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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ABORTION ACTIVIST – 04
Planned Parenthood Director Quits After Watching Abortion on Ultrasound

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,571215,00.html
November 2, 2009
The former director of a Planned Parenthood clinic in southeast Texas says she had a "change of heart" after watching an abortion last month — and she quit her job and joined a pro-life group in praying outside the facility.

Abby Johnson, 29, used to escort women from their cars to the clinic in the eight years she volunteered and worked for Planned Parenthood in Bryan, Texas. But she says she knew it was time to leave after she watched a fetus "crumple" as it was vacuumed out of a patient's uterus in September.

'When I was working at Planned Parenthood I was extremely pro-choice," Johnson told FoxNews.com. But after seeing the internal workings of the procedure for the first time on an ultrasound monitor, "I would say there was a definite conversion in my heart ... a spiritual conversion."

Johnson said she became disillusioned with her job after her bosses pressured her for months to increase profits by performing more and more abortions, which cost patients between $505 and $695.

"Every meeting that we had was, 'We don't have enough money, we don't have enough money — we've got to keep these abortions coming,'" Johnson told FoxNews.com. "It's a very lucrative business and that's why they want to increase numbers."

A spokeswoman for Planned Parenthood told FoxNews.com that it offers a range of services at it 850 health centers nationwide, providing pregnancy tests, vaccinations and women's health services, "including wellness exams, breast and cervical cancer screenings, contraception, and STD testing and treatment."

"Planned Parenthood's focus is on prevention," wrote Diane Quest, the group's National Media Director. "Nationwide, more than 90% of the health care Planned Parenthood affiliates provide is preventive in nature," explaining that a "core component the organization's mission is to help women plan healthy pregnancies and prevent unintended pregnancies."

But Johnson said her bosses told her to change her "priorities" and focus on abortions, which she said made money for the office at a time when the recession has left them hurting.

"For them there's not a lot of money in education," she said. "There's as not as much money in family planning as there is abortion."

Without a doctor in residence, she said, her clinic offered abortions only two days a month, but the doctor could perform 30 to 40 procedures on each day he was there. Johnson estimated that each abortion could net the branch about $350, adding up to more than $10,000 a month.

"The majority of the money was going to the facility," she said.

Johnson said she never got any orders to increase profits in e-mails or letters, and had no way to prove her allegations about practices at the Bryan branch. She told FoxNews.com that pressure came in personal interactions with her regional manager from the larger Houston office.

But she said she got involved with the clinic "to help women and ... [do] the right thing," and the idea of raking in cash seemed to go against what she felt was the mission of the 93-year-old organization.

"Ideally my goal as the facility's director is that your abortion numbers don't increase," because "you're providing so much family planning and so much education that there is not a demand for abortion services.

"But that was not their goal," she said.

A spokeswoman for Planned Parenthood refused to answer questions about Johnson's accusations, but released a statement noting that a district court had issued a temporary restraining order against the former branch director and against the Coalition for Life, an anti-abortion group with which Johnson is now affiliated.

"We regret being forced to turn to the courts to protect the safety and confidentiality of our clients and staff, however, in this instance it is absolutely necessary," said spokeswoman Rochelle Tafolla.
It is unclear what made Planned Parenthood seek the restraining order. Johnson said she did not intend to release any sensitive information about her former patients at the clinic.

A hearing is set for Nov. 10 to determine whether a judge will order an injunction against Johnson and the Coalition for Life, which has led protests outside the clinic and joined her in a prayer vigil there last month.

Johnson hasn't found a job since she quit on Oct. 6, but she said she's enjoying the time off to be with her 3-year-old daughter.

"It's been great just to spend some time at home and get a break," she said.


Director of Planned Parenthood at 40 Days for Life Birthplace Resigns after Watching Abortion Ultrasound
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive/ldn/2009/nov/09110204 
By Kathleen Gilbert
Planned Parenthood seeks restraining order
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Bryan, Texas, November 2, 2009 
The director of the Texas Planned Parenthood abortion mill where the 40 Days for Life campaign began has resigned, saying she experienced a conversion after watching an ultrasound video of a child being killed by abortion.

