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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ACCESSORY TO ABORTION – 103
Forgiveness was found
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/2416-Forgiveness-Was-Found
By David, Texas, USA
My girlfriend had the abortion because she didn't want to have a baby and I wanted to keep the affair unknown to the first wife.  Thirty years ago, I had no concept of the consequences of my actions.  The abortion was done and neither of us felt any emotions towards our actions.
After I got married and became a Catholic, I became acutely aware of the issue after studying the pro-life materials of my Catholic faith.

The pain of the guilt became significant and I sought counseling from my parish priest.  I confessed my sin of assisting an abortion several times and I am very aware that God has forgiven.  It took several sessions for me to forgive myself and I will never forget what happened thirty years ago.
My two sons from my first marriage are a source of constant joy and pride.  And they are a constant reminder that our family suffered a tragic loss.  I often wonder what my child would look like at this age.  Each year I pick an age -appropriate young person to pray for their happiness. 
Therefore, this year I pray for a tall, single twenty-eight year old girl who goes to my church and who has brown hair and brown eyes like mine.  Last year, she and I saw each other for the first time at a church event and she really bubbled with life when I smiled and said hello.  I shared my story with her and her mother and she agreed to allow me to spiritually adopt her as the representative of my lost child.

I know the hugs I steal from her infrequently were designed for her father and the warmth I feel is a visible expression of the love of my Heavenly Father.

