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There is no condemnation in Christ Jesus
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/1479-there-is-no-condemnation-in-christ-jesus                                                       

By Sheryl O’Neal, Regional Coordinator, Priests For Life, South Carolina, USA
I am a post-abortion woman in America the Beautiful, Land of the Free and Home of the Brave. My story is like millions of others in America. There have been 43 million reported abortions since 1973, when the blood-soaked covering of Roe v. Wade settled over our nation. This decision by the Supreme Court, as it is now well documented, was based on lies, as was Doe v. Bolten that followed giving women the "right" to kill their children in the womb through the ninth month of life. One wonders: "How can a proud, intelligent human being possibly believe that we have a right to kill our children at their most vulnerable, in their mothers’ wombs?" Let’s get it out on the table, 43 million dead Americans is a holocaust by anyone's definition. We are the same nation who held its breath on September 11, 2001, as the death toll mounted to nearly 3,000 Americans dead in the apocalyptic events of that ominous day.

The new Feminists? Who is kidding whom? Abortion hurts women in ways other than just physically. Women seal their lips and hearts to hide the pain because we are ashamed to say we conspired to kill our own children. Abortion is indeed a conspiracy among consenting adults that may or may not include the woman getting the abortion. We know that parents and grandparents force abortion on young girls and young dependent women everyday. It is nothing less than coercion to commit an atrocity on another human being.  

Attitudes in our culture forbid post-abortion women the grief they need to heal. "Have it [abortion], and get over it.  Move on with life as if nothing happened."

In 1975, I married a man who had aspirations of running for public office. When I told him I was pregnant, he went ballistic and insisted that I couldn't have a baby so soon after our marriage. This man who never seemingly cared what other people thought before suddenly worried about his reputation if his wife had a baby 8 months after the wedding. I was intimidated, blamed myself for the failure of birth control, and I caved in to having the abortion. The silent suffering began deep within my soul. It lasted 9 years. My emotional life and my self esteem went to zero. I lived with the fear that in a moment of anger my husband would tell my secret. I anxiously thought I could be okay if I just achieved more with a career and by being the perfect wife and mother. I discovered that I was just a miserable soul with a ton of guilt walking around in a nice business suit and flashing a big smile all around. 

Finally, I came to the end of myself. I was fired from a very promising new position. I was finally at the end of "me" and what I could do to save myself. I was devastated that Ash Wednesday morning, but it was God's plan unfolding. I went to our small Episcopal church that evening, and although I don't recall the exact words of the sermon, I was moved to ask God to forgive me for the abortion, for my foolish pride, for my wasted years living without Him. I felt alive again and immediate relief. I cried a river and profoundly I knew I was loved and forgiven by a merciful, gracious God. It took some time, ministerial counseling and a post-abortion recovery program, but I am finally free.

I know that abortion can't hurt me any more, so I speak with other women at every opportunity to let them know that there is no condemnation in Christ Jesus. He is the safety and security they are looking for. He is alive and He took our sin on him years ago so that we can be assured of our forgiveness. We can forgive ourselves, others who participated in the abortion decision and procedure, and move on in faith to help others. This is the purpose for my life, so I joined the National Silent No More Awareness Campaign and have become the South Carolina Low Country Regional Coordinator.

I hope you will contact me and share your story with me. The campaign encourages women who are post-abortion that there is freedom in forgiveness. We come together in local gatherings around America throughout the year, and on January 22 every year in Washington. We were hurt by abortion, and we are silent no more.
