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As a child I was sexually, physically, verbally and mentally abused. I knew at a very young age I didn’t want children. I became pregnant at the age of twenty. I talked to a friend who had just had an abortion and thought, she is fine. I found myself in an abortion clinic the following week. I was told Abortion was the right thing to do. The "procedure" would be very quick, painless; I could finish college and later have children when it was the "right time".  

I was placed on a cold table; I remember being yelled at because I couldn’t stay still or open my legs. I looked at the monitor and asked if the image was my baby. The monitor was turned away from my view. I began to cry. The nurse looked down at me said, "I don’t know why you are crying, this was your decision besides it was too late, the doctor has already started". I wanted to jump up and run as fast as I could, but I was frozen. I was placed in recovery all you could hear were women crying and I remember thinking if this was the right thing to do then WHY was everyone crying? 

Twenty-four hours later, I was rushed to the emergency room. I remember telling the doctor what I had done, while performing the sonogram he frantically looked at the nurse and said "prep her".  As I drove home the images of my baby being torn apart limb by limb and a piece of her still inside of my womb started flashing in my mind, I knew at that moment I had made the wrong decision! Guilt and self-hatred penetrated my mind and body. I was diagnosed with Bi-polar disorder, had a nervous breakdown at twenty-three.  At the age of twenty-eight a complete Hysterectomy was ordered, no more children for me. I was blessed to have two children so I stuffed my feelings and accepted what I felt like was my punishment. 

Fourteen years later, I had all the elements to be happy but I was still SO sad. The memory and the visions of my aborted baby wouldn’t leave my mind. I was led to Rachel’s Vineyard.  I learned the only NORMAL thing about my decision was that I was not alone about regretting my decision. I found mercy and compassion from our Blessed Mother.  I found healing that our Lord, the divine Physician gives.  I began to renew, rebuild, and redeem my broken heart. My baby, who had no face, now has a name, Felice.  I stand before you today for the love I have for Felice. I know that I am a link in the chain that will end the lies, the pain, the hurt, and the evil of abortion. I speak to you today because I am Silent No More! "Life, what a beautiful thing to waste!"
