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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ABORTION ACTIVIST – 02
The conversion to Catholicism of the father of legal abortion in the United States, the Jewish-born former atheist Dr. Bernard Nathanson
Dr. Bernard Nathanson
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 From Death to Life: Reflections of an Ex-Abortionist (1996)
Dr. Nathanson, Bernard
Dr. Nathanson shares the inspirational story of his journey from being a leader in the pro-abortion movement to a committed pro-lifer. 
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 Genetics: The New Auschwitz (1996)
Dr. Nathanson, Bernard
Dr. Bernard Nathanson gives a fascinating and frightening summary of modern advances in genetic engineering. Learn more about scientists’ ability to determine a person's complete genetic future by a single drop of blood, and what this technology could mean to our future. Learn more about new genetic technology which will soon provide people with immortality. We're looking at somatic immortality on this planet in the next 100 years. Human Monsters are coming soon! Shocking. Must for every Christian.
(HLI) CD $9.95
Click Here to Order 
 Hand of God, etc. (1998)
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 The Genetic Auschwitz (1998)
Dr. Nathanson, Bernard
Dr. Bernard Nathanson gives a fascinating and frightening summary of modern advances in genetic engineering. Learn more about the $15 billion Human Genome Project, which gives scientists the ability to determine a person's complete genetic future by a single drop of blood, and what this technology could mean to our future. Learn more about new genetic technology which will soon provide people with immortality. We're looking at somatic immortality on this planet in the next 100 years. Human Monsters are coming soon! Shocking. Must for every Christian. 
90 minutes, (HLI) CD $9.95
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The Hand of God. A Journey from Death to Life by the Abortion Doctor Who Changes His Mind
Dr. Nathanson, Bernard
In this inspiring autobiography, you’ll learn how God led Nathanson from being an abortionist and lifelong atheist to a pro-life Catholic. Full of insights into the personal hell suffered by those who perform and promote abortions, and the beauty of conversion. A spiritual odyssey that will give hope to any sinner. 206 pp.
(HLI) 206 pp. Book, Price: $9.95
Click Here to Order 
 Bioethics in the Nineties
Dr. Nathanson, Bernard
Dr. Bernard Nathanson gives a fascinating and frightening summary of modern advances in genetic engineering. Learn more about scientists’ ability to determine a person's complete genetic future by a single drop of blood, and what this technology could mean to our future. Learn more about new genetic technology which will soon provide people with immortality. We're looking at somatic immortality on this planet in the next 100 years. Must for every Christian.
(HLI) CD $9.95
Click Here to Order 
The Silent Scream
Dr. Nathanson, Bernard
Dr. Bernard Nathanson's classic video that shocked the world. He explains the procedure of a suction abortion, followed by an actual first trimester abortion as seen through ultrasound. The viewer can see the child's pathetic attempts to escape the suction curette as her heart rate doubles, and a "silent scream" as her body is torn apart. A great tool to help people see why abortion is murder. The most important video on abortion ever made. This video changed opinion on abortion to many people.
28 minutes. DVD $19.75
Click Here to Order
Ethical Considerations

Dr. Bernard Nathanson Testifies Before Congress on Reproductive Technologies

http://www.marianland.com/nathanson001.html
2000
Dr. Bernard Nathanson, 73, a co-founder of the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League, has become a leading pro-life advocate. 

Here are excerpts from his speech on the topic given on Feb 9, 2000 before congressional staff. 

Partial-birth abortion is not an abortion at all. Abortion is defined as the separation of a mother from the fetus before 20 weeks. Most of these so-called operations are performed at 28 to 30 weeks. I happen to know one of the doctors who performs these operations. . . . They are really infanticides. 

He has told me point-blank that 80 percent of the operations he does are done after 30 weeks when someone, the mother or the doctor, discovers things are not going right with the pregnancy. They do an ultrasound and find a congenitally defective baby . . . and therefore the mother elects to have the procedure done. 

What I'd advocate is what is done in England by law; that every pregnant woman have an ultrasound at 18 weeks. That may not cut the rate of abortion by much . . . but at least it would cut these so-called partial-birth abortions down, and it leaves the mother more breathing room, more time to make up her mind and it allows more time for us pro-life people to do the appropriate counseling to allow her to carry the pregnancy to term and then have the congenital defect repaired. . . 

