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Survey for the October 2015 Synod on the Family - Whom did the Questionnaire Reach?   
This ministry has published several reports on the Synod on the Family, from the run-up to the Extraordinary Synod in Rome, October 5 to 19, 2014 viz. the Questionnaire and a pre-synod follow-up, then a mid-way report and a follow-up to that, a collation of excerpts from the blog of the renowned Fr. John Zuhlsdorf and finally two reports in preparation for the upcoming October 2015 Ordinary Synod. That’s a total of seven.

There are also the two Church Documents relating to the Synod.

The list with URLs can be found at the end of the present report.

This report is the tenth in the series. There should have been at least three or four others in the last two months, but they have been postponed because this writer met with a motor accident and was hospitalized.

The present report examines the controversy and confusion surrounding the Survey or Questionnaire that was supposed to have been made available to the faithful of the Church in India in preparation for the Ordinary Synod in Rome from 4 to 25 October, 2015.
The said Questionnaire was to have been completed and submitted by April 15, 2015 (rescheduled date)*.
From the outset, concerned Catholic friends of mine were writing to one another trying to access a copy of it.
If at all there was any announcement or discussion in my parish or archdiocese (Madras-Mylapore), I was not aware of it. Any enquiries I made were met with a blank stare or with the response “What Synod?”

This writer kept contacting laity and priests all over the country but none could provide any reliable information about the situation in their parishes or religious orders. Those who finally did say that they received it, also admitted that it was a hurried sort of affair with little time given to them to properly examine and answer it. 

(I am not reproducing their correspondence here but if the need arises, I can provide some letters.)
The veracity of that is confirmed by the collated information in the present report, all of which has been put together from emails received by this writer, and from blogs and web sites, over the last 30 days.

Before we examine the collated information that I mentioned, I will reproduce a few paragraphs (within “”) from an earlier report as to how and when I came to receive the Questionnaire:
“Though the Notification and Questionnaire issued by the Bishop of Dharmapuri, Chairman, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) Commission for Family, Most Rev. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj is dated February 26, 2015, I first came to know of it, despite having published several reports on the 2014 Synod on my web site and being in close touch with lay ministries and Church developments all over India on a daily basis, only on March 7, 2015 from Joseph LR Vaz of Goa but for whose concern for the Church I may not have known till much later.

During the course of the following week, I mailed the same to dozens of pro-family and pro-life activists all over India. From their feedback, I came to learn that all of them had first come to know about the Questionnaire from me and had never heard it brought to their attention in their parishes.

Mr. Joseph Vaz had received the same from Mr. John Dayal (National Integration Council, Government of India; All India Catholic Union; All India Christian Council) -- who was in turn intimated about it by Mr. Alan Doulton, the only lay member of the national level committee on issues concerning the family (!) -- only the previous day, March 6, 2015!

Fr. Milton Gonsalves, the Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for the Family emailed his letter along with the Questionnaire only on March 16, 2015, a full 19 days after the Bishop-Chairman’s Notification! *And the cut-off date for evaluating and submitting the filled-in Questionnaire was given as March 25, 2015, giving Indian Catholics only about 9/10 days to do the needful!! And in that short period, they aspired to get 100,000 responses to the Questionnaire!”
This ministry wrote a detailed letter concerning issues relating to the Questionnaire to the Bishop of Dharmapuri, Chairman, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) Commission for Family, Most Rev. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj. (He has been named, “elected by the various Episcopal Conferences” as per VIS News, on July 24, as “2nd substitute” for India, to the Synod.) He did not reply.

Part of my letter to him read:

“You had asked us to send in the duly filled Questionnaire to Fr. Cajetan Menezes, Mumbai, Snehalaya, director@gmail.com  and named four other members of the Commission and you said that we "may please contact members for any clarification and in turn they would also be in touch with you to find out if any support is required".
Well, facing a problem, we did just that, but neither Fr. Cajetan Menezes nor Bishop Agnelo Gracias has replied to three letters from me despite this being a very serious issue that I have raised. Is this treatment of our letters indicative of the Church hierarchy's attitude to the concerns and voices of an informed conservative laity? 
Till the time of my writing to you, not a single lay Catholic contacted by me had any awareness of the Questionnaire relating to the Synod. I am now writing to some parish priests to find out if they are aware of it or not.
The only positive feedback on this issue that I can give you is that the Questionnaire was circulated to the participants of the recently-concluded Marriage Preparation Course in the Archdiocese of Bangalore which our son attended. I concede that this may be the case in other dioceses and parishes too, but they appear to be exceptions to the rule.”
I even marked a copy of the above letter to His Eminence Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI). He too did not reply.

The only response that I received was from Alan Doulton, the only lay member of the national level committee on issues concerning the family, but even he clamped up after that and avoided further correspondence with me when I replied to him.
For evidence against my statements, please read

CCBI QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE OCTOBER 2015 SYNOD ON THE FAMILY MARCH 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CCBI_QUESTIONNAIRE_FOR_THE_OCTOBER_2015_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc.
I now present the collated information that I mentioned earlier. One will see that even in the months of June and July 2015, Catholics are venting their frustration over the Questionnaire.
I will resume my comments at the end of this report as there are several matters in the contents of these collated items that need to be clarified.   
No Indian Bishop Responds to Papal Call? Church in India and the October 4-25 Family Synod
https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2015/06/27/no-indian-bishop-responds-to-papal-call-church-in-india-oct-4-25-family-synod/  
Posted on June 27, 2015 by The Voice of Bombay's Catholic Laity
Source: http://almayasabdam.com Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV)
Will the Church in India fail a second time to come up with a Family Survey ordered by Francis Papa? It missed the boat at the 2014 Extraordinary Synod. How can it cobble up one now in just three months for the final Synod? Without any data why any Bishop should be allowed to go?
By Dr. James Kottoor
Pope Francis has been shining through glittering headlines in secular and religious media all over the world ever since his election, because of his irresistible, all embracing, palpable care and concern for the entire global family. It transcends all religious, political barriers and boundaries to merge into that ancient spiritual vision Vasudaiva Kudumbakam, of Indian Yogis and Gurus, who saw humanity as one great extended family.
It is enough to recall his one statement, “My God is not Catholic” which crushed to smithereens the hitherto inward and awkward looking “Ghetto-Catholicism” ruling the roost, trotting around the world with an air of self-righteous superiority like the Pharisee praying in the temple with all sorts of self adulation, besides, what is worse, looking down with an air of contempt on other churches and other religions as inferior, erroneous and pitiable in God’s sight like the chest beating publican. The second is his unparalleled and admirable option for the poorest in the Family of Man, his concern to start with the last, least and lost, to build anew “a poor church for the poor.”

For him, the health and wellbeing of the Micro family of Daddy, Mammy and Baby, is the corner stone on which the great macro human family can stand to prosper or fall from to perish. “A family that prays together stays together” of Fr. Peyton, is rooted in the prayer “Our Father” Jesus taught: “Thy Kingdom come thy will be done here on earth as in heaven, forgive and you will be forgiven, judge not and you will not be judged”.

Fatherhood of God (no matter by what name you call Him) and brotherhood of all humans irrespective of all divisions of class, caste, creed, community and country have to be adhered to and enforced by all reasonable means, if the rule of the jungle “might is right” that prevails even today is to be replaced with that peace and prosperity promised to all men of good will by angels at Jesus’ birth. Believers in creation story identify it with the perfect peace that reigned supreme in the Paradise lost and strive to bring it back.
Participation in Synodal Study
That explains why Francis launched his two-year-long mammoth study, not undertaken by any other pope before, on all challenges facing and dangers destroying families around the globe. For this purpose, at the behest of the Pope the Synod organizers headed by Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri had started work already from October 2013, and sent a questionnaire with 39 detailed queries for the people on the pews to register their family experiences – good, bad and ugly – and send to Synod organizers for the bishops to study at the October 2014 Extraordinary Synod.

At its conclusion the Pope again had asked bishops to return to their dioceses to do another year of in-depth reflection, open and transparent like the one held in Rome, with ordinary parish and diocesan people and seek out “practical solutions” to the “innumerable challenges” identified at the Extraordinary Synod sessions. 
The Indian bishops are not known to have done any such national or regional study or survey at parish or diocesan levels to collect data for last year’s Synod. Nor is it reported to have done anything this year either. The last date to submit reports to Rome was April 15, 2015, two months ago.
Many Countries Which Did
But very many countries in Europe, Americas and Afro-Asian countries sent their survey reports both last year and this year. For this year’s study the Synod organizers had sent a set of 46 questions to find answers to what they could not crack at the last Synod, to all bishops around the world. To this the bishops were to respond with the data they collected and sent to Rome by April 15, 2015, the latest. This data was to be the resource material and working paper for further thorough study and discussion during the coming concluding session called the Ordinary Synod, to be held from coming October 4 to 25 in Rome

Did the Indian Bishops belonging to three Rites – Latin, Syromalabar and Syromalankara – respond to this second survey call from Pope Francis? So far we have not heard of any survey done by any Indian Bishop. This is in spite of initiatives taken by lay groups – laity moving the hierarchy — and articles by many including this scribe sent to all Indian bishops to get started, already from last November. The Global Website of Catholic Citizens’ Voice (CCV) had even offered to provide the forum to Bishops for a national or regional level public discussion, study or consultation with people. But none of these promptings seem to have made any impact on bishops belonging to three Rites in India.
Accusing Finger at Indian Bishops
It is in this context that the examples of many countries in Europe and Americas point an accusing figure at the three-Rite-coalition of Catholic Church in India. For example the Churches in Switzerland, France, Belgium, Germany, UK, US and Catholic Church Reform International (CCR International) have not only sent their finding but also published them in their websites for the benefit of faithful worldwide to read, reflect and react constructively.

The CCV published two weeks ago a report titled: Europe’s fractious Catholics set out their Views on Synod Questionnaire. It published another, one week ago headlined: US Bishops hear summary of synod consultation {By Brian Roewe in the National Catholic Reporter}, held on June 10th2015 at their annual spring general assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in St. Louis.

At St. Louis the US conference, the report said, it has 33 Latin-rite archdioceses and 145 Latin-rite dioceses. All of them had already put the results in their websites by Feb.23/15. Thirty-one dioceses offered the questionnaire both in English and Spanish; while San Jose, Calif., diocese provided even a Vietnamese version. US plans to send at least six bishops and two more designated as alternates, to October Synod to represent U.S. Catholics.

More than half of the US respondents were 55 years or older, nearly two-thirds were female and about 70 percent were married. 
A similar review of the two Eastern Rite Archeparchies and 15 Eastern Rite Eparchies that are members of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops found no information about how to contribute to the October 2015 synod. One of them could have been the Chicago-based Syromalabar Eparchy started as an extension or out post of Kerala’s SMC noted for its inaction in consulting faithful.

