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TESTIMONY OF AN ABORTION SURVIVOR – 18
Baby’s Life Spared, Thanks to LLDF Advance Healthcare Directive

http://lldf.org/good-news-babys-life-spared-thanks-to-lldf-advance-healthcare-directive/
Life Legal Defense Foundation (LLDF), Defending the Defenders of Life, August 1, 2009

On February 3, sidewalk counselor Georgia Warwick met a distraught couple outside an abortion clinic. Nereyda was 4-1/2 months pregnant and had just been diagnosed with stage-4 sarcoma cancer; it had invaded her lung, heart, and pulmonary artery. She had a three-doctor consultation scheduled for February 13 and had been told to abort her baby by then or she could not be treated. The couple, who had five other children and two grandchildren, very much wanted this child. Georgia agreed to along for moral support on February 13. 
Nereyda’s three doctors grudgingly agreed to treat Nereyda without an abortion but warned she would likely die within two months. They advised her to sign the HMO’s Advance Healthcare Directive. Fearing the baby would still die if Nereyda were to go into a coma and be removed from life support, Georgia said they’d be back with their own healthcare directive. Later, Georgia called pro-life attorney Colette Wilson, who sent Georgia to the LLDF website for a pro-life Advance Healthcare Directive. Colette also put Georgia and the couple in touch with a pro-life OB/Gyn for help with specific wording. They added language specifying that Nereyda wanted to be kept on life support for as long as her uterus provided a healthy environment for her unborn baby. Thus armed, Nereyda got the HMO doctors to back off, let her to continue her pregnancy, and treat the cancer with drugs that would not harm her unborn child. Miraculously, Nereyda was able to go full term. She delivered a healthy, five-pound, baby boy by scheduled C-section on May 18, and he is doing quite well. Her tumor has shrunk, although it is still inoperable; she began chemotherapy June 30.
Miracle Baby: Mother Successfully Battles for Right to Deliver Healthy Baby despite Terminal Cancer

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/miracle-baby-mother-successfully-battles-for-right-to-deliver-healthy-baby-  Commentary by Georgia Froncek

Long Beach, California, October 15, 2009 
Editor's note: Georgia Froncek, a veteran pro-life sidewalk counselor from California, has agreed to publish her experiences with a cancer-stricken woman who was nearly coerced by her insurance company into aborting her child in order to obtain treatment. 
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When I pulled up to the Long Beach Family Planning Associates Abortion mill at on February 3, 2009 at 8:30 a.m., I saw my fellow street counselor Charlotte talking to a Hispanic man named Carlos, who was visibly very upset. As soon as I exited the car, Charlotte motioned me to come over to join the conversation.  

Carlos explained to me that his wife and mother of five children, named Nereyda, was in the abortion mill because their H.M.O. insurance company would not treat her for her serious stage 4 sarcoma cancer - unless she aborted her 5-month-old unborn child. I replied in Spanish that this was illegal, and that we could help them obtain care without having an abortion. 

He smiled and called his wife's cell phone inside the clinic and told her to come out immediately. She came out within thirty seconds, crying and very upset. She explained that the HMO had called her for fourteen days in a row, pressuring her into the appointment at the Long Beach Abortion mill. After consoling the couple, I called an adoption counselor to help us find a sympathetic social worker, who met the three of us for breakfast to discuss a plan to keep the baby. 
Next, we called a Spanish speaking social worker who again insisted that Nereyda could not be treated for her aggressive stage-four cancer without getting an abortion before her consultation, ten days away. We told the social worker that Carlos and Nereyda had the right to medical treatment because she was paying for her insurance through her employment. I told the social worker that I would go with the couple to the consultation, which made Carlos and Nereyda feel better. I was happy to go with them.  

At the consultation, there attended one thoracic surgeon, one internal medicine cancer specialist and one high risk obstetric doctor. The thoracic surgeon displayed Nereyda's MRI scan - revealing a huge tumor spreading tentacles around her heart, lungs, and other vital organs. I had never seen a tumor like that! I turned my head away from Carlos and Nereyda so they would not see that I was weeping. 

I asked God for healing as I watched Nereyda holding her womb - concerned not at all for herself, but only for her unborn baby. The doctors said that this was one of the worst and fastest spreading cancers they had ever seen, and that without being able to shrink it with radiation and chemotherapy, it was inoperable, and Nereyda would die within two months. The high risk OB-GYN doctor us that Nereyda would have to abort the baby as soon as possible so she could begin the most aggressive therapy  to prolong her life.  
Carlos and Nereyda once again insisted they would not abort the unborn baby. With my background as a former pharmaceutical representative, I asked the doctors if they could use a drug called Adriamycin, which would not harm the baby in utero. The doctors said that they could use Adriamycin, although it would not provide the best or most aggressive therapy. I explained this to Carlos and Nereyda, who said that after the birth of the baby they would permit the use of stronger drugs. The doctors finally agreed, prescribing some very potent synthetic pre-natal vitamins, and reluctantly writing the couple's wishes in Nereyda's chart. 