Assisted reproductive technology is one of the hottest areas in modern medicine today. The first baby born in this country as a result of in-vitro fertilization was in 1981. In 1997, the last year for which we have any figures, there were 24,000 babies born of in-vitro fertilization. This brings up the question as to whether infertility is a disease. Is it a medical disease to not become pregnant? . . . 

There is a very large market in frozen embryos. There are about 50,000 embryos in various cryobanks across the country. What are we to do? Freezing can only preserve an embryo five or six years. Some entrepreneurs have the answer: Sell them. One enterprising reporter showed that if you go to Columbia University, you can tell them what kind of baby you want, matching your physique, your ethnic background and your educational background, and they will pick out a frozen embryo that perfectly matches what you want and sell it to you and implant the embryo in the womb of your wife or girlfriend for all of $2,750. . . 
There is technology such as posthumous sperm removal. If a man dies and the widow wants to become pregnant, within a reasonable period of time, the urologist puts a needle into the testes, pulls out some sperm and fertilizes her egg. So the dead man is a new father, reversing all normal familial relationships and procedures . . . 

In Japan, they have now perfected an artificial womb. You do not have to put the embryo any longer into a human womb. . What does the baby feel if it's not in the mother's body? You remember "Brave New World," written in 1932, in which [author Aldous Huxley] has predicted everything that has come to pass. He said, 'As political and economic freedom diminishes, sexual freedom can compensatorily be increased.' Cloning has gotten completely out of hand, and it's potentially dangerous. . . . 

Dolly, the lamb that was created in Aberdeen, Scotland, has shown signs in its cells of premature aging. Nobody knows why. The Japanese have now cloned a bull from a cloned bull. They are cloning clones until the land is full of cloned bulls. These bulls, by the way, are fertile. They have cloned a calf from the ear cells of an adult cow, which means you don't need to use reproductive cells anymore. You can take any cell in the body, even from the inside of the mouth, and clone. . . . 

The South Koreans have admitted they are cloning human beings and they are continuing the practice. . . . 

There's something known as genetic enhancement that is being carried out on a large scale. . . . For example if you want a child to be in the NBA and 6 feet 10 inches tall, at the embryo stage you'd ask that extra genes be put in for tallness. Or if you wanted extra memory so that you forget nothing, you put in more memory genes at the embryo stage. All sorts of human mapping has been carried out. 

The entire human genome will be mapped out by the end of this year. At the University of Utah, an artificial chromosome has been created that self-destructs on command if it is faulty or if it looks primitive to some future generation. I leave you to imagine what this could do and what the possibilities of such technologies are. About organ transplants: 62,000 people in the United States are now waiting for organ transplants. A new name is added to that list every 16 minutes, and last year, 11 people died every day while waiting for organs to be transplanted. That is the magnitude of the problem. Many people are pushing for zeno transplants, which is using the organ of an animal, most usually a pig. . . . 

The problem is there have been retroviruses that have been isolated in pigs. We don't know if they are fatal to human beings. And if a pig organ is implanted in the body of a human, there is a possibility this retrovirus can become active. The Italians discovered one of the key genes that controls aging. If this gene is properly applied, we can live 1,000 or more years. You think you have a problem with term limits now. . . . 

This technology is exceedingly commercial. It promises to divide those who can afford it and live to be 1,000 and those who cannot, who live to 75. In our desperate search for immortality, we have come to see life as an obstacle to overcome. We have used every means at our disposal to fight the prospect of our own demise. Yet as history has so well documented, the more frantic our efforts at controlling life, the more damage we inflict on it. It is really, in my view, in the hands of our merciful God. . . . 

The private sector is investing billions into biotechnology. Huge amounts of money are being made on the stock market. The manipulation of human beings seems to have no limits. This technology threatens the human species far more than abortion does. Abortion is a one-on-one destruction of a human being. What I am talking about today is a totality of changing the human species in defining what we are as humans. If a cow egg is deprived of its nucleus and a human nucleus has been put into that cow egg, now we have a hybrid of a cow and human that has been electrified and started to grow. What kind of person or organism is that going to be? Another thing that worries me as we clone human beings, what if the clones band together and establish their own state or military force or lawmaking? There is a possibility that these clones will be treated by us as aliens and respond as aliens. . . . 

We're looking at somatic immortality on this planet in the next 100 years. What we do with it is another question. . . . 