 

Europe’s Response to the October Synod
When it comes to Europe, we see Spanish bishops keeping the questionnaire strictly within the church. Those of England and Wales released it on the Internet and invited everyone to respond. Switzerland received completed questionnaires from 6,000 Catholics and published a digest in early May. In France, where some 10,000 responses were received, each bishop decided to promote debate in his own diocese. Besides French Bishops organized special debates on family pastoral issues at the shrine of Lisieux, as well as at Lourdes during the bishops’ March plenary, before the questionnaire results were forwarded to Rome in May. In Belgium, the questionnaire was published last February in the Catholic weekly Journal Dimanche.
The most comprehensive response seems to have come from Germany. In a 17-page March report, the German bishops’ conference said it had received only 1,000 responses from the country’s 27 dioceses and assorted Catholic associations and religious orders. According to a March survey by Poland’s Public Opinion Research Centre, up to three-quarters of Polish Catholics disagreed with their church’s stance on homosexuality, contraception and extramarital relationships, and favoured a change in Catholic teaching on issues from divorce to clerical celibacy.
To get an insight into the findings of surveys done in various countries more articles have to be written by this or other expert journalists. Only many may not come forward to write since they are sure of receiving no response at all from their Bishops. Who wants an exercise in futility?

 

Why Indian silence & inaction?
Now compare the various initiatives taken by Bishops in Europe and US with Indian Bishops. On studying CBCI website I found India also, like US, has over 200 bishops including 5 Cardinals, 29 Archbishops, 9 Auxiliaries, and 2 Curia bishops for their 170 Indian Dioceses. But none of them seem to have done anything for the coming Synod. They did nothing also last year for the Extraordinary October Synod of 2014. Likewise the Syromalabar’s outpost in Chicago also did nothing as pointed by the US report above.

With so many dioceses and bishops in India what could have been the reason for the inaction on their part for the last two years at a stretch? What leaps to my mind is the “compulsions of coalition politics” as suggested by Manmohan Singh for his failure to take right decisions. He had to placate skeleton parties to stay in power.

Global Perspective
Just take a look at the coalition of three churches in India against a global perspective. Of the 2.2 billion Christians in the world a little more than half, 1.2 billion are Catholics. This Catholic world is made up of a community of 22 sui juris Churches. The lion’s share of this 1.2 billion (140 crores), that is 138 crores out of 140, go to make up of the Latin Church alone. The remaining 2 crores are distributed among 21 sui juris Churches, with the Ukrainian Catholic church coming second in strength with a population of 45 Lakhs.

Only in the third place comes our Syromalabar Church with a membership of around 25 lakhs, Then comes in the fourth place the Syromalankara Church of Mar Baselios Cleemis, with just around 2 lakhs. That makes the third and fourth partners in the Indian coalition, skeleton parties or partners surviving at the mercy of the Latin Church which leads the Indian Catholic coalition. The numerical strength of the two skeleton churches is seldom or never uttered or admitted in public. Recently the Malankara Church also wrenched from Rome the New Syro-Malankara Gurgaon diocese. It is said to be world’s largest diocese spread over 22 states. It got inaugurated last May 1st. to make the number of Catholic dioceses in India 170.

 

Darkest Spot in Indian Coalition
But the bête noire, darkest spot in this fragile Latin-Malabar-Malankara coalition of the Indian Catholic Church is the presence of one single diocese, Kottayam, as part of Syromalabar Church. It alone promotes Endogamy or Pure Blood* marriages publicly, brazenly. This being totally against Jesus’ teaching and blatant violation of human rights, no Bishop in the coalition partners can publicly say a word for or against; neither swallows nor vomits it without hurting coalition dharma of politics.

Hence the ominous, treacherous silence on the part of all three churches and also the tacit nod to Catholic media not to discuss it publicly, precisely to present a façade of unity and comradery in public and to show sportsmanship of playing musical chairs before the Vatican to wrench more Episcopal thrones. This reminds one of the Vistar Vad of China and Vikas Vad of India Modi spoke of at his Japan Visit. The bitter truth is our ecclesiastical structures often happen to be carbon copies of political structures and their crooked workings.

None of the bishops in all three churches therefore, dared to mention Pure Blood* promotion as the deadly cancer destroying Catholic families in India last year or this year, although marathon discussions, furious and venomous at times, are going on among the faithful at various levels. Can the Bishops succeed to keep all these under the carpet, under the tomb stone of their silence during the remaining three months to the Synod and fool the impatient Church citizens in India sending memorandums and petitions one after another to Pope and Synod organisers? That is the unsettling question staring in the face of those who want to see the Aegean stables of Church in India cleaned by admitting mistakes openly – all make mistakes – and correcting them once and for all. Read also article: “Evaluating Your Bishop’s Performance, on 7 counts, published in CCV, http://www.almayasabdam.com, June 22nd to help bishops to shape up or ship out imitating Pope Benedict.
{Also at https://christianreforms.wordpress.com/2015/06/29/no-indian-bishop-responds-to-papal-call-church-in-india-oct-4-25-family-synod/}

(*Who Destroys Indian Christian Families? Peddlers of Pure Blood: Deadly Virus

http://almayasabdam.com/who-destroys-indian-christian-families-peddlers-of-pure-blood-deadly-virus/#comment-443 

By ALMAYASABDAM, 23/04/2015)
Comments

james kottoor says:
June 27, 2015 at 1:40 pm
Excellent, excellent. All of us concerned Church Citizens and laity guided websites like Laitytude must make a hue and cry so that no Bishop who has not done the survey or consult the laity should be allowed to go to participate in the Synod. It is now time to preach to the preachers in the Church. Church is the people of God not bishops who go about showing off and dancing like a peacock, as out Papa Francis has said.
Dindi Aneco says:
June 27, 2015 at 9:24 pm
A survey is a specialist’s job. Why didn’t they hire a PR or research agency? It’s time the hierarchy took a scientific approach.

ralphcoelho says:
June 27, 2015 at 10:24 pm
I can only compare the Indian Church with the state of the Jewish synagogue when Jesus came. The simple ones were misled and the not so simple ones and the silent cooperation of the informed ones with the silence of the hierarchy more concerned with personal promotion within the hierarchical ranks than ministering to the faithful.

Possibly this is a hangover of the British period when Christianity reflected in the mainline Church was supported by the government as did Constantine in its early years. It is also possibly inculturation of the Hindu operative philosophy of karma that contrast directly with the Sermon in the Mount.

fergus misquitta (@froggyferg) says:
June 28, 2015 at 2:11 am
In my very personal opinion the crux of the whole issue is the “BREED” of priests elevated to bishopric and then on to higher positions — the biggest scourge — or should I say “loophole” in our “priestly” system is that, by a rough guesstimate it can be seen that 90 % or perhaps more of those elevated come from the “SECULAR/DIOCESAN” breed. — unlike the religious orders — this breed of priests are not bound by the THREE VOWS of poverty, chastity and obedience — they merrily only have the “SHAM” vow of celibacy/chastity — the most important vow of poverty which should have been in place for all joining the priesthood or nunnery is just not there!!!!
They are therefore primarily busy with filling their own coffers/pockets at every given opportunity — MOST bishops and higher ups, also come from this breed of clergy – and therefore are also extremely “BUSY” making sure of a well-stocked retirement fund — so how can they command their priests at parish level to ensure that their parishioners participate in the “family survey” — they are also extremely afraid that many skeletons will tumble out of the closets — where all their antics will be exposed for all to see.
Our dear HOLY FATHER — POPE FRANCIS is in the Vatican — he is trying his best — by his own example to inculcate in these wily advocates of the devil that they should be more like “SHEPHERDS” and not like they are at present — wolves who only want to devour all the goodies themselves.
As I have always said before — joining the priesthood/nunnery is perhaps the best career opportunities for ordinary/mediocre young men and women — free food – free accommodation – free education — free clothes — plenty of cash at the disposal once you rise in the ranks — excellent retirement benefits — and even A FREE FUNERAL!!!!!!!!
Let us pray that at least some of these crooks in the system mend their ways.
gordonjacobs2004 says:
June 30, 2015 at 11:15 am
I have been saying this all along. Today’s breed are very different (there are exceptions) than the priests of the past. Today the priests have a lot of authority without any accountability, Tons of arrogance without any humbleness. Zero transparency in matters of finance and church assets, and the list goes on and on.
Gone are the days when we had the greatest respect for our clergy. Maybe this could be the beginning of the end.

Source: http://almayasabdam.com/family-survey-ccv-still-on-search-dr-james-kottoor/ Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV): 

A good sample of reactions to the Mumbai Cardinal's claim of conducting a survey on Christian families is what is sent by the Mumbailaity. This is just what I had expected. It reads: "Many people tried to get forms but the site would just not open. The forms were distributed to persons whose views were in line with what the church wanted them to think."
As I already said, this is could be a farce. As a member of the Synod council, the Cardinal himself or his team could have desired to show that he has done something. I've asked my friends and many others through them in Mumbai, if they are aware of such a survey and none of them could answer me affirmatively. None of them have seen a questionnaire in any media nor heard of it. What then does the Cardinal mean when he mentions two separate questionnaires? We are interested in the extent of laity participation, which has yet to be verified and confirmed. This is our right in regard to the other prelates in India as well especially those in Kerala. This is not a secret to be kept to themselves but has to be published here so that the believers have some idea of what their bishops as their representatives have to present in the Synod in Rome. The Pope and the Synod is not interested in the opinion of the bishops but the constructive reaction of the families themselves. Otherwise the family synod has no meaning at all. Let us hope we'll have proof of a church wide survey at the earliest. This is a matter that deserves serious attention from every Christian in land. 
Zac Nedunkanal (Associate Editor CCV)
Comment

Isaac Gomes, St. Xavier's College, Kolkata
Dear Mr. Zacharias Nedunkanal, you are absolutely correct. The Cardinal just made a statement – he did not give any proof of the filled up questionnaires which he claims was done in Mumbai Archdiocese. At least he could have sent a few scanned copies of the questionnaires signed by respondents.
The matter needs to be probed further. Why is the Editor of Indian Currents keeping quiet? Just because he happens to be a priest? What about carrying out his primary job searching for Truth and reporting the Truth?
Three persons respond to Kottoor’s article in Matters India
Chhotebhai, June 27, 2015 from Kanpur
              Last year a few of us lay Catholics in India undertook our own study and initiative and even got some bishops on board. We gave our report to the delegates from India attending the Synod. It found no mention in the Synod Lineamenta. For the final round there is no information about what the bishops are doing. IT IS A HUGE BETRAYAL, nothing less. The bishops only seem to want our donations in cash or personnel (vocations)! The rest be damned.
Denis Daniel June 27, 2015
              Congratulations to both, Dr. Kottoor and Chhotebhai. It’s really tragic and shameful for the Indian hierarchy to keep the faithful in the dark, ill-informed and in a sense illiterate.
Alan Doulton, June 30, 2015, from the CCBI Family Commission
              Kottoor I am shocked at the level of misinformation that you are propagating. For your information, the CCBI Family Commission has conducted a survey where over 100 Latin dioceses in India returned more than 56000 responses. The questionnaire was made available in 9 languages.
              You may contact Fr. Milton, the Executive Secretary of CCBI Family Commission for a report. Also, you may like to know that I have personally sent preview reports to various reform groups across the world including CCRI where you are an advisor. My request is that with immediate effect you post a correction.
Comment

Chacko Kalarickal
According to the archbishop: "It was discussed by the Priests’ Council, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, all Parish Councils, groups of priests, and some of the Commissions in the Archdiocese." This survey is supposed to conduct among the Catholic families. The intention of the questionnaires is to get a feedback from those families, not for a discussion among the councils the archbishop was referring to. Not only that, he is claiming that the archdiocese of Bombay did an extensive study. Who did that study? Not by the lay people/Catholic families. What a pity! The archdiocese didn't send the questionnaires to the lay faithful to get the response and didn't send the results to Rome. It is plain and simple. As an archbishop he should be ashamed of cheating the Catholic families and dare to send such an email to Dr. Kottoor. Dr. Kottoor you are doing an excellent job but you were too hurry to praise the archbishop.
Source http://almayasabdam.com/family-survey-ccv-still-on-search-dr-james-kottoor/ Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV): 

Has anyone answered the Family Survey CBCI Questionnaire?

