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10 common Catholic Church myths that critics believe
http://equippinggodlywomen.com/faith/10-common-catholic-church-myths-that-critics-believe/  
By Brittany, January 21, 2015 (All emphases hers)
Two years ago, I read a book that would change my perspective on Christianity forever: Surprised by Truth* by Patrick Madrid. While it (and all of the research I did afterward) wasn’t enough to fully convert me to Catholicism, it did poke some pretty big holes in everything I was taught growing up. Things I was so sure of before–basic tenants of my faith–were suddenly glaringly wrong.
It was a pretty tumultuous time, reevaluating everything I’d believed my whole life. It was the start of something big, and it was the start of the series you’re reading now.

You can read more of my story (the first post in this series) here: The Day I Realized My Religion Got it Wrong. You can also find more about this series and a list of all of posts here.

*This post contains affiliate links. Please see my full disclosure statement for additional information.
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Before we really dive into this series, we really need to clear up some common Catholic Church myths. There are a TON of them, and they are quite pervasive. It’s even easy to see where most of them came from. But the truth is that they are all myths–at least in regards to the official Catholic Beliefs (what each individual Catholic does is up to them; I’m only speaking of official Catholic church teaching here) and I would hate for any of you to completely disregard this entire series based on a myth.
I should also state (in case it’s not obvious)–I am not a pastor, a priest or even Catholic. Just a girl who was raised Protestant, who married into a Catholic family, who is deeply in love with Jesus and the Word, and who is questioning everything to find out where the real truth lies. (Read more of my story here.) I did visit a Catholic priest to have him look over the rough draft of this post and make sure everything was accurate, however.

Also, today’s post is just going to touch a few Catholic facts for each topic. We’ll get into these issues far more in-depth throughout the rest of the series, so if there’s something you want more information on, be sure to click through the link for more information. 
 

Myth #1: Catholics Aren’t Christians
Actually, Catholics consider themselves to be the original Christians, who are doing their best to hold to the same beliefs and traditions that the church held to in the first century. The other Christian denominations are off-shoots of Catholicism (or other denominations), which began in an effort to change a certain Catholic beliefs. Whether they held fast to the right teachings–that’s something we’re trying to figure out through this series.
Myth #2: The Catholic Church Abandoned the Bible for Man-Made Traditions
While the Catholic Church does have many traditions that aren’t explicitly found in the Bible, so does every church. Traditions themselves aren’t a bad thing; it’s when we value traditions over God or when we hold the wrong traditions that they become a problem. Many/most Catholic traditions are rooted in Scripture, however, and of the ones that aren’t, many/most have firm historical basis.

Read more about the Biblical basis for Catholic tradition in my post Who Has the Ultimate Authority? A Biblical Look at Sola Scriptura or check out the explanation to common Catholic traditions in Why Do Catholics…? Honest Answers to Your Burning Questions
 

Myth #3: Catholics Worship Mary / Saints / Statues
Catholics do not worship Mary or statues; they worship God alone. Instead, they “venerate” Mary, which, according to Google, is just a fancy word for “regard with great respect.” Similar to how we would show great honor or respect to a King or Queen, without actually worshiping them. Catholics hold them in high esteem as good examples of how to live a faithful life.

Statues aren’t worshiped either. Instead, they are used as decorations to help Catholics remember people who have gone before, similar to how you might put pictures of your friends and family on your wall. You look at them, you remember them, but you don’t worship them.
For more information, don’t miss my series post about Mary, Saints and Statues.
 

Myth #4: Catholics Believe People are saved by Works
The Catholic Church does NOT teach that people are saved by their works–the catechism of the Catholic Church actually specifically forbids this notion–but rather that faith alone isn’t enough. This Catholic belief is actually 100% Biblical, and is even taught by some highly respected Protestant/non-denominational pastors, including the most Godly man I’ve ever heard speak, Francis Chan.

Read more on this topic in my post Is Faith Alone Enough?
 

Myth #5: The Catholic Church Added Books to the Bible
The books that are currently in the Catholic Bible are the same books that the church has always recognized as being in the Bible. It wasn’t until the 16th century that Martin Luther and the Reformers took seven books out.

For more information, don’t miss my post on Martin Luther, the history of the Catholic Church, and the Bible books issue.
 

Myth #6: Catholic Priests Can’t Be Married
(Some) Priests are married! Some even have children and grandchildren. (This happens when a man is already married and a priest in a different denomination and then converts to Catholicism later.)

And of those who become priests the usual way and aren’t allowed to get married–not all of them even want to be. Priests know what they’re signing up for. No one is making them be a priest. They have a choice between God and a wife, and it is their choice to make. No one is forcing them to choose one or the other.

For more information, read my post on priests, the Pope and confession.
 

Myth #7: Catholics Recrucify Jesus at Mass
I haven’t heard this one in real life, but apparently it’s popular. Catholics do not re-crucify Jesus at Mass. Instead, they believe that Jesus and the crucifixion occur outside the limits of time, and so when they celebrate Mass, they are only making the sacrifice (which has already occurred) “present” on the altar.

For a very interesting and in-depth look at the Eucharist, be sure to check out my post Is the Eucharist Really Just a Symbol? 5 Convincing Proofs that Say that it’s not.
 

Myth #8: Catholics Believe Only Catholics Can Go to Heaven
While Catholics believe their religion is the one true religion and the ordinary means of bringing people to salvation, they recognize that God can use any means He wants to bring people to Himself, including those other than the Catholic Church, especially if the person has never had the opportunity or knowledge to join the church. They believe that Protestants who have no reason to suspect their beliefs are incorrect can go to Heaven as well as well as Protestants who were planning to convert but hadn’t done so yet.

(Though that doesn’t mean that Protestants should continue believing incorrect teachings because they can. There’s a difference between not knowing and knowing but choosing to do otherwise. But really, don’t you WANT to know the truth?)
 

Myth #9: Catholic Priests are Child Molesters
Yes, the Catholic Church had a huge and horrible scandal lately in which some priests were molesting children. This was absolutely awful and shameful, and they will have to stand before Jesus for what they did.

But if you look at the statistics, however, only a very small minority of priests were involved, and it isn’t really fair to blame the entire Church or dismiss the Church’s core teachings for what a few did. Scandals like this happen in EVERY church and in every city. That doesn’t make everyone guilty of the crimes of a few.

For more information, be sure to check out my series post on priests, the pope and confession. 
 
Myth #10: The Catholic Church is Anti-Women
The church isn’t anti-anyone. They do believe birth control is morally wrong–the same thing every denomination believed until 1930. But when pretty much every other denomination began to change its mind, the Catholic Church held its ground, and they continue to do so today.

They also don’t allow women to be priests, which has upset many. But if you look at their rate of women in non-priest leadership positions, it is WAY higher than average. The Catholic Church may not do things the “feminist” way, but they do hold women in very high esteem, even referring to them as the “crown of creation.” That’s pretty special if you ask me 
Like I said earlier, the intent of this post is ONLY to share a few Catholic facts to dispel some common myths about the Catholic Church so that, going forward, your thoughts and opinions aren’t swayed by misinformation. I’m not trying to convert or persuade, just present you with some information about Protestant and Catholic beliefs so YOU can make an informed decision of your own. 
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Owner at Equipping Godly Women
A devoted Christian, wife and mother, Brittany loves helping other women grow in these roles as well. When she isn’t busy taking care of her growing family, you can find her at Equipping Godly Women, where she regularly shares tips, tricks and encouragement to help you be the amazing woman God created you to be. Brittany also has a thriving online community on Facebook as well.
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