Congress moves slowly, but they will move. There is no public discussion on any of this. The geneticists, in short, are running wild. I am demanding Congress get involved in this to a much greater extent than it already has. We are looking at the same problem we had with nuclear power. In 1945, we dropped two bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, then spent the next 50 years arguing the ethics of it. We chased that horse down the street after the barn door was already locked.

Former Abortionist to Attend Converts Conference
http://www.zenit.org/article-5648?l=english
Madrid, Spain, October 21, 2002
Bernard Nathanson, a one-time pioneer for legal abortion in the United States, will join Catholic converts from around the world for the seventh Path to Rome conference.
Nathanson, who now dedicates his efforts to the protection of human life, admits he is "responsible for 75,000 abortions." He is the author of the video "The Silent Scream," and of the books "The Abortion Papers," "Aborting America" and "The Hand of God."
Among the scheduled speakers for the conference in Avila are Cardinal Darío Castrillón Hoyos, prefect of the Vatican Congregation for the Clergy, and Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo, president of the Pontifical Council for the Family.
The congress will hear the testimonies of famous converts, including Monsignor Graham Leonard, former Anglican bishop of London.
More information is at www.pathtorome.com.
Confession of an ex-abortionist
http://www.aboutabortions.com/index.html#ABORTION
http://www.aboutabortions.com/Confess.html
By Dr. Bernard Nathanson

I am personally responsible for 75,000 abortions. This legitimises my credentials to speak to you with some authority on the issue. I was one of the founders of the National Association for the Repeal of the Abortion Laws (NARAL) in the U.S. in 1968.
A truthful poll of opinion then would have found that most Americans were against permissive abortion.  Yet  within  five  years  we had  convinced  the U.S. Supreme Court to issue  the decision  which legalised abortion  throughout America in 1973 and produced virtual abortion on demand up to birth. How did we do this? It is important to understand the tactics involved because these tactics have been used throughout the western world with one permutation or another, in order to change abortion law.

THE FIRST KEY TACTIC WAS TO CAPTURE THE MEDIA
We persuaded the media that the cause of permissive abortion was a liberal enlightened, sophisticated one.  Knowing that if a true poll were taken, we would be soundly defeated, we simply fabricated the results of fictional polls.  We announced to the media that we had taken polls and that 60% of Americans were in favour of permissive abortion.  This is the tactic of the self-fulfilling lie. Few people care to be in the minority. We aroused enough sympathy to sell our program of permissive abortion by fabricating the number of illegal abortions done annually in the U.S. The actual figure was approaching 100,000 but the figure we gave to the media repeatedly was 1,000,000.
Repeating the big lie often enough convinces the public.  The number of women dying from illegal abortions was around 200-250 annually.  The figure we constantly fed to the media was 10,000.  These false figures took root in the consciousness of Americans convincing many that we needed to crack the abortion law.  Another myth we fed to the public through the media was that legalising abortion would only mean that the abortions taking place illegally would then be done legally.  In fact, of course, abortion is now being used as a primary method of birth control in the U.S. and the annual number of abortions has increased by 1500% since legalisation.

THE SECOND KEY TACTIC WAS TO PLAY THE CATHOLIC CARD
We systematically vilified the Catholic Church and its  "socially backward ideas" and picked on the Catholic hierarchy as the villain in opposing abortion.  This theme was played endlessly.  We fed the media such lies as "we all know that opposition to abortion comes from the hierarchy and not from most Catholics" and "Polls prove time and again that most Catholics want abortion law reform". And the media drum-fired all this into the American people, persuading them that anyone opposing permissive abortion must be under the influence of the Catholic hierarchy and that Catholics in favour of abortion are enlightened and forward-looking.  An inference of this tactic was that there were no non-Catholic groups opposing abortion. The fact that other Christian as well as non-Christian religions were (and still are) monolithically opposed to abortion was constantly suppressed, along with pro-life atheists' opinions.

THE THIRD KEY TACTIC WAS THE DENIGRATION AND SUPPRESSION OF ALL SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION
I am often asked what made me change my mind. How did I change from prominent abortionist to pro-life advocate? In 1973, I became director of obstetrics of a large hospital in New York City and had to set up a prenatal research unit, just at the start of a great new technology which we now use every day to study the foetus in the womb. A favourite pro-abortion tactic is to insist that the definition of when life begins is impossible; that the question is a theological or moral or philosophical one, anything but a scientific one. Foetology makes it undeniably evident that life begins at conception and requires all the protection and safeguards that any of us enjoy. Why, you may well ask, do some American doctors who are privy to the findings of foetology, discredit themselves by carrying out abortions? Simple arithmetic at $300 a time, 1.55 million abortions means an industry generating $500,000,000 annually, of which most goes into the pocket of the physician doing the abortion. It is clear that permissive abortion is purposeful destruction of what is undeniably human life.  It is an impermissible act of deadly violence. One must concede that unplanned pregnancy is a wrenchingly difficult dilemma, but to look for its solution in a deliberate act of destruction is to trash the vast resourcefulness  of human  ingenuity,  and to  surrender  the public weal  to the classic utilitarian answer to social problems.