By Dr. James Kottoor, Editor of Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV)
[image: image5.jpg]A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement

+ queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.
MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennai 600 028, INDIA
FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phane : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs

||IT||i || METAMORPHOSE

inet website : wiww.cphesians-511.net




Posted on July 8, 2015
https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2015/07/08/has-anyone-answered-the-family-survey-cbci-questionaire/
Dear Friends,
       I am earnestly seeking your help to unearth a tall claim made by one of the Spokesperson of the CBCI family commission that they made a family survey in India, got over 50,000 responses from over 80 of the 131 Latin dioceses, distributed the Lineamenta related adapted questionnaire in local languages like Hindi, Tamil etc. The person concerned asked me to check the CBCI family website.
        I did and the above details are from there, but I could not find what responses they got from lay people, if they wrote anything specific in the last BIG column to make their suggestions on burning racial family issues like promoting Pure Blood marriages, blocks created for inter-rite marriages etc. But none could give me specific answers, not even the CBCI Family Commission. I wrote to all of them. The ones who answered ask me: refer that, refer this etc. some of them non-existent, driving me from pillar to post.
       I inquired with my many friends if they received any questionnaire sent by CBCI to be filled in. No one in my contacts received them, nor did my parish priest or the editor of Sathyadeepam heard of it. Please let me know if you have seen any questionnaire distributed anywhere. I would be immensely grateful TO YOU for your help. Thanking you in advance and conveying you my good wishes and God bless,
James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com
Comments
fergus misquitta (@froggyferg) says:
July 9, 2015 at 12:47 pm
Here in Lonavla (Pune diocese) — a day or two, before the last date — we were given the forms after 7.00 AM Mass and asked to complete the forms in Church– and return them right away — there was really no time /chance to either really understand /ponder over the forms — most parishioners — like sheep in the flock filled them up with the ticks in the allocated boxes — I happened to take a bit of time — and was asked to ” hurry up” — What use / purpose such a survey will serve I cannot understand !!!!
Also shows that Bishops of the various dioceses care two hoots about a sincere request for information by Pope Francis —
As I have always said this wily bunch of senior clergy are too immersed/drowned in the luxuries of their positions — they CAN NEVER CHANGE !!!!
Let us really pray that Pope Francis succeeds in bringing about the change of the dirty mindset of these ROGUES / WOLVES
16/07/2015 at 12:14 am
Mumbai Laity writes: 
Many people tried to get forms but the site would just not open. The forms were distributed to persons whose views were in line with what the church wanted them to think. 
Family Survey: CCV still on Search! Dr. James Kottoor
By ALMAYASABDAM, 17/07/2015
Source: http://almayasabdam.com/family-survey-ccv-still-on-search-dr-james-kottoor/ Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV): 

Bombay’s Cardinal Oswald Gracias wrote to the Editor in Chief of CCV on July 14. The CCV heard of the survey for the first time on July 6th. Ever since that time our Editor was on a frantic search to unearth the real truth about the Survey. He wrote to very many people in different parts of the country. There is no doubt about a survey conducted, the doubt is about its tall claims. Here below is one instance, among many of his writing to: The Voice of Bombay’s Catholic Laity. Though the letter was not for publication, the editor published it. Kindly read the letter and the results it produced.

Joseph Mattappally (Associate Editor, CCV) jmattappally@gmail.com
From: Gordon Jacobs gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com 
To: James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com, Apostolic Nunciature nuntius@apostolicnunciatureindia.com 
CC: Archie Sodder arcanjosodder@hotmail.com, Arthur D’Mello ivasha@yahoo.com, Chhotebhai noronha.kp@gmail.com,  Christopher UCAN christytells1@gmail.com, Elaaine Rego elaainerego@gmail.com, Floyd Dsouza floyd.dsouza1@gmail.com, Joe Sodder zeziesodder@hotmail.com, Karen Dsouza big502007@gmail.com, Lucy D’Sa daslucky@hotmail.com, Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net, Retd. Justice Michael Saldanha mfsjr@rediffmail.com, V Antoni vantoni1965@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: ARCHBISHOP HOUSE UNDER CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS AND AFZAL KHAN 

Date: Sat, 18 July 2015 18:19:31 -0700
Dear James,

I got your ID from a friend. We are a group of practicing Catholics at Mumbai, that are following up on church related issues when there is no transparency in financial and church land sale matters besides other issues related to laity of the catholic church.

We are a team of four lawyers, professionals in finance and activists. We operate under the banner Association for Concerned Catholics. We too have been following up issues with our AB house where the administration prefers to remain silent and do not reply, believing we will give up our search for the truth in frustration. I believe you too are facing the same.

As far as the survey goes we too have asked for results as the majority of us Catholics were never part of the inputs of the survey.

We believe that the laity has been taken for a ride by the clergy for far too long and this must end.

Sole trusteeship is the main cause and we have a copy of the judgement from the Kerala high court stating this sole trusteeship must end. This has never been implemented.

This is a brief of me and my team AOCC.

Thank you. Gordon Jacobs 09819662963

--------------------------------------------

From: James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com  

To: Gordon Jacobs gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com
Cc: Archbishop Oswald Gracias abpossie@gmail.com, Major Archbishop of Trivandrum baselioscleemis@gmail.com, Rev K T Emmanuel ktemmanuel@gmail.com, Fergus Misquitta fergymisquitta@yahoo.in, Floyd Dsouza floyd.dsouza1@gmail.com, Geoff Fonseca geofffons@aol.com, Gloria Church Byculla gloriabyculla@yahoo.com, Good Shepherd Church goodshepherdchurch@hotmail.com, Joe Sodder zeziesodder@hotmail.com, Mount Carmel Church Bandra parishofficemcc@yahoo.com, Msgr. Mark Pinto markpintobom@yahoo.it, Neil Dias neilcdias@gmail.com, 
Our Lady of the Forsaken ghansolichurch@gmail.com, Overseas media cancelleria@diocesi.milano.it, Overseas media pcf@family.va, Patrick Dsouza Mahim 2patrickdsouza@gmail.com, Petrus Romanus resistancecatholique2@gmail.com, Pius Xii College Mumbai piuscol@mtnl.net.in, Sacred Heart Church S Cruz sacredheartchurch54@gmail.com, Saint Anne Parish anneparish@gmail.com, Saint Joseph Church stjosephchurchocd@in.com, Salvation Church Dadar salvacaochurch@yahoo.in, Sister Margaret Fernandes fernandesmargaret@gmail.com, St Michael's Church Mahim stmichaelmahim@gmail.com, St Thomas Goregaon stthomaschurch09@gmail.com, Stampa Estera segreteria@stampa-estera.it, Subhash Anand cpag.gsc@gmail.com, The Editor editor@examiner.in, V Antoni vantoni1965@gmail.com, Vatican Radio engindia@vatiradio.va, Joseph Mattappally jmattappally@gmail.com, Zach Nedunkanal znperingulam@gmail.com, Kurien Joseph kurien.joseph@gmail.com, Isaac Gomes isaacgomes@hotmail.com, Jose Joseph jose.kalliduckil@gmail.com, Mathew Joseph jmathew@msn.com, John Thekkedam thekkedamj@yahoo.in, Jose Paul Payappilly josepaul321@yahoo.co.in, Simon Joseph si007james@gmail.com, Jijo jijobabyjose@gmail.com, anoop george anoopg@hotmail.co.uk, Jos Joseph josantonyjoseph@gmail.com, Alphonsa Sebastian-Bernard mary11228@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: ARCHBISHOP HOUSE UNDER CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS AND AFZAL KHAN

Date: Saturday, July 18, 2015, 6:37 PM

My dear Gordon Jacobs, 

Greetings from James Kottoor. I am replying only because I happened to get this mail from you. It looks you know me more than I know you. So please tell me more about you.

Honestly I am in a frantic search to find out the real truth about the family survey for the Synod, called for by the Pope. I know for certain, that Pope Francis wanted it to be a public survey of the views of the very ordinary laity, a transparent survey carried out with public participation and open discussion similar to the one he conducted at the extraordinary Synod in October 2014, a survey of the whole church in India, not of various divisions in the church in India like the Latin Church, Syromalabar Church, Syromalankara Church etc., a publicly announced survey through parishes, dioceses, Catholic publications, through questionnaires in various languages distributed for the people to fill up during a reasonable time given, one or two weeks.  

I have been writing articles on the urgency to conduct such a survey from last November and sending them to all bishops in India through e-mails available at the CBCI website. Till now I heard from no one about such a survey being conducted by any one. It was then someone reprimandingly wrote to me asking why I did not do research about a great survey done by Bombay Archdiocese. 

Since Cardinal Oswald Gracias himself wrote a survey was done, I have absolutely no reason to disbelieve. But I want to come to grips with real facts. I wrote to Cardinal Baselios Cleemis more than a week ago, since he is the Chairman of the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI) asking if such a survey was done (Also to Cardinal Alencherry) but both have not answered me till now. So my treasure hunt for truth is still going on.

Laity Voice of Bombay was very kind to publish some of my writings in this connection and some persons of good will responded giving me a very grim picture of the so called survey. I will be grateful if anyone can help me find the truth, the bright side of it. 

As for me I believe in transparency. I have nothing to hide, nor have any axe to grind with anyone. To know more about what our group is doing here and the global portal we are running just read the two attachments.

All of you know Catholic publications are all caged parrots, giving wings to their masters' voice only and never publishing anything critical of their vested interests. So we are running two websites, one called: Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV) all in English and its parent edition for Malayalam readers now for four years. We are working with Laitytude, now five years old and started for the same purpose. So let us all work together to expose truth and the TRUTH as Jesus said will make us FREE. God bless you all. 

PS: We are not here to prove anyone wrong but to find out the credible truth:

Did the Church in India respond as one united CBCI as the Pope wanted?