"I just thought I can't do this anymore, and it was just like a flash that hit me and I thought that's it," said Abby Johnson in an interview with local news network KBTX 3.  

Johnson had been affiliated with Bryan's Planned Parenthood facility for eight years, and worked as its director for two.  She said she began to feel uncomfortable with Planned Parenthood's business philosophy after the organization, suffering from the economic downturn, told her to try to bring more abortions in the door.  "The money wasn't in family planning, the money wasn't in prevention, the money was in abortion and so I had a problem with that," said Johnson.  

But the turning point for Johnson was reportedly when she witnessed an actual ultrasound image of an abortion being performed on an unborn child.

"I feel so pure in heart. I don't have this guilt, I don't have this burden on me anymore," said Johnson.  "And that's how I know that this conversion was a spiritual conversion."

Johnson resigned on October 6th, near the beginning of Bryan's sixth annual 40 Days for Life campaign, and she has since joined up with the nearby Coalition for Life to begin praying near her old workplace.  Coalition for Life is the local group that began 40 Days for Life, the national prayer and fasting campaign that was ongoing at the time of Johnson's resignation.

"This is by far the most amazing thing that has happened to the Coalition for Life throughout its entire history ... we thank God!" wrote Coalition for Life director Shawn Carney, who has been working with Johnson since her resignation, on the group's website. 

40 Days for Life national director David Bereit said that Johnson's "amazing conversion demonstrates the importance of a constant, peaceful prayer presence in front of abortion facilities."

"From that first campaign in 2004, we've prayed for Abby - and for all abortion workers - that they would come to see what abortion really is, and that they would leave the deadly business. In this case, those prayers have been answered," said Bereit.  "We are so proud of Abby's courage to leave the abortion industry and publicly announce her reasons for leaving."

The story is receiving broad attention after it was posted on the Drudge Report website today.

Planned Parenthood reacted with legal action on Friday by filing for a temporary restraining order, seeking to prevent Johnson and the Coalition for Life from disclosing confidential information.  "We regret being forced to turn to the courts to protect the safety and confidentiality of our clients and staff; however, in this instance it is absolutely necessary," said Planned Parenthood in a statement.

A hearing for the restraining order has been set for November 10.

Johnson is one of eight abortion industry workers who left their jobs during the fifth coordinated 40 Days for Life campaign that concluded yesterday in 212 cities. She was the highest-ranking of the eight. Others who quit their clinic jobs included nurses, office staffers and security personnel.
In addition, a Planned Parenthood abortion facility in Kalispell, Montana announced that it will close its doors on November 20, citing a decline in business as the reason for the closure. That clinic was the site of a 40 Days for Life prayer vigil this past spring.

More Abortion Workers Quit with Pro-Lifers' Help

http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive/ldn/2010/apr/10052012
Commentary by David Bereit, National Director, 40 Days for Life, May 20, 2010 
A few nights ago, I shared the stage at a pregnancy center banquet in San Antonio with Abby Johnson, the former Planned Parenthood director who experienced a profound conversion and left the abortion industry during last fall's 40 Days for Life campaign.

As Abby shared the story of her conversion, I was again amazed at how God has transformed her life - through the prayers and efforts of faithful people. (To see a brand-new video of Abby sharing her story - and the impact of 40 Days for Life on her - click here.)

Abby is just one of 35 abortion workers who have quit their jobs at 40 Days for Life locations. We just received two more amazing reports...

Mike Stack, 40 Days for Life leader in Southfield, Michigan, reports:

"A week or so ago we got word that the office manager at the Womancare Abortion facility where we have been holding the Southfield 40 Days for Life vigils quit her job.

"A few of the prayer warriors during the Spring campaign had befriended her and found out that she really didn't like working there but felt trapped and unable to find another job. One of the prayer warriors, Christine, arranged to get her resume and did a professional upgrade for her.

"We put the word out to our prayer warriors and a couple months later Casey found a new job and has happily quit working for the abortion facility."