AS A SCIENTIST I KNOW, NOT BELIEVE, KNOW THAT HUMAN LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION
Although  I am not  a formal religionist, I believe  with all my heart  that there is  a divinity of existence  which commands us to declare a final and irreversible halt to this infinitely sad and shameful crime against humanity.
[Dr. Nathanson has since converted to Catholicism, being baptised in 1996.]
Bernard Nathanson Ends Struggle with Cancer
Abortionist-Turned Pro-Life Activist Dies at 84

http://www.zenit.org/article-31813?l=english
By Karna Swanson, New York, February 21, 2011

Dr. Bernard Nathanson, the obstetrician and leading pro-abortion advocate who changed his views on abortion and later converted to Catholicism, died today at the age of 84.

Once a leader of the pro-abortion movement, Nathanson was a keynote speaker at the First National Conference on Abortion Laws in 1969, and that same year he was a founding member of the National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws, which is now known as NARAL Pro-Choice America. 
Nathanson estimated that he was responsible for some 75,000 abortions -- he personally performed some 5,000 procedures, including one of his own son on a pregnant girlfriend -- before changing his views on abortion in the 1970s. 
He wrote in his autobiography that the development of ultrasound technology, which enabled him to see images of unborn babies, influenced his change of heart. He soon became an avid pro-life activist, famously stating that abortion is "the most atrocious holocaust in the history of the United States."
He made two influential documentaries on abortion: "The Silent Scream" (1984) and "Eclipse of Reason" (1987).  He wrote "Aborting America" in 1979, the year he performed his last abortion, and published his autobiography in 1996, titled "The Hand of God: A Journey From Death to Life by the Abortion Doctor Who Changed His Mind."
Nathanson described himself as a Jewish atheist, and he converted to Catholicism in 1996, with the aid of Opus Dei priest Father C. John McCloskey.  He was baptized that year by Cardinal John O’Connor in St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York on the feast of the Immaculate Conception.
"Nathanson was a bellwether figure in the pro-life movement," Father McCloskey told ZENIT. "His conscience  led him, a brilliant atheist Jew and medical doctor, to acknowledge the evidence that scientifically shows that the unborn child is such from conception, and its life must be protected from conception until a natural death."
"In parallel fashion," he added, "after many years of investigation he received the gift of the Catholic faith." 
Those present for the baptism included the now deceased Father Richard Neuhaus, Father Paul Marx and Msgr. William Smith. His godmother was the pro-life activist Joan Andrews-Bell.
"Nathanson dedicated the rest of his life to traveling tirelessly through the world to spread the pro-life message in writing and speech," said Father McCloskey. "I believe his double conversion will be looked back to as a turning point in the struggle that will lead to a definitive end to abortion in the United States, and we hope, the world."
Nathanson is survived by his wife, Christine, and a son.

Bernard Nathanson dead at 84

http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/bernard-nathanson-dead-at-84/
By Stephen Vincent, New York, February 21, 2011
"I am one of those who helped usher in this barbaric age." After putting thousands of unborn children to death, he became one of the great leaders of the pro-life movement.

Dr. Bernard N. Nathanson, an obstetrician who oversaw the performance of about 75,000 abortions before becoming a leading pro-life advocate and a convert to the Catholic faith, died at his home in New York Feb. 21 after a prolonged battle with cancer. He was 84.

After performing his last abortion in 1979 and declaring himself to be pro-life, Nathanson produced the 1985 film The Silent Scream, which shows sonogram images of a child in the womb shrinking from an abortionist’s instruments, and the documentary film Eclipse of Reason, which displays and explains various abortion procedures in graphic detail. Both films had a significant impact on the abortion debate, solidified his credentials among pro-life advocates and earned him the scorn of his former pro-abortion friends and colleagues.