James Kottoor

Santhibhavan, 31/2249, Thammanam PO, Ernakulam, Kochi - 682032, Kerala, India         

Ph. 0484-2344679, Mob: +91 9446219203

jameskottoor@gmail.com, jkottoor@asianetindia.com  

From: Gordon Jacobs gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com
To: Jyoti Shelar Mumbai Mirror jyoti.shelar@timesgroup.com, Major Archbishop of Trivandrum baselioscleemis@gmail.com 
CC: Julio Ribeiro jfr@indianmi.org, V Antoni vantoni1965@gmail.com, Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net, Shailesh Andrade shailesh.andrade@gmail.com, Vanessa Creado creado_vanessa@hotmail.com, Vatican Radio engindia@vatiradio.va 
Date: Sun, 19 Jul 2015 03:39:09 -0700
Subject: CCBI Family commission Bishop Lawrence Pius writes to CCV editor James Kottoor
CCBI Family Commission Bishop Lawrence Pius Writes to CCV Editor James Kottoor
https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2015/07/19/ccbi-family-commission-bishop-lawrence-pius-writes-to-ccv-editor-james-kottoor/ 

Posted on July 19, 2015 by The Voice of Bombay's Catholic Laity

Source: http://almayasabdam.com/ccbi-family-commission-bishop-lawrence-pius-writes-to-ccv-editor/ 

(Note: The whole Catholic Church in India is made up of three Rites, Latin, Syromalabar and Syromalankara. It is known as the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI). All three of them together have 170 dioceses. The biggest partner in this three Rite combine is the Latin Church with 131 dioceses. It is known as Catholic Conference of Bishops of India (CCBI). Its Family Commission is made up of Bishop Lawrence Pius of Dharmapuri Diocese, Chairman and four members: Fr Milton Gonsalves, Fr Arul Raj, Bangalore, Fr Cajetan Menezes, Mumbai and Alan Doulton, Pune. The letter below received on July 17th is a reply to CCV editor’s Email of July 6, 2015 sent to the Bishop with copy to four members. Editor)
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Dear Mr. James Kottoor,

Greetings from the Bishop’s House, Dharmapuri! As promised I am responding your email. First of all I would like to state that this is the first time I am receiving emails from you. Secondly, a word of appreciation to you for your interest and enthusiasm in all that takes place in the Church in India. You have shown a particular interest in family issues. I feel very happy about this.

Having said this, I am afraid you are not getting the correct information regarding the CCBI Family Commission. Let me clarify that the CBCI has no family commission. But the CCBI has. I am unaware whether the other two ritual churches have family commissions. Last year in response to the Lineamenta and the questions that followed it, the questions were sent to all the Latin dioceses. However only around 60 dioceses out of 125 dioceses responded. The answers were collated by a team headed by me and sent to Rome well ahead of the Extraordinary Synod.

However a group of well-meaning laity headed by Mr. Chhotebhai of Kanpur wrote in the New Leader and other magazines stating that the laity were not consulted with regard to the questions. They wrongly said that only 46 dioceses were responded to the questionnaire.

This year in preparation for the Ordinary Synod in October, 2015, to make it public to all Catholic, the 46 questions and the summary of the Lineamenta were published in Catholic magazines like New Leader and Examiner. So nobody can say he/she was kept in the dark about the Lineamenta. Further, a simplified questionnaire based on these 46 questions were sent to all the dioceses through the respective bishops and Family Commission Secretaries. We received more than 55 thousand responses out of which 22 thousands from Tamil Nadu alone. Again all the responses were collated and sent to Rome before April 15, 2015.

Having done all this, the members of CCBI Family Commission as well as I was pained to read in the Indian Currents an article by you stating that nothing was done by the bishops for the Extraordinary Synod and that things may go in the same way this year too.

I do hope you get your facts correct before dashing off articles in periodicals. We have demanded an unconditional apology from the editor of Indian Currents for his irresponsible and populist kind of journalism. May God bless you!

Yours Fraternally in Christ,

†Lawrence Pius, D.D., Bishop of Dharmapuri, Bishop’s House, Gundalapatty Medu, Dharmapuri – 636 701, S. India

(Note: What follows is the reply of CCV editor to Bishop Lawrence. What the editor knows for certain from reliable sources is that neither the Editor of Indian Currents, Delhi, nor the editor of Sathyadeepam, Kochi never heard of the survey under discussion until he raised the question. –Editor)

James Kottoor, 17 July 2015 at 13:21

Dear Bishop Lawrence Pius,

Heartfelt greetings, coupled with ‘Congrats’ from  James Kottoor,  just a very distant follower of the country bread carpenter on Nazareth, nothing more, nothing less.

Congrats because you have proved to be a man of your word because I told my co-editors already yesterday, that I must be getting a letter from you as promised. This is just a note to acknowledge receipt of your letter only, as I too happen to be overloaded with work from dawn to dusk as the Chief Editor of a very busy Global website called, Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV). More about it and other discussions half way, can be found in the attachments.

As you say, it is our first personal encounter, I don’t know you and you don’t know me either. This I hope will be made up in due course. The subject we are discussing is known to you as one presiding over a family commission, and to me as one dragged into it ever since Dec. 13/2013 when I had a personal discussion of the topic with Cardinal Alencherry.

Just one more point only for the moment. You speak of my incorrect information about CCBI as different from CBCI. You easily find CBCI in the Google search, but not CCBI since it is only a part. I am focused on the whole Church in India, the CBCI  which the Pope asked to conduct a survey, not to CCBI which is just a part only and which alone may be your vineyard to look after.

When almost all doors remained closed in spite of my knocking to get information about the survey conducted, I wrote  simultaneously also to  the head of the CBCI, Cardinal Baselios Cleemis  (also to Cardinal Alencherry) asking if the Survey asked for the by the Pope was actually done. 
To this day I have not heard from them. But I heard from Cardinal Oswald Gracias, to whom I didn’t write at all. He wrote about the survey he conducted and I answered him and discussions on it are going on all over India, in portals like CCV, Laitytude etc.

So a lot of water has already flown through the Tiber, ever since our first letters. To learn what has happened kindly check the attachment dealing with Cardinal writes to CCV Editor and CCV Editors to know about us, Family Survey Search on, to know what is happening now, and “Who destroys Catholic Families, in India”, (see attachment: Pure Blood Promoters) one of the many articles I wrote on a terminator cancer eating into the vitals of Catholic families, one sore point on which the Hierarchical church in India stay tight lipped. I hope our bishops will definitely discuss it before they go to Rome.

Sorry I am burdening you with a lot of reading work. But I have been forwarding all my articles to all bishops in India through emails available in the CBCI website. So you also must have been receiving them. But my great regret is that not a single bishop gave me even a hint of the survey you say, you conducted. That is the state of vertical dialogue we have in India.

Once again many thanks for writing this letter. Hoping to learn more in due course and praying for the advent of the day when we all will be united and concerned about the whole Church in India (see attachment Bombay Laity Voice) and not just a part of it only imitating Cane saying: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Let His prayer (John 17) come true to remedy all such divisions.

James Kottoor, Chief Editor, CCV

5 Attachments
(Note: What follows is the first letter that the CCV editor wrote on July 6th to Bishop Lawrence Pius of the CCBI family commission. -Editor)

On Mon, Jul 6, 2015 at 7:56 PM, James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com wrote:

Dear Bishop Lawrence and coworkers in CBCI Family division,

Prayerful greetings from James Kottoor. I happen to be the Chief Editor of Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV) for the time being, running this portal in collaboration with two others as a free service, not for any profit. See attachment about us (CCV).

Even otherwise I have been writing on Synodal Survey from December 2013 onwards after personal discussions with Cardinal Alencherry to find out why no family survey is done in India in 2014 by Indian bishops irrespective of their Rite differences.

I used to send all my writings to all Indian bishops through emails available in the CBCI directory. In many of them I used to highlight the importance of the Survey and some burning issues destroying families in India which the bishops should discuss and settle.

One article in this context is: Who destroys Catholic Families in India? See Pure Blood attachment.  This too also was sent to all Indian Bishops and 20 people reacted to it including one bishops. So you too must have received it.

Similarly another thorny issue giving heart burns to Catholic families is getting Free Status certificate for inter-Rite marriages. When it exploded in Delhi in the secular press I wrote: Eparchy Issue Explodes in Delhi and was sent to all Indian Bishops but no one responded or reacted. I don’t mention here many more I sent. I even offered the CCV as a forum for discussing 46 questions of the Synod on a national or regional level, but no bishop responded.

It is from Alan Doulton I learned few days ago that Latin Bps did a survey. To know about other Rites, I may have to write to them separately, since Catholic Church in India is not working as one man.

I still believe the Church in India, and everywhere else, should be a united church irrespective of Rite divisions, a transparent and dialoguing Church, where Bishops should dialogue with all Church Citizens. Ever since Francis used this phrase we don’t use the term Laity, which has become pejorative like Sudras in Indian Caste system.

So please let us know, what important things the Church citizens surveyed wrote in the last column where they are asked to write their suggestions. How many wrote about Endogamy which is promoted by bishops and opposed by Church Citizens and memorandums are being sent to the Pope even now because of this tug of war.

Looking forward to the valuable data you have collected from Church Citizens in India and conveying CCV’s good wishes to everyone in your team,

Respectfully

James Kottoor (Editor in Chief, CCV)

Comments

gordonjacobs2004 says:
July 20, 2015 at 10:54 am
This is one big eyewash and another well thought out attempt to fool the people of God. I am sure we have all seen through these cloaks of blood.

ralphcoelho says:
July 20, 2015 at 11:46 pm
It is puzzling to see how Bishops, once Oswald Gracias and now Lawrence Pius, think that what they have done fulfils the “wide consultation” that Pope Francis requested.

In any other human institution a request or suggestion by a senior officer is taken to be an order, politely worded. In the Catholic Church, as also happened with the Jews, the response is minimal to satisfy the law.

They are well aware of the limited readership of these magazines even by lay professionals.

From the start the three instruments of support of the Catholic Family – Marriage Preparation, Pre-nuptial Inquiry and the Marriage Tribunal have received scant support. The first two have not been upgraded since they were instituted soon after Vatican II. They neither include the latest teaching of the church nor a response to the rapidly changing and increasingly vicious culture pervading sexuality and family. Democracy and governance are used to destroy them if they do not bend to the will of as society that seeks to justify pleasure over (agape) love.

The Marriage Tribunals are kept on their toes because they are reviewed annually at least by Rome.

The laity choose to be ignorant of contemporary Church teaching (many who use the internet can access it free of charge and in typical middle class manner respond to the church much as they respond in politics – they should not be expected to learn for themselves. The Church colludes in ignoring this chosen ignorance when it should be emphasising the responsibility of theirs expressed in Gaudium et Spes No 16.
Unearthing the whole Truth in all Charity CCV Exposes Flaws in Family Survey Claims James Kottoor
https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2015/07/24/unearthing-the-whole-truth-in-all-charity-ccv-exposes-flaws-in-family-survey-claims-james-kottoor/ 
By Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV) 
Posted on July 24, 2015 by The Voice of Bombay's Catholic Laity
Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV) http://www.almayasabdam.com heard for the first time on July 6th, of a Family Survey of the Latin Church in India. Then what about surveys in Syromalabar and Malankara churches? Did the Pope ask for a Rite-specific survey or a survey of the whole Church in India? Is it right for any Rite to go it alone like Cain saying: Am I my brother’s keeper? These and other questions, it raised.

The news came like a bolt from the blue because, the news source said a survey was done, tabulated and results already packed off to Rome. So CCV, felt like a watchman caught napping and so started a frantic search to unearth the whole Truth in all Charity. That search is still on. CCV had been in the forefront talking about this survey and even offering itself as a possible forum for discussion to the Bishops, In spite of it, how could it have missed this news or was not informed of it?

In the meantime, CCV received a letter from Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay which it published and answered with great appreciation. Discussions are still going on as many things are not still clear. Bishop Lawrence Pius, Chairman of the Latin Church (CCBI) family commission also wrote on July 17th replying to our letter of July 6th which also was published in CCV and Laity Voice of Bombay and replied to collect facts from a wider public. CCV published another article: Family Survey: CCV still on Search! seeking more facts from readers. So far CCV has received 16 reactions from UK, US, Canada and from various parts of India.

