoff. Maybe no one will notice. And what if they do notice? You will already be gone and won't have to explain yourself anyway. So you do it again. And again. And again. Then others catch on. And pretty soon it becomes quite the thing, sweeping through the whole community. 
After a time, only two-thirds of the parishioners remain even to watch the recession take place. By the time the organ postlude is finished, the whole place is a ghost town. Everyone who has worked so hard to make the liturgy beautiful has some sense that their efforts are not appreciated in the slightest. The entire spiritual dimension of the liturgy in which time is suspended is offended. 
Now, contrast this with what one most likely would have experienced several decades ago. Following communion, everyone would return to the pew. They would stay kneeling in prayer. They would hear "The Mass is ended" is Latin. The recession of the celebrant and servers would take place, accompanied by a hymn, an organ piece, or a hymn. Then people would kneel again. They would stay for 5 to 10 minutes in prayer and silence. 
To be sure, I wasn't around back then. But one gains a sense of the practice by attending parishes where there has been an uninterrupted tradition from preconciliar times. In every one I've attended, this is the tendency and it is fairly uniform, and very impressive. People stagger their leaving long after silence is regained. It strikes me that this is the Catholic way. 
How to revive it? Start doing this yourself. Suggest it to others. Suggest it even to the pastor. It would only take one or two announcements in the homily to make the difference. The bottom line is that Mass is no time for impiety and rudeness. And rude and impious is exactly how I would describe the practice of bolting before Mass is over or before the postlude has finished. 
If you have finished praying, there is no downside to just sitting in the pew for a few minutes in silence. It is only 5 extra minutes every week. Surely we owe it to the liturgy and the efforts of everyone involved, and surely our faith is important enough in our lives, to offer this one small thing.

On a lighter note regarding people who leave mass early
St Philip Neri of Rome was a quite a humorous saint and would often play practical jokes. 
He observed that a particular man would leave immediately after communion. So the next time he positioned two altar boys with lit candles near the door and as the man left after communion, the altar boys joined him, one on either side with candles lit. Astonished, he asked them "What's all this about?" They replied that Fr had sent them as he was carrying with him The Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Ashamed, the man came back and would leave only after mass.
Another priest from Ireland relates that when he came to a new parish, he observed that a lot of people were leaving after communion. So he decided to tackle it differently. He made a prayer immediately after communion. "Lord we pray for the congregation that is still here and also for the faithful departed." Not many dared to leave early on the next Sunday.
If I am late for Mass can I still receive Communion?

http://stignatiusmobile.blogspot.in/2010/04/if-i-am-late-for-mass-can-i-still.html 
St. Ignatius Parish, Mobile, Alabama, April 7, 2010
Q:  My family doesn't always make it to mass on time and I always wonder if it's still ok for us to receive communion even though we're late. Is there a "cut-off time" or anything? 

A: There is not a "cut-off time" that you need to be to Mass by to be able to receive Communion. Although, it is best for us to be present for the whole Mass, the Church understands that tardiness may unintentionally occur sometimes - like a car accident or the alarm clock not going off. So, the Church knowing how important it is to receive Jesus in the Eucharist does not make a "cut-off" for those who are unintentionally late. 
But the Church does have guidelines for preparing the soul to receiving Communion, no matter what time you arrive. St. Paul says, "Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself." (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) Therefore, anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to Communion. (CCC 1385) 
If someone is intentionally arriving late (or leaving early) because they think Mass is boring or a waste of time, then they probably shouldn't be receiving. The Sacrament of the Mass is the greatest gift Jesus gave us and we need to learn to appreciate it more. The whole Mass is a perfect time to retreat from the "rat race" and prepare our hearts to receive and be with God. Man will never find anything more satisfying, or fulfilling than the Eucharist, which is bodily communion with the living God, even though he will always search. So, we must make Mass a priority in our lives, trying our best to arrive on time and preparing our hearts for Him. 
If you individually or as a family find yourselves consistently running late for Mass, then you should adjust your schedules accordingly. Maybe set the alarm for 10 minutes earlier. Being here sometimes on Sundays when not attending Mass, I do notice a lot of people strolling into Church 15 or 20 minutes late. I can not read souls, but I can read body language and their attitudes reflect their faith. Also, at the 6:30 pm Mass I see people in the back talking, texting, and not paying attention the whole Mass. Their attitudes also reflect their faith. To these people, I really want to ask, Why are you coming? A great southern novelist, Flannery O'Conner, once said about the Eucharist, "If it is just a symbol, then to hell with it!" And I echo the same response. If the Eucharist is just a symbol, then to hell with it. But, if it really is God - body, blood, soul, and divinity - then our attitudes, our priorities, our lives need to reflect that.
If you arrive late for Mass and it has ended, can the priest give you Holy Communion
http://www.askacatholic.com/_WebPostings/Answers/2010_04APR/2010AprCanIReceiveIfImLateForMass.cfm 
Q: Due to ice and snow, by the time I arrived at church the Mass had ended. I asked the priest if I could still receive Communion but he said "NO". Why? Elizabeth
A: Of course, you can, and may. It is best to participate in offering of the Sacrifice, and in the Liturgy of the Word that goes before, but when one is prevented from that, one may receive Communion. The priest doesn't have to give you Holy Communion to you, and this one did not, probably because he would prefer to have some sort of short Communion prayer beforehand (which is the rule for outside of Mass Communions), and there was not time. If he had known you well, as a regular communicant, and had time, there is no reason why he couldn't have given you Holy Communion. Mary Ann
After what point of lateness can I no longer receive Communion, fulfill obligation?

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2011/02/quaeritur-after-what-point-of-lateness-can-i-no-longer-receive-communion-fulfill-obligation/ 
By Fr. John Zuhlsdorf, posted on February 5, 2011
From a reader: I remember my father telling me when I was young that if one arrived after the Gospel at Sunday Mass, one could not receive Communion and the Sunday obligation was not fulfilled. My question has to do with daily Mass. I travel 40 miles each way to work and try to attend a 6:30 Mass before work. I am definitely not a morning person and occasionally arrive right after the priest has read the Gospel. Am I allowed to receive Communion? When that does happen I stay a few minutes after Mass and read the Gospel passage in my Magnificat publication.
A: Reading texts from Mass on your own is praiseworthy, but it is not the same as participating in their reading during Mass.  One is a private act of devotion. The other is a liturgical action.                                                                      22.
There were different views about limits on lateness, or presence at Mass. In one view, moral theologians thought that you had to be there at least for the reading of the Gospel onward. A good view. The Gospel is important. In another view, you had to be there from offertory onward at least under the purification of the chalice after Communion. (Let’s not focus too much on leaving Mass early and getting into a problem about fulfill one’s obligation.) This is one reason why bells were rung at the unveiling of the chalice at the offertory: that was your demarcation point between being in or out, as it were.

Others will say that you have to be there from the first words of Mass to the very end. A laudable approach, though a little inflexible. Yes, there is the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of Sacrifice/Communion/etc. There is the Mass of the Catechumens and the Mass of the Faithful. But, however you divide up Mass, Mass is one. It forms a unity. So, we should be therefore the whole Mass, right? To get around the inflexibility part, some of the same people who will say you have to be therefore every breath, will tell you with the next breath that you should go to Communion anyway, even if you were late. I have me doubts about that. I’ll get to that below, after I rant for a while longer.

I am inclined to use the old chalice veil to chalice veil idea, at least insofar as "obligation" is concerned.  We need to be as favorable towards people as we can when it comes to any obligations that are imposed on them.  The veil to veil approach seems reasonable and clear cut.

At the same time, when it comes to our involvement in liturgical worship I am not comfortable with the minimalist approach.

In one sense, it is enough the have the priest say the minimum amount of the form of the consecration over bread and wine and then consume it.  Sure, that is "valid". It is "enough".  But enough isn’t enough.   Sure, you can look at Mass from the point of view of being there for enough of it, and that is useful for being able to be clear or at ease about your obligations. The law helps us relax.

The obligation thing and the Church’s law are important.  People should be able to rest easy about their obligations.  Take, for example, a penitent and his penance assigned in confession.  Some dreamy and pastorally sensitive priests who want to make confession spontaneous and chummy and nice will give as a penance – such a harsh word – something like "Think a nice thought of someone today!" or "Do a good deed."  Sorry, but when I get out of the confessional I wanted a penance I can perform and then know that I have done it and not have to wonder even for a spit second whether I did it or not.

The same goes for Mass attendance and obligation.  Did you fulfill it? Yes or no? The demarcation lines and "minimum time there" approach have the benefit of answering that question, though they may leave some deeper questions about our role at Mass unresolved.

So, if you are late for Mass through no fault of your own, and there is no other way to fulfill your Sunday or Holy Day obligation, you have nevertheless done your best. If you are late through your own fault, that is another matter.

I am going to go with an old traditional way of seeing this: chalice veil to chalice veil. Despite the indisputable importance of the Gospel and the rest of Mass, that’s where I will draw the line because when we have a restriction, we have to restrict our restrictions to the minimum.

Communion?