He also published a number of influential books, including Aborting America, written in 1979 with Richard Ostling, then a religion reporter for Time magazine, in which he exposed the deceptive and dishonest beginnings of the pro-abortion movement and undermined the argument that abortion is safe for women.

He often admitted that he and other abortion advocates in the 1960s lied about the number of women who died from illegal abortions at that time, inflating the figure from a few hundred to 10,000 to gain sympathy for their cause.

In his 1996 autobiography The Hand of God, he told the story of his journey from pro-abortion to pro-life, saying that viewing images from the new ultrasound technology in the 1970s convinced him of the humanity of the unborn baby. Outlining the enormous challenge of restoring a pro-life ethic, he wrote, "Abortion is now a monster so unimaginably gargantuan that even to think of stuffing it back into its cage … is ludicrous beyond words. Yet that is our charge — a herculean endeavor."
He noted, regretfully, "I am one of those who helped usher in this barbaric age."
His pro-life witness could not easily be dismissed as one-sided propaganda since Nathanson had enjoyed such a high standing among abortion supporters as a co-founder of the National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws (now called NARAL ProChoice America), and as operator of what he called the nation’s busiest abortion business. The facility was opened in New York City after the state’s abortion laws were loosened in 1970 and abortion promoters realized that the high number of women seeking abortion could not all be admitted to a hospital for the procedure. A freestanding ambulatory clinic, in which abortion and recovery took about three hours, was an innovation devised by Nathanson and his colleagues.

Overall, Nathanson estimated, he presided over 60,000 abortions as director of the facility, instructed fellow practitioners in the performance of 15,000 other abortions, and personally performed about 5,000 abortions, including one on his own child conceived with a girlfriend in the 1960s.
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Baptized Catholic
For more than a decade after he became pro-life, Nathanson described himself as a Jewish atheist, but in December of 1996 he was baptized a Catholic by Cardinal John O’Connor in a private Mass with a group of friends in New York’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral. He also received confirmation and first Communion from the cardinal.

About his baptism, he said, "I was in a real whirlpool of emotion, and then there was this healing, cooling water on me, and soft voices, and an inexpressible sense of peace. I had found a safe place."
Among those concelebrating the Mass was Father C. John McCloskey, an Opus Dei priest who had instructed Nathanson in the faith over a number of years.

"He was a pro-life prophet," Father McCloskey said in a recent Register interview. "He saw the whole culture of death coming, and knew that abortion was just the tip of the iceberg."
Nathanson visited Father McCloskey periodically over the course of a decade, the priest said, and one day in 1994 announced that he wanted to become a Catholic. After his baptism, Father McCloskey said, “He practiced the faith, he frequented the sacraments, and spoke about his Catholicism unabashedly.”

Nathanson later said that he was drawn closer to God while viewing a massive Operation Rescue event, when hundreds sat down in front of a New York Planned Parenthood building, blocking traffic. The sight of so many pro-lifers selflessly sacrificing their selves and risking arrest made him realize that they must be answering a higher call, he explained.

In an epilogue to the second edition of The Hand of God, Father McCloskey called the book "one of the more important autobiographies of the twentieth century," which documents "man’s inhumanity both to humanity and to his personal self, and the possibility of redemption."
Another strong factor in Dr. Nathanson’s conversion was the book Pillar of Fire, by noted psychiatrist Dr. Karl Stern, who tells of his own journey from Judaism to the Catholic Church. Nathanson studied briefly under Stern in medical school, though at that time he did not know about Stern’s conversion. It was only years later, when Nathanson read Pillar of Fire that he learned off his former professor’s religious views.

Nathanson’s godmother for baptism was Joan Andrews Bell, who had served more than a year in jail for blocking the entrances to abortion businesses.

She said she spoke to Nathanson by phone in February, when he only had the strength to speak a few sentences. "He said he was praying for us, and I told him we love him and pray for him, too," she said.

"He will be remembered as a very strong advocate for the babies," she continued. "One factor stood out, knowing him over the years, and that was that he had a deep pain for what he had done in terms of abortion. I remember there were periods he was fasting; he underwent huge amounts of fasting to make up for it."
She said that he had "a deep and tender heart," and that once he saw the truth about abortion, he was determined to stop it. "He was like St. Paul, who was a great persecutor of the Church, yet when he saw the light of Christ, he was perhaps the greatest apostle for the Gospel. Dr. Nathanson was like that after his conversion. He went all around the world talking about the babies and the evils of abortion. Being his godmother was such an amazing thing, to see him come to Christ."
Nathanson was married and divorced three times before being married in the Church by Father McCloskey soon after becoming a Catholic. His wife, Christine, survives him, as does his grown son, Joseph, by an earlier union.