When the doctors asked us if we wanted the insurance company to provide us with an advanced health care directive, I answered that we would produce one. Later I explained to the couple that, had we not taken the initiative, the directive supplied by the HMO would have almost certainly reinforced the original decision to abort the child in case Nereyda took a turn for the worse. With the providential help of a doctor, a lawyer and a former corporate attorney - all strongly pro-life - I was able to draft a health care directive that ensured the baby would be safe from abortion.  
Later that month, I sent emails out to many people requesting their prayers for Nereyda's health and for the birth of a healthy baby.   

While Nereyda's cancer remains, she was able to deliver a boy by caesarian section on May 18, 2009 - three months after the doctors said she had two months to live. I was overjoyed to visit three days later to meet their new son, Angel Jesus Candalario.  

Since then, the tumor has shrunk from chemotherapy - but Nereyda still needs our prayers. 
This is a wonderful miracle and a touching testimony of one woman's faith and obedience to God, despite the consequences to herself. I know Nereyda is a living saint!
Nereyda: Hero to her unborn child

http://saint-mike.org/hallhonor/?tag=mothers 
October 21, 2009

Nereyda is inducted into our Hall of Honor for her courageous stand in favor of the life of her unborn baby despite her cancer and the illegal pressure from the Insurance Company to abort her child.

Both Nereyda and her husband, Carlos, are heroes of Life.

Here is the story from LifeSiteNews: […]

Woman Resists Insurance Company’s Demand for Abortion

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=3166
October 19, 2009 
The insurance company of a pregnant woman suffering from an extremely aggressive form of cancer refused to cover her treatment unless she had an abortion. Thanks to the intervention of pro-life doctors and lawyers, the woman was able to keep her insurance and the baby, which was born healthy.

According to a report by LifeSiteNews.com, a veteran pro-life sidewalk counselor from California named Georgia Froncek told the story of the amazing couple she encountered outside the Long Beach Family Planning Associates abortion mill in California last winter. It was there that she met Carols Candalario, an Hispanic man desperate for help to save the five month-old unborn child his wife, Nereyda, was about to abort due to pressure from their insurance company.

Apparently, Nereyda had an aggressive stage-four cancer which needed immediate treatment of a kind that would have endangered the life of her unborn child. Even though Nereyda refused, the insurance company had called her every day for 14 days trying to pressure her into getting the abortion so treatment could begin.

Ms. Froncek, an experienced counselor, knew the insurance provider could not deny Nereyda coverage because she was paying for her own insurance through her employer. She immediately told Carlos that she could help. He called Nereyda who was already inside the clinic, and told her to call off the abortion. 

“She came out within thirty seconds, crying and very upset,” Ms. Froncek said.

After speaking with a social worker, Ms. Froncek accompanied the couple to a consultation with her doctors. The meeting was attended by a thoracic surgeon, one internal medicine cancer specialist and a high-risk obstetric doctor.

“The thoracic surgeon displayed Nereyda’s MRI scan – revealing a huge tumor spreading tentacles around her heart, lungs, and other vital organs,” Ms. Froncek said. “I had never seen a tumor like that! I turned my head away from Carlos and Nereyda so they would not see that I was weeping.”

The doctors said Nereyda had one of the worst and fastest growing cancers they had ever seen, and that without being able to shrink it with radiation and chemotherapy, she would be dead within two months. The high risk OB-GYN doctor wanted Nereyda to abort the baby so she could begin the most aggressive therapy to prolong her life. 

However, Ms. Froncek has a background in pharmaceuticals and suggested a drug, Adriamycin, which could be used to treat Nereyda without harming the child. The doctors eventually agreed, although it was not the best or most aggressive treatment they could have offered.

By the grace of God, Nereyda delivered a healthy baby boy by caesarian section on May 18 – which was three months after the doctors said she had only two months to live. They named their child Angel Jesus Candalario. 

Since then, she has been able to undergo chemotherapy and the tumor has shrunk, but she is still in need of prayer.

“This is a wonderful miracle and a touching testimony of one woman’s faith and obedience to God, despite the consequences to herself,” Ms. Froncek said. “I know Nereyda is a living saint!”
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