Stack said he later learned that a man whose car had fallen into a ditch at the same clinic had run off with a pro-lifer's cell phone - but even that event, he said, had been "used" by God: Christine and the office manager had started up their conversation after both were drawn to the peculiar sight of the car in the ditch. "Praise God!" he said.

And here is the latest from one of the 40 Days for Life coordinators in a location that must remain anonymous for now:

"I just got word from an anonymous doctor friend of mine that an old school buddy of his quit the abortion clinic in our town, due to the peaceful 'local uprising over the past year' that made him feel 'bad' about what he was doing! He couldn't handle how gentle and nice we were to the women going in, and even to him, as he came out. 

"It is truly a miracle that a soul so hardened has been touched by the peaceful and prayerful witness at the abortion mill! Peace, prayers and love works miracles -- the gentleness, honestly and love saves souls in the long run!"

Regardless of what is happening in the political arena or with the latest Supreme Court nomination, know that with God ALL things are possible - changing minds, touching hearts, saving lives, and impacting eternal souls.

Former Planned Parenthood Director: Stop Dangerous Telemed Abortions

Commentary by Abby Johnson 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive/ldn/2010/jun/10060301
June 3, 2010 
Abortion is a risky business. It’s risky for the unborn child, of course. But there’s also risk for the woman who undergoes the procedure, and that fact is often ignored by those who promote — and profit from — abortion. 
Those risks could increase substantially under a new scheme Planned Parenthood has developed for expanding abortion to areas that are not served by its current network of surgical abortion facilities. And Planned Parenthood is certain to downplay these risks because abortion is the organization’s biggest moneymaker. 
I worked for eight years at Planned Parenthood, and I know that medical abortions — abortions done through the abortion pill, RU-486 — are far from risk-free. This pill is used through nine weeks of pregnancy to abort a child without surgery. According to RU-486’s own website, at least six women in the United States have died in the past five years from using the abortion pill. Because the abortion pill can cause severe side effects, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has developed regulations for its use. One of the rules is that the pill can be administered only by a doctor. 
Planned Parenthood of the Heartlands (Greater Iowa) dispenses RU-486 to hundreds, if not thousands, of women every year. However, this affiliate has previously been unable to distribute the abortion pill at its rural clinics, some of which are as much as 120 miles from a hospital or emergency care facility, because there is no doctor available. 

Their answer is "telemedicine," where a doctor at a remote location conducts patient consultations over the Internet. This scheme completely bypasses the foundational in-person, doctor-patient relationship that is necessary for real health care. 
Planned Parenthood stands to make enormous profits if this type of "telemed" abortion is successful. This method is not being done in other parts of the country – yet. But Planned Parenthood intends to expand the use of this procedure. 
Two years ago, I went to a National Abortion Federation meeting and listened to a nurse from Planned Parenthood of the Heartland brag about the new telemed abortion method. He said it would revolutionize the way medical abortions were conducted, starting in Iowa and then expanding throughout the nation. 
Last week, at an event in Cedar Rapids, Planned Parenthood President Cecile Richards spoke glowingly of the telemed abortions and indicated hopes to roll out the system nationwide over the next five years. 
Even when I was a 2008 Planned Parenthood "employee of the year," I thought this system sounded risky. 
Since many of Planned Parenthood’s facilities in Iowa are in rural areas, it’s downright scary to think of what could happen to any woman who suffers complications from RU-486. 
The Iowa Board of Medicine and the FDA must take immediate action to ensure that the dangerous telemed abortions are stopped. Iowans should demand that their elected officials take swift action to strip all taxpayer funding from Planned Parenthood. 
Abby Johnson of College Station, Texas, is a former clinic director in the Planned Parenthood of Houston and Southeast Texas affiliate. After a conversion experience from witnessing an abortion procedure by ultrasound, she resigned and now works in the pro-life movement. Comments: www.abbyjohnson.org 
What Women in Crisis Really Need
Interview With Former Planned Parenthood Leader Abby Johnson

http://www.zenit.org/article-31747?l=english
By Genevieve Pollock

Bryan, Texas, February 14, 2011 
Abby Johnson's compassion for women in crisis drove her to work in Planned Parenthood, but its promotion of abortion and birth control soon raised questions about the women's true needs.