Reception of Communion is not the mark of having fulfilled your Mass obligation. You are still obliged to go to Sunday Mass even if you know you cannot receive Communion. Communion is not the same as getting your parking ticket validated at the restaurant.  Communion is more complicated and simpler.

No one has a gun to your head saying that you must receive Communion at every Mass you go to, even when you are in the state of grace.  You can go… or not go.

Here is my simple answer to whether you can go to Communion.

If you are not sure you have been there at Mass "enough", and you will have a sense of when that is, then don’t go to Communion. Don’t make excuses for yourself and introduce doubts about whether you should have gone or not. Don’t go and you won’t wonder about whether you have to go to confession about unworthy reception. Keep it simple. The next time, get to Mass on time and go without having to weigh the odds.
SELECTED OUT OF 40 RESPONSES:

Don’t forget, there was a time–and it wasn’t that long ago–when Communion was frequently distributed before or even after Mass. But it is more liturgically and spiritually proper to receive Communion at the proper time DURING Mass. Fr Basil
Yes, as Fr. Z says, there are various opinions on this matter. I was taught, for example – by an old Capuchin – that when you arrived AFTER the offertory of the Mass, then you were late. Must look up my old Moral Theology books… But I think that Fr. Z’s advice is very good advice.

Concerning Holy Communion, I think that if one were late for Mass – however one defines it – then, as long as you are in a state of grace and fasted, and sincerely and reasonably did your best to be on time for Mass, then you may receive. Obviously if you just step your foot in the door of the church when it is communion time, then that would not be ordinarily appropriate to communicate. One needs some time to prepare. Common sense in this matter is also required. Fr. A.M.
I remember learning when I was preparing to receive First Communion that:

1) If one arrives after the Gospel starts being read the Sunday obligation is not fulfilled;

2) If one arrives after the Confiteor/penitential act, one cannot receive Communion at that Mass, even if one is otherwise ready to receive (state of grace, eucharistic fast), because the penitential rite at the beginning of Mass is part of one’s preparation not only to the participation in the liturgical action but also for a worthy reception of Holy Communion.

I don’t remember learning rules about how early one could leave; I always assumed that it would not be before the dismissal. Prof. Basto
I remember learning when I was preparing to receive First Communion that:

1) If one arrives after the Gospel starts being read the Sunday obligation is not fulfilled;

2) If one arrives after the Confiteor/penitential act, one cannot receive Communion at that Mass, even if one is otherwise ready to receive (state of grace, eucharistic fast), because the penitential rite at the beginning of Mass is part of one’s preparation not only to the participation in the liturgical action but also for a worthy reception of Holy Communion.

I don’t remember learning rules about how early one could leave; I always assumed that it would not be before the dismissal. Fr. Paul
Fr. Paul: And there is also the whole theological symbolism of veiling and being unveiled. Fr John Zuhlsdorf
From the second reading in the Office of Readings on the feast of St Anthony the Abbot, 17 January, (taken from the Life of St Anthony by St Athanasius):

" . . . and as he (Anthony) was going to the church, as was his custom , turning over in his mind the way that the apostle had left everything to follow the Saviour . . . With these things in his mind, he went into the church. It happened that the gospel was then being read . . ."
The gospel that day led St Anthony, and the Church, in a whole new direction. Fr Sean Coyle
How late can you be to Mass while still fulfilling the obligation?

http://thevillage.sainttc.com/apologetics/questions-of-the-week/121-how-late-can-you-be-to-mass-while-still-fulfilling-the-obligation 
February 17, 2011 

Prior to Vatican II, a person had to be present for the Offertory, Consecration, and Communion, or you had not fulfilled the Mass obligation and was required to go to another Mass. While a noble attempt to get people to church on time by giving them the time at which they were late, it had two unforeseen effects:

Those with freer consciences would arrive after the start of the Mass, knowing that as long as they got there on time for the Offertory Those with tender consciences suffered deeply from scruples and would believe themselves in a state of mortal sin even though their tardiness to Mass was entirely out of their control (e.g., the car broke down; road hazards slowed down traffic; etc.).

Both of these conditions were unhealthy, and following Vatican II the cut-off point of the Offertory was dropped. Another reason that contributed to that decision was the elevation of the liturgy of the word and the homily to their modern importance in the Mass today.
Basically, the Church wants us to be there for the full Mass! Canon law states that "if it is impossible to assist at a eucharistic celebration, either because no sacred minister is available or for some other grave reason, the faithful are strongly recommended to take part in a liturgy of the word, if there be such in the parish church or some other sacred place, which is celebrated in accordance with the provisions laid down by the diocesan bishop; or to spend an appropriate time in prayer, whether personally or as a family or, as occasion presents, in a group of families (canon 1248)." 
If there is just cause for being late to a particular Mass, one has still met one's Sunday obligation, but being late should not become a habit. Being late without just cause, may still meet the Sunday obligation – yet failing to prioritize getting to Mass on time is probably something to confess.

Either way, our primary concern should be to be present for Mass! The Church gives us the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Mass on Holy Days because this is a part of the very necessary minimum required to sustain and nurture our relationship with God.

How late is too late for Sunday Mass? And does the Mass still "count" if I leave right after Communion
http://catholichotdish.com/faith-and-reasons/how-late-is-too-late-for-sunday-mass-and-does-the-mass-still-%E2%80%9Ccount%E2%80%9D-if-i-leave-right-after-communion/ 

By Susan Klemond, April 13, 2011 
If I’m even one second late for my job, my paycheck shrinks. The company I work for must be punctual to make a profit.  

So I wondered, does God dock us for missing even a few minutes of mass? How much of the mass are we required to attend to meet our Sunday obligation? Is there a point when we shouldn’t receive communion when we’re late? And what about leaving early?

There are different answers to these questions, depending on whom you talk to and when the question was asked. Before Vatican II, Catholics had to at least be present by the offertory. One reason bells rang when the cloth was removed from the chalice was to make people aware of this cutoff.  Other theologians said it was necessary to be present at least as the Gospel is read.

The liturgical reform of Vatican II shifted the emphasis to the overall unity of the mass. Theologians don’t specify a cutoff point for the obligation. The underlying assumption seems to be that we should be there for all of it but since Canon law doesn’t give specifics about the obligation, we probably shouldn’t be scrupulous about it either, one writer says.

And there’s nothing in church rubrics that says we can’t go to communion, no matter how late we are. The same goes for leaving early. In most cases it’s not a sin and it won’t count against our obligation.

This sounds like the church has put us on the honor system, but what’s at stake is the honor we show the Lord. We have to consider our motivation for being late or leaving early, and whether we feel we should receive communion. Is it there a good reason for missing part of the mass or has it become a habit?
I’m late to mass occasionally and I have left early. If my boss set up a weekly meeting I don’t think I’d get in the habit of coming late or leaving early. Fr. Edward McNamara, writing for zenit.org offers that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit deserve much more respect than any human authority or relationships.

It comes down to whether we’re treating the mass as a holy and important event. If it doesn’t seem like it, we should consider that during an examination of conscience. "If the matter is not mortally sinful because of lack of full knowledge or lack of free consent, one can still receive communion," according to Catholic Answers Apologist Michelle Arnold*.

As far as leaving early goes, Fr. McNamara offers a few more thoughts. We worship together and we give thanks for the mass as a body through the closing prayer when we all say "Amen."  Also, mass is connected to our Christian life and mission, so the final blessing and dismissal send us out to share that with others. If we leave after communion, we miss the blessing.

It might seem easier to have no guidelines about coming to mass late or leaving early but I think it’s harder. It forces us to consider whether our hearts are in the right place.

Father Tom Margevicius, Liturgical Theology instructor at St. Paul Seminary, writes, "The question to ask should not be, 'What’s the least I must do for God?' but 'How much can I do?' If THAT were one’s mindset, then if because of circumstances beyond one’s control (accident snarling traffic, or a colicky baby) one arrives late to the liturgy, one will not feel the need even to ask the question. 'Lord, you know I tried my best. It’s not my fault that I arrived this late. May I commune with you even during this unfortunate circumstance?'"
*At what point in Mass does a late arrival not fulfill the Mass obligation?
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=13499 
September 1, 2004

In this thread, Michelle Arnold answered the very specific question about receiving Communion when one is late for Mass. I interpreted the question to mean, "At what point has one missed so much of the Mass as not to have fulfilled the obligation for Sunday or Holyday, and therefore is in a sinful state and unable to receive Communion?" Could you address this, please? Betsy 
First let's distinguish between the two different questions: The first question, to which you referred and which I answered, is "Can you receive Communion if you are late for Mass?" The second question, your question, is "At what point in the Mass does one's later arrival mean that one has not fulfilled a Mass obligation on a Sunday or holy day?" This thread will deal with the second question.
Prior to Vatican II, the common catechesis was that a person had to be present for the Offertory, Consecration, and Communion, or one had not fulfilled the Mass obligation and was required to go to another Mass. While a noble attempt to get people to church on time by giving them the time at which they were late, it had two unforeseen effects:

-Those with freer consciences would arrive after the start of the Mass, knowing that as long as they got there on time for the Offertory all was well. Although I am a post-Vatican-II convert myself, I have been told by pre-Vatican-II Catholics that it was not unusual for people to walk in after the Mass began but before the Offertory started.

