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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ACCESSORY TO ABORTION – 243
God’s word became alive to me
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/1497-gods-word-became-alive-to-me                                          

By Stephanie Cole, Regional Coordinator, Priests For Life, South Carolina, USA
When I was a teen I became pregnant. I decided to hide my pregnancy from my parents for as long as I possibly could.  In my young teenage mind, if I could just get far enough along in the pregnancy it would eventually be too late for anyone to force me to have an abortion. 
My mother became aware of my pregnancy.  My father was heartbroken and furious. After several exhausting hours of debating on whom should make what decision I felt as if I were backed into a corner with no way out.  Ultimately I resolved that if abortion was really so bad it would not be legal and I consented to have an abortion.

My parents and I went to a clinic in Atlanta and we were told we would have to come back another day.  I was too far long in my pregnancy and I would need a two day procedure.  I was terrified. I felt as if I were trapped and utterly alone.
We went back to Atlanta a few days later.  We were housed overnight in a motel.  The clinic induced my labor and had pain medications delivered to the motel room.  I remember believing and being terrified that I would die that night in my sleep.

When the abortion was over the next day I walked out of that horrific clinic bent over holding myself and bleeding profusely.  I was broken, empty and dead.  The relationship with my boyfriend ended.
I married not long after and was determined to make a good life and a good family.  I had a beautiful baby girl and felt for some time peace and calmness in my life.  I desperately wanted to have more children.  My husband did not want more children and that coupled with other significant marital issues led to divorce.
I later married a wonderful Christian man and went on to have three more beautiful children.  When I could no longer conceive I was heartbroken and I came to the end of myself.

I had given my heart to Christ before my first daughter was born.  I had begged for God’s forgiveness for the sin of my abortion, but something was still so wrong.  Pastors couldn’t help. Friends couldn’t help.  I remember lying on my bedroom floor and wailing before God begging Him to help me.  I cried out, "I am broken."
The very next day the Lord led me to an internet site which led me to Piedmont Women’s Center.  I called and spoke to a precious woman.  When she began telling me about the recovery group and the Forgiven and Set Free Bible study, I told her there was no Bible study in the world that could help me. She encouraged me to do it anyway, to trust God and to trust her. 
It was there that God’s Word became alive to me.  He swooped down from on high; He pulled me up from a dark pit of despair; He drew me out of deep waters; He rescued me; He set my feet in a spacious place; He told me I was free from condemnation and that I had been forgiven and freed long ago when Jesus died for all of my sins, even the sin of abortion.  I now know and walk in His forgiveness and freedom. 

After my healing God allowed me to begin volunteering at one of Piedmont Women’s Center’s medical clinics and I began facilitating the Forgiven and Set Free Bible study.  Several years later the Lord gave me a full time staff position with AbortionRecoveryAssistance where daily I speak to the broken hearted and minister in recovery through His Word. 