The former Planned Parenthood clinic director, who walked out on her job after being asked to assist in an abortion, spoke to ZENIT about the real needs of women in crisis and how being pro-life means truly educating people about their freedom and these choices that will determine their lives.

Johnson published the book "Unplanned" last month, in which she exposed the agenda of Planned Parenthood: to make money by pushing women to have abortions.

Now she is working with the pro-life organization, 40 Days For Life, which will begin another campaign on March 9 to prayerfully and peacefully reach out to women in need.

In this interview with ZENIT, Johnson reveals why the approach of 40 Days For Life has been uniquely successful, both in her own conversion and in the lives of others, and how the witness of pro-life workers attracted her to the Catholic Church.

ZENIT: The story of your change from the pro-choice to the pro-life "side of the fence" is both engaging and compelling. Going beyond those events, could you tell us now about your decision to become Catholic along with your husband this Easter?

Johnson: My husband Doug and I had attended many churches before I left Planned Parenthood. We always preferred a more liturgical service over a contemporary one.

After I left Planned Parenthood, I was no longer welcome in my Episcopal Church and was pretty hurt by their decision for us to leave the church simply because I decided to no longer work for Planned Parenthood.

The day I left Planned Parenthood, I was embraced by the loving arms of the people who had prayed for me for years, most of whom are Catholic.

With the "help" of Planned Parenthood, I soon began to speak at Catholic churches and at events with many Catholic attendees. [Editor's Note: Johnson explains in her book how the attempts of Planned Parenthood to silence its former employee paradoxically put the national spotlight on her story and led to media attention and speaking engagements in various venues.]

Not only that, but I was quickly gaining a circle of friends who were Catholic, and they would invite me to their churches.

After attending some various Catholic parishes, I fell in love with the liturgy and found myself wanting to learn more and more each day.

I found myself in awe of the devotion that my Catholic friends had that I didn't, and I knew I wanted that same devotion myself. Doug and I decided we want to be a part of what the Catholic Church stands for and we have found such purpose through the Church.

ZENIT: In your book, one thing that stands out is your compassion and real desire to help women in crisis, which once motivated you to work in the Planned Parenthood clinic. It seems that you found, however, that your attitude of Gospel charity had more resonance with the truth when you joined the pro-life cause. How has your understanding changed of what women in crisis really need?

Johnson: Women in crisis do not need a "quick fix."
This quick fix usually comes with a lifetime of emotional pain -- walking into a clinic as a mother and walking out no longer a mother will cause women and their families grief they never imagined.

I didn't realize this reality until I witnessed an ultrasound guided abortion myself. Seeing a perfectly formed body fleeing from the abortion instruments and then be torn apart "woke me up" in a sense.

I realized I wasn't helping women in crisis; I was piling another crisis on top of the crisis they were already facing!

These women need to be respected and given the time to walk them through each "choice" that is available along with its pros and cons.

They need compassion, a shoulder to cry on, a person to listen to them and most importantly, someone to stand up for them because they are better than abortion.

Abortion clinics are going to continue to pile crisis upon crisis for these women; we, as pro-lifers, will continue to offer them hope and a brighter future despite their crisis.

ZENIT: You have done a lot to expose the side of Planned Parenthood that is pushing abortions for economic reasons. What about its policies regarding the distribution of birth control? Has your opinion changed about the effectiveness of this means for "preventing unwanted pregnancies?"

Johnson: While I was working at Planned Parenthood, I discovered that almost 60% of unplanned pregnancies happen with women who are using a form of birth control, one reason being that Planned Parenthood does not take the time to educate the women on their choice of birth control but rather distributes it like candy.

The fact that they don't take the time to explain the risks, complications and necessary components of the birth control that maintains its effectiveness causes many women to misuse their form of birth control, which results in an unplanned pregnancy.