All except one from a member of the Family Commission, are supportive of what CCV has been doing so far. This can be verified from letters published below to draw one’s own conclusions. Unfortunately we have not received replies from the heads of Syromalabar and Malankara Church who is the present Head of the CBCI which covers the whole church in India and therefore the final authority to say if a survey of the whole church in India was done.

Our sole purpose here is to unearth facts, not to sit in judgment on any but to promote unity and collaboration to help the Church in India act as one man. The happy outcome of this exercise, must have been that CCV has helped to start a Vertical Dialogue in the Church in India for the first time, since the principle is that the teaching church also has to listen humbly and learn diligently from the faithful and the learning church also has to do these two duties with added vigor, as the Pope says. He teaches what he preaches by example, by saying, “I have made a mistake” ever so many times now and the most striking of it, saying: “I am a sinner.” How much more can he humble himself? It is in this spirit we continue this vertical dialogue in CCV.
Dear Respected Bishop Lawrence,
May I bring to your kind attention some of the amusing howlers, contradictions and confusions I happened to come across on second reading of the statements of the CCBI Family Commission members themselves?
For example in your letter to me of July 17th you wrote: “questions were sent to all the Latin dioceses. However only around 60 dioceses out of 125 dioceses responded. The answers were collated by a team headed by me and sent to Rome well ahead of the Extraordinary Synod… 46 questions the summary of the Lineamenta were published in Catholic magazines like New Leader and Examiner…. get your facts correct before dashing off articles in periodicals. We have demanded an unconditional apology from the editor of Indian Currents for his irresponsible and populist kind of journalism”

Alan Doulton, of your Family Commission wrote addressing me (Kottoor) in Matters India on June 30: “CCBI Family Commission has conducted a survey where over 100 Latin dioceses in India returned more than 56000 responses…. with immediate effect you post a correction.” 
Alan wrote to me on July 4th, “This questionnaire had an overwhelming response from over 50,000 respondents spreading across more than 80 of the 131 Latin dioceses in India…. It helps to do some R&D before you publish.”
Mumbai Laity of July 19 asks: “AS FAR AS MUMBAI IS CONCERNED, COULD ANYONE POINT OUT IN WHICH EXAMINER THE 46 QUESTIONS WERE PRINTED?” Mumbai Laity
Marked in Red are the words and statements that sound confusing or don’t sound quiet correct for me. Nay some literally contradict to my idiotic reasoning. You dear Bishop, speak of around 60 dioceses which responded and Alan of over 100 dioceses. Which is correct? You speak of 125 Latin dioceses in India and Alan of 131 dioceses. Who has the facts correct? You speak of coming synod as Extraordinary. As far as I know coming one is Ordinary and last year’s was extraordinary. Who is correct: you or me?

Alan Doulton of your Family Commission writes in Matters India, June 30th that over 100 Latin dioceses in India returned more than 56000 responses… But in his letter of July 4th to me he writes that more than 80 dioceses sent in over 50000 responses. Here the tug of war is between 100 dioceses and just 80 which responded in a scientifically conducted survey by a very responsible team, not a one-man battalion like mine. We make mistakes while talking from the top thoughtlessly. But how can a difference of 6000 come in a written statement for publication?

You say 46 questions were published in NL and Examiner but Mumbai Laity asks: “In which Examiner 46 questions published? I can’t answer it, because I didn’t say it. Will the one who said it, please answer?

Now you my respectful Bishop, “demand” not ask or request, an “unconditional apology” and Alan my younger brother ask for a “correction” to be posted “with immediate effect”. Honestly I am at a loss to see from the above conflicting statements, who has done wrong: me? Bishop? Alan? Or Indian Currents? And what wrong any one of us has done which warrants an unconditional apology? Even so who has been “irresponsible” in making the statements quoted above: Me? Bishop? Alan? Or IC?

So you readers of the CCV, I want to be the first to say “I have goofed”, “I made a blunder” “I have made a mistake” etc. But please point out to me — a guy very slow to understand — where I have failed, without mincing words, that is doing the service of a devil’s advocate. Kindly think it over slowly without jumping to conclusions and please give this fallible me some sane advice without being judgmental of course, because “judge not and you shall not be judged” is what my Lord tells me. Then how can I or you say NO to Him, of all people? 

James Kottoor.

PS: See below also some 16* reactions I received which may be considered as (Vox Populi), voice of the general public.

gordonjacobs2004: 

July 9, 2015 at 3:22 am
These are all cock and bull stories and claims that are made. Like you said none of your contacts have received the same, this in itself shows their concocted story.

Larry carney:
bethanylm@wightman.ca, July 20, 2015
James,

Congratulations!  You have done a lot of hard, important work.  Thank you.  I think this is the general direction that we, the bottom but a huge part of the Church and the Body of “Christ, have to take. Unfortunately, I have a hard time fully understanding the situation in India from my position in North America; I see better now the huge cultural differences.

But I trust that the Lord is somehow using us all, as we move on toward the complete reign of God.  Peace, Love & Best Wishes… Larry Carney, Canada

Joseph Chacko:
peeceej@hotmail.com 21 July 2015
Dear Dr. Kottoor,   Our archbishop came to Kilpauk (Chennai, Madras-Mylapore) parish in March and asked Synod questions to a selected audience. Each question had six or more different answers. I do not know how the archbishop completed the questionnaire.
The Syro Malabar Rite branch here is in full action collecting funds for constructing new churches. Our archbishop has not given his consent for a diocese within the diocese.  The SMR activists appears to be lying low for the arrival of a new archbishop.  Regards, P. C. Joseph

*The other 13 reactions are copied at other places in this report, under the different respective URLs since several of the articles/blogs overlap and are reproduced in one another -Michael
gordonjacobs2004:
July 24, 2015 at 5:40 am
There are 16 who have responded, to the subject. See how the laity is being fooled once again. Italian media have sent you the complete track feedback, now you can see what the laity say, and their feelings. This is one big bloody sham with the sham cock and his hens sitting on top and making the Vatican and the Holy Father believe all is well. The crowning glory is the head sham cock is part of the Holy Father’s inner circle and adviser. What a shame, shame and more shame.

Cardinal writes to CCV editor

Source: http://almayasabdam.com/a-gracias-reply-from-an-eminent-shepherd/ 

By ALMAYASABDAM Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV) 17/07/2015
Dear Dr. Kottoor,                                                                                                                                                                         July 13, 2015 
I saw your article “No Indian Bishop responds to Papal Call?” You already have received some response saying that your article was not accurate. I write to inform you that the Archdiocese of Bombay did an extensive study regarding this. It was discussed by the Priests’ Council, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, all Parish Councils, groups of priests, and some of the Commissions in the Archdiocese. Besides, we had two questionnaires, the detailed one of 46 questions sent by the Synod Secretariat and a summarized version of 10 questions. I am also on the Council of the Synod and I know the Indian contribution has been appreciated.  
With kind regards and best wishes,
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bombay
Dr. Kottoor Replies:

Your Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias, 
        I am overjoyed, highly honored, also pleasantly surprised to receive this Email from you, unasked, while to many I wrote for information didn't even care to answer. So a million thanks to your graceful answer without asking.
        The reason for great joy, is you gave me the answer I was looking for ever since it was brought to my notice for the first time only a week ago that the CBCI did conduct a survey, and that without the knowledge even of important Church media, like  Indian Currents. 
         So I wrote to Cardinals Baselios Cleemis being the President of the CBCI, also to Cardinal Alencherry. From both I still have not received a reply. So I think it is not correct for me to believe that the CBCI conducted a survey. 
         I had also written to Bishop Lawrence Pius of the Family Commission, among very many others in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai and Bangalore. Bishop Pius did answer saying he was busy and will write on July 17.  I replied, I will wait for that.
         Since no survey was conducted last year, I have been writing articles about the urgency of conducting one at least this year, ever since last November and sending them to all bishops. Unfortunately I was not lucky to receive even a hint from any bishop about your Survey. That is precisely why I titled my article as a big question mark: No Indian Bishop conducted a Survey? since it was beyond my wildest of imagination that a survey could be conducted in secret without any publicity.
          So I stand corrected as far as Bombay is concerned and promise to send your letter and my reply to Indian Currents to rectify the wrong or doubtful question raised.  It will be published also in our website: Church Citizens' Voice (www.almayasabdam.com).
            Once again conveying you my great appreciation and sincere thanks for your generous gesture.
James Kottoor

Editor, Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV)

Dear James,
Your reply to Cardinal Gracias is full of overenthusiastic praise and unnecessary humility as if he has done some great act of benevolence and heavenly sympathy towards some miserable creatures! All this is baseless exaggeration of a sentiment that the ignorant and slavish faithful are expected to show towards bishops. What he has done is just give a short reply to innumerable letters you had sent him seeking clarity about an urgent question that concerns the entire church. There is no word of excuse in his letter for keeping you waiting for so long, nor any details about the questionnaires he speaks of. Let us be cautious about taking his words on their face value. We have to have proof of what he claims to have done either from his own office or from elsewhere. There too he has given you no hint as to where to look for this proof. I'm hesitant to believe him. If any survey had been done, how come that even Laitytude or individuals we have approached had had no idea about it at all? And he doesn't mention at all about the measure of participation of the lay people in the survey. He should at least have given you a place or person for further contact and inquiry about the matter. Even if such a survey took place, it was dominated by the clergy, according to his own words. And what kind of farce that must have been!
Zacharias Nedunkanal (Associate Editor CCV)
Chacko Kalarickal
Jul 17, 2015 9:37pm
       According to the archbishop of Bombay: "It (family survey) was discussed by the Priests’ Council, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, all Parish Councils, groups of priests, and some of the Commissions in the Archdiocese."
      This survey was supposed to be conducted among the Catholic families. The intention of the questionnaire was to get a feedback from those who live family life, not for a discussion among the councils the Archbishop refers to in his letter. Not only that, he is claiming that the archdiocese of Bombay did an extensive study. Who did that study? Not the lay people/Catholic families? What a pity!  That means the archdiocese didn't send the questionnaires to the lay faithful to get their response and so he must have sent the response of Bombay priests to Rome.
       It is plain and simple. As an archbishop he should be ashamed of cheating the Catholic families and I think he should not have sent such an email to Dr. Kottoor.  And Dr. Kottoor, you are doing an excellent job but you were in too much of a hurry to praise the archbishop.
Chacko Kalarical
Isaac Gomes 
St. Xavier's College, Kolkata Jul 15, 2015 8:25pm, Jul 19, 2015 11:13am
Dear Mr. Zacharias Nedunkanal, you are absolutely correct. The Cardinal just made a statement - he did not give any proof of the filled up questionnaires which he claims was done in Mumbai Archdiocese. At least he could have sent a few scanned copies of the questionnaires signed by respondents. 
The matter needs to be probed further. Why is the Editor of Indian Currents keeping quiet? Just because he happens to be a priest? What about carrying out his primary job searching for Truth and reporting the Truth? 

