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I have been set free
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/1591-i-have-been-set-free  

By Mary, Ireland
When I was 19-years-old, I was in College in Nigeria, and I became pregnant.  It was my first sexual relationship. When I found out I was pregnant, I went to a pharmacist who gave me a black pill to swallow. He told me this would kill the baby. I waited for my period to come but after many weeks, it did not. I felt so ill; I thought I was going to die. 

I told a friend what I had done and she took me to a doctor for an abortion. The pill had killed the baby but it remained inside of me and was seriously infecting my body. I begged the doctor to give me an anaesthetic for the pain but he refused. He treated me with disgust and said, "You did not have anaesthetic for sex, so you should bear this pain." I felt so ashamed and alone.

The abortion procedure lasted for fifteen minutes. It was horrible. I wept and wept till I could weep no more. The doctor told me that the baby had indeed died weeks earlier and that I was lucky to be alive. Immediately after the abortion, I felt so empty. I knew I had lost someone. I became very moody and unable to concentrate on my studies.

Three years after the first abortion, I had my second abortion. This time I was 10 weeks pregnant when I aborted the child. I began to have nightmares. I could hear babies crying very loudly. It was very disturbing and frightening.  

I felt more guilt, more shame, and I felt unloved and rejected by the man who said he loved me but left when I told him I was pregnant.

I went on to meet a man and we became engaged to be married. I had become a Christian by this time and my fiancé was a young pastor. We wrongly had sex outside of marriage and I became pregnant. My fiancé denied that the baby was his so here I was, heading for my third abortion because I could not face the shame and scandal. I went to the clinic for the abortion but the doctor said he could not penetrate the womb with his tools. He sent me away and told me to come back the next week. In the end, he said he would not perform the abortion.

I was very frightened and I was still looking for a way to have an abortion somewhere else when God sent some lovely people who said they would stand by me and help me. I decided I would keep my baby, but I went into premature labour and gave birth to a stillborn baby boy.

I found help and forgiveness in Jesus when I committed my life to Him in October 1993 and I knew, without a shadow of doubt, that my sins were forgiven. I was set free from the guilt of my abortions. I still have to live with the consequences of my actions, but I was fortunate to survive my abortion experiences. I have friends who have died. I 'chose' abortion because I did not want to have a baby out of marriage, and then because I wanted my education and my university degree.  

I want women to know that abortion is not the answer to their problems. No matter what part of the world you are from, we all suffer in the same way. If you are suffering after your abortion experience, you don’t need to be trapped in your silence and shame. Know that there is hope and healing for you.

That is why I am SILENT NO MORE