Planned Parenthood, then, uses abortion as their back-up form of birth control.

I always stood up for birth control, because even while I was working at Planned Parenthood my personal goal was to reduce the number of abortions by providing affordable or free birth control to sexually active couples who were not ready to start a family.

Although I do not personally desire to use birth control due to medical risks and spiritual conviction; I understand those who do and know that we as a society need to inform women about better options than hormonal birth control.

My recommendation to those looking to use a form of birth control is Natural Family Planning, which is a natural way to avoid unwanted/unexpected pregnancies without medication and medical procedures.

It is also a way to connect with your spouse on a very personal level where you both have an equal part in the fertility process.

ZENIT: In your story, it was the unique approach of the 40 Days for Life campaign that touched your heart and enabled your conversion. What is it about this campaign that is so effective in promoting the pro-life cause?

Johnson: 40 Days For Life is a campaign that holds 40 days of around-the-clock peaceful and prayerful vigils outside of abortion clinics. Their focus is to be different than those who "picketed" abortion clinics years ago. Their focus is not to condemn or hate but to have a loving, peaceful and prayerful approach.

When pro-choicers and even abortion clinic workers see the efforts of the 40 Days For Life participants -- that they are sincere, compassionate, and really want to help these women make the best decision -- it awakens something in our hearts.

The 40 days of constant vigil is not just dedication but it is a cause going further than the efforts of the abortion industry to help these women.

They not only care about the medical well-being of the women who may or may not be pregnant, but they care about the emotional and spiritual well-being of the women too.

40 Days For Life is not just "treating a patient;" they are caring about a soul. That is what makes 40 Days For Life so effective and makes it stand apart from the efforts of other organizations, including Planned Parenthood.

ZENIT: What would you most want pro-life people to learn from your story, regarding how to dialogue with pro-choice friends, family or colleagues?

Johnson: The only way to communicate with pro-choice friends, family or colleagues is in a peaceful, prayerful and loving way. If you have read my book, the people who had a condemning presence outside of Planned Parenthood only drove me and my colleagues there to "protect" these women even more.

It was always the presence and the words from the peaceful, prayerful and loving people on the opposite side of the fence and abortion issue as me that made me think and even made me really enjoy them.

I knew they wanted the same thing that I did; they desperately wanted to help these women (even though I thought they were going about helping them in the wrong way). Despite my pro-choice mindset, these people stood out to me and their actions and words stuck with me, all the way to the day I left Planned Parenthood.

The most influential thing a pro-lifer can do is love, pray and have a peaceful presence at the clinics; one of the major reasons that I left Planned Parenthood and am actively standing up for life today is because of these attributes of certain pro-lifers that never gave up on me.

My words to every pro-lifer would be "Don't give up!" and present yourself in such a way that the Planned Parenthood workers/pro-choice advocates will be drawn to you and won't forget you, because that's what will change hearts.

Johnson's book, "Unplanned:" www.AbbyBook.com
40 Days For Life: www.40daysforlife.com
Thousands Joining Church at Easter in US

http://www.zenit.org/article-32334?l=english EXTRACT
Bishops' Conference Features Conversion Stories Online

Washington, D.C., April 15, 2011 
Tens of thousands of new Catholics are expected to join the Church at Easter, including a former Planned Parenthood director and seven members of the same family. 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) released the statistics of those expected to join the Church based on participation in the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion, a step in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults that takes place at the beginning of Lent.

Among those preparing to enter the Church is Abby Johnson, former Planned Parenthood clinic director and author of "Unplanned."

In an interview with ZENIT last month, Johnson explained, "The day I left Planned Parenthood, I was embraced by the loving arms of the people who had prayed for me for years, most of whom are Catholic."

She continued: "After attending some various Catholic parishes, I fell in love with the liturgy and found myself wanting to learn more and more each day.

"I found myself in awe of the devotion that my Catholic friends had that I didn't, and I knew I wanted that same devotion myself. Doug and I decided we want to be a part of what the Catholic Church stands for and we have found such purpose through the Church."