As far as I know Pope Francis's email ID is not available in the public domain. The Pope needs to be informed of the shallow, stage-managed survey conducted in the Archdiocese of Bombay and certified by Cardinal Oswald Gracias. Somebody must find out the Pope's email ID or means to contact him directly through Skype and brief him on the farce. Otherwise he will be blindly going by the hierarchical reporting of the Cardinal who speaks on behalf of India and also happens to be one of the wise men of the Pope's inner circle. In Bengal there is a saying: "Shorsher modhyei bhoot" literally meaning there is ghost inside the mustard seed and inner meaning being there are crooks within an apparently corruption-free body. If the Pope blindly goes by hierarchical reporting of his cardinals on the family survey, then he will be doing a great injustice to the laity whom no wonder the Church calls "Sheep" meaning Bhola, Bhala and Boka faithful who are meant to be taken for a ride by the Church, especially the Indian Church.
To prove his point that a survey was indeed carried out in the Archdiocese of Bombay, the Cardinal must show some filled in Questionnaires with names and addresses of Respondents. 
Dr. Kottoor must be helped to find some clue on how to communicate directly with the Pope and present to him the actual picture of the Family Survey before Cardinal Oswald's version is taken as Gospel truth and wrongly considered the official position of the India Laity.

Zacharias Nedunkanal (Associate Editor CCV)
Perumkulam, Kerala, Jul 16, 2015 5:13am
A good sample of reactions to the Mumbai Cardinal's claim of conducting a survey on Christian families is what is sent by the Mumbailaity. This is just what I had expected. It reads: "Many people tried to get forms but the site would just not open. The forms were distributed to persons whose views were in line with what the church wanted them to think." (Mumbailaity)
As I already said, this is a farce. As a member of the Synod council, the Cardinal has to show that he has done something. I've asked my friends and many others through them in Mumbai, if they are aware of such a survey and none of them could answer me affirmatively. None of them have seen a questionnaire in any media nor heard of it. What then does the Cardinal mean when he mentions two separate questionnaires? As I suspect, he has managed to get a few of the clergy under his jurisdiction to fill in a few of the copies and has made a so called report on people's participation to be presented in Rome. I challenge him or his office to counter this suspicion and provide proof of laity participation. The same challenge is placed before other prelates in India especially those in Kerala. This is not a secret to be kept to themselves but has to be published here so that the believers have some idea of what their bishops as their representatives have to present in the Synod in Rome. The Pope and the Synod is not interested in the opinion of the bishops but the constructive reaction of the families themselves. Otherwise the family synod has no meaning at all. As long as they have no proof of a church wide survey, they are to be disbelieved and considered as cheats and humbugs. As such none of them should be allowed to go to the Synod and act as representatives of the faithful here. This is a matter that deserves serious attention from every Christian in land. If there's a blatant lie involved, the culprits ought to be brought to book.
From: (Bishop) Agnelo Gracias agnelorg@gmail.com To: gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com
Cc: Around 45 email ids including several bishops Date: Saturday, July 25, 2015, 5:47 PM
Subject: CCBI Family commission Bishop Lawrence Pius writes to CCV editor James Kottoor 
Dear Gordon Jacobs, 

I am in Asansol, West Bengal on an assignment from the Sacred Congregation for the Evangelization of People. I opened my inbox and saw your email with regard to the Family Synod. I generally do not open all my emails - there are more than 8639 of them at present in my Inbox! It is impossible to read them all. But since your email dealt with the Family Synod and I am in charge of the Family apostolate in the Archdiocese, your email caught my attention.

You have asked in which issue of The Examiner the 46 questions appeared. Luckily, I have a soft copy of The Examiner issues. The whole questionnaire appeared in the issue of Feb 14, 2015. I might mention also that it was put on the website of the Archdiocese and it is still on the website (http://archdioceseofbombay.org/resources/family-synod-2015-survey-questionnaire). 

Besides, the Office for Lay Collaboration in Ministry (OLCM) printed thousands of copies of the Questionnaire. On February 28, 2015 we had a special session to train people to conduct the questionnaire at the March Parish Pastoral Council.  The Parish Councils were asked to keep the March Meeting to discuss the questionnaire and the results were sent to Snehalaya.  The questionnaire was discussed by the Priests’ Council, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council. The priests had a special session on this.

The CRI also organized one for the nuns and the seminarians too had a discussion on it. Some other groups, like the CFC, the Family Commission etc. also had a session on it. We tried to give as extensive coverage as possible to the questionnaire. 

With kind regards, 

+Agnelo Gracias

From: gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com To: (Bishop) Agnelo Gracias agnelorg@gmail.com 
CC: Around 45 email ids including several bishops Date: Sun, 26 Jul 2015 00:16:29 -0700

Subject: CCBI Family commission Bishop Lawrence Pius writes to CCV editor James Kottoor 
Dear Bp. Agnelo,

Not everyone reads the Examiner page to page.

Don’t you believe it would have been ideal for parishes to have informed tha laity and to encourage them to join the survey? In fact the survey webpage was sent to me by Astrid Lobo Gajiwala.

Like me there were a lot of Catholics who were unaware about the same.

Of course I too believe this is all a hogwash, where only those who can provide feedback that are pleasing to the ear are invited.

So it be. I did circulate the survey to many of my friends and am sure they would give a feedback that they feel is the best.

I believe in fair play and honesty and do not tailor my pajama to a desired objective.

Thanks. Gordon Jacobs 9819662963 

From: James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com 
To: arcanjo sodder arcanjosodder@hotmail.com 
CC: Allan de Noronha noronha.kp@gmail.com, Gordon Jacobs gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com, Bishop Rodrigues bpjohnrodrigues@gmail.com, Cardinal Pell info@ior.va, Fr Sunder kalambolichurch@gmail.com, Bishop Pune Dabre punedioc@vsnl.com, Archbishop of Bangalore archbishop@bangalorearchdiocese.com, Archbishop of New Delhi archbish@vsnl.com, Karen Coutto big502007@gmail.com, Bishop Felix archbp.48@gmail.com, Fr Adrian fradrianf@yahoo.com, Fr Rui Comelo rcomelo@yahoo.co.in, Fr Michael Goveas mwgoveas@gmail.com, Bishop Fernandes bpdsf@rediffmail.com, Fr Clement de Lima clemlima@gmail.com, Fr M Pinto m.pintosj@gmail.com, Elaaine Rego elaainerego@gmail.com, Bishop of Belgaum belgaumdiocese@rediffmail.com, Archbishop Goa archbpgoa@gmail.com,  Freddy Pinto pintos_5@yahoo.co.in, Cardinal Burke civcsva.pref@ccscrlife.va, Archbishop Kochi curia@ernakulamarchdiocese.org, Pro nuncio nuntius@apostolicnunciatureindia.com, Joseph Vaz Goa joe@vaz.in,  Archdiocese Administrator- Sunder fin.adm.archbom@gmail.com, Fr Vernon Aguiar vernonaguiar@hotmail.com, Dolphy Dsouza policereformswatch@gmail.com, Joan Fernandes joanfernandes52@yahoo.co.in, Floyd Dsouza floyd.dsouza1@gmail.com, zezie sodder zeziesodder@hotmail.com, john menezes johnmenezesin@yahoo.com,  Christopher UCAN christytells1@gmail.com, prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net, Fr Milton Gonsalves svpchurchkhar@gmail.com, Kevin Dsouza kevindsouza2006@yahoo.co.in, Agnelo Gracias agnelorg@gmail.com, Karen Fonseca karenfons@gmail.com, Fr Nigel Barrett barrett.nigel@gmail.com, Bishop Percival Fernandez bp.percivalfernandez@gmail.com, Fr Reuben Tellis frreuben@gmail.com, Fr Warner Dsouza warnie33@yahoo.com,  Bishop Elias Amravati eliasg4@hotmail.com, Astrid Lobo asklobog@gmail.com, Archbishop Oswald Gracias abpossie@gmail.com, Fr Ryan Fernandes frair.ryan@gmail.com, Fr Cedric Prakash cedricprakash@gmail.com, CBCI India cbcisec@gmail.com, znperingulam@gmail.com, Joseph Mattappally jmattappally@gmail.com 
Date: Mon, 27 Jul 2015 12:15:14 +0530
Subject: Re: Family survey
Dear Friends Arcanjo, Chottebhai and Gorden Jacobs, 

        Since I happened to know all three of you (never met) as men of honor, transparency who say what they say and mean what they say I take the liberty to say a few words.  

         If what Arcanjo says is what is really  happening, it makes me terribly sad and grief stricken and inclined to believe fully what some described the Church in the Extra ordinary synod,  not holy, catholic, apostolic etc. but "sancti peccatori" I know we are all frail but not to this extend. Few words to the intelligent (Intelligenti Paucca) so no more on it.

         And to Chottebhai I have to fully agree with you when you say: "I daresay that some of the language being used is not conducive to dialogue" especially when they come  from highly placed persons who should set an example of not being judgmental, let alone judging outright without clear facts.

        As for Gordon Jacob I ready go along with you: "Not everyone reads the Examiner page to page. Don’t you believe it would have been ideal for parishes to have informed that laity and to encourage them to join the survey?"

        In fact I wrote in another place that I was expecting the CBCI Chairman Baselios to send a pastoral letter to bishops to be read in all parishes and published in all vernacular media to wake up the laity and distribute questionnaires to those on the pews and explain in two sermons how to fill them up. And I was fooled and caught napping, I who was talking too much about the survey and offering even my website CCV for it to bishops.

        I wonder why this common sense is found wanting among our eminent persons. May be common sense is the most uncommon sense. All these are happening when I have published the survey results of Europe and US. I didn't know what was happening right under my nose. To this day I didn't have the good fortune to see a questionnaire. I haven't even heard from Cardinal Baselios and my own Alencherry who calls me back when I fail to connect him on the phone.

        I am more and more convinced where there is no healthy vertical communication (which is the life blood for body) that Church is dead and must be burred before it starts stinking. This is my conviction, I don't mean to hurt anyone. God bless you and may His peace abide with you. 
James

From: Allan de Noronha noronha.kp@gmail.com  
To: Gordon Jacobs gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com 
CC: Bishop Rodrigues bpjohnrodrigues@gmail.com, Cardinal Pell info@ior.va, Fr Sunder kalambolichurch@gmail.com,  Bishop Pune Dabre punedioc@vsnl.com, Archbishop of Bangalore archbishop@bangalorearchdiocese.com, Archbishop of New Delhi archbish@vsnl.com, Karen Dsouza big502007@gmail.com, Bishop Felix archbp.48@gmail.com, Fr Adrian fradrianf@yahoo.com, Fr Rui Comelo rcomelo@yahoo.co.in, Fr Michael Goveas mwgoveas@gmail.com, Bishop Fernandes bpdsf@rediffmail.com, Fr Clement de Lima clemlima@gmail.com, Fr M Pinto m.pintosj@gmail.com, Elaaine Rego elaainerego@gmail.com, Bishop of Belgaum belgaumdiocese@rediffmail.com, James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com,  Archbishop Goa archbpgoa@gmail.com, Freddy Pinto pintos_5@yahoo.co.in, Cardinal Burke civcsva.pref@ccscrlife.va,  Archbishop Kochi curia@ernakulamarchdiocese.org, Apostolic Nunciature nuntius@apostolicnunciatureindia.com, Joseph Vaz Goa joe@vaz.in, Archdiocese Administrator- Sunder fin.adm.archbom@gmail.com, Fr Vernon Aguiar vernonaguiar@hotmail.com, Dolphy Dsouza policereformswatch@gmail.com, Joan Fernandes joanfernandes52@yahoo.co.in, Floyd Dsouza floyd.dsouza1@gmail.com, Joe Sodder zeziesodder@hotmail.com, John Menezes johnmenezesin@yahoo.com, Christopher UCAN christytells1@gmail.com, Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net,  Fr Milton Gonsalves svpchurchkhar@gmail.com, Kevin Dsouza kevindsouza2006@yahoo.co.in, Archie Sodder arcanjosodder@hotmail.com, Agnelo Gracias agnelorg@gmail.com, Karen Fonseca karenfons@gmail.com, Fr Nigel Barrett barrett.nigel@gmail.com, Bishop Percival Fernandez bp.percivalfernandez@gmail.com, Fr Reuben Tellis frreuben@gmail.com, Fr Warner Dsouza warnie33@yahoo.com, Bishop Elias Amravati eliasg4@hotmail.com, Astrid Lobo asklobog@gmail.com, Archbishop Oswald Gracias PVT abpossie@gmail.com, Fr Ryan Fernandes frair.ryan@gmail.com, Fr Cedric Prakash cedricprakash@gmail.com, CBCI India cbcisec@gmail.com 
Date: Mon, 27 Jul 2015 07:49:58 +0530
Subject: Family survey

