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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ABORTION ACTIVIST – 05
Who cares about abortion?
http://www.catholic.org/news/politics/story.php?id=32600
By Dr. Jane Brennan MS, Denver, March 15, 2009
I experienced a miraculous conversion thirteen years ago. I am no longer a militant, pro-abortion, anti-Catholic feminist.
I attended the annual March for Life in Washington, DC this year for the first time. I marched with the Silent No More Awareness campaign and gave my testimony with hundreds of other women in front of the Supreme Court building.
The Silent No More women led the march and were the first to arrive at the Supreme Court. When we got there, standing up against the black fence surrounding the building, I saw five women holding pro-abortion signs. I looked at these women. I wanted to see their faces. You see, I used to be one of them.
I was a militant, pro-abortion, anti-Catholic feminist who had experienced two abortions of my own. I was a member of NOW, NARAL and I volunteered at Planned Parenthood. I participated in marches and protests wearing my “pro-choice” button. I screamed at pro-lifers who I believed were religious fanatics. I assumed these “religious fanatics” just wanted to keep women barefoot and pregnant. I also believed the Catholic Church (who in my opinion was the worst of the religious fanatics) was full of evil, misogynistic men who oppressed women. I would argue vehemently with anyone who disagreed with me.
A rush of memories greeted me as I watched those five women standing against that fence. While I gave my testimony and told the crowd a little bit about my former self. It struck me. Feminists groups do not care about women. They care about abortion.
Then I remembered the Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ time. These men didn’t want to see the truth of who Jesus was because then they would have to give up their power, position and status and their view of things. That was more than they could handle.
It is really no different today. Feminists groups do not want to see the truth of how abortion hurts women. They don’t want to see or hear from all the women who have suffered from their “choice”. They go to great lengths to discount our stories of pain and suffering. Even more, they are willing to totally disregard evidence from studies that reveal the physical and emotional impact of abortion. What allows them to turn a blind eye?
To acknowledge the women who’ve suffered from abortion, feminists would have to admit that abortion isn’t good for women. Where would that leave them? Planned Parenthood would have to shut down. Groups like NOW and NARAL would no longer have a purpose and would cease to exist. Laws would have to be changed. Politicians would have to be reeducated. The feminists groups would lose all their control and political power and that scares them. It is that fear that keeps them entrenched in their mistaken beliefs. It is that fear that drives them to crush anyone who tries to persuade them differently.
The feminist’s very identity is wrapped up in abortion, not women’s rights or welfare. For example, do you ever hear from a feminist group when women are being forced to have abortions against their will in China? Do you ever hear from NOW or NARAL when only baby girls are aborted in China or India? Do you ever hear from them when women here in this country are coerced or pressured by their employers, husbands, parents or boyfriends to have an abortion? Did you hear from one feminist group when Laura Smith of MA was killed by an abortionist?
The building evidence of feminists’ myopic view is their complete denial of a link between abortion and breast cancer. According to Karen Malec the president of the Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer (www.AbortionBreastCancer.com) abortion is responsible for up to 10,000 cases of breast cancer yearly! Yet, we do not hear a peep from any feminist group on how this deadly disease is destroying women’s lives. In fact, they go out of their way to discredit any research that shows such a link. This truth is an inconvenience for them.
The ultimate feminists’ hypocrisy became clear during the last presidential election. Why weren’t the feminists thrilled with the selection of Sarah Palin for Vice-President on a major party ticket? Sarah Palin is a working woman with children whose husband shares in many of the domestic responsibilities. She exemplifies the feminists’ dream woman; a smart, powerful, educated woman who has reached the upper echelons of politics.
Yet the feminists hated her. Why? Because she believes in the sanctity of life and chose not to abort her Down’s syndrome baby. So the feminists excoriated her. They made fun of her; she wasn’t a “real” woman.
If feminists truly cared about women they would have supported Sarah Palin in her “choice” to keep her baby and held her up as a role model for young women. They would have used her achievements as an example of how women can attain power, position, and equality.
Many people ask me how we can talk to these militant feminists. They want to know how we can change their minds.
My answer is hard to hear. I always tell people talking to militant feminists is not productive. They won’t listen to you and in fact, they become more angry and defensive. I know this because that is how I reacted whenever anyone tried to talk to me during my militant feminist years. Many of these women are very wounded from things in their past as I was. They take this anger and they put it into the feminist movement. It gives them a voice in which they feel empowered and fueled by their anger.
So what can we do? I tell people who ask me how to get through to militant feminists is this: pray for them.
I experienced a miraculous conversion thirteen years ago. I am no longer a militant, pro-abortion, anti-Catholic feminist. I have repented of my sins and found healing and forgiveness in the Catholic Church. My conversion was a direct result of prayer. Somebody was praying for me.
It is time to pray for the conversion of all pro-abortion, militant feminists. Pick one day a week to fast and pray for their conversion or you can do an hour of adoration where you pray for a particular militant feminist. Offer up a rosary or a chaplet of Divine Mercy for these women. Our Lord and Our Lady have always said how important and necessary prayer is to obtain in accordance with God’s will the things that we ask.
Many saints have expressed the need for continual and concerted prayer. “If our prayer is resolutely united with that of Jesus, in trust and boldness as children, we obtain all that we ask in his name, even more than any particular thing: the Holy Spirit himself, who contains all gifts”(CCC 2741). Your prayers are very important and they work and these women desperately need your prayers. Look at me; I’m the perfect example of the power of prayer. So please let’s all pray, pray, pray.