Johnson and her family will join the Church with 911 others in the Diocese of Austin, Texas. […]
US Catholic Church finds astonishing variety of people joining this Easter
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/us-catholic-church-finds-astonishing-variety-of-people-joining-this-easter/  EXTRACT

April 20, 2011 WASHINGTON, DC (CNA) - A Muslim, a family of seven, a marine, a former abortion clinic administrator - these are just a few of the many faces of people from around the country who are slated to join the Catholic Church at Easter. The U.S. bishops' conference recently profiled a handful of unique stories from individuals in different states, each of whom will be either baptized or confirmed during the Church's universal celebration of the Easter Vigil on April 24.
Although the numbers are still trickling in for this year, the conference reported that in 2010, there were over 43,000 adult baptisms in the U.S. and more than 75,000 people received into full communion with the Church. […]
In Austin, Texas, Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood clinic director and author of the bestselling book "Unplanned," is getting ready to enter the Catholic Church.
Due to a personnel shortage at the abortion clinic she used to work in, she was called in to assist in an ultrasound-guided abortion for the first time in September 2009.
The next few minutes changed Johnson's life irrevocably, as she watched the 13 week-old baby -whom she had believed to be incapable of feeling anything- squirming and twisting to avoid the tube into which it would be vacuumed.
Shocked by what she had seen, Johnson still initially continued her work running the clinic and promoting its work. Just a few weeks later, however, she was in the nearby office of the Coalition For Life, telling its director Shawn Carney -with whom she was well-acquainted, from his years of opposition to Planned Parenthood- that she could no longer continue helping women have abortions.
Johnson and her husband have grown in their faith during the past year, and are now preparing to enter the Catholic Church. In a Jan. 13 interview with CNA she said that one of the final obstacles, in the course of her Catholic conversion, was the Church's teaching on the immorality of all artificial methods of birth control.
Planned Parenthood's mentality toward contraception, as she explained, stuck with her for a period of time even after she rejected abortion. Even as she became interested in the Catholic Church, she clung to the notion that artificial birth control was an advance for women and society. But she kept an open mind, studying Pope John Paul II's "Theology of the Body" and other sources of Church teaching.
An experience in a Catholic parish finally made her understand the fullness of the Church's teaching on sexuality.
This time, the vision of a child was not shocking, but profoundly life-affirming.
"One day, we were sitting in Mass. I was sitting behind this woman, who I don't know, and this little infant." Gazing at that child, Johnson said she finally understood the Church's insistence on marriages remaining open to new life
156 Cities to Launch 40 Days Pro-Life Campaign - Urge Public to Keep Abortion Out of Health Care