-Those with tender consciences suffered deeply from scruples and would believe themselves in a state of mortal sin even though their tardiness to Mass was entirely out of their control (e.g., the car broke down; road hazards slowed down traffic; etc.).

Both of these conditions were unhealthy, and following Vatican II the cut-off point of the Offertory was dropped. Another reason that contributed to that was the elevation of the liturgy of the word and the homily to their modern importance in the Mass.
Basically, the Church wants us to be there for the full Mass:

Quote:

	§1 The obligation of assisting at Mass is satisfied wherever Mass is celebrated in a Catholic rite either on a holy day itself or on the evening of the previous day. 
§2 If it is impossible to assist at a eucharistic celebration, either because no sacred minister is available or for some other grave reason, the faithful are strongly recommended to take part in a liturgy of the word, if there be such in the parish church or some other sacred place, which is celebrated in accordance with the provisions laid down by the diocesan bishop; or to spend an appropriate time in prayer, whether personally or as a family or, as occasion presents, in a group of families (canon 1248). 


If there is just cause for being late to a particular Mass, one has still met one's Sunday obligation (and can receive Communion), but being late should not become a habit. If there is not just cause, one may still have met the Sunday obligation but the fact that one has not treated the Mass as a serious and holy event to which one should be prompt might be a matter to consider during an examination of conscience. If the matter is not mortally sinful because of lack of full knowledge or lack of free consent, one can still receive Communion. Because there is no longer a cut-off point after which you are late for Mass, the temptation to regularly budget one's time around the Offertory and skid into the pew just as it begins is removed.
When considering the question, our primary concern should be to be present for the re-presentation of Christ's sacrifice on Calvary. Those who were present that day two thousand years ago gathered around their Lord as quickly as they could and stayed with him throughout his agony, praying and suffering as well. Two thousand years later, we owe our Lord no less devotion than our forefathers and foremothers in the faith gave him then. Michelle Arnold, apologist
Missing part of Mass
http://redcardigan.blogspot.in/2011/07/missing-part-of-mass.html 
July 25, 2011 
Somebody found my blog on Sunday by searching for the phrase, "missing part of Sunday Mass." The search engine brought up this old post of mine** (along with some others about missing Mass generally on various sites).
I know what it is like to be scrupulous about such things; in fact, I told the mother of a young child just the other day that my own mother used to say, jokingly, that she felt like an atheist until each child was about two, because of all the time she spent in the vestibule with the baby and not really able to participate fully at Mass. Of course, those caring for small children have a good reason why they may not be able to attend Mass at all, so I think "vestibule duty" is setting a terrific example of heroic suffering and participating as much as one is able, anyway.
I can't, of course, assume that the person asking the question is actually being scrupulous, though. In fact, I can't assume anything at all about his or her motives in writing this query; but since the query existed, I figure it can't hurt to put out an answer of sorts -- as always, subject to correction by the Church if I misstate anything.
So: is it a sin to miss part of a Sunday Mass?
The old answer used to seem to be that so long as you came in either by the Gospel (in some versions) or by the Offertory (in others) you were fine. As Jimmy Akin points out in this post*** of his from about four years ago, though, the liturgical law does not at present draw a clear line at which point a person has missed so much of a Mass that he must go again in order to fulfill the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday--and, of course, all Catholics are obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation unless prohibited for a serious reason (and the Catechism lists such things as illness and the care of children as examples of some serious reasons one may legitimately miss Mass on a Sunday). So, today, the questions about whether one has satisfied the obligation to assist at Mass if one has arrived late will have varying answers depending on many circumstances, some of which I'll discuss here.
The first question is: Have I arrived late to Mass or missed some part of the Mass through my fault and for no good reason? A late arrival, for instance, because one is attending Mass at an unknown church in an unfamiliar town and one gets lost in traffic on the way is probably not one's fault; a late arrival to the last Mass of the day because one was drinking heavily the night before and slept through one's alarm clock might be. Or, for another example, missing part of Mass because one's toddler suddenly needs an urgent diaper change or because one is beset by a coughing fit that is distracting to others (and that sends one in search of the water fountain in the parish hall) is clearly not a fault, but missing part of Mass because one is bored and decides to go surf the Internet on one's phone out in the parking lot clearly is. And then there is the question of early leaving: if one has to leave Mass before the end of Mass because, for instance, one is a nurse and must be at work by 10:00 a.m. and the visiting missionary priest gave a thirty minute homily at the 8:00 a.m. Mass instead of the usual five minute one, one is fine; so is someone taken ill during Mass, someone who must leave with a screaming child, and so forth. But the person who leaves after receiving Communion just to be first in line at a popular brunch spot probably needs a bit of soul-searching.
The second question is: if I have missed a significant portion of the Mass, must I attend another? Here, I can share an experience: long ago, we went for the first time to a church an hour away from home with three children under age 3 on Palm Sunday. We got lost on the way there, and arrived either as the Passion reading was concluding or the homily was beginning (at this space of time, I can't recall exactly). The church was packed, and we stood in the back with the girls. The Mass was a noon Mass (we had thought that would give us plenty of time to arrive in the distant city and find the church, but we were wrong). There was no 5 p.m. Mass closer than another city three hours away from the city we were in, and no Mass later than that noon one that was even remotely possible for us to attend, even if three young toddlers could have made it through a late afternoon or evening Mass--there simply wasn't another Mass available. So although it wasn't ideal for us to have missed so much of the Mass, we realized that this was the only Mass we were going to be able to attend that day, and we made the best of it.
Sometimes, of course, arriving late or missing a significant part of Mass doesn't mean you can't go later to another Mass, and each person has to decide what is prudent and what is necessary. I have known young moms who sneak off to an evening Mass just because the morning Mass complete with young children was such a distracted and interrupted experience that they crave another encounter with our Eucharistic Lord, and while it may not be strictly necessary, it's never a bad thing, provided it can reasonably be done.
The bottom line, to me, is this: if you did not intend to miss part of the Sunday Mass, and you ended up missing a part for no fault of your own, you are fine. If you miss a significant part (even through no fault of your own) and can attend another Mass you are always free to do so, but whether you are obligated to do so will depend on individual circumstances to such a degree that you may have to consult with your pastor to be sure. Certainly if you miss part of Mass for a serious reason, such as needing to rush out of Mass with a child displaying signs of illness, and the child remains ill for the rest of the Sunday, you have the ordinary sort of serious reason which removes the obligation to attend Mass. If the reason is less serious and you can easily attend another Mass, certainly you may choose to do so. But if you missed a significant part of the Mass through laziness, indifference, or something else that is definitely your fault, the situation is somewhat different; if the fault is habitual, you may find it prudent to address it in the sacrament of Penance.
**On missing Mass

http://redcardigan.blogspot.in/2008/12/on-missing-mass.html
December 1, 2008

Thanks to the continued grip of the Cold of Endless Crud, I missed Mass yesterday morning--for the second week in a row.
The first week I expected it: I had just come down with the durned thing and was still running a fever. But having made it through Thanksgiving, and a Friday tour of the retirement community my in-laws hope to move to here in Texas and Saturday's choir practice, I would have thought... except I didn't. A little more than halfway through Saturday's choir practice I felt ill enough to ask my children if they minded leaving early; I apologized to our choir director, and we left.
Truth is, I had hit the wall, hard. And though I tried to get up for Mass Sunday morning, it took a shower and a partial attempt at dressing for me to realize just how unwise it was going to be for me to go anywhere beyond the confines of my bed for most of the day. Which was disappointing, as in addition to Sunday it was my in-laws' last day visiting with us and their 49th wedding anniversary to boot, but I couldn't do anything but grit my teeth and accept the reality that I was out of commission.
Because, stubborn redhead that I am, I hadn't admitted that any time earlier during the week. And I did too much, and refused to miss any part of the Thanksgiving celebrations with my in-laws or my own parents who were also in town; I kept saying that I was fine, even though I wasn't, not really. And by Saturday I had reached the point where willpower and stubbornness were no match for the lack of sleep, the waves of nausea from all the congestion, the nagging cough and the lightheadedness; this was still true Sunday morning, and most of the day Sunday -- I didn't really start feeling like a human being again until around 8 p.m.
As a good Catholic, I take the obligation to attend Mass very seriously. At times in my past I've had a legalistic approach toward this question, which is not what the Church intends, though; and that can be a problem.
The Catechism puts it this way:

2180 The precept of the Church specifies the law of the Lord more precisely: "On Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass."117 "The precept of participating in the Mass is satisfied by assistance at a Mass which is celebrated anywhere in a Catholic rite either on the holy day or on the evening of the preceding day."118 

2181 The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. For this reason the faithful are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own pastor.119 Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin.