Jane Brennan, MS is the author of the book Motherhood Interrupted and is the Silent No More Awareness Campaign regional coordinator in Colorado. Jane can be contacted through her web-site at www.motherhoodinterrupted.com.

She resides in Colorado with her husband and four daughters.
The Women Who Have Abortions, and the Love They Need
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/otc.cfm?id=302
By Dr. Jeff Mirus, November 10, 2008

The November/December issue of Envoy Magazine includes an article by Jane Brennan, entitled “How Could She Do That?” about what motivates a woman to have an abortion. Jane herself had two abortions, worked with Planned Parenthood, and helped her sister get an abortion before she finally began to reevaluate everything she believed. Now she does pro-life counseling.

The article is not a statistical analysis; it is simply Jane’s own story. For Jane, feminist ideology, the lies of abortionists and their advertisements, limited understanding of the biological and metaphysical issues, widespread social acceptance, abusive relationships both as a child and as an adult, and a deep fear that each of her first two pregnancies would ruin her life all combined to drive her into the abortion culture. After her second abortion, Jane divorced an abusive husband. She later met and married a man who treated her well. Unfortunately, she needed counseling and chose to get it from a radical feminist counselor. The result was that she generally made her husband’s life a kind of hell. But when he moved out, she was shocked and upset enough to begin questioning everything the counselor had been telling her. Jane realized she had to change. Her husband moved back in. And Jane did change, ultimately finding relief and new life in a Catholic Church.

The point of Jane Brennan’s article is that pro-lifers need to try to understand the mindset of women who get abortions, as well as the problems they experience afterwards. She feels that many pro-lifers find the decision to abort incomprehensible, and that this limits their ability to reach these women. Brennan recommends that the pro-life movement make better use of women who have had abortions (such as those in the group Silent No More) to make presentations at parishes and elsewhere which will encourage other post-abortive women to begin to turn their lives around, and help pre-abortive women to do the same. As she says in her conclusion:

Then the grim reality of how abortion shatters lives would be heard, and soon it would not be thought of as a clinical procedure or a fundamental right but the tragedy it is. This might cause people to say, “I don’t want that to happen to my daughter, my sister, my girlfriend, or to me. In fact I don’t want abortion to happen at all.”

Brennan’s story is powerful and moving. While I think most people who work in pro-life counseling are far more sympathetic to the plight of women seeking abortions than Brennan tends to believe, there is no arguing with her recommendation that the pro-life movement should make greater use of personal testimony from those who have had abortions.

The pro-life movement also needs to make use of men who can get out the message of what it means to love. Brennan reveals this need in her own story when she notes that it was the departure of a man who actually treated her well that finally jolted her out of her self-centered, self-defeating philosophy of life. I have long argued that too many problems of contemporary women (especially the kind of problems that drive them to abortion) are caused by men who either do not know how to be men, or who refuse to be men—men who use women as toys, abandoning them when they no longer find them fun. 
Fathers who abuse and/or abandon their daughters; lovers and husbands who abuse and/or abandon their wives: These men are architects of insecurity and anger in women, both of which fuel feminism and a culture of death.

It is no coincidence that the wildly popular film Bella makes precisely this point; the film's hero ought to become a role model for males. My own prescription, therefore, is that in addition to inviting post-abortive women to become increasingly involved in pro-life work, we also need to recruit good men who can help spread the message of what it really means to love. Men must not only explain but demonstrate with their lives what it means to love a woman as Christ loves the Church. There will always be exceptions, and some good men have been devastated by a wife's decision to abort. Nonetheless, I think it is not too much to say that the single most important force in ending the epidemic of abortion is something men have the power to do: Love.

Jeffrey Mirus holds a Ph.D. in intellectual history from Princeton University. A co-founder of Christendom College, he also pioneered Catholic Internet services. He is the founder of Trinity Communications and CatholicCulture.org. 
http://janeatmotherhoodinterrupted.blogspot.in/
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Jane Brennan, MS, a former member of NOW and Planned Parenthood volunteer, is the author of Motherhood Interrupted, Stories of Healing and Hope After Abortion. She has devoted her private counseling practice, Hope for the Journey, to offer post-abortive women a safe place to reconcile unresolved grief and loss. In 2005 Brennan received the Pro-Vitae (For Life) award from the Archdiocese of Denver, an award given to those who have shown tremendous support for pro-life issues. Brennan has also published several pieces regarding abortion’s aftermath on various websites. Jane is the Silent No More Awareness Campaign Regional Coordinator. Jane has been featured on EWTN's Life on the Rock and Father Frank Pavone's Gospel of Life show, Catholic radio including Teresa Tomeo's Catholic Connection and EWTN radio as well as speaking nationally. She resides in Colorado with her husband Kyle and four daughters.