Despite my request I find that I am still receiving unsolicited mail. My name has also popped up in the correspondence. I have no hesitation in saying that I am deeply disappointed with the rather amateurish way that the bishops of India have collectively handled the approach to the family synod. But we need to address issues and not make personal attacks on individuals. 
In this regard I daresay that some of the language being used is not conducive to dialogue and dispute resolution.
Last year I did a lot of preparatory work for the synod and shared our group’s findings with the 5 Indian delegates to the synod and some of the concerned bishops. However when the Lineamenta for the ordinary synod 2015 was published I found that none of our Indian concerns was reflected therein. The so called 46 questions were so philosophical that the Catholic mango man could never have made head or tail of it. I answered it with an effort.
Thereafter a friend sent me the "simplified" questionnaire which had an over simplistic yes/ no/ don't know format. If the questions are inherently flawed or loaded then the findings are bound to be wrong, and not a reflection of reality.
It was then that I threw in the towel on the synod.
Chhotebhai, 
Former national president
All India Catholic Union
MY COMMENTS 
1. http://almayasabdam.com and Church Citizens’ Voice (CCV) (first encountered on page 2) of which Dr. James Kottoor is Editor or Editor-in-chief, are run by liberal Catholics. Dr. James Kottoor is a liberal. 

Zach Nedunkanal, Associate Editor (pages 5, 13) spent three years, in Sussex, England during which he was “in contact with many of the renowned and radical thinkers and writers of Europe like Hans Küng, Eugen Drewermann and philosophers like Nietzsche, Heidegger, sociologists like Eric (sic) Fromm etc.”
Hans Küng is a heretical Swiss Catholic priest who rejects the doctrine of papal infallibility, etc. and is banned from teaching Catholic theology.
Eugen Drewermann criticized the Roman Catholic Church's literal and biologistic interpretations of miracles, the virgin birth, Ascension, and Resurrection as superstitious and medieval. 

I believe that will suffice. -Michael
Joseph Mattappally, Associate Editor (page 7) is a Holistic Healer and Reiki Master.
“He also became a Reiki Master in 2001. That was because he happened to bump into Dr. Shyamal Durvey and her Reiki India Research Centre during one of his trips to Mumbai… There he read books on Reiki and got enamored of it. Realizing that this was the philosophy he was searching for long, he attended a Reiki Seminar under Shri. Rajiv Gaitonde of Reiki India Research Centre, Mumbai of which the Chairperson was Dr. Shyamal Durvey.
After six years of learning holistic techniques leading to healing he became a Reiki Master, and that at the presence of Sakthipeet Sankaracharya. The years he spent with Reiki made him introspect and changed even his vision on the purpose of living. During those years he was instrumental in introducing Reiki in Kerala.”
“He initiated Indian Thoughts in 2004… a secular website with spiritual content that reaches out to nearly 10,000 desktops around the globe, each day… Indian Thoughts … upholds a unique vision of spirituality beyond religions…

On its panel of contributors, you can find an array of great names and thinkers like Swami Sachidananda Bharathi (Founder of Dharma Bharathi Mission), Fr Joe Eruppakkatt (former Gen. Manager of St Paul’s Publications Mumbai) ... Though the writers touch different topics they all give an insight into what Indian sages said and how they thought. But how did it all get started is like unraveling a riddle. Attending hundreds of discourses and reading many books on holistic techniques…”
Swami Sachidananda Bharathi and Dharma Bharathi are New Age, see reports at my web site.

Fr Joe Eruppakkatt brought out the heretical, Hinduised, New Age 2008 St Pauls New Community Bible that was withdrawn and revised as a result of the crusade conducted by thus ministry.

I’m fairly certain that if I check out the “Indian Thoughts” web pages, I will find both liberal interpretations of the Faith as well as New Age.
With stuff like this on their site, I doubt that they, Church Citizens’ Voice, are even Catholic:
“There was always the belief, there still is, that anything started by Church Citizens (laity) without the active support and blessing of the clergy will never succeed. Team CCV instead believes that nothing started with divisive mentalities like, Clergy, Laity, Catholic, Christian, non-Christian, religious, agnostic, atheistic can never ever succeed for the simple reason: none of them has the substance of permanence due to internal feuds and competition for supremacy.
That may be why Pope Francis said: ‘My God is not a Catholic God.’ Only a humanely human and all embracing “Son of Man” vision of Jesus eloquently expressed also by Sri Narayana Guru: “One God, one religion, for one all-embracing humanity” alone can sail gloriously and peacefully above all man-made divisions.  Recall here also Vayalar Rama Varma’s prophetic poem: “Man created religions and religions created Gods. Then humans, religions and Gods held the marathon conference and divided this sweet mother earth, divided the fertile minds of humans among themselves.”
These divisions should be wiped out of the face of the earth.”
See http://almayasabdam.com/about-us/.
From page 2, I quote Dr. James Kottoor who seeks “to merge into that ancient spiritual vision Vasudaiva Kudumbakam, of Indian Yogis and Gurus, who saw humanity as one great extended family.” New Age!
2. They appeal to other liberal rags like the National Catholic Reporter (page 3).
3. Conservative Catholics normally do not exert themselves too much to access a Questionnaire. 
Dr. Kottoor and Church Citizens’ Voice made me suspicious, which led me to investigate.
I wrote to Dr. Kottoor but I was dissatisfied with his response. 

See CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE OF DR JAMES KOTTOOR IS LIBERAL AND NEW AGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_OF_DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR_IS_LIBERAL_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
Then one of my web masters who has an amazing memory reminded me of an earlier report exposing Dr. Kottoor!
I reproduce an excerpt from my report

ARCHBISHOP OF DELHI SUPPORTS WOMEN'S ORDINATION 2/7 FEBRUARY 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHBISHOP_OF_DELHI_SUPPORTS_WOMENS_ORDINATION.doc:

A Google search also turned up the following, a link to a 2002 book by Dr. James Kottoor on the subject of women’s ordination. The blurb seen on the Googled web page is reproduced in red color below:

Woman, Why are You Weeping?: A Discussion on Women's Ordination in ... - Google Books Result



http://books.google.co.in/books?id=LNT7DrcQiy8C&pg=PA52&lpg=PA52&dq=Ordain+women+UCAN&source=bl&ots=Lbl_wDVfBf&sig=H-XuqxAIKIEQOwRHXpZS_JgTOlY&hl=en#v=onepage&q=Ordain%20women%20UCAN&f=false
James Kottoor - ‎2002 - 223 pages
QUOTE Anil Couto, supporting women's ordination in an interview to UCAN prior to his 
Episcopal Ordination said, “Ordaining women would be a step forward in the full in the full flowering of the Church.” UNQUOTE
Dr. James Kottoor is pro-women’s ordination. A prominent Indian "Catholic" journalist and former editor of the New Leader and Indian Currents, he attended the first Women’s Ordination Worldwide [WOW] Conference in Dublin in 2001 at the personal invitation of ex-priest John Wijngaards, the founder of the leading women priests organization www.womenpriests.org which is represented in India by Virginia Saldanha.

The book in which he quotes Bishop Anil Couto is the outcome of that conference of heretics and his close association with leading feminists and women priests and their supporters, Bishop Anil Couto being                 portrayed as one of them.

As liberal “Catholics”, Dr. James Kottoor and team’s Internet activities reach several thousand Catholics worldwide and they would be able to influence them on how to answer the Survey to Church Citizens’ Voice’s satisfaction.
4. Allan de Noronha a.k.a Chhotebhai (page 15) is a former ashramites and disciple of the New Ager Fr. Bede Griffiths OSB. He is also most definitely a liberal. 

One will find other liberals in the list of email addresses. Two of the leading individuals are Astrid Lobo Gajiwala and Fr. Subhash Anand. They are also advocates of the ordination of women as priests.
Naturally, Astrid Lobo Gajiwala was occupied in disseminating the Questionnaire.

5. Several times, as on page 10, Dr. James Kottoor mentions “Attachments” to his letters. As I am mostly on the receiving end of forwards of the correspondences, I have not seen any of the attachments.

6. The liberals simply love Pope Francis (pages 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 14 etc.) He batted a lot for them, though rather unsuccessfully, at the Extraordinary Synod. Hence the frequent appeals to him. 
However, one finds less-informed conservative Catholics taken in by Pope Francis’ austerities and failing to see what is now well known as the “Francis effect”! 
7. Liberal or not, there was a problem in Catholics across the nation being able to access the Survey/Questionnaire. We saw that with Lonavla (Pune diocese) on page 7, with Kilpauk (Chennai, Madras-Mylapore archdiocese) on page 12, etc.
8. The national level team of four plus the Bishop of Dharmapuri, Most Rev. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj (page 9) and other Bishops and Archbishops did not respond to communications from either the liberalists or this writer; if they at all did, they were brusque and clerical in their answers. 
See the letters to the Bishops from this writer that received no response whatsoever, at

CCBI QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE OCTOBER 2015 SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CCBI_QUESTIONNAIRE_FOR_THE_OCTOBER_2015_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
IS THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY IN THE LIBERAL CAMP AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_IN_THE_LIBERAL_CAMP_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
In the latter file, I have charged the Archdiocese of Bombay with peddling liberal propaganda in Family Link (see below*), the Bulletin of the Archdiocesan Family Commission, Vol. 13, no. 2, December 2014, pp. 5, 6.
9. Bishop Agnelo Gracias says that “The whole questionnaire appeared in the issue of Feb 14, 2015” in his email letter of Saturday, July 25, 2015. Not everyone reads the Examiner.
The Examiner, the Bombay Archdiocesan weekly, is not much subscribed to outside of the city and state.

Additionally, as Gordon Jacobs wrote “Not everyone reads the Examiner page to page.”

My enquiries with Mumbai Catholics did not elicit any information on the Questionnaire.  As I wrote on page 1, I received the Questionnaire only on March 7, 2015.
*UPDATE 
From: arcanjo sodder arcanjosodder@hotmail.com To: mailing list Date: Sat, 25 Jul 2015 23:04:40 +0530

Subject: FW: CONCERNING THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY [-As below-]

A. M. Sodder

From: zezie sodder zeziesodder@hotmail.com To: mailing list Date: Sat, 25 Jul 2015 23:04:40 +0530

Subject: FW: CONCERNING THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY

No one replying to this question of Michael Prabhu, this implies that what he is saying is correct.