I've had problems with the "unless excused for a serious reason" part of this before, and here's why: the Church doesn't spell it out. "Illness" is mentioned as the sort of serious reason that excuses one -- but what constitutes "illness"? Should you be running a fever? In the hospital? Contagious? Is it enough that the room spins a bit when you stand up? What if you feel sick to your stomach, but don't know if you're really ill? Should you chance it? And the care of infants is mentioned, but what about toddlers or young children who aren't infants but who are sick enough to want Mommy there the whole day? Transportation issues aren't mentioned, nor weather conditions, nor anything else that might be serious enough to make you think twice about getting to Mass. What's a good Catholic to do?

After a while, though, and with some good spiritual advice, I learned to relax about these kinds of things. The Church's teachings are so beautifully consistent, and in a way a teaching like this one isn't that different from the passage, much discussed, about torture. The Church says, "Don't torture," and expects us to make that the guiding principle from which all prudential decisions flow. The Church says, "Go to Mass," and expects us to make that the guiding principle, as well. If our regular habits and general intentions are that we are going to Mass, no question about it, then we needn't worry when some impediment springs up that makes one Sunday or even a succession of Sundays an exception to that general principle.

For instance, when I was trying to get ready Sunday morning, I prayed that I would be able to go to Mass, because I really wanted to do so; but after Saturday's wake-up call where I had less energy and stamina than I thought I could muster I also prayed that I would be able to make the right decision. Our Lord heard my prayer, and His answer, coming through the nausea and the coughing, was, "Stay home." I knew that even if I had gone I might only have made it to the bench in the back that's nearest the restroom, and spent Mass dragging back and forth between these two places -- worse, I might have made my family leave early to take me home, and put them in the position of possibly needing to go again later. So I stayed home, said some prayers, and fell into the first deep sleep I'd had in days.

This is, after all, what we're supposed to do when we are in the place where we need to make a prudential decision: consider what our Church teaches, consider our circumstances, pray, make the decision in accordance with Church teaching, and then be at peace. There is no special level of "illness" or of needing to care for others that automatically obligates you to stay at home; this is why these are prudential decisions, because two people in roughly the same circumstances may make two different choices and both of them may be equally correct in their own situations.

One mother may stay home with a colicky teething nursing infant; another may go to Mass, expecting to stand in the back for much of it, but needing to be present as best she can be. One person battling a winter cold may stay home either for his own sake or for the sake of those fragile parishioners whom he may endanger with his virus; another may feel well enough to go to Mass, but will prudently bow towards those near him instead of shaking their hands at the Sign of Peace. One person with a four-wheel drive vehicle may venture out on uncleared roads in a snowstorm; another may pray at home, aware that the family's old car in need of new tires isn't safe under these circumstances. And so long as none of them takes the obligation to attend Mass lightly, or is, as the Catechism says, "deliberately fail(ing)" in the obligation to attend Mass, they needn't worry about the specifics of their prudential decision.

In my case, I apologized to my husband and children for being unable to accompany them yet again, and asked them to pray for me.                                                                                                                                                              27.
When they came home, they told me that they had, and that the choir also had prayed for me (we say a little prayer together after each Mass is over). An elderly friend told my family he'd offered his Mass for me and hoped I'd soon be well. With such rich blessings as these I am sure that I soon will be, and will return to my ordinary practice of attending Sunday Mass this coming Sunday, God willing.

***Arriving late and Communion
http://www.jimmyakin.org/2007/10/arriving-late-c.html 

Fr. Edward McNamara, LC, regularly answers liturgical questions for the Zenit news service. Unfortunately, his answer this week is seriously flawed*. *See pages 1/2, 3/4, 13/14 
Here’s the question as it was posed to him:

Q: My parish priest made a regulation that anyone who arrives in Mass after the Gospel is not allowed to take Communion. According to him, the reason is that Jesus is "the Word made flesh." Therefore we must recognize Jesus in the Word before we recognize him in Holy Communion. Another priest, who is a professor of liturgy, has another opinion. He said that people who arrive late in Mass with a valid reason (for example, an unusual traffic jam, attending sick children, etc.) should not be denied Communion. Could you please give a clarification on this matter? — B.E., Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

His answer begins as follows:

A: We dealt with the question of late arrivals at Mass in one of our first columns, on Nov. 4 and Nov. 18, in 2003.

Then as now, I would agree more with the second priest: that someone who arrives late out of no fault of their own should not be denied Communion.

His answer goes wrong right there – not in stating that the person should not be denied Communion but by introducing the condition that the person was late through no fault of their own. The remainder of his column is seriously flawed as a result of this flawed point of departure. READ THE WHOLE THING.
Fr. McNamara’s thought on this point appears to go wrong because he conflates two separate issues: (1) what is required to fulfill one’s Sunday obligation and (2) what is required to receive Communion.

Fr. McNamara rightly points out that one is obliged to attend the whole of a Sunday Mass unless one has a valid excuse for missing all or part of it (e.g., arriving late through no fault of one’s own, needing to leave early because you’re in serious back pain, etc.). He also counsels against drawing arbitrary lines in the Mass about what’s "okay" to miss, which is prudent given the current state of liturgical law on this point. If, for whatever reason, you have missed the substance of the Mass without a legitimate excuse and you can attend another one then you should do so. All that’s fine.

But it has nothing to do with the question of whether you can receive Communion if you show up late.

The controlling legal document governing who can receive Communion and when is the Code of Canon Law. It provides the following:

Can.  843 §1. Sacred ministers cannot deny the sacraments to those who seek them at appropriate times, are properly disposed, and are not prohibited by law from receiving them.

This provision lists three criteria that, if they are fulfilled, prevent the sacred ministers from denying the sacraments–including Holy Communion–to the faithful.

The first condition is that the faithful "seek them at appropriate times." This is to prevent the faithful from seeking the sacraments at bizarre times without a sufficient reason. For example, the faithful do not have a right to demand the sacraments at any time of the day or night, irrespective of what the priest is doing, unless they have a counterbalancing reason. You cannot, for example, demand that a priest hear your confession right this minute if it’s 3 a.m. in the morning and he’s asleep and you’re not in danger of dying or about to ship out to Afghanistan and won’t have the opportunity of confession for months, for example.

But receiving Communion during Mass – when Communion is already being offered – is plainly an appropriate time to seek it within the meaning of this canon.

The second condition is that the faithful are properly disposed. This means things like they aren’t in an unconfessed state of mortal sin, they’ve observed the Eucharistic fast, etc. The Code doesn’t go the needed dispositions in detail, but the Catechism does, saying:

1384 The Lord addresses an invitation to us, urging us to receive him in the sacrament of the Eucharist: "Truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you."

1385 To respond to this invitation we must prepare ourselves for so great and so holy a moment. St. Paul urges us to examine our conscience: "Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any one who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself." Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to communion.

1386 Before so great a sacrament, the faithful can only echo humbly and with ardent faith the words of the Centurion: "Domine, non sum dignus ut intres sub tectum meum, sed tantum dic verbo, et sanabitur anima mea" ("Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul will be healed.") and in the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom the faithful pray in the same spirit:

O Son of God, bring me into communion today with your mystical supper. I shall not tell your enemies the secret, nor kiss you with Judas’ kiss. But like the good thief I cry, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

1387 To prepare for worthy reception of this sacrament, the faithful should observe the fast required in their Church. Bodily demeanor (gestures, clothing) ought to convey the respect, solemnity, and joy of this moment when Christ becomes our guest.                                                                                                                                                                   28.
You’ll notice that there’s nothing in there about having to attend a certain portion of Mass – or even being in Mass at all (since one can receive Communion outside of Mass). So if someone has the proper dispositions (listed above), this condition is fulfilled.

The third condition is that the faithful not be prohibited by law from receiving Communion. If, therefore, one were to find a way to deny them Communion based on how late they arrived at Mass, it would have to be in this category.

But one can’t do that, because there simply is no legal prohibition on people receiving Communion if they have come to Mass late.

It is desirable, of course, that people have a substantial participation in the rite within which Communion is being distributed, but–and this is the point–it is not required.

Now, perhaps one would want to say that it is kinda crypto-required, that it’s understood but not stated expressly anywhere that you have to attend a certain part of Mass or even all of it if you don’t have an excuse, to go to Communion. Perhaps we could fudge that in under the “appropriate times” or “properly disposed” requirements–contrary to the obvious purpose of these provisions in the canon.

Nope.

The Code further provides:

Can.  912 Any baptized person not prohibited by law can and must be admitted to Holy Communion.
Even though the Code has already said that sacred ministers cannot deny the sacraments to those who seek them under the above three conditions, just to make sure that we understand the point in the case of Holy Communion, it singles this sacrament out specially to stress that, if you’re baptized, you cannot be denied Communion unless you are prohibited by law.

And there’s no prohibition in the law regarding how much of a Mass (or Communion service) you must attend.

But what if we really, really want to shoehorn such a requirement into the law at this point? Is there any way to do that?

No, sorry.

The Code also provides:

Can. 18 Laws which establish a penalty, restrict the free exercise of rights, or contain an exception from the law are subject to strict interpretation.
And it provides:

Can. 213 The Christian faithful have the right to receive assistance from the sacred pastors out of the spiritual goods of the Church, especially the word of God and the sacraments.
If you want to restrict someone’s right to receive the sacraments then you’re going to have to have a law allowing you to do that and you’re going to have to subject it to strict interpretation.