http://www.zenit.org/article-28118?l=english, http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/156-cities-to-launch-40-days-pro-life-campaign 
Washington, D.C., January 21, 2010 
As Friday marks 37 years since the U.S. court decision that legalized abortion, another 40 Days for Life campaign is being launched, this time in 156 cities and three countries.
David Bereit, national director of the organization, stated in a press release that "while many see a time of darkness this week" due to the Roe v. Wade anniversary, and as congress "deliberates legislation that could lead to dramatic increases in taxpayer funding for abortion, I see a time of great hope." He explained that he sees hope in the fact that pro-life supporters throughout the nation, and in Canada and Australia, "are willing to step out in faith and host 40 Days for Life campaigns."
From Feb. 17 to March 28, people in 156 cities will organize prayer and fasting, round-the-clock peaceful vigils outside abortion clinics, and community outreach for the pro-life cause.
Bereit explained that this campaign, which begins Ash Wednesday and coincides with the Lenten season, underlines the "call to sacrifice" that is "central to 40 Days for Life."
He continued: "Standing in prayer outside an abortion facility is indeed a sacrifice -- particularly in northern locations where cold temperatures and snowy conditions are often part of the weather landscape in February.
"But people know their efforts have a profound impact, and so they overlook the inconvenience and their personal discomfort to stand in peaceful witness."
Bereit affirmed that "even as proponents try to encourage more abortions -- and as they try to encourage government funding of abortions – more women are realizing the truth about abortion."
More women, he said, are "rejecting it as an option, and more people are simply saying 'Enough!' and taking a stand against these efforts to promote a culture of death."
This campaign marks the sixth coordinated program since it began in 2007. Over 300,000 people in 280 cities have participated thus far. As a result of the campaigns, 27 abortion industry employees have resigned, including Abby Johnson, former director of a Planned Parenthood clinic who quit after she was asked to assist in an abortion.
Bereit stated that the group is "aware of 2,168 children -- and their mothers -- who were spared from the tragedy of abortion."
"And those are just the ones we know about," he added.
On Saturday, Bereit will be receiving the St. Gianna Molla* award at the Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco. Abby Johnson will be speaking at that same event about her experience with Planned Parenthood and how seeing an abortion brought about a change of heart.
The communiqué noted that the 40 Days organization is participating with other pro-life groups in the Stop the Abortion Mandate coalition. Together they are "rallying support around the United States for keeping taxpayer-funded abortion out of any Congressional healthcare measures."
Bereit said that 40 Days volunteers are working to "publicly reinforce the message" that "abortion is not health care."
On the Net: 40 Days for Life: http://www.40daysforlife.com
Stop the Abortion Mandate: http://stoptheabortionmandate.com/
*MOTHERS WHO DIED RATHER THAN ABORT THEIR BABIES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MOTHERS_WHO_DIED_RATHER_THAN_ABORT_THEIR_BABIES.doc
Walk for Life Focuses on Planned Parenthood - Sends Message: Stop Hurting Women through Abortion 

http://www.zenit.org/article-28113?l=english, http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/walk-for-life-focuses-on-planned-parenthood 
By Genevieve Pollock, San Francisco, January 21, 2010 
On the 37th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion, Americans are gathering East and West to affirm their support of the pro-life cause.
On Friday, thousands will gather in Washington D.C. in a rally and March for Life, to remind congress of the pro-life views of many U.S. citizens. Thousands more will come together in San Francisco on Saturday, in a similar Walk for Life, to send a complementary message: "Abortion hurts women."
Eva Muntean, co-chair of the Walk for Life on the West Coast, told ZENIT that their event aims to "give women the opportunity to see that there are other alternatives to abortion."
As well, she added, it sends a message to those women who have had abortions, "that there is help out there for the suffering they may be experiencing."
Thus, the event includes not only the walk, but a rally with speakers, including women who have had abortions and explain how they were able to find healing afterwards, and others who work in organizations designed to serve these women.
Muntean told ZENIT that Saturday's activities are set up to disseminate information, through the rally and information booths, about the effects of abortion and how it hurts women.
This year's focus will be on Planned Parenthood in particular, as the nation's largest abortion provider.

A press release from the walk committee stated that "Planned Parenthood clinics perform about one third of all abortions in the United States, about 300,000 abortions in 2007-2008," and they receive "$350 million in tax dollars annually."
Saturday's speakers will include Abby Johnson, who was employee-of-the-year at her Planned Parenthood clinic in Texas, but converted to the pro-life cause when she was asked to assist in an abortion and saw in an ultrasound what happened to the baby.
As well, Lila Rose, president of Live Action, will share her experiences going undercover to Planned Parenthood clinics to expose abuses in the abortion industry.
Participants will have the opportunity to gather information and material to take home to their own communities for spreading the word. 
"People who come to the Walk for Life get completely rejuvenated and energized to go back to their communities," Muntean said, "and many have started pro-life clubs or organizations."
These events, she affirmed, "are very important at this time because of the climate in Washington."
The Walk for Life co-chair continued: "It is very important for people to get involved and do something, even if it is just picking up the phone and making phone calls. "We must get informed and get involved."
Some 35,000 people are expected to arrive in hundreds of buses from as far away as Texas. Thousands more, who are unable to travel to San Francisco, will be joining in prayer and online updates via Twitter and Facebook.
On the Net: Walk for Life: walkforlifewc.com 