A Doctor’s Son
Bernard Nathanson was born in New York City July 31, 1926. His father was a highly accomplished obstetrician/gynecologist who taught in various prestigious medical schools. Nathanson grew up with his younger sister in a secular Jewish home. As he explained in his autobiography, his father sent him to Hebrew school yet would question and undermine the teachings of the rabbis. 

He described his father as an excellent and ethical physician who was less than exemplary in his personal life. He was dominating and overbearing, and cheated on his wife. Nathanson wrote that his sister "lost her personality" under their father’s influence and committed suicide at age 49, an event that grieved his father so greatly that he never mentioned her in conversation afterward. 

Nathanson followed in his father’s footsteps, attending McGill University Medical College in Montreal, where he had his first experience with abortion after he got his girlfriend pregnant. He used the money received in the mail from his father to pay for her abortion, at a time when the procedure was illegal. "It served as my introductory excursion into the satanic world of abortion," he later wrote.
After graduating from medical school in 1949, he did his residency in Chicago and New York, at one time working in the same hospital as his father. In 1953 he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served for a few years as an obstetrician/gynecologist.

After his military stint, he settled in New York and began building a thriving ob-gyn practice. While working with poor patients, he saw the scarring effects of illegal abortions on the women. He wrote, "Illegal abortion was in 1967 the number one killer of pregnant women."
In New York, he got another girlfriend pregnant and decided to perform an abortion on her himself. About aborting his own child, he wrote in The Hand of God: "I swear to you that I had no feelings aside from the sense of accomplishment, the pride of expertise."
He added, describing the abortionist’s mindset: "icy; conscienceless; remorselessly perverting his medical skills; defiling his ethical charge; and helping, nay seducing, with his clinical calm, his oh-so-comforting professionalism, women into the act that comes closest to self-slaughter."

Busiest Abortion Business
While not giving up his ob-gyn practice, Nathanson became heavily involved in abortion in 1968 after meeting Larry Lader, a politically connected public relations master who was obsessed with overturning New York’s abortion laws. In looking for an easy target to attack for media attention, Nathanson said, they chose the Catholic Church, whose opposition to abortion they blamed for every botched illegal abortion they brought before the media. 

Bolstered by a coalition of abortion doctors and a burgeoning feminist movement, New York’s lawmakers passed a bill to overturn the state’s century-old abortion restrictions, which was signed into law by Republican Gov. Nelson Rockefeller on July 1, 1970.

Soon Nathanson was the director of the new Center for Reproductive and Sexual Health (CRASH) in Manhattan, which he described as the "largest abortion clinic in the Western world," with referrals from all along the Eastern seaboard and beyond.

Looking back on those years, he wrote, "I had a young son and a wife, but I was hardly ever at home. I bitterly regret those years, if for no other reason than that I failed to see my son grow up." 

As he became more publicly associated with abortion, he was treated as a "pariah" in legitimate medical circles and received fewer obstetrical referrals. For these reasons, he decided to leave the abortion facility at the end of 1972 and took the position as chief of obstetrics at St. Luke’s Hospital, where he kept doing abortions for what he considered "medically justified reasons."
Yet the advent of ultrasound technology eventually convinced him that a true human being is killed in abortion, and he began to develop what he called the "vector theory of life." By this he meant that from the time of conception, the unborn child has a self-directed force of life that, if not interrupted, will lead to the birth of a human baby. He knew this was not "potential life," as the Supreme Court ruled in Roe v. Wade.

Writing in The Hand of God, Nathanson described a turning point in his thinking: "I believe the fertilized ovum (zygote) to be a new individual launched along an unimaginably busy vector of life that terminates when the vector finally moves its 180 degrees to the negative pole." 

The trajectory of this insight would lead him to his own 180-degree turn in thinking and eventually to work against legal abortion and the industry that promoted it.

Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York will celebrate a funeral Mass for Dr. Nathanson in St. Patrick’s Cathedral Monday, February 28, at 10am. Father Gerald Murray, pastor of St. Vincent de Paul in Manhattan, who had been bringing Dr. Nathanson Communion for the past couple of years, will be the homilist.