This is particularly the case with Holy Communion, which uniquely among all the sacraments has its own canon singling out the fact that it can’t be denied unless there is a prohibition by law.

And there just is no law requiring the faithful to attend all or any of a Mass in order to receive Communion. You can be literally walking through a church at Communion time and, if you are properly disposed, you can receive.

Now, if you do that and it’s a Sunday or a holy day of obligation then you’ll need to attend a different Mass in order to fulfill your obligation to attend Mass, but that’s a separate question from whether you can receive Communion.

It is to be understood that Fr. McNamara is a liturgist and thus that his primary expertise would be in the Church’s liturgical documents, but as a liturgist he should be familiar with at least those parts of canon law touching on the liturgy and the faithful’s access to the sacraments–particularly the Eucharist.

His columns for Zenit regularly include an addendum clarifying confusion resulting from previous columns. Hopefully a future column will clarify this issue and properly separate the two subjects.
This article has 127 comments

People who arrive at Mass really late and then go to Communion
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2011/10/quaeritur-people-who-arrive-at-mass-really-late-and-then-go-to-communion/ 
By Fr. John Zuhlsdorf, posted on 14 October 2011 
From a reader: During the Agnus Dei at Mass this morning, two unfamiliar teenage girls and a man, who I suspect to be their father, entered our rather small church and made their way to a pew.
I was saddened to see as I returned to my seat after receiving Holy Communion that the aforesaid trio were presenting themselves to receive, and that even though our priest knew they’d arrived late, he went ahead and distributed the Eucharist to them. So my question is this: Should the priest have quietly explained to them that they couldn’t receive as they reached the front of the “queue,” or should he have distributed HC, and sought them out immediately after Mass with a view to correcting them in private?

How do you see the laity’s role in all this?
A: There are several points here to consider.
Many people are poorly catechized. They don’t realize that they should not receive if they are not properly disposed. They are not receiving in a sense of defiance of the Church’s good order.

We have to balance our desire to pursue the perfect with a need in prudence to achieve slowly but surely what it possible, always with an eye on the restrictions of fraternal correction.

What is the role of the laity in this regard?

I would say pretty close to ZERO.
If a person is well-known, doing this often, and is a friend, then perhaps bring it up.  Otherwise, leave this sort of thing to the priest and the person involved. We usually can’t make a good guess at the individual’s disposition to receive.  Normally, people complete their preparation for reception by their participation during Mass.  But, that isn’t always the only way.
There were 66 responses to this post. Here’s one:
Hmmm. Careful here. Before anybody admonishes anybody, makes sure you know the rules. Participation in the liturgy, as a requirement for reception of holy Communion, impacts the faithful ONLY on a second, and certainly a third, reception oft he Sacrament on the same day. See Canon 917, et auctores probati. Dr. Edward Peters
I arrived late for Mass. Can I still receive Holy Communion?

http://douglawrence.wordpress.com/2011/10/27/this-weeks-ask-alice-i-arrived-late-for-mass-can-i-still-receive-holy-communion/ 
October 27, 2011 
“R” asks: On Saturday night I arrived late for Mass, coming in during the Offertory. I didn’t know if it was proper to receive Communion after missing so much of the Mass. How late can a person come to Mass and still receive Communion? Also, can someone receive Communion more than once in a (24-hour) day?
Alice answers: Many faithful Catholics aren’t sure what to do in cases like this. Depending on the circumstances, and if otherwise properly disposed, it is typically OK to receive Communion, even if you arrive very late … at, or even after … the “Our Father”. In fact, you can probably receive even if you happen to come in just as Communion is being distributed.

But since arriving late may not be appreciated by the priest, and such a thing might also be (rightly or wrongly) interpreted by others as being disrespectful to God, it’s always best to arrive for Mass on time (a bit early, if possible) and to take great care to enter the church in a totally unobtrusive, courteous, and pious manner.
Now, about those “circumstances”: If you arrive late (missing the Gospel reading) for a Saturday vigil Mass, the Sunday liturgy, or for Mass on a designated Holy Day … you can still receive Communion, but since you had missed out and failed to participate in an essential part of the first Mass, you would need to attend a second Mass, in order to properly fulfill your Mass obligation. No such requirement applies to typical weekday or Saturday morning liturgies, which while highly recommended for all the faithful, remain purely optional, and not a matter of obligation.

But the good news is … you can receive Holy Communion at both Masses!

According to the Catechism, a Catholic can receive Holy Communion twice in one day, as long as the second time is in context of a Mass (1983 CIC c 917). If in imminent danger of death, Holy Communion may even be received for a third time, that day.

From the above, we also learn that an otherwise properly disposed Catholic may even receive Holy Communion without attending Mass. (Realizing of course, that our full, faithful participation at Mass is often the best way to assure our proper disposition.)
Disposition: More important than the time of our arrival at Mass, a Catholic must be “properly disposed” in order to worthily receive Communion: At a minimum, a person must: 1) be a practicing Catholic, in the state of grace, i.e., with no unconfessed mortal sins; 2) for a period of at least one hour before reception, have fasted from all food and drink (except water and/or medicine); and 3) believe in the Real Presence (the transubstantiation) of Jesus, in the Holy Eucharist.
In the Bible, Saint Paul explains it like this: “Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself and, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats without discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Corinthians 11:27-29)

How blessed we are as Catholics, to receive the body and blood of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, each time we receive Holy Communion! Ours is a unique privilege that cannot be found in any of the Protestant Christian sects.

It has rightly been said that if Catholics fully realized the true and awesome nature of the Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist, they would gladly CRAWL up on hands and knees, to receive Our Lord, in Holy Communion.

From The Catechism of the Catholic Church: (1413) By the consecration the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought about. Under the consecrated species of bread and wine Christ himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real, and substantial manner: his Body and his Blood, with his soul and his divinity. (cf. Council of Trent: *DS 1640; 1651)
On being late for Mass
http://the-hermeneutic-of-continuity.blogspot.in/2012/10/cd-263-on-being-late-for-mass.html  
October 19, 2012 
Q: If I am late for Mass, at what point have I failed to fulfil the Sunday Mass obligation? For example if I miss the Gospel, have I missed Mass?

A: In older manuals of moral theology, this subject was discussed extensively. In the first place, it was always stated, and remains the case today, that Catholics are under obligation to attend the whole of Mass on days of precept. The answer to the question “When am I late for Mass?” is the same then as now: “If you arrive after it has started.” 
30.


The secondary question that was asked by the manualists, and considered at length, was what omission would constitute a mortal sin rather than a venial sin. Briefly, the answer is that it is grievous matter to miss a part of the Mass that is notable either because of its length or its importance. I would rather not go into the calculation of what is “notable” because we should regard all of the parts of the Mass as important, rather than trying to rank them so that we only commit a venial sin. Nevertheless, if someone were to miss the whole of the Liturgy of the Word, they would not fulfil the obligation of attending Mass and should go to another Mass if possible unless there is a reasonable excusing cause.
A further consideration is that nowadays, most people who attend Mass receive Holy Communion. This requires something more of us than simply fulfilling the obligation of attending Mass. It is true that devout participation in the liturgy of the Mass itself is a good preparation for Holy Communion but we should also make some special preparation and thanksgiving for Holy Communion in addition to the brief opportunities provided during the course of the Mass.
Such preparation can be made at home, but this may be difficult in a busy household. It is a good practice to try to arrive at least a few minutes before Mass, and to stay for a while afterwards to give ourselves space for some private prayer to enrich our participation in the Mass and our devotion at Holy Communion.
Catholic Dilemmas column published in the Catholic Herald.
KonkaniCatholics@yahoogroups.com Digest 1670, October 22, 2008

Q: Why is it that we don’t follow the Sabbath, when it is clearly mentioned as a Commandment that each individual should follow the Sabbath Day. The Sabbath comes on a Saturday so why is it that we have it on a Sunday. The commandments were complete and cannot be altered and have to be followed. – Maxim
A: The Sabbath Day was celebrated from the time of the Old Testament. Jesus Christ accomplished what was proclaimed in the Old Testament. The Jewish Passover was a celebration of the liberation of the Chosen People from slavery in Egypt. With the coming of Jesus Christ, the Passover is not remembered any more, but the celebration of His passage from this world to the Father (John 13:1) is what we recall. The bread is not the remembrance of the escape from Egypt but it is the memory of His death when Jesus said: “This is my body which is broken for you; do this in memory of me” (1 Corinthians 11, 24). It is in memory of Jesus that we celebrate the Passover, and not of the ancient slavery in Egypt. The slavery in Egypt was only an image of the true slavery from which Jesus Christ has freed us through His passion, death and resurrection, i.e. the slavery of sin; sin is the father and mother of all slavery in the world and in history. It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ which accomplished our liberation from sin. And Jesus Christ resurrected on Sunday. Thus, Sunday became the centre of our Redemption, the weekly Passover, the first day of our new life. We belong to Jesus Christ who saved us and still saves us every day. We cannot remain in the ancient image – the Sabbath Day, we are the new people, the people of Jesus Christ, called to life again, thanks to His resurrection. Sunday, therefore for us, is the most important day of the week. Bishop Camillo Ballin, Kuwait
Did the early Church move the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday?
http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/quickquestions/?qid=452 
Q: Until recently, I always thought Catholics worshiped on the Sabbath, and that the early Church moved the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday. Is this true?
A: This is a common misunderstanding. Catholics do not worship on the Sabbath, which according to Jewish law is the last day of the week (Saturday), when God rested from all the work he had done in creation (Genesis 2:2-3). Catholics worship on the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week (Sunday, the eighth day); the day when God said “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3); the day when Christ rose from the dead; the day when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles (Day of Pentecost). The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: “The Church celebrates the day of Christ’s Resurrection on the ‘eighth day,’ Sunday, which is rightly called the Lord’s Day” (CCC 2191).
The early Church did not move the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday. Instead “The Sabbath, which represented the completion of the first creation, has been replaced by Sunday, which recalls the new creation inaugurated by the Resurrection of Christ” (CCC 2190). Sunday is the day Catholics are bound to keep, not Saturday.
We see evidence of this in Scripture:

-On the first day of the week when we gathered to break bread, Paul spoke to them because he was going to leave on the next day, and he kept on speaking until midnight (Acts 20:7). 

-On the first day of the week each of you should set aside and save whatever one can afford, so that collections will not be going on when I come (1 Corinthians 16:2). 

-Let no one, then, pass judgment on you in matters of food and drink or with regard to a festival or new moon or Sabbath (Colossians 2:16). 

The Catechism also says:

By a tradition handed down from the apostles which took its origin from the very day of Christ’s Resurrection, the Church celebrates the Paschal mystery every seventh day, which day is appropriately called the Lord’s Day or Sunday. The day of Christ’s Resurrection is both the first day of the week, the memorial of the first day of creation, and the “eighth day,” on which Christ after his “rest” on the great Sabbath inaugurates the “day that the Lord has made,” the “day that knows no evening.” (CCC 1166)

Other CCC references to the Lord’s Day: 349, 2174, 2175, 2191. Peggy Frye
31.
Why is Sunday celebrated as the "Sabbath" when Scripture says that the Creator "rested" on the seventh day, after His six days of creation?
During Passover week in ancient times, with the feast of the Unleavened Bread, Sunday - the day after the Sabbath -was regarded as sacred, a day of work-free rest and sacred assembly ( Lev 23:6-7), with its liturgical act of waving of the first fruit sheaf by the priest and the sacrifice of the yearling lamb ( verses 11-12).  Likewise, the Jewish feast of Weeks (Pentecost) seven weeks later, always fell on Sunday, the first day of the week, and was sanctified by refraining from work and by a sacred assembly (vss.20-21).  So in Old Testament times, at least several times a year, Sunday as well as Saturday was to be kept holy.  Thus at least a partial precedent to later changes in the Christian era was found in the Old Testament, in the prototyped feasts that presaged the Christian feasts of Easter and Pentecost. 
The Christian custom of assigning Sunday instead of Saturday as a day of religious celebration, was possibly started by Paul or at least recognized by him ( 1 Corinthians 16:2) as a time for a monetary collection for the needy in Jerusalem.  These first-day-of the-week collections undoubtedly took place at the weekly assembly, not house by house.  Since the celebration of the Lord's supper had been commanded by Jesus as a repeated service (Luke22:19), it was observed regularly (Acts 2:42); and we know this occurred on Sunday because Paul preached at these assemblies that focused on the "Breaking of the Bread" (Lord's Supper of Eucharist), as Scripture says, on the first day of the week, Sunday (Acts 20:7).
The early Christians referred to this day of religious celebration as the "Lord's Day", as Theodoret reminds us.  This was a term that gained apostolic and scriptural sanction by being referred to by John in Revelation 1:10. (If he had meant Saturday, he would have used the word "Sabbath").
It was called the "Lord's Day", says St. John Chrysostom in his sermon on Psalm 119, because it was the day that the Lord rose from the dead, "first day of the week" according to all four Gospels.  As Christianity's cornerstone event (1 Cor. 15:17), Jesus' resurrection symbolized the new life with which he endowed his mystical Body; as such, it was regarded as an appropriate day of the week to manifest that newly endowed corporate life, by corporately praising God and being renewed in that resurrection life with the life-nourishing Eucharist.
Not just the new life of Jesus' physical Body (on Easter), but also the beginning of the life of his mystical Body, the Church (Pentecost) took place on Sunday -both appropriately on the first day of the week to symbolize the new covenant that Jesus established a "new birth into a living hope" (1 Peter1:3) - a rationale for the Lord's Day asserted by several early Fathers of the Church.  Thus, at the start of the week, the Christians celebrated their two major starting points: that of their new personal life in Christ (the Resurrection), and that of their new communitarian life in Christ (Pentecost).  These corresponded exactly to the two Jewish Sunday Feasts mentioned in Leviticus 23:7 and 16.
The early Christians, being Jews by nationality, simply added to Judaism the beliefs and practice of Christianity, since Jesus "came not to abolish, but to fulfill" (Matthew 5:17).  Thus, though they prayed in the temple, they also celebrated the Eucharist in their homes (Acts 2:46).  Their "liturgy of the word," in the temple was on the Sabbath, Saturday, but their "liturgy of the Eucharist" - the Christian addition to their worship- was celebrated on Sunday (Acts 20:7), so as not to conflict with the Jewish practices in which they participated.  This was the origin of the practice of Sunday worship by Christians.
The orthodox Jews eventually excommunicated the Christian from Judaism and expelled them from the temple and synagogues (Acts 8:1).  At this point the Christians retrenched the double liturgy from a Saturday-Sunday celebration into one service on Sunday - a double liturgy which exists today in the two continuous parts of the Mass-the liturgy of the word and the liturgy of the Eucharist.
The Jewish obligation of the Sabbath law requiring religious observance and abstinence from work was incorporated into Catholic Church law but applied to Sundays.  Obligatory Mass attendance by Catholics has been mitigated in modern times to allow the fulfillment of this obligation on Saturday afternoon in many places, thus "overlapping" the Catholic law with the Jewish Sabbath law, and allowing Catholics the option of a more literal way to "keep holy the Sabbath".  This also allows more time for Sunday relaxation and prayer time.  Sunday must still be "kept holy" by avoiding unnecessary work and shopping.
One may wonder by what authority the Church can alter God's commandment about the Sabbath, by either changing the day, or imposing Mass obligation, etc. - a question often asked by Seventh Day Adventists and similar groups.  Keep in mind that there is no essential feature of the law that has been changed, but that secondary part which has been modified (being not intrinsic to divine law) was determined by power granted by Jesus himself to the Church to "bind or loose" on earth with a recognition of any such decision in heaven ( Matthew 16:19, 18:18).  The Church has always used this power to make ecclesiastical (canon) laws with sanctions (under penalty of sin).  Obedience to these laws, derived from ecclesiastical authority, is demanded by God's word itself (1 Thessalonians 5:12, Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:28 etc.)
Most Protestant denominations reject Catholic traditions based on papal or hierarchical authority.  But in this matter (as in the acceptance of all and only the twenty-seven books of the New Testament canon) they have, for the most part, accepted the ancient Catholic tradition, even though it is perhaps something of a theological embarrassment to them to do.  But the near unanimity in this matter among Christians reaffirms the fact that it is scripturally acceptable and not contrary to God's will. (Source: GLAD YOU ASKED) 

How do we sanctify the Lord's Day (Sunday and holy days)?  

http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/quickquestions/?qid=532
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

32.
Sanctifying Sundays and holy days requires a common effort. Every Christian should avoid making unnecessary demands on others that would hinder them from observing the Lord’s Day. Traditional activities (sport, restaurants, etc.), and social necessities (public services, etc.), require some people to work on Sundays, but everyone should still take care to set aside sufficient time for leisure. With temperance and charity the faithful will see to it that they avoid the excesses and violence sometimes associated with popular leisure activities. In spite of economic constraints, public authorities should ensure citizens a time intended for rest and divine worship. Employers have a similar obligation toward their employees. (CCC 2187) See also CCC 2184-2186. 
John Paul II’s apostolic letter Dies Domini states:

Through Sunday rest, daily concerns and tasks can find their proper perspective: the material things about which we worry give way to spiritual values; in a moment of encounter and less pressured exchange, we see the true face of the people with whom we live. Even the beauties of nature — too often marred by the desire to exploit, which turns against man himself — can be rediscovered and enjoyed to the full . . . In any case, [Christians] are obliged in conscience to arrange their Sunday rest in a way which allows them to take part in the Eucharist, refraining from work and activities which are incompatible with the sanctification of the Lord’s Day, with its characteristic joy and necessary rest for spirit and body. 
In order that rest may not degenerate into emptiness or boredom, it must offer spiritual enrichment, greater freedom, opportunities for contemplation and fraternal communion. Therefore, among the forms of culture and entertainment which society offers, the faithful should choose those which are most in keeping with a life lived in obedience to the precepts of the Gospel.
Sunday should also give the faithful an opportunity to devote themselves to works of mercy, charity and apostolate. (DD 67-69). Peggy Frye, apologist
You can never be too late for mass: as often as not, the late arrival can be traced to the parish community itself.

http://www.thefreelibrary.com/You+can+never+be+too+late+for+mass%3A+as+often+as+not,+the+late+arrival...-a019709876
Catholics concerned about their fellow faithful who are late for Mass on Sunday ought to get a life. With Sunday attendance wavering at around 25 percent, those who would be inclined to holler at tardy tar·dy  
adj. tar·di·er, tar·di·est
1. Occurring, arriving, acting, or done after the scheduled, expected, or usual time; late.