Joseph Sodder

From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: arcanjosodder@hotmail.com; zeziesodder@hotmail.com; gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com 
Date: Tue, 24 Mar 2015 06:50:41 +0530
Subject: CONCERNING THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY
Dear Archie, Joe, Gordon Jacobs and all at AOCC,

1. From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: director@gmail.com 
Subject: "Law of graduality: living with the imperfect" by Fr. Thomas Reese SJ.

Date: Tue, 17 Mar 2015 17:05:27 +0530 

Dear Fr. Cajetan Menezes, Director, Snehalaya, Mumbai,
We are informed that in the Family Link, the bulletin of the Archdiocesan Family Commission, Mumbai, Vol. 13, no. 2 of December 2014, you have published an article titled "Law of graduality: living with the imperfect" by Fr. Thomas Reese SJ.
I am certain that you must be aware that Fr. Reese is a dissenting theologian who has had a run-in with Rome on a few occasions and he is in the "progressive" camp on the issues that have been and are to be taken up at the Synods on the Family (October 2014 and October 2015).

Since you are on the national level committee of five persons that has been constituted by the CCBI to gather information, feedback and responses to the Synod-related, Questionnaire from the faithful and religious, we were wondering if you had realized the consequences of the mal-influence that Fr. Reese's article could have on individuals especially since his arguments in favour of the "Law of graduality" are not compatible with Catholic orthodoxy? 
Since Family Link is the journal of the Bombay Archdiocesan Family Commission, does the inclusion of the article in its December issue mean that the Archdiocese of Bombay concurs with the liberal views of Fr. Reese?
I would like to hear your views on the matter.
Thanking you, Michael
2. From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: agnelorg@gmail.com; CC: director@gmail.com 
Subject: Fw: “Law of graduality: living with the imperfect" by Fr. Thomas Reese SJ. 
Date: Sun, 22 Mar 2015 15:11:56 +0530 

Dear Bishop Agnelo,
Fr. Cajetan Menezes has not deigned to respond to the clarification sought by me in my communication of 5 days ago, see below.
From my enquiries, I understand that you are the publisher of Family Link and Fr. Menezes heads the Family Link team.
I hope that you will clarify both, Family Link's and the Bombay Archdiocese's stand on the matter.
Michael Prabhu

From: gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com To: mailing list Subject: CONCERNING THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 
Date: Sat, 25 Jul 2015 23:42:59 -0700
Of course Michael has taken the donkeys by the ears. What can they say?

This is all one big damn eyewash fooling the laity again and again. Now that someone has asked soul searching question they run for cover. Of course there will be those who to gain favor and good will, may try to make a pitch in this debate, there are scores of them in and around the Archbishop’s house.

I hope the Spokesperson of the AB house can answer.

Gordon Jacobs
From: zezie sodder zeziesodder@hotmail.com To: mailing list Date: Sun, 26 Jul 2015 03:54:03 +0000
Subject: RE: BISHOP AGNELO SINCE YOU ARE IN CHARGE OF THE Family apostolate WILL YOU RESPOND TO MICHAEL PRABHUS QUESTION

HI ALL, ESPECIALLY BISHOP AGNELO,

YOUR LORDSHIP I HAVE READ YOUR EMAIL AND NOW SINCE IT IS CLEAR THAT YOU ARE IN CHARGE OF THE FAMILY APOSTOLATE, YOU ARE RIGHT PERSON TO ANSWER THE QUESTION POSED BY MICHAEL PRABHU,

I AM NOW WAITING TO HEAR YOUR RESPONSE TO MICHAEL PRABHUS QUESTION WHICH IS IN THE EMAILS BELOW. 
I KNOW YOU TURN AND TWIST ALL QUESTIONS TO YOUR CONVENIENCE LIKE YOUR STATEMENT THAT BREAKING OF A LOCK IS NOT A CRIME. THE SAD PART IS THAT YOUR LOCK BREAKING PRIEST {FR. JOE PEREIRA OF KRIPA FOUNDATION} GOT CAUGHT ON CAMERA. BISHOP YOU CAN KEEP ON PROTECTING CRIMINALS? WHAT A SHAME.
YOU ALSO PROTECTED FR RUMAO AGAINST WHO AN F.I.R. IS FILED, BY TELLING ME ANY ONE CAN FILE F.I.R.s. YOU KNOW HOW DIFFICULT IT WAS TO FILE AN F.I.R. AGAINST AIB {All India Backshod}. 
NOW ANSWER MICHAEL PRABHUS QUESTION PLEASE.

JOSEPH SODDER
From: Karen D'Souza big502007@gmail.com To: zeziesodder@hotmail.com CC: mailing list 
Date: Tue, 28 Jul 2015 09:03:30 +0530
Joe, since when have you started believing Agnelo??? He is a scamster as we all know. He has double standards and therefore says one thing to impress the public and does totally the opposite. A perfect example is when he says the church does not file police complaints and he filed one against you. Don’t talk to him or answer his calls or meet with him till the devil apologizes in the Examiner to you with reasons for the apology. He is disgustingly cheap and depraved to the core. 
From: Gordon Jacobs gordonjacobs2004@yahoo.com
To: Archbishop Oswald Gracias abpossie@gmail.com, Major Archbishop of Trivandrum baselioscleemis@gmail.com 
CC: Around 40 others Date: Tue, 18 Aug 2015 19:56:25 -0700

Subject: Threats to Kerala Catholic Families? Kerala Bishops Synod – Dr. James Kottoor

Threats to Kerala Catholic Families? Kerala Bishops Synod 

By Dr. James Kottoor

Forty three Kerala Bishops are sitting for two weeks till Aug. 29, in Church's headquarters at St. Thomas Mount, Kakkanad for what is known as Syro-Malabar Synod. That means they can and they will come together for their pet projects; they may not do it for the much more serious two-year Family Synod Survey project ordered by Pope Francis.

See the contrast! They did not do a family survey last year, nor did they do it this year either. Pope asked the whole Church in India, that is, the CBCI (Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India) to do the survey. Its President is Cardinal Baselios Cleemis of Trivandrum. The CCV editor wrote to him beginning of last month asking if he conducted any survey, since there was a controversy and doubts, in response to the Pope. We were not lucky to receive a reply, not even an acknowledgement from him. Last week certain Biju Udup from Bangalore personally went to TVM after sending advance letters. Yet he could not meet the Cardinal. He asked the one in the office: “Why letters are not answered? Are we second class citizens?” According to Udup the Cardinal’s office is in receipt of all letters, Udup’s and CCV Editor’s.

In the meantime the Latin Church, we were told did a survey on their own, Rite specific, without any publicity. Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay and Bishop Lawrence Pius, Chairman of the Latin Church Family commission wrote to CCV editor complaining how we failed to know about it. How could we without being informed? To this day CCV has not seen a questionnaire distributed. Bombay’s cardinal wrote without our writing to him about the survey.

Here again the contrast is, we wrote to the two Kerala cardinals Mar Alencherry and Mar Cleemis but have not received a reply to this day. The question that comes up is this: If this is the way Church Citizens are and going to be treated, without elementary courtesy, should the concerned Citizens continue to write to our so called bishops who call themselves pastors but adamantly refuse to answer letters and refuse to dialogue with their flock and therefore do not have the “smell of the sheep” in the words of Francis? You readers think out your own answers.

Why the silence on the burning Synod Issue?

In any case it is good to hear the Kerala Synod of 43 bishops are focusing on youth issues and nation building. But what about broken Syro-Malabar families, torn to pieces in Kottayam diocese, Kerala, Delhi and Chicago, due to Endogamy producing divisive families? Bishops have been deluged with questions and petitions ever since Bishop Angadiath of Chicago, Archbishop Moolakat of Kottayam and His Beatitude, (as referred to in Bp. Angadiath’s circular) Allenchery of Ernakulam sent the joint circular of Sept.19th 2014 permitting and promoting (or should we say cultivating?) pure blood Knanaya parishes in Chicago? A Canonical case filed by All American Knanaya Association (KANA) leader and Organiser, stationed in NY, is going on demanding Bishop Angadiath, to withdraw that circular. Reportedly an additional law suit is being planned to be filed in Kerala as well.

In spite of bringing all these facts to the direct attention of Kerala bishops and the CBCI at large, not a single bishop has reacted till today, except Archbishop Kuriakose Baranikulangara of Faridabad, Delhi. Why? Why? Again Why? What do they want to convey by their deafening SILENCE? Or should we say contemptuous silence? One, who keeps quiet, says nothing (Qui tachet, nihil dicit) is the only rational conclusion we can draw. It is against this context, Church Citizens ask again and again: Why do Bishops stick to their ominous and scandalous silence to repeated pleas and petitions of the faithful, now for two years?

Why are the Churches in Kerala, or the Kerala Bishops’ Synod has not thought it fit to conduct a survey of those on the pews, to listen to what the poor man, the Lazaruses in the “poor church of the poor” of Francis have got to say – no matter whether “good, bad or ugly” ?

Let no Bishop be sent to the Rome Synod.
The Pope did not ask the Church in India or the Syro-Malabar Church in Kerala to dabble in Indian politics or Kerala politics. He definitely wanted the Kerala Church to put its own house in order first, starting with each families, the domestic church (sacred living Tabernacle) in every parish, every diocese, every Rite, (Latin, Malabar, Malankara), working together as one unit in harmony as the Church in India, and not each Rite doing it alone not caring for other Rites or saying like Cain: “Am I my brothers’ Keeper.”

Therefore If the on-going Synod does not even open its mouth on Pure-blood marriages which definitely destroys Christian families (Three bishops’ joint circular cultivates it) and on other inter-Rite frictions (The fact that the 3 Rites can’t conduct a joint survey easily and smoothly is proof that frictions exist), neither the Latin Church nor the Kerala Churches, have any right to send any one as their representative to Rome Synod.

As doctors of the Field Hospital called the Church in India, let them first prescribe the remedy for the mortal Cancer called “Endogamy” which is afflicting nearly two lack members of Catholic families in India and America. The patients who were crying for treatment have a right to hear what medicines they are going to propose at the Synod. What they propose should be the result of their consultation with the suffering patients. But to this day they have not consulted the affected patients.

Therefore the option left to Church Citizens in Kerala is to organize a massive protest with placards in front of the on-going Synod at Kakkanad if time permits, or at designated bishop’s palaces or at airports where they are flying from to prevent any bishop going to Rome more as picnic tour than as a Synod participant. 
In addition the faithful may think of a mass petition signed by Knanites and supporters to be sent to the Synod secretary Cardinal Baldisseri and to the Pope directly.

So wake up Church Citizens in Kerala, make your protest loud and clear and make it thunder first in the ears of Synod Fathers sitting in Kakkanad. Depending on the Synod’s reaction let the Church citizens plan their action programme till they ready to fly to Rome drawing inspiration from Jesus. May the Carpenter of Nazareth in his thirties, who appeared in two contrasting or conflicting roles: as “Sweet Jesus meek and mild” and “bitter Jesus rough and wild” with whip in hand, inspire them to act according to the needs of changing circumstances.
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