2. Moving slowly; sluggish.  Believers ought to be glad that the latecomers are there at all. Even the Catholic who arrives breathless, just as the priest is saying: “Go in peace,” should be greeted warmly. Whipping is out. Welcome is in. 
It’s now a pray-er’s market. And I have concluded that, as often as not, the fault lies with the institution. If lateness in large numbers is chronic, it can be an opportunity for a parish to look at everything from its liturgies to its Mass schedules, its greeters and ushers, even its inadequate rest rooms – its entire attitude. 
Catholics of a certain age will recall the hours spent memorizing the Baltimore Catechism A Catechism of Christian Doctrine, Prepared and Enjoined by Order of the Third Council of Baltimore (or, simply, the Baltimore Catechism) was the de facto standard Catholic school text in the United States from 1885 to the 1960s. , which, around question 282, instructed trembling souls that the first of the six commandments of the church was “to assist at Mass on all Sundays and holy days of obligation.” Within that law was the definition of the three principal parts principal parts
pl.n.
1. In traditional grammars of inflected languages, the forms of the verb that are considered basic and from which all other forms of the verb are derived.

2.  of the Mass – the Offertoryoffertory [Lat.,=offering], in the Roman Catholic Mass and in derived liturgical forms, the preparation of bread and wine on the altar and their formal offering to God. It takes place after the gospel and the creed and before the preface. 
..... Click the link for more information., Consecration, and priest’s Communion. Miss any part of these with full consent of the will and you might as well be a lost feather from the Angel Gabriel’s wing. 

Even mild tardiness Tardiness
Dagwood

comic strip character; chronically late at the office. [Comics: “Blondie” in Horn, 118]

ten o’clock scholar

schoolboy who habitually arrives late. [Nurs.  Was classed as at least a venial sinvenial sin
n. Roman Catholic Church
An offense that is judged to be minor or committed without deliberate intent and thus does not estrange the soul from the grace of God.

Noun 1. 
..... Click the link for more information. – and that, according to according to
prep.
1. As stated or indicated by; on the authority of: according to historians.

2. In keeping with: according to instructions.

3.  the Councils of Florence and Trent – could get one time in purgatory “In Purgatory” was the debut single by McCarthy released in 1985 on their own record label Wall Of Salmon Records. It was backed by “The Comrade Era” and “Something Wrong Somewhere”. . Come late deliberately and one faced purifying fire. The guilt lingered like a hangover. 
But the new Catechism of the Catholic Church The Catechism of the Catholic Church, or CCC, is an official exposition of the teachings of the Catholic Church, first published in French in 1992 by the authority of Pope John Paul II.  Devotes only three of its 2,865 teaching paragraphs to purgatory, compared with six of 499 in the old Baltimore. So fear not. By giving certain “authorized directions,” the church simply wants to promote what it terms a certain indispensable minimum of prayer, moral effort, and growth of love of God and neighbor. 
Some Catholics may still go to Sunday Mass purely out of obligation. They might as well leave their hearts at home. The church is not a courtroom and its clergy are not cops. Lateness is not a reserved sin. 
Americans may be the only people concerned about getting to the church on time. In Mediterranean Europe, Africa, Asia, and Latin America Latin America, the Spanish-speaking, Portuguese-speaking, and French-speaking countries (except Canada) of North America, South America, Central America, and the West Indies. , Mass begins at an approximately scheduled time In rallying, the Scheduled Time of any crew is the time, calculated at the beginning of the event, that they should arrive at any given control. It is different from Due Time in that Due Time is dynamic, ie it can change throughout the event as competitors drop time; whereas . In these countries, church laws are ideals to be achieved. One tries, but doesn’t always make it. 
I have visited the Vatican five times. At the seat of Catholicism itself, the only Masses that start on time are those scheduled for TV (Pope John Paul II John Paul II, 1920–2005, pope (1978–2005), a Pole (b. Wadowice) named Karol Józef Wojtyła; successor of John Paul I. He was the first non-Italian pope elected since the Dutch Adrian VI (1522–23) and the first Polish and Slavic pope.  Is very media conscious). For the rest, one simply arrives. When the church appears to reach anticipated capacity, the priest appears. It’s done just the way the Romans open their stores. 
In Mexico, where only the upper classes wear watches and the church bells themselves may be 20 minutes late, a smiling priest once said to me: “Of course, our Mass starts on time. It starts when the people are ready. That is on time.” 
In the early church, the congregation chanted Kyrie eleisonKyrie eleison (kĭr`ēā’ əlā`ēsŏn’, –sən) [Gr.,=Lord, have mercy], in the Roman Catholic Church, prayer of the Mass coming after the introit, the only ordinary part of the traditional liturgy said not in Latin 
..... Click the link for more information. (“Lord, have mercy”) over and over again until a certain mood was achieved. Then, when the proper worship level was reached, the liturgy began. No starter’s pistol. No whistles. 
It was only 340 years ago that Dutch physicist Christiaan Huygens Noun 1. Christiaan Huygens – Dutch physicist who first formulated the wave theory of light (1629-1695)
Christian Huygens, Huygens  pioneered the use of pendulums in clocks, and knotted our duodena forever. Today, quartz movements leave us peptic. Lateness anxiety is a contemporary hang-up. 
I never met a Catholic who planned to be late for Mass. As often as not, the late arrival can be traced to the parish community itself. 
To uncover the source, one must start with the presider of the earlier Mass. All too often, he has grown enchanted en·chant  
tr.v. en·chant·ed, en·chant·ing, en·chants
1. To cast a spell over; bewitch.

2. To attract and delight; entrance. See Synonyms at charm.  With the message of his own homily homily (hŏm`əlē), type of oral religious instruction delivered to a church congregation. In the patristic period through the Middle Ages the focus of the homily was on the explanation and application of texts read or sung during the , and chatted for 25 minutes, five times longer than the scripture message he is supposed to be breaking open. Or else he has decided to bless the cars stuffed into the parking lot, welcome the RCIA RCIA Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIA Rite of Catholic Initiation for Adults
RCIA Retail Clerks International Association
RCIA Richmond Creative Investors Association
RCIA Request for Clarity, Information & Assistance  candidates, commission some new ministers, bless family pets, or babble about the parish debt. 

As a result, the turnaround time (1) In batch processing, the time it takes to receive finished reports after submission of documents or files for processing. In an online environment, turnaround time is the same as response time.  For the next Mass becomes impossibly short. There is gridlock Gridlock

A government, business or institution’s inability to function at a normal level due either to complex or conflicting procedures within the administrative framework or to impending change in the business.  In the streets outside. The frustrated faithful take the Lord’s name in vain as they make their way to the altar. 
Many churches built during the heyday of church construction between World Wars I and II have parking lots smaller than the church sanctuary. A congregation now used to mall-sized lots outside their grocery store can experience great frustration searching, not for a pew, but just a few feet of open curb in which to squeeze their car. 
Moreover, church lateness is no more chronic than people arriving late for work, estimated at about 4 percent. Before hitting the faithful over the head with an empty holy water bucket, parishes should ask their ushers to do a survey. It might reveal that less than 1 percent arrives after the opening hymn has ended and that the problem is nothing more than a biliousbil·ious
adj.
1. Of, relating to, or containing bile; biliary.

2. Characterized by an excess secretion of bile.

3. 
..... Click the link for more information. Pastor. 
Perhaps reserving two pews in the back of the church for latecomers would reduce the traffic down the aisles. Or allowing the ushers to hold the latecomers until a natural break in the liturgy, such as the end of the first reading, would help. Then, just as they do at concerts, ushers could allow a moment’s pause while the latecomers find seats. 
Those upset by chronic latecomers need to take a second look. The latecomer late·com·er  
n.
1. One that arrives late: waited for the latecomers to be seated.

2. A recent arrival, participant, or convert:  may be disabled and require time to negotiate the steps of the non-accessible church. Or she may be a mother with two wiggly kids in tow and a third on her hip. Or he can be a father who, unfamiliar with the neighborhood, leaves his family at the church door while searching for a parking spot. 
Before turning latecomers into pillars of salt, it might help to ascertain how many are coming off night shifts – as police officers, fast-food workers – how many are caregivers to the elderly, parents or children of bedridden bed·rid·den or bed·rid
adj.
Confined to bed because of illness or infirmity.  Or handicapped people, or whole choirs of other hidden angels – for whom timeliness is a luxury. 
What’s left will generally be the chronically late, whom psychologists often muse are harboring some unresolved anger or who have some hidden fear of mingling. Both former and latter need our help, not our thunderbolts. 
Lateness can be reduced to tolerable levels without being punitive. Once a year, a polite and upbeat letter can be mailed to parishioners, making suggestions about planning one’s worship time. The presider, and others involved in the celebration, can reduce lateness by working the center aisle before Mass, as well as the curb after the liturgy. It can be backed up by cheerful reminders in the bulletin, occasional closing announcements, and polite signs in the entrance. 
If chronic lateness persists, it may be time to ask: “What is the parish community doing to make people want to get under the steeple on time?” Some congregations fill the pews well before the liturgy gets underway. The worshipers want to hear the choir, anticipate the thoughts of a great homilist hom·i·ly  
n. pl. hom·i·lies
1. A sermon, especially one intended to edify a congregation on a practical matter and not intended to be a theological discourse.

2. A tedious moralizing lecture or admonition. , or simply greet each other. 
Other churches, sadly, can turn a liturgy into an IRS An abbreviation for the Internal Revenue Service, a federal agency charged with the responsibility of administering and enforcing internal revenue laws.  Audit. Lateness becomes a form of pain management. Do something about the liturgies and the homilies and watch the tardiness drop. 
But some will always be late. It’s a messy church. Relax. 
Each month, advance copies of Sounding Board are mailed to a representative sample of U.S. Catholic subscribers. Their answers to questions about Sounding Board and a balanced selection of their comments about the article as a whole appear in Feedback. 
Feedback 
Seems like Tim Unsworth hit a nerve. Most comments from the survey were pretty lively. The responses ranged from creative (the best way to curb late arrivals is to “take out seven or eight rows of pews in the back of the church and set up a couch and fireplace, so people will come early for Mass”), to unyielding “lock the door after five minutes”), to apologetic (“It’s upsetting to those I drag [in late] with me. I’m sorry I’m Sorry may refer to the following works: 

“I’m Sorry” (John Denver song), a 1975 U.S.

, Janice.”) 
A number of people identified inadequate parking as one of the major obstacles to latecomers: “My sister has only been hit twice. Both times were in the parish parking lot, and neither time did the persons leave any number or identification. Hardly Christian behavior.” Another person thought the best way to deal with latecomers is to “shoot them on sight!” Talk about unchristian. 
Many others stated that those who leave Mass early are the real culprits. “Tardiness doesn’t bother me as much as parishioners who receive the Eucharist and keep on walking – all the way to their cars.” 
In a few responses there was even some finger pointing, such as this one: Our pastor is consistently 10 minutes late for everything he does. This is extremely disrespectful dis·re·spect·ful  
adj.
Having or exhibiting a lack of respect; rude and discourteous.




dis[image: image1.png]


re·spect .” For the record, 12 of the 14 respondents who are priests claimed to be “always on time for Mass.” 
It’s worth observing that the respondents in their early retirement years, 66 to 75, are both the most likely to be on time and (along with those over 75) the most forgiving of latecomers. As for the youngest respondent, Katie Kunkemoeller of Gales Ferry Gales Ferry refers both to a village within the town of Ledyard, Connecticut and to a complex of buildings within that village at the site of the ferry which gave the community its name. , Connecticut, here are her comments: “It’s better to go to Mass late than not to go at all. Getting to Mass shouldn’t be stressful.” 
Read on for more responses and survey results. 
The main reasons people arrive late for Mass are: 
For me, it’s because I try to do too much. Gerald Harp, Athens, Ohio 
The people I notice coming late seem to be the type of people that would come late for any class, appointment, or any scheduled event. Only counseling will help these people. Perhaps we should let them know that it is okay not to come at all. Name withheld, Boston, Mass. 
On Sundays, families with small children or many children tend to be late. Coming from a large family myself, I understand that Sunday before Mass is often the most unchristian experience of anyone’s week. You should be grateful that they all got dressed arid in the car before Mass is over! Andrea Rusin, Dekalb, Ill. 
34.

If we get to Mass early, that just gives my toddler a running start on his restlessness. Laura Siegel-Eppler Evansville, Ind. 
They apparently cannot get going in the morning after a Saturday night out. It's their loss. Elizabeth Gay, Augusta, Me. 
Rarely would anyone willfully willfully adv. referring to doing something intentionally, purposefully and stubbornly. Examples: "He drove the car willfully into the crowd on the sidewalk." "She willfully left the dangerous substances on the property." (See: willful)  decide to be late to disrespect the Mass or call attention to themselves. In fact, this whole question sounds like one my grouchy grouch·y  
adj. grouch·i·er, grouch·i·est
Tending to complain or grumble; peevish or grumpy.




grouch[image: image2.png]


i·ly adv.  fourth-grade nun would have asked. Plus she would have told us it was a mortal sin! Dennis Winkelsas, Norfolk, Va. 
The best way to curb late arrivals is: 
Liturgies that are so compelling that people want to be there early! Jeanne Sartor, Brighton, Mich. 
Have greeters at the door and say how sorry they are that they've missed some of the Mass. Robert Noel, Northbridge, Mass. Usher them to the front of the church. Kevin Neimerg, Wheeler, Ill. 
Be as pleasant and welcoming as possible. Move over a little in the pew so they have a seat. And smile. Maybe they'll begin to wonder what it is they are missing that makes you full of smiles. Theresa Driesen Darlington, Md. 
A talk from the pastor about the importance of preparing yourself to hear the Word of God, and to be ready, body and soul, to receive the Eucharist. Mary Ruth Jones, Sautee, Ga. 
The main reason people should care about tardiness is: 
Tardiness is a symptom of something much more serious: the pace of contemporary life; the quality of our liturgies; the failure to create community. Mary Bernard, Mishawaka, Ind. 
When invited to a friend's for dinner, lateness may be considered rude, impolite im·po·lite  
adj.
Not polite; discourteous.




[Latin impol , and even socially unacceptable. When invited to the Lord's table, insulting the host by being late is also unacceptable behavior. Ed Connor East Marion, N.Y. 
Would one be late for dinner with the president? Why be late for dinner with Jesus? Dorothy Maleski Chicago, Ill. 
The main reason people should not care about tardiness is: 
No one was ever singled out by Jesus for being late! We must treat people as Jesus did. We should not judge. Trudy Cranston Westmont, N.J. 
I've known loving, caring people who live God's word in almost everything they do and yet are chronically late for appointments. We need to be careful about taking a cultural development (Americans are ruled by their watches) and turning it into a requirement that has religious significance. Bob Watson, Tucson, Ariz. 
At a celebration you don't tell people what time they must arrive or not come at all. Mass is a celebration -- the "source and summit" of who we are. Naturally, we need to respect this celebration -- but more importantly we need to be there. Father Stephen Pietrowski, Williston Park, N.Y. 
Comments 
My feelings on this are similar to my feelings on attire. Yes, you should be on time and be properly dressed, but I'd rather see kids in tank tops and cutoffs than not see them at all. Annette Swiderski Redlands, Calif. 
If people went back to the old concept of Sunday as a day of rest, people would be less likely to be late for Mass. Dorothy Formwalt Albany, Ga. 
As a mother of three (going on four) children, I've noticed each subsequent child slows me down more. It's difficult to predict what mishap will happen before or during the journey. Why can't some congregants (and priests) be more tolerant? Pamela Monaco, Media, Pa. 
People who come late for Mass also are late for other things. Basically, they don't care about other people's time, only their own. They really only think about themselves; they are inconsiderate in·con·sid·er·ate  
adj.
1. Thoughtless of others; displaying a lack of consideration.

2. Not well considered or carefully thought out; ill-advised. . Tom Hansen, Rolling Meadows, Ill. 
Why are we discussing this anyway? Unless one-half of the congregation regularly walks in late and disturbs the order of things, it is no problem; at least they are with us at the moment when we as Catholics profess who we are. Bea Waltz, Chicago, Ill. 
Latecomers are a deuced deuc·ed  
adj. Informal
Darned; confounded.




[From deuce2.]

Adj. 1.  nuisance! Their intrusion, for whatever reason, calls for a large dose of tolerance and tempering of my temper. Doris Costello, Lexington, Mass. 
We accept people late for parties and are just glad they could make it. Mass is a celebration, a party -- let's extend the same welcome. David Glogowski, Colorado Springs, Colo.
See also the Catholic Answers discussion at http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=559314 
I entreat you, keep Sundays holy. Working on Sunday will not make you rich; on the contrary, you will bring down misfortunes on yourselves and your children.  St. Bernadette Soubirous
Alas, what about you poor children! Being your spiritual father, I give you this advice: When you see your parents, who miss religious services, who work on Sunday, who eat meat on forbidden days, who do not go to the Sacraments anymore, who do not improve their minds on religious matters--do the very opposite before them, so that your good example may save them, and if you are wise and good enough to do this, you will have gained everything. That is what I most desire for you. St. John Mary Vianney
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